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SPECIAL SECTION

By Kyle Webb
The city of Lakeway has gone 

through several iterations since 
the Lakeway Inn was con-
structed and plans for Lakeway’s 
development began in 1962, his-
torian Mike Boston said. The inn 
was built before any homes had 
been constructed, which were 
built at the end of 1963.

The city has evolved from a 
getaway destination to a city dur-
ing its more than 50-year history, 
but recent decisions by the Lake-
way Visitors Commission and 
City Council have returned to 
the idea of Lakeway as a vacation 
destination.

“There were a significant num-
ber of homes that were people’s 

By Leslee Bassman
With plans in the works for 

major projects in Bee Cave, Lake-
way, Hudson Bend and Four 
Points, a wave of new construction 
along the RR 620 corridor during 
2014 points to continued growth 
for the region in the coming year.

“The [RR 620/Lake Travis] area 

See Lakeway | 39

See 620 corridor | 36

second homes,” said former Lake-
way Mayor Charles Edwards, who 
served from 1999–2003. “But 
[second homes] are diminishing. 
People would buy not only the 
land for their home but the sur-
rounding lots as well.”

Boston said the city has had sev-
eral cycles of growth, each usually 
lasting about 10 to 20 years, and 
marked by significant milestones.

“Lakeway really started with 
the opening of the Lakeway Inn,” 
he said. “It was the hub [for resi-
dents] until the Lakeway Church 
was constructed.”

The first cycle
The Lakeway Inn began 

From village to city, milestones mark 
evolution of Lake Travis destination

Road to add new residents, businesses in 2015

Lakeway comes full 
circle with push for 
tourism, attractions

Residential, commercial 
building booming on 620

will continue to do very well in 
2015,” said Mark Sprague, direc-
tor of information capital at Inde-
pendence Title Co. “Will it do 
better than this year or the previ-
ous year? Well, that’s pushing it.

“Values will continue to esca-
late. We’re blessed to be in Austin.”Zimmerman Lane is one of numerous Four Points roadways featuring new homes 

in the RR 620 corridor, an area that experienced high growth in 2014.
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The city of Lakeway adopted a new logo in 
2014, formed the Lakeway Visitors Commission 
and instituted a hotel occupancy tax to spur 
growth through tourism. The city began 
as a vacation destination as seen by this 
promotional document distributed by the 
Lakeway Land Company in the 1960s.

Lakeway
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Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust us 

to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should need 

a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to experts in 

pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your world, and we 

promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)



Lake Travis | Westlake Edition • January 2015 NEWS  3



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com4  NEWS



Lake Travis | Westlake Edition • January 2015 NEWS  5

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - AUSTIN METRO

Traci Rodriguez
GENERAL MANAGER

Phyllis Campos, pcampos@impactnews.com

Editorial
FOUNDING EDITOR  Cathy Kincaid

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti
MANAGING EDITOR JP Eichmiller

EDITOR  Kyle Webb
REPORTER  Leslee Bassman
COPY EDITOR  Andy Comer

STAFF WRITERS  Jennifer Curington and Joe Olivieri

Advertising
SENIOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE  Lauren Itz
ACCOUNT COORDINATOR  Quinci White

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Amy Vanlandingham
STAFF DESIGNER  Ethan Hill

ART PRODUCTION MANAGER  Tiffany Knudtson

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love
CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Cody Leitholt

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact 

Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s 
mission is to build communities of informed citizens 

and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a 
passionate team. Now, with 18 markets in the Austin, 

Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth metro areas, the paper is 
distributed to over 1.3 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
16225 Impact Way, Ste. 1

Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
impactnews.com

PRESS RELEASES  ltwnews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING  ltwads@impactnews.com

COMMENTS  ltwfeedback@impactnews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  impactnews.com/subscriptions

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What do you think about the growth on 
the RR 620 corridor?

  I like it. It gives people places to live and things to do.

  I like it. It is a sign that the economy is strong.

  I don’t like it. There are already plenty of homes and 
businesses on the roadway.

  I don’t like it. It only makes traffic worse.

  No opinion

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/ltw-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What type of school would you most 
like to have in your neighborhood?

Elementary school

  50% 

College campus

  20% 

Preschool/day care

  17% 

Other

  10%

Middle school

  3%

High school

0%

Unscientific Web survey conducted 12/11/14–1/7/15

2014 was a busy year for development along the RR 620 cor-
ridor. From Bee Cave and Hwy. 71 to Four Points and Anderson 
Mill Road, several large commercial and residential develop-
ments were constructed or are planned near the roadway. Let 
us know what you think below.

FROM THE EDITOR
Change is a natural 

part of life. We may 
try to resist it or deny 
it is taking place, but 
eventually everything 
changes. Children grow 
up, go to school, get 
jobs and lives of their 
own. People drift apart. 
Whether you like it or 
not, change will take 
place. 

The key is to manage 
the change the best way possible, and that is what 
Lake Travis elected officials try to do on a daily basis 
with the ever-changing landscape of the RR 620  
corridor.

The new Austin City Council, Lakeway and Bee 
Cave city councils, and the Travis County Commis-
sioners Court are all charged with managing the 
growth and change in our area in a way that is safe, 

reasonable and in the best interest of their constitu-
ents—a sometimes unenviable task.

Nevertheless, the road less traveled is now the road 
heavily traveled with new businesses, developments 
and housing projects being planned and constructed 
every day. 

You can read all about these developments on  
RR 620 in reporter Leslee Bassman’s front-page story 
and take our online poll question to let us know what 
you think about the growth.

Kyle Webb
EDITOR

kwebb@impactnews.com
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sandwiches as well as a selection of steaks 
and a raw oyster bar. 512-434-9326.  
www.redfinseafoodkitchen.com

11  A Residence Inn Marriott hotel 
will open in early 2016 at 6000 W. Hwy. 
290, Austin. Pathfinder Development, a 
hospitality management and development 
company, is developing the all-suite project 
that will feature 108 rooms, an outdoor 
swimming pool, a firepit, a barbecue area 
and a complimentary daily breakfast. 
www.pathfinderdev.com

12  Ride Indoor Cycling will open its third 
location in May at Capital Ridge Plaza, 
320 S. Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. 120, in 
Austin. The local company’s downtown site 
features indoor cycling classes. A second 
location will open in The Heights area of 
Houston in January. 512-322-5252.  
www.ride-indoorcycling.com

13  National coffee shop chain Starbucks 
will open a drive-thru location in 2015 at 
3509 Bee Caves Road, West Lake Hills. 
800-782-7282. www.starbucks.com

Relocations

14  Aeglea Biotherapeutics will relocate 
in January from 3925 Braker Lane, 
Austin, to the Barton Oaks Plaza I, 901 
S. MoPac, Ste. 250, Austin. The company 
was created in December 2013 to develop 
engineered human enzymes to help with 
cancer treatment. 512-942-2935.  
www.aegleabio.com

15  The Center for Healing and 
Regenerative Medicine, or CHARM, 
will relocate by the end of March from 
7307 Creekbluff Drive, Austin, to 10815 
RR 2222, Bldg. 3B, Austin. The practice 
focuses on ligament and tendon injuries, 
arthritis, neck and back pain, headaches 
and joint instability. 512-614-3300.  
www.charmaustin.com

16  Pawn shop chain EZCorp will 
relocate its headquarters in early 2015 
from 1901 Capital Parkway, Austin, to 
the Rollingwood Center, 2500 Bee Caves 
Road, Rollingwood. 512-.314-3400.  
www.ezcorp.com

17  The Lake Travis Animal Hospital 
will relocate by mid-2015 from 3721 
N. RR 620, Austin, to 3623 N. RR  620, 
Austin. The veterinary clinic primarily 
cares for dogs and cats, and offers 
dentistry, surgery and internal medicine 
services. 512-266-2421. www.ltah.net

18  Lakeway Dermatology, 1313 S. RR 
620, Ste. 201, Lakeway, will relocate in 
the fall to 3464 S. RR 620, Bee Cave. The 
practice focuses on dermatology, cosmetic 
treatments, and spa and laser services and 
is constructing a stand-alone building at 
the new site. 512-263-0057.  
www.lakewaydermatology.com

Now Open

1  BancorpSouth Bank opened a loan 
production office Nov. 3 at 11612 Bee Caves 
Road, Austin. Headquartered in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, the bank provides financial 
services to the Austin area, including 
commercial real estate, construction, and 
residential and consumer lending.  
512-263-4130. www.bancorpsouth.com

2  Fort Lauderdale-based workout studio 
Orange Theory Fitness opened Jan. 1 
at 7301 N. RR 620, Austin. The studio 
features 60-minute workout sessions 
and is equipped with treadmills, rowing 
machines, suspension unit systems as 
well as free weights and benches. 512-368-
9343. www.orangetheoryfitness.com

3  The Lagree Studio opened Jan. 10 in 
the Hill Country Galleria, 4005 Market 
St., Ste. 110, in Bee Cave. According to 
owners Valentina and Mitch Gaylord, the 
studio’s fitness program focuses on full-
body conditioning to add strength, tone 
muscles, improve endurance, burn fat and 
increase flexibility. 844-226-6111.  
www.thelagreestudio.com

4  Psychotherapy practice Mind, Body, 
Life Connection opened Oct. 15 in the 
Lakeway Spine Center, 1213 S. RR 620, 
Ste. 203, in Lakeway. Dr. Norma Perez 
uses an integrated approach to mental 
wellness in her treatment. 512-365-4278. 
www.mindbodylifeconnection.net

5  Sandwich shop ThunderCloud Subs, 
12400 W. Hwy. 71, Ste. 706, Bee Cave, 
opened Dec. 8. The store is the Austin-
based chain’s 30th location. The eatery 
seats about 60 patrons and includes an 
outdoor dining area. 512-428-4628.  
www.thundercloud.com

Coming Soon

6  European Wax Center will open its 
eighth Austin-area location this summer 
in Phase 2 of the Trails at 620, 8300 N. RR 
620, Austin. The business provides hair-
waxing services for women and men.  
954-455-8000. www.waxcenter.com

7  Fusion Learning Center will 
open Feb. 2 at The Hills Professional 
Building II, 4701 Bee Caves Road, Bldg. 
3, in Austin. The center provides subject 

tutoring, test preparation, classes for 
school credit, summer programs and 
educational enrichment for all ages.  
866-780-2167. www.fusionacademy.com

8  Jordan & Skala Engineers will open 
its first Austin office Jan. 31 at Spyglass 
Point, 1801 S. MoPac, Ste. 310, in Austin. 
The national firm provides mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing and structural 
engineering services. 512-676-3100.  
www.jordanskala.com

9  Napa Flats Wood-fired Kitchen 
will open its first local site this summer 
in Phase 2 of the Trails at 620, 8300 
N. RR 620, in Austin. Chef Damian 
Mandola helped create the eatery’s menu 
incorporating Californian food styles with 
Italian influences. The restaurant is based 
in College Station. www.napaflats.com

10  RedFin Seafood Kitchen will open 
in February in the Trails at 620 Phase 2, 
8300 N. RR 620, Bldg. L, Ste. 800, Austin. 
Owned by Steiner Ranch residents Mike 
McCollum and Bill Rasch, the eatery will 
feature pan-seared crabcakes, Moroccan 
spiced cod and blackened redfish 
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19  Magpul Industries Corp. relocated 
its corporate headquarters Dec. 1 
from Boulder, Colorado, to 8226 Bee 
Caves Road, Austin. The company 
manufactures rifle magazines and 
products for gun enthusiasts.  
877-462-4785. www.magpul.com

20  The Gary Shanahan Agency—State 
Farm Insurance relocated Nov. 3 from 
1408 RR 2222, Ste. B, Austin, to the 
Quinlan Crossing shopping center, 5145 
N. RR 620, Ste. B-170, in Austin. Four 
Points resident Gary Shanahan has owned 
the agency for more than 25 years.  
512-458-2593. www.garyshanahan.com

21  Locally owned Vom Fass relocated 
Jan. 2 from the West Lake Court 
Shopping Center, 3663 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. 4-H, in West Lake Hills, to 2785 Bee 
Caves Road, Ste. 336, Rollingwood. The 
store features oils, vinegars, spirits, wines, 
gourmet foods and gifts. 512-637-9545.  
www.vomfassusa.com

Anniversaries

22  Southwestern-style restaurant Jack 
Allen’s Kitchen, 7720 W. Hwy. 71, Austin, 
celebrated its fifth anniversary Dec. 18.  
512-852-8558. www.jackallenskitchen.com

In the News

Lakeway City Councilman Joe Bain 
was named Volunteer of the Year at the 
22nd annual City of Lakeway Volunteer 
Recognition Dinner held Dec. 4 at 
Lakeway Resort and Spa, 101 Lakeway 
Drive, Lakeway. Bain is also a member of 
the CAMPO Transportation Policy Board.

23   Since September, Transformation 
Salon, 2300 Lohmans Spur, Ste. 118, 
Lakeway, has donated 25 percent of all 
commissions it receives from its authorized 
e-commerce hair and beauty website, 
Loxa Beauty, to local charities. To date, 
the salon’s contributions have benefited 
the Animal Trustees of Austin, Lakeway 
Women’s Club, Lizzy’s Hospice House and 
TexArts. 512-263-8370.  
www.transformationpm.com,  
www.transformationsalon.com

24  Zellmer McConnell Advertising, 
3006 Bee Caves Road, Ste. C-150, Austin, 
will head up the $1 million advertising and 
engagement program for the 11-mile MoPac 
Improvement Project. The firm, selected 
Nov. 12 by the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority from six local agencies, 
will create a marketing campaign to engage 
motorists before the highway’s tolled express 
lanes open this fall. 512-296-6662.  
www.zmcadvertising.com

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Leslee Bassman

ThunderCloud Subs General Manager Jeff Reedy 
opened the Bee Cave restaurant Dec. 8.

5

Fitness enthusiasts enjoy RIDE Indoor Cycling’s 
downtown location.

12

Owner Gary Shanahan relocated his State Farm 
Insurance agency Nov. 3 to Steiner Ranch.

20

Joe Bain, shown here with wife Nancy, was recog-
nized Dec. 4 as Lakeway’s Volunteer of the Year.

Ad Directors Beth McConnell (left) and Stefani 
Zellmer were selected to promote a road project.

25
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Move in and paddle out 
With everything from boats, 

events, and classes to a full-time 
activities director, we provide it all.

Developed by Legend Communities in partnership with Crescent Communities. Exclusively marketed 
by Legacy International Resort Properties. Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read 

it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits of value, if any, of this property.

HOME DESIGNS BY:  DREES • HIGHLAND • GRAND HAVEN
SCOTT FELDER • TAYLOR MORRISON • COVENTRY 

WES PEOPLES • RIVER OAKS • CENTERRA • LC LUXURY HOMES
Gh RESERVE • VILLAGE BUILDERS • JIMMY JACOBS

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS INCLUDING 

CANYONSIDE BUILDERS, JENKINS AND BELLA VITA

17 NEIGHBORHOODS
16 AWARD WINNING BUILDERS

19 AVAILABLE HOMES READY 
FOR MOVE IN TODAY

VISIT US TODAY TO VIEW 
AVAILABLE HOMES AND HOMESITES.

512.617.1776  FOLLOW US

RoughHollowLakeway.com
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nvisionE
Audio Video Security

and

(512)  650  - 1182

$199
TV Mount Special

  *Mount Inculded 
       (Up to 60”, Brick & Stone extra)

Mobile Installation         Repair

EnvisionAVS.comGET IN THE GAME!

Automotive Recreational Residential

Custom Theater Rooms

Networking & Cabling

TV & PC Repair

Car Audio & Accessories

Auto Alarms & Remote Start

GPS Tracking 

       Visit our website for a 
complete list of our Services!

Home Entertainment

Smart Home Upgrades

Commercial

Don’t be stuck on the sidelines.. AVS

We have arrived!
INTRODUCING PARK MANOR OF BEE CAVE • SKILLED NURSING & REHABILITATION AT IT’S FINEST

14058B BEE CAVE PARKWAY • BEE CAVE, TEXAS  78738

Move in Specials!  Accepting Medicare, Medicaid & Private Pay

Call 512-872-8170 for more information today!

HEALTHCARE AMENITIES
State of the Art Rehabilitation services – 
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
Extensive Care Nursing Services
Pulmonary Unit with in-room med gases/
suction, Pulmonologist/Respiratory 
Therapist On Site
Electronic Medical Record System
Post Discharge Support
General & Specialty Physician Care

AMENITIES
32”Flat Panel TVs
Beauty Salon
Gourmet meals
Private rooms with in room showers
Suites with separate living area
Deluxe Semi Private rooms
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and West Lake Hills Compiled by Jennifer Curington and Kyle Webb

Austin motorists under new law that prevents handling of electronic devices while driving

West Lake Hills City Council hears suggestions 
for Redbud Trail, Westlake Drive intersection

AUSTIN Drivers in Austin rang in the new year by  
putting down their cell phones and keeping their  
hands on the steering wheel.

Texting while driving is illegal in Austin, but since  
Jan. 1 drivers and bicyclists are also not allowed to touch 
their phones, laptops, GPS or other electronic devices 
while their vehicle or bicycle is in motion. Violators face 
potential fines of up to $500.

“The ordinance that we had in place was very diffi-
cult for the officers to enforce because the officer had to 

determine if the motorist was using the phone to text, 
which would be a violation, or to dial a phone number, 
which would be legal,” said Brian Manley, Austin Police 
Department assistant chief.

Austin City Council passed the law Aug. 28 after an 
advisory group studied the issue and made recommenda-
tions that shaped the ordinance.

Drivers and cyclists can use the devices if they are 
lawfully stopped at a red light, during standstill traffic or 
if they are trying to contact emergency services, Manley 

said. Use of any device, whether hands-free or otherwise, 
is still illegal in school zones.

Smartphones and other devices can still be used 
if they are mounted to the car dashboard. Motorists 
can also utilize a Bluetooth or similar device such as 
earphones as long as only one earbud is being used, 
Manley said. That way, he said drivers could still hear 
the traffic around them.

The new law is intended to limit drivers’ distractions 
and will make Austin roads safer, Manley said.

WEST LAKE HILLS City Council 
heard several options from Klotz Associ-
ates for improving traffic congestion at the 
intersection of Redbud Trail and Westlake 
Drive during their Dec. 10 meeting. 

Three options were given to coun-
cil along with their grades for traffic 

 Bee Cave City Council
Meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.
4000 Galleria Parkway  
512-767-6600 
portal.beecavetexas.com

 Lakeway City Council
Meets the third Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m.
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
512-314-7500
www.cityoflakeway.com

 Rollingwood  
City Council
Meets the third Wednesday of 
the month at 7 p.m.
403 Nixon Drive • 512-327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com

 West Lake Hills  
City Council
Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
911 Westlake Drive 
512-767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_ltw

TweetingsMeetings

A Bluetooth or similar 
earpiece—any hands-free 

devices that sync with 
smartphones through one 

touch of a button—can 
typically cost between $20 

and $150 from a retailer. 

Law enforcement 
recommends using only 

one earbud at a time if 
earphones are used to be 
hands-free. Earbuds with 

microphones can  
cost $5 to $30.

These headsets can be 
worn around the neck with 

two detachable earbuds. 
Some can be found  

for as low as $50.

Bluetooth  
earpiece

Earbuds

Bluetooth headset

These speakers can answer 
and end calls with one touch 
and cost as low as $10.

Device stands typically 
cost between $5 and $40 
and can be used to hold 
phones, navigators and 
mp3 players.

Many cars now come 
equipped with Bluetooth or 
similar integration to allow 
for one-touch-to-answer 
technology.

Many radios are now created with Bluetooth 
and/or touch-screen navigation built in. 
Installation of a Bluetooth radio can cost $250, 
according to Randy Walsh, regional manager 
at Austin-based Custom Sounds, and more 
advanced navigation systems are about $600.

Bluetooth speaker 
phone

Device stand

One-touch answer

Radio

Although drivers can comply with the distracted 
driving law without spending extra money, new 

products are constantly released to allow for 
more hands-free capability.

Design by Ethan Hill

In Travis County in 2013, there were 
4,835 crashes due to distracted driving:

Distracted driving dangers

10 fatalities

1,712 serious injuries No fatalities or serious injuries reported in 3,113 crashes

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Devices to keep drivers from breaking law

reduction—lane improvements, a traffic 
signal and lane improvements, and  
a roundabout.

Each option was run through a simula-
tion using traffic data collected by Klotz on 
Oct. 21 and assigned a grade—A through 
F—for traffic reduction. The current 

intersection received a D for morning traf-
fic and an F for evening peak time traffic. 
Lane improvements received a C and a D, 
respectively, and the lane improvements 
with the addition of a traffic signal graded 
out at a B and a C, respectively. 

The best reduction in traffic, accord-
ing to the simulations, would come from 
the construction of a roundabout, which 
received a B for both morning and evening 
peak time traffic. The simulation showed 
that a roundabout could result in as much 

as an 82 percent reduction in evening peak 
travel time delays.

The roundabout was also the most 
expensive option at an estimated 
$667,000. The lane improvements, 
$231,000, and traffic signal with lane 
improvements, $429,000, were signifi-
cantly cheaper options. 

Council instructed Klotz Associates to 
do a preliminary engineering study and 
report back with more defined prices on 
each of the options.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR LAKE TRAVIS / WESTLAKE

SEN. CHARLES SCHWERTNER • DISTRICT 5

SEN. DONNA CAMPBELL • DISTRICT 25SEN. TROY FRASER • DISTRICT 24

SEN. KIRK WATSON • DISTRICT 14

R-Georgetown

Elected: 2012

512-463-0105

charles.schwertner@senate.state.tx.us

R-New Braunfels

Elected: 2013

512-463-0125

donna.campbell@senate.state.tx.us

R-Horseshoe Bay

Elected: 1996

512-463-0124

troy.fraser@
senate.state.tx.us

D-Austin

Elected: 2006

512-463-0114

kirk.watson@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Build a healthier Texas by improving 

accessibility to the health care system 
for individuals, affordability to families 
and accountability to the taxpayers.

• Pass a balanced and transparent budget 
with importance put on tax reform 
and relief, especially in property tax 
and franchised tax. Additionally, end 
diversions of the gas tax. 

• Stand against what is seen as federal 
overreach, whether in regards to border 
issues or “Obamacare.” 

Top 3 priorities: 
• Find ways to provide tax relief to families 

and businesses through elimination or 
reduction of the margins tax as well as 
property tax relief.

• Bring more accountability to the state’s 
road construction process. Campbell 
has voiced support for dedicating some 
of the motor vehicle sales tax to road 
construction.

• Improve education through school 
choice and other reforms.

Top 3 priorities: 
• Protect the 

continuation 
of the “Texas 
miracle,” or the 
fastest-growing 
economy in the 
U.S., by striving 
to keep government out of the way and 
let free enterprise work.

• Secure the state’s border with Mexico.
• Write a conservative and balanced 

budget.

Top 3 priorities: 
• Improve property 

tax fairness and 
affordability for 
homeowners by 
closing loopholes 
in the property 
appraisal system 
and increasing the school homestead 
exemption to $25,000.

• Begin to repair the state’s broken school 
finance system, such as a transportation 
allotment that has not been changed 
since 1984.

• Ensure budget transparency and 
honesty by reducing the reliance on 
taxes and fees that are raised for one 
purpose but never spent. 
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WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_ltw—for Lake Travis/
Westlake news, and throughout the legislative session 
search for #CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

REP. DONNA HOWARD • DISTRICT 48

D-Austin

Elected: 2006

512-463-0631

donna.howard@house.state.tx.us
Top 3 priorities: 
• Focus on the budget, transparency and 

ensuring honesty with what the budget 
does and does not contain.

• Address some tweaks to help local 
school districts with school finances.

• Manage health care resources with the 
new Austin medical school. There is a 
need for more residency slots as well as 
other health care workers and improving 
access to health care for residents.290

35
2244

260

1

West 
Lake 
Hills

Austin

REP. PAUL WORKMAN • DISTRICT 47

R-Austin

Elected: 2010

512-463-0652

paul.workman@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Create the Texas Border Patrol to secure 

the state’s southern border.
• Call for an Article V Convention of States 

to amend the U.S. Constitution by 
adding a balanced budget amendment.

• Hold the line on spending.
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REP. ELLIOTT NAISHTAT • DISTRICT 49

D-Austin

Elected: 1990

512-463-0668

elliott.naishtat@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Create an affirmative defense for 

patients who are recommended 
medicinal marijuana by a doctor, 
essentially protecting users who can 
prove a medical condition to a judge.

• Authorize schools in the University of 
Texas and Texas A&M University systems 
to offer domestic partner benefits.

• Negotiate a Texas-specific Medicaid 
plan that utilizes federal government 
money to expand health insurance 
coverage for low-income state residents.
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On Nov. 18, Travis County Commissioners Court adopted 
a set of guiding principles and priorities for the upcoming 
legislative session. Commissioners said they support 
collaborative efforts on legislative issues with other counties.

Program funding: Commissioners said they oppose 
any laws that would shift costs of state-funded programs to 
local governments because of state budget shortfalls. 

County authority: Commissioners said Texas counties 
need greater authority and tools better suited to address 
local challenges of rapid growth and urban expansion.

Transportation funding: Commissioners want more 
state funding to improve countywide mobility, including rail 
and public transit programs.

Unfunded mandates: Commissioners oppose state 
budget decisions that would create unfunded mandates or 
divert county revenue.

COMMISSIONERS COURT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Prem CVT

$209mo 1

$0 Down payment!
0.0% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 36 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
6MT

$279mo 2  

$0 Down payment!
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$399mo 4

39 MO. LEASE

2015 S60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$299mo 4

36 MO. LEASE

1 - Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly pymts of $209, � nal pymt / residual = $12,991. Based on 10k mi./ yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $24, 059. Stk# Z10560  2 - Subaru -With approved credit. Dealer contribution may 
a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $279, � nal pymt/ residual = $13, 152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118. 3 - Volvo -$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP 
of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.  4-Volvo -$3,579 cash 
due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer 
stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.
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Session to usher in new leadership, large projects NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.

By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

When lawmakers convene Jan. 13 for the 
84th Texas Legislature, they do so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression right 
out of the gate.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of  
Jan. 9, the House has 96 Republicans and 
51 Democrats. The Senate has 20 Repub-
licans and 10 Democrats. January special 
elections will decide who fills three open 
House seats and one open Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has a number of 
large-scale issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

“We cannot look at 
the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature
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31 members

150 members

2015 LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

Source: Legislative Reference Library of Texas

SENATE 
district 

population: 
547,952

FIRST  
regular 
session  

of the  

Texas 
Legislature 

was  
Feb. 16  

to  
May 13,  
1846.

4-year terms

2-year terms

became part of the 
United States in 

1845.

Texas

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us, www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

A senator 
must be

26
years old 
to serve.

A representative 
must be

21
years old 
to serve.

        The 
current 
Texas 
Capitol 

was 
completed 

in 

1888.
140 DAYS: 
Length of a regular 
legislative session

It was designated a  
National Historic 
Landmark in 1986.

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:
 113,243

JAN 13  
Session begins 
The 84th Texas Legislature 
convenes at noon.

FEBRUARY
Committee assignments 
 made 
The speaker of the house and 
lieutenant governor appoint 
legislators to committees and assign 
chairmen and chairwomen.

MAR 13 

Deadline for filing bills and 
joint resolutions 
Local bills, emergency 
appropriations and bills that have 
been declared an emergency can 
still be filed later.

JUN 1  
Session ends

JUN 21  
Last day the governor can sign 
or veto bills passed during the 
regular legislative session

AUG 31  

Date that bills without specific 
effective dates become law

NOV 3  
Election Day

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

R D Open84th Texas Legislature*

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_ltw and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

at least at least

The

*As of Jan. 9
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At the Bunker Vein and Imaging Center, 
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat 

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

NEW ROUND ROCK LOCATION COMING JANUARY 2015! 

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING SPRINGS, STE. 1550

www.bunkerveins.com

(512) 726-0599 • Most insurances accepted!
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A FREE SCREENING!

bunkerveins.combunkerveins.combunkerveins.com

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

855.308.0039
ashtonwoods.com

Nestled along the San Gabriel River, you’ll 
find the scenic Hill Country views and 
riverside trails of The Oaks. It’s a community 
designed for a life of spectacular sunsets 
and everyday family adventures. We’ll 
help you create a home here that’s a true 
reflection of your style and passions. Come 
explore our model home soon. Your family 
will love the possibilities.

Your family’s best new home 
opportunity is here. 

AMAZING VIEWS, 
RIVER TRAILS AND 
PERSONALIZED 
HOME DESIGNS 
ARE WAITING.

Now selling. Model home opening soon. 

n 400-acre community, 100+ acres of open space 

n Scenic walking trails along the San Gabriel River

n Community pool, playground, picnic area, pavilion

n Choose from hundreds of personalized options

Oaks at San Gabriel

In an effort to continuously improve its product, Ashton Woods Homes reserves the right to change plans, specifications and pricing without 
notice in its sole discretion. Square footage is approximate and window, floor and ceiling elevations are approximate, subject to change without 
prior notice or obligation and may vary by plan elevation and/or community. Special wall and window treatments, upgraded flooring, fireplace 

surrounds, landscape and other features in and around the model homes are designer suggestions and not included in the sales price. All renderings, 
color schemes, floor plans, maps and displays are artists’ conceptions and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the home or its surroundings. 
Basements are available subject to site conditions. Home site premiums may apply. Please see Sales Representative for additional information. Most 
Trusted Builder in AmericaSM – Two Years Running. Lifestory Research 2013 and 2014 Most Trusted Builder in America StudiesSM. ©2014 Ashton Woods 
Homes. All rights reserved. All trademarks herein, including Ashton Woods, the “AW” logo, and the “AW Ashton Woods” logo, are the property of Ashton 
Woods Homes and may not be used without express written permission.

Single-family homes 
from the low $300s

AUS14_017_RRock_PFville_Nov_R2.indd   1 11/19/14   11:45 AM
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SPECIAL SECTION

Rehabilitation hospital begins 
serving Lake Travis community

Four Corners under development 
at RR 620, RR 2222 intersection

By Leslee Bassman 
Lakeway’s first acute medical reha-

bilitation hospital—Vibra Rehabilita-
tion Hospital of Lake Travis—began 
receiving patients Nov. 24, CEO Debo-
rah Hopps said. 

The hospital admits a wide range 
of patients, including those who 
have undergone complex orthopedic 
procedures or experienced traumatic 
brain injuries or neurological issues, 
she said.

Pennsylvania-based Vibra Health-
care occupies the building constructed 
in 2011 at 2000 Medical Drive, 
Lakeway, behind the city’s post office 
on RR 620. Formerly known as Lake 
Travis Specialty Hospital, the building 
was vacated for financial reasons prior 

to Vibra’s arrival.
Although Vibra Healthcare was able 

to keep most of the building’s interior 
intact, remodeling was necessary to 
meet state regulations for an acute 
rehabilitation hospital since the site 
was originally created for a specialty 
hospital, Administrative Assistant 
Laurie O’Keefe-Williams said.

The 36-bed, 57,000-square-foot 
hospital is limited in its number of 
patients until the facility receives 
Medicare licensing approval in Janu-
ary, Hopps said. Vibra Healthcare is in 
the process of obtaining agreements 
with insurance companies as an out-
of-network provider, she said.

“We’re right on track, which makes 
me very pleased,” she said.

By Leslee Bassman 
Although a CVS pharmacy is 

under construction on a 2-acre site at 
the northwest corner of RR 620 and 
RR 2222, the adjoining 5-acre tract 
remains available, said James George, 
president of GDF Realty, a co-owner 
of the tract. 

All of the paving, infrastructure and 
access roads will be in place for the 
additional user when CVS completes its 
building, George said.

The total 7-acre tract will have an 
entrance on RR 620 as well as one on 
Bullick Hollow Road, he said.

The asking price and what the 
remaining 5-acre tract can be used for 

have limited potential buyers, he said. 
Prices for the tract are in the  

$3 million range, and possible devel-
opers could be a hotel, restaurant, 
assisted living facility or medical proj-
ects, he said. Marketing for the tract 
began after closing on the front parcel 
with CVS in the spring, George said.

The CVS location is expected to 
open in March, spokesman Michael 
DeAngelis said. It will be 10,800 
square feet with a double-lane phar-
macy drive-thru and more than 60 
parking spaces, he said.

“The value of the property and [our] 
ability to sell it will go up once [the 
CVS] is finished,” George said.

Receptionist Stephanie Graham greets visitors at Vibra Rehabilitation Hospital of Lake Travis.

Le
sl

ee
 B

as
sm

an

Who is a patient of Vibra Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Lake Travis?
Vibra Healthcare patients have experienced a 
wide range of injuries and conditions.

Vibra Rehabilitation Hospital patient care

• Brain injury

• Cardiac

• Multitrauma

• Neurological 

• Orthopedic  
pulmonary reha-
bilitation; asthma,  
emphysema

• Spinal cord tumor, 
trauma

Mi, cullore diti utecati orestrume res sum, ommolorerit 
faccus re, quas reiur, omnihicia inveror sedia as alibust, 
que doloris il incium eatiatur sanderibeate volorpore rest, 

Source: City of Austin

CVS/PHARMACY ON THE WAY IN FOUR POINTS
A CVS/pharmacy and a commercial building are slated for the RR 620 and Bullick 
Hollow Road intersection, property co-owner James George said. Construction on 
the pharmacy is underway but the remaining 5-acre tract is available, he said.
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TRACT

2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Suite 300    |    Lakeway, Texas 78734    |    (512) 266-1715    
open: mon–fri: 10–6 • sat: 10–4    |    www.harrisonjewelerslakeway.com

2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Suite 300    |    Lakeway, Texas 78734    |    (512) 266-1715    2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Suite 300    |    Lakeway, Texas 78734    |    (512) 266-1715    

• Bridal • 
• Appraisals •

• Mens • 
Robert Harrison, Certi� ed Master Bench JewelerRobert Harrison, Certi� ed Master Bench Jeweler

HARRISON
JEWELERS

Make her your Valentine...

forever  

of Serving Our 
Children in Education

Your contributions, although measured 
in dollars, are truly measured in 

life-changing moments.  We hope 
you will join us for our 2015 Gala and 
help us continue to raise money for 

the students of Lake Travis ISD.To learn more visit 
laketraviseducationfoundation.org

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY • MARCH 7, 2015

Presented by
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RedFin Seafood Kitchen is expected to open 
in early 2015 at Trails at 620 Phase 2.
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Child care center added to medical, 
retail in Phase 2 of Trails at 620
By Leslee Bassman 

Child care center Children’s 
Learning Adventure will join Austin 
Regional Clinic as anchors of Phase 2 
of the Trails at 620, 8300 N. RR 620, 
Austin, this summer, developer Leslie 
Sloan said.

The center will offer infant, toddler, 
preschool and before- and after-school 
programs for children ages 6 weeks 
through 13 years old, Sloan said. 
Construction on the 35,000-square-
foot facility may start in February 
and feature bowling lanes, a culinary 
classroom, a theater, activity areas, an 
indoor gym and outdoor play areas, 
she said.

“[Children’s Learning Adventure] 
is a great addition to the Trails,” 
Sloan said.

Beginning with the Moviehouse and 
Eatery, local residents Sloan and busi-
ness partner Rodney Speaks developed 
both phases of the Trails at 620 in the 
Four Points area. 

Two restaurants—Napa Flats, 

featuring a menu of Mediterranean, 
Italian and Spanish-influenced dishes, 
and RedFin Seafood Kitchen, a sea-
food eatery created by Steiner Ranch 
residents Mike McCollum and Bill 
Rasch—will open in Phase 2, Sloan 
said. 

European Wax Center will also add 
to the mixed retail development in 
Phase 2, with a projected opening date 
this summer, she said.

Mattress Pro and AT&T stores 
opened in November and financial 
institution A+ Federal Credit Union is 
under construction in Phase 2, Sloan 
said. 

Although Phase 1 of the Trails at 
620 is complete, its 80-room Holiday 
Inn Express is under construction 
with a summer opening planned, she 
said. One pad site in this phase—a 
2,000-square-foot restaurant vacated 
by Coffee, Bean and Tea Leaf in 
2014—remains available, she said.

“We hope to complete Phase 2 later 
this year,” Sloan said.

West Lake Hills City Council passes changes to 
tree ordinance and eyes future modifications
By Kyle Webb 

The West Lake Hills City Council 
passed several changes to the tree 
ordinance Dec. 10 at its regular 
meeting. Council members Linda 
Anthony and David Moore worked 
as a subcommittee for several 
months to iron out the changes.

One of the changes includes allow-
ing the removal of ground vegetation 
to establish a small yard or septic 
field with the approval of the city 
inspector. Residents can also remove 
any non-native, invasive species once 

such plants and trees have been iden-
tified by the city.

The council also approved 
changes that allow residents to 
remove any tree less than 12 inches 
in diameter or any understory veg-
etation to establish a fire safety buf-
fer zone within a 30-foot perimeter 
of homes. Certain situations allow 
for the buffer zone to extend to 
100 feet. Any expansion to the fire 
safety buffer zone because of new 
construction requires replacement 
of any trees removed.

Council also approved changes 
involving limbing up, or pruning, 
vegetation. Residents can remove 
limbs of trees 15 feet or taller up 
to 9 feet. For trees in the fire safety 
buffer zone taller than 20 feet, they 
can be limbed up to 12 feet.

“I want to make sure everyone 
knows we aren’t finished,” Moore 
said. “We are going to continue to 
address the concerns of the public.”

Find related stories at  impactnews.com

A tree ordinance governs the removal of any 
vegetation within the city.

What’s a tree ordinance?

Potential ordinance changes:
• Fire safety buffer zone: Removal of 

any tree under 12 inches in diameter 
within 30 ft. of homes for fire safety 
buffer zone.

• Tree Pruning: The height of pruning 
ranges from 9 feet to 12 feet depending 
on tree height.

• Research: Studying invasive 
species of plants and trees for better 
vegetation management, such as the 
Ashe Juniper.

Source: City of West Lake Hills

Local residents Leslie Sloan and 
Rodney Speaks developed the 
dine-in movie theater concept, 
Moviehouse and Eatery, because 
they felt the idea would fit the Four 
Points community, Sloan said. 
A second Moviehouse and Eatery 
opened Nov. 7 in Keller, Texas, a 
third project will open in Flower 
Mound in May, and a fourth 
theater is slated for McKinney’s 
Craig Ranch in 2016, she said.

MOVIEHOUSE AND EATERY CONTINUES EXPANSION

Moviehouse and Eatery’s dine-in theater 
concept is offered at the Trails at 620.
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Moviehouse and Eatery

TRAILS AT 620

620

Concordia University Dr.

Boulder Ln.

Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial
Custom stain or painted cabinets

Family owned Austin companyF AF AAFF AF AA

What Can Brown Paint For You?
www.brownpaint.com • 512-506-9740

FAMILY 

OWNED & 

OPERATED

Free 

Estimates
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surprise your love with a woodhouse gift card
The Perfect Gift for Your Perfect Match

3600 n capital of tx hwy ste 180 | austin, tx 78746 | Austin.WoodhouseSpas.com  512.306.1100

The rooftop bar of the Hill Country Galleria’s Sonesta Bee Cave hotel features a 360-degree 
view of the surrounding Central Texas landscape.

Room walls at the Sonesta Bee Cave are 
adorned with vintage posters from area 
clubs—treating guests to the Austin ‘vibe.’

A ballroom overlooking the hotel’s courtyard 
and swimming pool will be the focal point of 
the Sonesta Bee Cave’s ground floor.
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Hill Country Galleria ownership, 
management changes mark 2014
New Bee Cave hotel set to ‘wow’ guests, local community
By Leslee Bassman 

Four years after being rescued from 
bankruptcy, the Hill Country Galleria 
once again changed hands Sept. 12, 
placing new owner California State 
Teachers Retirement System at the 
helm of the Bee Cave shopping mall. 

Adrian Overstreet, a former partner 
in the Hill Country Galleria group 
that purchased the mall in 2010 said 
the group retained ownership of the 
Sonesta Bee Cave, the city’s first major 
hotel now under construction.

“We felt the Hill Country Galleria 
needed a hotel and Bee Cave needed a 
hotel,” he said. “I think it will be a great 
investment for us.”

CALSTRS Media Relations Manager 
Mike Sicilia said the Hill Country Gal-
leria will join its real estate portfolio, 
which is valued at $22 billion. He said 
the organization is the second-largest 
pension group in the United States.

United Commercial Realty Asset 
Services assumed management of the 
Hill Country Galleria development 
from Real Estate Investment Trust on 
Sept. 12. Peloton Commercial Real 
Estate continues to lease the project. 

Sonesta Bee Cave
With its rooftop bar overlooking Hill 

Country treetops, the 195-room, six-
story Sonesta Bee Cave will draw local 
crowds as well as visitors when it opens 
in June, Overstreet said. 

“The rooftop bar was added at the 
request of [Bee Cave] City Council 
and it has turned out to be one of 
the most talked about features of the 
hotel,” he said.

The Sonesta Bee Cave hotel is 
unique, he said. 

“All of the Sonesta [hotels] are indi-
vidually built,” Overstreet said. “We 
tried to make this [Sonesta hotel] local 

to Bee Cave.”
Although the room interiors sport 

traditional clean lines in cream tones 
and dark woods, vintage concert 
posters from area clubs—including 
’70s hotspot The Armadillo—adorn 
the neutral colored walls, he said. 
The hotel’s ballroom opens onto a 
pool and patio area, he said. 

The exterior will be comprised of 
Lueders Limestone and stucco, Over-
street said.

New dining, retail options
Two companion restaurants owned 

by husband and wife team Cindy and 
Mike Herman opened in the Hill 
Country Galleria in 2014—Hasler 
Brothers Steakhouse and Cindy’s 
Galleria, said Jim Hopping, the Hill 
Country Galleria’s general manager.

The restaurants share a kitchen, but 
that’s where their commonality ends.

“Cindy’s Galleria is a family-friendly 
place where dad can grab a beer and 
the kids can have burgers,” Hopping 
said. “Hasler Brothers is a fine-dining 
steakhouse with USDA prime beef.”

Einstein Bros. Bagels opened in 
December and Lagree Fitness Studio 
is planned for a Jan. 10 opening.

Pop-up shops
Hopping said mall pop-ups, or 

temporary shops, opened in 2014 and 
he anticipates the trend to continue 
in 2015 with home decor store Shilpa 
Rathi and art venue Wythaus Gallery.

“[A pop-up shop] is an opportunity 
[for business owners] to test brick-and-
mortar waters and hopefully grow into 
a long-term deal,” he said. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search

Hill Country Galleria, Sonesta Hotel
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Opening in June, the Sonesta 
Bee Cave features:

• 195 guest rooms, including 12 
suites 

• Outdoor swimming pool and sun 
deck

• Courtyard

• Glass-enclosed lounge and 
rooftop bar

• 10,000 square feet of event space 
including a ballroom, two meet-
ing rooms, executive boardroom

Bee Cave Pkwy.

Hill Country 
Blvd.

Galleria Cir.

Hill Country Galleria

71

620

H-E-B

Bee Caves Rd.

Sonesta Stats

Housed in the Hill Country 
Galleria at Hwy. 71 and RR 620, 
the Sonesta Bee Cave offers 
guests and local residents lodging 
and meeting space as well as a 
unique rooftop bar with views of 
the surrounding landscape. 

   Shops Pkwy.
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Last year these businesses opened, were coming 
soon or relocated. Here are updates on how they 
are doing now.
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In 2014 owner Ronald Cheng reopened 
his Chinatown Westlake restaurant.

Jack Allen’s Kitchen Westlake is set to 
open in the former Trento’s site in April.

A Fishie Anado co-owner Mark Schindel 
manages the Four Points aquarium store.

In addition to food, the restaurant plans to 
offer beekeeping classes.

By Leslee Bassman 
A little more than three decades 

after Ronald Cheng opened the 
doors of his first Austin restaurant 
in Rollingwood, the 56-year-old 
entrepreneur once again greeted 
customers at his original eatery.

Cheng celebrated the April 16 
reopening of Chinatown Westlake, 
2712 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 124, 
Rollingwood, with classic China-
town dishes as well as new offerings, 
including sushi and weekend dim 
sum service.

“I owe a lot to the Westlake 
community,” Cheng said. “My kids 
grew up going to school in Eanes 
[ISD]. Some of the adults who live 
in the neighborhood now were 
coming to Chinatown when we 
first opened—when they were just 
kids themselves—and now they 
have kids of their own. They’ve 
shared their birthdays and anni-
versaries with us.” 

Following its 1983 opening, 
Chinatown served diners in the 
Westlake area until its 2010 closing, 
daughter Ashley Cheng said. 

When the site became avail-
able again, Ronald jumped at the 
opportunity to reopen the dining 
establishment, she said.

“It’s really fun connecting with 
people and their families and creat-
ing a space that brings the com-
munity together and gives them 
somewhere to celebrate with good 
food,” said Ronald, who also owns 
Chinatown locations in downtown 
and North Austin. 

By Leslee Bassman 
Jack Allen’s Kitchen remains on 

target to open a Westlake eatery in 
April at 3600 N. Capital of Texas 
Hwy., Bldg. D, Austin, managing 
partner Tom Kamm said.

The new Davenport Village res-
taurant is located at the same site as 
the former Trento’s Restaurant. 

However, JAK gutted the build-
ing and added 2,000 square feet 
of dining space, a covered patio 
and outdoor fireplace, Kamm said. 
The Westlake site is the only one 
of three locations—including Oak 
Hill and Round Rock—to sport a 
wood-burning oven that will roast 
meat, vegetables and even desserts, 
he said.

The new restaurant is one of a 
number of projects the iconic Aus-
tin eatery has undertaken during 
the past year.

Sales of the book “Jack Allen’s 
Kitchen: Celebrating the Tastes of 
Texas” began Oct. 1.

“It’s as much a cookbook as it is 
a coffee table book,” Kamm said 
of the book authored by business 
partner Jack Gilmore with Jessica 
Dupuy.

The cookbook consists of recipes, 
photographs and features of the 
local farmers JAK supports, he said. 
A second printing of the book is 
slated for early 2015, he said.

Kamm said JAK has its eye to the 
future with possible expansions in 
Austin but would not specify where.

“We’re trying to see what the 
next big thing [for JAK] is,” he said.

By Leslee Bassman 
Father-and-son team Michael 

and Mark Schindel’s love of fish 
prompted the pair to partner in a 
business, Mark said. 

The Schindels opened aquarium 
store A Fishie Anado on Aug. 25 in 
the Quinlan Crossing shopping center, 
5145 N. RR 620, Ste. B 140, in Austin.

“We carry everything you need to 
build an aquarium and keep it run-
ning,” Mark said.

The store features aquariums, 
supplies, live plants and at least 24 
varieties of tropical and exotic fish, 
he said.

“[Our fish varieties] change all the 
time,” Mark said. “I’m still trying to 
figure out what people like and what 
people don’t like.”

Mark said he plans to focus more 
on the maintenance aspect of his 
business in 2015 and will travel to 
residents’ homes for aquarium main-
tenance and projects.

By Kyle Webb 
Situated on 6 acres of land, Apis 

Restaurant & Apiary is set up for a late 
January opening at 23526 W. Hwy. 71 
in Spicewood.

The restaurant is a passion project 
for head chef and owner Taylor Hall, 
who serves as head chef for Austin’s 
Supper Underground.

After starting his own bee hive in 
2010, Hall wanted to have the bee hive 
be the focus of the restaurant, said 
Amanda Sprague, account director 
with Cultivate Public Relations.

The restaurant will feature about 20 
bee hives that will pollinate the restau-
rant’s gardens, with the vegetables used 
in several dishes and the honey used 
for cocktails, Sprague said.

She said Apis also plans to host bee-
keeping classes on the property.

By Leslee Bassman
With a Sept. 1 name change and 

relocation from River Place Centre 
to Oasis, Texas, Zenergy Pilates is on 
target for more growth in 2015.

The new Austin studio is home to 
daily classes with a Hill Country view. 

Mat Pilates, more Barre programs 
and PiYo classes, a fusion of Pilates and 
yoga, were added as well as more than 
twice the original number of instruc-
tors, said Dena Tarpley, who co-owns 

Jack Allen’s 
Kitchen

Chinatown 
Westlake

A fishie 
anado

Apis Restaurant & Apiary

Zenergy 
Pilates
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3600 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.,  
Bldg. D, Austin • 512-852-8558
www.jackallenskitchen.com

2712 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 124, 
Rollingwood • 512-328-6588 
www.austinchinatown.com
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5145 N. RR 620, Ste. B 140, Austin
512-514-0806 
www.afishieanado.com

23526 W. Hwy. 71, Spicewood
512-436-8918
www.apisrestaurant.com

6548 Comanche Trail, Austin
512-258-8444
www.zenergypilates.com

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Lake Travis

Steiner Ranch 

Blvd.

the studio with Tessa Strader. 
“The combination of additional 

instructors, increased space, more 
equipment and class formats has 
allowed us to expand our client base,” 
she said.
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The winning dish from the Taste of 
Lake Travis created by Sundancer Grill.

Liberty Barbershop owner Tyler 
Beswick cuts the hair of a customer.

1310 S. RR 620, Lakeway
512-351-9139
www.rxhca.com

By Kyle Webb 
Ben Nathan, Sundancer Grill 

chef and owner, said the restaurant 
is busier than he expected it to be 
since opening the Lake Travis–area 
eatery this summer.

“Things are going great,” 
Nathan said. “We are gaining a lot 
of momentum and getting ready 
for spring.”

Nathan said the only struggle 
is overcoming the idea that the 
restaurant is a seasonal establish-
ment like the one it replaced.

“What we are doing is so differ-
ent from the past, and it will take 
some time to get the word out to 
everyone,” he said.

Winning first place at the Taste 
of Lake Travis will not hurt, he 
said. Nathan and Sundancer Grill 
received first place at the Oct. 9 
event. Nathan said the award was 
his third overall at the competi-
tion and his first with Sundancer.

“[Winning] can generate some 
notoriety, credentials and market-
ing,” he said. “When you win an 
award like that you pat yourself on 
the back and get back to work.”

Nathan said he likes the loca-
tion the restaurant is in and has 
no immediate plans to expand.

“We are getting a nice neighbor-
hood clientele,” he said.

By Kyle Webb 
Since opening in Lakeway on 

Aug. 23 Liberty Barbershop owner 
Tyler Beswick said he has been 
busier than he anticipated.

“I was really nervous when I 
started and was very conservative on 
what I could accomplish,” he said. 
“I just wanted to pay the bills the 
first year and hopefully by the third 
would be fairly comfortable, but 
since that first day we have picked up 
more and more [business].”

Beswick said the growth is 
because the shop is truly an old-
fashioned barbershop, much like the 
ones he grew up with in Chicago.

“I was raised on the south side of 
Chicago where you got a good hair-
cut at a reasonable price and some 
good conversation,” he said. “I think 
that is why people like coming in. I 
want to be that shop that knows you, 
knows your children, knows your 
grandpa and grows with you.”

Beswick said the shop wants to 
be a part of the community, and 
he started by offering free haircuts 
to first-responders on Sept. 11. The 
response went so well that he plans 
to offer free haircuts to police and 
fire personnel for the entire week of 
Sept. 11, 2015.

“To me success is having a  
thriving community barbershop,” 
he said.

Sundancer 
Grill

Liberty 
Barbershop

K
yl

e 
W

eb
b

C
o

ur
te

sy
 L

ib
er

ty
 B

ar
b

er
sh

o
p

107 S. RR 620, Ste. 115, Lakeway
512-494-6295
www.libertybarbershoptexas.com

16410 Stewart Road, Austin
512-266-2268
www.sundancergrill.com

In 2014, Hill Country Apothecary added 
two pharmacies in western Travis County.

By Leslee Bassman 
Following a Jan. 20, 2014, opening 

on RR 620 in Lakeway, Hill Country 
Apothecary pharmacists and own-
ers Jana Dowling and Adam Metcalf 
added a second compounding phar-
macy in September at the Medical 
Towers at River Place, 6611 River 
Place Blvd., Ste. 103, in Austin. 

Compounding pharmacies create 
custom medications, and the medi-
cines they produce are specialized for 
each patient, Metcalf said. Com-
pounded medications are used for 
numerous issues, including hormone 
therapy, antiaging, pain management 
and dental uses, he said.

“The population in general is want-
ing more unique medications for 
themselves,” Metcalf said. “[The two 
Lake Travis–area locations] were an 
addition to the community that was 
needed because residents had to drive 
20 to 25 minutes to downtown to 
have their prescriptions filled.”

He said Hill Country Apothecary 
sponsored monthly wellness events 
focusing on various health issues—
including the Dec. 3 Tequila and 
Testosterone men’s health program 
at Lakeway’s Santa Catarina res-
taurant—and plan to continue the 
practice in 2015.

Metcalf said the pharmacy will 
focus on adding neutraceuticals, or 
pharmacy-grade supplements, to its 
shelves as well as providing a more 
patient-centered approach by using 
DNA testing to determine the type of 
medications and dosages appropriate 
for each individual.

However, no new pharmacy open-
ings are planned for the coming year, 

Hill Country 
Apothecary
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6611 River Place Blvd., Ste. 103, Austin
512-487-5759
www.rxhca.com

Fuddruckers 
12815 Shops Parkway, 
Ste. 100, Bee Cave 
512-590-8576 
www.fuddruckers.com

Wild Orchid Salon 
and Spa 
14360 Falcon Head 
Blvd., Ste. 110, Austin 
512-263-1726   
www.wildorchid 
salonspa.com

Sweet 
2127 Lohmans  
Crossing Road,  
Ste. 310, Lakeway 
512-373-8685   
www.sweetatx.com

Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers 
3201 Bee Caves Road, 
West Lake Hills 
512-732-2992  
www.raisingcanes.com

Villarina’s Pasta and 
Fine Foods 
3201 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. 165, Austin 
512-306-0064  
www.villarinas.com

Park Manor Bee Cave 
14058 Bee Cave Park-
way, Bldg. B, Bee Cave 
512-872-8170 
www.parkmanor-
beecave.com

Lululemon Athletica 
2901 S. Capital of 
Texas Hwy., Bldg. A, 
Unit 10A, Austin 
512-329-5541 
www.lululemon.com

Sage Recovery & 
Wellness Center 
7004 Bee Caves Road, 
Austin 
512-306-1394 
www.sagerecovery 
austin.com

Skinny Limits 
3267 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. 126, West Lake 
Hills 
512-394-7540 
www.skinnylimits.com

NOTABLE OPENINGS IN 2014
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he said.
“We will focus on the two stores we 

have now to cover areas in Lake Tra-
vis that need compounding [pharma-
cies],” Metcalf said.

620

2222
River Place Blvd.

Four Points Dr.

620

Lohm
ans C

rossing R
d.

Lakeway Blvd.

620

Stewart Rd.

Debba Dr.

Lake Travis

C
lara Van St.

Kollmeyer Dr.
620

Pleasant Ln.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  THE JANUARY ISSUE

Girls’ Night Out!
January 22 6-8:30pm

A wine-sipping, spa-pampering, saving on our 
favorite products and services, glam shopping event!

• 36 private rooms with private baths

• Spacious therapy gyms

• In house pharmacy

• Bariatric rooms

• Bedside dialysis capabilities

• Dedicated ADL therapy area

• Respiratory therapy services 
on site

• Individualized intensive therapy 
programs–physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech 
therapy

• Community based specialty
physicians providing medical care

• Patient specifi c eRehab 
outcomes data

• Fully electronic medical records

• FREE on site street level parking

For more information, to make a referral, 
or for a tour, please contact:

Melanie Kidd, 
Director of Business Development

(512) 201-9742
mkidd@vrhlaketravis.com 

or visit www.vrhlaketravis.com

� KEWAY’S NEW 

FULLY DEDICATED 

REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL

Now Open!

2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 263-4500

Brain Friendly Learning  •  Mandarin  •  Spanish
Music  •  Swimming  •  Healthy Eating 

istexas.org  •  4105 Eck Lane, Austin, TX 78734  •  512.351.3403

A World-Class 
Education

only minutes away

Limited placements 
available for ages 2–13

OPEN HOUSE
February 5th 

& 19th
10am–2pm
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Here is a recap of last year’s 
big news and updates on 
what is happening now with 
area schools.

EANES ISD The Eanes ISD board of 
trustees is in the process of gather-
ing community opinions regarding 
potential bonds for the school district.

The community forums will high-
light potential projects for a future 
bond program, as well as the effect 
bonds may have on the tax rate.

“As the board considers calling 
a bond referendum for a May 2015 
election, we are interested in creating 
a dialogue with community members 
from all sectors of the district,” said 
Christy Bybee, chairwoman of the 
board’s subcommittee on community 
engagement. “We want to engage our 
community in a more meaningful way 
and work together to identify strategies 
to communicate all of the wonderful 
things going on in our schools as well 
as the critical needs that we face.”

The board has discussed numerous 
topics related to a future bond, includ-
ing the district’s five-year financial 
forecast, tax rate implications, facilities 
assessments and potential needs but 
is seeking greater public involvement 
now that approximately 68 percent 
of EISD residents have no children in 
EISD schools.

EISD held a meeting Dec. 11 to dis-
cuss community engagement strategies 
and one of the three scheduled public 
forums on Jan. 14. The district will 
host the remaining public forums Jan. 
20 at  the Hill Country Middle School 
cafeteria and Jan. 22 at the West Ridge 
Middle School cafeteria, all at 7 p.m.

The last day to call for a May bond 
referendum is Feb. 27. The district’s 
most recent $89.5 million bond elec-
tion failed in May 2014.

LAKE TRAVIS  ISD Using money  
from the $158.5 million bond 
approved by voters in 2011, Lake 
Travis ISD opened two new 
schools—Lake Travis Middle School, 
4932 Bee Creek Road, Spicewood, 
and West Cypress Hills Elemen-
tary School, 6112 Cypress Ranch 
Blvd., Spicewood—in 2014.

The two schools held ribbon-
cutting ceremonies Sept. 14 and 21 to 
allow parents and students to tour the 
facilities.

“A school is brick and mortar until 
the children arrive,” LTISD Super-
intendent Brad Lancaster said at the 
WCHES opening. “Then it is a home.”

The district plans to add more 
schools in the future, but no time 
table has been set. LTISD received 
a 12-acre land donation for a future 
elementary school from Rough Hol-
low neighborhood builders Legend 

ST. GABRIEL’S CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL St. Gabriel’s Catholic 
School broke ground on a 30,000- 
square-foot, $6.6 million capital  
campaign expansion and renovation  
project Jan. 8.

The project includes additional 

classrooms, school facilities, a 
chapel and renovations to another 
10,000 square feet of existing cam-
pus facilities.

The expansion, which was originally 
slated for an August 2015 opening, 
is planned to be open for students in 

January 2016. More than $5.2 million 
has been raised to fund the project.

The school, located at 2500 
Wimberly Lane, Austin, serves 445 
students but is not at full capac-
ity and continues to accept student 
applications.

Eanes ISD soliciting  
public opinion on  
potential future bond 

LTISD opens two 
schools in 2014

St. Gabriel’s starts 2015 with expansion and renovation project

Lake Travis ISD
• Lake Travis ISD opened two new schools in 2014—

Lake Travis Middle School and West Cypress Hills 
Elementary School.

• The district approved construction of security fences 
at several campuses using funds earned through inter-
est from the Travis County Permanent School Fund. 

• LTISD’s Curriculum and Instructional Services Depart-
ment partnered with Dell Inc.’s Education Business 
Development for on-the-job teacher training.

• The district relaunched its mentoring program, central-
izing all the volunteers, background checks and more 
through the LTISD Community Programs Coordinator.

Eanes ISD
• Hired Tom Leonard as its new superintendent, replac-

ing the retiring Nola Wellman.

• The EISD board approved construction of a more than 
60,000-square-foot multipurpose facility located on 
the Shriner tract next to West Lake High School.

• Voters denied an $89.5 million bond, which would have 
raised property taxes 2.5 cents per $100 of valuation. 
The majority of the bond would have been used to build 
a new elementary school on the west side of the district 
and relocate Valley View Elementary School students to 
that school. The remaining funds would have been used 
for new furniture and technology upgrades.

Leander ISD
• Construction began on the district’s 25th elemen-

tary school and sixth high school, both of which are 
located in Leander.

• The demographer’s report released in October showed 
growth in the district is slowing; however, enrollment 
increased 1.83 percent from 2013 to 2014. 

• The district maintained its tax rate of $1.51187 per 
$100 of valuation.

• The district outlined its priorities for the upcoming 
legislative session, including support for streamlining 
state testing standards and support for mental health 
funding in schools. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

The $6.6 million expansion and renovation includes a chapel, a performing and visual arts area, 
a science lab, a multimedia library and research center, and an indoor sports practice center.
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2010–11 389

2011–12 373

2012–13 393

2013–14 438

Source: St. Gabriel’s Catholic School

YEAR

Enrollment
STUDENTS
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Elected officials, building engineers and architects, along with Lake Travis Middle School 
students and staff, cut the ribbon Sept. 14 in the new school’s cafeteria.

Compiled by Emilie Lutostanski and Kyle Webb

Communities on Oct. 30.
The Rough Hollow site would be 

the seventh elementary school for 
the district, but Susan Bohn, LTISD 
assistant superintendent and general 
counsel, said the district plans to have 
nine elementary schools at some point.

When purchasing land the district 
looks at demographics reports, which 

it receives every few years to keep up 
with the fast area growth, Bohn said. 
The district has projections through 
about 2025 but will get a new update 
in January or February to help guide 
long-term planning.

Additional land purchases could be 
on the next bond the district puts to 
voters to help keep up with growth.
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Travis County Commissioners Court Meetings
The court meets Tuesdays 
at 9 a.m. 
Travis County 
Administrative Building 
700 Lavaca St., Austin 
512-853-9383 
www.traviscountytx.gov 

Top issues for 2015
• Putting courthouse on the ballot

Commissioners Court plans to refine 
and reduce its cost estimate for the pro-
posed facility. The county is expected 
to put the courthouse project on the 
ballot in May and will issue debt to build 
it if voters approve the measure. 

• Flood plain buyout program  
The county must create a strategy for 
completing the program, former Judge 
Sam Biscoe said. Some residents refuse 
to relocate from the flood zone, and the 
county opposes condemning properties. 

• Budget and tax appraisals 
County staff will need to consider 
residential and commercial property 
assessments from the Travis Central Ap-
praisal District, future debt issuance and 
overlapping debt when working on Travis 
County’s 2015–16 budget, Biscoe said. 

• Balcones Canyonlands 
Conservation Preserve  
Travis County has been acquiring tracts 
in the preserve through purchasing 
properties and receiving conservation 
easements for several years. Biscoe 
said the county will work to complete 
the preserve.  

Big decisions made in 2014
• New future land-use plan 

Commissioners Court adopted the 
Land, Water and Transportation Plan in 
December. The plan will be a blueprint to 
develop infrastructure and government 
resources so they will be in place as the 
county grows. 

• Developing courthouse proposal  
The court hired engineering firm HOK as 
the architect of the proposed civil and 
family courthouse. Consultant 
URS Corp. assessed the county’s space 
needs and created cost estimates.  

• Examining property appraisals  
In June the court decided not to fight 
the appraising of county commercial 
and industrial property values, opting 
instead to study the issue and look 
for “legislative and legal remedies for 
inequities in the property appraisal sys-
tem,” according to the motion. Some 
residents claimed commercial proper-
ties were undervalued, and residential 
properties were being overtaxed.   

• Medical examiner’s office  
The county hired firm SmithGroupJJR 
to provide architectural and engineer-
ing services to develop a new medical 
examiner’s office. 

TV coverage
Meetings are televised 
live on Time Warner 
Cable Channel 17, Grande 
Communications Channel 
17 and AT&T U-verse 
Channel 99, and are rerun 
on Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

Terms and  
compensation
Court members serve 
four-year terms. The 
judge’s pay is $118,373. 
The commissioners’ pay 
is $98,463. Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty has 
requested that his pay be 
$90,109.

Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty

Commissioner 
Ron Davis

Judge Sarah 
Eckhardt

Commissioner 
Margaret Gomez

Commissioner 
Brigid Shea

701 S. Capital of Tx Hwy | Suite N-850 | (512) 452-0214
Located in Westlake HEB shopping center next to Gold’s Gym

Steve
Vinklarek SteveInsures.com

Proud Sponsor of 

Providing Insurance & Financial Services

FUNDING THE GAP BET WEEN ADEQUATE AND EXCELLENT

SteveInsures.com

822 Kramer Lane 
(North Austin)

512-836-4508CarSaverCollision.com

607 South Lamar 
(South Austin)

Proud 
Sponsor of 
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The 2015 Austin City Council from left: Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo, Councilman Sabino 
Renteria, Councilman Don Zimmerman, Councilwoman Delia Garza, Councilwoman Ann 
Kitchen, Mayor Steve Adler, Councilwoman Leslie Pool, Councilwoman Ora Houston, 
Councilman Gregorio Casar, Councilwoman Sherri Gallo and Councilwoman Ellen Troxclair

Meetings
Austin City Council 
meets at 10 a.m. most 
Thursdays.
Austin City Hall,
301 W. Second St.
512-947-2497
www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Top issues for 2015
• New governance structure 

The new 11-member council will help 
lead a new governance structure that 
places more emphasis on committee 
meetings, more council meetings and 
opens the door for more community 
involvement, Mayor Steve Adler said. 

• ‘Deep dive’ into larger issues  
Adler said he intends to change the 
methods through which council ad-
dresses city issues. Instead of issues 
being addressed “crisis-by-crisis” and 
decisions being made after visits from 
lobbyists, Adler said he wants “deep 
dives” into problems that arise during 
committee meetings to limit how much 
repeat legislation is needed to correct 
short-term fixes. 

• Preserving quality of life  
Many council members during cam-
paigning promised to preserve Austin’s 
quality of life by fixing ongoing traffic, 
transportation and affordability issues. 
Adler said he expects these issues to be 
tackled by the new council as a whole 
despite each district’s differing interests. 

Big decisions made in 2014
• Changes to property taxes 

On Nov. 20, City Council approved a 
percentage-based homestead exemption 
of 0.01 percent, which ultimately could 
provide homeowners at least $5,000 in 
tax breaks. The tax break is projected 
to cost the city $3.2 million in foregone 
general fund property tax revenue during 
the next four years.

• Hands-free ordinance  
As of Jan. 1 drivers in Austin can no 
longer have a device in their hand unless 
stopped. Motorists and bicyclists who 
use an electronic device while driving 
could face fines of up to $500. 

• Austin Energy generation plan  
In December the city updated its goals 
for creating more solar energy resources 
and reducing Austin’s reliance on non-
renewable energy plants. Austin Energy 
must now purchase 110 MW of local 
solar by 2020 with 70 MW coming from 
customers—usually through residential 
rooftop panels. Also, council in 2015 may 
approve the construction of a new natural 
gas plant in Austin to replace the Decker 
gas plant, which will be retired in 2018. 

TV coverage
Meetings are televised 
live on cable Channel 6 
and streamed online at 
www.austintexas.gov/
department/channel-6.

Terms and compensation
The mayor serves a four-year 
term, and council members either 
serve an initial two-or four-year 
term. Compensation is $70,074 
for council members and $82,388 
for the mayor. This is the first 
Austin City Council in more than 
100 years to have representation 
based on geographic districts. 
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Steiner Ranch Primary Care
Welcomes You!

Monday–Thursday 7:15am–4:30pm  | Friday 7:15am–3:00pm

Our family serving your family 
for five years in the 

Steiner Ranch community.

www.SteinerranchPrimarycare.com  
Call us at  512-266-8877  

New Patients Welcome! 

2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430
 Call early for same-day illness appointments

Flu Vaccines Available!

3415 Williams Drive, Georgetown

512-931-0400
www.southernshuttersusa.com

Custom plantation shutters 
still made in central Texas 

for over 20 years. Is Your Financial Plan On Target? 
Find Out!

Financial Planning

Retirement
Cash Flow Analysis
Investments
Philanthropy

Asset Management

Strategic
Tactical
Customized

Local, 

Independent, 

Fee Only

FREE  
CONSULTATION*

FREE INVESTMENT 
REVIEW*

*Limited to first 25 qualified 
persons. Must meet firm’s 
account minimum size 
criteria. Services offered are 
free of cost and persons 
are under no obligation to 
continue beyond the scope 
of this offer.

Jason W. Self, 
CFA, CFP®

PRINCIPAL

512-520-5966

Resonance Financial, LLC
6500 River Place Blvd.
Building 7, Suite 250
Austin, TX 78730
info@RezFin.com
http://RezFin.com

Investment advisory services though Resonance Financial, LLC,  
a registered investment adviser.
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West Lake Hills City Council

Lakeway City Council

Dave Claunch

Dave DeOme

Meetings
The council meets 
at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month.

911 Westlake Drive
512-767-6600
www.westlakehills.org

Meetings
The council meets 
at 6:30 p.m. the third 
Monday of each month.
1102 Lohmans Crossing 
Road
512-314-7500
www.cityoflakeway.com

Top issues for 2015
• Traffic management

As in 2014 the city of Lakeway is com-
mitted to being actively involved in 
transportation planning in western Travis 
County. We will continue to lobby to con-
nect the SH 45 W loop to reduce traffic 
congestion in our area.

• Water plan
In 2015 the new LCRA Water Manage-
ment Plan will go before the TCEQ. 
Lakeway supports this new plan and will 
be actively lobbying for its approval.

• City growth 
The city of Lakeway will continue to 
pay attention to managing the growth 
pressures in the community. Elected 
officials and staff will continue to focus 
on primarily residential development with 
sufficient commercial development to 
support the needs of the citizens.

• Finances 
Lakeway City Council and staff will seek 
to manage the operations of the city so 
the current tax rate and the level of servic-
es will be maintained and improved.

Top issues for 2015
• Construction on Bee Caves Road 

center turn lane
The city’s top priority will be comple-
tion of right of way acquisition for the 
Bee Caves Road expansion, along with 
effective management of congestion and 
traffic in the adjoining neighborhoods. 
Several projects to improve traffic flow 
on major city streets and reduce cut-
through traffic on side streets are under 
consideration.

• New chief of police
City Council is expected to hire a new 
police chief to replace retiring Chief Cliff 
Spratlan, who has served the city for 
nearly two decades.

• Reducing wildfire risk
The city’s efforts to reduce the area’s 
risk of wildfire will continue in 2015. 
Significant attention will focus on Water 
District 10’s plans to issue bonds to fund 
improvements to the water system that 
serves the Westbank area so that fire hy-
drants are able to produce enough water 
to protect houses from a wildfire.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Water management

The city of Lakeway agreed to encour-
age both the Lower Colorado River 
Authority and the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality to update 
the LCRA’s Water Management Plan. 
It is imperative that the health, safety 
and welfare needs of these citizens be 
recognized and policies are put in place 
to protect those needs.

• CAMPO 
Early in 2014 Councilman Joe Bain was 
appointed to the Capital Area Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization Transportation 
Policy Board. As part of the approved 
project list for its 2040 Transportation 
Plan, CAMPO has included widening RR 
620 from US 183 to West Hwy. 71. The 
Lakeway proposal to connect the SH 
45 W loop is still in the 2040 plan as an 
illustrative project. 

• Finances 
In September the Council voted to adopt 
a tax rate of 17 cents per $100 of property 
valuation for fiscal year 2014–15, which is 
the lowest rate the city has ever had.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Ordinance changes

City Council tackled two significant 
pieces of legislation in 2014: major 
revisions were made to the Lighting 
Ordinance and the Tree Ordinance, the 
latter to better allow residents to reduce 
the risk of wildfire and manage invasive 
species on their properties.

• Wastewater system expansion
The city’s wastewater system was 
expanded to serve the Hull Circle 
neighborhood, an area adjacent to Lake 
Austin in which septic systems have 
begun reaching the end of their useful 
lives. The expansion has been discussed 
for more than 15 years and only became 
viable recently as a result of an innova-
tive financing arrangement.

• Bee Caves Road center turn lane
The city has acquired roughly 90 percent 
of the right of way needed to allow for 
TxDOT’s planned expansion of Bee 
Caves Road to add a center turn lane. 
The remaining parcels are expected to 
be acquired in early 2015, with construc-
tion expected to start by Fall 2015.

Council members
Mayor Dave Claunch

Mayor Pro Tem  
Stan Graham

Councilwoman Place 1  
Linda Anthony

Councilman Place 2  
Taylor Holcomb

Councilman Place 4 Darin Walker

Councilman Place 5 David Moore

Council members
Mayor Dave DeOme

Mayor Pro Tem Phil Brown

Councilman Joe Bain

Councilwoman Sandy Cox

Councilman Dwight Haley

Councilman Jim Powell

Councilman Dave Taylor

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor and council 
serve two-year terms with 
no term limits and without 
compensation.

Terms and  
compensation
The council consists of 
the mayor and six council 
members. The term of 
office for all members is two 
years, serving no more than 
three successive terms with 
no compensation.

West Lake Hills Mayor Dave Claunch 
identified some of the key decisions West 
Lake Hills City Council made in 2014 and 
some of the issues to be discussed in 2015.

“The City Council funded a comprehensive 
drainage study of the entire city to provide 
guidance on where and how to address the 
many drainage challenges.”

Dave Claunch,
West Lake Hills mayor

“As in 2014 the city of Lakeway is 
committed to being actively involved in 
transportation planning in western Travis 
County. 

“We will continue to lobby to connect the 
SH 45 W loop to reduce traffic congestion 
in our area.”

Dave DeOme,
Lakeway mayor
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Family Dentistry with emphasis on 
IMPLANTS, IV SEDATION, 

SPECIAL NEEDS AND COSMETICS.

 $149
FULL ADULT EXAM

Full exam & full series of 
radiographs. Value $265.

$99
FULL CHILD EXAM 

X-Rays and Cleaning with 
Fluoride Treatment. Value $266.

Dennis P. Goehring, D.D.S., P.A. 

Performed a 2 year residency in advanced 
General Dentistry  & Hospital Dentistry

3421 W. William Cannon Dr.
Suite 141, Austin

MoPac
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W. William Cannon Dr.

Residency program not recognized as 
a specialty area by the ADA.

All services provided by a General Dentist.
Man-made roots and teeth using Dental 
Implants completed from start-to-fi nish.

IV sedation by licensed and certifi ed staff.

(512) 892-8822
Maudie’s TEX-MEX @MaudiesTXMexWWW.MAUDIES.COM

A MEAL THAT FITS YOUR BELT AND  YOUR WALLET
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Call now for a free in-home estimate: 

512-831-3651
Visit our project gallery at GoFramelessAustin.com

FULLY INSURED | 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Go frameless!Go frameless!
Transform your outdated shower today!

All coupons in this ad can be combined!

*With new shower enclosure purchase. Mention code CI-1214 for discounts when calling.

$75 OFF 
Single Frameless 

Shower Door

$150 OFF
Multi-panel Frameless 

Shower Enclosure

FREE
Diamon-Fusion 

Glass Protectant*

100% LIFETIME WARRANTY

We’ll beat ANY competitive quote 
for frameless shower enclosures

Premium quality custom 
shower doors & tub enclosures 

Large variety of glass & hardware options
Family owned & operated

Homes from the $300s to $600s for Adults 55+ 
(512) 327-1200 | TuscanVillage.com

®

Prices are subject to change without notice. Exclusively marketed by Legacy International Resort Properties. Obtain the Property Report  
required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits of  value, if  any, of  this property.

As Lakeway’s friendliest community for adults 

55 and better, Tuscan Village gives you a whole  

new perspective on resort-style living.

Call to preview available homes  
and start living the good life today! 

“I firmly believe that Tuscan Village is not just a neighborhood.  
It’s living among a group of caring friends. I call the folks here – family.” 

 - Tuscan Village Resident

   REACH  FOR  THE GOOD  LIFE



Lake Travis | Westlake Edition • January 2015 THE JANUARY ISSUE  25
city & county

  U
P
D

A
T
E

Bee Cave City Council

Rollingwood City Council

Caroline Murphy

Meetings
Bee Cave City Council 
meets at 6 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month.

Bee Cave City Hall,  
4000 Galleria Parkway
512-767-6600
www.beecavetexas.gov

Meetings
Rollingwood City Council 
meets at 7 p.m. the third 
Wednesday of the month.

403 Nixon Drive
512-327-1838
www.cityofrollingwood.com

Top issues for 2015
• Traffic and mobility issues 

Although the city has in the past 
completed traffic studies on specific 
problems, a comprehensive approach to 
the residential areas of the city, includ-
ing additional signage, new radar mobile 
sites, increased enforcement of traffic 
laws, bike/pedestrian marked lanes and 
increased participation with our neigh-
bors to coordinate traffic/mobility issues 
on connecting streets and improvements 
to Bee Caves Road will be addressed.

• Decreasing the city’s dependence 
on residential taxes 
Decreasing the city’s dependence on 
residential property tax and increasing 
the city’s revenue from sales tax and 
commercial property tax has long been 
a goal of the city, and the city intends to 
consider options to advance this goal.

• Draining and flooding issues 
Drainage/flooding issues have been and 
are increasingly becoming more difficult 
and more expensive to address for both 
residents individually and for the city as a 
whole, Farrell said.

Top issues for 2015
• Area traffic congestion 

City Council is working with Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, Travis County 
Commissioner Gerald Daugherty and 
Lakeway elected officials on a RR 620 
corridor study focusing on a span of  
RR 620 between Bee Cave and US 183. 
Regarding additional state highway work 
currently in progress, TxDOT reports the 
lane and curb additions on Hwy. 71 west 
of Hamilton Pool Road are scheduled to 
be completed in the spring. TxDOT plans 
to start work in early 2015 on Hamilton 
Pool Road between Hwy. 71 and Cueva 
Drive, including adding shoulders and a 
center turn lane.

• Hike and bike trail connectivity 
Bee Cave will select a consultant to 
assist with an update of the comprehen-
sive master plan. Lee and Associates 
is already engaged to update the city’s 
hike and bike trail connectivity plan. The 
hike and bike trail connectivity plan will 
be incorporated into the comprehen-
sive master plan. It will map out existing 
trails and identify proposed locations for 
future hike and bike trails to provide and 
promote alternative options for traversing 
the city.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Water lines 

The city began work on installing several 
new water lines, replacing outdated 
backyard water lines, for residents in 
2014. The new lines are 6 inches in 
diameter and are located in the street for 
easier access for the city.

• Street paving 
Along with water line work the city 
launched a near citywide overlay project 
in 2014, which should be completed in 
2015. The work covers many city roads 
and goes hand-in-hand with the water 
line project. 

• Elections 
The city elected a new mayor, Thom Far-
rell, in November along with re-electing 
two alderwomen—Sara Hutson and Amy 
Pattillo—and two new alderpersons—
Roxanne McKee and Jordan Scott. The 
newly elected officials give the council a 
full complement of alderpersons, which 
it rarely had in 2014.

Big decisions made in 2014
• New city manager 

Bee Cave City Council unanimously 
appointed Travis Askey as the city’s new 
city manager after Frank Salvato relo-
cated to Midland. Askey joined the city 
in 2004 and was its deputy city manager 
for the majority of the past decade. 

• New police chief 
Bee Cave hired Gary Miller as its new 
chief of police in September. He re-
placed retiring Chief Rusty Pancoast.   

• Hill Country Indoor approved 
Hill Country Indoor, a state-of-the-art 
sports facility that will offer adults and 
children the ability to partake in sports 
year-round, received City Council ap-
proval.  The project is under construction 
on the south side of Bee Cave Parkway. 

• Backyard and The Terrace 
approved 
Chris Milam, managing partner and 
developer of the Backyard at Bee Cave 
and The Terrace, received City Council 
approval to move forward. The develop-
ers received no incentives from the city 
but is required to provide several million 
dollars of infrastructure improvements.

Council members
Mayor Caroline Murphy

Mayor Pro Tem Bill Goodwin

Councilwoman Michelle Bliss

Councilwoman Kara King

Councilwoman Marie 
Lowman

Councilman Tom Matzen

Council members
Mayor Thom Farrell

Mayor Pro Tem Sara Hutson

Alderman Joe Basham

Alderwoman Roxanne McKee

Alderwoman Amy Pattillo

Alderman Jordan Scott

Terms and  
compensation
Council members 
and the mayor serve 
two-year, staggered 
terms. They are eligible 
to receive $50 per 
meeting, although 
some decline the 
funds.

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor and 
council members 
serve two-year 
terms with no term 
limits and without 
compensation.

“The hike and bike trail connectivity 
plan will be incorporated into the 
comprehensive master plan. It will map 
out existing trails and identify proposed 
locations for future hike and bike trails to 
provide and promote alternative options for 
traversing the City.”

Caroline Murphy,
Bee Cave mayor

“The city of Rollingwood discussed what 
projects, initiatives and areas of interest 
each of our City Council members wanted 
to address. While time, budget and our 
limited resources will provide limits as to 
what and when we address each item, it is 
still important that we, at least, know what 
issues have an interest.”

Thom Farrell,
Rollingwood mayor

Thom Farrell

TRANSFORMING TEXAS OUTDOORS

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COM

Follow Us

New Sod, Planting Beds, 
Tree and Shrub Trimming, Mulch
Landscape and Lighting Design

Custom Patios, Fire and Water Features

IRRIGATION SYSTEM 
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

LICENSE: 18101

Now offering the last diet plan 
you may ever need!

PREMIER
 FAMILY
PHYSICIANS

@ Bee Caves

PREMIER
 FAMILY
PHYSICIANS

@ South Austin

Your Family.  Our Team.  Good Health.

@ Westlake 912 S Capital of TX Hwy., Ste 100 • Austin, Texas 78746

Ideal Protein is administered by trained 
health coaches. It is a food-based diet 
that has proven quite successful. 

Contact us today and ask about your initial 
weight loss assessment and get on the path 

to smarter lifestyle choices!

(512) 583-0919 • www.pfpidealweightloss.com
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1 The road construction project 
will continue the shoulders on 

Hamilton Pool Road to Cueva Drive. 
A center turn lane will also be 
constructed at the intersection with 
Crumley Ranch Road. The road will 
also be widened from just south of 
Hwy. 71 to RM 12.

Timeline: Scheduled for a February 
bid awarding

Cost: $1.4 million

Funding sources: Texas Department 
of Transportation

2 The project will construct a 
center turn lane from Vail Divide 

to Hamilton Pool Road on Hwy. 71, a 
length of just more than 1.5 miles. 
Construction and equipment is 
primarily on the south side of the 
roadway. The project was originally 
scheduled to take 11 months.

Timeline: February–2015

Cost: $8.24 million

Funding sources: Texas Department 
of Transportation and Proposition 12 
funds

3 The project includes extending 
center turn lanes in certain areas 

from Southwest Parkway to Hwy. 290 
in Oak Hill, widening shoulders and 
adding a traffic signal at Hwy. 71 and 
Southwest Parkway. It will also 
include the construction of dual 
left-turn lanes from Hwy. 71 to 
Southwest Parkway.

Timeline: June 2014–summer 2016

Cost: $10.3 million

Funding sources: TxDOT and  
Proposition 12 funds

5 Improvements to the roadway off  
Hwy. 71 include widening from 

two lanes to four lanes, improving 
access to properties along the road, 
upgrading storm drainage, and adding 
bike lanes and sidewalks. A signalized 
intersection will also be added for 
access to Lake Travis Middle School, 
and two left-turn lanes will be added 
from Bee Creek Road to Hwy. 71. 
Additionally, a dedicated right-turn 
lane will be added from  
Hwy. 71 onto Bee Creek Road.

Timeline: Late 2013–2015

Cost: $8.9 million

Funding sources: Travis County

6 TxDOT launched an 
environmental study on the 

proposed limited-access, four-lane, 
3.6-mile-long toll road connecting 
MoPac to FM 1626 in Hays County in 
June 2013 and released a draft 
environmental document in June 
2014. Construction will only occur if a 
build alternative is approved at the 
end of the environmental study.

Timeline: Final environmental impact 
statement due in January

Cost: Estimated at $100 million

Funding sources: Hays and Travis 
counties, Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority, CAMPO grant

4 The project will widen Bee 
Caves Road in West Lake Hills, 

adding a continuous center turn lane 
from Buckeye Trail to Walsh Tarlton 
Lane, a distance of more than 1.2 
miles. The city of West Lake Hills 
provided funds for the purchase of 
right of way for the project, and Water 
District No. 10 is responsible for the 

costs to move water lines during 
construction.

Timeline: Scheduled for a May 2015 
bid awarding.

Cost: $5.5 million

Funding sources: Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
TxDOT and city of West Lake Hills

Hamilton Pool Road

Hwy. 71 center lane

Hwy. 71 Bee Creek Road 
improvements

SH 45 SW Toll 
Road Connection

Bee Caves Road

Compiled by Kyle Webb

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff 
This transportation update includes 
projects that have local significance or 
will provide much-needed mobility in 
the Lake Travis | Westlake area. 
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1213 RR 620 South
Suite 203

Lakeway, TX 78734
512-365-4278

MIND ]  BODY ]  LIFE
C O N N E C T I O N

is about balance. 
Take care of you!

Dr. Perez
www.MindBodyLifeConnection.net

L I F E

KITCHENS
BATHS
MEDIA ROOMS
LIBRARIES

Let Capitol Design help 
you through the process!

Call 512-464-1155 today 
to schedule a no cost design consultation.

UPDATING YOUR KITCHEN OR BATH 
CAN BE OVERWHELMING. 

WWW.CAPITOLDESIGN.US
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AIRPORTS

1 Austin-Bergstrom  
International Airport

In 2014 the airport added nonstop flights 
to London and increased the number 
of nonstop daily flights to Cancun, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. In 
December the airport opened an 
expansion in the east wing, said Jim 
Halbrook, airport public information 
and marketing program manager. On 
the addition’s lower level an expanded 
customs area doubles the airport’s 
ability to process incoming international 
passengers from about 200 to 400 
passengers per hour.
In summer 2015 the airport will finish 
the east wing expansion’s upper level, 

which will include more Transportation 
Security Administration screening lanes 
to improve passenger flow. 

2  Austin Executive Airport
The Pflugerville-based airport finished 
an additional community hangar in 
2014. More than 100 aircraft are now 
based out of the airport, Manager Jodie 
Kaluza said.
In 2015 the airport has no plans for 
development but will continue to build 
business among transient flyers and 
assess needs within the community, 
Kaluza said.

3  Georgetown Municipal Airport
Georgetown Transportation Director 
Ed Polasek said work continues on 
safety improvements, including a 
lighting project and the addition of a 
taxiway, at the Georgetown Municipal 
Airport. Design plans for a new fueling 
area known as a fuel farm and the 
taxiway have been submitted to the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
for approval. Once approved a 
construction timeline can be set, he 
said. TxDOT commissioners are also 
expected to select a contractor in 
March or April to complete the airport’s 
master plan update.

4  San Marcos Regional Airport
As part of a rebranding effort the 
airport’s name was changed from San 
Marcos Municipal Airport in 2014, said 
Cassidy Berenato, director of marketing 
and administration for airport manager 
Texas Aviation Partners. TAP also 
presented its five-year strategic plan for 
the airport to San Marcos City Council. 
The plan includes helping the city 
market the airport for non-aviation uses.
TxDOT approved $350,000 for a safety 
fence and access gates along Airport 
Drive, and the city appropriated $100,000 
for a new parking lot. Both projects will 
start construction in 2015. 
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PROJECT 
CONNECT

The regional transportation plan 
is designed to improve mobility 
in Central Texas. Project Connect 
launched in 2013 and is spearheaded 
by the city of Austin, Capital Metro 
and the Lone Star Rail District, which 
is planning regional passenger rail 
from San Antonio to Georgetown.
Capital Metro is continuing to meet 
with cities located in the Project 
Connect North Corridor, an area from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown, 
to discuss funding a plan to expand 
bus and rail service to Georgetown, 
Hutto, Pflugerville and Round Rock. 
Meetings with these jurisdictions will 
continue throughout 2015.
Project Connect will include a variety 
of transit options, such as bus-rapid 
transit, express buses and rail. The 
North Corridor was deemed the 
highest-priority corridor, and Project 
Connect planners approved the 
locally preferred alternative plan in 
April. Voters turned down a plan for 
urban rail in the Central Corridor, 
comprising downtown Austin, in 
November.
If Project Connect planners find 
funding they will next study either 
the East Corridor from downtown to 
East Austin or the South Corridor to 
Buda, Kyle and San Marcos.

Compiled by Community Impact Newspaper staff 
This transportation update includes 
projects that have regional significance 
or will provide much-needed mobility in 
the Austin metro area. 

2

Austin Executive Airport

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport

1

21

80

35

San Marcos  
Regional Airport

SAN MARCOS
4

130
TOLL

29

35

GEORGETOWN

3

Georgetown 
Municipal Airport

Toll roads

Roads

MetroRail

MetroRapid

Project Areas

1

7

8 15

2

3

4

2

3

4

6

5

    
45th St.

 
  

 
             Cesar Chavez St.

2

1



Lake Travis | Westlake Edition • January 2015 THE JANUARY ISSUE  29

ROADS

1  Diverging diamonds
A diverging diamond interchange 
project is underway in Round Rock 
at FM 1431 and I-35. The intersection 
is scheduled to be complete by Fall 
2015 and will be the first of its kind in 
Central Texas.
The DDI aims to allow traffic to 
move more quickly than traditional 
intersections by temporarily shifting 
lanes to the left side of the road. This 
allows through traffic and left-turning 
traffic to move through simultaneously, 
according to the Texas Department  
of Transportation.
Similar intersections are being 
considered for I-35 and Airport 
Boulevard and I-35 and Parmer Lane.

2  Y at Oak Hill
Based on resident feedback, a project 
team is refining two concepts as 
part of the ongoing Oak Hill Parkway 
environmental study on potential 
solutions to bring long-term traffic 
relief to the intersection of Hwy. 71 
and Hwy. 290. The Mobility Authority 
expects to host multiple community 
workshops in the spring.  
www.oakhillparkway.com

3  RR 620
A $500,000 TxDOT study will address 
the need and feasibility for proposed 
improvements along the RR 620 
corridor, TxDOT Public Information 
Officer Kelli Reyna said. However,  
no funding is available to implement any 
plans resulting from the study, she said.
“We are in the final stages of 
contracting consultant services for 

the study,” Reyna said. “We will not be 
looking at alternate routes ... [but] will 
include the RR 2222/RR 620 bypass in 
the study.”
The 12- to 15-month project will begin 
in November and includes all of RR 620 
from US 183 to Hwy. 71, she said.

4  Loop 360
In early 2015, TxDOT will begin a $1.27 
million, 12- to 18-month study of Loop 
360 from US 183 to MoPac to identify 
problems and solutions. Starting 
in early 2015, TxDOT will meet with 
stakeholders—employers, residents 
and commuters who use Loop 360—
and ask them to identify issues. TxDOT 
will then come up with solutions to 
those issues and present them to 
stakeholders. The agency intends to be 
able to walk through realistic solutions 
with stakeholders to explain the pros 
and cons. 

5  FM 1431
The city of Cedar Park, TxDOT and 
Williamson County are continuing 
an 18-month pass-through project 
that will rebuild the intersection of 
East Whitestone and Parmer Lane/
Ronald Reagan boulevards into a 
partial continuous-flow intersection. 
When the project is finished by spring 
2016, Whitestone will also be widened 
from four to six lanes between Market 
Street and CR 175/Sam Bass Road, 
with added or extended turn lanes at 
intersections with connector roads.

TOLL ROADS

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is an independent agency that oversees 
several toll road projects in the region—including those listed below—and coordinates 
with other transportation agencies, including the Texas Department of Transportation.

Toll increases
In December the Mobility Authority and 
TxDOT announced toll rates would be 
increasing on all Austin-area toll roads 
effective Jan. 1. The increases range from 
1 to 3 cents per tolling station. For new 
rates visit www.mobilityauthority.org or 
www.txtag.org.

1  Manor Expressway
The completed project opened to traffic 
May 17 from US 183 to Parmer Lane east 
of SH 130. The 6.2-mile project added 
three tolled lanes in each direction along 
with three nontolled frontage road lanes 
each way as well as a 10-foot-wide 
bicycle and pedestrian path.  
www.manorexpressway.com
Timeline: Completed 
Cost: $426 million

2  MoPac Improvement Project
Construction began in December 2013 
on the 11-mile project that stretches from 
Parmer Lane to just north of Lady Bird 
Lake. The project will add one toll lane 
in each direction. Tolls will be adjusted 
based on real-time traffic volumes and 
will increase when traffic is heavier. 
www.mopacexpress.com
Timeline: Late 2015 completion 
Cost: $204 million

3  MoPac South
The Mobility Authority began an 

environmental study in 2013 on MoPac 
from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter 
Lane. Options for improving mobility 
include adding express toll lanes. 
Community meetings are underway and 
will continue throughout the study. 
www.mopacsouth.com
Timeline: Study to be complete by 2016 
Cost: TBD

4  SH 71
TxDOT is working on a design-build 
project that will add one toll lane in each 
direction from Presidential Boulevard 
to SH 130. The project will feature a 
bridge over FM 973 and SH 130. Upon 
completion of construction, the Mobility 
Authority will operate the toll facilities.
Timeline: Late 2016 completion 
Cost: $141 million

5  SH 45 SW
TxDOT launched an environmental study 
on the limited-access, four-lane, 3.6-mile 
toll road connecting Loop 1 to FM 1626 in 
Hays County in June 2013 and released 
a draft environmental document in June 
2014. Construction will only occur if a 
build alternative is approved.
Timeline: Final environmental impact 
statement expected to be released  
in February 
Cost: $100 million (Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
estimate)

regional transportation
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PUBLIC TRANSIT

CARTS
The Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System’s interurban bus service added 
new communities to its routes, which 
already include several Central Texas 
cities such as Georgetown, Pflugerville, 
Round Rock and San Marcos. The 
interurban coach added stops in 
LaGrange, Giddings, Paige, Smithville 
and Elgin starting Jan. 5.  
www.ridecarts.com

Urban rail
On Nov. 4 city of Austin voters turned 
down a $1 billion urban rail and road 
bond by a vote of 57 percent against. 
The bond would have helped build the 
city’s first urban rail line. Urban Rail 
Lead Kyle Keahey said the next steps 
will involve further analyzing the route, 
transit mode, size of the bond and 
funding plan. It is likely the Austin-
area’s public transit agency, Capital 
Metro, would take the lead in planning 
any future urban rail projects.

Lone Star Rail
In late 2014 the city of Austin 
committed 50 percent of all new 
property tax generated in the specified 
zones surrounding the Lone Star Rail 
District’s proposed Austin stations to 
help fund the regional commuter rail 
system, which would service cities 
between Georgetown and San Antonio. 
The district reached similar agreements 
with the city of San Marcos and Austin 
Community College in 2014. In 2015, 
Joe Black, Lone Star Rail District 
director, said he anticipates working 
on similar agreements with other cities 
and continuing the rail’s environmental 

impact study.
The total cost of the project is 
estimated at $1.8 billion.

1  MetroRail
In June the Texas Transportation 
Commission awarded Capital Metro 
a $50 million grant to double the 
capacity of its commuter rail line. The 
grant will allow the agency to purchase 
four new rail cars and replace the 
downtown station with a permanent 
one. Additionally, Capital Metro 
received a $11.3 million federal grant 
in 2013 and will spend $18 million of 
its own funds to improve MetroRail. 
These monies will enable the agency 
to add a second set of railroad 
tracks at three of its existing stations 
and realign part of the track in East 
Austin. All of the upgrades will lead 
to shorter headways—the distance 
between trains—of about 15 minutes. 
Construction on the upgrades will 
begin in 2015. Additionally, Capital 
Metro expects to finish the location 
of the MetroRail tracks near the Plaza 
Saltillo station in the summer.

2  MetroRapid
Capital Metro’s bus-rapid transit 
system launched in January 2014 on 
North Lamar Boulevard and South 
Congress Avenue. A second line 
launched in August on Burnet Road 
and South Lamar. During peak hours, 
the buses run about every 12 minutes. 
The $47.6 million project was funded 
partly by a $38.1 million federal grant.

6  Bergstrom Expressway
A decision to move forward with 
rebuilding US 183 from US 290 to 
SH 71 is anticipated this spring. The 
project would include adding a new, 
six-lane tolled expressway as well as 
reconstruction and widening of the 
existing US 183—which would remain 
toll-free.  
www.bergstromexpressway.com
Timeline: Study to be complete in 2015 
Cost: Estimate is about $750 million

7  183 North
An environmental study began in 2013 
to consider adding one or more express 
toll lanes on US 183 in the grassy median 
from MoPac to RM 620. The Mobility 
Authority expects to host community 
open house meetings in early 2015.
Timeline: Study to be complete in 2016 
Cost: TBD

8  SH 45 N and Loop 1
The final phase of the O’Connor Drive 
extension/toll interchange project was 
completed in August after several 
delays. The project is designed to 
alleviate traffic on RM 620 by adding 
new connections to SH 45 N, Loop 1 
and McNeil Road via O’Connor Drive. 
The project includes a bridge on 
O’Connor over SH 45 N, entrance and 
exit ramps, and frontage roads.
Timeline: Completed 
Cost: $31 million
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The 11-mile, $204 million MoPac Improvement Project is scheduled to be completed in late 
2015. Improvements include adding one new toll lane in each direction. 
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Vom Fass
Oil business relocates, celebrates anniversary

Solid Rock Brewing
Spicewood beer maker pondering expansions 

By Kyle Webb By Kyle Webb

O il, vinegar and spirits 
shop Vom Fass had a busy 
start to 2015. The shop 

celebrated its two-year anniversary 
Jan. 12 and relocated Jan. 2 from 3663 
Bee Caves Road, Ste. 4-H, to 2785 Bee 
Caves Road, Ste. 336, Austin.

The two locations may be only a 
mile-and-a-half away from each other, 
but co-owners Chris and Kristin Ver-
tomile said they expect the move will 
result in more business.

“It is just a better location,” Chris 
said. “It has more traffic and better 
parking.”

The business will also be able to sell 
alcohol again after a drawn-out legal 
battle with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission.

For more than a year Vom Fass 
went back and forth with the TABC 
regarding the legality of the store sell-
ing alcohol.

“I think part of it was that we were 
just new and different,” Chris said. “It 
didn’t fit their system, and they just 
tried to make it go away. Now that 
we have that all cleared up, we will be 
able to stock alcohol again.”

S picewood brewery Solid Rock 
Brewing launched its sixth 
beer, a vanilla milk stout 

called Trinity VMS, in December 
and is making the transition from a 
licensed brewery to a brewpub. The 
change occurred in mid-December 
and gives the business the ability to 
sell alcohol directly to consumers, co-
founder Steve Jones said.

“Now you can not only try a pint 
in our tasting room, but you can buy 
a six-pack or a keg to take home with 
you,” he said.

A large number of brewpubs have 
restaurants, Jones said, but with Solid 
Rock the focus is on the beer and food 
is secondary.

“We have some food and some-
times we will have a food truck 
on-site, but for us the focus is on the 
beer,” he said.

Jones said the brewpub is also 
considering expanding its facility to 
include a cold room in 2015. 

“[A cold room] would allow us to 
ramp up production a bit and hold 
beer before sending it to market,” 
Jones said.

2785 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 336, 
Austin
512-637-9545
www.vomfassaustin.com
Twitter: @VOMFASSAustin

2214 Bee Creek Road, Spicewood
512-571-1740
www.solidrockbrewing.com

The cold room would give the 
brewpub more flexibility during pro-
duction, he said. Jones also said the 
brewpub may expand more to the San 
Antonio market in the future but for 
now is focused on the Central Texas 
and Austin areas.
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Vom Fass owner Chris Vertomile stands in 
front of the new location. Vertomile said the 
location will receive more traffic.

Steve Jones, Solid Rock Brewing brewer and 
co-founder, holds the latest brewery release: 
Trinity VMS.
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him knowing exactly what you want.
(and we have wish-lists to help;)

in the Adobe Center at
3900 RR620S, ste 105, Bee Cave

512 263 9929    www.dalia.us
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KDRP
Sun Radio looks to extend signal reach in 2015

Flipnastics
Lakeway gym puts new larger facility to use

By Kyle Webb By Kyle Webb

KDRP, known as Sun 
Radio—Texas’ only solar-
powered radio station—

can be found in Austin on station 
100.1 FM, and because of a project 
to increase signal strength, the 
station can be heard as far north as 
Leander and Cedar Park.

“We are at about 85 percent of our 
upgrade capacity,” KDRP President 
and founder Daryl O’Neal said.  
“We had a lightning strike to one  
of our antennas that slowed us 
down a bit, but now our signal will 
be a bit cleaner on some of those 
fringe areas.”

O’Neal said in 2015 the station 
will continue to focus on adding 
listeners, the number of which have 
doubled in the past year, according 
to Nielsen ratings.

“We are going to continue playing 
great music and let our people on 
the microphone make great radio,” 
he said.

In addition to strengthening its 
signal to North Austin, Leander 
and Cedar Park, KDRP has been 
approached by several Hill Country 

F lipnastics gymnastics 
school moved to its new 
13,000-square-foot facility 

in October and hosted the District 
Championships the same week.

“It never stops,” Flipnastics owner 
Rachel Shaffer said. “We had a great 
turnout with more than 350 athletes 
competing and had about 1,000 visi-
tors during that first week.”

Shaffer said the new facility 
allowed her to nearly double the 
number of students the gymnasium 
could train—from 275 to more than 
500—and triple her staff.

“We love this space,” she said. “The 
community just keeps bringing in 
students, and that is great for us.”

Shaffer said the next big event 
the gym will host is the Flip Across 
Texas Invitational, which takes place 
Feb. 28.

The extra space of the new gym 
also allowed Shaffer to begin host-
ing birthday parties, she said.  
Participants can open presents  
and have cake, play games on the 
floor and receive an organized  
gymnastics lesson.

12600 Hill Country Blvd., Ste. R-130, 
Bee Cave • 512-829-4680 
www.sunradio.com • Station 100.1 FM

15527 Debba Drive, Austin
512-782-9457
www.flipnastics.com
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EXPIRES Feb. 13th 2015 

900 RR 620 S. Suite B104 
In the Lakeway Commons 

Shopping Center

512-494-6198 
www.magpieblossoms.com

Exquisite Blossoms, Home Decor & Gi� s 
When Ordinary Won’t Do.

radio stations looking to duplicate 
the popular music programming in 
2015, O’Neal said.

“We are going to continue to grow 
in the Hill Country,” he said. “We 
expect to add two more stations 
to add more area to the Sun Radio 
family.”

Despite the instant growth and 
increased business, Shaffer said she 
has no plans for expansion.

“We are already sold out [of class 
space],” she said. “But this space is 
enough. We are where we are going 
to be.”
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Radio hosts at KDRP can be seen on the mic 
through a window of the Hill Country Galleria 
studio.

A gymnast uses the equipment at the new 
Flipnastics gym. The facility opened in Octo-
ber and nearly doubled in students.
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Lake Travis

New Year
New You

San Saba Spa at Lakeway Resort 
101 Lakeway Drive   512.261.7350  www.lakewayresortandspa.com
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Come and see for yourself!
Wednesday 4th February 2015 10:00am - 11:15am

Join us at our Open House where you will be given the chance to experience 
our wonderful school first hand; meet with the team, enjoy our stunning 
state of the art facility and see what makes Abercorn International School 
so special.

Places for this Open House are limited, so for more information 
or to book a place please visit www.abercorninternational.org 
and click on Open House.

Abercorn International is proud to be a Candidate School for the 
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme.

LONDON | NEW YORK | AUSTIN

Abercorn International School
Academic excellence and global learning in the heart of  Texas

601 Ranch Road 620 South, Lakeway, TX 78734 | (512) 263 - 8160
www.abercorninternational.org
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Briarcliff Bistro  
and Bacon Bar
Increased business paves the way for big 2015

Kerbey Lane Cafe
Expansion in west Travis County a possibility

By Kyle Webb

By Kyle Webb

T he Briarcliff restaurant 
has grown by leaps and 
bounds in 2014. Business 

has increased by about 50-60 percent 
since March, and the restaurant has 
added hours and regular specials 
to the menu, co-owner Jeff Dem-
gen said. Monday is Italian night, 
Wednesday is Mexican food and 
Sundays feature Asian cuisine, all 
surprisingly bacon free, he said.

The increase in business has 
resulted in hiring a larger staff, 
including a new kitchen manager, 
about five servers, four bartenders 
and five kitchen staff, Demgen said.

The bistro also added more live 
entertainment, which is expected to 
expand in 2015 with more acts and 
a larger outdoor performing space, 
Demgen said.

Demgen said the restaurant will 
also increase its emphasis on catering.

“We don’t really advertise it, but 
we can cater any sort of gathering in 
the area,” he said. “It is something we 
want to focus on [in 2015].”

K erbey Lane Cafe CEO 
Mason Ayer was less than 
a year old when his parents 

opened the first Kerbey Lane at 3704 
Kerbey Lane, Austin. Ayer grew up 
with the company and after finish-
ing college, came back to Austin 
and expanded the business from 
four restaurants to six, including 
the new Westlake location, 701 S. 
Capital of Texas Hwy., Austin.

“It seemed like the right place at 
the right time,” he said. “The [West-
lake area] has changed a lot and that 
is a good thing. Ten or 15 years ago 
we wouldn’t have built a restaurant 
out here, but the support has been 
fantastic.”

Before Ayer took over the restau-
rant had not built a new location 
since it opened the University loca-
tion in 2000. However, he launched 
the Southwest Austin location in 
2010, the Westlake location in 2014, 
is working on opening locations at 
Braker Lane and Metric Boulevard 
in Northwest Austin and Round 
Rock, and is considering opening a 
location in western Travis County.

108 S. Pace Bend Road, Spicewood
512-264-0029
www.briarcliffbistro.com

701 S. Capital of Texas Hwy., Austin
512-879-2820
www.kerbeylanecafe.com

Despite the rapid expansion Ayer 
said he is steadfast in his belief that 
the family-owned restaurant will 
remain that way.

“I can’t see us ever franchising,” 
he said. “We view expansion as an 
organic process and we plan to keep 
it that way.”
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From left: Manager Rachel Coppedge and co-
owners Jennifer Halpine, Robert Joseph Kinslow 
and Jeff Demgen have increased business.

The restaurant added regular specials in 2014.

Patrons dine at the Westlake Kerbey Lane 
Cafe, which opened in 2014. The restaurant 
was the first Kerbey Lane opened in 4 years.
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512-387-4966 • brian@myowncpaaustin.com • www.myowncpaaustin.com

MY OWN CPA

Bookkeeping 
& Financial 
Management

Business Bookkeeping • Pay Your Bills • Track and Categorize Expenses 
Develop a Personal Budget • Organize Your Financial Life

Call or Email for a
free consultationBrian Herrington, CPA—Founder/President

(512) 288-5457
 www.segnersjewelers.com

Bee Cave’s Full Service Jewelry Store
Family owned and operated for over 75 years

12400 Highway 71 West
Suite 708

Bee Cave, TX 78738
in the HEB shopping center 

next to Starbucksnext to Starbucks

RING IN THE 
NEW YEAR 

CRITTER FREE!

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070   •   www.CritterRidderTexas.com

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 
Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion ServiceCentral Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to exceed $150
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17 through 18, 24–25  
Disney’s ‘Aladdin Jr.’

The TexARTS Youth Musical Theatre 
Academy presents a musical adventure 
based on the animated Disney film, “Aladdin.” 
The production features music from the 
Academy Award–winning score and features 
performances by two cast groups. 2 p.m. and 
6 p.m. (Jan. 17), 2 p.m. (Jan. 18), 2 p.m. and  
6 p.m. (Jan. 24), 2 p.m. (Jan. 25). $15. 
TexARTS Kam and James Morris Theatre, 
2300 Lohmans Spur, Ste. 160, Lakeway.  
512-852-9079, ext. 101. www.tex-arts.org

18 Viewpoints dinner series
The third of a five-part series features 

Tracy Dahlby, a University of Texas professor 
of journalism, speaking about “Reporting 
the World Up Close and Personal—Why It’s 
Essential and Why It’s Becoming a Lost Art.” 
6–8 p.m. $85 (Activity Center members), 
$100 (nonmembers). Price includes dinner, 
event is BYOB. Lakeway Activity Center,  
105 Cross Creek, Lakeway. 512-261-1010.  
www.lakeway-tx.gov

20 Lake Travis Republican  
Club meeting

Retired Navy Adm. Bobby Inman is the 
featured speaker at the club’s monthly 
meeting. Inman served as director of 
Navy Intelligence, director of the National 
Security Agency and deputy director of 
Central Intelligence, among other leadership 
positions. 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. $15 (members), 
$20 (guests). Hills Country Club, Waterfall 
Room, 26 Club Estates Parkway, Austin.  
512-261-0722. www.laketravisrepublican.com

21 Chamber luncheon
The Lake Travis Chamber of 

Commerce presents its annual Lake Travis 
Economic Forecast. Speakers for the event 
include Travis County Commissioner Gerald 
Daugherty, Lake Travis ISD Superintendent 
Brad Lancaster, Lakeway City Manager Steve 
Jones, Bee Cave City Councilwoman Kara 
King and broker Doug Land. Guests must 
register by Jan. 16. 10 a.m. (registration), 
10:30 a.m.–1 p.m. (networking and program). 
$30 (members), $35 (nonmembers). Lakeway 
Resort and Spa, Rio Grande Ballroom, 101 
Lakeway Drive, Austin. 512-263-5833.  
www.laketravischamber.com

22 Brown bag lunch concert 
series

The city of Lakeway’s Arts Committee 
hosts the recurring series during the 
winter to help residents escape the 
dreary weather. Southwestern University 
theater professor Rick Roemer presents 
“Music of the Theatre” featuring 
Southwestern students Noon–1 p.m. 
Free. Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross 

Austin Gorilla Run
Participants can suit up in gorilla 
costumes in the annual fun run and 

5K. The race starts and finishes at the Mueller 
Browning Hangar, and an afterparty includes 
music. Gorilla suits are included in the cost to 
participate, and runners can keep their suits 
after the event. Proceeds from the race directly 
benefit the Ruth Keesling Wildlife Health and 
Research Center in Kampala, Uganda. 9 a.m.  
$40–$109 (adults), $15–$40 (children age 12 
and younger). Mueller Browning Hangar, 4550 
Mueller Blvd. 720-524-0272.  
www.austingorillarun.com

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

us
tin

 G
o

ri
lla

 R
un

JA N
31

January

13 20, 27 and Feb. 3  
Archery class

A beginner to intermediate-level archery class 
is designed for children age 8 and older. The 
class is taught by a USA Archery instructor 
using USA Archery Association instruction on 
the Olympic sport. 4:30–5:45 p.m.  
$115 (Activity Center members), $130 
(nonmembers). Lakeway Activity Center,  
105 Cross Creek, Lakeway. 512-261-1010. 
www.lakeway-tx.gov

16 New library club for kids
Lake Travis Community Library 

launches The Lego Club for children age 
5 and older in January. Children play with 
Lego building bricks to build structures 
during a free play session. Attendance 
is limited to 20 participants. 4 p.m. Free. 
Lake Travis Community Library, 1938 
Lohmans Crossing, Austin.  
512-263-2885. www.laketravislibrary.org

16 Family bingo night
Play bingo in a relaxed atmosphere 

with friends and family. There are 16 games 
with cash prizes along with door prizes, 
snacks and drinks. Children who play a game 
must be accompanied by a parent to win a 
prize. 6:30 p.m. (doors open), 7 p.m. (games 
begin). $5 (children, one sheet with three 
cards, one per child), $25 (adults, one sheet 
with three cards), $15 (extra sheet). Emmaus 
Catholic Parish, 1718 Lohmans Crossing, 
Lakeway. 512-261-8500.  
www.emmauslakeway.com/bingo

17 Albert and Gage concert
The Spicewood Arts Society 

presents Austin-based Americana duo 
Christine Albert and Chris Gage. As a 
duo, Albert and Gage have released six 
albums since first forming in 1997. Gage 
has played with country stars Roy Clark 
and Jimmie Dale Gilmore, and Albert 
has released several solo albums. The 
performance is the fourth concert of the 
2014–15 season. 7 p.m. $50. Spicewood 
Vineyards Event Center, 1419 CR 409, 
Spicewood. 512-264-2820.  
www.spicewoodarts.org

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

Creek, Lakeway. 512-261-1010.  
www.lakeway-tx.gov

22 Kenny G concert
The Grammy Award–winning 

saxophonist performs selections from a 
recording career that spans nearly three 
decades and 14 studio albums. With a nod 
to R&B, pop and Latin, Kenny G’s jazz-based 
melodies have helped the musician sell more 
than 75 million records worldwide and enjoy 
chart-topping success, starting with the 1986 
album, “Duotones,” which sold more than 
3 million copies. His latest album, “Brazilian 
Nights,” is scheduled to be released at the 
end of January. 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. $110–
$178, plus service fees. One World Theatre, 
7701 Bee Caves Road, Austin. 512-330-9500, 
ext. 5. www.oneworldtheatre.org

24 Bee’s birthday bash
Guests can wear fancy tea party 

apparel to the special story time event, which 
celebrates the birthday of the Bee Cave 
Public Library story time mascot, Bee Cave 
Bee. Guests can also partake in refreshments 
and a simple craft. 2 p.m. Free. Bee Cave 
Public Library, 4000 Galleria Parkway, Bee 
Cave. 512-767-6620.  
http://pl.beecavetexas.com

29 Brown bag lunch concert 
series

Austin pianist/vocalist Matt Wilson has 
a deep catalog that includes original 
material as well as classic soul, R&B, 
rock ‘n’ roll, funk and gospel standards. 
The series runs from January through 
February. Noon–1 p.m. Free. Lakeway 
Activity Center, 105 Cross Creek, 
Lakeway. 512-261-1010.  
www.lakeway-tx.gov

31 ‘Into the Woods Jr.’ auditions
Students ages 7–12 can audition 

for roles in the upcoming TexARTS Youth 
Musical Theatre Academy production 
directed by Natalia Luna. Performers 
selected for the production receive 
instruction in acting, dance and voice during 
rehearsals beginning Feb. 7 for six public 
performances. Students must be registered 
in the academy to audition. 9 a.m. Free. 
TexARTS Kam and James Morris Theatre, 
2300 Lohmans Spur, Ste. 160, Lakeway.  
512-852-9079, ext. 101. www.tex-arts.org

31 Garden tool workshop
Colleen Dieter, Red Wheelbarrow 

Plant Care founder, presents a workshop on 
using the right tools in the garden. Topics 
include proper use and maintenance and 
unusual tool examples, and participants are 
invited to bring tools from home for hands-on 
help. Class time is subject to change, so call 
first to confirm. As the class is held under an 
open-air canopy, participants should dress 
for outdoor conditions. 10 a.m. Free. The 
Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Road, 
Austin.  512-288-6113.  
www.naturalgardeneraustin.com

Ongoing in January

01 through 31  
Art exhibits on display

Local artists Sandi Boston and Travis 
Johansen showcase exhibits in the Lake 
Travis Community Library during the 
month of January. Boston’s paintings 
focus on Texas Hill Country skyscapes 
and are on display in the meeting area. 
Johansen creates abstract alabaster and 
marble sculptures intended to evoke the 
beauty of nature through simple shapes 
and representative forms. Johansen’s 
sculptures can be seen in a display 
window near the library entrance.  
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Lake Travis-
Westlake events at  
impactnews.com/ltw-calendar

To have Lake Travis-Westlake events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Wednesday, January 28th &
Tuesday, February 17th

Teen Chocolate Wars
The Bee Cave Public Library Teen Advisory Board presents a teen event 
celebrating all things chocolate for seventh- through 12th-grade students. 

Participants will learn the history of chocolate, taste-test various types of chocolate and 
take part in chocolate war games. 2 p.m. Free. Bee Cave Public Library, 4000 Galleria 
Parkway, Bee Cave. 512-767-6620. http://pl.beecavetexas.com

Featured Event
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10 a.m.–7 p.m. (Mon.–Tue.), 10 a.m.–6 
p.m. (Wed.–Fri.), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Sat.), 1–4 
p.m. (Sun.). Free. Lake Travis Community 
Library, 1938 Lohmans Crossing, Austin. 
512-263-2885. www.laketravislibrary.org

February

02 through 16  
StoryWalk

Children can experience a Valentine’s Day 
story while taking a short walk on the trail 
behind Lakeway City Hall. Pages from the 
children’s book “Love You When” by Linda 
Kranz are posted along the walkway for young 
readers. Visitors are encouraged to record 
their responses at the end of the route. The 
StoryWalk Project was created by Vermont 
resident Anne Ferguson in 2007. Parking is 
available at the lower level of the Lakeway 
Activity Center parking lot. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. 
Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross Creek, 
Lakeway. 512-314-7532. www.lakeway-tx.gov

07 Seton High Tea
The Lakeway Associates of Seton 

host High Tea featuring food and more. All 
funds raised benefit Seton Shoal Creek 
Hospital, which treats children and adults 
who are experiencing emotional and/or 
substance abuse issues. The money is 
used to support projects and programs 
that improve the patient experience. 1 p.m. 
$40 (check made out to The Seton Fund 
and mailed to Nancy Clayton, 110 Melody 
St., Lakeway.) Hills Country Club, 26 Club 

Estates Parkway, Austin. 512-261-1980, 
512-261-7759.

07 All About Roses workshop
Master gardener Cher Groody leads 

a session on how to incorporate user-friendly 
roses into a new or existing garden plan. 
Topics include proper selection methods, site 
prep, pruning, pest control and fertilization. 
Beginning garden enthusiasts are welcome, 
and questions are encouraged. 10 a.m.–noon. 
Free; Zilker park entrance fee is $1 (child or 
senior), $2 (adult), $3 (non-Austin residents). 
Zilker Botanical Garden, 2220 Barton Springs 
Road, Austin. 512-477-8672.  
www.zilkergarden.org

14 TEDxYouth Austin
Based on the annual TED conferences, 

TEDxYouth Austin is a day of talks and 
performances focused on topics that inspire 
youth. More than 700 high school and middle 
school students throughout Central Texas 
participated in the 2014 event. The 2015 
speakers have not been named, but the theme 
for the event is “(In)visible—Deciphering What 
It Means To Make The Invisible Visible And 
Uncover Hidden Meaning In All Aspects Of 
Life.” 1–6 p.m. Free. Westlake High School, 
4100 Westbank Drive, Austin.  
www.tedxyouthaustin.com,  
www.ted.com/tedx. Twitter: @TEDTalks

Compiled by Richard Guerrero and Kyle Webb
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Residential development in the traditionally 
moderately priced Hudson Bend area 
gained ground in 2014 with four communities 
slated for construction in the city of Austin’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, off RR 620. 
The neighborhoods are all zoned to Lake Travis 
ISD, a factor developers said influenced their 
decision to proceed in the area that abuts 
Mansfield Dam.

Lakeside Villas is slated to have its 32 
duplex units completed in 2015, said developer 
Rob Swett. Each unit will have about 400 square 
feet of outdoor space and an elevator, with the 
project’s driveway located on Mansfield Dam 
Road, he said.

A 71-homesite development—Vistas of 
McCormick Mountain—had been on hold 
for seven years following the area’s economic 
downturn, said developer Mike Wilson of 
McCormick Hilltop Investment Partners. 
However, the project was greenlighted in 2014, 
he said.

“It was the last undeveloped parcel in the 
Hudson Bend area with hilltop and lake views,” 
Wilson said.

A 14.75-acre project—Canopy at Hudson 
Bend—is being developed jointly in the La 
Hacienda Estates subdivision by builder Castle 
Rock Communities and Eck Lane Properties, 
developer Cosmo Palmieri said.

The gated neighborhood will feature 38 
detached homesites with 40 percent of the 
property dedicated to greenspace, said Lance 
Wright, owner of Castle Rock Communities. 

“[Canopy] should be a really nice enclave 
community,” Wright said. “[Its style] will be more 
consistent with the modern areas of Austin—a 
more hip, contemporary product.”

Waterfront community Waterfall on Lake 
Travis will feature lake views from some of its 
36 condominium units, said Palmieri, who is 
developing the project with Kelly Gray. Buyers 
will have the option to rent a boat slip from the 
adjacent South Shore Marina, he said.

Hudson Bend

Hudson 
Bend

The Grove at  
Steiner Ranch

TR Vista

Waterfall on  
Lake Travis

Hill Country Indoor

Map not to scale. Map not comprehensive of all commercial and residential developments.

Vibra Rehabilitation Hospital

620 corridor
Continued from | 1

Construction on the city’s largest 
project, the 175,000-square-foot Oaks 
at Lakeway, began in late 2014 but 
took two years to plan, said Jon Andrus, 
a partner at Stratus Properties, the 
project’s developer.

The 90-acre development is expected 
to be a “true neighborhood retail 
center” driven by anchor H-E-B that is 
anticipated to open Oct. 30, he said.

The store will be an upscale model,  
he said.

“[H-E-B’s] goal is to design a unique 
store that reflects the culture and 
character of the area,” Lakeway City 
Manager Steve Jones said. 

The Lakeway Visitors Commission 
is also considering the tract for a 
possible arts and/or conference center, 
Commissioner Gary Shoemaker said.

The 65-acre Lakeway Medical Village 
is under construction, with its Goddard 
School—a preschool and after-school 
care program—expected to be up and 
running in April, school owner Raul 
Alvarez said. Alvarez and wife Isa broke 
ground Oct. 24 on the school site. 

Additional medical offices, a Randolph 
Brooks Credit Union and two hotels—
La Quinta and Marriott brands—are 
proposed for the tract, developer Joel 
Canfield said. 

The Harbor at Lakeway, a 150-
room, assisted-living and memory-care 
community in Lakeway Medical Village, is 
expected to open in 2015, he said.

A 125-room independent-living facility 
will also begin construction in early 2015 
on the parcel directly behind The Harbor 
at Lakeway, Canfield said.

The project on the backside of the 
tract bordering the Lakeway Regional 
Medical Center—the Wild Cherry Drive 
development—was approved for rezoning 
Dec. 15 by Lakeway City Council. 
This measure will allow future plans 
for medical offices on the 6-acre site, 
Canfield said.

Lakeway witnessed the opening of its 
first acute medical rehabilitation facility—
Vibra Rehabilitation Hospital—Nov. 24.

Site plans for Lexus of Lakeway 
were approved in 2014 by Lakeway 
City Council, marking a change in the 
city’s longstanding prohibition against 
automotive dealerships. 

The Customer Convenience Operation 
includes a service center and car 
dealership and is expected to open mid-
July or August, Marketing Director Cassie 
LaMere said. 

“The city’s focus [in 2015] will be to 
ensure the success of the projects that 
are underway and help them live up to 
everyone’s expectations,” Jones said.

Lakeway

Hill Country Galleria

Design and illustration by Amy Vanlandingham



Lake Travis | Westlake Edition • January 2015 37

Hudson’s 
on the 
Bend

Lake Travis

Trails at 
620

Lake Travis 
Marina

The Oasis

Stokes Ranch

Holiday Inn Express

Children’s Learning 
Adventure

Windy Ridge 
Apartment Homes

Montebello

Austin Regional Clinic

High Pointe Village

Austin Diagnostic Clinic

Goddard School of 
Steiner Ranch

Lakeside Villas

Vistas of McCormick 
Mountain

Steiner Ranch 
Steakhouse

Steiner 
Ranch  
Golf Course

Mansfield Dam

620

183

Steiner Ranc
h Blvd.

N. Quinlan Park Rd.

Boulder L

n.
2222

   
   

   
   

    
   

   
   

   
   

 Bullick Hollo
w Rd.

Four 
Points

CVS/Commercial

Escape at Four Points

The Preserve at Four Points

The Preserve at Zimmerman Lane

R
iv

er

place Blvd.

The Shops at Boulder

Anderson Mill Rd.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
A YEAR MAKES
2014 development along RR 620

Residential Coming soon Residential opened in 2014 Commercial coming soon Commercial opened in 2014

In 2014 development along western Travis County’s RR 620 grew to new heights. This map illustrates large residential and commercial projects 
that either opened in 2014 or are coming soon to the RR 620 corridor—from Hwy. 71 to Anderson Mill Road. Experts, including local analyst 
Mark Sprague, director of information capital at Independence Title Co., anticipate the trend will continue in 2015.

Concordia 
University

Reaching east of Lake Travis, 
developers are adding more 
commercial and residential 
projects on RR 620.

Taylor Morrison broke ground 
Oct. 6 on its final Steiner Ranch 
neighborhood—the 84-homesite 
The Grove at Steiner Ranch, 
Vice President Adib Khoury said. 
It adjoins a tract slated for TR 
Vista’s custom home community. 

Shopping center High Pointe 
Village is being offered for lease 
and purchase, said owner Nancy 
Bui of the planned 70,000- to 
80,000-square-foot commercial 
development. However, further 
progress on the project may 
wait until the Texas Department 
of Transportation completes a 
study for a bypass roadway to 
cut through the tract and make 
access easier, she said.

Four Points received two 
major medical facilities along 
RR 620 in 2014—the Austin 
Diagnostic Clinic and the 
Austin Regional Clinic.

Owned by Jennifer Burton, 
preschool Goddard School 
of Steiner Ranch opened 
Dec. 1 in the Quinlan Crossing 
shopping center.

 A 150-unit duplex project is 
in the works for Steiner Ranch 
tract MU-14—at RR 620 and 
Quinlan Park, Khoury said.

A CVS/pharmacy and an 
unknown commercial building 
are planned for a 7-acre tract at 
the northwest corner of RR 620 
at the intersection of RR 2222, 
tract owner James George said.

Embrey constructed 344 
apartment homes at Escape at 
Four Points in 2014. Standard 
Pacific is completing The 
Preserve at Four Points’ 146 
single-family homes.

Four of nine homesites have 
been sold in The Preserve at 

Zimmerman Lane with a tract 
across the street zoned for an 
additional 25 homes, developer 
Jeff Arsenault said.

Phase 2 of Trails at 620 
is slated to include new 
dining, entertainment and a 
35,000-square-foot child care 
facility—Children’s Learning 
Adventure—in 2015, adding to a 
Holiday Inn Express hotel now 
under construction in Phase 1, 
developer Leslie Sloan said.

The Shops at Boulder, 
an 8,800-square-foot retail 
center, broke ground Jan. 5. 
Sherwin-Williams will be the 
anchor tenant when the project 
is complete June 1, Hunington 
Properties agent Evan Dyer said.

Three new residential projects 
on RR 620 are zoned to Leander 
ISD and Vandegrift High School.

Taylor Morrison’s Montebello, 
a 50-acre gated community 
slated to begin construction early 
this year, will offer single-family 
homes, Khoury said.

The project backs up to 
preserve and was annexed into 
the Austin city limits in October.

A 25-acre tract along RR 620  
at Buckner Road is being 
developed into residential 
neighborhood and retail center, 
Stokes Ranch. The project will 
include 30 single-family homes 
and an 8,000- to 10,000-square-
foot neighborhood retail center, 
HTH Capital partner Kevin 
Hunter said. Two neighborhood 
entrances will be on Buckner 
Road and RR 620, he said.

Land on RR 620 has been 
cleared for a 120-unit affordable 
housing complex, Windy Ridge 
Apartments, set to open this 
fall, said Roland Broussard 
of Realtex Development, 
the project’s developer with 
Generation Housing.

Four Points

During the past year the city of Bee Cave paved the way 
for additional development on RR 620.

In March, developer Adrian Overstreet led a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the city’s first major hotel—
Sonesta Bee Cave in the Hill Country Galleria. The 195-
room hotel is slated to open in June and feature a rooftop bar 
overlooking the Hill Country, Overstreet said.

“The rooftop bar transformed from being considered an 
accessory amenity at the beginning of the project, in my 
mind, into what amounts to the crowning jewel of the entire 
project,” said Steve Edmiston, associate principal at DCI 
Engineers.

Sister projects Terrace at Bee Cave and The Backyard 

at Bee Cave were approved Dec. 10 to add entertainment 
venues, movie and television production studios, office 
buildings, dining, parking garages, residences and hotels to 
the planned development districts located just off RR 620.

Hill Country Indoor, an 85,000-square-foot sports facility, 
will be going forward with construction in 2015. 

Following years of controversy, City Council approved 
site plans Oct. 28 for the 16.8-acre Park at Bee Cave 
commercial project. It will offer office, retail, and commercial 
space beginning in early 2015, developer Bill Walters said.

Phase 1 of Gateway to Falconhead—an open-air 
commercial project including office, dining and retail space—
was greenlighted Dec. 15 by Bee Cave City Council. The site 

development permit approved for Phase 1 includes 46,000 
square feet of retail with the remaining 80,000 square feet 
of office space reserved for Phase 2, said John Elges, the 
project’s leasing agent. Groundbreaking on the development 
is expected in January, he said.

Three apartment developments added residential space 
to the city in 2014, beginning with the July opening of the 
Estates at Bee Cave, a 316-unit apartment complex. 
Construction on the 315-unit Cielo Apartment Living was 
finished in August, and the adjacent 228-unit Madrone 
Apartment Homes opened its first units in October. The 
project, located in the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, will be 
complete by March 30, leasing agent Ally Bravo said.

Bee Cave

MU-14



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com38

A
U

S
T

IN
 OWNED

A

N D  O P E R

A
T

E
D

Childhood is the ideal time to learn Spanish. Lingüística’s unique 

approach to language puts kids on the road to bilingualism and 

cultural fluency, and provides them with a lifelong skill that will 

translate into academic and professional success.  

Find out how you can start learning Spanish today.

START TODAY
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HEALING BODY

Oak Grove Plaza, 1607 Ranch Rd. 620 North, Lakeway 
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MAKE 2015 THE 
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   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

The Liebelt Cabin, originally located on the Wunneburger property 
on the soon to Lakeway downtown center The Oaks at Lakeway, was 
constructed by German emigrant August Liebelt around 1870. The 
cabin has been restored and moved to the Lakeway City Hall property.

From left: Texas Gov. John Connally, Railroad 
Commissioner Jim Langston and Austin attorney 
Frank Denius open the Lakeway Inn in 1963.

Lakeway Village Square opened in 1983. Citizens held 
outdoor dances here, and it was the location of the 
first restaurant, clothing store and more in the city.
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Scott G. Brown
Mortgage Loan Originator
512.865.0778
scott.brown@regions.com
NMLS # 356713

W W W. R E G I O N S M O R T G A G E . C O M / S C O T T B R O W N

Regions 100% Financing
Doctor, Dentist and Resident

• 100% Financing  - No down payment 
required

• No PMI – Lower monthly payments
• Flexible loan programs with fi xed and 

adjustable rates
• No prepayment penalty
• Future employment income contracts

Regions Construction Financing
Single Loan Closing for Lot, 

Construction and Permanent Loan

• Build on your lot
• Available for new construction or major 

remolding projects
• Low fi xed interest only rate during construction
• Permanent rate locks with free fl oat down 

option
• Loans up to $2,000.00

construction in 1962, but no one took the 
development of Lakeway seriously, accord-
ing to Byron Varner, author of the book 
“Lakeway The First 25 Years.”

One of the Inn’s investors, Flint Sawtelle, 
had trouble getting telephone service and 
power to the hotel but swayed representa-
tives of both utility agencies during a lunch, 
the book states.

“Gentlemen, as you see, we really are 
building a hotel here. We really are going to 
develop a new community. We can’t do these 
things without your cooperation, however.”

Edwards said the formation of the Lake-
way Civic Corp. was another part of the 
early stages of Lakeway that lends to the 
growth still seen today.

Established in the 1960s, the organiza-
tion has been given $200 of every lot sale 
in the city. The interest from the funds col-
lected goes to projects throughout the city. 

“It is a very benevolent organization,” he 
said. “It still funds projects for the overall 
good of the city.”

The second cycle
Lakeway formally became the village of 

Lakeway in 1974, but the second cycle of 
growth really didn’t set in until the forma-
tion of the Lake Travis Independent School 
System in 1981 when it split from Dripping 
Springs ISD and a $7.3 million bond was 
passed by voters.

“That was the turning point,” Edwards 
said. “You could see it immediately. Even 
then the school was a magnet for the city.”

Boston said the creation of the school 
district made Lakeway a more attractive 
place to live full time for people seeking 
refuge from the big-city life. Lakeway was 
not just a vacation destination anymore.

The third cycle
The 1990s saw several steps forward for 

Lakeway, Edwards said, including the for-
mation of the city of Lakeway in May 1990 
and the annexation of the RR 620 corridor 
in 1996–97.

“The owners of the businesses [on RR 
620] were originally against the annexation 

for tax purposes,” he said. “But by doing so 
it gave the city a certain amount of control 
along the corridor and provided leverage to 
control growth. If we hadn’t done that, the 
whole corridor would be a hodgepodge of 
businesses.”

Edwards said he wished the city would 
have annexed the corridor earlier to allow the 
city a better chance to work on traffic issues.

“We were dealing with traffic problems on 
[RR] 620 even back then,” he said. “I think, 
had we annexed the land a few years earlier, 
it would have allowed us to build service 
roads that would have helped traffic.”

Both Boston and Edwards said another 
turning point for the growth of the city 
was the establishment of a full-service post 
office in the late ’90s.

“Before that you had to go all the way 
to Oak Hill for the nearest full post office,” 
Edwards said.

The fourth cycle
The city is now in the middle of its fourth 

cycle, Edwards and Boston said. 
“People came out here to get away from 

the city at first,” Boston said. “We are start-
ing to see that again.”

Lakeway has made several changes in the 
past few years to improve the quality of life 
for residents as well as attract new residents 
and vacationers.

The construction of the Lakeway 
Regional Medical Center in 2012, the for-
mation of the Lakeway Visitors Commis-
sion and implementation of the hotel occu-
pancy tax, the construction of the Oaks at 
Lakeway, which will serve as the downtown 
for the city, the bond referendum to fund 
the construction of a youth sports complex, 
and the planned construction of a per-
forming arts center have all played parts in 
improving the quality of life and attracting 

visitors, said Devin Monk, communica-
tions coordinator for the city of Lakeway.

“The changes seem to happen in 20-year 
cycles and have allowed for people to come 
in, have kids, send them to school and then 
college, and transition on to their next 
phase of life,” Boston said. “The people are 
part of the quality of life here.”

Current Lakeway Mayor Dave DeOme 
said he does not think future Lakeway will 
look much different from the Lakeway of 
today. He said he does not think the city 
will move away from being a residential 
community.

“We can expect the city will be bigger 
and more modern,” he said. “The question, 
as always, will not be if Lakeway will grow, 
but how it will grow.”
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*50% Off Design Center Option Promotion limited time offer for cash or financed buyers is valid on to-be-built homes at Taylor Morrison’s Austin Division communities only. Valid on new 
purchase agreements written  between January 7th, 2015 and February 28th, 2015 only (“Promotion Period”).  Not valid for any other Taylor Morrison Division or for contracts written outside 
of the Promotion Period.  The specific options available and savings will vary depending on the to-be-built Home and/or Community selected.  Not valid with inventory/model homes and 
any other advertised promotions, incentives and/or offers and no substitutions or Purchase Price reductions permitted.  No other discounts, incentives, offers, coupons, etc. will apply, except 
as expressly agreed to in the Purchase Agreement.  Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Additional restrictions may apply and all incentives, pricing, availability and 
plans subject to change or delay without notice. Please see a Taylor Morrison Austin Sales Associate and the Purchase Agreement terms for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for 
additional disclaimers. © January 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Find your new home at taylormorrison.com/Austin

50% OFF DESIGN OPTIONS for all new purchases made through February 28th, 2015!*

Live life your way.
Life inspired homes in Ladera,  

Rough Hollow, Sweetwater  
and Steiner Ranch

Come visit our Austin 
area communities today!

Meet Scott Oberhoff, M.D. 
ADC Steiner Ranch Allergist
Appointments: 512-901-4052

The Austin Diagnostic Clinic Steiner Ranch
5145 FM 620 North, Bldg. I 
512-681-5900   ADClinic.com 
Your Austin Doctors Clinic

ADC Steiner Ranch specialties include:  Allergy, Dermatology, ENT, Family Practice, Neurology, Ob/Gyn, Pediatrics, Podiatry and Rheumatology.

Scott Oberhoff, M.D. is a board certified allergy, asthma and 
immunology specialist who evaluates and treats children and adults 
for allergy associated medical conditions.  He received his medical 
degree at University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston and 
completed his residency, internship and fellowship at Tulane 
University Medical School in New Orleans.  Dr. Oberhoff has been 
recognized as a 2013 Texas Monthly Super Doctor Rising Star.

Ask us if our new Allergy Drops therapy may be right for you. 

New patients of all ages are welcome and most insurances including 
Medicare accepted.   Call 512-901-4052 to make an appointment or 
visit ADClinic.com to learn more about Dr. Oberhoff.
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This master-planned Austin community 
features three community centers, including 
junior Olympic pools, resort-style pools and 
splash pads. The community facilities also 
offer air-conditioned club rooms with kitchen 
facilities, outdoor showers, bathrooms and 
changing facilities. The neighborhood also has 
sport and basketball courts; tennis courts, 
two of which are lighted; soccer fields; multi-
purpose ball fields; open spaces for frisbee, 
football, baseball and soccer; and an on-site 
activities director who plans events.

Steiner Ranch 78732 Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 1/8/15

Build-out year: Not built out

Square footage: 1,700–9,000

Home values: $275,000–$5 million+

HOA dues (estimated): $670–$2,600 annually 

Schools: Steiner Ranch Elementary, Laura Welch 
Bush Elementary, and River Ridge Elementary 
schools; Canyon Ridge Middle School; and 
Vandegrift High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Travis County 0.4563 
Travis County Hospital District 0.1264 
Travis County ESD No. 6  0.1000 
WCID No. 17 0.0575 
WCID No. 17 Steiner Ranch 0.4285 
Austin Community College District 0.0942 
Leander ISD 1.5119

Total (per $100 value) 2.7748

51

Homes on 
the market*

$12,988

Median annual 
property taxes

$468,076

Median 
home value

70

Average days 
on the market*

14

Homes under 
contract*

$146.41

Median price 
per square foot

78734 78730

78726

78738

78732

78733

78746

78735

MoPac360

35

620

183

290

71

78669

Neighborhood data provided by 
Cara Keenan 
Realty Austin

512-917-2326  
carakeenan@realtyaustin.com

11313 Woodland Hills Trail $575,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,995 sq. ft.
Agent: Richard Olesch,  
Realty Austin  512-919-2975

12808 Appaloosa Chase Drive $317,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,979 sq. ft.
Agent: Brad Fulks,  
Reilly Realtors  512-940-7380

1816 Eagles Glen Cove  $1,274,000

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  5,542 sq. ft. 
Agent: Josh Lasserre, 
Realty Austin  512-627-7023

12604 Bright Sky Overlook $399,900

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  3,127 sq. ft.
Agent: Jared English,  
Congress Realty Inc.  866-599-5601

C-075 / Alhambra

Innovative, Unique 
   Works of Art for You

20 YEARS IN AUSTIN // 512.767.5295 // EDGAR@CANTERADOORSAUSTIN.COM

TURN KEY REMODEL PROJECTS • WROUGHT IRON DOORS & RAILINGS

Before

Innovative, Unique 
After

Lake Travis Area’s
Prescription Compounding Specialists

for Humans & Pets

HOURS: WEEKDAYS 8:30 AM -  6:30 PM • SATURDAY 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM • 512-608-9355

Jim & Dorinda Martin

LOCAL LAKEWAY RESIDENTS
Pharmacists/Owners 

Jobby John

Pharmacist-in-Charge

12005 BEE CAVE RD, SUITE 1-A • UPLAND VILLAGE • 1/4 MI FROM GALLERIA 

Easy Transfers of ALL Your Prescriptions
Call us at 512-608-9355 

& we will handle everything!

Short Wait Time for Prescriptions & FREE delivery

512-266-5666 » SHOPS AT THE GALLERIA IN BEE CAVE 
FARADAYSKITCHENSTORE.COM » FOR MORE INFO

2015 is my year to...
*Be happy
* Take care of myself
* Cook more great  
   food at home
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6550 Comanche Trail, Suite 115
Austin, TX 78732  |  512-291-2801

Wine tastings
Wine accessories

Gifts
Cigars

Olive oils
Balsamic vinegars

SA
VE20

BY BE ING A 
WINE CLUB 
MEMBER

KENNY & GAIL FOWLER
OWNERS

www.LakeviewWinery.com
CODE 20

Buy one Kebap, Wrap, or Salad, 
get one 50% o�. 
Single use voucher valid for one half priced entrée with purchase 
of one full priced entrée at Vert�ebap Hill Country Galleria. 
Limit one coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other o�ers.

Expires 2/11/15

toe-may-toe, toe-mah-toe

Kebap, kebab, kebop, kabob–
delicious any way you spell it.

lucky youhill country galleria location

Debbie McCulloch, Texas Oncology Patient

You don’t have to travel to get the cancer-fi ghting treatment 

you need. Texas Oncology has more than 375 physicians 

who bring leading-edge technology and research to more 

than 150 locations across Texas, so you can fi ght cancer 

with your loved ones by your side.

FIGHT CANCER
without going too far from home.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK

HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK

SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com/Austin
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Market Data

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78726 620 Oaks at Lakeway entrance 11521 Turtle Lane 4br/4ba $924,000 4,060 Susie Sant’Anna Keller Williams Realty 512-565-6634

78726 Versante Canyon 11905 Terraza Circle, Unit 43 3br/3ba $348,559 2,089 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78726 Versante Canyon 9205 Villa Norte Drive 3br/2ba $499,500 2,619 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78730 Alicante 11203 RR 2222, Unit 303 2br/2ba $178,950 1,259 Patrick Birdsong Realty Austin 512-585-1571

78730 Long Canyon 8401 Bell Mountain Drive 3br/2ba $550,000 2,351 Peg Braxton Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-263-6700

78730 Phillips Ranch on Lake Austin 1603 Manana St. 5br/5ba $3,500,000 5,828 Lauri McNevin Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-439-7765

78730 Preserve at River Place 5718 Merrywing Circle 4br/4ba $1,525,000 5,408 Tory Ketter Keller Williams Realty 512-699-8867

78730 River Place 4102 River Place Blvd. 5br/5ba $968,000 4,342 Julie Mack Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-426-5395

78730 River Place 10912 Range View Drive 4br/3ba $810,000 4,453 Jeanne White Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-751-7582

78730 River Place 8415 Big View Drive 4br/4ba $1,250,000 5,754 Russell Colliau Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-865-4422

78732 Bullock S T 7212 Cielo Azul Pass 3br/2ba $599,000 2,853 Sandy Cary Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-589-1002

78732 Comanche Trail 7040 Comanche Trail 3br/2ba $599,000 2,298 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78732 Comanche Trai 14000 Panorama Drive 5br/4ba $925,000 6,274 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78732 Comanche Trail 13903 Panorama Drive 4br/3ba $1,449,000 5,393 Susan Griffith Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-944-4052

78732 Fairways at Steiner Ranch 2732 Old Course Drive 4br/3ba $450,000 3,488 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78732 Hughes Park Lake 12895 Park Drive 4br/3ba $399,000 2,144 Dave Murray Coldwell Banker United 512-751-6060

78732 Hughes Park Lake 5010 Lakeview Drive 2br/2ba $1,179,000 1,204 Patt Griffin Austin–Options Realty 512-331-6688

78732 River Bend 1120 Shore Vista Cove 5br/4ba $2,850,000 6,118 Sandy Cary Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-589-1002

78732 Steiner Ranch 12817 Texas Sage Court 4br/2ba $429,000 3,019 Elicia Gower Coldwell Banker United 512-657-7510

78732 Steiner Ranch 2525 Shire Ridge Drive 5br/4ba $624,900 4,500 Sean Mulcahy Keller Williams Realty 512-971-3995

78732 Steiner Ranch 2208 Rio Mesa Drive 4br/2ba $369,900 2,873 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78732 Steiner Ranch 701 Horseback Hollow 4br/3ba $675,000 4,410 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78732 Steiner Ranch 11313 Woodland Hills Trail 4br/3ba $575,000 3,995 Richard Olesch Realty Austin 512-919-2975

78732 Steiner Ranch 11908 Granite Bay Place 4br/3ba $575,000 3,682 Roselind Hejl Coldwell Banker United 512-327-0385

78732 Steiner Ranch 11713 Red Oak Valley Lane 3br/3ba $599,000 3,139 Jonathan Creath Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-406-1086

78732 Villa Montana 7113 Lago Sol Court 4br/4ba $1,348,000 4,306 Priscilla Hanson Moreland Properties 512-919-6406

78733 Austin Lake Estates 2405 Saratoga Drive 3br/2ba $399,900 2,032 Rick Hardy Hardy Realty 512-784-7139

78733 Austin Lake Hills 1704 Canyon Edge Drive 5br/4ba $639,900 3,716 Mike Minns Atlas Realty 512-785-9157

78733 Austin Lake Hills 907 Lipan Trail 3br/2ba $399,000 2,128 Roxanne Lowrance Private Label Realty 512-828-1257

78733 Austin Lake Hills 1003 Lipan Trail 3br/2ba $475,000 3,277 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78733 Senna Hills 10424 Peonia Court 4br/3ba $849,000 5,144 Trisha Graham Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-560-9994

78733 Senna Hills 10612 Pluchea Cove 4br/4ba $848,000 4,660 Trisha Graham Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-560-9994

78733 Seven Oaks 125 N. Marly Way 5br/5ba $2,995,000 5,475 Dara Allen Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-296-7090

78733 Westridge Estates 9707 Timber Ridge Pass 2br/2ba $695,000 3,500 Leslie Duchscherer Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-497-6727

78734 Apache Shores 2105 Little Beaver 3br/2ba $376,000 2,150 Fred Ochareon Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-589-8465

78734 Apache Shores 2008 Indian Creek Road 3br/2ba $260,000 1,668 Martha Browning Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-407-2456

78734 Apache Shores 2417 Crazyhorse Pass 3br/2ba $350,000 1,856 Gene Arant Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-261-1000

78734 Apache Shores 14303 Hunters Pass 3br/2ba $249,000 1,632 Ryanne Vaughan Keller Williams Realty 512-619-5034

78734 Bella Strada 101 Bella Strada Cove 5br/5ba $871,557 4,244 Alisha Austin Austin–Options Realty 512-255-8850

78734 Brill Arno 17188 Rocky Ridge Road 2br/1ba $257,500 748 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 512-784-2142

78734 Cardinal Hills Estates 1608 Susan Drive, Unit 12 4br/2ba $329,000 2,145 Deanna Taylor Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-745-5417

78734 Cardinal Hills Estates 1504 Susan Drive, Unit 12 4br/2ba $374,000 2,222 Suzanne Adams Coldwell Banker United 512-636-6274

78734 Cook Gerald T 17221 Rocky Ridge Road 4br/3ba $849,000 4,200 Lauri McNevin Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-439-7765

78734 Coves at Lakeway 301 Brooks Hollow Road 5br/5ba $1,699,000 6,064 Mary Hickey Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-796-4245

8415 Big View Drive

2208 Rio Mesa Drive

1003 Lipan Trail

17188 Rocky Ridge Road

78734 78730
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On the market December
Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

Price Range 78669 78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

$149,999 or less 8/58 — 1/34 — — 1/130 2/76 — —

$150,000–$199,999 2/194 — 7/52 — — 5/69 — — 1/26

$200,000–$299,999 19/145 — — 1/330 2/201 24/107 2/74 9/114 —

$300,000–$399,999 24/157 5/100 1/94 13/86 4/44 38/103 2/51 18/91 1/67

$400,000–$499,999 19/96 7/96 2/20 16/86 3/146 28/163 9/75 50/125 3/93

$500,000–$599,999 15/247 5/162 2/218 19/77 2/38 11/157 3/41 47/144 5/60

$600,000–$799,999 16/274 3/159 7/160 15/113 6/65 22/127 1/2 62/156 15/104

$800,000–$999,999 16/265 2/39 9/76 7/95 4/40 18/71 5/115 19/127 9/69

$1 million + 36/163 1/89 10/135 15/127 18/181 43/165 36/138 41/164 49/163

Price 78669 78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

$1 million +

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold December 2013 vs.  December 2014
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/20/14 and 1/5/15 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78734 Lakeway 710 Bermuda 4br/3ba $1,150,000 4,381 Sean Sutton Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-988-7827

78734 Lakeway 708 Lakeway Drive 4br/3ba $949,000 3,621 Jonathan Creath Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-406-1086

78734 Lakeway 913 Challenger 3br/3ba $789,000 2,949 Barbara Gremillion Coldwell Banker United 512-775-2904

78734 Lakeway 123 E. Blue Jay Drive 5br/3ba $899,000 3,193 Sean Sutton Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-988-7827

78734 Lakeway 214 Corinthian 5br/4ba $925,000 3,661 Russell Eitel Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-276-8800

78734 Lakeway 404 Dasher Drive 3br/2ba $349,000 2,059 Lynn Robin Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-736-8822

78734 Lakeway 1803 Cando Court 5br/4ba $599,000 3,323 Tommy Cokins Tommy Cokins, Broker 512-415-2256

78734 Lakeway 106 Fenway Court 4br/3ba $699,000 3,260 Annabelle Walker Turnquist Partners Realtors 512-633-4578

78734 Lakeway 718 Mariner 4br/3ba $489,000 3,027 Joan Bockenkamp Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-799-2907

78734 Lakeway 204 Spellbrook Lane 3br/2ba $399,000 2,354 Carolina Aceituno Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-217-1218

78734 Lakeway 101 Hazeltine Court 4br/3ba $435,000 2,770 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78734 Lakewind Estates 4514 Lago Viento 4br/4ba $1,260,000 6,813 Jacquelyn Foreman Coldwell Banker United 512-554-8298

78734 Lakewind Estates 4541 Lago Viento 5br/5ba $2,770,000 9,090 Kimberly McLaughlin Austin City Living 512-652-8132

78734 Lohmans Crossing Estates 518 Ladin Lane 4br/3ba $649,000 2,885 Joseph Longton Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-633-5186

78734 Reserve at Hudson Bend 5908 Laguna Cliff Lane 5br/4ba $750,000 4,289 Joe Jarusinsky Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-497-0105

78734 Rough Hollow 303 Martinique Pass 3br/3ba $842,289 3,790 Alisha Austin Austin–Options Realty 512-255-8850

78734 Round Mountain 218 Cedar Hurst Lane 6br/5ba $1,750,000 6,150 Bertina Schreiber Moreland Properties 512-796-5740

78734 Round Mountain 205 Bunny Hop Trail 4br/3ba $1,375,000 5,100 Bertina Schreiber Moreland Properties 512-796-5740

78734 Stewart B K 16108 Aqua Azul Path 2br/2ba $299,900 1,450 Terri Vaclavik Private Label Realty 512-775-4664

78734 The Vistas of Lakeway 208 Evolutions Path 3br/3ba $368,965 2,397 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 512-801-7718

78735 Barton Creek 4300 Verano Drive 4br/4ba $1,795,000 4,331 Dara Allen Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-296-7090

78735 Barton Creek 7508 Escala Drive 4br/4ba $1,637,500 5,344 Jonathan Creath Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-406-1086

78735 Barton Creek 7509 Escala Drive 6br/7ba $4,450,000 10,828 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78735 Barton View 3212 Cupid Drive 3br/2ba $395,000 1,824 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78735 Lantana 7820 Oteka Cove 4br/3ba $525,000 3,755 Samantha Hale StoneHaven Realty 512-771-4681

78735 Lost Creek at Gaines Ranch 3808 Sendero Drive 3br/2ba $469,000 2,397 Sue Barnes Keller Williams Realty 512-300-5527

78735 Madrones 10901 W. Hwy. 71 4br/4ba $2,499,000 7,926 Rachel Hinton Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-415-7766

78735 Travis Country West 5609 Medicine Creek Drive 4br/3ba $488,000 3,589 Talia Traub JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-914-2573

78738 Bella Colinas 15712 De Fortuna Drive 5br/4ba $725,730 5,770 Mary Hickey Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-796-4245

78738 Bella Colinas 15713 De Fortuna Drive 4br/3ba $679,000 4,118 Mary Hickey Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-796-4245

78738 Belvedere 8324 Verde Mesa Cove 4br/5ba $1,399,000 4,526 Peg Braxton Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-263-6700

78738 Cherry Mountain 3901 Peak Lookout Drive 5br/3ba $975,000 5,516 Eric Recktenwald RE/MAX Capital City 512-535-5797

78738 Enclave at Alta Vista 216 Aria Ridge, Unit 403 3br/2ba $295,000 1,864 Mary Hickey Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-796-4245

78738 Falconhead 16320 Spillman Ranch Loop 4br/3ba $489,000 3,365 Russell Colliau Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-865-4422

78738 Homestead 5203 Great Divide Drive 4br/3ba $525,000 2,747 Michael Kelly RE/MAX 1 512-636-5955

78738 Lake Country Estates 4313 Travis Vista Drive 3br/3ba $899,000 3,975 Patricia Vincent Coldwell Banker United 512-657-0772

78738 Lakeway World Tennis Condo 193 World of Tennis Square 4br/4ba $225,900 2,272 Dawn McKim Coldwell Banker United 512-300-1187

78738 Majestic Hills Ranchettes 3605 Serene Hills Drive 5br/4ba $1,129,000 4,592 Warren Chirhart Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-925-9182

78738 Ridge at Alta Vista 209 Varco Drive 4br/3ba $489,999 3,461 Chadwin Barley Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-589-3251

78738 Sweetwater 6004 Osceola Trail 5br/5ba $799,900 4,701 Sandy Cary Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-589-1002

78738 Sweetwater 6008 Osceola Trail 5br/4ba $799,900 4,593 Sandy Cary Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-589-1002

78738 Sweetwater 5900 Davenport Divide Road 5br/4ba $599,900 3,658 Sandy Cary Kuper Sotheby's Itl. Realty 512-589-1002

78746 Barclay 4904 Barclay Heights Court 4br/3ba $1,099,000 3,367 Sharman Reed Keller Williams Realty 512-750-9797

78746 Bee Cave Woods 2007 Headwater Lane 5br/5ba $949,000 4,445 Ryan Ekarius Keller Williams Realty 512-771-1222

78746 Bee Cave Woods 1902 Crested Butte Drive, Unit 1 2br/2ba $400,000 2,289 Bill Flood Stanberry & Associates 512-914-6392

78746 Davenport Ranch 3309 Lookout Lane 4br/3ba $825,000 3,295 Sharman Reed Keller Williams Realty 512-750-9797

78746 Davenport West 3805 Meandering Creek Cove 5br/4ba $975,000 3,848 Melanie Damron Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-431-6151

78746 Davenport West 6624 Dogwood Creek Drive 4br/4ba $1,150,000 3,684 Cord Shiflet Moreland Properties 512-751-2673

78746 Primeaux & Warrick 2802 Rollingwood Drive 3br/2ba $825,000 1,763 Clayton Bullock Moreland Properties 512-797-6446

78746 Terraces at Barton Creek 916 Barton Creek Blvd. 5br/7ba $2,995,000 11,290 Brian Fahey Coldwell Banker United 512-970-8772
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216 Aria Ridge, Unit 403
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, people are at the heart of everything we do. Our newest teaching hospital will refl ect that. We’re 
building Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas in collaboration with The University of Texas Dell 
Medical School, creating a place where doctors, teachers, nurses and our community can work together to 
fi nd better ways to care. Honestly, it’s not rocket science. It’s just people science. Welcome to Humancare.
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