
City plans to add Travis Oaks Trails and others 

Cities urge residents to take precautions

North Brooks Hollow area 
is annexed into Lakeway 

Steiner Ranch fire 
sparks greenbelt 
remediation talks

Lake spending brought in 
same as SXSW in 2010

New study shows economic impact of Lake Travis

By Taylor Short
On Sept. 4, Kevin and Kate Stein packed 

up their child and dog and left to be with 
family in South Austin during the Labor 
Day weekend. With strong winds blowing 
Kate’s hair, she sensed something “weird,” 
she said.

“Natalie woke up from her nap a little 
early, and by 3:45 p.m., we were out the 
door. We took the dog. It was Kate, me and 
Natalie, and we just left,” Kevin said. 

Nearby, a brush fire raged toward their 
neighborhood. Hours later, their home 
was gone.

The last time the Steins saw their house 
was on a breaking news alert, when Kevin 
recognized the two-car garage, the guest 
room window and the trees that flanked 
their driveway engulfed in flames.

“The fire had already started, and we had 
no idea,” he said.

The Steiner Ranch fire destroyed a total 
of 23 homes and damaged three more dur-
ing a period of time when many Central 
Texas areas experienced the same thing—
dry, windy and hot conditions leaving 
grass, brush and trees ripe for combustion.

While property was destroyed and a 
few firefighters were injured, no lives were 
lost. Jim Linardos, chief of Lake Travis Fire 
and Rescue, said the weather, terrain and 
stretched resources made the battle diffi-
cult, but the key to containing the fire was 
the regional response.

“In Travis County, we all work together,” 
he said.

Perfect storm
Since April, what firefighters call fuels—

grasses, brush and trees—became more 
susceptible to burning because of the 
unprecedented drought conditions.

“The humidity affects the fuels directly. 
Low humidity sucks out what’s left of the 

By Tiffany Young
Lakeside communities, such as Lakeway 

and Hudson Bend, have long relied on Lake 
Travis for their water supply, recreation 
and electricity, but a new economic study 
funded by Travis County and the Lake Tra-
vis Economic Stakeholders Committee put 
those benefits into financial terms.

“Governments at all levels are try-
ing to ensure jobs,” Travis County  
Precinct 3 Commissioner Karen Huber 
said at the Lake Travis Economic Impact 
Study Report findings meeting Sept. 29. 
“Lake Travis sustains 2,000 jobs related to 
the lake. When we look at those jobs and 
when we look at policies that are made out 
there, this is where this kind of tool will be 
helpful.”

The 114-page study estimates that the 
man-made lake contributes $207.1 mil-
lion annually in state and local revenue, 
which includes real estate, sales, hotel 

By Tiffany Young
Despite North Brooks Hollow Road residents’ desires to remain 

outside Lakeway’s city limits, Lakeway City Council annexed the 
area—including 18 homes—along North Brooks Hollow Road, 
a peninsula north of Robin Dale Drive, with a 5–2 vote Sept. 19. 

“The City Council would be remiss if we did not do what we 
set out to do for the City of Lakeway,” City Councilwoman Dee 
Ann Burns-Farrell said. 

The additional tax revenue is expected to bring Lakeway about 
$40,000 per year and would allow the city to determine the types 
of developments to be built on any undeveloped lots in the area. 

As with previous public hearings on the issue, a large number 
of people came to oppose the annexation, including landowners 
and homeowners, renters, lawyers representing the landowners 
of North Brooks Hollow and a Lakeway resident. 

See Annexation | 23

See Impact | 21

See Fires | 24

Lake Travis • Westlake
Jim Linardos | 31 

Lake Travis Fire and Rescue Chief 
spearheaded fire district’s efforts  

during the Steiner Ranch fire

Lake Travis/Westlake edition | Volume 2, Issue 9 | Oct. 14–Nov. 10, 2011Texas’ fastest-growing news organization www.impactnews.com Impact Deals begins on Page 45

occupancies and mixed beverage taxes 
within the study boundaries based on anal-
ysis from 2006–10.

Huber pointed out that Central 
Texas money-makers, such as South By 
Southwest, are touted for the financial 

impact they contribute to the area. The 
$112.6 million Lake Travis brought in from 
lake-related spending in 2010 was about 
the same SXSW brought in during the 
same year. Rodeo Austin and ACL Music 

1   About 30 landowners and renters spoke against the North Brooks Hollow Road  
   annexation at the May 23 public hearing.

2   Residents of North Brooks Hollow Road, as well as some Lakeway residents,  
   displayed signs of opposition.
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As Lake Travis continues to drop, study reveals how much low lake levels affect the Central Texas economy.

 Learning Express | 27
Bee Cave business celebrates four years 
at Hill Country Galleria on Oct. 23

Fall festivals | 7
A variety of fall events are held in the 
Lakeway/Westlake area in October

impactnews.com 

Capital Metro budget
Capital Metro’s board of directors 
adopted a $172.9 million operating 
budget Sept. 28
more.impactnews.com/15083

 Café Lago | 29
Cousins own this Lakeway neighborhood 
diner, serving breakfast and lunch

The Musician’s Woodshed | 4 
Tony Walsh opened a recording studio 

for artists in Bee Cave
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My prayers continue to 
be with the many families 
affected by the devastation 
of area wildfires in recent 
weeks. As a native Texan, 
I’ve always experienced 

weather-related disasters that involve too 
much water—hurricanes, thunderstorms, 
torrential downfalls and flash floods, such 
as the Memorial Day flood in 1980. Our 
generation has not experienced the chal-
lenges that a severe lack of rain can cause, 
as with drought and wildfires. But, like 
with any other traumatic event, the com-
munity always comes together to help those 
in need. 

Part of the mission of our Community 
Impact Newspaper Cares program is to sup-
port communities in times of need through 
nonprofit involvement. I would like to give 

special thanks to our staff and business 
partners for helping us put together a fund-
raiser this past week that raised money for 
the Texas Wildfire Relief Fund, an organi-
zation committed to generating awareness 
and garnering support for Texas volunteer 
firefighters. 

Unfortunately, these severe drought 
conditions are forecasted to continue for 
several more months, and I urge every-
one to do what you can to support those 
volunteers who have worked so hard for 
our community. To find out more about the 
Texas Wildfire Relief Fund, visit  
http://txwildfirerelief.org.
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August employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.3%
Down from 7.6% in July

State unemployment—8.5%*
Up from 8.4%* in July

National unemployment—9.1%*
No change from July

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the professional and 
business services sector added 1,600 jobs; government 
added 1,200 jobs; mining, logging and construction 
added 900 jobs and manufacturing added 400 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

No, we were not affected

64%
Yes, we were evacuated 

18%
Yes, a family member we know lost their home

9%
Yes, my job was affected

9%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 09/14/11–09/30/11.

North Brooks Hollow annexed  
into Lakeway
more.impactnews.com/14981

“We are Lakeway residents who reside in Bella Strada. 
We found ourselves in a similar predicament a while back. 
The fine City of Lakeway and their mayor voted to change 
the zoning on the parcel behind our homes from light 
retail to hotel/motel to move forward with the Holiday Inn 
Express that is underway. Their vote greatly depreciated 
our property values.” 

—“RV” 

Have you or your family been affected 
by the wildfires in Central Texas?
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refinishing method that does not produce 
dust. 402-9111

9   Dr. Kenna Brooke, a naturopathic 
doctor, recently moved her practice 
from Denver to Lakeway at 1603 N. RR 
620, Ste. 200, inside 620 Chiropractic 
and Wellness Center. She specializes in 
supporting the body’s ability to heal using 
natural therapies including nutrition, 
herbs, homeopathy and mind-body 
medicine to improve the quality of life 
for those with chronic disease. 537-4325, 
drkennabrooke@gmail.com,  
www.drkennabrooke.com,  
www.facebook.com/drkennabrooke

10  Lakeway Optical, which offers 
prescription eye glasses, sunglasses, 
contacts, eye exams and designer frames, 
opened within the Lakeway Eye Physicians 
and Surgeons office at 1007 S. RR 620,  
Ste. 100, in Lakeway in mid-June. 402-9919, 
www.lakewayeye.com

11   Torchy’s Tacos opened its eighth 
Austin location Sept. 30 in the Plaza 
Volente shopping center near HEB at 11521 
N. RR 620, Ste. 1000. Torchy’s first opened 
in 2006 and serves tacos, including its 
green chile pork and fried avocado, as well 
as breakfast tacos. 381-8226,  
www.torchystacos.com

Coming Soon

12  Car-X Tire & Auto plans to open a 
Lakeway location at 2009 N. RR 620,  
Ste. 530, on Oct. 10. 266-0404,   
www.carx.com

13  Fore, a new contemporary American 
comfort food and tapas restaurant in 
Lakeway Commons Shopping Center, plans 
an October opening at 900 S. RR 620,  
Ste. B-108, where Mulligan’s was 
previously located. 263-3673,  
www.lakewayfore.com

14   Construction is under way on a  
9,000-square-foot Austin Diagnostic Clinic 
in the Cielo Center, 1250 S. Capital of Texas 
Hwy., Bldg. 3. The facility will feature 
specialty care and lab services as well as 
cardiology, dermatology, endocrinology, 
gastroenterology, nephrology, neurology, 
pulmonary, rheumatology and urology 
services. The new clinic is set to open in 
November. www.adclinic.com/westlake

15   Blues Day Studio, a recording and 
rehearsal studio, will open soon in 
Lakeway at 900 S. RR 620, Ste. B-100.
There is also space for music and art 
teachers to rent for classes. 243-6485,  
www.bluesdaystudio.com

16  Lakeway City Council approved 
a special use permit to the Lakeway 
Commons Shopping Center to operate the 
Lakeway Commons Farmers Market in 
the parking lot at 900 S. RR 620. Eighty 
percent of the market’s products will be 

Now Open

1   Chefs and co-owners Lee Krassner and 
Daniel Dennis opened Dock & Roll Diner, 
a new food trailer, in late August at 6416 
Bee Caves Road in Austin. The business 
operates out of a 1957 Airstream Flying 
Cloud and serves lobster rolls, gourmet 
sandwiches, sides and drinks using locally 
sourced ingredients. 657-8415,  
www.dockandrolldiner.com, Twitter: @
DockandRoll

Lakeway resident Celina Walsh recently 
began a home-based artisan framing 
business using handmade materials and 
French framing techniques. She offers 
home or office service to discuss the custom 
piece and will pick up and deliver the final 
product. 608-9217, www.theartofframing.
blogspot.com

2   Lakeway area resident Ann Figueroa 
opened ScrubWorks on Sept. 19 at  
2300 Lohmans Spur Road, Ste. 190. The 
store carries a variety of scrubs, shoes, 
nursing supplies and some nonmedical 
items. 276-2913, www.scrubworkstx.com

3   Premier Family Physicians opened a 
new office in Bee Cave recently at 11701 Bee 
Caves Road, Ste. 130. Dr. David Gabriel and 
staff provide general health care. 892-7076, 
www.southaustinfamilypractice.com

4   Tony Walsh opened The Musician’s 
Woodshed on Aug. 22 at 3698 S. RR 620, 
Ste. 107, in Bee Cave. The business carries 
a wide selection of electric and acoustic 
guitars and accessories and offers guitar, 
piano and vocal lessons for all ages. The 
company also features a full, professional 
recording studio and live music. 614-6491,  
www.themusicianswoodshed.com,  
Twitter: @AustinWoodshed

5   BusinessSuites Hill Country 
Galleria leased 11,012 square feet from 
the Hill Country Galleria that are divided 
into 40 offices and three meeting rooms 
at 12600 Hill Country Blvd., Ste. R-275, 
on Sept. 23. Businesses or individuals can 
sign short-term agreements or sign up 
for a co-working environment, sharing 
office space with other businesses and 
individuals on a month-to-month basis. 
329-2600, www.businesssuites.com

6   Bee Cave Family Chiropractic recently 
opened at 12117 Bee Caves Road,  
Bldg. 1, Ste. 202, in Bee Cave. Rhonda 
Parker, chiropractor and acupuncturist, 
has been practicing since April 2006 and 
previously had an office in South Austin. 
263-7500, www.beecavefamilychiro.com

Bin There Dump That Mini Disposal & 
Environmental Services began operations 
in the Greater Austin area Sept. 15. The 
franchise offers pickup and removal of 
any waste municipal trash handlers do not 
take, taking care to not damage driveways, 
with rentable bins from four to 20 yards in 
length. 921-0900,  
www.bintheredumpthat.com

7   Charming Charlie, a fashion 
accessory boutique, opened its doors  
Sept. 13 at the Hill Country Galleria,  
Ste. O-120 near Barnes & Noble.  
www.charmingcharlie.com

8   H&H Hardwood Floors opened  
Oct. 1 at 1909 S. RR 620, Ste. G, in 
Lakeway. The business offers flooring 
installation, restoration and a “sandless” 
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The Musician’s Woodshed owner Tony Walsh, 
left, and manager Matthew Gregg jam inside the 
store Sept. 28.

Bin There Dump That Mini Disposal & Envi-
ronmental Services offers waste pickup in the 
Greater Austin area.

Chefs and co-owners Lee Krassner, left, and Daniel Dennis opened Dock & Roll Diner in late August at 
6416 Bee Caves Road. The food trailer serves gourmet sandwiches, sides and drinks.

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

farm-based, such as vegetables, fruits, 
cheese and milk. It will be held Sunday 
mornings from 9 a.m.–1 p.m.  
266-3163, www.lakewaycommons.com

Expansions

17   Dr. Halliday C. McDonald, a board-
certified dermatologist, joined Central 
Texas Dermatology Clinic on Sept. 2, 
located at 102 Westlake Drive in Austin. 
The office provides medical, surgical and 
aesthetic dermatology care, including skin 
cancer removal, laser skin resurfacing 
and tumescent liposuction, and also offers 
cosmetic services in its on-site medical spa. 
327-7779,  www.centexderm.com

In the News

18  Inc. Magazine recently named 
European Wax Center, a body waxing 
franchise with more than 262 locations 
nationwide, as the No. 1 fastest-growing 
franchise in the country. Austin-area 
locations include West Lake Hills, 
The Triangle, Escarpment Village and 
Anderson Arbor. The company plans to 
open another 1,000 locations by 2015.  
www.waxcenter.com,  
Twitter: @European_Wax

Residents in Travis County whose homes 
or businesses were damaged or destroyed 
as a result of recent wildfires can register 
for federal and state disaster assistance. 
1-800-621-FEMA,  
www.disasterassistance.gov

College Forward, a local nonprofit helping 
high school students prepare for college, 
received the 2011 Award of Excellence from 
the National College Access Network in  
St. Louis, which includes a $10,000 prize 
for scholarships and organization-building 
efforts. www.collegeforward.org,  
Twitter: @collegeforward

Eanes ISD will hold State of the District 
presentations by Superintendent Nola 
Wellman at all campuses at these scheduled 
times: Oct. 14, 9 a.m., Valley View 
Elementary School cafeteria; Oct. 14,  
9 a.m., West Ridge Middle School library; 
Oct. 19, 8 a.m., Barton Creek Elementary 
School library; Oct. 26, 9 a.m., Hill Country 
Middle School library; Nov. 3, 11:30 a.m., 
Cedar Creek Elementary commons; Nov. 4, 
8:45 a.m., Forest Trail Elementary library; 
Nov. 7, 7 p.m., Westlake High School Chap 
Room; and  Nov. 16, 9:30 a.m., Bridge Point 
Elementary School library.  
www.eanes.k12.tx.us
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Rough Hollow, the 1,787-acre lakefront community located in 
the heart of the Texas Hill Country, is redefining the word rough. 
Here, that word means lake living, resort-caliber amenities and 
thoughtfully crafted homes by award-winning builders. It also 
means cocktails at The Grille overlooking Lake Travis. Stop by 
the Welcome Center to tour our models, view renderings of 
our new Highland Village water-themed amenity now under 
construction and find out for yourself why our residents love 
The Rough Life.

TM

Homes 
from the $280’s

Lakefront Villas 
from the $500’s

Lifestyle 
Included

Custom Homes 
from the $600’s

www.roughhollowlakeway.com // 512.617.1776  
Developed by Legend Communities in partnership with Crescent Resources. Exclusively marketed by 
Legacy International Resort Properties. Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read 
it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits of value, if any, of this property.

Homes Offered By:

And Select Custom Home Builder Partners

Best served chilled.

1
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CALENDAR

Falconhead Golf Club, 15201 Falcon Head 
Blvd., Austin • www.smca.com

26 ‘Dream Theater’
Sherpa Concerts & Texas Performing Arts 
present “Dream Theater” in concert. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m., show begins at 8 p.m.  
$30–$55 • Bass Concert Hall, 2350 Robert 
Dedman Drive, Austin • 477-6060  
www.texasperformingarts.org

27 One Reason Why
Join Ten Thousand Villages of Austin, a 100 
percent Fair Trade nonprofit retailer, for One 
Reason Why—a celebration of the art of 
Fair Trade. Enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, 
a silent auction, and art pieces from around 
the world. Proceeds benefit Ten Thousand 
Villages of Austin and the Artisan Special 
Needs Fund. 7–9 p.m. • $175 and up •  Art on 
5th Gallery, 1501 W. Fifth St., Austin  
440-0440 • www.arton5th.com
http://austin.tenthousandvillages.com

29 Walk MS: Austin 2011
This walk offers family, friends, neighbors 
and co-workers the opportunity to mobilize 
in support of Texas families impacted 
by multiple sclerosis. Participants can 
walk or run a 1-mile route inside The Dell 
Diamond or a 5K through Old Settler’s Park. 
Participants can enjoy complimentary food 
and entertainment before and after the 
event. 9 a.m. (registration, check-in), 10 a.m. 
start Raise donations by teams • The Dell 
Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round 
Rock • 495-9901 • www.walkmstexas.org 

29 Halloween Dog Walk
Lake Travis Lions Club’s 9th Annual Charity 
Halloween Dog Walk benefits Leader Dogs 
for the Blind and the Free Eyeglasses 
Program for needy children in Lake Travis 
ISD. Prizes are awarded for best costumes. 
8:30 a.m. (registration), 9 a.m. (start) • $15 

Oct. 15, 22
ACTS Church Lakeway celebrates its ninth annual pumpkin patch for the fall season from 
noon–6:30 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m. on weekends at the church at RR 620 
and Debba Drive. Pumpkins and other decorative gourds of all sizes from the Navajo Indian 
Reservation in northwest New Mexico will be available for purchase.

Complimentary photographs in the Harvest Corner will be taken Oct. 15 and 22 from  
noon–4 p.m. Proceeds from this year’s pumpkin patch will benefit the Navajo reservation and 
ACTS mission projects. Pumpkins are priced according to size.  

www.actschurchlakeway.com • 263-8175
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Rows of pumpkins lined ACTS Church’s yard last year for the annual pumpkin patch. 

ACTS Church Lakeway Pumpkin Patch21–22 The Great Australian Live 
Music Bash
The Down Under Deli and Eatery is holding its 
grand opening with live music from Australians 
Bill Chambers, Catherine Britt and Lachlan 
Bryan and local bands opening for these artists. 
4 p.m.–midnight daily • $20 • The Dude,  
21209 W. Hwy. 71, Spicewood • 264-8000 
www.downunderdeli.com

22  Stiletto Stampede for the Cure 
Make a dash in high heels to raise awareness 
of breast cancer. Proceeds benefit Austin, 
Houston and Dallas County Susan G. Komen 
For the Cure affiliates, as well as outreach 
education and rehab programs developed by 
the Stiletto Stampede organization.  
10 a.m.–noon • $45 Hill Country Galleria,  
12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave  
www.stilettostampede.org

22 Chili Cook-Off and Festival
Natural Springs Garden is holding its 
first cookoff and festival, which includes 
homemade chili, fresh salsa, live music, a 
horseshoe tournament, chicken bingo, local 
vendor booths and a petting zoo. • Noon
$8 (adults), $4 (children 10 and younger); 
bring a can of chili, beans or a cornbread 
mix for the Lake Travis Crisis Ministries Food 
Pantry and get $1 off admission • Natural 
Springs Garden, 15202 Kinsey Court, Austin 
619-5203 • www.naturalspringsgarden.com

22 La Grange Fest
ZZ Top, Lynyrd Skynyrd and Jamey Johnson 
play LaGrange Fest in Bee Cave. • 5 p.m. 
(doors), 6 p.m. (show) • $60–$65 • The 
Backyard at Bee Cave, 13472 Bee Cave 
Parkway, Bee Cave • 1-888-695-0888 
www.thebackyard.net

22–23 Spicewood Arts Society 
Round-up Fine Arts Show
This juried show features Central Texas visual 
artists. • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Saturday),  
10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Sunday) • Free, donations 
accepted • La Cabana Grill, 21103 Hwy. 71, 
Spicewood • 264-2820  
www.spicewoodarts.org

23 Rolling Sculpture Car Show
More than 100 collector cars, modern 
classics, hot rods, art cars and other 
motorized vehicles are parked along the 
main street of the Hill Country Galleria. Live 
music is held at the amphitheater. Proceeds 
benefit the Bee Cave Library. Last year, 140 
cars participated in the show and more than 
$5,000 was raised for the library. 
11 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free to attend, $30 per 
registered car • Hill Country Galleria,  
12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave 
www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com

23 Balcones Community Orchestra
In its 14th season, this all-volunteer orchestra 
draws its repertoire from the masterworks 
for small orchestra. The guest soloist is 
pianist Toby Blumenthal Phillips, above. This 
concert, which features the “Piano Concerto 
No. 14” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, is 
being produced by the City of Lakeway’s Arts 
& Beautification Committee. • 4–5 p.m. • Free, 
donations accepted Lakeway Activity Center, 
105 Cross Creek, Lakeway • 261-3066

23 ‘The Nice Guys’ reading
The Austin Film Festival hosts an exclusive 
staged reading of Shane Black and Anthony 
Bagarozzi’s noir script, “The Nice Guys,” 
during AFF. The script is read by professional 
actors with Black and Bagarozzi in 
attendance, with Black directing. 
4:30 p.m. • $42–$95 • Rollins Theatre, The 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, Austin 
1-800-310-3378 • www.austinfilmfestival.com

24 Crusader Classic Golf Tournament
This day of golfing is aimed at raising 
necessary funds to support the mission of  
St. Michael’s Catholic Academy. The event 
includes a four-person scramble, buffet 
lunch and awards ceremony following 
the tournament. • 8:30 a.m. • $1,200 
(foursome), $650 (twosome), $350 (individual)  

October
14 Envisioning the Future Together
Central Health and Austin Area Research 
Organization are holding an interactive summit 
on health care in Central Texas. 7–10:30 a.m.  
Free • The Driskill Hotel, 604 Brazos St., Austin   

leslie.perrydore@centralhealth.net 

14 Jonathan Franzen
Texas Performing Arts presents American 
novelist and essayist Jonathan Franzen in 
conversation with Lev Grossman  
8 p.m. • $34–$38 • Bass Concert Hall, 2350 
Robert Dedman Drive, Austin  
477-6060 • www.texasperformingarts.org

14–16, 21–23, 27–30  
‘[Title of show]’
This musical follows two struggling writers who 
decide to enter a musical theater festival three 
weeks before the submission deadline. [Title of 
show], its name taken from the space on the 
festival application intended for the title of the 
show, follows Jeff, Hunter and their friends on 
a journey through the creative process. [Title 
of show] received a Tony Award nomination for 
Best Book of a Musical in 2009. • 7:30 p.m. (Fri. 
and Sat.), 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. (Sun.) • $25–$50 
Kam and James Morris Theatre, 2300 Lohmans 
Spur, Austin • www.tex-arts.org • 852-9079

15 Maximized Living  Makeover
Westlake’s Total Lifestyle Chiropractic & 
Wellness is holding a three-hour workshop on 
the five essentials to optimal health.  
11 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • 2941 W. Anderson Lane, 
Austin • 334-9648 • www.maximizedliving.com

15 Fall concert series 
The band Hoodygoode wraps up the Hill 
Country Galleria’s fall concert series.  
7–10 p.m. Free • Hill Country Galleria 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee 
Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

18 Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet
Texas Performing Arts presents the Berlin 
Philharmonic Wind Quintet with a program that 
includes works by Mozart and Ligeti. • 8 p.m. 
$36 • Bates Recital Hall, 2420 Robert Dedman 
Drive, Austin • 477-6060 
www.texasperformingarts.org

19 Susan Bohn, 
LTISD interim 
superintendent
Lake Travis 
ISD Interim 
Superintendent 
Susan Bohn 
discusses the LTISD 
2011 bond election 
at the Lakeway 
Men’s Breakfast 
Club. • 7 a.m. 
(breakfast), 8 a.m. (speaker) • $1 continental 
breakfast • Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross 
Creek, Lakeway • 363-5793  
speakers@thomasgcain.com
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Fall Festivals in October

15 Great Goblin Glow
The City of Lakeway Parks and Recreation 
Department and Walgreens present a 
Halloween event that includes hot air 
balloons, music by The Gary Lee Cox Band, 
glitter tattoo artists, candy, a fun house and 
a cemetery. Children are encouraged to wear 
costumes. • 7–9 p.m. • Free • Lakeway City 
Park, 502 Hurst Creek Road, Lakeway  
314-7530

20 Halloween Story Time with 
Bernadette Nason 
Storyteller Bernadette Nason entertains all 
ages with spooky stories. 
3:30 p.m. • Free • Lake Travis Community 
Library, 2300 Lohman’s Spur, Ste. 100, 
Lakeway •  263-2885

22 Spooky Science 
Join Girlstart for a spooky extravaganza that 
discovers the science behind Halloween 
mysteries. There are also hands-on activities, 
a costume parade and candy at the event. 
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • Free • Lake Travis 
Community Library, 2300 Lohman’s Spur,  
Ste. 100, Lakeway • 263-2885

23 Dogadillo Howl’Oween Rescue 
Spooktacular 
A costume contest for dogs awards prizes 
for most creative, howl’arious, celebrity 
look-alike and store-bought costumes. 
Judging takes place at 1 p.m. New or gently 
used items are accepted, such as collars, 
bedding, leashes and toys, to benefit Austin 
rescue groups. Joe McDermott, a children’s 
songwriter, performs at noon.  
11 a.m.–3:30 p.m. • Free • Hill Country 
Galleria Amphitheater, 12700 Galleria 
Parkway, Bee Cave • www.dogadillo.com

26 Pumpkin Parade 
Get dressed up in a Halloween costume and 
come to the library for the annual Pumpkin 
Parade. Hear a Halloween story time and 
then trick-or-treat throughout the Lohman’s 
Crossing Shopping Center. • 10:30 a.m. Free 
Lake Travis Community Library,  
2300 Lohman’s Spur, Ste. 100, Lakeway  
263-2885

29 Trick-or-Treat at  
Hill Country Galleria
This family-friendly event has face painting, 
Euro-bungy, a bounce house, kid’s crafts, 
trick-or-treating at participating stores and live 
music by Loose Wheels. • 3–9 p.m. • Free  
Hill Country Galleria, 12700 Galleria Parkway, 
Bee Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

29 Trunk or Treat Halloween Party
Decorate the car trunk, bring lots of candy 
and wear a best costume for trick-or-treating 
in the church parking lot. • St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church, 1500 N. Capital of Texas 
Hwy., Austin • 327-1474  
www.st-michaels.org

Sponsored by

Online Calendar
Find more or submit Lake Travis-Westlake events at  
www.impactnews.com/lake-travis-westlake/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Lake Travis-Westlake events, included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
second Friday of the month.

(early registration), $18 (day of event) 
Lakeway City Park, Hurst Creek Blvd.
263-4092 • emilia_hayes@yahoo.com

November
4–5 Westlake Hills Presbyterian 
Preschool Annual Holiday Collectibles
Vendors feature jewelry, fine art, clothing, 
homemade food, gifts, accessories and a 
variety of toys. A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and 
Café has lunch items for sale. • Fri. 9:30 a.m.–
6 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m. • $5 (benefits the 
preschool) Westlake Hills Presbyterian,  
7127 Bee Caves Road, Austin • 327-1315 

8–13 ‘South Pacific’
This new production of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “South Pacific” is based on 
the 2008 Tony Award–winning Lincoln Center 
Theater production directed by Bartlett Sher.  
8 p.m. (Tue.–Fri.); 2 p.m., 8 p.m. (Sat.); 1 p.m., 
7 p.m. (Sun.) • Start at $25 • Bass Concert Hall, 
2350 Robert Dedman Drive, Austin • 477-6060  
www.broadwayacrossamerica.com/austin 

9 Birdies by the Lake at Flint Rock Falls
The Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce’s 10th 
annual golf classic is presented by O Realty. 
$160 (individual), $550 (team) • 10:30–11:45 a.m. 
(Registration), noon (shotgun start)
6 p.m. (Taste of Lake Travis Dinner) • Flintrock 
Falls Golf Course, 401 Jack Nicklaus Drive,
Austin • The Hills Country Club, 26 Club Estates 
Parkway, Austin • 263-5833  
www.laketravischamber.com  
www.birdiesbythelake.com

11 Mercedes-Benz raffle drawing party
Tickets for the 10th annual car raffle sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Lakeway/Lake Travis can 
be bought at the Rotary Club’s website and via 
club members for $100 through Nov. 11. Music, 
a silent auction, appetizers and a cash bar along 
with runner-ups and overall winner drawings 
take place at the drawing party. Proceeds go 
toward scholarships for Lake Travis High School 
students and other causes. • 7 p.m. • $100 per 
raffle (includes more than $100 in coupons from 
local businesses) • Lakeway Resort and Spa, 
101 Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway  
www.clubrunner.ca

ER Doctors on Staff
Bee C aves Rd.

MopacWalsh 
Tarlton Ln.

s

For a Specialist Referral please 
call 512.314.7125

Main Line
(1 MILE WEST 

OF MOPAC)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

YOUR

512.314.3800 
3003 Bee Caves Rd.,  Austin, TX 78746 
(1 mile west of MoPac)
www.austinsurgicalhospital.com 

Hospital

Austin’s Top Board Certi� ed Surgeons Specializing in both Inpatient 
and Outpatient Treatment • #1 Joint Replacement Hospital in Texas 
by Healthgrades • The Centre for Weight Loss Surgery for Bariatrics • 
Austin Fertility Institute • Competitively Priced Imaging Department 

• Private Scenic Balconies Attached to Each Over-sized Room • 
Gourmet Chef and Culinary Team on Site

24/7! URGENT CARE-EMERGENCY ROOM
MINIMAL TO NO WAIT!
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By Bobby Longoria
Millions of dollars and years of 

public reluctance led four Austin 
City Council members to conclude 
that Water Treatment Plant 4 can-
not be delayed because the cost to 
the city would be too great.

The Audit and Finance com-
mittee, made up of council mem-
bers Bill Spelman, Laura Mor-
rison, Kathie Tovo and Mayor 
Pro Tem Sheryl Cole, held what 
Spelman regarded as the final dis-
cussion on delaying WTP4 on  
Sept. 21. They were presented with 
an audit, which found the costs 
in delaying the plant by five or 10 
years would be $138 million or 
$206 million, respectively.

The audit, conducted by city 
auditor Kenneth Mory and CPA 
Russell Needler, analyzed whether 
or not the study’s findings were 
reasonable based off of indepen-
dent evidence. It found savings in 
operational labor of approximately 
$12 million for a five-year delay or 
$25 million for a 10-year delay that 
was not reported in the original 

study. The audit concluded that  
$100 million of the five-year delay 
and $155 million of the 10-year 
delay was reasonable.

“That is a big enough cost that all 
the nickel-and-diming isn’t going 
to help,” Spelman said.

Spelman said that he has been 
against WTP4 since he first voted 
against its construction about two 
years ago. He was hesitant dur-
ing the Sept. 21 meeting to accept 
claims by the Austin Water Util-
ity that the city may need WTP4’s 
water capacity in the coming 
decade; however, there was not suf-
ficient evidence to denounce it.

“I believe we started WTP4 sev-
eral years too soon,” Spelman said. 
“We are $100 million and change in. 
The only fiscally prudent response 
is for us to finish the plant on-time, 
on-budget, so we can then turn our 
attention to things which I think 
are more urgent in the first place—
fixing our leaky pipes, building our 
reclamation system and working  
on conservation.”

In its first phase, WTP4 will 

have enough capacity to treat  
50 million gallons of water per day. 
It will have room to be expanded 
up to 335 million gallons per day, 
however Spelman is in favor of 
ensuring that expansions be made 
only when absolutely necessary, to 
avoid unnecessary expenditures.

Mory said the auditing team had 
no other projects of similar nature 
from which to base its conclusions. 
Their research found no example in 
the United States of a water treat-
ment plant being delayed and then 
restarted again several years down 
the line.

Several citizens and groups 
spoke during the meeting, most 
imploring the committee to delay 
or end construction on WTP4, in 
favor of water conservation and 
reclamation methods that better 
suit modern water usage.

Roy Whaley, vicechair of the 
Austin Sierra Club, said an overall 
trend in water conservation and an 
ever-changing climate negates the 
necessity for a new water treatment 
plant. He said city policy should be 
retooled to develop communities 
that treat water and reuse it within 
the community itself and not at a 
treatment plant.

“We don’t have to use the same 
model as we have used before,” 

Whaley said. “By a stroke of a pen 
we can change by amendment 
on how we proceed with all new 
development, whether it’s here 
or large subdivisions. Make new 
projects water-neutral, recycle 
and reuse on site. All of our water 
numbers change.”

WTP4’s construction may pro-
ceed as planned, but there are sev-
eral projects related that may still 
have public and council scrutiny, 
including the $104 million Jollyville 

Transmission Main, a seven-mile 
tunnel that would transfer water 
from the plant to the Spicewood 
Springs Shaft site. 

The tunnel has been criticized 
because of its possible endanger-
ment to the Jollyville reservoir’s 
ecosystem and the Jollyville Pla-
teau salamander, which is a can-
didate for an endangered species 
listing.

Austin City Council: WTP4 
to proceed without delay
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After an audit was presented to Austin City Council, members concluded cost to 
delay plant would be too costly.  

NEWS REPORT

Comment at impactnews.com

“Keeping the equestrian sport fun & affordable”

Bring ad in for an
additional 10% off 

2300 Lohmans Spur, #190 
Lakeway, TX 78734

512-276-2913

620

Lohmans Crossing Rd.

Lohmans 

Spur Rd.

Flint Rock Rd.

NOW OPEN!

IN THE LOHMANS CROSSING 
SHOPPING CENTER
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By Staff
Cities across Texas recently set budgets 

and tax rates for the 2012 fiscal year, which 
began Oct. 1.

Austin

The Austin City Council passed the fiscal 
year 2012 budget Sept. 12 after months of 
balancing a $690 million budget that suf-
fered from a $9.8 million shortfall, result-
ing in cuts in nearly every city department 
and an increase in taxes.

Council members and Mayor Lee Leff-
ingwell debated for hours concerning the 
allocation of $1.6 million in budget stabili-
zation reserve funds. Austin residents were 
left with a 3.6 percent increase in property 
taxes, a proposed—but not finalized— 
13 percent system-wide increase in Austin 
Energy’s electrical rates and new water fees.

A variety of city departments pleaded 
their case to either increase funding, 
increase positions or services by using part 
of the unallocated $1.6 million in general 
funds. The City Council walked a fine fiscal 
line, because if any amount over the $1.6 
million was spent, the property tax rate 
would be increased.

“This budget allows us to maintain essen-
tial city services while keeping the property 
tax rate as low as is feasible,” Leffingwell 
said in a statement released shortly after 
City Council passed the budget Sept. 12. 

For the median-priced home in Austin, 
the tax bill is estimated to be about $877 per 
year, or about $73 per month, an increase 
of $2.79 per month from the original tax 
rate. The median-
priced home in Aus-
tin is estimated at 
$182,228.

After one of four 
residential electric 
rate options is cho-
sen during the next 
several months of 
public meetings, 
the average resi-
dential electric bill 
may increase by 
about $10 to $20 per 
month.

Austin Water 
Utility customers 
will pay a new rev-
enue stability fee, 
based on meter size. 
The average cus-
tomer will pay an 
additional $7.79 per month.

Solid Waste Services is making adjust-
ments to encourage customers to reduce 
waste by increasing the usage fee for 96-gal-
lon trash carts by $3 per month to $22.20. 
The 32-gallon and 64-gallon trash carts will 

Local budgets, 
tax rates set 

remain the same price, and in the fall, the 
department will offer a 21-gallon trash cart 
for $4 per month. The base collection fee 
and the anti-litter fee will remain at $8.75 
and $5 respectively.

Much of council’s debate centered on 
funding for various parks and services 
as well as the Austin Police Department’s 
funding, staff levels and funding for sub-
stance abuse rehabilitation programs.

For budget documents and presenta-
tions, visit www.austintexas.gov/budget.

Bee Cave

The Bee Cave City Council approved a 
$7.2 million budget for the 2011–12 fiscal 
year Sept. 13, keeping the property tax rate 
at 2 cents per $100 valuation.

“We’re still worried about the economy 
and sales tax,” City Manager Frank Sal-
vato said. “We [had] a good year in sales 
tax, but we don’t know about next year, so 
we’re waiting for the economy to level out. 
We stuck to the same conservative revenue 
estimates and expenditures.”

The city received a settlement of  
$2 million to repair City Hall with a mois-
ture barrier to prevent leaking. This proj-
ect will show up as an expenditure for the 
2012 fiscal year. Now in the design phase, 

architecture firm 
Downing Ferguson 
Peoples is under way 
on a three-month 
design, and Galla-
gher Construction 
has been hired as the 
construction man-
agement agent.

Salvato said work 
will likely begin 
on City Hall in the 
spring.  

Lakeway

The City of 
Lakeway’s budget 
includes an increase 
in revenue for 2011–
12 from franchise fee 
increases from Aus-
tin Energy and Time 

Warner Cable. Lakeway and Bee Cave 
both negotiated a franchise fee with Austin 
Energy, since it contributes 9 percent of its 
revenue to the City of Austin, which does 
not get used for Bee Cave and Lakeway 
residents. The agreement states that Austin 

Energy may not pass off the fee to its cus-
tomers.

Time Warner’s franchise fee increased 
from 3 percent to 5 percent because of a 
state law change that allows Time Warner 
to pay the same franchise fee to all of its cit-
ies. While this meant an increase for both 
Bee Cave and Lakeway, other cities may 
have seen a decrease in franchise fees from 
Time Warner, depending on their prior 
agreement.

Council approved a $9.07 million budget 
and was able to hold its tax rate at 19.96 
cents per $100 of assessed property value.

“The franchise fees were a big part of 
that. We had to raise the debt rate. We are 
lowering the operating rate. We were fortu-
nate that we were able to do that,” Lakeway 
City Manager Steve Jones said. 

Rollingwood

On Sept. 29, Rollingwood City Coun-
cil held a special meeting to approve the 
city’s 2011–12 budget, adopt a tax rate and 
to approve the Rollingwood Community 
Development Corp. budget.

Rollingwood City Council passed an ad 
valorem tax rate of 14.66 cents per $100 of 
assessed home value, an increase from last 
year’s 13.48 cents. This increase will add 
$10.70 per year for every $100,000 valua-
tion a home has.

The budget of $1.08 million includes sig-
nificant technology enhancements to City 
Hall, including the option for residents 
to view City Council meetings on their 
computers; a police car replacement; and 
RCDC’s approved budget of $464,862.

Along with approving RCDC’s bud-
get, the council also added a new project 
called “improvements to existing park that 
enhance spaces and facilities located in the 
park.”

The reason given by council for the addi-
tional project is to allow RCDC to make 
improvements as they come up at Hatley 
Park instead of waiting for the council to 
meet and approve them.

“This would allow RCDC to pay for 
things it needs to,” Rollingwood Mayor Bill 
Hamilton said. “This avoids having to set 
up a new project every time [something 
needs maintenance].”

West Lake Hills

The West Lake Hills City Council held 
a public hearing Sept. 14 on the proposed 
tax rate of 5.34 cents per $100 valuation, 

unchanged from last year.
While the published notice reads “tax 

increase,” City Administrator Robert Wood 
said residents will end up paying slightly 
less annually—about $1.86 for the average 
home.

Wood said the half cent added to the 
city’s sales tax decades ago now factors into 
the effective tax rate—the rate a city would 
have to set to bring in the same revenue as 
last year—and the rollback rate, which if 
exceeded by the proposed rate, allows resi-
dents to call for an election to roll back the 
adopted rate.

“That’s what makes it really complicated 
for us,” he said. “We had a slight decrease 
in our property values, and so the result is 
that our effective rate did end up being a 
little higher than our actual rate.”

A combination of slightly decreased 
property values—down more than $3,000 
on average—and a “significant” increase in 
sales tax revenues, he said, lead to a roll-
back rate of 5.25 cents per $100 valuation.

Wood said the council sees that as a tax 
decrease because it will generate less rev-
enue than last year, and residents will pay 
slightly less in taxes. But if a proposed rate 
is higher than the effective or rollback rates, 
whichever is lowest, the state requires cities 
to call it an increase.

“I think it’s misleading because they 
think their taxes are going up, but in reality, 
they’re going to go down,” he said.

Travis County

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court raised the combined property tax 
rate by 2.99 percent to 48.55 cents per $100 
of assessed value at its Sept. 27 meeting. 
It also unanimously adopted its 2011–12 
budget.

Leroy Nellis, acting county executive 
of the Planning and Budget Office, told 
the court that the 2011–12 budget would 
increase property taxes by $33.28 per year, 
or about $2.77 per month, for the average 
homestead with a taxable value of $215,829. 

He said the $757 million budget was 
structurally sound.

The budget maintains reserves at or 
above the 2010–11 budget’s level in case 
economic conditions do not recover as fast 
as expected.

For more information on the budget, 
visit www.co.travis.tx.us/planning_budget.

NEWS REPORT

Austin Bee Cave Lakeway Rollingwood Travis County West Lake Hills

2011-12 tax rate* $0.4811 $0.02 $0.1996 $0.1446 $0.4855 $0.0534

2010-11 tax rate* $0.4571 $0.02 $0.1996 $0.1348 $0.4658 $0.0534

Area property tax rates

“We [had] a good year in sales tax, 
but we don’t know about next year, so 
we’re waiting for the economy to level 
out. We stuck to the same conservative 
revenue estimates and expenditures.”

—Frank Salvato,
 Bee Cave city manager

Source: Travis County

For more information, visit impactnews.com

*per $100 valuation
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Political advertisement Paid for by the committee to Pass the 2011 ltisd bond, matt Womack, treasurer

VOTE  YES TO THE
LTISD BOND PROPOSAL

 OR VOTE FOR THIS:

LTISD
SCHOOL
BOND2011

Building Schools, Maintaining Excellence 

With the recent explosion of growth in our school district, we need to 
invest in new facilities and update aging ones now or face a future 
where our children don’t have adequate classrooms. We’ve all made 
so many good choices in the last few years to make Lake Travis an 
Exemplary school district. Let’s all make one more to keep it so for 
years to come. For more information visit:  voteyesbuildschools.com

VOTE  YES VOTE EarlY. EarlY VOTing STarTS OcT. 24 
SchOOl campuSES OpEn fOr VOTing 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Lake Travis Elementary Oct. 24 . Lakeway Elementary Oct. 25 . Bee Cave Elementary Oct. 26 . Lake Pointe Elementary Oct. 27
 Lake Travis High School Oct. 28 . Lake Travis Middle School Nov. 1 . Hudson Bend Middle School Nov. 2 . Serene Hills Elementary Nov. 3  

Vote early at Randalls Lakeway Oct. 24 - Nov. 4  . General election Nov. 8

. Overcrowding & portables

. Reduced access to technology

. Increased student/teacher ratios

. Strained learning environments
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Lower Colorado River Authority 
holds onto Rollingwood and  
West Lake Hills utilities for now

NEWS REPORT

By Taylor Short
After nearly a year of negotiations with 

the Lower Colorado River Authority, the 
water and wastewater systems serving 
West Lake Hills and Rollingwood, for 
now, remain the property of the Central 
Texas utility.

The LCRA approved the sale of four 
water and wastewater systems Sept. 21, 
deciding to retain five and delay the sale 
of 20 other utilities to two private compa-
nies—Corix Infrastructure, a Canadian 
utility company, and California Water 
Group.

The Lakeway Raw Water Barge, Sandy 
Creek, Glenlake and Whitewater Springs 
utilities are being sold to the Lakeway 
Barge Participants, the City of Lean-
der, the City of Austin and Whitewater 
Springs Water Supply Corporation, 
respectively.

The LCRA announced its intentions to 
sell the utilities in November 2010, citing 
a $3 million annual shortfall in main-
tenance costs. The systems serve about 
125,000 people—roughly 30,000 in West 
Lake Hills, Bee Cave and Rollingwood 

combined. If sold to a private company, 
about 70 LCRA employees could be 
affected.

The 32 water and wastewater systems 
were built throughout the 1990s and early 
2000s in response to the needs of various 
communities, from Lometa southeast 
along the Colorado River to the Gulf at 
Matagorda Bay.

The LCRA board members, however, 
expressed a desire to relieve themselves of 
the unprofitable systems to focus providing 
electric energy generation and on the grow-
ing issue of regional water availability.

The cities of West Lake Hills and Roll-
ingwood hope to take ownership of their 
own systems to avoid a probable increase 
in rates.

“We were unhappy with the relation-
ship the way it was before because we 
felt the costs were too high,” said Robert 
Wood, West Lake Hills city administra-
tor, said after the decision. 

Their system serves about a quarter of 
the city’s homes and most of the establish-
ments along RR 2244.

“Our whole goal was to get out from 

under the LCRA,” he said.
Leander Urban Design Officer Pix How-

ell serves as president of the Coalition of 
Central Texas Utilities Development Corp., 
which represents the interests of West Lake 
Hills, Bee Cave, Leander, Lakeway Munici-
pal Utility District and others.

Howell encouraged the board to follow 
through with the sale but said the coali-
tion’s cumulative offer is a reasonable 
option for the remaining systems.

“I still feel that’s the case and offer that 
in case the proposed negotiations some-
how sour,” he said. “We still look forward 
to working with you long-term on service 
issues and hope that you consider that.”

Rollingwood Mayor Bill Hamilton said 
while it is not the decision he wanted, it 
gives the city the opportunity to continue 
working toward a deal.

“We understand we’re maybe on a dif-
ferent path than the other systems, but 
we’ll continue to be a part of the coalition 
to reach the best possible situation for our 
residents,” he said.

The board is expected to vote on agree-
ments for the other 20 systems at the next 
meeting, scheduled for Oct. 19 at 3700 
Lake Austin Blvd. in Austin.

For more information, visit impactnews.com

The Sandy Creek Water System, one of the 32 systems up for sale, was announced to be sold to the City 
of Leander on Sept. 21.
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Bikram Yoga 
Now in Lakeway!

beneFIT
bikram yoga 

Healthy Body
Healthy Mind
Healthy Life

beneFITby.comSign Up Now!

Grand
Opening Special

Consecutive 
Days of 

Unlimited Yoga

for

Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson 
Bend Dr.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N
Lakeway, TX 78734
512.215.4022

Discover the
beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

facebook.com/beneFITby
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TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri

2011 bond referendum
Voters weigh $215M in roads and parks projects

This November, Travis County 
voters will decide whether to 
approve two ballot propositions 
for $215 million worth of road-
way and parks improvements. 

The 2011 bond referendum 
includes projects to widen roads, 
fortify existing road drainage, 
enhance parkland and purchase 
more open space.

The county would pay for the 
work by issuing bonds over seven 
years, said Jessica Rio, Travis 
County assistant budget director.

In February, the Travis County 
Commissioners Court set up a 
15-member Citizens Bond Advi-
sory Committee to gauge whether 
a referendum was needed and 
how large it should be. 

The committee met for seven 
months, held six public hearings 
and received hundreds of letters. 
It whittled down a 120-project 
wish list totaling $638 million to 
36 projects totaling $205,649,433, 
according to court documents.

The Commissioners Court 
adjusted the project list to 
$214,945,000.

That does not include two 
projects at FM 969 and FM 1626; 
the county will pay the estimated 
$28.2 million bill for the two 
projects up front and be partially 
reimbursed by the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

Steve Manilla, Transportation 
and Natural Resources Depart-
ment executive director, said he 
thought the referendum process 
went well.

“We were as transparent as you 
can get,” he said. “We had a good 
debate. The committee came 
up with a very good list. It gave 

Projects and their estimated costs
Safety, bridge, drainage, bicycle and 
pedestrian projects

1   Austin Colony to FM 969, $3.73 million

2  Old San Antonio Road/Onion Creek  
 bridge, $2.19 million

3  Old Hwy. 20 bridge No. 155,  
 $1.4 million

4  Hunters Bend Road sidewalks,  
 $293,000

5  Flint Rock Road, $3.72 million

6  Weiss Lane bridge No. 229, $730,000

7  Rowe Lane, $1.46 million

8  McNeil Road drainage, $2.77 million

9  Lost Creek sidewalks, $500,000

10 Big Sandy Drive at Long Hollow Creek,  
 $794,000

11  Hwy. 290-Circle Drive intersection  
 improvements, $810,000

12  Bee Creek Road, $1.24 million

13 Unspecified road reconstruction and  
 substandard roads, $4.49 million*

14  Bicycle safety projects, $3 million*

15 Sidewalks on El Rey Boulevard,  
 $600,000

Roadway capacity

16  Wildhorse connector, $7.9 million

17  FM 973-Blake Manor Road connector,  
 $7.87 million

18  East Slaughter Lane, $6.5 million

19  Blake-Manor Road, $12.44 million 

20 South Tuscany Way, $3.25 million

21  William Cannon Drive, $8.6 million 

22 Cameron Road, $13.76 million 

23 Wells Branch Parkway, $7.01 million 

24 Weiss Lane, $6.73 million 

25 Arterial A expansion, $1.55 million 

26 Bee Creek Road, $9.3 million 

27 Widen Taylor Lane, $7.66 million

Parks and land conservation projects

28 Arkansas Bend/Dink Pearson parks,  
 $8.5 million

29  Eastern Creek greenways, $15 million

30 Land conservation easements,  
 $7.5 million*

31  Onion Creek greenway, $12 million

32 Pedernales River corridor, $20 million 

33 Timber Creek subdivision, $2.5 million 

34 A–D Eastern Travis County parks  
 improvements, $2.2 million 

35 New Northeast Metro Park entrance,  
 $3.2 million

36 Northeast Metro Park improvements,  
 $3 million 

* Locations not specified

consideration to projects spread 
out throughout the county based 
on present and future needs. It’s 
multimodal too; it includes bike 
and pedestrian projects.”

Court clarifications
Before accepting the com-

mittee’s final report Aug. 9, the 
Commissioners Court made 
three adjustments: it removed 
work on Lohmans Ford Road, 
added a Taylor Lane project and 
expanded the scope of Bee Creek 
Road improvements.

At a subsequent meeting, the 
Commissioners Court discussed 
negotiations to acquire the Peder-
nales River corridor property.

In addition to the $20 mil-
lion estimated cost, the court 
considered offering the current 
owners life estates on 50 acres 
and the option to lease the 
remaining 750 acres for grazing 
rights for $5,000.

A life estate allows someone to 
live on a property for the dura-
tion of his or her life and then 
transfer the property to another 
entity upon his or her death. 

How much will it cost?
Residents may figure out how 

the referendum will increase their 
property taxes by using a calcula-
tor on the county’s website, www.
co.travis.tx.us/citizens_bond_
committee/tax_calculator.asp. 

Rio said residents should use 
the taxable value of their prop-
erty, minus deductions, when 
using the calculator. Although 
the calculator uses 2013 esti-
mates, 2012 tax values will still be 
helpful, she said.

For more information, visit impactnews.com
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The November bond 
referendum will include 36 
projects—27 roadway, drainage, bridge 
and bicycle pedestrian projects ($120,498,867) and  
nine parks and land conservation projects ($73.9 million).

Inflation ($18.51 million) and issuance costs ($2,036,133) bring the total to $214,945,000.

Proposed improvement sites

Lakeway

Bee Cave

West 
Lake 
Hills

Rollingwood

Bee Caves Rd.
360

Located in THE VILLAGE AT WEST LAKE • 701 Capital of Texas Hwy D-480 (360 & Bee Caves Rd by HEB)

                       In a rush? 
Give us a call for curb-side pick-up, gift-wrapped and ready to go!

347-TOYS (8697) • Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Escarpment MoPac

Davis Ln.

W. Slaughter Ln.

Escarpment

Davi

ady to go!

Join us for our 

Saturday, October 29th at 4:00 p.m.
Grand Prize is a $50 Gift Certifi cate!

Please RSVP by Oct. 25th to Participate!
Costume Story 

Time with 

Miss Marcia

Monday

October 24 

at 10:30 a.m.
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  Bee Cave City Council 
4000 Galleria Parkway • 767-6600 
http://portal.beecavetexas.com
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday  
of each month at 6 p.m.

  Lakeway City Council
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
314-7500 • www.cityoflakeway.com
Meets the third Monday of each  
month at 6:30 p.m. 

  Rollingwood City Council
403 Nixon Drive • 327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com
Meets the third Wednesday of the  
month at 7 p.m.

  West Lake Hills City Council
911 Westlake Drive • 767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org
Meets the second and fourth   
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin • 854-9425  
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_
court • Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

CITY AND COUNTY

RollingwoodBee Cave

A new fitness concept utilizing open 
space for fitness trainers to work with 
clients is opening soon at 2745 Bee Caves 
Road, Ste. 105, in about half of the former 
Suzie’s Kitchen space. 

Owner Shane Selberg, a local trainer 
for the Westbank area himself, said he 
wants to open a space where trainers can 
earn a better wage than they would at a 
typical gym. 

Selberg became a fitness trainer after 
hiring someone to help him lose 100 
pounds of weight he had gained from an 
injury from college athletics. 

“I had intentions of going to law school, 
but hired someone to help me to get fit,” 
Selger said. “My goal is to offer an alter-
native to health.”

The business needed a special permit 
because it did not fall into the categories 
of permitted or prohibited use for the 
shopping center. 

Trainers will meet with clients by 
appointment only. Mira Vista is offering 
5 Fitness Training temporary space, so 
it can begin setting up appointments as 
soon as possible. 

Mira Vista to get 5 Fitness 
Training

West Lake Hills

Travis County

Lakeway

Vehicle repair shop drives into 
Lakeway

B&B Body Paint, operating as Service 
King Collision Repair Center, will open at 
1403 N. RR 620 next door to the Oak Grove 
Shopping Center following approval of a 
special permit by the City of Lakeway. 

Service King, a repair shop with locations 
in the Fort Worth/Dallas, Houston and San 
Antonio areas recently agreed to buy out 
B&B Body & Paint, an Austin-based shop. 

Visit www.serviceking.com.

Council asks staff to look into noise regulations
Lakeway city staff has been asked to draw up a noise ordinance that protects homeown-

ers from any kind of amplified sound. 
“I don’t think the noise ordinance protects homeowners,” Councilman Dave Taylor said.
Council members said they had received complaints from residents about noise levels of 

nearby restaurants and other commercial properties. 
The new ordinance may mean businesses will need permits for special events or 

regular use.
The staff will present their findings and recommendations at the Oct. 17 scheduled 

meeting. 

West Lake Hills keeps tax rate
The West Lake Hills City Council 

approved a tax rate Sept. 28 of  $0.0534 per 
$100 valuation, unchanged from last year.

City Administrator Robert Wood said 
residents will end up paying slightly less 
annually—about $1.86 for the average home 
each year.

The city tax rolls experienced  an average 
decrease of $3,000 in property values, but a 
significant increase in sales tax revenues.

Planning and zoning charged 
with reviewing fence 
ordinance 

Councilman Barry Bone questioned the 
city’s attorney and the city’s building official 
about the city’s fence ordinance to deter-
mine whether a fence was allowed in front 
of a home under the city’s code. 

While the lawyer said, in looking at the 
code, it is clear it is not allowed, Building 
Officer Mike Alexander said he had been 
told by a former city council to allow fences 
in the front yard, so long as they are under 
36 inches tall. 

Several residents spoke to the council 
about their concern for safety if the fence 
ordinance does not allow front yard fences. 

“Our home is set at the back of a large lot 
and we installed a fence in June to keep our 
children safe while playing in the large lot,” 
said Shelly Bain, a Rollingwood resident of 
six years. “Please keep Rollingwood a safe 
place for children to play.”

City council approves development agreement for 
single-, multifamily homes

At its Sept. 13 meeting, Bee Cave City Council approved 3–2 a proposed develop-
ment agreement and concept plan with developer Masonwood Development, a local 
firm that specializes in single-family homes. 

The council was hesitant to approve the plan because of its density, but deter-
mined that it would be better than allowing the developer to take the plan to Travis 
County for approval. 

Two residents spoke against the development at the meeting. 
“My main concern at this point is it’s too dense and it doesn’t have any recre-

ation,” Bee cave resident Frances Killebrew said at the public hearing. 
While the council also felt the neighborhood was denser than they would like, 

they said they had little control over the land, since the development was outside 
city limits. 

“I think everyone needs to understand this neighborhood only goes into our 
[extraterritorial jurisdiction], which means we have little to do with this process,” 
Councilman Jack McCool said. 

The neighborhood, which will be located along Hwy. 71, near LTISD’s bus barn, 
has 304 lots for single family homes. Council asked the developer to bring the num-
ber of apartments from 360 units to 300. 

The developers met with Lake Travis ISD to determine the needs of the district in 
the next few years and found that there is a need for affordable housing in the area. 

“If I think about projects in the past, there weren’t many we just loved [in the 
beginning]. I think we have good cooperation here,” McCool said. 

For more information on the developer, visit www.masonwooddevelopment.com.
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Rollingwood is considering a new fence ordi-
nance after getting complaints about front yard 
fences along Rollingwood Drive.

Electric cars and shopping
The Hill Country Galleria announced 

shoppers can now charge their electric 
vehicles at two charging stations within 
the shopping center. One is located 
behind Joseph A. Banks and the other is 
behind Charming Charlie’s, both facing 
facing Hwy. 71. 

The stations are the first in the City of 
Bee Cave. The first electric charging stations in Bee Cave 

have been installed at the Hill Country Galleria. 
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New precinct divisions
In August, the Travis County Commis-

sioners Court redrew precinct boundaries 
to reflect new census data.

One of the court’s biggest challenges was 
creating a new border between precincts 3 
and 4, generally located south of Lady Bird 
Lake and west of I-35.

Precinct 3 needed to shrink, containing 
48 percent of the county’s land and 43,000 
more residents than the ideal precinct 
population, Commissioner Karen Huber 
said.

Precinct 4 needed to grow without dilut-
ing its majority Hispanic population, Com-
missioner Margaret Gomez said.

After lengthy deliberation, the court 
reduced Precinct 3’s population by giving 
southwest areas to Precinct 4 and areas 
near Lake Travis to Central Austin’s Pre-
cinct 2.

The court approved new borders by a 4–1 
vote. Huber opposed, stating that the new 
map still left Precinct 3 too large and popu-
lated for one commissioner to represent.
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Private Luxury Lake Travis Waterfront Property

www.LindaWelshRealty.com  |  512-263-1030

Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert, Linda Welsh (cell) 512-657-4033

$3.5 million

· Elevator and Handicapped accessible
· Game room – Exercise Room – Billiard Room
· Crestron Home Management System/Lutron Lighting
· Additional Acreage available on North shore of Lake Travis

· Approx 1200 ft of waterfront on deep water cove
· 9240 sq – 9.6+ acres
· Private Water System
· Home Theater/Media Room
· Negative Edge Pool & spa

2011 Election Guide

Citizens to vote on state constitutional amendments

Election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 8, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Early voting: 
Oct. 24–Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Last day to register to vote: Oct. 10
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Nov. 1

Voter registration

Polling locations

You may obtain an application from the 
County Register’s office, libraries, all Travis 
County post offices, some high schools, 
grocery and convenience stores or when 
you apply for or renew your driver’s license. 

For a complete list of locations, visit:  
www.traviscountytax.org/
pdfs/2011MasterList.pdf

Download an application at:
www.traviscountytax.org and mail to:

Travis County Voter Registration
P.O. Box 149327, Austin, TX 78714-9327

Registration forms are also available at:
The Tax Assessor-Collector Office  
5501 Airport Blvd., Mon.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.– 
5:30 p.m., or by calling 854-9473 24/7. An 
application will be mailed the next business 
day.

Sources: Vote Texas, Texas Secretary of State

Amendment 1
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 
market value of the residence homestead of 
the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally 
disabled veteran.”

Explanation: The spouse of a totally disabled 
veteran would be provided with an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation on all or part of the 
market value of his or her home.

Amendment 2

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the issuance of additional general obligation 
bonds by the Texas Water Development Board 
in an amount not to exceed $6 billion at any 
time outstanding.”

Explanation: The Texas Water Development 
Board could issue general obligation bonds 
for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II, as long as the total 
amount of bonds does not exceed $6 billion.

Amendment 3

“The constitutional amendment providing for the 
issuance of general obligation bonds of the State 
of Texas to finance educational loans to students.”

Explanation: The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board could issue and sell bonds 
to finance student educational loans.

By Marie Leonard
Texas legislators proposed 10 amend-

ments to the Texas Constitution during 
the 82nd legislative session earlier this 
year. Each amendment was approved by at 
least two-thirds of the House and Senate, 
and Texas residents will be able to vote on 
the amendments Nov. 8.

The constitution has been amended 467 
times since 1876. In 2009, voters passed 
all 11 amendments on the ballot, and 
approximately 8 percent of residents voted 
in the election statewide.

Amendment 7

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit conservation and 
reclamation districts in El Paso County to 
issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes 
to fund the development and maintenance of 
parks and recreational facilities.”

Explanation: El Paso County would be 
added to the list of counties allowed to create 
districts to develop parks and recreational 
facilities financed by taxes.

Amendment 8

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes 
of open-space land devoted to water-
stewardship purposes on the basis of its 
productive capacity.”

Explanation: The Legislature would provide 
for taxation of open space land devoted to 
water stewardship, where property owners 
would promote water quality and conservation 
on their land on the basis of its output.

Amendment 9

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the governor to grant a pardon to a person 
who successfully completes a term of deferred 
adjudication community supervision.”

Explanation: The governor could grant a 
pardon to a person who completes one term of 
deferred adjudication community supervision.

Amendment 10

“The constitutional amendment to change 
the length of the unexpired term that causes 
the automatic resignation of certain elected 
county or district officeholders if they become 
candidates for another office.”

Explanation: If certain elected officers become 
candidates for another office, the length of 
their unexpired term that causes automatic 
resignation would be extended from one year to 
one year and 30 days.

Amendment 4
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit a county to issue 
bonds or notes to finance the development 
or redevelopment of an unproductive, 
underdeveloped, or blighted area and to 
pledge for repayment of the bonds or notes 
increases in ad valorem taxes imposed by 
the county on property in the area. The 
amendment does not provide authority for 
increasing ad valorem tax rates.”

Explanation: Counties could issue bonds 
or notes to finance the development of an 
underdeveloped area, and they could pledge an 
increase in ad valorem tax revenues in the area 
to repay the bonds or notes.

Amendment 5

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to allow cities or counties to enter 
into interlocal contracts with other cities or 
counties without the imposition of a tax or the 
provision of a sinking fund.”

Explanation: Cities and counties could have 
contracts with other cities and counties without 
assessing an ad valorem tax and set aside 
specific funds to pay the contract costs.

Amendment 6

“The constitutional amendment clarifying 
references to the permanent school fund, 
allowing the General Land Office to distribute 
revenue from permanent school fund land 
or other properties to the available school 
fund to provide additional funding for public 
education, and providing for an increase in the 
market value of the permanent school fund for 
the purpose of allowing increased distributions 
from the available school fund.”

Explanation: The amount of principal 
available for withdrawal each year from a fund 
established to provide additional revenue 
for all public schools would increase. Also, 
available school fund annual revenue could 
be distributed from school fund land or other 
properties of up to $300 million each year.

1   Hill Country Middle School
       1300 Walsh Tarlton Lane

2   Flagship Randalls at Westlake Hills
       3300 Bee Caves Road
 

3   Austin Christian Fellowship
       6401 River Place Blvd.

4   Steiner Ranch Elementary School
       4001 Quinlan Park Road
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ELITE WIRELESS

No credit check. No contract required for Cricket. Boost and Page Plus / Sin evaluaciones de credito, 
Sin contractos para Cricket, Boost y Page Plus. *Other restrictions apply–SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

ELITE WIRELESSELITE WIRELESSSSSELITE WIRELESSSSS

Free HBO, Cinemax, Starz, 
Blockbuster for 90 days

America’s Top 210 
Free DVR Upgrade
Free 4 Room Installation
Free HD for Life
Free HBO, Showtime, Starz 
and Cinemax for 90 days

Free NFL 
Sunday ticket!

Samsung R380 for $89.99 
Rate plan is $45/month for this 

phone. Unlimited talk, 
text and web. 

per month

FREE 4G Internet Broadband Card 
with new service.

We activate any AT&T phone for $60/month. 
Unlimited talk, text and web.

We activate any Verizon phone for $45/month. 
Unlimited talk, text and 20mb of data.

Unlimited internet use on 4G broad-
band or unlimited talk, text and web 
on any T-Mobile phone. Nationwide 
coverage. 

Why not get up close and personal 
with a rescue dog today?

Mark your calendar now to attend the fourth 
annual Dogtoberfest at The Domain.

OCTOBER 22ND, 2O11
Meet Dogs Available For Adoption

KXAN Canine Costume Contest
Celebrity Emcee: KXAN’s Jim Spencer

Neiman Marcus Dog Photo Booth

Wiener Dog Races | Dog Demonstrations
Pet Products & Services | Silent Auction

10am–4pm

3307 Ranch Road 620 North • Austin, TX 78734 • 512-736-9280

Unique Furniture and Crafts Handmade 
by Real Rural Mexican Artisans

www.yesimports.com
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  Education  FOC
Leander ISD cuts $20 million from budget, readies for further belt-tightening in 2012–13

By Victor O’Brien
The Leander Independent School 

District told 212 probationary contracted 
teachers in April that the district would 
not be renewing their contracts, but LISD 
also told them not to lose hope.

“When they did tell us that they were 
going to have to let us go, they were still 
very positive saying, ‘We’re doing the best 
we can,’” said Haley Delvizis, a teacher at 
Rouse High School who was non-renewed 
due to the cuts.

Delvizis said she did not do much to find 
another job, partially because she wasn’t 
hopeful of finding another one but also 

because she was optimistic she could come 
back to Rouse.

“I wanted to stay in LISD. I love my job. 
I was going to hold out as long as I could 
and hope they would come back with good 
news,” she said.

While the 82nd Legislature had not yet 
made a decision on school funding in April 
2010, LISD was required to tell its teach-
ers who would have a contract for the next 
school year before school funding had 
been cemented. The district eliminated 250 

positions, along with other cuts, to balance 
its budget with the possible $29 million 
shortfall. 

But once the Legislature passed school 
finance legislation, LISD Communications 
Specialist Veronica Sopher said the cuts 
were still significant, but LISD was able to 
start rehiring some of the teachers it had 
previously let go.

“We approached this from the perspec-
tive of what touches kids the most, what 
programs, what are the implications of 
moving to a new testing system,” Sopher 
said.

The district was able to rehire 152 non-
renewed probationary teachers. Delvizis 
signed a new contract in June, and she said 
she is excited to be back at Rouse. She’s 
coaching the cheerleading team—as well 
as teaching lifetime nutrition and well-
ness, and culinary prepping—and she had 
already put a lot into the team last year.

“I’ve done all this work for cheer, and 
I’ve gotten to know the girls. We’ve had 
tryouts, and I want to be a part of this 
team,” Delvizis said.

By Macy Hurwitz

Growing school districts such as 
Leander ISD tend to keep student-to-
teacher ratios lower than the state-
mandated maximum, 22-to-1. Districts 
try to start closer to 15-to-1 
to maintain some flexibility 
because students transfer into 
classrooms year-round in high-
growth districts. Because of the 
budget shortfall, however, this year 
LISD starts out at 22-to-1 in many of  
  its classrooms.

By Victor O’Brien
Leander ISD approved its 2011–12 budget at  

$224.7 million in August, cutting costs deeper than 
required to balance its budget in an effort to lessen pro-
jected cuts needed for upcoming years.

The forward thinking, LISD Superintendent Bret 
Champion said, will better prepare LISD for changes in 
upcoming years.

“We’re anticipating that we’re going to need to find 
additional ways to trim the budget in the 2012–13 
school year,” LISD Superintendent Bret Champion said.  
“2013–14—what’s going to happen with the housing 
market in the area? What’s going 
to happen with the economy? 
We’re closely tied to all that.” 

Legislative cutbacks 
required the district to trim 
its budget by $15 million for 
2011–12 and by an additional  
$7 million for 
2012–13. The district opted to cut about  
$20 million for 2011–12, reducing the 2012–13 cuts from 
$7 million to potentially $2 million. 

The 2012–13 cuts still depend on whether the dis-
trict chooses to allocate the additional $5 million from  
2011–12 into the next year’s budget, use it over several 
years or allocate it for another purpose, Champion said. 

The 2011–12 cuts hit across the board and particu-
larly affected middle schools, where the district changed 
schedules and cut several sports. The district also post-
poned opening two schools and increased class sizes at 
several levels. Several departments lost staff members, 
shifting workload onto remaining staff, Champion said.

“Starting out, our classes are a little bit larger. Our 
whole school has grown in population because we did 
not open a new elementary school,” Cox Elementary 
School Principal Sheri Hawthorn said. “I think they 
[classes] are still manageable.”

Hawthorn’s staff trained teachers during the summer 
on how to deal with the added diversity of learners and 
learning levels that come with more students. Haw-
thorn said the full ramifications of the cuts will become 
clearer later during preparation for new state account-
ability testing and as teachers absorb the decrease in 
central office staff available to help them.

The result of the budget cuts is 
that LISD is spending approxi-
mately $595.62, or about 8.12 per-
cent, less on each student with most 
of the cuts coming to personnel, 
which recorded a net loss of 97 posi-
tions.

The state cutbacks decreased sig-
nificantly from early 2011 projections to when the state 
budget was improved in the summer. The final state 
budget reduced LISD’s projected cuts from $29 million 
to the $15 million for 2011–12.

With the state budget approved for next year because 
the Legislature operates on a biennium, the district 
gained a glimpse of 2012 budgeting, which Champion 
said should make the budget process smoother.

Throughout the budget process, LISD kept students 
and families at the forefront of each budget meeting and 
through community input sessions, LISD spokeswoman 
Veronica Sopher said in August.

The 2012–13 budget will remain a challenge as LISD Read more about the budget at impactnews.com

Comment at impactnews.com
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LISD spends less per  
student after state cuts

Budget Gap:
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District hires back many teachers previously let go due to projected budget cuts

is among the fastest-growing districts in the state for its 
size and will have to cope with growth while receiving 
less state funding, Champion said.

Keeping up with that growth has required increases 
in taxes that have put LISD among the area’s highest tax 
rates. LISD approved a 4.5 cent tax rate increase at its 
Sept. 15 meeting, adding about $118.81 to the annual tax 
bill for the average homeowner.

“We’re anticipating that we’re going to 
need to find additional ways to trim the 
budget in the 2012–13 school year.”

—Bret Champion,
 LISD superintendent
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Leander ISD

DISTRICT SCORES By GRADE

2011 TAKS Results (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 95% Math 90%

Grade 4 Reading 93% Math 92%

Grade 5 Reading 98% Math 97%

Grade 6 Reading 93% Math 92%

Grade 7 Reading 96% Math 94%

Grade 8 Reading 99% Math 97%

Grade 9 Reading 95% Math 85%

Grade 10 English language arts 94% Math 81%

Grade 11 English language arts 97% Math 94%

2010–11 STATISTICS State District

Economically Disadvantaged 59.1% 22.6%

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 16.9% 5.0%

Average years experience of teachers N/A 10.5

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $47,975

SuBJECT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

Reading 90% 96% 95%

Math 84% 91% 92%

Writing 92% 95% 95%

Science 83% 90% 92%

Social studies 95% 97% 98%
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Rouse  33  Vista Ridge  35 Leander  32Cedar Park  31
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Henry  27Cedar Park  25

Steiner Ranch 20
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2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

1  Bagdad 800 Deercreek Lane, Leander 570-5900 1999 560 Acceptable 64.3% 89% 85% 85% 73% 80% 85% 93% 88%

2  Block House Creek 401 Creek Run Drive, Leander 570-7600 1987 715 Recognized 18.3% 94% 90% 94% 83% 91% 94% 98% 93%

3  Laura Welch Bush 12600 Country Trails, Austin 570-6100 2002 890 Exemplary 2.4% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 100% 95% 100%

4  Cox 1001 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-6000 2001 810 Recognized 16.3% 98% 97% 94% 90% 97% 94% 98% 100%

5  Cypress 2900 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park 570-5400 1988 748 Recognized 13.9% 99% 95% 98% 94% 91% 91% 100% 99%

6  Deer Creek 2420 Zeppelin Drive, Cedar Park 570-6300 2004 782 Exemplary 3.6% 99% 96% 98% 90% 100% 96% 100% 99%

7  Faubion 1209 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-7500 1975 609 Recognized 32.6% 94% 89% 91% 90% 93% 89% 94% 95%

8  Giddens 1500 Timberwood Drive, Cedar Park 570-5600 1996 593 Recognized 33.9% 95% 90% 94% 79% 91% 90% 97% 95%

9  Grandview Hills 12024 Vista Parke Drive, Austin 570-6800 2007 498 Recognized 21.7% 94% 89% 96% 93% 94% 93% 99% 98%

10 Knowles 2101 Cougar Country Drive, Cedar Park 570-6200 2003 733 Recognized 50% 94% 95% 90% 83% 92% 98% 98% 95%

11  Mason 1501 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park 570-5500 1994 661  Acceptable 32.6% 93% 91% 91% 77% 86% 88% 97% 92%

12  Naumann 1201 Brighton Bend, Cedar Park 570-5800 1998 875 Recognized 26% 95% 89% 96% 92% 89% 83% 97% 98%

13  Parkside 301 Garner Park Drive, Georgetown 570-7100 2008 638 Exemplary 9.2% 95% 96% 95% 90% 93% 88% 99% 97%

14  Plain 501 South Brook Drive, Leander 570-6600 2006 837 Acceptable 37.6% 92% 87% 89% 86% 82% 83% 95% 93%

15  Pleasant Hill 1800 Horizon Park Blvd., Leander 570-6400 2004 735 Recognized 31% 95% 84% 92% 86% 86% 87% 96% 93%

16  Reagan 1700 E. Park St., Cedar Park 570-7200 2009 802 Exemplary 14.9% 95% 93% 100% 98% 99% 98% 100% 98%

17  River Place 6500 Sitio Del Rio Blvd., Austin 570-6900 2007 788 Exemplary 4% 98% 97% 97% 98% 95% 97% 98% 99%

18  River Ridge 12900 Tierre Grande Trail, Austin 570-7300 2009 734 Exemplary 2.2% 98% 96% 99% 97% 98% 98% 100% 99%

19  Rutledge 11501 Staked Plains Drive, Austin 570-6500 2005 737 Recognized 18.1% 99% 99% 96% 93% 96% 97% 96% 97%

20  Steiner Ranch 4001 N. Quinlan Park Road, Austin 570-5700 1996 766 Exemplary 4.7% 99% 99% 98% 97% 98% 99% 100% 99%

21  Westside 300 Ryan Jordan Lane, Cedar Park 570-7000 2008 709 Exemplary 23.1% 97% 97% 93% 89% 95% 97% 98% 99%

22  Whitestone 2000 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander 570-7400 1991 821 Recognized 42.1% 89% 87% 99% 91% 87% 83% 99% 97%

23  Winkley 2100 Pow Wow, Leander 570-6700 2006 777 Recognized 33% 93% 89% 83% 85% 87% 92% 98% 95%

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 results 6th 7th 8th

24  Canyon Ridge 12601 Country Trails, Austin 570-3500 2004 977 Exemplary 4.6% 98% 97% 99% 98% 100% 99% 100% 99%

25  Cedar Park 2100 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3100 1995 1,342 Recognized 11.8% 97% 96% 96% 96% 99% 97% 99% 97%

26  Four Points 9700 McNeil Drive, Austin 570-3700 2010 616 Exemplary 15.7% N/A N/A 97% 96% 97% 94% 99% 98%

27  Henry 100 N. Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3400 2002 1,506 Recognized 28.7% 96% 96% 92% 93% 97% 96% 99% 98%

28  Leander 410 S. West Drive, Leander 570-3200 1996 876  Recognized 52.6% 93% 91% 83% 86% 94% 90% 98% 93%

29  Running Brushy 2303 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3300 2000 1,259 Recognized 36.7% 96% 90% 90% 91% 92% 88% 98% 95%

30  Wiley 1701 CR 271, Leander 570-3600 2006 1,299 Recognized 22.6% 96% 92% 91% 87% 93% 92% 99% 98%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2010 results 9th 10th 11th

31  Cedar Park 2150 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-1200 1998 1,794 Recognized 11.2% 97% 92% 98% 91% 95% 88% 98% 98%

32  Leander 3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander 570-1000 1984 2,086 Acceptable 37.2% 94% 86% 91% 76% 92% 76% 97% 93%

33  Rouse 1501 CR 271, Leander 570-2000 2008 1,826 Acceptable 26.7% 95% 79% 95% 81% 94% 77% 97% 90%

34  Vandegrift 9500 McNeil Drive, Austin 570-2300 2009 1,353 Recognized 8.1% 99% 93% 98% 92% 96% 91% 96% 97%

35  Vista Ridge 200 S. Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park 570-1800 2003 1,847 Acceptable 19.5% 95% 86% 95% 88% 92% 77% 95% 92%

ELEMENTARy 
SCHOOLS
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Automotive excellence in a clickAU DI  •   F ISKE R  •   MASE RATI  •   POR SCH E  •   SAAB  •   SPYKE R  •   SU BAR U  •   VOLVO

Roger Beasley Subaru
of Georgetown

7501 S. IH-35 - Exit 257
512-930-2111
subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Porsche

200 E. Huntland Drive
512-371-1155
porscheaustin.com

Fisker of Austin
200 E. Huntland Drive

512-483-7900
fiskeraustin.com

Maserati of Austin

12925 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3100
mymaseratiofaustin.com

Spyker of Austin
12925 Pond Springs Rd.

512-219-3100
spykertexas.com

Roger Beasley Saab

12925 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3100
saabaustin.com

Volvo Austin
512-452-0266
volvoaustin.com

Volvo Georgetown
512-930-2111
volvogeorgetown.com

Audi North Austin

12971 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3150
audiaustin.com

$429Mo.
36 Mo. Lease

$685Mo.
39 Mo. Lease

2011 Legacy 2.5i Sedan - CVT
Closed-end leases offered to qualified customers with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee 
responsible for $0.15/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Forester model BFB P21, Stk# Z6163 
based on MSRP $23,554. $1,999 total due at inception. Purchase option at lease end for $12,012. Legacy model CAB, Stk# Z6308 based on MSRP 
$22,091. $1,999 total due at inception. Purchase option at lease end for $13,254. Offers expire 10-31-11.

2011 Forester 2.5x - Alloy Pkg., 4EAT

$279Mo.
42 Mo. Lease

$399Mo.
 36 Mo. Lease

All remaining 2010 Executive Demos

Several in stock with varying mileage. Valid in lieu of other 
offers including special financing. Expires 10-31-11.

$12,000Off MSRP

World’s first luxury 
plug-in hybrid 

electric

Austin’s first and
only Spyker dealership.

In stock now!
All pictures for illustration only. Some offers may expire prior to publication.

3 year / 36k mile FREE 
maintenance included

$216Mo.
42 Mo. Lease

2011 Porsche Boxster

36-month closed-end lease offered to qualified customers from Porsche 
Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. 
Stock# W7893 based on lease sale price $53,900. $5,800 total due at 
inception. Purchase option at lease end for $33,154.05. $350 disposition 
fee. Advertised offer requires dealer contribution; final negotiated price 
may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and 
may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for 
$0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher 
MSRP will affect lease price. Offer expires 10-31-11.

$686Mo.
36 Mo. Special Lease

2011 Maserati Quattroporte S
Black / Black
Paddle shift, Park sensors, 4.7L V8
MSRP $131,150, Stk# M8253
Exp. 10-31-11

+TT&L
 $111,150Save $20,000

1st mo. payment
paid by Audi

2012 Audi 
A4 2.0T quattro Premium
Closed-end leases offered to qualified customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience pkg. based 
on MSRP $36,585. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $21,585. 
35 monthly payments of $429. A6 based on MSRP $55,920. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $700 security deposit + $685 first payment = $4,579 
due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $30,196.80. 38 monthly payments of $685. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee 
responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease 
price.  Offers expire 11-1-11.

2012 Audi A6 3.0T Premium Plus quattro

Lease offer with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. or TT&L required).  1st mo. payment courtesy of 
Volvo. 36 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $19,747.  Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# 
V3347. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further 
details. Plan excludes tires. Offers end 10-31-11.

All-new 2012 Volvo S60 T5

Visit www.RogerBeasleyIHG.com for the latest offers and specials.

ABSOLUTELY $0 DUE
SIGN & DRIVE LEASE
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Festival each brought in closer to $50 mil-
lion. Lake-related spending included rec-
reational and tourism activities that would 
not have come to the area without the lake, 
such as scuba diving, boating and camping.

For this study, Robert Charles Lesser & Co. 
(RCLCO) was hired to determine the eco-
nomic impact of Lake Travis from the north at  
FM 1431 to the east at RR 620 and Anderson 
Mill Road to the western Travis County line 
to the south at Hwy. 71.

How low is too low?
With recent years’ droughts—three of the 

past four summers in Central Texas have 
been dry—stakeholders, such as lakeside 
businesses and cities, have been curious to 
see what the implications would be to their 
pocketbooks.

The study showed there was not a signifi-
cant difference in spending on and near the 
lake as long as the lake levels were between 
660 feet above sea level and full at 681 feet 
above sea level.

However, after lake levels drop below 660 
feet for 60 consecutive days, the study esti-
mates a total loss of between $16.4 million 
and $21.9 million.

Property values and taxes
Much of the total economic loss would 

be in property, meaning home sales on and 
near the lake decrease, which could affect 
real estate agents, brokers, homeowners 
looking to sell their homes and the city in 
terms of property taxes.

“When we start a home on a lakefront 
property, we generate hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in revenue on labor, mate-
rials, [and] the service industries we use. 
And contrary to popular belief, when 
you start a brand-new home, most of the 
money goes to the community,” said Steve 
Zbranek, owner of Zbranek & Holt Custom 
Homes and Lake Travis Chamber of Com-
merce chairman of the board. “Around 
Lake Travis, that could be billions of dol-
lars.”

He said in many of the business inqui-
ries he receives, he is asked about the lake 
levels.  

Lakeside businesses affected
Businesses such as charter companies, 

scuba operators and marina owners can 
often avoid being hit as hard during a 
drought in the short-term by diversifying 
their operations.

However, during longer droughts, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to continue 
operating at the same level as when the lake 
is full or near full.

“Low lake levels impact businesses, and 
not only is their revenue impacted, but 
there’s also an increase in cost they must 
incur,” Principal of RCLCO Todd Larue said.

One example of that is marinas, which can 
incur costs between $10,000 to more than 
$300,000 to move for water accessibility.

Pete Clark, owner of Carlos’n Charlie’s, 

Just for Fun Watercraft Rental and several 
lake convenience stores, said many of his 
businesses had cut staff by about half in the 
past year because of low lake levels and the 
economic impact it has had on his busi-
nesses.

Clark said 80 percent of his revenue 
comes during a 90-day period in the sum-
mer months, and if the lake levels are low, it 
really hits his business hard.

“It’s kind of like you’re a toy store in the 
mall and they cancel Christmas, because all 
of our efforts are concentrated on a 90-day 
period,” Clark said. “When you upset that 
90-day period, it’s real significant to us.”

In September 2010, his restaurants had 88 
employees, and during September 2009—a 
drought year—he had 34 employees. Two of 
those jobs were management, with the rest 
hourly jobs, including waitstaff.

Utility expenses increase
Another unexpected cost, which affects 

not just utility companies but also their cus-
tomers, is that as lake levels decrease, costs 
increase. One reason is that pipes must be 
extended further to pump water out of Lake 
Travis.

Travis County Water Control and 
Improvement District No. 17 estimates an 
added $1,000 per month in electricity when-
ever lake levels are down.

Next steps
Clark congratulated the stakeholders for 

supporting the study.
“I’ve been involved in this cause for years, 

Impact
Continued from | 1

Each of the participating stakeholders contributed some portion of the study’s cost.

Members of the Lake Travis Economic Stakeholders Committee include the City of Austin, Travis County, Lake Travis 
Chamber of Commerce, Jonestown, Lago Vista, Lakeway, Hurst Creek Municipal District, Lago Vista/Jonestown Cham-
ber of Commerce, Lago Vista Economic Development Alliance, Lakeway Municipal Utility District, Samsung, the Villages 
of Briarcliff, Point Venture, The Hills, Volente, Water Control and Improvement District 17 and WCID Point Venture.

and I feel like over the last 18 months, we’ve 
gotten more done than in the past 20 years,” 
he said.

Going forward
One of the reasons the study was sup-

ported was that stakeholders expect the 
document to be used by policymakers in 
making decisions related to the area.

Lake Travis is often defended for its use 
in generating electricity and providing 
drinking water, but now it is shown as a 
driving economic force in the area as well.

“The lake has no voice. It is up to us to try 
to give it that voice,” Lakeway Councilman 
Alan Tye said.
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For more information, visit impactnews.com

           Lake Travis fiscal impact

$158.4 million Property taxes to  
43 taxing entities

$45.2 million Sales tax revenues

$1.3 million Hotel occupancy tax

$2.3 million Mixed beverage taxes

$207.2 million total fiscal impact

The total fiscal impact in 2010 
for Lake Travis on the study area 
was $207.2 million in state and 
local revenue.

Source: Lake Travic Economic Impact Study
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Time and Again, Our Heart  
Program Comes in First.

For six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked Heart Hospital of 
Austin as the number one heart program in Texas, an accomplishment 
no other hospital has achieved.  What’s more, Thomson Reuters ranks 
us as one of the Nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® for Cardiovascular Care 
— for the fifth time. Here, we put patients and their families first. 
That’s why we’re dedicated to providing the highest quality care and 
achieving better outcomes. And it’s why we’re recognized by so many 
quality-rating organizations. So if you’re seeking the best in heart care, 
choose the hospital that ranks at the top. 

SIX YEARS
IN A ROW

512-407-7000 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

 WATER
GREEN

FOR MORE WATER SAVING TIPS, 

VISIT WATERSMART.ORG

TURN DOWN 
THE PRESSURE! 

WATER MISTING 
FROM YOUR 
SPRINKLER 
BENEFITS THE SKY, 
NOT YOUR LAWN
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“I’m still at a loss for how this will benefit 
Brooks Hollow [residents],” Kim McGee, 
North Brooks Hollow resident, said. “We do 
not use any of the city’s amenities.”

Council originally planned to make a 
decision on the annexation in June, but at the 
request of the neighborhood, postponed a 
decision to allow time for staff and residents 
to come to an agreement on the terms. 

Grandfathering exemptions
Council voted on a subdivision and site 

development amendment that will allow the 
area the same provisions for floodplains as 
Travis County allows, rather than the city’s 
building code, which does not allow a home 
to be built below 722 feet above sea level. 

Council also amended the single-family 
residential zoning district to provide six 
exemptions for this area. The exemptions 
include exterior finishes, address numbers 
on homes, garage and carport construction 
standards, screening of solid waste, fencing 
regulations, and gazebo and playscape regu-
lations. In addition, it allows a smaller home 
footprint of 1,000 square feet. 

While the zoning allows homeowners in 
the rural area to have a trailer or a boat, it 
would not allow residents to have both on 
a single property. Although existing home 
structures are grandfathered in, if a home 
were destroyed or demolished, it must be 
reconstructed at county regulations and 

within Lakeway’s building standards. 
Councilman Bruce Harris said he did not 

believe the area should be annexed, and his 
reasoning reflected what many of the home-
owners expressed in their comments. 

“These properties are different from any 
homes in Lakeway,” Harris said. “I think 
they’re too different to bring into our area. 
I feel this is intrusive government. Prop-
erty rights come into play here, and I think 
annexation is not right for them.”

Legality questioned
A lawyer representing some of the neigh-

bors called into question the legality of Lake-
way’s annexations. At a special session meet-
ing, City Council went into executive session 
to consider a petition from Steve and Anita 
Cokins requesting that “the City of Lakeway 
include the North Brooks Hollow neighbor-
hood area in the city’s annexation plan pur-
suant to Section 43.025(i) of the Texas Local 
Government Code.” 

Section (i) states that cities cannot sepa-
rately annex several areas totalling more than 
100 homes to avoid allowing property own-
ers to vote on annexation without just cause. 

The council denied the request. 
State law allows residents to request arbi-

tration of the dispute; otherwise, North 
Brooks Hollow will become a part of the 
Lakeway community Jan. 1. 

Other annexations in progress
Lakeway also held two public hearings in 

September on the following areas:

•	 Laws addition No. 2
•	 Travis Oaks Trails
•	 A portion of The Preserve at Lakeway
•	 Portions of Cardinal Hills No. 6 and  

No. 7 subdivisions
•	 Lochan Ora subdivision
•	 Three additional tracts west of Hurst 

Creek Road and north of the Coves
These areas were recommended for 

annexation because the city would like to 
control future land use. The area is environ-
mentally sensitive and there could be a nega-
tive impact to Lakeway residents, Deputy 
City Manager Chessie Blanchard said. 

At the first public hearing Sept. 19, there 
were several landowners and homeowners in 
attendance to speak against annexation. 

“We are adamantly opposed because 
of the lifestyle [differences],” Travis Oaks 
Trails resident Robin Young said. “We’re 
still struggling with what isn’t fair to [Lake-
way residents].”

At an earlier meeting, staff had said one of 
the reasons for annexation was that residents 
in neighboring areas were using Lakeway 
roads without having to pay for them. 

Three people spoke against the annexation 
of Travis Oaks Trails at the second public 
hearing Sept. 26. 

Kurt Carson and Graham Moore, resi-
dents of Travis Oaks Trails, stated they were 
against the annexation. 

Dennis Hogan, also a resident of Travis 
Oaks Trails, sent a letter to the mayor ask-
ing that the council allow 60 months before 
annexing the neighborhood into Lakeway. 

“We are in tough economic times, and  
people in our neighborhood are feeling it. At 
36 months, we can start some appreciation 
[in the homes] so that those who don’t wish 
to live in Lakeway can take their gains and 
buy another piece of property,” Hogan said. 
“It’s really a matter of heart, not politics. I am 
asking all of you to give this some real serious 
consideration.”

Council will vote on the second round of 
annexations Oct. 17. 

Annexation
Continued from | 1
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1   Laws addition                
        No. 2

2   Lochan Ora

3   Portions of          
        Cardinal Hills          
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moisture,” Linardos said.
Another factor is the wildland-urban 

interface—the area where development 
and natural land meet. These areas can be 
prone to wildfires because of the available 
fuels.

One of the key contributors to minimiz-
ing damage, Linardos said, was getting 
additional resources. The Texas Interagency 
Fire and Mutual Aid system was activated 
through the governor’s office.

Resources were stretched thin because of 
other fires in Travis and Bastrop counties. 
Austin Fire Department Chief of Staff Harry 
Evans said his department’s role was of sup-
port.

“The success was that any one particu-
lar jurisdiction could’ve used a lot more 
resources, so each of them had to make hard 
decisions about what they could and could 
not do,” he said.

The LTFR’s job was not done after contain-
ment, however. Linardos said they continued 
“babysitting this like a bad child.”

“I’ve fought larger fires in my own juris-
diction, but I’ve never lost so many homes in 
such a short period of time,” he said.

Green acres
Following the fires, some cities with wild-

land urban interface began investigating 
ways to safeguard their neighborhoods.

Rollingwood Mayor Bill Hamilton said 

he began urging residents to take common-
sense precautions  back in April—foreseeing 
the conditions that would lead to wildfires.

The City Council plans to discuss any fur-
ther actions during the October meeting, but 
does not want to get too aggressive yet.

“If we need to do more, we’re certainly 
going to do more,” he said.

The City of Lakeway has not had any sig-
nificant wildfires reported but is asking the 
LTFR to help identify problem areas.

Deputy City Manager Chessie Blanchard 
said, like Rollingwood and Bee Cave, the city 
is reinforcing prevention education and try-
ing to avoid rash decisions like clear cutting.

“That would be a knee-jerk reaction and 
creates its own set of problems,” she said. 
“We’re trying to find that middle ground.”

Clear cutting is not an option in West Lake 
Hills either, though the City Council has 
spent recent meetings discussing how the 
city’s strict tree-removal policies could be 
altered to address safety concerns.

The council enacted some basic preven-
tion initiatives, though possibilities include 
creating firebreaks—man-made gaps  meant 
to slow the spread of wildfires—in the green-
belt areas.

Many people have a stake in the protec-
tion of the land, Evans said, but the fire threat 
should prompt a conversation.

“We put homes out here and made it a 
wildland-urban interface, so we have the 
responsibility to figure out a way to make it 
work for the habitat, the animals we protect 
and for the community,” Linardos said. 

Moving forward
The Steins quickly rented a furnished 

home in Steiner Ranch and received enough 
donations to give some back. The family also 
attended a free grief counseling session at St. 
Luke’s on the Lake Episcopal Church, one of 
the many organizations that helped in the 
recovery.

While the challenge now is navigating 
their insurance claim, the couple escaped 
the incident with a positive outlook and 
luckily, Natalie was not traumatized by the 

tragedy, they said.
Instead of selling the land and cutting their 

losses, Kevin said they will rebuild, albeit with 
some extra fire-safety additions. The Steins 
chose Steiner Ranch for a reason, Kate said, 
and with the outpouring of neighborly sup-
port, are more confident in their choice than 
ever.

“I don’t think it will ever be the same when 
it comes to natural disasters,” Kate said. “But 
you can’t live in fear.”

Fires
Continued from | 1

Have at least 30 feet 
of space between 
your home and sur-
rounding brush.

Keep your landscap-
ing pruned and cut 
low branches to 
reduce fire hazards.

Use fire-resistant 
structure materials 
such as double-pane 
glass windows. 

Use fire-resistant 
roofing materials 
like asphalt, metal or 
concrete products. 

Have a disaster plan. 
Decide where you 
will go and how you 
will get there.

Make sure structures 
attached to your 
home such as decks, 
porches and fences 
are fire-resistant.

Have a designated 
emergency access 
from your home and 
neighborhood. 

Seven steps to help protect your home from wildfires 

7

4

6

3

5
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Registration & Lunch: 10:30AM – 11:45AM 
Shotgun Start: 1 PM    Taste of Lake Travis:  6PM – 9PM

The Hills Country Club    Flintrock Falls Course
Registration Deadline: November 4TH

Presenting Sponsor:
CALLING ALL GOLFERS!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2011

TEAM OF 4 :  $550      INDIVIDUAL PLAYER :  $160 
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BirdiesByTheLake.com  •  info@LakeTravisChamber.com  •  512.263.5833
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 Player registration includes 
Golf, Lunch, Taste of Lake Travis 

Dinner, 2 Drink Tickets, Door Prize Ticket and Swag Bag!
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Wildfire damages Steiner homes
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Compiled by Taylor Short
The fire that destroyed 

23 houses and damaged 
three others in the roughly 
1,000-home Steiner Ranch 
neighborhood during the 
Labor Day weekend spurred 
regional firefighters and 
emergency personnel into 
action. Gov. Rick Perry 
surveyed the damage from a 
helicopter before reassuring 
the public at a news confer-
ence Sept. 6. 

Emergency professionals were stretched thin across Central Texas, fighting fires in 
Bastrop, Spicewood, plus smaller flare-ups in Leander and Austin, in addition to almost 
60 other fires across the state, Chief of State Emergency Management Nim Kidd said.

Since containing the blaze, Lake Travis Fire and Rescue Chief Jim Linardos said his 
department continues to keep an eye on the area as the dry conditions could extend 
well into 2012.

Photos

1   Gov. Rick Perry visited Steiner Ranch Elementary School on Sept. 6, cutting short his presidential cam 
    paign stop in South Carolina to respond to the wildfires that plagued Central Texas. 

2   Several fire trucks patrolled the Steiner Ranch community Sept. 6, searching for any signs of possible  
        flare-ups.

3   The wildfire tore through homes, leaving damaged property and debris scattered throughout the area.

4   Only a brick archway remains after fires destroyed a Steiner Ranch home. 
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RELIEF FROM: 
Back Pain  |  Head and Neck Pain  |  Sciatica

Herniated Disc  |   Sports Injuries  |   Joint Pain 

Cancer Pain  |  Pelvic Pain |  Chest Pain 

ALL TYPES OF PAIN

North Austin   |   South Austin   |   Georgetown   |   Bastrop
512-485-7200  |  PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

NEWEST 
LOCATION 

KILLEEN
NOW OPEN!

Y o u r  V i s i o n ,  O u r  E x p e r t i s e !

S e r v i n g  t h e  A u s t i n  &  S a n  A n t o n i o  M e t r o p l e x

SHUTTERS  BLINDS  SHADES  FAUX IRON

25% OFF BLINDS

10% OFF SHUTTERS

512-268-1300 | www.envisionwindowcoverings.com

Y V i i O E t i !

Exp: 11/10/11. Coupons must be present.
Not valid with any other offer.

Exp: 11/10/11. Coupons must be present.
Not valid with any other offer.

We Bring The Showroom To You!  •  Free Estimates & Installation

Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. ©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 13658 0911 JB

In Celebration of  The 30th Anniversary 
of  The Hills Country Club

We are pleased to offer a $12,000 savings on the 
refundable initiation deposit and complimentary 

dues until January 2012! 

•	72	holes	of	championship	golf
•	Newly	expanded	20,000	square	ft.	
state-of-the-art	fitness	center

•	18	Tennis	courts
•	Membership	access	and	benefits	at	
over	200	Clubs	worldwide

For	more	information,	please	call	

512.261.7200	|	hillsoflakewaycc.com

Hurry...only 10 memberships available 
through November 30.

HillsOasisAd_QtrPage.indd   1 9/30/11   4:41 PM
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Doing Our Part 
to Shape 
Women’s Health

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the 

region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers of plastic 

surgery expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Advanced 

Facial Surgery, Wound Care and Plastic Surgery Centers.

The specialists of THE BREAST CENTER are fellowship-

trained and experienced in the most advanced and complex 

breast procedures, from microsurgical reconstruction to 

enhancements of natural appearance. And just as important, 

our surgeons are dedicated to treating the whole person – 

restoring self-confidence and improving quality of life for all 

women of Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free 
(877) 977-3866.

Proud Supporters of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month

SetonPlasticSurgery.com
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S et foot in any children’s classroom, 
and there’s a likelihood of seeing a 
poster with the words “Learning is 

fun!” At Learning Express, owners Mike 
and Lisa Schlageter try to make that man-
tra a reality.

“I worked in corporate finance for 17 
years and was looking for a change,” Mike 
said about opening a Learning Express 
franchise. “I was a little burnt out and 
wanted to do something fun.”

Mike’s wife, Lisa, previously worked in 
human resource management and adds,  
“It can’t be any more fun than this.”

Learning Express is a national franchise 
of specialty toy stores, focused on meeting 
the needs of infants to preteens with cre-
ative and educational games and activi-
ties. A distinctive offering of Learning 
Express is free gift-wrapping year-round 
and a birthday registry children can use 
to choose their own wish list. 

“We like to emphasize games because 
we have kids. Every family is so busy now, 
but if you can sit down with your kids for 
15 minutes, they’ll remember that,” Lisa 
said.

The Schlageters are parents to three 
boys, which shapes the way they run their 
business.  

“We try to carry the best products out 
there that have longevity. We prefer toys 
that kids are going to play with over and 
over again,” Lisa said. 

In addition to help from their eldest 
son, the Schlageters employ mothers, 
grandmothers, college students and 
teenagers. 

“Some of the moms bake cookies for 
the younger employees and even go see 
their school performances. Everyone gets 
along,” Lisa said. 

Because each store is independently 

Learning Express franchise owners Mike and Lisa Schlageter are seen with one of their favorite puppets.

owned, the Schlageters are able to design 
and stock their store space creatively. 
They are most pleased with their ability 
to bring in products for the demographics 
particular to their area. 

On Oct. 23, the Bee Cave location of 
Learning Express will celebrate four years 
of business. Two years ago, the Schlaget-
ers opened a second location in Sunset 
Valley. 

Although leaving their familiar jobs to 
open a new venture had a steep learning 
curve, the secret to their success is meet-
ing the needs of today’s families. 

“Parents want to get back to basics. 
They’re tired of gimmicky products and 
are looking for something interactive and 
wholesome—anything without batter-
ies that allows the child’s imagination to 
thrive and be creative,” Mike said.

Learning Express
12901 Hill Country Blvd.,  
Ste. D1-103,  
Bee Cave
402-0808
http://beecave.learningexpress-toys.com

By Phyllis Gasper

Learning Express
Specialty toy store aims to make education fun
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Local contributions

Family bonding and community giving are Learning 
Express’ core values. Learning Express began 
in Massachusetts, where a mother wanted to 
fundraise for her children’s school by selling 
educational toys.

Today, the family-owned operation continues giving 
back to the community. During school fundraisers, 
Learning Express gives 20 percent of its earnings 
to area schools. After the Central Texas wildfires 
in September, the Schlageters held a Red Cross 
fundraiser, donating 15 percent of their sales to 
relief efforts. 
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71 1921 Lohmans Crossing, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78734

Peg’s Team Austin Texas Real Estate Experts
512-263-6700
www.pegsteam.com

Lakeway • Austin • Westlake

Bring Your Own Builder!
Call us today for information on our various 

available lots with views of Lake Travis, 
private golf courses and the hill country!

Six people working for you - for the price of one!

62 Tournament Way
Wonderful single story golf cottage…
Backs to #2 practice hole of The Academy of Golf

MLS 3599003

$179,000

406 Luna Vista
Gorgeous home, Fabulous fl oorplan, Outdoor 
entertaining & Pool

MLS 5518054

Huge Price Reduction...$450,000

1511 Buffalo Gap Road
Deep water on Lake Travis - Even in today’s 
drought!

MLS 5277374

$900,000
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EPEPISCISCOOPPAALL SC SCHHOOOOLL

•  Multicultural, diverse, inclusive community of boarding  
       and day students
•  Creative & inspiring faculty
•  Varsity sports from football to rock climbing
•  Almost 40 Fine Arts Offerings
•  Students from 42 Austin area zip codes
•  $2.4 million in financial assistance supporting families   
       with a variety of income levels

	 	 			for	admission	to	grades	6-12
Sunday,	November	6	at	1:30	•	Program	begins	at	1:30	in	the	Chapel

Experience our inspiring 
classroom environment, 

meet our faculty and  
students, and learn about 

the admission process.

January	15,	2012
Showcase St. Stephen’s and Open HouseSave	the	date	

To Reply visiT us aT www.sstx.org/admission
512-327-1213 ext. 210  •  6500 St. Stephen’s Drive  •   Austin, Texas 78746

OPEN DECEMBER 2011
Located at the entrance to River Place Neighborhood     

Be Smart. Bank Smart.

512.435.4545
800.531.2328

www.uhcu.oRg

River Place
10815 Ranch Rd 2222

Austin, TX 78730

Lobby 
M-F  9AM - 6PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM

Drive-Thru 
M-F  7AM - 7PM
Sat    9AM - 2PM
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DINING

Café Lago Coffeehouse
An eatery where everybody knows your name— 
and how you like your eggs 

T ucked away behind a quiet neighbor-
hood in Lakeway Village Square, 
regulars, old friends and nearby 

residents fill the wooden tables of Café 
Lago Coffeehouse for fresh, home-style 
cooking. 

Co-owners and cousins Carleen Rubio 
and Miranda Valenta have owned the 
neighborhood cafe since 2002, but the 
Lakeway hotspot has been in business 
since 1992. 

“When our family [first got involved 
in the restaurant,] my mom, Diana, 
and I owned it, but Miranda bought my 
mother’s half,” Rubio said. 

Valenta and her family owned the 
nearby Lakeway Market before the cous-
ins’ mothers decided to go into business 
together and leave the restaurant business 
to their daughters. 

Although Rubio and Valenta are in 
their early 30s, the ambition to be an 
entrepreneur is deep-seated in their fam-
ily and something they both decided to 
jump into right after college. 

“We just grew up in this grocery store 
industry with our families,” Valenta said. 
“We decided we can work for ourselves 
and be with the family, and also, Lakeway 
is really a great place to be in.” 

Café Lago starts each day brewing 
Texas-ground hot coffee, scrambling 
eggs for their many egg entrees from 
breakfast tacos to croissant sandwiches, 
and—Rubio and Valenta’s favorite 

part—greeting daily customers who are 
now friends. 

“We have regulars in every day,” 
Valenta said. “They have the same spot 
they sit in. Some people come in at 
breakfast and are back at lunch. We have 
become close friends with everyone.”

The friendly atmosphere does not stop 
at the customer service. The restaurant 
interior includes wooden menus hang-
ing from the walls, local merchandise for 
sale and an array of multicolored wooden 
chairs that resemble a country picnic. 

The artwork on the walls in the main 
dining area showcases local artists and 
changes on the first Monday of every 
month, Rubio said. 

Although they are only open for break-
fast and lunch, Café Lago has an extensive 
menu offering breakfast on the weekdays 
and weekend breakfast specials featuring 
classics like eggs Benedict and huevos 
rancheros. 

For lunch, an array of grilled or cold 
sandwiches, homemade soups and salads 
all made fresh in the restaurant are served 
for customers, many of whom were 
already in that day for breakfast, Rubio 
said. 

“Once they come out, they become 
regulars, it seems,” she said. “People know 
about us but don’t know the directions.”

The café is hidden behind the nearby 
neighborhood, but the ladies welcome 
phone calls for directions. 

The gyro ($7.59) is filled with gyro meat topped 
with lettuce, tomato and taziki sauce on pita bread.

Café Lago migas ($7.79) are served with black 
beans and flour tortillas.

The Cobb salad ($7.79) is offered on Café Lago’s 
lunch menu. 

Café Lago Coffeehouse offers a variety of pastries to accompany its hot beverages.

Most popular items
• Traditional eggs Benedict served with 

ham, hollandaise, sauce and home fries on 
the side ($8.49)

• Breakfast tacos with choice of ingredients 
(Starting at $1.79)

• Jalapeño turkey melt with tomato, pep-
pers, onions, tomato and sprouts ($6.99)

• Cobb salad with turkey, avocado, ba-
con, egg, tomato, sprouts, bleu cheese 
crumbles, lettuce, tossed in an herb dress-
ing ($7.79)

Café Lago Coffeehouse
1200 Lakeway Drive, Ste. 1
www.cafelagolakeway.com • 261-8141
Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–4 p.m.
Sat., 7:30 a.m.–2 p.m.
Sun., 8 a.m.–2 p.m. 
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By Phyllis Gasper
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Robert Harrison
certified master bench jeweler

Johnny Coultrup
gia graduate gemologist

NOW OPEN
Mon–Sat: 10–6MMMoonn–SSaatt: 

www.harrisonjewelerslakeway.comwwwwwwwww.hahaharrrrrrisisisossonononjjjeeewewewelelelersrsrslalalakekekewawawayyy.y cococommm
2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Suite 300 | Lakeway, Texas 78734 | (512) 266-1715

Come Grow Young With Us

12101 Bee Cave Road, Suite 5-E, Austin, TX 78738 | (512)263-9600 | www.TrioLifeFitness.net

Two Pilates Privates for $99
Come try a Barre-Yo-Lates 

class today!!
Please bring in ad for special pricing

Unlimited Group Fitness $110
for 30 days after purchase - 

only available through the end of October

YOGA § SPIN § PILATES
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www.balconespain.com
512-834-4141  •  Toll Free: 1-855-276-7246

LAKEWAY
2300 Lohman’s Spur, 

Suite 104, 
Austin, TX. 78734

MARBLE FALLS 
2503 Hwy 281 N., Suite 300, 

Marble Falls, TX.  78654

AUSTIN 
4544 South Lamar,Suite 700, 

Austin, TX.  78745

Listen. Restore. Live.™

Restoring hope and breaking the grip of 
chronic pain is our primary mission! 

Call today for an appointment, 
Let us get your pain on the ropes.

Take your next step to victory
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Lakeway Blvd.
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rossing Rd.

Amino St.

620

Matt McCarty, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Anesthesiologists and 

Fellowship Trained in Pain Management

Gus Lowry, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Anesthesiologists and 

Fellowship Trained in Pain Management

Pain has met its match

www.tomlinsons.com

2303 RR620 S
Randall’s Shopping Center

Mon-Sat 9-7 · Sun 12-5
512-344-9111

LAKEWAY
3300 Bee Cave Rd.

Randall’s Shopping Center
Mon-Sat 9-7 · Sun 12-5

512-306-1121

WESTLAKE

Recently awarded
“Outstanding General Pet Store”

by Pet Products News International

We’ve got it.
Come and get it!

We’re local.

All-natural nutrition
for your pets.

t he  Y E A R

RE
TAILER ofRE
TAILER of

2010/2011

Six Austin area locations.
See our website for more store specials and location information.

TOMLINSON’S
TRICK Oi TREATS

Bakery-fresh, All-natural
Pumpkin & Blueberry Biscuits

● OCTOBER SPECIAL ●

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
FOR ONLY $6.99 10.5 OZ.

p r e s e n c e
w h e r e  t h e  u n u s u a l  i s  u s u a l

• Fine art featuring Austin artists

• Hand crafted work in glass, metal, 
wood

• Lady Primrose’s Royal Skin Luxuries

• Italian music boxes

• Handmade jewelry

• Handmade cards and candles

• Lay-a-way, shipping, gift wrap

Presence owner, 
Ted Hayes & Ginger, 

the shop mascot

HOURS:
Tue – Fri: 10–6, Sat 10–5

3300 Bee Cave Road  Suite 700  •  Austin, Texas 78746  •  512.363.2938
austinpresence@sbcglobal.net  •  www.austinpresence.com

A Westbank tradition for 16 years, Austin Presence has a beautiful 
NEW home on Bee Cave Road, in the Randalls/Westbank Market Center, 

between FedEx and Chipotle
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PEOPLE

Jim Linardos
Lake Travis fire chief works to save lives, homes

By Taylor Short
Originally from Redondo Beach, Calif., Lake Travis Fire Rescue Chief Jim Linardos 

spearheaded the fire district’s efforts during the Steiner Ranch fire, saving about 300 
homes. He began his career as a wildland firefighter, spent about 30 years in the Reno and 
Tahoe, Nev., area working with the fire service and worked in several incident manage-
ment teams. Linardos has served as the Lake Travis fire chief for five years as of October.

What is the biggest challenge in your 
position when battling large wildfires?

The biggest challenge is getting the 
right resources there at the right time. A 
wildland urban interface fire is compli-
cated, so I need a combination of differ-
ent resources in different places at the 
right time to do the job. The hard part is 
orchestrating that and getting them in 
early enough to take care of it.

What motivates you to do the work you do?
Firefighting is a calling more than a 

career. What motivates us is protecting 
your home and your life, and we’re willing 
to risk our lives to do that, in a safe and 
sane manner. Our job is to help the com-
munities in fire protection and in their 
own health protection so they’re not in 
a hostile environment. We want to keep 
small fires from growing into conflagra-
tions as we saw, and we’ll do everything we 
can to suppress those fires or prevent them.

When you aren’t coordinating firefighting 
efforts, what is the focus of your work?

I’m the usual administrator of a fire 
district. My job is to keep money coming 
in. We’ve been struggling with money 
since I got here. Fire districts are funded 
a lot less than regular fire departments, 
and our communities look to us to be like 
a regular department. But we don’t have 
the same revenues that a lot of places 
do have to put more firefighters on the 
streets and in more fire stations.

What is one of the simplest tips people 
could use to help prevent more fires?

Ready, Set, Go is a program sponsored 
by the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, FEMA and several other agencies. 

‘Ready’ means being prepared for the 
fire threat—taking care of defensible 
space, clearing brush away from the 
home, assembling emergency supplies 
and having a plan to get out of the house. 

‘Set’ means packing the vehicle, being 
aware of the latest news and being ready 
for evacuation. 

‘Go’ is to leave early. We want people 
to know that if they’re asked to leave, 
they should leave quickly, and make sure 
to take your pets. Have a plan for Fido, 
if that means taking a shelter with you, 
that’s the best way to do it. You can see 
more at wildlandfirersg.org.

What’s the best thing the public can do 
when they want to help during a fire?

It’s a natural human thing to want 
to help out. The thing is, they can’t get 
into the fire and fight it unless they’re 
trained and credentialed. During the 
Steiner Ranch fire, three of the biggest 
churches in the area got together and had 
an army of people helping with logistics. 
If your power is turned off for two days, 
everything in your refrigerator is going 
to stink. People went door to door taking 
trash and took them to dumpsters they 
set up at one of the churches. That kind of 
stuff really helps out because helping in 
recovery is a big deal. They were finding 
what the needs were and meeting that.
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WWW.MAUDIES.COM

Claudia Legere, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

www.steinerranchprimarycare.com

MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Complete Physical Exams
• Well Woman Exams
• Immunizations
• School and Sports Physicals
• Acute and Chronic Disease 

Management
• Minor Injuries

New Patients Welcome!
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXCEPTIONAL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPTIONAL CARE!

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Steiner 
Ranch Blvd.

2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430
512-266-8877  

Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm

Dr. Li-Tai Chuo, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine
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Austin Community Foundation
Central Texas’ ‘one-stop shop’ for philanthropy 

I n a city with as many worthy causes as 
Austin, choosing which nonprofits to 
support can be daunting. Prospective 

donors can use Austin Community Foun-
dation to make philanthropy easier. 

Since 1977, ACF has connected donors 
with causes by setting up scholarships and 
grants for nonprofits throughout Central 
Texas and the world. From education 
to cancer research, ACF has distributed 
nearly $100 million in assets and is mak-
ing a permanent mark on the needs of the 
Austin community. 

“Our mission is to foster philanthropy 
for the lasting good of the community,” 
said Jeff Garvey, president and CEO 
of ACF. “The organization is all about 
philanthropy, not only in facilitating 
people giving money, but directing them 
as to where they should have their funds 
invested. We are focused on trying to 
educate on the value and the obligation to 
give money.”

Garvey is the newest addition to ACF. 
He became president and CEO in June 
and officially started the new chapter of 
his philanthropic career July 5. 

Garvey co-founded Austin Ventures, 

NONPROFIT

By Kate Hull 

Jeff Garvey, president and CEO of Austin Community Foundation, helps connect people to worthy causes. 
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Austin Community Foundation
4315 Guadalupe St., Ste. 300
472-4483
www.austincommunityfoundation.org
Twitter:@AustinCommFound

one of the largest venture capital firms in 
the United States. 

His true passion is philanthropy. 
“In 1996, I was still a general partner 

and just happened to meet this young 
man—Lance Armstrong—who was as 
bald as I am today, but for very differ-
ent reason: He had just come off his final 
regimen of chemotherapy,” Garvey said. 
“We were neighbors but had never met 
one another, and he had this notion of 
starting a cancer foundation but nothing 
beyond that.”

Garvey became founding chairman of 
The Lance Armstrong Foundation. The 
foundation, now known as Livestrong, 
went on to become one of the largest non-
profits in the world and has raised more 
than $400 million to date toward cancer 
research. 

Although still involved with Livestrong, 
Garvey wanted to expand the breadth of 
his philanthropy. ACF’s mission caught 
his attention. 

“We are an incredible one-stop shop 
option for those who want to give money,” 
he said. “Some people know specifically 
what they want to give to, lots of people 

know generally, and some people don’t 
have any idea what they want to give to. 
We can help the whole spectrum.” 

Potential donors can create an online 
account, similar to online banking, where 
they can monitor their money and get 
advice and feedback on nonprofits from 
ACF’s 12-member staff.

“How we give grants is a reflection of 
the people who have their money with us, 
the people who are the donors and the 
fund holders. That is what is going to help 
us create a legacy,” ACF Communica-
tions Director Monica Williams said. “We 
adapt to the needs of what our donors 

want. It varies year to year.”
With budget cuts creating education 

concerns throughout Texas, education 
grants and scholarships are a very impor-
tant part of their work, Williams said. 

“People are looking for ways to give and 
fund scholarships or however they feel 
they can make an impact,” she said.

"How about LEARNING TO FLY this for your business trips?"
Ask about our “Train While You Work Program”

We teach to optimum proficiency versus minimum standards

Confident Aviators trained by Top Instructors in 
the Technically Advanced Diamond DA40

www.flyifr.com
Georgetown Municipal Airport

Please contact Mark Wilson At 512-751-6275 to schedule an appointment

Heading to high school?
Need directions?

Anderson High School • Asheville School • Austin High • Baylor School • Chatham Hall • Concordia Academy • Deerfield 
Academy • Episcopal HS of VA • Foxcroft School • Garrison Forest • Kirby Hall • LASA High School • Mercersburg Academy 
• Northfield Mount Hermon • Regents School of Austin • Santa Catalina School • St. Andrew’s Episcopal School • St. 
Michael’s Catholic Academy • St. Stephen’s Episcopal School • St. James School • Griffin School • The Hockaday School • 
The Khabele School • The McCallie School • The Webb Schools (CA) • Westlake High School • Woodberry Forest • ...and more    

Trinity Episcopal School invites 
seventh and eighth grade students 

and their parents to our annual 
HigH ScHool  
Preview NigHt
Come meet representatives from more than 35 local, 
regional, national, public, independent day and 
boarding schools to gather information about curriculum, 
athletics, extracurriculars and the application process.

Tuesday, October 25 • 6:30pm

Serving students in grades K-8
3901 Bee Cave Road, Austin 78746
512.472.9525 ● www.austintrinity.org 

12801 Shops Parkway, #200
Bee Cave, Texas 78738
(512) 402-1919
www.apatitecafe.com • apatite@live.com
Shops at the Galleria near Lowes, next door to Bodhi Yoga

NEW FALL MENU 
Coming this month

FALL FARE

15% OFF 
entire dinner 

food bill 
if you dine Tuesday thru 
Thursday before 6:30

Hours

Lunch: Monday – Saturday 
10:30am-2:30pm

Dinner: Tuesday – Saturday 
5:30pm-9pm

Closed Sunday
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Now Open
Cedar Park Mighty Fine 
Burgers, Fries and Shakes 
opened its fourth area loca-
tion in Cedar Park on Sept. 2 
at 1890 Ranch Shopping Cen-
ter, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Bldg. AC, Ste. 100. The local 
chain serves hamburgers with 
hand-formed patties, crinkle-
cut fries, hand-dipped milk-
shakes and hand-squeezed 
lemonade. Open Sun.–Thu. 
10:30 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 
10:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.  
www.mightyfineburgers.com

Southwest Austin Black 
Boot Music Shop has opened 
in the Community Renais-
sance Market, 6800 West 
Gate Blvd. The store, owned 
by Jesse Celenza, offers guitar 
lessons, albums for sale and 
instrument repair. 630-2960, 
www.communityrenaissance 
market.com

Central Austin Pork-
inspired concept restaurant 
Bacon opened at 900 W. 10th 
St. on Sept. 9. Tyler Johnson 
oversees the menu of break-
fast plates, appetizers, sand-
wiches and desserts—includ-
ing Today’s Bacon Cookie. 
http://baconaustin.com, 
Twitter: @BaconRestaurant

Clothing boutique Etcetera, 
Etc. celebrated its grand 
opening Sept. 1. Owner 
Emma Kate runs the store, 
located at 411 W. Second St. 
The boutique sells clothing 
and accessories for women 
and men’s accessories. Visit 
the store’s Facebook page for 
more information.

Northwest Austin Night 
Terrors Haunted House will 
be open through Nov. 1 at 
9185 Research Blvd. 736-2718,  
www.txnightterrors.com

Coming Soon
Cedar Park Hemingway 
Restaurant and Bar is slated 
to open this year at 500 
Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 
170. The restaurant will serve 
hand-cut steaks, fresh seafood 
and innovative small plates. 
The menu will be changing 
seasonally. 

Near approval, officials halt to vote 
on the Downtown Austin Plan

Austin purchases 611 acres in aquifer 
recharge zone for $11.8 million

Central Austin After years of 
community development and 
review, City of Austin planning 
staff came before City Council 
in August to brief officials on the 
Downtown Austin Plan, a list of 
guidelines, recommendations and 
ordinances that will guide the city’s 
downtown district through its 
expected upcoming growth.

DAP calls for several changes to the 
downtown district, which encom-
passes 1,000 acres of land between 
Lady Bird Lake, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard, I-35 and Lamar Bou-
levard. Amid its recommendations 
for improved historic preservation, 
transportation, utilities and parking, 
it also includes recommendations for 
density management. 

When property owners in the Cen-
tral Urban Redevelopment Combin-
ing District—which includes the 

Top stories

Business

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Southwest Austin On  
Aug. 31, the City of Austin final-
ized the purchase of 611 acres in 
Spillar Ranch, the southern por-
tion of subdivision Avaña-Esquel, 
in Southwest Austin. 

The city plans to prevent the 
development of more than 500 
homes in the Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone and connect the 
land to the Violet Crown Trail, 
a 30-mile regional trail system. 
Avaña-Esquel is a new develop-
ment that started construction in 
November 2010. 

“Austin is a city that under-
stands the link between 

protecting our natural resources 
today to ensure our health and 
economic success in the future,” 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell said in an 
August statement. 

The City of Austin and the 
Nature Conservancy of Texas 
collaborated to buy the land 
from Dallas-based 668 Avaña 
Land Holdings for $11.8 million. 

The city contributed  
$11.5 million—using $11.1 mil-
lion from the November 2006 
bond and $400,000 from the 
Barton Springs Redevelopment 
Ordinance. 
Full story by Kate Hull

Live Oak Pharmacy
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Central Austin Cafe tables, a 
tea bar and an absence of white 
coats give Live Oak Pharmacy 
anything but a pharmaceutical 
vibe, but that is how owners Scot 
Maitland and Nathan Pope like it.

“We believe in a body-mind 
connection, and we want people 
to feel better by walking in the 
door,” said Maitland, the store’s 
director of communications. 
“People have a good time when 
they’re here.”

Maitland and Pope, who is 
director of the pharmacy, opened 
the pharmacy in April 2010 in 
the Fifth Street Commons. Free 
covered parking for customers is 
one of their perks, as is a curb-
side concierge. Pope can run to a 
customer’s vehicle with an iPad to 
answer questions about medica-
tions. The shop also makes free 
deliveries for downtown residents 
and creates medications for pets.

Pope and Maitland, both New 
Jersey natives, bring different 

backgrounds to Live Oak. Pope’s 
father is a pharmacist and Pope 
has also worked for several phar-
macies, learning innovative ways 
for treating patients, such as the 
use of supplements and com-
pounding, services that create 
drugs tailored to a patient.

Maitland’s family moved to 
Texas when he was 16 years old. 
He then spent a few years in Chi-
cago and New York City working 
for a company that raised money 
for people living with HIV or 
breast cancer. He then moved to 
San Francisco where he worked 
as a licensed massage therapist 
and for PG&E in internal com-
munications.

“Communication is my pas-
sion, and [so is] helping Nathan 
get the message out to people 
about what a pharmacist can do,” 
Maitland said.
Full story by Amy Dies

Live Oak Pharmacy
1611 W. Fifth St., Ste. 160
476-8979
www.liveoakrx.com
Twitter: @LiveOakRx
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MoPac

downtown district and stretches 
of land in East Austin—want to 
add height or density to their 
properties, they typically seek 
CURE rezoning in order to add 
to their development. Because 
the CURE district is a combin-
ing district, it comes with more 
lenient guidelines than other zon-
ing districts, making it easier for 
developers to add to their proper-
ties, said Jim Robertson, manager 
of the City of Austin Urban 
Design Division. 

Since development of the 
Downtown Austin Plan began 
in 2008, the majority of the 
feedback received by the city 
led planners to incorporate the 
elimination of the CURE rezon-
ing process in the plan’s original 
recommendations.

“Our recommendation in the 

Downtown Austin’s 
density development 
potential

City representatives created a map to show  
what the downtown district could look like in 
three decades if qualified parcels of land are 

developed according to downtown density  
bonus program specifications.

Source: City of Austin

2039

35

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Cesar Chavez St.

Lamar Blvd.

November 2010 draft 
was that the CURE 

combining district no lon-
ger be available downtown as a 
means to adding height or density 
in terms of floor to area ratio,” Rob-
ertson said.

After further discussions with 
the community and city com-
missions, Robertson said his staff 
thought that perhaps eliminating 
CURE entirely may not be the 
best path to take.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky

TravisHays
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Austin Energy’s proposed rate increase garners speculation
Central Austin Seventeen years without 
increasing its base rate has left Austin Energy 
with a $131 million shortfall, prompting a 13 
percent systemwide rate increase that the utility 
says is necessary to make ends meet. Opponents, 
however, believe the increase burdens residential 
customers in favor of industrial and commercial 
users.

As fuel costs have risen over the years, customer 
bills have been increasing with power supply 
charges to meet the utility’s growth, said Larry 
Weis, Austin Energy general manager. The rate 
redesign will bring power supply charges to zero 
and embed the cost within the new rates.
Although a rate redesign was brought up nearly 
a decade ago, and while the utility has been 
operating at a loss for years, it was not until AE 
presented its Resource, Generation and Climate 
Protection Plan last year that the utility felt it nec-
essary to increase rates in order to meet the city’s 
growth and need, Weis said.

“We want each customer [segment] to stand on 
its own and pay its cost of service to try to impede 
any complaints that these rates aren’t fair,” he 
said.

If the public discussion and Austin City Coun-
cil approval process goes as the utility hopes, 
implementation of the new rates may occur as 
early as January.

According to AE’s cost-of-service study, the res-
idential customer segment makes up $107 million 

Top stories

Central Austin For more than 
17 years, Austin natives Ross 
and Sandy Sterzing have prided 
themselves on serving home-
style meals to devoted regulars.

Ross and Sandy opened Ross’ 
Old Austin Café, 11800 N. 
Lamar Blvd., in January 1994. 
The small, simple menu hinges 
on Southern comfort food—
from chicken-fried chicken to 
T-bone steaks—inside a modest 
red building with family photos 
and autographed headshots of 
musicians covering the walls.

A salad bar with vegetables, 
fruits and potato and macaroni 

Ross’ Old Austin Café
Dining

salads is stationed at the front of 
the café, and a wine cooler used to 
chill homemade pies sits nearby. 
On any given night, local musi-
cians play on one of the café’s two 
stages.

“The atmosphere is easy,” Sandy 
said. “We try to accommodate 
everybody.”
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure

After 17 years of the same rate scale, 
AE’s budget is calling for an overhaul.

Examining the utility’s 
financial structure

Source:  
Austin Energy

Total revenue needed 
for operations:

Current revenue  
under existing rates:

Resulting revenue 
shortfall:

13% total rate increase

$1,136,020,803

$1,004,133,897

$131,886,906

-

How the increase affects residential users:

= 28.7%

$107 million in revenue is needed from the 
residential customer sector for operations.

rate increase
Ross’ Old Austin Café
11800 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 6
835-2414
www.greencity.com/cafeross.htm
Mon.–Thu. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 7 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun.closed

Purchase the Premium Option 
Package by October 31, 2011 and receive 
ALL OTHER UPGRADES for 1/2 OFF!

of the $131 million revenue deficit, urging the need 
for a 28.7 percent increase in the residential class.
Full story by Bobby Longoria.

WESTLAKE  HILLS  PRESBYTERIAN  PRESCHOOL

holiday collectibles
a shopping celebration
November 4  November 5
9:30am-6pm  9:30am-3pm

7127 Bee Caves Road
Admission $5

home & garden decor - gifts & more

Rajat Gupta, MD
Board Certifi ed in Neurology & Pain Medicine
Former Instructor of Pain Management at 
Johns Hopkins University

TREATMENT FOR:
• Headaches

• Spine Pain

• Fibromyalgia

• Other Chronic Pain Disorders

4407 Bee Caves Road, Ste 211 | Austin, Texas 78746 | 512-330-0961

www.HeadacheandPain.com

– in Westlake –



36 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition

Nobody expects more from us than we do®

FAUCETS.     FIXTURES.     APPLIANCES.     LIGHTING. 

COUNT ON US
1,350 locations. All 50 states. 

300 showrooms. 17,000 associates. 

58 years in business. 

At Ferguson, it’s true that our inventory is huge with thousands of your top items 
in stock every day.  And we fill your orders accurately and right away.  

But there is one thing we supply that building professionals have come to rely on 
again and again for over 58 years - our people. Our associates make certain you 

can count on Ferguson - where friendly service, expertise, and a willingness to go 
the extra mile are never in short supply.

© 2011 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved.

Lakeway: 2300 Lohmans Spur, Suite 170 (512) 402-9223

FERGUSON.COM

8 Sierra Way I-35, Exit 259 South, Georgetown, TX  1 Mile North of Washington Rd.

Georgetown (512) 863-8574 • Austin (512) 930-5850
sales@georgetownfi re-patio.com

Plan, design, and build your dream fi replace. High effi ciency in wood or gas.
Over 30 working models

COmmUNITIES
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Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here! • Premium Quality Shutters

• Arched Shutter Experts
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Buy Factory Direct and Save
• Fast Delivery- Call Today!
• Hunter Douglas Blinds & Shades

10321 Burnet Road         
 One mile north of 183
 behind Lighting Inc.

512-836-3388
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

Visit the Showroom or
Call for a Free Estimate

$50 OFF purchase 
of $1500

Must present coupon at time of order. Can be used in conjunction with posted Specials.
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Cannot be applied toward previous orders. Limit 
one coupon per customer. Valid at both AWF locations. See store for details. Expires 12-15-11

$50 OFF

1905 RR 620 N.         
 3 miles west of Mansfield Dam
 (former Blind & Shutter Expo location)

512-266-0002
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

New Lakeway Location
Now Open- Visit Today!

Ask About Installation Before the Holidays 

AustinWindowFashions.comAustinWindowFashions.com

Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

More info and offers online AustinWindowFashions.com
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REAL ESTATE

By FEMA

Understand your risk for winter flooding

T he Federal Emergency Management 
Agency wants to remind residents of 
two things that put many homeown-

ers at risk during the winter months. First, 
the dangers of severe weather and related 
flooding do not end when colder weather 
begins. Floods are a year-round hazard, and 
they can be especially damaging during the 
winter due to heavy seasonal rains and other 
factors. Second, most homeowners insur-
ance does not cover flood damage. Without 
the financial safety net that flood insurance 
provides, residents may be forced to cover 

Article provided by FEMA
www.fema.gov

thousands of dollars in damage on their own.
Portions of Texas may also see an 

increased risk of flooding because of summer 
wildfires, which leave the ground charred, 
barren and unable to absorb water, creating 
conditions ripe for flooding.

There are simple steps residents can take to 
prepare for seasonal winter flooding, and one 
of the most critical ways to protect homes 
and businesses is by obtaining flood insur-
ance. Because flood policies typically take 30 
days to become effective, residents should not 
wait for the next storm to take action—the 

time to get protected is now.
Flood insurance is available to renters, 

homeowners and business owners through 
approximately 90 insurance companies in 
more than 21,000 participating communi-
ties nationwide. Coverage can be purchased 
for properties both in, and outside of, the 
highest-risk areas; in moderate to low-risk 
areas, policies can start at $129 a year. Indi-
viduals can learn more about seasonal flood 
risks and what to do to prepare by visiting 
FEMA’s www.floodsmart.gov website, or by 
calling 1-800-427-2419. 

Normally, vegetation absorbs 
rainfall and reduces runoff that can 
result in neighborhood flooding.

Wildfires destroy the vegetation 
and harden the landscape, leaving 
communities exposed.

Heavy rains create runoff that 
isn’t easily absorbed. This can 
result in floods.

Risks remain higher until 
vegetation is restored — 
up to 5 years.

1 2 3 4

Wildfires and rainy season — a recipe for flooding

Flood insurance a vital source of protection
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Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 10/31/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

Highland Homes’ Final Phase 
at Steiner Ranch

With Steiner Ranch nearing completion, 
buyers have only one more chance to build 
with Highland Homes in the award-win-
ning master planned development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated commu-
nity which features 90-foot lots, superior 
amenities and some of the most spectacu-
lar views that Steiner Ranch has to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they 
are built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, 
Highland Homes sales consultant. “We 
take into account where the lot is situ-
ated and build the home to capture the 
best view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

Highland Homes offers many custom-
izing features and options. “We can offer 
buyers the best of both worlds – beautiful, 
efficient floor plans that can be tailored to 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Highland Homes

their specific needs,” adds Richardson.
Many of the architectural details 

offered by Highland Homes in Steiner 
Ranch are considered upgrades with 
other builders. Some of their standard 
options include four sides clay brick with 
stone or stucco, soaring ceilings that slope 
to 15 feet in height, oversized windows, 
more than 250 standard tile selections, 
custom-built 40-inch raised panel cabi-
nets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 750 
acres of nature preserves and more. San-
taluz is only minutes from Lake Travis, 
as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 
other community, with several on-site res-
taurants and elementary schools, a daycare 
center, ice cream and coffee shops and gas 
station. In addition, a Randalls Signature 
grocery store is scheduled to open this 
summer at the entrance to Steiner Ranch.

Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and three living areas with 
a three-car garage.  

and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School. “The schools here 
are high caliber,” adds Richardson. “And 
they’re close – Santaluz is within walking 
distance to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, it’s 
no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ pre-
mier home builder. “At Highland Homes, 
we are not ‘done’ when the customer closes 

on his or her house. We go above and 
beyond to provide excellent customer 
service and ensure that our customer is 
happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning commu-
nity are selling quickly. To learn more 
about Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.
com or calling Lyn Richardson at  
512-266-7117.
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Taylor Morrison has a “Home” field 
advantage when it comes to locations

Location is everything and we’ve got 
Austin covered.  Taylor Morrison has 10 
communities currently available in many of 
the most desirable locations in and around 
Austin, as well as a brand new community, 
Ladera, coming soon. (Visit us online for 
more details.)

Crystal Falls has four different product 
lines, offering luxury homes at affordable 
prices. Our newest development showcases 
majestic views of canyons, rolling hills and 
greenbelts, and provides a sense of security 
within a gated neighborhood.

Steiner Ranch offers six sections of breath-
taking Taylor Morrison homes. Our newest 
section, The Fairways at Steiner Ranch, is a 
quaint community backing to the prestigious 
University of Texas Golf Club. The Fairways 
offers tremendous value and one of the final 
opportunities to purchase a new home in 
Steiner Ranch. 

We want to help you make your home a 
reflection of your personal sense of style and 
sophistication. With Taylor Morrison’s cur-
rent incentive of half off your personal choice 
selections, you can have the home of your 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Taylor Morrison

dreams in the perfect community! Taylor 
Morrison offers designs to suit a wide range 
of lifestyles.

Our Affordable Luxury Homes prices start 
from the $160s and sizes range from 1,600 
sq. ft. to 3,000 sq. ft. Our Signature Luxury 
Series Home prices start from the high $200s 
up to the $600s and sizes range from 2,200 
sq. ft. to 5,000+.

Now is the perfect time to purchase a 
home from Taylor Morrison. If you prefer to 
build your own home with Taylor Morrison 
or are seeking the opportunity to purchase a 
move-in ready home, we would like to help 
you find the home of your dreams!  

Visit one of our Austin area model homes 
and register for our Home Field Advantage 
Sweepstakes*.  You could win the $20,000 
Ultimate Home Tailgate Party! For prices, 
locations, floor plans and available inventory 
homes visit our website,  
www.tailgatingwithtaylormorrison.com. 
To speak with someone immediately, give 
Heather Fox, our Internet Home Consultant 
a call about your specific needs!

Our newest development, Crystal Falls, offers affordable luxury living in a community with Amenities galore! The Florence, one of our most 
popular plans, showcases our Luxury living in the prestigious section of Crystal Falls, The Fairways. When you tour the Taylor Morrison model, see if you 
can discover the hidden room, one of the many fun designs we have to offer!

The Hampton is a two story with 4+ bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths and was 
designed with you in mind!

The stunning 18-hole Crystal Falls Golf Course is well-maintained and 
a testament to the beauty of the surrounding Texas landscape.

PURCHASE A NEW  TAYLOR MORRISON HOME  AND 
SCORE SOME AMAZING SAVINGS!

50% OFF
PERSONAL CHOICE SELECTIONS

Make your home a re� ection of your personal sense of style and sophistication.  
Purchase a new Taylor Morrison home and receive HALF OFF stylish accents and 

 designer upgrades to dress up every room of your new place.
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620
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29
95

29

71

71

71

Austin

Austin Bergstrom
Airport

Bee Cave

Lake
Travis

Cedar 
Park

Leander

Liberty
Hill

P�ugerville

Round Rock

Lake
Georgetown

Georgetown

Taylor
Hutto

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

79

79

1460

LOOP
1

LOOP
360

183A

2

4

Design
Studio

53

1

6

Design
Studio

1. CRYSTAL 
FALLS 

2. STEINER 
RANCH

3. LADERA
coming soon

4. FALCONHEAD 
WEST

5. SENNA 
HILLS

6. BRODIE 
SPRINGS

Design options and savings may vary by community. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited time offer for quali� ed purchases between October 1, 2011 and December 31, 2011 on 
accepted to-be-built purchases. May not be combined with other offers. Offer for quali� ed customers utilizing Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, TX License: #149227. Services not 
available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan quali� cation of the lender. Additional licensing 

or other details, including special � nancing incentives (as applicable), may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/� nance. Maximum seller contribution not to exceed LTV/lender guidelines. Offer void 
where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © September, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com
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REAL ESTATE

Spillman Ranch
Travis County – 78738

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Meritage Homes, Hammonds 
Homes, Carter Bruce Homes, Taylor Morrison, 
Village Builders, Lennar Homes, Summit 
Builders, Enertech

Square footage: 1,800–6,200

Home values: $200,000–$900,000

HOA dues (estimated): $500 annually

Amenities: Community park

Nearby attractions: Falconhead Golf Club, 
Hill Country Galleria

Property taxes:

Travis County 0.4658 
Lake Travis ISD 1.3159 
Central Health 0.0719 
Travis County ESD No. 6 0.1000 
City of Bee Cave 0.0200 
Total (per $100 value) 1.9736

Schools:

Lake Travis Independent School District 
3322 S. RR 620, Austin, 78738 
www.ltisdschools.org

• Bee Cave Elementary School
• Lake Travis Middle School
• Lake Travis High School

4513 Bat Falcon Drive $629,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,152 sq. ft.
Agent: Gene Arant
261-1000

4212 Hookbilled Kite Drive $517,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,599 sq. ft.
Agent: Julie Pratt
250-1540

15013 Spillman Ranch Loop $489,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,486 sq. ft.
Agent: Don Fry
944-9274

15300 Spillman Ranch Loop $470,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,320 sq. ft.
Agent: Glenn Smith
771-6371

620

71

Falcon Head Blvd.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

11 4 103

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

29 1,821/6,204 $260,000/$910,000

On the market  (As of Sept. 27, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Sept. 27, 2010–Sept. 27, 2011)Data compiled by 
Mia Edwards
Avalar Austin

426-6995
www.miasellsaustin.com

®

®
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Call Today: 877-899-7999

Mercedes Homes
Present this ad to receive: 

$1,000 towards closing costs*

www.MercedesHomes.com

HIGHLANDS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $210’s  •  (512) 528-9911
THe FAIRwAYS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander 
Now Selling  •  From the $290’s  •  (512) 528-9911
GRAND MeSA AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $420’s  •  (512) 528-9911
RANCH AT BRUSHY CReeK  –  Cedar Park
From the $240’s  •  (512) 248-8125
THe VISTAS AT LAKe TRAVIS  –  Spicewood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 699-1244

GARLIC CReeK  –  Buda
From the $210’s  •  (512) 312-2150
RIM ROCK  –  Driftwood
From the low $300’s  •  (512) 858-4700
LA VeNTANA  –  Driftwood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 858-4700
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK  –  Southwest/Central Austin
From the $270’s  •  (512) 292-6008
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK eSTATeS – Southwest/Central Austin
From the $420’s  •  (512) 292-6008

*Offer expires 11/31/2011. Offer, prices, plans, specifications and availability are subject to change and/or cancelation at any time without prior notice. May not be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Additional details and restrictions are listed in Buyer’s contract. Please contact community salesperson for additional details and restrictions.

Present this ad to receive: 
$1,000 towards closing costs*

Mercedes Homes

Breathtaking Vistas at 
Mercedes Homes

Mercedes Homes offers upscale living 
in a tranquil environment at the beauti-
ful Vistas at Lake Travis. With gorgeous 
half-acre home sites and a low tax rate, 
Mercedes is the natural choice for a new 
home.

The Vistas is located off of State High-
way 71 and Bee Creek Road, less than a 
mile from Lake Travis. All home sites are 
at least a half-acre, offering trees and level 
yards, perfect for children and gardening 
or landscaping projects. Prices start at 
$370,000 and range in size from 2,976 sq. 
ft. to 4,241 sq. ft.

Homes at The Vistas feature spacious 
and open floor plans which are available 
with an array of custom options. And, 
Mercedes Homes will work to build each 
home to best suit the buyers’ needs.

A quaint, small community, The 
Vistas at Lake Travis will have a total of 
38 homes when completed. It is located 
within the Exemplary-rated Lake Tra-
vis ISD and has the lowest tax rate (1.95 
percent) in the area. This prime location 
also provides easy access to Lake Travis, 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Mercedes Homes

upscale shopping and dining. In addition, 
Lakeway Regional Medical Center, slated 
to open next year, is only minutes away.

Mercedes Homes has been building 
quality homes for 25 years. Their distinc-
tive design, coupled with research and 
innovation, has resulted in homes that are 
stronger, safer and more energy efficient. 

“Our Green Logic program outlines 
17 ENERGY STAR features, including 
insulated garage doors, high performance 
low-E windows, low VOC paint and much 
more,” explains Mike Flanagan, sales 
professional for The Vistas at Lake Travis. 
“All 17 of these features are standard in 
every home we built.”

In cooperation with their technol-
ogy partners, Mercedes Homes also has 
developed features and options designed 
to increase structural strength and reduce 
the chance for water intrusion in storm 
conditions. 

“Our mission is to build distinctive 
homes of outstanding and enduring value 
while providing an enjoyable experience 
for our customers,” adds Flanagan. “And 

that is exactly what we do.”
Skill, experience, passion and commit-

ment are all part of the craftsmanship 
that goes into each Mercedes home. Their 
family of dedicated employees and trade 
partners works diligently to build homes 
that will be enjoyed for years to come.

“In 25 years, we’ve grown from build-
ing 35 homes a year to building thou-
sands. Our company continues to be an 

industry leader not because of the number 
of homes we build, but because of how we 
build them,” states Flanagan.

Mercedes Homes offers one- and 
two-year limited warranties, as well as 
a 10-year structural warranty. To learn 
more about The Vistas at Lake Travis, 
visit MercedesHomes.com.

Mercedes Homes builds a variety of luxurious plans in the Vistas at Lake Travis community, including the 
Tyler design, which serves as the model home.
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ZIP code guide

78726 Four Points
78730 River Place
78732 Steiner Ranch
78733 Bee Caves Road area
78734 Lakeway
78735 Barton Creek
78738 Bee Cave
78746 West Lake Hills/Rollingwood

Property Listings

78746 Austin Bull Mountain 4801 Bull Mountain Cove 5br/5ba  $6,495,000  10,211 Patrice Duff 413-5478 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 3505 Needles Drive 4br/2ba  $659,000  3,249 Richard Ryon 751-2319 Stanberry & Associates

78746 Austin Hills Lost Creek 1500 Canoe Brook Drive 4br/2ba  $529,500  2,939 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Hills Lost Creek 2004 Key West Cove 4br/2ba  $547,000  2,731 Debra Johnson 653-5682 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78746 Austin Ravine 4105 Ravine Ridge Trail 5br/5ba  $1,275,000  5,142 Dylan Everett 680-7523 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78746 Austin Rob Roy 60 St Stephens School Road 4br/3ba  $898,500  3,103 Annie Bright 627-2969 Stanberry & Associates

78746 Austin Rollingwood Norman 3217 Pickwick Lane 4br/4ba  $998,000  4,600 Joanne Flynn 633-7015 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin St. Tropez 1905 Rue De St. Tropez 4br/3ba  $875,000  3,636 Flo Ann Randle 422-0941 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Treetops West 1200 Verdant Way 5br/4ba  $1,100,000  4,573 Cindy Greenwood 784-4160 Moreland Properties

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Lake Travis/Westlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/average days on market

78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

Less than $149,000 - 3/144 2/214 - 12/101 2/74 3/101 -

$150,000–$199,999 - 34/9 1/83 3/30 19/140 5/71 4/68 1/56

$200,000–$299,999 6/78 21/45 19/86 10/80 63/100 9/122 19/134 5/77

$300,000–$499,999 13/75 3/429 34/66 9/97 54/104 16/133 45/96 4/141

$500,000–$599,999 4/48 13/103 26/86 5/159 41/145 8/179 50/124 12/96

$600,000–$699,999 1/94 9/109 17/90 10/78 24/120 2/213 30/102 20/90

$700,000–$799,999 6/126 24/118 27/85 9/81 25/149 6/52 27/126 33/109

$800,000–$999,999 - 14/142 15/170 6/137 8/111 6/71 18/170 26/100

$1 million + 1/133 28/175 20/169 25/214 52/250 31/131 46/161 97/167

Month

Number sold/Median price

78726 78730 78732 78733

August 2010 6/$275,500 15/$395,000 27/$390,000 7/$386,000

August 2011 15/$300,000 13/$335,000 41/$339,000 11/$408,900

Month

Number sold/Median price

78734 78735 78738 78746

August 2010 32/$332,500 16/$384,600 25/$482,500 42/$565,750

August 2011 47/$275,000 28/$401,000 34/$447,250 40/$632,800

On the market  (August 1–31) Monthly home sales (August 1–31)

Data compiled by 
Mia Edwards
Avalar Austin

426-6995
www.miasellsaustin.com

New Amenity Center

Opening This Month

From the $300s ~ $560s • RockyCreekLiving.com

Rocky Creek is set in a beautiful expansive setting of rolling hills, spectacular views and over 300 acres of natural 

habitat. For a fortunate 400 home owners, Rocky Creek will be the place to call home in Austin’s most popular growing 

area. Homeowners have a variety of large spacious home sites to choose from, 

many of which are heavily wooded, oversized, on cul-de-sac streets or have views. 

(512) 264-2444
www.dreeshomes.com

(512) 303-0112
www.highlandhomes.com

Live.Life.Naturally.

COMMUNITY AMENITIES:
• 300 acres of open and green space
• Hill Country Views
• 5,000 Linear feet of Rocky 
 Creek frontage
• Primitive hike and bike trails 

• Neighborhood swimming pool 
• Playground and park 
• Exemplary Elementary & Middle Schools
• Top-rated Lake Travis ISD

• Nearby Hill Country Galleria shopping

DIRECTIONS: From Highway 71 and  RR 620, go one mile west and turn left on Hamilton Pool Road. 
Drive 4.5 miles to the entrance of Rocky Creek and turn left at the main entrance tower

Drees Model Highland ModelEntry Monument
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

11816 Watercrest Court    $299,900 

17937 Flagler Drive   $1,299,000 

2701 Bartons Bluff Lane     $2,385,000 

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78746 Austin Wallingwood 2701 Bartons Bluff Lane 5br/4ba  $2,385,000  5,121 Lou Cartwright 381-8869 Avalar Austin

78746 Austin Westlake Condominium 1501 Allen Road 2br/1ba  $187,500  1,030 Henny Suwono 705-5578 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78746 Austin Westlake Highlands 2303 Matador Circle 5br/4ba  $999,990  4,467 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 4410 Silent Trail 4br/4ba  $1,265,560  4,364 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Woods Westlake Hilltop 4520 Dusik Lane 5br/3ba  $795,000  3,511 Kay Thornton 659-3076 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78746 West Lake Hills K & J P 1405 Wild Cat Hollow 4br/3ba  $1,600,000  4,586 Jonathan Creath 610-3206 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78746 West Lake Hills Riske Ben 505 Yaupon Valley Road 3br/2ba  $650,000  2,568 Janice Hurst 507-6988 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Belvedere 17937 Flagler Drive 5br/4ba  $1,299,000  4,871 Jana Birdwell 784-8600 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Belvedere 7900 Lynchburg Drive 5br/4ba  $1,559,000  5,088 Jana Birdwell 784-8600 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Belvedere 8041 Carlton Ridge Cove 5br/5ba  $1,750,000  6,802 Jana Birdwell 784-8600 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Belvedere 18416 Flagler Drive 5br/5ba  $1,199,000  4,658 Angela Groves 422-8271 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Falconhead West 16221 Rockies Run Summit 4br/4ba  $554,900  4,052 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78738 Austin Falconhead West 16320 Rockies Run Summit 4br/3ba  $525,513  3,300 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78738 Austin Flintrock at Hurst Creek 103 Porto Cima Court 4br/4ba  $1,275,000  4,679 Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78738 Austin Crystal Springs Condo 1 Crystal Springs Court 4br/4ba  $285,000  3,100 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Lake Pointe 3311 San Benito Court 4br/3ba  $378,000  3,389 Jacquelyn Foreman 554-8298 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Lake Pointe 11816 Watercrest Court 3br/2ba  $299,900  2,459 Michael Scheffe 328-1075 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Austin Lake Pointe 11916 Preserve Vista Terrace 3br/3ba  $1,050,000  3,878 Jill Turlington 422-3262 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Lakeway 17730 Serene Hills Pass 3br/3ba  $1,299,999  4,400 Jessica Tennant 636-7112 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Austin Lakeway Highlands 208 Tavish Trail 4br/3ba  $396,900  3,246 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Austin Lakeway Highlands 210 Tavish Trail 4br/3ba  $388,860  3,068 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Austin Meadowfox Estates 13824 Lone Rider Trail 5br/4ba  $950,000  5,684 Kari Cooper 965-4241 Goldwasser Real Estate

78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 121 Whitley Drive 4br/3ba  $499,000  4,201 Jacquelyn Foreman 554-8298 Coldwell Banker United

   

without letting go of luxury.

HARMONY HARMONY...is in our nature.

On-site Exemplary elementary school
Miles of hike & bike trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:

∫
∫

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737
CI_2011_Builder_David Weekley.indd   1 10/4/2011   5:55:31 PM
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78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 108 Lakota Pass 5br/4ba  $549,500  4,770 Donna Mahlum 565-6400 Moreland Properties

78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 105 Varco Drive 5br/3ba  $500,842  4,030 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 205 Varco Drive 4br/3ba  $498,440  3,666 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78738 Austin Rocky Creek 17021 Rush Pea Circle 5br/5ba  $598,900  4,600 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78738 Austin The Hills of Lakeway 1 Dovedale Cove 4br/3ba  $645,000  3,983 Erhard Sudermann 750-7642 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78738 Austin The Hills of Lakeway 70 B Tournament Way 3br/2ba  $279,900  2,070 Russell Eitel 633-1758 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin TX 71 11512 Musket Rim St. 5br/5ba  $1,749,000  5,906 Marielle Quaid 633-2256 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Bee Cave Falconhead West 15712 Sayan Cove 4br/3ba  $444,000  3,266 Steve Dalbey 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78738 Bee Cave Falconhead West 4717 Pyrenees Pass 5br/4ba  $399,900  3,407 Jean Phillips 924-0175 Moreland Properties

78735 Austin Estates Above Lost Creek 8700 Smoketree Cove 4br/3ba  $1,250,000  3,853 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78735 Austin Governors Hill Condo 2300 Barton Creek Blvd. 4br/4ba  $764,900  3,837 Andrea Winders 627-7651 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78735 Austin Lantana Single Family 7609 Journeyville Drive 5br/3ba  $449,900  4,058 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Preserve at Barton Creek 11217 Solitary Fawn Trail 5br/3ba  $715,000  3,762 Ryan Rogers 413-9456 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Travis Country 4807 Cap Rock Drive 3br/2ba  $297,000  1,958 Sherri Williams 732-3820 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Travis Country Green 5525 Travis Green Lane 4br/2ba  $399,000  2,804 Deborah Howden 567-6625 Moreland Properties

78735 Austin Village Park at Travis Country 5423 Moon Shadow Drive 3br/2ba  $359,900  2,485 Jay Hull 203-6848 Marketplace Real Estate

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2402 Whitebead Trail 3br/2ba  $185,000  1,423 Dawn McKim 300-1187 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Austin Cardinal Hills Estates 3001 Noack Drive 4br/4ba  $399,900  2,514 E.H. (Bubba) Breazeale 517-4247 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78734 Austin Cardinal Hills 15306 Barrie Drive 4br/3ba  $489,000  4,076 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78734 Austin Hudson Bend Colony 16020 Pool Canyon Road 2br/2ba  $450,000  1,445 Betty Kuykendall 657-8959 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78734 Austin Lake Oak Estates 15005 Cavalier Canyon Drive 4br/2ba  $119,500  1,568 Keri Parker 925-8889 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Austin Lakeway 109 Hurst Creek Road 3br/3ba  $315,000  2,526 Gerald Thibodeaux 762-3401 Avalar Austin

78734 Austin Brooks Hollow Resub 1306 Hurst Creek Road 3br/2ba  $315,000  2,433 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Lohmans Crossing Estates 389 Fantail Loop 5br/4ba  $399,000  3,866 Aaron Farmer 899-9520 Texas Discount Realty

78734 Austin Villas at Commanders Point Condo 14614 Mansfield Dam Court 3br/3ba  $350,000  2,877 Lisa Marie Contaldi 784-5111 Intero Real Estate Services

78734 Austin Vineyard Bay 1807 Fontaine Court 5br/4ba  $999,000  5,369 Dylan Everett 680-7523 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78734 Lakeway Delsie Drive Condo 1213 Delsie Drive 3br/2ba  $192,000  1,373 Phillip Baird 289-5738 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Lakeway Edgewater  Lakeway 1234 Challenger 4br/3ba  $495,000  2,946 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 406 Seawind 3br/3ba  $237,500  2,379 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway Condo Patio Homes 100 Lido Circle 3br/2ba  $145,000  1,886 Angela Groves 422-8271 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 923 Electra 4br/3ba  $699,000  3,466 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 814 Challenger 3br/2ba  $359,900  2,390 Wendy Elder 784-0962 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 1916 Lakeway Blvd. 4br/3ba  $599,000  3,864 Sandra Mann 496-9640 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 1914 Lakeway Blvd. 4br/3ba  $399,999  3,332 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 108 Blue Lake Cove 4br/3ba  $355,000  2,417 Diana Thomas 970-4489 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 126 Hurst Creek Road 5br/3ba  $326,500  2,792 Tandy Fuller 497-5047 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 511 Duck Lake Drive 4br/3ba  $480,000  3,760 Erhard Sudermann 750-7642 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78733 Austin Austin Lake Estates 2311 Balboa Road 2br/2ba  $329,000  2,059 Brian Fahey 970-8772 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Austin Lake Estates 2002 Cuernavaca Drive 3br/2ba  $399,900  2,368 Lorelei Kattner 921-8113 Hardy Realty

78733 Austin Barton Creek West 9405 Creeks Edge Circle 5br/3ba  $595,000  3,544 Ashley Stucki 217-6103 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Rio Robles 1833 Carlotta Lane 4br/4ba  $774,500  4,086 Judy Wickham 589-4150 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Senna Hills 10520 Prezia Drive 4br/4ba  $668,879  4,190 Trisha Graham 560-9994 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78733 Austin Werkenthin 2801 Padina Drive 5br/4ba  $855,000  5,043 Jill Turlington 422-3262 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78732 Austin Baldwins Point 1403 Minnie Drive 1br/1ba  $105,000  704 Ron Finn 433-6704 RE/MAX Round Rock

78732 Austin Comanche Trail 14000 Panorama Drive 5br/4ba  $1,300,000  6,072 Leslie Cartwright 695-1912 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78732 Austin River Dance 324 El Socorro Lane 5br/3ba  $328,995  2,764 Aaron Bentle 696-0490 Austin City Living

78732 Austin River Dance 12616 Belcara Place 4br/3ba  $409,000  2,920 Margaret Parma 632-9519 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78732 Austin River Dance 901 Santaluz Path 5br/5ba  $664,900  4,499 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3702 Rip Ford 3br/3ba  $259,000  2,270 Russell Eitel 633-1758 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12605 Mcnelly Trail 5br/3ba  $345,000  3,355 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12712 Burks Cove 3br/2ba  $229,900  1,866 Chuck Jenner 502-7844 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12904 Noyes Lane 4br/3ba  $365,000  3,160 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2701 Rio Mesa Drive 4br/3ba  $349,900  3,061 Cheryl Fowlkes 749-8509 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

Property Listings
REAL ESTATE

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/27/11 and 09/30/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

5423 Moon Shadow Drive    $359,900 

12904 Noyes Lane  $365,000 

108 Lakota Pass    $549,500 

108 Blue Lake Cove    $355,000 

15712 Sayan Cove   $444,000 

2801 Padina Drive    $855,000 

1807 Fontaine Court   $999,000 


