
STAAR brings more exams, tougher standards than TAKS
Districts prepare for new state test
By Taylor Short

The 2011–12 school year will be one of 
dramatic changes for Texas students as a 
result of legislative decisions made in the 
past few years. 

Following a $4 billion reduction in state 
funding, districts are expected to teach 
more children with fewer instructors in 
larger classes.

The biggest difference, however, will arrive 
next spring, when hundreds of thousands of 
students tackle the STAAR test—or State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness—
which brings more demanding requirements 
and several more exams than the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

Students in grades 3 through 9 will take the See Testing | 23
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Developers seeking anchor to begin Phase 2, face environmental concerns

The Trails at 620 Phase 1 brings 
luxury movie theater to Four Points

Two local residents, Rodney 
Speaks and Leslie Sloan, are devel-
oping The Trails at 620, a mixed-
use development that will bring  
the Four Points area its own luxury 
movie theater along with retail and 
office space, a 2-mile running trail 
and a playscape.

“We wanted to do more than 
just a row of boxes. We wanted it to 
have more of an Austin flavor with 
Austin retailers and restaurants, 
and to some extent we’ve been able 
to do that,” Sloan said.

The Trails at 620, located across 
RR 620 from Concordia Univer-
sity and east of the Grandview 
Hills neighborhood, broke ground  
Feb. 12 and will be developed in 
two phases.

The development was originally 

planned to break ground in sum-
mer 2010, but getting a special per-
mit from the City of Austin to have 
more than one entrance facing  
RR 620 took 14 months.

While Speaks and Sloan said 
this is their largest development 
to date, the two developed nearby 
Vista Ridge at Steiner Ranch on 
North Quinlan Road, a nearly  
15,000-square-foot shopping cen-
ter that includes Wild Basin Fit-
ness, Cho Sushi and The Market at 
Steiner Ranch.  

Sloan said the reason they 
decided to pursue a develop-
ment five times the size of their 
Vista Ridge project was twofold: 
the opportunity to purchase the 
site—originally about 169 acres—
and knowing the needs of the See Trails | 21

community firsthand.
“It’s an excellent location in an 

area that is underserved for retail, 
restaurants and entertainment,” 
Sloan said. “Both our families live 
in this area, so we know what’s 
needed here.”

Under construction
Phase 1 is 90 percent leased, with 

a movie theater, national restau-
rant chains Whataburger, Freddy’s 
Frozen Custard and Schlotzsky’s 
and locally owned Flores Mexican 
Restaurant, which serves Tex-Mex 
food. Flores Mexican Restaurant’s 
Four Points location is currently 
north of the shopping center at 
7900 N. RR 620.

Paving of the first phase of The 

new test next year, but the roughly 350,000 
incoming ninth graders statewide will be the 
first class required to pass 12 end-of-course 
exams to graduate.

“It’s a much more rigorous test, and I do 
worry about the impact of the [end-of-
course exams] on our high school kids,” said 
Myra Pettit, assistant superintendent for cur-
riculum and instruction at Lake Travis ISD. 
“And I wish it weren’t as much as it is, but I 
think the quality is going to be much better.”

Mandated changes
In 2009, state lawmakers mandated the 

Texas Education Agency, the administrative 
unit for primary and secondary education, 
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Phase 1 of The Trails at 620 will bring a movie theater, playscape and 
more restaurants to the Four Points area. In Phase 2, the developers 
hope to bring in a grocery store as well as retail, offices and a trail.

Construction for Phase 1 has 
begun across from  
Concordia University.

By Tiffany Young 
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Blueprints for each assessment were 
developed with test lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

Standards set separately for each grade 
and subject and based on the examination 
of test content

Standards have remained consistent since 
the first operational administration in 2003

Assesses standards that prepare students 
for the next grade or course

Students must pass three end-of-course 
tests in each of four core subject areas to 
receive a diploma

Assessments will increase in length at most 
grades and subjects

Assessments will encompass only the 
curriculum for that grade or course, with the 
exception of science at grades 5 and 8 

Overall test difficulty will be increased by 
assessing skills at a greater depth and level 
of cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from grades 
3–8 to high school and from specific 
courses to college and career readiness

At grades 9–11, grade-level assessments 
assess content from multiple courses

Standards aligned across grades and 
courses within a content area

Difficult to measure student growth in 
commended performance category
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Local news online
Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Community calendar, interactive 
maps, newspaper archives and more

Local deals online
Hundreds of local and regional 

coupons, updated daily

Just click and print  
coupons for free

Two websites. Twice the Impact. 
 impactnews.com            impactdeals.com   
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September 10, 2011
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

12221 N. Mopac Expressway

September 17, 2011
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

2400 Round Rock Ave.

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.

September 24, 2011
St. David’s Medical Center 

919 E. 32nd Street

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
2000 Scenic Dr.

All screenings will be held from  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Call 888-868-2104 or 512-478-3627  
to make an appointment.

www.stdavids.com/connect  |  888.868.2104  |  512.478.3627

FREE SCREENINGS

For Men Over the Age of 40 
two free tests could be a life 
saving experience.
Join us for a FREE Prostate Cancer Screening  
(PSA blood test and rectal exam). 
Appointments are appreciated, but walk-ins  
are welcome.
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Projects in Lakeway being considered 
for possible county bond referendum

There is little benefit 
to this summer’s horren-
dous heat and drought, 
but one exception has 
been reported: The crop 
of grapes at Central Texas 

wineries are expected to bear a little less 
fruit, but the grapes will likely be sweeter 
than usual. 

Vintners are expecting this year’s vintage 
to be one of the best, with these smaller 
grapes producing more flavorful, richer 
wines, and I’m anxious to find out for 
myself. Mid-summer is harvest time, with 
annual events scheduled at area wineries 
and wine festivals everywhere you look. 

Keep an eye on our community calen-
dars for a “grape stomp” near you. Ah, 2011 
… it was a very good year.

Another local phenomenon going on as 
the dustbowl settles is two area shopping 
centers taking shape. Quinlan Crossings, 

at the corner of Quinlan Park Road and 
RR 620, is a site that can’t be missed as you 
round the bend past the Mansfield Dam 
heading north. The other, The Trails at 620, 
is a center Community Impact Newspaper 
first shared with readers in March 2010. 
Now, with buildings going up and leases 
being signed, we bring you the latest news 
on how shopping patterns could change in 
and around the Four Points area.

Recent reports on consistent economic 
growth in the Lake Travis area give strong 
indications that additional retail will be 
supported in this area. 

Learn more about what business and 
civic leaders are saying about the growth 
this year on Page 12.
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What sort of development would you 
prefer in the West and East villages of 
Spanish Oaks?

Retail

62.5%
Office

12.5%
Real estate 

12.5%
Other

12.5%
Commercial

0%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 07/08/11–08/02/11.

Widening Bee Creek Road to 
four lanes make a lot of sense to 
accommodate a new middle school 
building.

Twitter: @saripearce

more.impactnews.com/13508

June employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
Up from 6.8% in May

State unemployment—8.2%*
Up from 8.0%* in May

National unemployment—9.2%*
Up from 9.1%* in May

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 1,100 jobs; mining, logging and 
construction, 1,400 jobs; professional and business 
services lost 1,600 jobs; government lost 1,100 jobs.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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Coming Soon

10   Koko FitClub, a fitness center 
that uses “Koko keys” that record 
individualized workout information, is 
preparing to open several new locations 
in the Austin area in early October, 
including one at 2121 Lohmans Crossing, 
Ste. 504, in the Lakeway Town Center. 
487-5043, www.kokofitclub.com,  
Twitter: @Koko_FitClub

11   Sylvan Learning Center plans an 
August opening of a location in Bull 
Creek Market, 6203 N. Capital of Texas 
Hwy. in Austin, next to Waterloo Ice 
House. Sylvan has more than 900 learning 
centers worldwide offering tutoring 
services in math, reading, writing and 
other subjects for students of all ages and 
skill levels. 323-6448,  
www.sylvanlearning.com,  
Twitter: @sylvanlearning

12   Showroom Austin, a designer co-op 
that carries apparel, jewelry and other 
items from local Austin artists, plans to 
open in September at Oasis, Texas,  
6550 Comanche Trail, Ste. 112, in Austin. 
info@showroomaustin.com

13   Napoli’s Italian Restaurant is coming 
soon to 11905 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 100, 
in the former space of Bella Sera, which 
closed in May. 263-0455

Relocations

14   Capital Cardiovascular relocated its 
Lakeway office to 401 S. RR 620, 
Ste. 250, at the Tuscan Hills Lakeside 
complex July 12. The office is Lakeway’s 
first full-service cardiology center with 
three board-certified cardiologists and 
two cardiac-certified nurse practitioners.  
445-5998, www.capitalcardio.com

15   Lake Travis Integrative Health, 
which provides acupuncture, therapeutic 
massage, aromatherapy, counseling and 
primary care, relocated its Lakeway office 
to 2903 N. RR 620 on July 1. A second 
office is located at 3939 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. A-200, in the Westlake area. 
266-7700,
www.laketravisintegrativehealth.com

School Notes

Lake Travis ISD received an exemplary 
rating—the highest awarded by the 
Texas Education Agency—for the second 
consecutive year. Ratings are based 
on student performance on the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, as 
well as completion and annual dropout 
rates. The rating will carry over through 
2012 as districts across the state transition 
to the STAAR test, or State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness.  
533-6000, www.laketravis.txed.net

Now Open

1   Austin Window Fashions recently 
opened a showroom in the former Blind 
& Shutter Expo at 1905 N. RR 620 in 
Lakeway. The store opened June 1 as the 
company’s newest location. The business 
sells window treatments. 266-0002,  
www.austinwindowfashions.com,  
Twitter: @WindowFashionTX

2   Fossas Music Lessons opened in early 
June at 3930 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. D, in Austin. Instructors Eric Fossas 
and Aeran Shabi teach piano, guitar and 
drum lessons for all ages. 537-6767,  
www.fossas.net

3   Pizza restaurant zpizza recently 
opened at 3300 Bee Caves Road in West 
Lake Hills. Originating in California, 
the company offers salads, pastas and 
fire-baked pizza made with fresh, organic 
ingredients. 520-8051,  
www.zpizza.com, Twitter: @zpizza

4   GW by Goodwill opened a location 
selling clothing, purses, belts, glassware 

and other items at 2814 Bee Caves Road, 
Ste. B, in Rollingwood on July 8. The 
store is operated by Goodwill Industries 
of Central Texas, which has more than 
30 locations from Georgetown to San 
Marcos. 329-8771, www.austingoodwill.
org, Twitter: @AustinGoodwill

5   A second location of Zoltan David, 
a precious metal art store and jeweler, 
opened July 8 at the Oasis, Texas,  
6550 Comanche Trail, Ste. 111, in Austin. 
www.zoltandavid.com, 582-0183

6   Austinite Mark Prellop recently 
opened Lakeside Signs & Graphics at 
401 N. RR 620, Ste. A-1, in Lakeway. 
The company produces vehicle and boat 
wraps; full-color banners and real estate; 
and yard, electrical, construction and 
other types of signs. 
www.lakesidesignsgraphics.com, 
266-1799, Twitter: @LakesideSigns1

7   Local restaurateurs Stewart Scruggs 
and Mark Paul opened BC Tavern on 
July 5, in the same building as their 
former restaurant, Zoot, at 11715 Bee 

Caves Road in Austin. Scruggs and Paul 
said they want to offer a more fun, family-
friendly, affordable restaurant serving 
Southern comfort food. BC Tavern 
features a full bar with happy hour from 
4–7 p.m. 477-6535, www.bc-tavern.com

8   Austinites Guillaume and 
Chanelle Vincent opened Soul emBody 
Acupuncture & Herbology on June 1 at 
12801 Shops Parkway, Ste. 200, in Bee 
Cave. The licensed staff members perform 
acupuncture, serve natural herbal 
remedies and specialize in sports injuries 
and family health. 772-3720,  
www.soulembody.com

9   St. David’s Emergency Center, 
12813 Galleria Circle, located in front 
of the Bee Cave City Hall at the Hill 
Country Galleria, began accepting 
patients Aug. 1. The 24/7, full-service 
facility features 12 multipurpose exam 
rooms, including a trauma room, a CT 
scanner,  radiology unit and a stat lab for 
diagnosis confirmation. 816-2100,  
www.stdavids.com/fsed,  
Twitter: @StDavidsHC
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Napoli’s Italian Restaurant is coming soon, 
replacing Bella Sera, which closed in May.

Zoot owners Stewart Scruggs (left) and Mark Paul 
reopened the restaurant as BC Tavern on July 5.

Owner Mark Prellop applies lettering to an SUV in his recently opened business, Lakeside Signs &  
Graphics, which produces a variety of signs, banners and graphics for vehicles and boats.

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

Anniversaries

National soccer program Soccer Shots, 
which offers an introduction to the sport 
for children ages 3–8, will celebrate its 
fourth anniversary in the Greater Austin 
area this month. The program serves the 
cities in the Lake Travis and Westlake 
areas and gives children a chance to 
build fundamental soccer skills as well as 
develop character, coordination and self-
esteem. 420-9450,  
www.soccershots.org/austin,  
Twitter: @SoccerShots

16   Decorum Home + Design celebrated 
its first anniversary July 14 at the Bee 
Cave location, 12815 Shops Parkway, Ste. 
150. The store carries traditional and 
modern furniture, lighting and decor. 
263-3434, www.decorumhome.com

Expansions

17   Pilates Bodies owner Tobie Funte 
recently expanded her studio to include 
Beyond Barre, a ballet barre workout that 
includes body-sculpting, fat-burning and 
cardio exercises with a glide board. The 
business is located next door to Pilates 
Bodies at 7035 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 207, 
in Austin’s Triton Plaza. 923-1634,  
www.pilatesbodiesaustin.com

18   Lakeway-based dentist Dr. Sasi 
Mannem opened a Central Austin office 
in mid-July, located at 3906 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 102, in Austin. Mannem 
Dentistry, which offers exams, restorative 
care, orthodontics and other procedures, 
will continue to serve Lakeway residents 
at 3315 S. RR 620, Ste. 250. 451-0101, 
www.drmannem.com

19   Chiropractor Dr. John Jacobson 
recently joined 620 Chiropractic and 
Wellness Center, located at 1603 N. RR 
620, Ste. 200, in Lakeway. The office offers 
a variety of chiropractic services for 
arthritis, injuries, migraines, whiplash, 
osteoporosis and other ailments.  
266-8100, www.620chiropractic.com

In the News

Therapy Pet Pals of Texas Inc. is looking 
for volunteers with calm, friendly and 
obedient dogs to provide pet therapy to 
elderly and ill people at local health care 
facilities around the Central Texas area. 
The nonprofit organization will begin 
taking reservations in September for the 
next Austin-area class, held in October. 
347-1984, www.therapypetpals.org
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Automotive excellence in a clickAU DI  •   F ISKE R  •   MASE RATI  •   POR SCH E  •   SAAB  •   SPYKE R  •   SU BAR U  •   VOLVO

Roger Beasley Subaru
of Georgetown

7501 S. IH-35 - Exit 257
512-930-2111
subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Porsche

200 E. Huntland Drive
512-371-1155
porscheaustin.com

Fisker of Austin
200 E. Huntland Drive

512-483-7900
fiskeraustin.com

Maserati of Austin

12925 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3100
mymaseratiofaustin.com

Spyker of Austin
12925 Pond Springs Rd.

512-219-3100
spykertexas.com

Roger Beasley Saab

12925 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3100
saabaustin.com

Volvo Austin
512-452-0266
volvoaustin.com

Volvo Georgetown
512-930-2111
volvogeorgetown.com

Audi North Austin

12971 Pond Springs Rd.
512-219-3150
audiaustin.com

$409Mo.
39 Mo. Lease

$695Mo.
39 Mo. Lease

2011 Legacy 2.5i Sedan - CVT
Closed-end leases offered to qualified customers with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee 
responsible for $0.15/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. Forester model BFB P21, Stk# Z6156 
based on MSRP $23,554. $1,999 total due at inception. Purchase option at lease end for $12,248. Legacy model BAB, Stk# Z6061 based on MSRP 
$22,066. $1,999 total due at inception. Purchase option at lease end for $12,356. Offers expire 8-31-11.

2011 Forester 2.5x - Alloy Pkg., 4EAT

$299Mo.
42 Mo. Lease

$399Mo.
 36 Mo. Lease

$299Mo.
   36 Mo. Lease

All remaining 2010 Executive Demos

Several in stock with varying mileage. Valid in lieu of other 
offers including special financing. Expires 9-1-11.

$12,000Off MSRP

World’s first luxury 
plug-in hybrid 

electric

Visit www.RogerBeasleyIHG.com for the latest offers and specials.

Austin’s first and
only Spyker dealership.

In stock now!
All pictures for illustration only. Some offers may expire prior to publication.

3 year / 36k mile FREE 
maintenance included

$249Mo.
36 Mo. Lease

2011 Porsche Boxster

36-month closed-end lease offered to qualified customers from Porsche 
Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. 
Stock# W7753 based on lease sale price $49,000. $5,800 total due at 
inception. Purchase option at lease end for $30,509.25. $350 disposition 
fee. Advertised offer requires dealer contribution; final negotiated price 
may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and 
may have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for 
$0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher 
MSRP will affect lease price. Offer expires 8-6-11.

$599Mo.
36 Mo. Special Lease

2011 Maserati Quattroporte S
Black / Black
Paddle shift, Park sensors, 4.7L V8
MSRP $131,150, Stk# M8253
Exp. 9-1-11

+TT&L
 $121,150Save $10,000

0.9%
APR Financing

OR

1st mo. payment
paid by Audi

1st mo. payment
paid by Audi

2012 Audi 
A4 2.0T Premium Multitronic FWD
Closed-end leases offered to qualified customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with heated front seats, all-weather floor 
mats and trunk liner, 18” wheels, convenience & style package based on MSRP $36,925. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = 
$3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $20,622. 38 monthly payments of $409. A6 based on MSRP $55,495. $2,499 down + 
$695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $29,967.30. 38 monthly payments of $695. 
Advertised offers require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may 
have some financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See 
dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price.  Offers expire 8-6-11.

2012 Audi A6 3.0T Premium Plus quattro

36-month closed-end leases offered to qualified customers with approved credit through US Bank, no security deposit required, advertised lease payment 
and financing excludes taxes, title and registration fees. C70 (stk# V2597) based on MSRP $41,475. $3,593 due at inception. Purchase option at lease end 
for $22,811.25. S60 (stk# V3146) based on MSRP $31,850. $3,693 due at inception. Purchase option at lease end for $20,065.50. Advertised offers 
require dealer contribution; final negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some 
financial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.18/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will affect lease price. 
0.9% APR financing available for 48 months with approved credit in lieu of special lease offers, $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed. Offers expire 8-31-11.

2011 Volvo C70 T5 All-new 2012 Volvo S60 T5
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CALENDAR

Aug. 27
By Tiffany Young

TexARTS holds a Taste of TexARTS event to show off its artistic programs with student 
performances, food, a number of free classes and activities. Meet the nonprofit’s faculty, 
including several Broadway veterans who teach at TexARTS as well as at Texas State 
University. Receive a 2011–12 class schedule and have the opportunity to register for 
upcoming theater, art, dance, voice and acting classes. Meet some of TexARTS board 
members and founding sponsors. • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • 2300 Lohman’s Spur, Lohmans 
Crossing Shopping Center, Lakeway • www.tex-arts.org
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TexARTS Producing Artistic Director Robby Armitage (above) is holding an open house at the TexARTS 
facilities in Lakeway to showcase the nonprofit organization’s programs. 

TexARTS Open House
community. • 4–8 p.m. Concordia University 
Texas Field House, 11400 Concordia University 
Drive, Austin • www.concordia.edu

23 Austin Fashion Week
The Hill Country Galleria hosts Austin Fashion 
Week’s West Austin Day in various stores within 
the shopping center. Details will be posted on 
the Fashion Week website as they become 
available. Times vary • Most events free  
12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave  
www.fashionweekaustin.com

24 Jonathan Sessler
University of Texas professor Jonathan Sessler 
discusses chemical receptors and sensors for 
potentially hazardous materials to the Lakeway 
Men’s Breakfast Club. The breakfast is available 
to men residing in the Greater Lakeway area. 
No reservations or memberships are required.  
$1 continental breakfast • Breakfast at 7 a.m., 
speaker at 8 a.m. • Lakeway Activity Center, 
105 Cross Creek, Lakeway • 363-5793  
speakers@thomasgcain.com

25 OverDrive Training
Download e-books, audiobooks, music and 
videos for free by accessing Lake Travis 
Community Library’s new digital library. Training 
includes an introduction to the digital library 
and help troubleshooting a smartphone or 
computer. • 9–10 a.m. • Free  Lake Travis 
Community Library,  2300 Lohman’s Spur, Ste. 
100 • 263-2885 • www.laketravislibrary.org

26–28 Fall Home & Garden Show
Do-it-yourself types can learn about trends in 
home and lawn decorating and renovations. 
See cooking demonstrations by local chefs and 
a celebrity appearance by HGTV’s “The Wall 
Wizard” star Brian Santos. • Fri., 2–7 p.m.;  
Sat., 10 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.–5 p.m.  
$8 adults, $6 for seniors, free for ages 17 and 
younger • The Austin Convention Center,  
500 E. Cesar Chavez St., Austin • 404-4000  
www.austinhomeandgardenshow.com

28–31 2011 iAOHRA Conference
The International Association of Official Human 
Rights Agencies, in conjunction with the City of 
Austin, holds its annual conference with a focus 
on employment discrimination issues. Early 
registration by Aug. 15 $425 for members, $475 
nonmembers; after Aug. 15 $475 for members, 
$525 nonmembers • Sheraton Austin Hotel, 701 
E. 11th St., Austin  
www.iaohra.org/2011-conference

September
7 Fred Hazen
Lakeway resident Fred Hazen discusses 
history from the Civil War along the Mississippi 
River at the Lakeway Men’s Breakfast Club. 
The breakfast is available to men residing in 
the Greater Lakeway area. No reservations or 
memberships are required. • $1 continental 
breakfast • Breakfast at 7 a.m., speaker at  
8 a.m. • Lakeway Activity Center,
105 Cross Creek, Lakeway • 363-5793
speakers@thomasgcain.com

8 Spanish story time
Visit Lake Travis Community Library for a 
special story time in Spanish. Patrons will sing, 
read stories, learn finger plays and make a craft. 
10:30–11 a.m. • Free • Lake Travis Community 
Library, 2300 Lohman’s Spur, Ste. 100  
263-2885 • www.laketravislibrary.org

10 Family Fun Festival & Bake Sale
A cookie sale by Cookies for Kids’ Cancer 
benefits pediatric cancer research. Joe 
McDermott and Staci Gray perform on stage 
and children’s activities are available.  
10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • Hill Country Galleria 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd.,  
Bee Cave • www.austingoodcookies.com

10, 24 Familylink Foster Care & 
Adoption Training Classes
Training classes for adults on foster care and 
adoption are held for volunteers, mentors and 
prospective foster/adoptive parents.  
9:30 a.m.–9 p.m. • Free • Austin Ridge Bible 
Church, 9300 Bee Caves Road, Bldg. C, Austin  
kelly@familylinkkids.com • 233-6464

25 Puppy mill Awareness Day
This event, presented by Paws of Austin, 
includes a puppy mill survivor parade, children’s 
activities, vendors, pet adoptions, speakers 
and live music. • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • The 
Backyard, 13742 Bee Cave Parkway, Bee Cave 
http://pmadtx.com

August
8–11 Garden Art Safari
This camp, by Abrakadoodle, is offered to 
children ages 3–12. Campers practice art 
indoors and outdoors for a natural artist 
approach that includes tours of the gardens. 
Mini Doodler camps, ages 3–5, 2:30–4:30 p.m.,  
$99 • Doodlers camps, ages 5–12,  
10 a.m.–1 p.m., $150 • Umlauf Sculpture 
Garden & Museum, 605 Robert E. Lee Road, 
Austin • 380-7555 • www.abrakadoodle.com

11, 18 Financial workshops
Workshops by New York Life Insurance 
Company are held for parents to plan for their 
children’s education. On Aug. 11, the topic is 
funding college, and Aug. 18 covers making 
a blueprint for financial success. Materials 
on financial protection will be provided. 
Refreshments will be served. Space is limited, 
and RSVPs are encouraged. • 5:30–7 p.m.  
Free • Austin Children’s Museum, 201 Colorado 
St., Austin • 610-3149 • annia_zavala@nyl.com
       

 Worth the Trip
13 Golfer Dennis Walters
Dennis Walters, a shot artist and paraplegic 
golfer, and co-star Super Dog Bucky make an 
appearance at the First Tee of Greater Austin’s 
golf show. A golf bazaar at the show features 
pre-owned golf equipment, gear and clothing. 
Proceeds benefit First Tee of Greater Austin, 
which provides mentorship and education to a 
child for a full year. Refreshments are available, 
and admission is free. • Golf Bazaar at 8 a.m., 
show at 10 a.m. • Free • Harvey Penick Golf 
Campus, 5501 Ed Bluestein Blvd., Austin  
926-1100 • RSVP at www.firstteeaustin.org

14 311 and Sublime with Rome concert
“Unity Tour 2011” stops in Bee Cave with music 
from 311 and Sublime with Rome. • Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m., concert starts at 6:30 p.m. • $45 
The Backyard at Bee Cave, 13742 Bee Cave 
Parkway, Bee Cave 651-5033 
www.thebackyard.net, www.311.com,  
www.sublimewithrome.com

17 Bob Rose
LCRA Meteorologist Bob Rose gives a weather 
update to the Lakeway Men’s Breakfast Club. 
The breakfast is available to men residing in 
the Greater Lakeway area. No reservations or 
memberships are required. • $1 continental 
breakfast • Breakfast at 7 a.m., speaker at 
8 a.m. • Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross 
Creek, Lakeway • 363-5793  
speakers@thomasgcain.com

18 Free practice ACT/SAT for juniors
Students can choose between taking the ACT 
or SAT standardized practice tests. Students 
will grade their own test upon completion and 
leave with their results. Call to reserve a spot.  
2–5:30 p.m. • Free • College Nannies & Tutors 
learning center, 3908 Far West Blvd., Austin   
372-8385 • www.collegenannies.com

PAiYH Dance Studio performance
Put Art in Your Heart Dance Studio students 
perform dance numbers for an audience.  
6–8 p.m. • Free • Hill Country Galleria 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd.,  
263-0001 • www.paiyhdancestudios.com

23 Concordia university Texas’ 
community-wide welcome party
Sponsored by University Federal Credit Union, 
the community surrounding Concordia is invited 
to a night of free food from area restaurants 
and music from the Sam Riggs Band. Local 
businesses and churches set up individual 
booths for attendees to get information on their 

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Lake Travis-Westlake events at  
www.impactnews.com/lake-travis-westlake/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Lake Travis-Westlake events, included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Live music calendar

Hill Country Galleria Amphitheater
12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave • 263-0001
www.hillcountrygalleria.com

Aug. 13    Summer concert series: 
             Andrea Marie & The Magnolia Band
             7–10 p.m.
Aug. 18    Music on Main, 7–9 p.m.

Sept. 1     Music on Main, 7–9 p.m.
Sept. 2     Fall concert series: Debra Watson  
 Band 6:30–9:30 p.m.
Sept. 8     Music on Main, 7–9 p.m.

Uncle Billy’s Lake Travis
6550 Comanche Trail, Austin • 266-0111
www.unclebillysaustin.com

Aug. 12 8 p.m. The Ugly Beats
Aug. 13 8 p.m. Ruby Dee and the   
 Snakehandlers
Aug. 19 8 p.m. Slowtrain
Aug. 20 8 p.m. Mike and the Moonpies
Aug. 26 8 p.m. The Texas Garage Project
 9 p.m. Joe King Carrasco and  
 the Crowns
Aug. 27 8 p.m. Cameran Nelson
 9 p.m. The Duqaines
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With substantial funding 
from a local homebuilder, the 
final piece of a road project in 
Bee Cave that will give residents 
another route to bypass busy 
intersections is expected to 
begin in September.

The Bee Cave Parkway proj-
ect, which would connect the 
roadway from its end point at 
Central Park to the intersec-
tion of Hamilton Pool Road 
and Hwy. 71 near Bee Cave 
Elementary, was stalled with 
little incentive for the city to 
continue.

“The city has set building the 
parkway as a priority on our 
transportation plan, but there 
was no real push to build it 
because there was nothing being 
built out there,” Bee Cave City 
Administrator Frank Salvato 
said.

Taylor Morrison is the devel-
oper of Ladera Ranch, a roughly 

83-acre subdivision set up to 
hold about 336 residential units.

The tract went bankrupt 
before construction on any 
homes could begin, though 
roads were cut and utilities were 
installed. To move forward, the 
developer needed the roadway 
completed to give the tract an 
access point.

Taylor Morrison then 
approached the city Jan. 25 and 
pledged $800,000 to help facili-
tate the estimated $3.7 million 
extension of Bee Cave Parkway.

Half of the money was offered 
up front for the parkway, and 
the other half is to prepay 
development fees once Taylor 
Morrison closed on the property 
July 1.

Bee Cave approved the bid 
from Ranger Excavating, offer-
ing the lowest bid at $2.89 mil-
lion. A $1.5 million bond was 
issued with 1.33 percent interest, 

Salvato said. 
The Bee Cave City Council 

issued the bonds because it can 
get better interest rates. Since 
it is an Economic Development 
Board project, the EDB will 
reimburse the city on the pay-
ment.

The project is expected to 
begin in mid-August with a 
completion date in September 
2012.

He said the road would ease 
some congestion at the Hwy. 
71 and RR 620 intersection 
that can become busy with 
traffic from the nearby shop-
ping centers. It would also give 
drivers a second access point to 
The Backyard at Bee Cave music 
venue and Central Park.

The project currently has a 
construction schedule of one 
year, which is subject to change, 
depending on the weather.

Bee Cave Parkway project nears 
final phase with developer support

TRANSPORTATION

By Taylor Short

Bee Cave Parkway Project

1  Phase 1—Bee Cave Parkway built across the Bee Cave Central 
      Park, west of South RR 620.

2  Phase 2—Intersection improvements at Hamilton Pool Road, 
      including reconstructed roadway as a four-way intersection, 
      right-turn lane onto Hamilton Pool Road, traffic signals, 
      curbs and gutters

3  Phase 3A—Small section of road built off Hamilton Pool Road, 
      north of Hwy. 71, for a future CVS/Pharmacy store

4  Phase 3B—Connects current end point with the Hamilton Pool 
      Road and Hwy. 71 intersection with a four-lane divided road

Source: City of Bee Cave
Comment at more.impactnews.com/14024
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*terms and conditions apply

Realtor referrals accepted*

Realtor participation for buyers*

Marketing investment refunded at closing* 

Properties will be accepted through August 25th

www.LindaWelshAuction.com  |  10%BP  |  512-263-1030 L Welsh TX#15205

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

North Austin   •   South Austin   •   Georgetown   •   Bastrop
512-485-7200  •  PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT
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Cypress Ridge
at Rough hollow

Lakeway
From the $320s

standardpacifichomes.com

It’s not out of reach! Be a part of  the acclaimed 
Rough Hollow community in a Standard Pacific 
home nestled in the Cypress Ridge neighborhood.

Our homes carry a signature of our long-standing 
commitment to excellence in design and 
craftsmanship that has earned the trust and respect 
of homeowners year after year.

Michelle Cohen
512.261.5081 (office)
512.917.2665 (cell)
mcohen@stanpac.com

Present this Coupon to Our Sales 
Representative on Your First Visit 

to Cypress Ridge at Rough 
Hollow and Receive an Extra 

from Our Design Center for Your 
New Standard Pacific Home.

Limit one upgrade credit per purchase.

$1,000 
iN FREE uPgRaDES 

$1,000

($274 total value)

online at rigbyadvanceddental.com · or · find us on facebook!

Brent Rigby, DDS, MS - Certified Prosthodontic Specialist in the Lake Travis area!

Schedule your appointment today
to take advantage of these special
offers and create your new smile!

*offers available for new patients. restrictions may apply.

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS

Start the school year off with a healthy, white smile and don't forget
to maximize your insurance benefits before the year is out!
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  Bee Cave City Council 
4000 Galleria Parkway • 767-6600 
http://portal.beecavetexas.com
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday  
of each month at 6 p.m.

  lakeway City Council
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
314-7500 • www.cityoflakeway.com
Meets the third Monday of each  
month at 6:30 p.m. 

  Rollingwood City Council
403 Nixon Drive • 327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com
Meets the third Wednesday of the  
month at 7 p.m.

  West lake Hills City Council
911 Westlake Drive • 767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org
Meets the second and fourth   
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin • 854-9425  
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_
court • Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

CITY AND COUNTY

Bee CaveLakeway

The Bee Cave City Council postponed 
a decision July 12 on the site plan in the 
Falconhead West neighborhood for a 
large propane tank, which residents say is 
a safety concern and an eyesore.

Plans call for a 30,000 gallon capacity, 
10 foot tall and 90 foot long propane tank 
to be placed off Vail Divide Road, near 
some homes and a playground. The tank 
would be installed and refilled up to twice 
a week by propane provider Farrellgas, 
representative Jason Foster said.

Dozens of residents who flooded the 
meeting claimed they were not aware of 
the tank until recently, though Develop-
ment Manager Don Walden said it was 
always a part of the plan.

“This is the site that gives the gas a 
chance to evenly distribute across the 
neighborhood,” he said, adding that the 
tank will help prevent a service outage 
like the one that occurred last winter 
and that altering the existing plan would 
result in months of waiting for additional 
approvals from the state.

Residents who live near the site said 
they are not only concerned about 

Lakeway City Council approved a 
special-use permit July 18 allowing the 
Emmaus Catholic Parish, 1718 Lohm-
ans Crossing Road, to use two modular 
buildings for another five years. 

Two residents spoke against allow-
ing the portable buildings for any use 
besides office use during office hours, 
saying the after-hours programs were a 
nuisance to nearby neighbors. 

“I’m not opposed to them using the 
portable buildings during office hours, 
but not during early mornings or late at 
night,” Emmaus Catholic Parish neigh-
bor Karen Nail said. “We can hear them 
talking and congregating in the parking 
lot—this is absurd.”

George Whiteman, another neighbor, 
had similar complaints. 

“The [tree] buffer zone in the winter is 
nonexistent—it doesn’t solve the noise,” 
he said. 

While some of the council members 
sympathized with the neighbors, a few 
said whether they allowed the modular 
buildings to be used at any time would 

Bee Cave residents challenge 
planned propane tank site

Lakeway renews special permit of Emmaus Catholic 
Parish’s modular buildings for five more years

Rollingwood

West Lake Hills

Hospital adding 88 parking spaces
West Lake Hills City Council approved 

a site plan to add 88 parking spaces behind 
The Hospital at Westlake Medical Center 
complex at 5656 and 5858 Bee Caves Road 
on July 13.

The hospital has leased spots in the 
H-E-B center and has a courtesy shuttle but 
still has parking issues. The new parking 
garage will be positioned in the rear of the 
complex, farthest from Bee Caves Road, so 
it would not be seen from the street or by its 
neighbors.

Visit www.westlakemedical.com.

Rollingwood selects construction company for City Hall renovations

The Rollingwood City Council approved an $89,500 construction bid July 20 for City 
Hall enhancements, including Americans with Disabilities Act–compliant restrooms.

The City Council selected B&O Construction to build the two new offices, break room 
and covered vestibule in addition to the restrooms. Architect Duke Garwood, who pro-
vided construction documents for the upgrades, recommended the company.

“[B&O] comes with a very good recommendation,” he said. “They were the most thor-
ough, most professional and asked the most pertinent questions.”

An estimated $5,000 of additional money would be needed for asbestos remediation 
contractor costs, Garwood said.

Mayor Bill Hamilton said the city could use up to $65,000 from Rollingwood Commu-
nity Development Corporation sales tax money to fund the project as long as the rest-
rooms are available to residents using nearby Hatley Park.

The project, which Hamilton said the city had been working on periodically for about  
10 years, is expected to take about two months to complete starting Aug. 1.

“Since 1975, we haven’t changed much with the building,” Hamilton said. “Now the 
entrance will be more modern, functional, practical and ADA-compliant.

not affect the noise or the lighting prob-
lems, since the parking lot would still be 
used because of its close proximity to the 
church’s Life Center.

“We’ve created a bad situation in 
allowing a parking lot near homes. I’d 
like to do something about the noise. If 
we require those meetings in the PLC 
[life center], I don’t think it would help 
much,” Councilman Dave Taylor said. 

The special-use permit was first 
granted in 2005. The Parish has reap-
plied for its permit for another five years 
to use the modular buildings for offices, 
continued growth and some retreats.  

“We’re trying to do our best and 
be as quiet as possible, but we are a 
church, and we do have activities,” 
Emmaus Catholic Parish Pastor 
Samuel Hose said. 

He said the church has more than 120 
events per week and allows many com-
munity groups to host meetings free of 
charge at the church’s facilities. 

Read the rest of the story at more.
impactnews.com/13841

The Lakeway City Council granted The Emmaus Catholic Parish a special-use permit to continue 
using two portable buildings, despite complaints from some neighbors. 

children playing near the tank but also 
that it would be used to serve nearby 
commercial businesses.

“Had I and many others here tonight 
been aware of this plan, we would not 
have purchased our homes,” resident 
Brad Messer said.

Councilman Chad Bockius suggested 
using a temporary site or a smaller-sized 
tank but was not convinced developers 
and the utility had exhausted all options.

“I would strongly encourage Ferrellgas 
to schedule a meeting with the residents, 
and come up with a solution that works,” 
he said.
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Council concerned about 
Masonwood project density

Masonwood Developent presented a 
plan for a residential and commercial 
project July 26 located on 153 acres of Bee 
Cave extraterritorial jurisdiction off West 
Hwy. 71.

The project, as presented, showed 322 
lots of commercial, multifamily and 
single-family space. Developers said they 

are also in talks with General Motors for 
a possible car dealership.

“We’re trying to make it more like an 
in-city development,” said Bill McLean, 
who represented Masonwood. “We want 
to try to make it more attractive to you.”

City Council members and some resi-
dents had concerns about the density and 
features and asked Masonwood to revise 
their plans.
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Speakers at the Lake Travis Cham-
ber of Commerce’s economic forecast 
update July 20 had mostly good news for 
business owners. 

“Even during an economic recession, 

sales tax revenue has increased. Year-to-
date, we’re running about 6 percent over 
last year,” Lakeway City Manager Steve 
Jones said. “I anticipate that to hold for 
the remainder of the year.”

Commercial development
Jones said a number of projects are 

under way in Lakeway, including a Holi-
day Inn, retail and office development 
Real Del Lago, business complex Discov-
ery Point, fast-food restaurant P. Terry’s 
and Rough Hollow’s Highland Village 
Amenity Center. 

St. David’s Emergency Center in Bee 
Cave held its opening celebration July 28. 
The emergency center is the first in the Bee 
Cave market and is located at 12813 Gal-
leria Circle in the Hill Country Galleria.

The Lakeway Regional Medical Cen-
ter, an eight-story, 106-bed hospital, is 
expected to open on North RR 620 near 
Lake Travis High School in early 2012. 
David Kreye was recently appointed as 
CEO of the center. The hospital will staff 
about 125 physicians, many of whom 
already call the Lake Travis area home.

Kreye said the hospital is concerned 
about traffic, and he is working with the 
Texas Department of Transportation to 
determine solutions.

The Spanish Oaks subdivision has 
begun construction once again after a 
temporary stall from foreclosure in 2010 
and plans on adding an east and west 
village with a mix of retail, office and 
medical buildings.

Housing
To date, Lakeway has received 73 new 

home permits and four new commercial 
permits in 2011. 

“In 2009, new housing starts had fallen 
back to historic levels. In 2010, we had 
143 new home permits, which is pretty 
standard, excluding the bubble around 
2003,” Jones said. 

Doug Land, broker and co-owner of 
Capital City Sotheby’s International Realty, 
said that more homes have been sold to 
date this year compared with last year. 

“Outside of Westlake, we’re one of the 
most expensive in the area,” Land said. 

While homes are selling, he said there 
is about a nine month supply of homes—a 
little more than 600—on the market, with 
about six months being the ideal for a real 
estate market. 

“We are seeing new [home] construc-
tion steady in the area, especially in Bee 
Cave,” he said.

Land encouraged attendees to build a 
home to help the economy.

“What can we do to help the economy? 
Stop and build a house. Think about how 
many people are touched when you build 
a home,” Land said. 

Bee Cave Councilman Mike Murphy 
attributed the growth in Bee Cave to the 
low property taxes, which are 2 cents per 
$100 valuation, among the lowest city 
property taxes in the state.

Murphy said Bee Cave is up 11 percent 
in sales tax revenue from last year but said 
he would rather not make a forecast for 
the city because he cannot predict how 
the federal government may affect the 
local economy in the coming years. 

David Kreye, CEO of Lakeway Regional Medical Center, said the hospital plans to begin hiring soon.
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Leaders in Lakeway area  
optimistic about economy

ECONOMIC IMPACT

By Tiffany Young

Lakeway Pediatric Associates

When it comes to your children’s health issues, place 
your trust with an experienced professional.

Open Monday–Friday 8.45 to 5 PM • SICK WALK-IN hours Monday–Friday 8.45 to 10.30 AM

SHUBHA ADENI, 
MD, FAAP

BOARD CERTIFIED 
WITH OVER 25 YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE,
and mother of three.

Helping you raise happy and healthy children.

900 RR 620 SOUTH, SUITE C 201 • LAKEWAY, TX 78734
LOCATED IN THE LAKEWAY COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER

PHONE: (512) 328-2266 • FAX: (512) 328-2055
WWW.LAKEWAYPEDIATRICASSOCIATES.COM

Coming Soon
Robert Harrison

Certi� ed Master Bench Jeweler

Johnny Coultrup
GIA Graduate Gemologist

2127 Lohmans Crossing Rd., Suite 300
Lakeway, Travis, Texas 78734
(512) 266-1715 Lohmans 

Crossing Rd.

R.R. 620 S.

Lohmans 
Spur Rd.
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Mayor: postponing could cost 
city more than $100 million

Council considers costs in delaying fourth water plant

By Bobby Longoria
The debate surrounding Water Treatment 

Plant 4 returned to City Council on July 28, 
and after several hours of discussion, coun-
cil voted 5-2 to direct city staff to ascertain 
the costs in delaying the treatment plant by 
five or 10 years.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell and Councilman 
Mike Martinez were the only votes against 
the resolution that will find to the nearest 
$5 million the total cost of suspending the 
plant’s construction, including the costs 
associated with equipment purchased and 
jobs allocated.

The resolution asks city staff to return the 
cost estimates of suspending construction to 
City Council by Aug. 18.

Leffingwell made clear early in the discus-
sion that delaying the treatment plant may 
cost more than $100 million, which would 
not be reclaimed nor would it contribute to 
the treatment plant if it were resumed. How-
ever, he said that delaying the plant may sim-
ply mean ending construction altogether.

“I don’t think we would start up again in 
five to 10 years,” Leffingwell said. “These 
costs would basically be lost.”

One decision, many contracts
Last November, council voted 4-3 to 

approve $299 million in contracts to Water 
Treatment Plant 4. Originally the multiple 
construction contracts for the plant were to 
be approved incrementally by the Water and 
Wastewater Commission as well as by City 
Council.

A streamlined method was proposed 
that transferred contract negotiations and 
approval to Montgomery Watson Harza, the 
plant’s construction manager at risk, also 
known as MWH Constructors Inc., which 
consults with Austin Water Utility and city 
staff but not the City Council itself.

“It’s terrible that four members of the 
council decided to turn over their elected 
responsibilities to unelected staff,” said Roy 
Whaley, vice chairman of the Austin Sierra 
Club. “They have abdicated their respon-
sibilities to how our money gets paid and 
gets spent.”

The resolution cannot stop or delay con-
tracts already given notice to proceed; it can 
only stop any future contracts from being 
issued. The resolution was not placed on 
council’s agenda until July 22.

City staff approved a $104 million con-
tract just days before that gave the notice 
to proceed on constructing the Jollyville 
Transmission Main, a 7-mile tunnel that 
would transfer water from the plant to the 
Spicewood Springs shaft site.

Debate on the dais
In what may have been the most heated 

hour of discussion, Spelman told Assistant 

City Manager Rudy Garza that members of 
the public believe the contract to proceed 
on the transmission main may have been 
rushed to lock in the deal before council 
considered suspending future construction.

“I don’t believe any of the people that have 
come before us to suggest that we suspend 
further work on this project for a few years 
are at all crazy. In fact, I think they are being 
very fiscally prudent,” Spelman said. “But 
there is widespread disbelief on those folks 
that staff is acting on good faith.”

Leffingwell quickly cautioned Spelman in 
his questioning of Garza.

“The entire line you have been pursuing is 
borderline accusations and threats,” Leffin-
gwell said to Spelman.

Spelman asked city staff to direct MWH 
to delay any purchasing of equipment 
related to the construction of the transmis-
sion main. Leffingwell did not approve of 
the direction and said it could be a breach 
of contract.

Rising need or unnecessary?
WTP4 has a total budget of $508 million. 

So far, $103.3 million has already been spent, 
and $297.1 million has been contracted.

The overriding question asked by oppo-
nents of the plant was whether or not Austin 
needed it at all.

“We don’t need it at this time,” said Sarah 
Faust, a member of the city’s Water and 
Wastewater Commission. “I think it’s pos-
sible years down the road, but at this time 
we are succeeding in water conservation, 
and we have significant drops in growth of 
new customers, and Austin is changing.”

Faust said the commission voted 6-1 
against the large approval of $299 million in 
contracts for the plant last year. She said the 
approval by council has resulted in no fiscal 
oversight of the treatment plant’s contracts 
and may result in over-inflated costs.

She questioned staff ’s estimation that 
delaying the plant could cost more than 

UTILITIES

$100 million, which may be based on large 
assumptions of water use over the next 
decade.

“Is that based on the inflated projected 
demands that have not materialized? We 
are not selling nearly as much water—the 
growth isn’t there,” Faust said.

Spelman said the unknown costs of delay 
are not associated with equipment and jobs 
that would be suspended, but rather the cost 
of litigation in dealing with a number of con-
struction contracts that would be delayed.

City staff said there would also be costs 
with building extra water tunnels to accom-
modate for the demand of water, which 
would not be met if the plant was delayed.

“We have a tremendous disagreement in 
this city as to what is our demand [is] going 
to look like,” Spelman said. “It’s not on an 
upward trajectory as the utility believes it is.”

Spelman said Austin’s peak water day for 
its entire history was in August 2001, and 
since then demand has gone down.

“That suggests we probably don’t need to 
build a whole new water treatment plant to 
meet rising demand—we don’t have rising 
demand,” Spelman said.

Undoing past action
Spelman said it is possible to rescind 

council’s action last year that gave all con-
tract negotiation power to MWH and return 
it to council. However, it could have great 
cost as a result of contractual obligations 
with MWH.

Leffingwell and city staff said on top of 
legal costs and possible contract breaches, 
the delay could impact the city’s bond rating, 
including making Austin appear financially 
unstable. 

Whereas Leffingwell felt the resolution 
was fiscally irresponsible, the majority of 
council, save Martinez, thought it could save 
the city and ratepayers millions.

Leffingwell said he couldn’t disagree more.
Comment at more.impactnews.com/14022

Councilman Bill Spelman led most of the discussion concerning the effect delaying Water Treatment Plant 
4 would have on contractual obligations of potentially hundreds of millions of city dollars already ap-
proved for the project. He said he does not agree with the water need projections by Austin Water Utility.
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ELITE WIRELESS
Going back to College? Cut Your Phone Bill in Half!

No credit check. No contract required for Cricket. Boost and Page Plus / Sin evaluaciones de credito, Sin contractos para Cricket, Boost y Page Plus. *Other restrictions apply–SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET 

20% OFF 
ALL ACCESSORIES!

Free HBO, Cinemax, Starz, 
Blockbuster for 90 days
Free Sling Adapter (after $99 rebate)

America’s Top 150 
Free DVR Upgrade
Free 4 Room Installation
Free HD for Life
Free Showtime for 90 days

Free NFL 
Sunday ticket!

GRAND OPENING NEW LOCATION 
inside HEB on 71 & Bee Caves

Unlimited talk, text and web on 
T-Mobile. Nationwide coverage.
No taxes, no fees, no credit check, 
no contract. Flat $50/month.

Bring in a competitor’s phone 
to port in a number and get 

Suede Muve for $49.99. 
Rate plan is $55/month for this phone. 

Unlimited talk, text and web. 

Unlimited 
internet use.

FREE 4G Internet Broadband Card 
with new service.

WWW.SGS-AUSTIN.ORG

With all that’s in the news...
are you concerned about 

your child’s future?

• Extraordinary teachers

• Small classes

• First-class facilities

• Unique technology

• 21st Century curriculum

• Learning support
services for students

• All grades scored in the
98th percentile or above 
in national standardized 
testing (ITBS)

Pre-K through 8th Grade
All Faiths Welcome

Call 512-327-7755 
for your tour today!Interested in a Bachelor  

of Science in Nursing?

Whether you are an RN, 
college graduate,  

or beginning college,  
we have the program  

to fit your needs.

Locations in Round Rock  
and Bryan-College Station.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone, or go to: 

nursing.tamhsc.edu
979.436.0110
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Concordia University Texas looks to future for expansion

By Taylor Short 
Concordia University Texas, an institu-

tion with more than 80 years in Central 
Texas, is having some growing pains.

The Lutheran school dramatically 
increased its space by relocating to the  
389-acre Austin Hill Country Reserve 
in 2007, allowing for a broader curricu-
lum and an unparalleled opportunity for 
growth.

Concordia’s leaders are now looking 30 
years into the future in an attempt to trans-
form not only the school’s physical layout, 
but also the culture.

“The hope has been that we could have 
more of a residential campus,” said Rev. 
David Kluth, vice president of university 
services, who has been with the school 
for about 20 years. “It’s great to have good 
academics, but we want a culture where we 
can impact people’s values.”

A new baseball field was completed 
about a year and a half ago and was the first 
step in a long-term plan for the university. 
Now the student population is changing 
with more than 2,100 students on a new 
campus—becoming a commuter campus 
where students have to blend work, school 
and other activities.

O. Administration

P.  Fine Arts

Q. Classrooms

R. Cafeteria

A. Chapel

B. Field house

C. Administration   
    expansion

D. Performing Arts Center

E. Student Center

F. Retreat Center

G. Academic buildings

H. Student Life complex

I. Structured parking

J. Residence halls

K. Softball diamond

L. Tennis court

M. Football field

N. Soccer field

Proposed buildings

Existing buildings

“So, one of our big questions was, ‘What 
do we do with housing?”’ said Gary Belcher, 
vice president of strategic planning.

The school’s 30-year master plan seeks to 
address this issue, as well as tackle park-
ing, office and classroom space. It will also 
continue the expansion of athletics and 
other amenities that give the student body 
reasons to hang around after classes end.

Over the next year, Kluth said the 
administration will be looking at and revis-
ing the four-year-old plan according to its 
view of the next decade.

“Quite honestly, we’re running out of 
space, in particular, office space,” he said. 
“We’re facing real challenges with trying to 
accommodate growth and employees.”

While the master plan shows several 
individual new buildings, Kluth said the 
school is also discussing the option of link-
ing current buildings together by building 
vertically and enclosing the walkway that 
bisects the campus today.

Trails, outdoor plazas, meeting places 
and more parking are other areas the uni-
versity will consider, but student housing 
is the main issue. The current campus can 
accommodate about 270 students—about 
80 less than the former campus.

“There’s a quality you get when you have 
upperclassmen living on campus as well,” 
Belcher said. “That’s kind of become one of 
those unintended consequences that we’ve 
had to figure out.”

The goal is to grow into more of a 
residential campus that could provide the 
activities and the culture for a 24/7 com-
munity. Kluth said he is not sure where that 
conversation will go. Student housing is not 
cheap and the university is stretched finan-
cially just with the relocation, he said.

“We’re certainly looking for 

entrepreneurs, contributors and donors 
who will catch that vision and want to help 
us complete it,” he said.

Construction will attempt to build 
around trees, preserve water quality, follow 
height restrictions and leave any natural 
habitat untouched. Kluth expects it would 
take about 18 months to develop site plans 
for the next phase.

“Given all the needs we have, it’ll be 
fascinating in two years from now to see 
which [ones] actually bubble to the top as 
being the most important,” he said.

S. Library

T. Field House

U. Residence halls

Concordia preliminary 30-year master plan

State higher education aid funding cut 15 percent

By Blake Rasmussen
Higher education, like nearly every 

other state-funded program, was hit with 
budget cuts in the latest Legislative session. 
Among those cuts was a 15 percent drop 
in major student financial aid programs, 
affecting student access to higher educa-
tion funding.

“Unfortunately, we’re just in a tough 
budget spot,” said State Rep. Larry Gonza-
les, R-Round Rock. “Everything was on the 
table; we knew that.”

Major student financial aid programs—
which include TEXAS (Towards Excel-
lence, Access and Success) Grants, Tuition 
Equalization Grants and others—dropped 
from $1 billion in 2010–11 to $879 million 
in 2012–13, according to the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board.

Still, the cuts could have been worse. The 
original budget proposal cut higher educa-
tion funding to an even greater extent. For 
example, TEXAS Grants were originally 
funded at $365 million, which would not 
have covered any new students, said Linda 
Battles, THECB associate commissioner.

“We are very pleased that the cuts 
weren’t deeper than what they were,” 
Battles said.

The final budget allowed for $559.5 mil-
lion for Texas Grants, covering all renewals 
and about 33,000 new students.

“If you look at where we started, we 

definitely ended up with a better budget 
than what was originally proposed by the 
House,” said State Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin, who is on the Higher Education 
Committee.

However, Howard called the cuts “short-
sighted” and, she said, some programs 
aimed at filling professional areas of need 
in Texas were cut significantly or, in some 
cases, completely. 

For example, professional and vocational 
nursing aid and was cut completely. The 
Professional Nursing Shortage Reduction 
Program was reduced by $17.1 million to 
$30 million and the Teach for Texas Loan 
Repayment Program was cut by  
$10.5 million down to $1 million, accord-
ing to THECB.

“Unfortunately, the cuts that we made 
are going to significantly impact all,” How-
ard said. “The bottom line is: You’re still 
talking about fewer students getting the 
funds they need.”

The greatest impact is likely to fall on 
middle-income students, said Dan Weaver, 
THECB assistant commissioner for busi-
ness and support services.

“The middle-income students are prob-
ably going to get impacted more than they 
would have because there’s just less funds 
available when you get to that income 
level,” Weaver said of households that make 
between about $45,000 and $60,000 a year.

TEXAS Grants and Tuition Equaliza-
tion Grants were created for students who 
demonstrate financial need.

“We only have enough resources. We 
need to focus on the neediest families, 
and we have a growing population of very 
needy kids, which is where the state ought 
to be focusing its resources,” Weaver said.

Not only will the number of state grants 
being awarded be fewer, but grant amounts 
are likely to be lower as well. Maxi-
mum funds are determined by calcula-
tions built into law—$7,100 for TEXAS 
Grants at four-year public institutions 

in 2011–12—but THECB sent a letter to 
universities this year encouraging them to 
spread out TEXAS Grant money by setting 
target awards of $5,000 in order to give 
some money to more students.

Individual institutions determine the 
precise award amount per student as part 
of a financial aid package but cannot go 
above the maximum amount.

If universities ignore the recommenda-
tion, TEXAS Grants will cover about  
30 percent of new college entrants. If they 
abide by it, that number can rise to about 
50 percent, Battles said.

Decrease in funding for major Texas student financial aid programs
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10%
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Major state financial aid programs 
for higher education students were 
cut 15 percent during the Legislative 
session. Those programs include the 
TEXAS Grant program, B-On-Time, 
Tuition Equalization Grants, the 
Top 10 Percent Scholarship, Texas 
Educational Opportunity Grant, work 
study and the Texas Armed Services 
Scholarship.

Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
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Central Texas college and university news

1  Auguste Escoffier  
School of Culinary Arts

On June 1, the Culinary Academy of Austin became 
known as the Auguste Escoffier School of Culinary Arts.

 Campus director Stephen King said Triumph Higher 
Education Group bought the school a year ago and 
revamped the program for smaller class sizes. There 
are 120 students enrolled and 13 chef instructors. 
The school offers 15-month culinary arts or six-month 
baking/pastry arts programs. The school launched its 
Home Cook program July 8. 
6020 Dillard Circle, Austin 
451-5743 • www.escoffier.edu 

2  The Art Institute of Austin
The Art Institute of Austin launched a new degree 

program for student gaming enthusiasts last spring.
The institute introduced its Bachelor of Fine Arts 

in game art and design. Academic Director Bill Byrne 
credited the area’s growing gaming industry as the main 
catalyst for the launch of the program.

“Austin is the Hollywood of games,” Byrne said. “We 
have dozens of game studios in the area. We want to do 
everything possible to ensure our students are ready to 
compete for entry-level positions in the game industry.”

Students will have the opportunity to learn from 
faculty who are professionals working at studios such as 
Sony and EA Bioware. 
101 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Austin
691-1707 • www.artinstitutes.edu/austin

3  Concordia University Texas 
After Concordia University Texas relocated to the 

389-acre Austin Hill Country Reserve in 2007, the 
school’s leaders created a plan that expressed their 
desired growth in the new space.

Concordia’s 30-year master plan seeks to address 
what to do with student housing, parking, office and 
classroom space. It will also focus on the expansion of 
athletics and other amenities.

This year, the administration will revise the plan and 
consider linking buildings together, building vertically and 
enclosing the walkway that bisects the campus.
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin
313-3000 • www.concordia.edu

4  EWCHEC–Hutto
Temple College and Texas State Technical College 

Waco opened the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center–Hutto in July in its temporary location 
at 555 Limmer Loop. Classes begin Aug. 29. 

TSTC will provide technical instruction, and Temple 
College will have a limited offering of traditional 
academic courses. Certificate programs offered by TSTC 
include air conditioning and refrigeration technician, 
electrical construction and food service operations. The 
campus will be located on the east side of Toll 130 after 
construction is finished in 2013. 
555 Limmer Loop, Hutto 
846-1446 • www.ewchec.com

5  Huston-Tillotson University
Huston-Tillotson University will bring back its 

Bachelor of Arts in communication degree this fall. The 
updated major integrates contemporary applications 
across multiple platforms for the next wave of media 
professionals seeking education. The school will also 
simultaneously open its new communication center that 
will be housed in the Agard-Lovinggood Building. 

“Students interested in studying communication 
at Huston-Tillotson University will be offered every 
opportunity to develop their skills to meet the challenges 
of contemporary media and remain competitive in a highly 
competitive field,” said Dr. Carol Adams Means, Huston-
Tillotson associate professor of communication arts.
900 Chicon St., Austin
505-3000 • www.htu.edu 

6  Southwestern University
Southwestern University received a $3 million gift 

toward the construction of a new science center from 
the Cullen Foundation of Houston in June. The university 
is raising $24 million to redesign the Fondren-Jones 
Science Building, which was originally constructed in 
1954. A new wing was added in 1999. 

Ben Pierce, a biology professor, said the new facility 
would allow for more dynamic classrooms by providing 
more space for research and more modern equipment. 

Fundraising could last two years, with construction 
taking an additional 18 to 24 months, he said. New 
construction will add 37,000 square feet of space, 
making the space total more than 100,000 square feet.
1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown
863-6511 • www.southwestern.edu

7  St. Edward’s University 
St. Edward’s University helps students prepare to 

be a part of the digital media world through two new 
programs. The Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Digital Media Management, which launched in fall 2010, 
and the Bachelor of Arts in Interactive Game Studies 
that begins this fall both give students an opportunity to 
study the technologically savvy world of video games. 

The programs are in response to a growing need in 
the industry for professionals who have a creative as 
well as a business and management background, said 
Gregg Perry, an assistant professor of digital media 
management at St. Edward’s. 
3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin
448-8400 • www.stedwards.edu 

8  Texas A&M Health Science Center
The Texas A&M Health Science Center Round Rock 

campus, which trains third- and fourth-year medical 
students, is on its way to offering graduate medical 
education. The College of Medicine has submitted an 
application to offer an accredited residency/graduate 
program in preventative medicine.

The Round Rock campus also launched a nursing 
program in summer 2010 in which registered nurses 
with an associate degree can earn their bachelor’s 
degree in nursing.

3950 N. A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock
341-4200 • http://medicine.tamhsc.edu/campuses/rr/
index.html

9  Texas State University-San Marcos
Texas State University-San Marcos named Eugene 

J. Bourgeois II as the new provost and vice president of 
academic affairs in May. Bourgeois assumed his new 
position in July when former Provost Perry Moore began 
his new role as the Texas State University System’s vice 
chancellor of academic affairs. 

In May, the TSUS Board of Regents approved designs 
for the Center for Research Commercialization that will 
be located on a 40-acre site owned by the university at 
Hunter Road and McCarty Lane in San Marcos. The new 
facility will serve as a technology accelerator for startup 
and early-stage businesses and will provide tenants 
access to labs, clean rooms and office space. 
601 University Drive, San Marcos 
245-2111 • www.txstate.edu

10  Texas State University’s St. David’s 
School of Nursing 

Texas State University’s St. David’s School of Nursing 
will begin its second year this fall, serving about 100 
more students at the campus in Round Rock.

The school offers bachelor’s degrees in nursing, and 
school officials say they hope to offer graduate programs 
once the school receives national accreditation in spring 
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2012.
The three-story, 79,000-square-foot building 

includes modern simulation labs equipped with the 
latest health care and computer technology.

Marla Erbin-Roesemann, director of the nursing 
school, said the university plans to construct two 
additional buildings to house the remainder of the 
College of Health professions and establish Round Rock 
as the Health Professions campus for Texas State.  
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock 
716-4000 • www.rrhec.txstate.edu

11  The University of Texas
The state budget passed by the 82nd Legislature 

reduced The University of Texas at Austin’s budget 
by $92 million for the biennium. The state currently 
supports 14 percent of UT’s budget. By the 2011–12 
fiscal year, that support will drop to 13.3 percent.

President Bill Powers said in a statement that UT 
anticipated the cuts and acted proactively by reducing 
spending by more than 10 percent.

“While we have done our best to protect UT’s 
academic programs, our students will encounter 
reduced student services, course offerings and financial 
aid,” Powers said.
2400 Inner Campus Drive, Austin
475-7348 • www.utexas.edu
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Highland Mall site is key to ACC growth

By Joe Olivieri
Austin Community College students 

may take classes in the Highland Mall 
property in a few years.

The district plans to use the former 
Dillard’s and Macy’s buildings, located off 
of Airport Boulevard near the junction 
of I-35 and Koenig Lane, as a temporary 
home for classes displaced by future cam-
pus renovations. The district will renovate 
the sites using bonds from a 2013 or 2014 
election and use the spaces for about 12 
years, according to a February overview of 
the facility master plan.

Bill Mullane, ACC’s executive director 
of facilities and construction, said campus 
expansions usually result in temporarily 
decreasing the student population due to a 
lack of classroom space.

By having so-called “swing” space, “we 
can put the students in [there] for the dura-
tion of construction and then move them 
back to the campus,” he said.

Moves to and from swing spaces would 
occur during summers, when enrollment is 
lower, according to the facility master plan. 

Neil Vickers, associate vice president 
of finance and budget, said swing space is 
a key part of implementing the district’s 
long-term plans.

“We are analyzing the [mall] property 
we have and will close on,” he said. “We are 
moving ahead with programming, identi-
fying what type of spaces we can provide 
and consolidating administrative offices.

“That’s going to take into early next year, 
beginning with a design process and reno-
vation next steps.”

Plans for upgrades
According to the facility master plan 

overview, “The Austin Community College 
District relies on master planning to man-
age growth and change through compre-
hensive strategic planning processes which 
are closely aligned with the institution’s 
purpose and mission.”

In July, ACC’s board of trustees adopted 

its full 2012 –14 master plan, the district’s 
guiding document to meet its goals and 
mission. Those goals include expanding 
capacity, enhancing student success and 
expanding fiscal capacity through bond 
programs and annexations.

Another main goal is to increase space 
to meet future enrollment projections. In 
2010, the district enrolled 44,100 students. 
ACC is projected to have 52,750 students 
by 2015 and 65,952 a decade after that.

Consistent with census data, much of 
that growth is predicted to come from 
suburban areas, Mullane said. 

To address that growth, the district 
plans to expand the Round Rock campus 
and build new campuses in Leander, Elgin 
and Kyle, called the Hays Campus.

The Elgin Campus is expected to open 
in August 2013, and the Hays Campus may 
open in 2014, according to the master plan.

Mullane and Vickers said many of 
the master plan’s recommendations do 
not necessarily increase capacity but do 
improve facilities. 

The facility master plan recommends 
increasing the amount of gross square feet 
of space per student.

It states that ACC campuses average 
less than 35 gross square feet per student. 
When all construction and renovation is 
complete, the district expects to provide  
50 gross square feet per student. 

The plan calls for adding 26,200 to 
352,600 gross square feet to older cam-
puses. Those figures include classroom 
spaces as well as study spaces, computer 
labs, libraries and recreational spaces.

“We want to get additional space for the 
students. We are adding more learning labs 

and places where students study and spend 
time. They need more of it,” Mullane said.

Parking improvements
The college plans to improve parking 

wherever possible as well. 
“At the new campuses, we rely on surface 

parking,” Vickers said. “We are trying to 
acquire significantly large spaces at Elgin 
and Hays. If we wind up growing past 
10,000 to 12,000 [students], the optimum 
size for a campus, we may have to build a 
parking structure.”

The master plan suggests building or 
expanding structured parking to free up 
ground space on campuses where neigh-
boring land is impractical or impossible to 
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“We want to get additional space for 
the students ...They need more of it.”

—Bill Mullane
 ACC’s executive director 

 of facilities and construction

acquire. It recommends more structured 
parking at the Cypress Creek, Eastview, 
Northridge, Pinnacle, Rio Grande and 
South Austin campuses. 

Existing spaces
Mullane said the most intriguing part 

of the plan is renovating existing spaces.
“Using the mall and temporary cam-

puses, we can move instructions and all 
functions at a part of a campus there ... 
while we can upgrade facilities,” he said. 
“If we are able to do that sequentially over 
the next 10 to 14 years, we can get all of our 
existing campuses where they need to be.”

Source: ACC
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ELITE WIRELESS

Academic excellence and global learning in the heart in Texas 

 

At Abercorn International School, we offer a tailor-made teaching approach 
incorporating the globally acclaimed International Baccalaureate  
with the best of the British curriculum.  

  Proudly educating boys and girls from 2 ½ - 11 years old. 

 Small class sizes for individualized attention. 

 Mandarin and Spanish from 2½ years old. 

 25 year track record of success in the US  
and internationally. 

Abercorn International School - Austin 
Open House August 18th at 10am: Private tours daily: Rolling admissions 

www.abercorninternational.org  512 – 222– 9180 
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Regional  HigHer education   Focus 2011

Technology, teaching 
among fastest-growing 
careers in Central Texas

By Tiffany Young
Of the projected 25 fastest-growing, 

highest-paid occupations in Central Texas 
between 2009 and 2019, 16 of them require 
a bachelor’s degree or a doctorate, accord-
ing to a 2009 study by employment and 
economic analysis firm Economic Mod-
elling Specialists Inc. developed for E3 
Alliance. E3 Alliance, Education Equals 
Economics, is an organization focused on 
the entire regional educational system.

Nursing and teaching are among the 
fastest-growing fields. Recent budget cuts 
for government-related careers are not 
expected to affect the growing need for 
teachers in the region by much because 
people are still moving to the area, said 
Drew Scheberle, senior vice president of 
education and talent development for the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce. 

Scheberle and E3 Alliance Director of 
Analysis and Alignment Hannah Gourgey 
both agree that many of the high-paying, 
fast-growing careers will require some 
post-secondary training. 

“We have determined by 2018, this 
region alone is going to need 15,000 more 
STEM-related [Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics–related] 
positions,” Gourgey said. 

She said high school students should get 
the broadest outlook on careers they can 
when making post–high school plans. 

“Understanding the emerging fields, 
such as green technology, I think, is really 
important. But [you should] also recognize 
where your aptitudes are and try to figure 
out how they connect to the career oppor-
tunities in Central Texas,” Gourgey said. 

For students who do not pursue higher 
education, the retail and food service 
industries are also projected to grow.

“[These industries] don’t require a high 
threshold of education, but the wages are 
low and there’s no career growth in it,” 

Gourgey said. 
She said increasingly employers are 

expecting their employees to have some 
form of higher education to compete and 
that responsibility for learning, work 
ethics, problem-solving, critical thinking, 
persistence and task completion are highly 
valued workforce readiness skills.

“A growing consensus of employers, 

teachers, faculty and community practitio-
ners argue that these qualities are essential 
ingredients to success,” Gourgey said. 

Scheberle added knowing multiple lan-
guages, basic programming and technical 
writing to the list of skills needed. 

He said graduating high school students 
should think before enrolling in liberal 
arts, unless there is a clear plan in its use.

“My recommendation is to have a clear 
exit plan for a graduate education,” Sche-
berle said. 

The Chamber is conducting a study by 
interviewing 80 companies about their tal-
ent needs and how to meet those needs. 

“We want to make sure we are solving 
problems that exist and not ones we think 
exist,” Scheberle said. 

 Source: E3 Alliance and Economic Modelling Specialists Inc.

                                            

                                                Occupation Additional 
jobs 
2009–15

Average 
annual 
salary

Some 
college

Associate 
degree

Bachelor’s 
degree

Doctorate or 
1st professional 
degree

Additional training 
or certificate

Post-secondary teachers 5,184 $65,000 •

Computer software engineers, applications 3,619 $89,190 •

Accountants and auditors 3,207 $52,790 •

Registered nurses 3,170 $59,925 • Licensing exam

Elementary school teachers, except special education 3,090 $54,205 • Licensing exam

Computer systems analysts 2,539 $70,512 •

Sales representatives, services, all other 2,356 $50,606 •

Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing, 
except technical and scientific products

2,236 $53,664 •

Personal financial advisers 1,972 $43,992 •

Computer software engineers, systems software 1,852 $87,922 •

Business operation specialists, all other 1,784 $64,064 •

Network systems and data communications analysts 1,444 $56,368 •

Lawyers 1,326 $82,659 • Licensing exam

Middle school teachers, except special and vocational 
education

1,320 $55,827 • Licensing exam

Police and sheriff’s patrol officers 1,251 $40,206 • On-the-job training

Construction managers 1,225 $50,482 •

Securities, commodities and financial services 1,175 $49,712 •

Industrial engineers 1,173 $79,706 •

Secondary school teachers, except special and          
vocational education

1,157 $58,094 • Licensing exam

Physicians and surgeons 1,071 $135,970 • Licensing exam

Financial analysts 1,019 $65,686 •

Network and computer systems administrators 964 $57,387 •

Firefighters 944 $42,141 • On-the-job training

Computer support specialists 937 $42,266 •

Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing, 
technical and scientific products

779 $79,747 •

$

Projected 25 fastest-growing, highest-paid occupations in central texas from 2009–19
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AUSTIN
ARC Far West 
Medical Tower
6811 Austin Center Blvd., 
Suite 410
Austin, TX 78731
Phone: 512.324.2705

ARC South
3828 South 1st St.
Austin, TX 78704
Phone: 512.443.1311

Ladera Park
11673 Jollyville Rd., 
Suite 205-B
Austin, TX 78759
Phone: 512.345.8888

Medical Park Tower
1301 West 38th St., 
Suite 400
Austin, TX 78705
Phone: 512.324.3440

Southwest Health Plaza I
7900 FM 1826, 
Suite 170
Austin, TX 78737
Phone: 512.324.9250

BASTROP
Seton Bastrop Health 
Plaza
441 Hwy 71 W., Suite C
Bastrop, TX 78602 
Phone: 512.324.3440 

BURNET
Seton Burnet 
Specialty Clinic
200 CR 340A, Bldg. 2, 
Suite A
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512.715.3032

LOCKHART
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Lockhart
209 Church Street, 
Suite A
Lockhart, TX 78644
Phone: 512.504.0860
 
LULING
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Luling
711 Hackberry Street
Luling, TX 78644
Phone: 512.504.0860

GIDDINGS
Giddings Professional 
Crossing
219 A. East Railroad
Giddings Texas 78942
Phone: 979.542.9000

KYLE
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Hays
5103 Kyle Center Drive, 
Suite 108
Kyle, TX 78640
Phone: 512.504.0860

PFLUGERVILLE
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Stone Hill
1512 Town Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Phone: 512.324.4812

ROUND ROCK
ARC Round Rock
940 Hesters Crossing
Round Rock, TX 78681 
Phone: 512.324.2705 

Seton Williamson 
Medical Plaza 1
301 Seton Parkway, 
Suite 302
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512.324.4812

For more than 25 years, the Seton Healthcare Family has been a 
regional leader in advanced care for heart failure. Now the Seton 
Heart Institute offers you convenient access to top cardiovascular 
specialists close to home. From prevention and diagnosis to 
treatment and follow-up care, we’re caring for hearts all across 
Central Texas.

For appointments, please call the clinic nearest you. Chances are, 
we’re just around the corner.

CARING FOR THE 
HEART OF TEXAS

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T
SetonHeart.com

2203_DOM ad 4.9167x6.04.pdf   1   8/1/11   10:54 AM

www.�nleysformen.com

Students and teachers, look your best on the �rst day of class.
Show your school  ID and receive 20% o� during the month of  August.

As always, sit back, relax and enjoy our full service barbershop.
Haircuts |  Shaves |  Color Treatments |  Manicures |  Waxing Ser vices 

Facials  |  Shave Products & Gif ts  |  Complimentar y Drinks  

Lakeway
(512) 394-8684  

Westlake
(512) 520-8326

900 Ranch Road 620 South Suite A108
Near Roco’s and JavaDive

701 S. Capital Of Texas Hwy. Suite F620
Near Hangtown Grill and Jos. A. Bank
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With an auto loan from Broadway Bank, you get 
a rate as low as 3.99% APR1 plus a $100 Visa 
Gift Card.2 But, it gets even better. This low rate 

applies to NEW and USED vehicles and even when you 
REFINANCE your existing auto loan. But act now, this offer is 
good for a limited time only.

Hurry! Offer ends August 31, 2011.

Bee Cave Banking Center | 12101 Bee Caves Rd. Bldg. 3
512.465.6510 | 800.531.7650 | broadwaybank.com

38 Neighborhood Banking Centers | Member FDIC

1 APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective as of 5/15/11. All terms, rates and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rate shown 
 assumes excellent borrower credit history and includes a 0.25% discount for automatic payments from a Broadway Bank account. Your rate may  
 vary. Additional discount available for military customers who meet eligibility requirements. Minimum auto loan amount is $5,000. Refinanced  
 loans must be from another financial institution. All loans subject to credit approval, verification and collateral evaluation. Other conditions may  
 apply. 2 One gift card per household. Gift is non-transferable. Cost of gift may be IRS reportable. Other conditions may apply. See representative 
 for details. Offer valid through August 31, 2011.

auto loan
– rates as low as –

399%
APR1

NEW | USED | REFINANCED

Receive a $100 Visa® Gift Card2

Low rate and 
cash in your 
pocket

UBT_ComImpact_HalfPgAd_June.indd   1 6/23/11   3:31 PM
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Trails
Continued from | 1

Trails at 620 begins in August and vertical 
building will begin Sept. 1, weather permit-
ting. Businesses in Phase 1 are expected to 
begin opening in early 2012 and continue 
throughout the year.

Dinner and a show
On June 20, the developers announced 

Galaxy Theatre, an upscale traditional cin-
ema and luxury dinner theater, would be 
the anchor business for Phase 1, with a  
1,500-seat theater within 11 auditoriums 
on the southwest side of the development. 
Four of the auditoriums are dubbed Direc-
tor’s Choice, featuring premium dine-in the-
aters, which include reserved seating, plush 
recliners and in-theater food and beverage 
services. The other seven screens will be gen-
eral admission. Patrons can also order off 
an extensive wine, beer and cocktail list in 
Director’s Choice auditoriums.

“We plan to make Galaxy Theatre at the 
Trails the first choice in movie entertainment 
in the Austin area,” Speaks said.

Moviegoers can anticipate watching films 
at Galaxy as soon as June 2012.

Traffic and competition
While the RR 2222/RR 620 intersection is 

already bogged down with traffic, the devel-
opers do not believe they will be adding to it.

“The traffic in this area is congested to 
say the least,” Sloan said. “Going north on  
[RR] 620 is time-consuming and not the 
most convenient for area residents to go out 
to eat, to shop or to go to movies. We feel like 
this will be a good location for a large popu-
lation.”

Instead of increasing traffic, Speaks 
believes the development will absorb traffic.

“We think we’re going to pull traffic off 
the road,” Speaks said. “Because instead of 
everyone having to drive to Lakeline [Mall] 
to shop or eat, we’ll pull them off five miles 
sooner.”

Speaks said a Randalls under construc-
tion in Steiner Ranch on RR 620, south of  
RR 2222, has not affected their building 
plans. There is also a nearby H-E-B at the  
RR 620 and RR 2222 intersection.

“The Randalls is strictly a Steiner devel-
opment,” Speaks said. “And we’re actually a 
development on [RR] 620 that’s going to pull 
from a different area.”

Because the Galaxy Theatre in The Trails 
at 620 will be one of the only theaters serving 
the West Austin area, Sloan believes people 
will drive farther to visit the shopping center.

The nearest theater is about four miles 
away at Regal Lakeline Mall with 1890 Ranch 
Cinemark in Cedar Park about 10 miles 
away. However, there are no theaters in Aus-
tin to the south or west of the planned Trails 
at 620, and the closest to the east is about a 
10-mile drive to the Arboretum area.

“A theater, just by the nature of it, we feel 
will be more of a regional draw, because 
there’s not a theater like it offering the large 
screen, the dinner theater combinations and 
reserved seating,” Sloan said.

Phase 2
Edge Realty Partners is preleasing for 

Phase 2, which will begin construction in 
late fall at the earliest. Sloan said the devel-
opment will be more traditional retail with a 
combination of local and chain stores.

Some of the timing, she said, depends on 
signing an anchor tenant for the project, 
most likely a grocery store.

“We would love to have a specialty grocer, 
pet services, office services and some cloth-
ing stores,” Sloan said.

Phase 2 is anticipated to open about a year 

to a year-and-a-half after Phase 1.

Preserving the land
Of the original 169 acres, about 100 of 

those were given to Travis County for pres-
ervation and about nine more acres were 
sold to the county for additional preserve, 
leaving about 60 acres for development.

Because the area is in a sensitive environ-
ment, with endangered species in the nearby 
Canyonlands Preserve, construction must be 
planned carefully.

“We can’t start Phase 2 until after Sep-
tember because of environmental issues 
with nesting birds,” Sloan said. “We’ve tried 
to design [The Trails at 620] to save a maxi-
mum number of oak trees and take advan-
tage of the natural terrain.” 

Movies and family fun

Galaxy Theatre at The Trails at 620 will include 
surround sound and four-story screens. All floor-
to-ceiling screens will include 3-D projection.

Developer Rodney Speaks said he envisions 
a family-friendly center with a playscape and 
running trail with views of nature. 

1

2

1   Galaxy Theatre

2   Playscape

3   Main entrance

4   Flores Mexican Restaurant

5   Schlotzsky’s Deli

6   Freddy’s Frozen Custard

The Trails at 620
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Rajat Gupta, MD
Board Certifi ed in Neurology & Pain Medicine
Former Instructor of Pain Management at 
Johns Hopkins University

TREATMENT FOR:
• Headaches

• Spine Pain

• Fibromyalgia

• Other Chronic Pain Disorders

4407 Bee Caves Road, Ste 211 | Austin, Texas 78746 | 512-330-0961

www.HeadacheandPain.com

– in Westlake –

Come Grow Young With Us

12101 Bee Cave Road, Suite 5-E, Austin, TX 78738 | (512)263-9600 | www.TrioLifeFitness.net

Join us today, membership 
prices increase September 1st!!

Do you need help with increasing bone 
density? Building your immune system? 
Detoxification? Increased metabolism?

Try a Cardiolates class today and start 
losing weight, getting stronger and 

healthier with every class!

NEW BAR CLASSES at 
TRIO LIFE FITNESS

YOGA § SPIN § PILATES
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Has Your Front Door
Worn Out Its Welcome?

$30 OFF
Purchases 
$250 - $600

The Front Door Company 
Specializes in:
• Rustic Doors
• French Doors
• Leaded/Beveled 
Glass Doors

• Wrought Iron Doors
• Custom Glass Shop
• Staining & Sealing

Must present at time of purchase. One coupon per customer. 
Offer NOT valid on previous purchases or house accounts.

Visit our showroom
5209 NORTH LAMAR
512.459.9034

www.thefrontdoorco.com FREE ESTIMATES

BEFORE

• CUSTOM DOORS & GLASS
• IRON DOORS
• ON-SITE GLASS REPAIRS
• ON-SITE REFINISHING

AFTER

$120 OFF
Purchases 
$601 - $2500

$250 OFF
Purchases 
$2501+

Expires 9/30/11
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Testing
Continued from | 1
to develop a new state assessment test.

Suzanne Marchman, TEA spokeswoman, 
said there were several things that prompted 
a new test, but placing a larger emphasis on 
college- and career-readiness is what drove 
the change.

“At the high school level, [legislators] 
wanted the test to indicate that the students 
understood the Texas curriculum—which 
is what TAKS does—but also show whether 
students were ready for college or post-sec-
ondary education or training for a career,” 
she said.

Marchman said the TEA received many 
complaints from the public and legislators 
about TAKS, including that high school 
instructors had to re-teach old material to 
prepare for the tests.

The STAAR test will also have new “grid-
dable” answers on math and science tests, 
Marchman said. In addition to multiple 
choice, some questions in the math and sci-
ence portions now ask students to bubble in 
the calculation themselves.

“It’s more difficult and moves more toward 
critical thinking as opposed to memoriza-
tion-type questions,” she said.    

Notorious EOC exams
TEA’s solution to counter-intuitive 

rehashing of old material is STAAR’s 12 
end-of-course exams. Instead of passing 
the TAKS test’s four exit-level subject area 
tests in order to receive their diploma, 

students will have to take and reach a pass-
ing cumulative score on all 12 EOC exams.

Linda Rawlings, principal at Westlake 
High School in Eanes ISD, said she has 
mixed feelings about the new tests. 

Rawlings said she expects the transition to 
be challenging, though the EOC exams will 
better reflect the actual coursework students 
are exposed to in a given semester.

“When you do the biology EOC [test], it’s 
going to follow that biology class,” she said. 
“Now, they’re going to take more tests, which 
takes more time statewide. But that’s sort of 
the tradeoff.”

More tests could overwhelm advanced 
placement students, who also have to take 
national AP exams during the first two 
weeks of May, Rawlings said.

“The EOCs offer a better solution on the 
one hand because they [track progress]. But 
like most high school principals, I think we 
would all tell you we’re concerned about how 
this is going to happen logistically,” she said.

Student trajectory
One of the most important changes in 

the STAAR test, Marchman said, is the 
ability for educators to track student prog-
ress from year to year.

The progress measures will be strength-
ened over time, as new testing results are 
available from previous years. The indicator 
will be able to provide an early warning for 
students who are not on track to pass a future 
grade or might not be ready for advanced 
math or English courses in high school.

This encourages parent Sandy Cox, whose  
daughter Reilly will enter sixth grade this 
month in LTISD. She said STAAR’s progres-
sive approach will save educators time and 
benefit students like her daughter.

“I like the fact that STAAR is looking for-
ward,” she said. “It’s trying to show students, 
‘Am I ready for the next grade? And even the 
next grade beyond?’”

Accountability ratings
Eanes and Lake Travis ISDs received 

Exemplary ratings from TEA on July 29—
the highest rating awarded based on TAKS 
scores, completion rates and annual drop-
out rates.

Those ratings will carry over through 
2012, as the state accountability system is 
overhauled in coordination with STAAR 
to something “very different,” Marchman 
said. Details will be worked out during the 
upcoming school year.

At LTISD, Pettit said nearly everyone at 
the district is receiving some sort of training 
in preparation for STAAR—administrators, 
school boards, counselors, teachers, parent-
teacher organizations, district committees 
and even custodians.

But with everyone prepared for the signifi-
cant changes to come, student success will 
still depend on one thing.

“I think you just have to have awful good 
teaching going on because I don’t see test 
strategies as being critical,” Pettit said. “I still 
see good instruction as being critical.”

The Texas Legislature passes a bill requiring 
basic skills competencies in math, reading 
and writing for grades 3, 5 and 9. Educators 
create the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills 
(TABS), which becomes the first test to be 
reported and the beginning of district account-
ability to the state.

Legislators require the assessment program to 
measure “minimum skills” rather than “basic 
skills competencies.” The Texas Educational 
Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) 
increases the difficulty and assesses grades 1, 
3, 5, 7 and 9. Passing the tests for 11th grad-
ers  in 1987 is required for graduation.

The Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
(TAAS) ups the difficulty once more and 
emphasizes academic skills over minimum 
skills. The TAAS also allows for more detailed 
performance data.

The legislature enacts a statewide account-
ability program rating districts and campuses 
using TAAS scores and other factors. Ratings 
are released publicly.

The 76th Texas Legislature mandates the 
Texas Education Agency to develop a new 
test, the Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (TAKS), which is aligned with state-
mandated curriculum, the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills.

Legislators orders TEA to develop a test with 
more rigorous questions based on critical 
thinking as opposed to memorization. College 
and career-readiness is emphasized.

Incoming high school freshmen become the 
first class to take the State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test.

1979

1986

1990

1993

1999

2009

2012

stAtE tEsting timElinE

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14027

Oak Canyon Dentistry
Dr. Steven Haase

Creating Beautiful Family Smiles

Dr. Steven Haase

12101 Bee Caves Road  |  Suite 5-H  |  Austin 78738
512-263-5566  |  www.oakcanyondentistry.com

2 Kids for the price of 1!
-comprehensive exam
-regular cleaning*
-full-mouth x-rays
-fluoride

Mom -OR- Dad, add child for FREE
-comprehensive exam
-regular cleaning*
-full-mouth x-rays
-fluoride

* in absence of periodontal disease

Appointments must be scheduled prior to September, 30, 2011

Back to School
Specials!

Option 1 Option 2

You’re Invited

Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. ©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 12723 0711 JB

To RSVP or to Reserve One of the last 10 Memberships please call 

512.261.7200 | hillsoflakewaycc.com

•	 Family	Friendly,	Food	and	Fun	–	Complimentary	Hot	Dogs,	
Burgers	and	Cool	Beverages

•	 Tours	of	the	New,	Expanded	Studio	Space	for	Group	Exercise,	
Indoor	Cycling,	Circuit	Training	and	Pilates

•	 Complimentary	Group	Exercise	Classes	and	Adult/Kids’	Tennis	Clinics	
available	on	the	hour

The World of Tennis Sports Complex Grand Re-Opening
Saturday, September 10 | 11 am – 2 pm

Last 10 Memberships available for $500

CLB12723-CommunityAdUpdate08.indd   1 7/29/11   11:05 AM
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Day Break Boat Rentals 
and Golf Park
Business has hosted lake activities since 1983

Trees fortress the road leading into 
Emerald Point Harbor, the home of 
Carlos’N Charlie’s restaurant and 

bar, Day Break Boat Rentals and a 1-acre 
miniature golf park overlooking the lake.

Day Break Golf Park is a time capsule 
of owner Brian Buckler’s memories—
with his childhood toys cemented in a 
boulder on the turf and a muskellunge 
fish, an old vacation souvenir, hanging in 
the park’s cabana-style clubhouse. 

The entrepreneur first cultivated his 
interest in the recreation field in 1974 
when hotel industry recruiters came to 
his community college in Detroit. He 
took a summer job at the Grand Canyon 
where he noticed the joy of vacationers.

“At one point in my life, I would have 
been content being a farmer,” Buckler 
said. “I wanted to be self-employed and 
work outdoors.”

In 1981, he moved his family to Texas. 
A poor economy drove him to College 
Station, where he worked for a year as 
a derrickhand, overseeing drilling fluid 
in the oil fields. Money saved from the 

BUSINESS

By Wendy Rubick

Day Break Boat Rentals and Golf Park owner Brian Buckler added miniature golf to his business in 2005.
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Daybreak Boat Rentals 
and Golf Park
5971 Hiline Road, Austin
Golf park and gemstone
mining: 266-9603
Boat rentals: 266-2176 
www.daybreakboatrentals.com

job as well as an inheritance served as 
startup funds for his first business. Dur-
ing his first seven years as a business-
man, he delivered newspapers to help 
make ends meet. 

At the age of 28, after a series of fac-
tory labor jobs in Detroit, he became a 
first-time business owner when he opened 
Day Break Boat Rentals in 1983. Buckler 
devoted two decades to the company, 
which rents out personal watercrafts and 
ski, pontoon, house and party boats, 
before opening the golf park in 2005. 

 “I had a seasonal business, so when I 
first started out, it was not easy,” he said. 
“I managed to get through it through the 
big three: work, luck, capital.” 

The majority of clientele are locals who 
come to the park to play miniature golf, 
celebrate a birthday or do gemstone min-
ing. At the gem mining station, water flows 
along a wooden trough, in which customers 
place a bag of sand and sift for gems.

“I’ve got a lot of kid in me, and I wanted 
something a little more family-oriented 
and not so much party-oriented,” 

Buckler said.
Buckler said he spends most of his 

days overseeing the rental company, the 
main source of his livelihood. Seventy-
hour workweeks take up his time, pick-
ing up supplies, changing oil, paying 
bills, redecking boats and doing other 
maintenance activities. 

“I originally wanted to go into wild-
life management, and I am managing 
wildlife down at that boat dock,” Buckler 
said. “A lot of these people who go out on 
these boats, they get a little wild.” 

Prices

• Personal watercrafts  $70 per hour
• Ski boat I   $85 per hour
• Ski boat II   $95 per hour
• Ultra deluxe pontoon  $80 per hour
• Party boat   $135 per hour

620

Hudson 
Bend Rd.

H
i-Line Rd.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14021

Stacy E. Miller, D.D.S., M.S.
CERTIFIED, AMERICAN BOARD OF ORTHODONTICS

www.drmillerorthodontist.com

Member American Association of Orthodontists

Specialist In Orthodontics
for

Children and Adults

(512) 263-1661

CALL FOR YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY 

ORTHODONTIC 
EXAM

Mention this ad and 
receive $50 OFF 
orthodontic x-rays!

Expires 9-30-11

"How about LEARNING TO FLY this for your business trips?"
Ask about our “Train While You Work Program”

We teach to optimum proficiency versus minimum standards

Confident Aviators trained by Top Instructors in 
the Technically Advanced Diamond DA40

www.flyifr.com
Georgetown Municipal Airport

Please contact Mark Wilson At 512-751-6275 to schedule an appointment

Now open in the Oak Grove Plaza near Faraday's 
Kitchen Store and Body Wise Gym.

512-266-8100
1603 Ranch Road 620N

Lakeway, TX 78734
www.620chiropractic.com

Dr. Ryan Smith
Gonstead Practitioner, Palmer Graduate

• GENTLE SPECIFIC CHIROPRACTIC

• FAMILY CARE • SPORTS REHAB

• AUTO/WORK INJURY

Also off ering acupuncture, 
neuromuscular massage, 

naturopathic care, 
nutrition and more

Most major insurance, personal injury and Medicare 
accepted. Aff ordable cash plans.

50% off first visit with this ad
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After a long career in the semiconduc-
tor industry—including managing 
and leading teams at Advanced 

Micro Devices and Fairchild Semiconduc-
tor—Russ Apfel retired. It wasn’t long, how-
ever, before the electrical engineer became 
interested in creating a better hearing aid. 

“I was surprised to find out how expen-
sive hearing aids were and how little con-
trol people had over [them],” Apfel said. 
“I also found out how many people had 
hearing loss and what a small percentage 
of people had hearing aids. [I] decided I 
should take a look at it and come up with 
some ideas on how we could make hear-
ing aids more affordable for people so we 
could get more people using them and 
give people more control.”

In 2009, Apfel formed Audiotoniq with a 
group of engineers and entrepreneurs who 
shared a belief in reinventing the hearing 
aid industry. 

About 17 percent of adults in the U.S. 
report some degree of hearing loss, accord-
ing to the National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communication Disorders, and 
the Better Hearing Institute of America 
reports that only 35 percent of those people 
are older than age 64.

CareCredit, a company that finances 
health-related procedures through credit, 
reported the average cost of digital hearing 
aids is about $3,000, whereas Audiotoniq 
plans on selling its version for about $1,800. 

Audiotoniq aids will also use recharge-
able lithium-ion batteries with a charge 
of up to 30 hours. Traditional aids have 
batteries that need changing every two to 
10 days. 

Audiotoniq, located near Wild Basin, 
off Capital of Texas Hwy., will release its 
first product in the Austin area by the end 
of September with the hopes of expanding 

Audiotoniq owner Russ Apfel will release the business’ first product, a hearing aid, in September.

to other major cities within Texas by the 
end of the year. 

On July 15, Audiotoniq’s hearing test 
system became available. The test provides 
an audiogram, which can be used to set 
up an individualized hearing aid that is 
programmed for a specific user’s hearing. 
The user can then download an application 
to his or her smartphone and make adjust-
ments as needed. 

“Using a Bluetooth interface, the user 
can control the hearing aid and adjust 
the parameters to improve performance,” 
Apfel said. 

For instance, if a hearing aid user walked 
into a noisy restaurant, he could open 
the application and make adjustments 
to the aid then, rather than scheduling 
an appointment with his audiologist to 
describe the problem he had while at the 
restaurant. 

“It just seemed more logical to us that if 
the user could make adjustments right on 
the spot while things were going on, they 
had a pretty good chance of getting it to 
work better,” Apfel said. “That’s the biggest 
difference between our device [and oth-
ers]—the user is pretty much in complete 
control and can modify their hearing expe-
rience when they want. Also, by coupling it 
with a smartphone, we can use the process-
ing and memory capability to remove some 
of the limitations other aids have.” 

The company staffs 14 employees in addi-
tion to outside contractors and consultants 
and expects to have some audiologists on 
staff when it rolls out its product.

Audiotoniq
961-4890 • www.audiotoniq.com
Twitter: @audiotoniq

By Tiffany Young

Audiotoniq
Hearing aids get an update
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Audiotoniq’s hearing aids are to be sold in Austin 
this fall.

A member of the team is always available, and the 
combination of skills and experience members bring 
to the transaction is well beyond what a single agent 
can offer.

• Austin Business Journal- Top Producing Team for the 
past 5 years

• Luxury Home Specialist

• 30 years + experience in real estate

• Our team consists of agents, a marketing specialist, 
and a contract to close coordinator- all here to make 
your move as smooth as possible

1921 Lohmans Crossing, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78734

Austin Texas Real Estate Experts
512-263-6700
www.pegsteam.com

Lakeway • Austin
Westlake

Buying or Selling...What Can Peg’s Team
Do To Help You?
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Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Advanced Facial Surgery and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Healthcare Family and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665
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DINING

A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and Café 
Serving up decadent desserts with a big slice of comfort 

I n late August, the inaugural Libbie’s 
Birthday Bash will be held at Austin 
Music Hall in downtown Austin. 

Complete with all the sweets you can eat, 
macaroni and cheese, and superhero or 
enchanted forest themes, the event will 
kick off Childhood Cancer Awareness 
month for September.

For Becky Nichols, owner of A Trip to 
Bountiful Bakery and Café, the birth-
day celebration is about focusing on the 
strength of the children battling cancer. 
The event bears the name of her daughter 
Libbie, who died of leukemia at the age of 
5 in 2004. 

Nichols was a caterer at the time and 
immediately decided to repay the kind-
ness she had received throughout the 
difficult years during her daughter’s ill-
ness, combining her love of cooking with 
providing comfort any way she could.

“I had a catering business for many 
years, and I knew food and I knew I 
needed to stay busy,” she said. 

Although the upcoming event is a first 
for Nichols, providing comfort and com-
passion to others through her bakery is no 
new mantra for her. She opened her first 
location off of Bee Caves Road in 2006 
and combined her business model with 
the nonprofit Loving Libbie Memorial 
Foundation by offering specialty cakes 
and macaroni and cheese to children 
leaving treatment at Children’s Blood and 
Cancer Center, Dell Children’s Hospital 
and the Ronald McDonald House. 

“The Libbie Foundation couldn’t have 
been here without the bakery, and I think 
they work so well together that I couldn’t 
imagine one existing without the other 
in any way,” Nichols said. “The bakery 
allows us to do a lot of things that I 
wouldn’t be able to do otherwise.” 

Inside the bakery’s second location, in 
Bee Cave, the decor is colorful and play-
ful with mismatched chandeliers hanging 
from the ceiling and bright pink decora-
tions lining the walls. Each location has 
a full menu, but the Bee Caves store, 
which is the larger of the two, offers a full 
breakfast menu. 

The original best seller, Nichols said, is 
the macaroni and cheese (cup $3.29, bowl 
$5.29). The first item she started donat-
ing to area hospitals and foundations, the 
macaroni is a staple comfort food and 
maintains its popularity with regulars. 

New dishes, like the fried green tomato 
and bacon sandwich ($8.49), have become 
a hit as well. But the real showstopper 
is the eye-catching items in the glass 
window at the counter: pink cupcakes; 
cookies shaped as birds, crowns and flow-
ers; buttermilk bars; and vibrant cakes. 
Customers order Nichols’ creations for 
anything from children’s birthday parties 
to wedding showers and dinner parties. 

 “[Our food] is more about comfort,” 
she said. “I always laugh when people ask 
what the lowest-calorie item on the menu 
is. Well, it is about portion control. Just 
don’t eat it all!” 

By Kate Hull

The Bee Cave location of A Trip to Bountiful Bakery 
and Café is located in the Shops at the Galleria.

A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and Café serves a fried 
green tomato and bacon sandwich with pasta.

Becky Nichols, owner of A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and Café, has locations in Bee Cave and Westlake.

Libbie’s Birthday Bash 
A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and Café and 
the Loving Libbie Foundation will host 
the inaugural birthday bash Aug. 27 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Austin Music Hall, 
208 Nueces St. The event kicks off the 
national month for Childhood Cancer 
Awareness in September. Becky Nichols 
hopes to make the event an annual one 
to show support for area children with 
cancer. 

Featuring Bountiful’s popular macaroni and 
cheese as well as other treats, the event 
will have obstacle courses, superhero- and 
princess-themed contests and other family-
friendly activities. Kids are admitted free to 
the event, and adults will pay an admission 
fee at a price not yet determined. 

Spotlight dishes
Fried green tomato and bacon: Hand-
breaded green tomatoes, cheddar, Swiss 
cheese and bacon on wheat berry bread 
with green goddess dressing, $8.49

Buttermilk bars: Rich buttermilk pie is 
served in individually portioned bars, a 
third-generation family recipe from Nichols’ 
great grandmother Grace, $2.48

Specialty cakes: Two-layered cakes 
vary in sizes and designs and feature 
vanilla, chocolate, red velvet, lemon and 
strawberry, $20–$139

A Trip to Bountiful Bakery and Café
3201 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 106, Austin
Phone-in and take-out: 328-7100
westlake@atriptobountiful.com
13011 Shops Parkway, Ste. 600, Bee Cave
Phone-in and take-out:  402-0043
www.atriptobountiful.com
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Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

• Premium Quality Shutters
• Arched Shutter Experts
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Buy Factory Direct and Save
• Fast Delivery- Call Today!
• Hunter Douglas Blinds & Shades

10321 Burnet Road         
 One mile north of 183
 behind Lighting Inc.

512-836-3388
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

Visit the Showroom or
Call for a Free Estimate

1905 RR 620 N.         
 3 miles west of Mansfield Dam
 (former Blind & Shutter Expo location)

512-266-0002
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

New Lakeway Location
Now Open- Visit Today!

Summer Sale Going on Now - Best Offers of the Year

AustinWindowFashions.comAustinWindowFashions.com

Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

More info and offers online AustinWindowFashions.com

                                               Come by and visit the beautiful showroom on RR 620 
where you can see, touch and operate a wide selection of blinds, shades and
real wood plantation shutters, now in our convenient Lakeway location.

Blinds, Shades, Shutters & ServiceBlinds, Shades, Shutters & Service

Austin Window Fashions
is excited to announce our
NEW LOCATION in Lakeway

is NOW OPEN!

Must present coupon at time of order. Can be used in conjunction with posted Specials.
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Cannot be applied toward previous orders. Limit 
one coupon per customer. Valid at both AWF locations. See store for details. Expires 9-15-11

$50 OFF purchase 
of $1500

$50 OFF
In Celebration of Our New Lakeway Location

AUG

28

GRAND OPENING

{

 FOOD  DRINKS  LIVE MUS IC with WARREN HOOD 

iverbend church

riverbend.com
4214 Capital of Texas Hwy N.

Student & 
Children’s Center
NEW

9:15AM-1PMSUNDAY

Nobody expects more from us than we do®

FAUCETS.     FIXTURES.     APPLIANCES.     LIGHTING. 

COUNT ON US
1,350 locations. All 50 states. 

300 showrooms. 17,000 associates. 

58 years in business. 

At Ferguson, it’s true that our inventory is huge with thousands of your top items 
in stock every day.  And we fill your orders accurately and right away.  

But there is one thing we supply that building professionals have come to rely on 
again and again for over 58 years - our people. Our associates make certain you 

can count on Ferguson - where friendly service, expertise, and a willingness to go 
the extra mile are never in short supply.

© 2011 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved.

Lakeway: 2300 Lohmans Spur, Suite 170 (512) 402-9223

FERGUSON.COM
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PEOPLE

Becky Motal
New LCRA general manager focuses on communication
By Tiffany Young

On July 1, Becky Motal became the first woman to lead the Lower Colorado River 
Authority, a nonprofit public utility, in the role of general manager after Tom Mason’s res-
ignation in June. Motal began her work at LCRA in 1972 as an accounting clerk and most 
recently was the organization’s executive manager of external affairs. Motal, a fourth-
generation Texan, has three degrees: a bachelor’s degree in math from The University of 
Texas; a law degree from UT School of Law; and a business degree from UT’s Executive 
MBA program. A self-professed fan of music and a movie buff, Motal says she often uses 
quotes from “Star Wars” to illustrate a point when speaking to a group.

What’s your favorite quote?
There are two and they’re relevant to 

LCRA. When you think about the fact we’ll 
be going through a lot of change, [many] 
employees fear what’s going to happen. It’s 
based on their perspective. 

In “Star Wars,” there was a scene 
where Luke Skywalker has found out that 
Darth Vader is his father, and his mentor, 
Obi-Wan, had not told him that. Luke is 
going, ‘Why didn’t you tell me? I needed to 
know that.’ Obi Wan says something like, 
‘Anakin Skywalker no longer exists, and 
Darth Vader is an evil person.’ And Luke 
says, ‘Well, you should have told me the 
truth.’ Obi Wan says, ‘You’ll find that some 
of the truths we hold are based on our own 
perception of reality.’

If you think about that, it is really so 
true. Everybody’s truths are based on their 

perceptions. I think that is true for an orga-
nization needing to change, and I think 
it’s important to create as many common 
perceptions as we can. 

The other one is because [LCRA] needs 
to change. Luke Skywalker is sort of stuck 
in the mud with his spaceship and can’t 
get off the planet if he’s not able to use the 
Force to lift the spaceship up. He tells Yoda, 
‘I’ll try.’ Yoda says, ‘Try not—do or do not. 
There is no try.’ 

Again, we’ve got to do more than try. 
We’ve got to get it done because it’s impor-
tant. Employees now email me saying, ‘May 
the force be with you.’

What changes, if any, do you plan on 
bringing to LCRA as general manager?

Some of the changes are a new look, a 
refocus on our customers, our communities 

and our stakeholders. LCRA is here 
because, over the years, we have brought 
value to the communities. 

How do you plan on balancing the different 
priorities you have going on right now?

The priority will always be what’s in the 
best interest of our communities and our 
customers and providing services. 

What do you see as your main role?
To lead the change. We need to have 

change so we’re better positioned and bet-
ter structured to accomplish what we’ve 
got to accomplish. We’ve got to become 
more cost-competitive. To do that, we do 
it smart, strategically and very targeted—
by targeting the costs driving you to be 
not competitive. The general manager 

is probably the best person to lead with 
credibility. 

How will selling the water and wastewater 
systems affect LCRA and its communities?

If you go back to why we got in the water 
and wastewaster utility business it was in 
large part to try to help smaller systems 
become compliant with either Clean Water 
Act rules or different federal or state regula-
tions. I think over the years we found that 
without a concentration of retail customers, 
LCRA is not really a good model for being 
in the utility business. The board decided 
that just the rate increases we would need 
for those systems to be paying their own 
way would be fairly significant. Each sys-
tem [we have] has to stand on its own two 
feet financially. 
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Y o u r  V i s i o n ,  O u r  E x p e r t i s e !

S e r v i n g  t h e  A u s t i n  &  S a n  A n t o n i o  M e t r o p l e x

SHUTTERS  BLINDS  SHADES  FAUX IRON

25% OFF BLINDS

10% OFF SHUTTERS

512-268-1300 | www.envisionwindowcoverings.com

Y V i i O E t i !

Exp: 9/16/11. Coupons must be present.
Not valid with any other offer.

Exp: 9/16/11. Coupons must be present.
Not valid with any other offer.

We Bring The Showroom To You!  •  Free Estimates & Installation

Claudia Legere, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

www.steinerranchprimarycare.com

MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Complete Physical Exams
• Well Woman Exams
• Immunizations
• School and Sports Physicals
• Acute and Chronic Disease 

Management
• Minor Injuries

New Patients Welcome!
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXCEPTIONAL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPTIONAL CARE!

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Steiner 
Ranch Blvd.

2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430
512-266-8877  

Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm

Dr. Li-Tai Chuo, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine
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TexHealth Central Texas
Nonprofit makes health care available to small businesses in Texas

T   exHealth, a nonprofit that provides 
low-cost health insurance to small 
businesses, was made possible by a 

bill passed by the Texas Legislature in 2007 
allowing three-share programs in Texas. 

The 2007 census showed Texas as hav-
ing the most uninsured residents in the 
country. 

Three-share programs divide the cost 
of health care between the business, the 
employer and, if the employee makes less 
than $32,600, a grant, which pays $100 of 
the total monthly health care cost of $269. 

The first TexHealth system, set up in 
Galveston by current TexHealth Central 
Texas CEO and President James Rodriguez 
in 2008, enrolled 470 people within its first 
three months. 

Rodriguez was recruited from Ohio 
because of his experience in insurance and 
health care management. 

In 2009, the TexHealth Central Texas 
board recruited him to assist in setting up 
a similar program in the region of Travis, 
Hays, Williamson, Burnet, Caldwell and 
Bastrop counties.

Grants to provide funding for the Cen-
tral Texas region were provided in January 

NONPROFIT

By Tiffany Young

President and CEO of TexHealth James Rodriguez 
began three-share programs in Texas after a state 
law made the program possible.
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TexHealth 
Central Texas 
4315 Guadalupe St., 
Ste. 303, Austin
524-2618
http://texhealthct.org

2010, allowing Rodriguez to return to 
Galveston, but upon returning, he real-
ized he missed Austin and the board he 
had been working with in the region. He 
applied for the CEO/president position and 
has been coordinating the area’s three-per-
son staff, about a dozen outside agents and 
the nonprofit’s vendors ever since. 

There are some drawbacks to Tex-
Health—the coverage covers up to $130,000 
per year versus a traditional health care 
program, which tends to cover up to  
$1 million and the service is only available 
to the employees, not their families. How-
ever, Rodriguez said none of their insured 
participants have come close to meeting 
that limit and having the breadwinner 
healthy is important to families’ finances. 

Other than certain limitations, the 
health care provided is similar to any other 
provider an employer might offer to an 
employee. TexHealth participants have 
access to any doctor within the United-
Healthcare network. The program includes 
comprehensive care, including physical 
therapy and specialists. 

Rodriguez said they differ from some 
providers by focusing on early detection. 

“Our whole focus is, ‘Let’s catch it 
early,’” Rodriguez said. “We encourage 
talking to your doctor and not waiting 
until you can’t stand [an ailment] to go 
[see a doctor].”

He said TexHealth stands on three pil-
lars, with the first two being early detec-
tion and prevention with the third, relying 
on care management, as the last resort. 

Qualifying businesses

More than 200 small businesses in the Central Texas 
area are using TexHealth for their insurance programs. 
To qualify, a business must have between two and 50 
employees, the business could not have offered group 
insurance to its employees in the past six months and at 
least 60 percent of eligible employees must sign up. 

Cost breakdown
Salaried employee making less than $32,600

• Cost for the employee per month: $84.50
• Cost for the employer per month: $84.50
• Grant per month: $100
• Deductible: $250

Salaried employee making more than $32,600

• Cost for the employee per month: $134.50
• Cost for the employer per month: $134.50
• Grant per month: N/A
• Deductible: $250

MoPac

45th St.

38th St.

G
ua

da
lu

pe
 S

t.

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

3300 Bee Cave Rd.
Randall’s Shopping Center

Mon-Sat 9-7 • Sun 12-5
512-306-1121

WESTLAKE
2303 RR 620 S.

Randall’s Shopping Center
Mon-Sat 9-7 • Sun 12-5

512-344-9111

LAKEWAY

www.tomlinsons.com

BUY 2 CANS OR CASES, GET 1 FREE

Minced, Sliced and Cubed formulas in 12 fl avorsome choices 
your cat will LOVE!

A NEW Wellness
for your cat!

6 Austin area locations. See our website for more store specials and location information.

Offer good through August 31, 2011. Available in convenient 3 oz. serving size cans.

Bikram Yoga 
Now in Lakeway!

beneFIT
bikram yoga 

Healthy Body
Healthy Mind
Healthy Life

beneFITby.comSign Up Now!

Grand
Opening Special

Consecutive 
Days of 

Unlimited Yoga

for

Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson 
Bend Dr.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N
Lakeway, TX 78734
512.215.4022

Discover the
beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

facebook.com/beneFITby
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Falconhead

Craftsman-style  • single story homes •  from the $230’s

Exceptional Amenities Include:
• Private Pool and Covered Pavilion
• homes from the $230’s -  low $300’s
• 51 spectacular single-story homes
• full lawn maintenance 
• lowest Property taxes in 
 travis County
• Wooded homesites
• Certified green home Builder
• lake travis schools

Keep Your 
Family Close... 
Spectacular location with views, 
quality crafted single-story 
homes, a lifestyle of comfort and 
efficiency, and the lowest property 
taxes in Travis County... Spillman 
Ridge is the perfect place to live for 
you or your extended family.

SpillmanRidge.com

Call (512) 373-8977

14501 falCon head Blvd.
Bee Cave, texas 78738

* Limitations apply. See Sales Counselors for details and restrictions.

FREE OUT DOOR LIVING PACKAGE
Purchase by Aug. 31st and  receive Expanded 
Patio, Ornamental Steel Fencing with Stone 
Columns and Stone Wall Grille Enclosure.*
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open a restaurant based around 
fresh, healthy seafood and one of 
Texas’ signature foods: steak.
Full story by Taylor Short at  
more.impactnews.com/13818

Impacts

Now Open
Central Austin JuiceOver, 
a smoothie shop dedicated to 
providing healthy icy treats, 
celebrated its grand open-
ing June 29 at West Fifth and 
Walsh streets. The location 
offers custom-made smooth-
ies and its exclusive JuiceOver 
blend that features cactus 
plant. 585-2263

Southwest Austin The Art 
Garage opened June 1 at 11190 
Circle Drive, offering a variety 
of art projects for children 
including camps, classes and 
art parties. Summer camps 
that run Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m– 
2 p.m. take place through mid-
August. 852-9900,  
www.theartgarageaustin.com

Cedar Park Mad Coins, 
251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 114 A, 
Cedar Park, recently opened 
under Michael and Dawn 
Egger. The store is a full-
service coin shop that sells 
certified and uncertified coins 
as well as other collectibles. 
Customers can also buy and 
sell gold and silver scrap 
metal. Open Tue.–Fri.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.– 
4 p.m. 258-2646

Coming Soon
Northwest Austin A fourth 
Moonie’s Burger House loca-
tion will open July 25 in the 
former Maggie’s Cafe spot 
in the Gracy Farms Center, 
12001 Burnet Road, Ste. J. 
Owned by Brian and Angela 
Gingrass, Moonie’s serves a 
variety of burgers, such as the 
chili cheeseburger with Fritos. 
The restaurant has another 
Northwest Austin location at 
13450 Research Blvd., along 
with one in Pflugerville. The 
first opened in Cedar Park.  
837-5400,  
www.mooniesburgerhouse.com

Southwest Austin 
The national furniture store 
chain La-Z-Boy is opening 
a location at the Southpark 
Meadows Shopping Center, 
located at 9900 S. I-35. The 
store is currently under con-
struction and is expected to 
open in August, according to 
an Endeavor Real Estate Group 
representative. 877-258-5879, 
www.la-z-boy.com

Drought spurs change, conservation

Harmony charter system expands in 
Northwest Austin with new building

Cedar Park  Extreme drought 
conditions prompted area govern-
ments to cancel Fourth of July 
fireworks and ask citizens to 
conserve water.

One of the conservation 
methods Cedar Park and Leander 
have suggested is xeriscaping—
which uses plants and gardening 
methods that require little to no 
supplementary irrigation—and 
Cedar Park has gone so far as to 
launch a website to encourage it: 
www.waterthriftycedarpark.com.

However, some residents are 
limited in the ways they can meet 
these requests due to landscaping 
requirements instituted by their 
homeowners associations.

Mitch Fuller is a board member 

on the Brushy Creek Regional 
Utility Authority and the mayor 
pro tem of Cedar Park. BCRUA is 
a partnership with Round Rock, 
Leander and Cedar Park to build 
facilities and capacity necessary 
to provide water for the growing 
populations in each city. Fuller 
said his involvement with BCRUA 
has caused him to re-examine the 
way he views his own lawn.

“I got a nasty letter from my 
HOA about my yard,” Fuller said, 
remarking on his yard’s appear-
ance. “I fertilize it, but I can tell 
you that my personal behavior has 
changed. It’s more important that 
we have drinking water.”
Full story by Macy Hurwitz at  
more.impactnews.com/13631

Top stories

Business

Dining

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Northwest Austin Harmony 
Public Schools, the largest 
charter school system in Texas, 
will open a fifth Austin campus 
in August.

Located at RR 620 and Lake 
Creek Parkway in Northwest 
Austin, the Harmony School of 
Political Science and Commu-
nication will focus on “making 
the next politicians, people who 
are going to be dedicated to 
serving the community,” said 
David Foster, social studies 
department chair for Harmony 
Austin.

Harmony’s mission is to 
promote math, science and 
technology, but curriculum at 
the new campus will emphasize 
the United States Constitution, 
American foreign policy and 
current events with advanced 
placement classes for high 
school students.

The Houston-based charter 
school system enrolls 1,900 
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students in grades kindergar-
ten through 12 in Austin and 
is one of the city’s 14 charter 
school systems.

The new two-story build-
ing, paid for by bonds issued 
by Harmony, will be equipped 
with computers and digital 
projectors in each classroom, 
a gym, courtyard and 16 dorm 
rooms that students from 
other Harmony schools may 
use when visiting for competi-
tions or tours, Foster said.

Designed to look like a 
state capitol, the new loca-
tion will be Harmony’s first 
custom-built school in Austin. 
Other Harmony schools were 
established in renovated build-
ings, such as former shop-
ping plazas, said Ramazan 
Coskuner, Harmony Austin 
superintendent.
Full story by Amy Deis at  
more.impactnews.com/13829

LAKE TRAVIS
Important lake levels of note

The lake is full when it 
reaches this level.

The lake was at this level  
July 1, 2011.

If the lake reaches this level, 
Cedar Park and Leander’s 
intakes will no longer function.

This is Lake Travis’ July average.

681  ft.* =

646.31  ft. =

620  ft. =

658  ft.  =

Source: Lower Colorado River Authority

*Levels are measured in feet mean sea level

The Big Bounce

Freda’s Seafood Grille
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Cedar Park On 100-degree 
summer afternoons, area parents 
have an option other than parks 
and pools to take their kids to 
for play dates: The Big Bounce.
A 12,000-square-foot inflatable 

playground, The Big Bounce is 
owned by local mother-and-son 
team June and David Housman. 
With 12 inflatable structures, 
a solid playscape, private party 

Southwest Austin Walking 
into Freda’s Seafood Grille—a 
softly lit dining room with vaulted 
ceilings and decorated with sculp-
tures and tropical plants.

“I want people to know this 
is a fun and comfortable place, 
dressed up or down,” she said.
Cheng arrived to the United States 
in 1969 with her mother and three 
brothers. Inspired by her mother’s 
success in the restaurant business, 
Cheng set out to do the same.
After owning The Melting Pot on 
38th Street in downtown Austin 
and Orient Square in Georgetown 
for 19 years, Cheng wanted to 

rooms and a theater, The Big 
Bounce takes pride in providing 
a safe, clean environment for 
children 10 and younger—and 
their parents.
“There are some places that 

throw in a bunch of inflatables 
and let kids go, which is fine,” 
David said. “To kids it’s all the 
same. But to parents, it’s nice to 
have extra perks.”
Full story by Katie Gutierrez Painter  at
more.impactnews.com/13639

The Big Bounce
1754 Bagdad Road
Cedar Park • 528-0038
www.thebigbouncetx.com
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Garrison Park

Freda’s Seafood Grille
10903 Pecan Park Blvd.
506-8700 • fredasseafoodgrille.com
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
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Taylor Morrison – We’re in a 
Great Place

Voted one of the top cities for growth, 
Austin is definitely a great place. With Tay-
lor Morrison’s buyer incentives, when you 
purchase a new Taylor Morrison home, 
you’ll be in a great place too.

Taylor Morrison offers custom designs 
to suit a wide range of lifestyles. Homes 
start in the 160s up to the 600s, and floor 
plans range from 1,600 sq. ft. to 5,000+ 
sq. ft.

Location is everything and we’ve got 
Austin covered. Taylor Morrison has 13 
communities currently available in many 
of the most desirable locations in and 
around Austin.  

Crystal Falls has four different product 
lines, offering luxury homes at affordable 
prices. Our newest development showcases 
majestic views of canyons, rolling hills and 
greenbelts, and provides a sense of security 
within a gated neighborhood.

Steiner Ranch offers six sections of 
breathtaking Taylor Morrison homes. Our 
newest section, The Fairways at Steiner 
Ranch, is a quaint community backing to 
the prestigious University of Texas Golf 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Taylor Morrison

Club. The Fairways offers tremendous 
value and one of the final opportunities to 
purchase a new home in Steiner Ranch. 

Visit one of our nine Austin area model 
homes and register for our Great Place 
Sweepstakes*. This summer, three lucky 
winners will enjoy a weekend getaway to 
the Hyatt Lost Pines Resort – including 
golf and spa services. 

Now is the perfect time to purchase a 
home from Taylor Morrison. If you prefer 
to build your own home with Taylor 
Morrison or are seeking the opportunity 
to purchase a move-in ready home, we 
would like to help you find the home of 
your dreams!  And now through Aug. 31, 
fill your home with stylish accents and 
designer upgrades at half price. Visit Tay-
lorMorrison.com, or call Heather Fox at 
845-7350, for prices, locations, floor plans 
and available homes. 

*Design options and savings may vary by com-
munity. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited 
time offer for qualified purchases between July 
30 and Aug. 31, 2011. May not be combined with 
other offers.

Located just a few tee shots from The University of Texas Golf Club, The Fairways Community features families that have a common passion for refined 
living, never-ending views of lush fairways and the rolling hill country. The Florian is one story with 4-5 bedrooms with 2 baths from $290,990.

The Roma is a two story with 4-5 bedrooms and 2.5-3 baths from 
$322,990 with a bonus room option.

Unbelievable Amenities in the Bella Mar community located in 
Steiner Ranch. Fun for all ages!
 

SPECIAL
OFFER

Win a Trip to Hyatt® 
Lost Pines Resort 

Register at any of our local  
communities for your chance  
to WIN an all expenses paid  
Golf and Spa getaway.

EnTER bEfoRE sEPTEmbER 30, 2011

With 50% off design center options, 
you can be in a great place too.

WheN you puRchaSe befoRe SeptembeR 30, 2011

taylormorrison.com/greatplace/austin

Design options and savings may vary by community. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited time offer for qualified purchases between July 6, 2011 and September 30, 2011 on accepted to-be- built purchases. May not be 
combined with other offers. Offer for qualified customers utilizing Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, TX License:  #149227. Services not available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without 
notice. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualification of the lender. Additional licensing or other details, including special financing incentives (as applicable), may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/finance. 
Maximum seller contribution not to exceed LTV/lender guidelines. Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. No purchase necessary to enter or win 
sweepstakes. Sweepstakes offered to legal residents of the United States and D.C., age 18 or over at time of entry. Prize valued at approximately $1,000. For complete sweepstakes rules, visit any Austin area Taylor Morrison 
community.  © July, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. Hyatt ® is a registered trademark and is not affiliated with a co-sponsor of or responsible for either the promotion or the sweepstakes. All rights reserved.
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REAL ESTATE

By Stacy Armijo

Legislative session a win 
Texas realtors champion private-property

AUSTIN — With the 82nd Texas 
Legislature coming to a close, the 
Texas Association of Realtors con-

firms that the recent regular session was a 
legislative success for Texas homeowners.

“While the 82nd session had its fair share 
of challenges, behind the headlines law-
makers continued to take important steps 
toward protecting the interests of both 
longtime homeowners and Texans seeking 
to purchase their first home,” said Dwight 
Hale, chairman of the Texas Association  
of Realtors.

During the recent session, Texas Realtors 
championed legislation that eliminated pri-
vate transfer fees on real estate transactions 
and implemented disclosure and notifica-
tion requirements about existing fees, pro-
tecting homeowners from hidden fees when 
buying and selling a home.

Texas Realtors also supported successful 
legislation related to homeowners associa-
tions (HOAs). The new laws ensure HOAs 
operate in a transparent, consumer-friendly 
manner. The legislation also removes a 

homeowners association’s ability to fore-
close on a property without going through 
court proceedings.

Finally, Texas Realtors endorsed two laws 
involving the Texas Real Estate Commis-
sion (TREC). The first made the TREC 
a self-directed, semi-independent state 
agency, enabling the commission to use real 
estate licensing fees to run itself, insulating 
it from future state budget cuts and increas-
ing its ability to advocate for consumers. 
The second law added consumer protections 
to real estate regulations by amending the 
commission’s education policy and licens-
ing guidelines.

“As recent years have proven, the sound 
public policies protecting private-property 
rights put in place by our leaders in past 
sessions have largely contributed to Texas’ 
continued economic stability,” Hale said. 
“The decisions made during this session 
further strengthen homeowners’ rights, 
keeping Texas as one of the nation’s most 
homeowner-friendly states in the country.”

Bee Caves Rd.
360

Located in THE VILLAGE AT WEST LAKE • 701 Capital of Texas Hwy D-480 (360 & Bee Caves Rd by HEB)

In a rush? 
Give us a call for curb-side pick-up, gift-wrapped and ready to go!

347-TOYS (8697) • Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Escarpment MoPac

Davis Ln.

W. Slaughter Ln.

Escarpment

Davi

ady to go!

Clothing
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Shoes

Gear

Holiday
Goodies

Gift
Registry
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Embroidery

Huge Savings at

Le Garage Sale
August 27 & 28

Palmer Events Center

A Unique Boutique for Hip Infants, Toddlers & Preschoolers

Baby BugalooBaby BugalooFUN 

OUTDOOR AND 

POOL TOYS 

waiting for 

you! AWESOME BACK TO 
SCHOOL ITEMS IN 

STOCK!!!

5700 W. Slaughter Ln. #220 Austin, TX 512.301.3800 www.babybugaloo.com
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•	 No new private transfer fees – Most 
new private transfer fees on homes are 
eliminated and more disclosure is required 
about existing fees, which can be difficult 
to discover and offer no benefit to buyers or 
sellers.

•	 Consumer-friendly HOAs – A series of 
new requirements ensure that homeowners 
associations operate in a more transparent, 
consumer-friendly manner.

•	 Court action required for HOA foreclosure 
– Homeowners associations can no longer 
foreclose on a home for unpaid HOA dues 
without going through court proceedings.

•	 More efficient real estate commission 
– The Texas Real Estate Commission was 
made a self-directed, semi-independent 
agency, insulating it from future state budget 
cuts and increasing its ability to advocate for 
consumers.

•	 More consumer protections – Guidelines 
for education policy and licensing within 
the Texas Real Estate Commission were 
amended to ensure stronger consumer 
protections.

Benefits won 

Article provided by Stacy Armijo
Pierpont Communications on behalf of 
Texas Association of Realtors
512-448-4950 | sarmijo@piercom.com 
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Call Today: 877-899-7999

Mercedes HomesMercedes Homes
Present this ad to receive: 

$1,000 towards closing costs*

Present this ad to receive: 
$1,000 towards closing costs*
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Driftwood
Buda

Rim Rock Bridges of Bear Creek

Bridges of
Bear Creek Estates

The Vistas at
Lake Travis

Highlands
at Crystal Falls

The Fairways
at Crystal Falls

Grand Mesa
at Crystal Falls

HIGHLANDS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $210’s  •  (512) 528-9911
THe FAIRwAYS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander 
Now Selling  •  From the $290’s  •  (512) 528-9911
GRAND MeSA AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $420’s  •  (512) 528-9911
RANCH AT BRUSHY CReeK  –  Cedar Park
From the $240’s  •  (512) 248-8125
THe VISTAS AT LAKe TRAVIS  –  Spicewood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 699-1244

GARLIC CReeK  –  Buda
From the $210’s  •  (512) 312-2150
RIM ROCK  –  Driftwood
From the low $300’s  •  (512) 858-4700
LA VeNTANA  –  Driftwood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 858-4700
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK  –  Southwest/Central Austin
From the $270’s  •  (512) 292-6008
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK eSTATeS – Southwest/Central Austin
From the $420’s  •  (512) 292-6008

www.MercedesHomes.com*Offer expires 7/31/2011. Offer, prices, plans, specifications and availability are subject to change and/or cancelation at any time without prior notice. May not be combined with 
any other offers or promotions. Additional details and restrictions are listed in Buyer’s contract. Please contact community salesperson for additional details and restrictions.

Breathtaking Vistas at 
Mercedes Homes

Mercedes Homes offers upscale living 
in a tranquil environment at the beauti-
ful Vistas at Lake Travis. With gorgeous 
half-acre home sites and a low tax rate, 
Mercedes is the natural choice for a new 
home.

The Vistas is located off of State High-
way 71 and Bee Creek Road, less than a 
mile from Lake Travis. All home sites are 
at least a half-acre, offering trees and level 
yards, perfect for children and gardening 
or landscaping projects. Prices start at 
$370,000 and range in size from 2,976 sq. 
ft. to 4,241 sq. ft.

Homes at The Vistas feature spacious 
and open floor plans which are available 
with an array of custom options. And, 
Mercedes Homes will work to build each 
home to best suit the buyers’ needs.

A quaint, small community, The 
Vistas at Lake Travis will have a total of 
38 homes when completed. It is located 
within the Exemplary-rated Lake Tra-
vis ISD and has the lowest tax rate (1.95 
percent) in the area. This prime location 
also provides easy access to Lake Travis, 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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upscale shopping and dining. In addition, 
Lakeway Regional Medical Center, slated 
to open next year, is only minutes away.

Mercedes Homes has been building 
quality homes for 25 years. Their distinc-
tive design, coupled with research and 
innovation, has resulted in homes that are 
stronger, safer and more energy efficient. 

“Our Green Logic program outlines 
17 ENERGY STAR features, including 
insulated garage doors, high performance 
low-E windows, low VOC paint and much 
more,” explains Mike Flanagan, sales 
professional for The Vistas at Lake Travis. 
“All 17 of these features are standard in 
every home we built.”

In cooperation with their technol-
ogy partners, Mercedes Homes also has 
developed features and options designed 
to increase structural strength and reduce 
the chance for water intrusion in storm 
conditions. 

“Our mission is to build distinctive 
homes of outstanding and enduring value 
while providing an enjoyable experience 
for our customers,” adds Flanagan. “And 

that is exactly what we do.”
Skill, experience, passion and commit-

ment are all part of the craftsmanship 
that goes into each Mercedes home. Their 
family of dedicated employees and trade 
partners works diligently to build homes 
that will be enjoyed for years to come.

“In 25 years, we’ve grown from build-
ing 35 homes a year to building thou-
sands. Our company continues to be an 

industry leader not because of the number 
of homes we build, but because of how we 
build them,” states Flanagan.

Mercedes Homes offers one- and 
two-year limited warranties, as well as 
a 10-year structural warranty. To learn 
more about The Vistas at Lake Travis, 
visit MercedesHomes.com.

Mercedes Homes builds a variety of luxurious plans in the Vistas at Lake Travis community, including the 
Tyler design, which serves as the model home.
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Homes All  Over Austin from the $240’s-$600’sThere has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 
Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to homes for first-time 
buyers in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers home 

buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design features 
like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

www.HighlandHomes.com

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 6/30/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s
	 512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Inner Space... Outer Beauty

Highland Homes’ Final Phase 
at Steiner Ranch

With Steiner Ranch nearing completion, 
buyers have only one more chance to build 
with Highland Homes in the award-win-
ning master planned development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated commu-
nity which features 90-foot lots, superior 
amenities and some of the most spectacu-
lar views that Steiner Ranch has to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they 
are built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, 
Highland Homes sales consultant. “We 
take into account where the lot is situated 
and build the home to capture the best 
view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

And, unlike many builders, Highland 
Homes’ in-house architects are able to 
accommodate semi-custom to custom 
designs. “We can offer buyers the best of 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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both worlds – beautiful, efficient floor 
plans that can be tailored to their specific 
needs,” adds Richardson.

Many of the architectural details 
offered by Highland Homes in Steiner 
Ranch are considered upgrades with 
other builders. Some of their standard 
options include four sides clay brick with 
stone or stucco, soaring ceilings that slope 
to 15 feet in height, oversized windows, 
more than 250 standard tile selections, 
custom-built 40-inch raised panel cabi-
nets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 750 
acres of nature preserves and more. San-
taluz is only minutes from Lake Travis, 
as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 
other community, with several on-site res-
taurants and elementary schools, a daycare 
center, ice cream and coffee shops and gas 
station. In addition, a Randalls Signature 
grocery store is scheduled to open this 

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and three living areas with 
a three-car garage.  

summer at the entrance to Steiner Ranch.
Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 

and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School. “The schools here 
are high caliber,” adds Richardson. “And 
they’re close – Santaluz is within walking 
distance to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, 
it’s no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ 

premier home builder. “At Highland 
Homes, we are not ‘done’ when the 
customer closes on his or her house. We 
go above and beyond to provide excel-
lent customer service and ensure that our 
customer is happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning commu-
nity are selling quickly. To learn more 
about Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.
com or calling Lyn Richardson at 512-
266-7117.
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REAL ESTATE

Grandview Hills
Travis County – 78726

Build-out year: 2011

Builders: D.R. Horton, Pulte, Gary Beam, 
Harrington Custom Homes

Number of homes: 342

Square footage: 2,200–6,200

Home values: $250,000–$1.2 million

HOA dues (estimated): The Parke ($46.59/
month), The Ridge ($220/year), The Estates 
($330/year)

Amenities: The Parke Pool, Waterton Parke, 
Muire Parke

Nearby attractions: Lake Travis, Cypress 
Creek Park, The Trails at 620 (opening spring 
2012)

Property taxes:

City of Austin: 0.4571
Travis County: 0.4658
Travis County Hospital District 0.0719
Austin Community College District 0.0951
Leander ISD: 1.4548
Total (per $100 value) 2.5447

Schools:

Leander Independent School District
204 W. South St., Leander, 78646
www.leanderisd.org

• Grandview Elementary School
• Four Points Middle School
• Vandegrift High School

12517 Verandah Court $599,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,569 sq. ft.
Agent: David Haynes
844-0940

8002 Weldon Springs Court $454,900
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,059 sq. ft.
Agent: Susan Conti
750-9965

7922 Castle Peake Trail $369,900
6 Bedroom / 4 Bath 3,754 sq. ft.
Agent: Scott Cunningham
497-6116

8017 Davis mountain Pass $356,500
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,007 sq. ft.
Agent: Susan Conti
750-9965

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

8 3 54

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

14 2,023/4,549 $224,000/$764,750

On the market  (As of July 28, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (July 28, 2010–July 28, 2011)
Data compiled by 

Mia Edwards
Avalar Austin

426-6995
www.miasellsaustin.com
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327 The Hills Drive  $399,000 

ZIP code guide

78726 Four Points
78730 River Place
78732 Steiner Ranch
78733 Bee Caves Road area
78734 Lakeway
78735 Barton Creek
78738 Bee Cave
78746 West Lake Hills/Rollingwood

2028 Rue De St. Tropez    $595,000 

1002 Redbud Trail  $1,595,000 

7701 Rialto Blvd.  $164,900 

Property Listings

78746 Austin Barton Creek Townhomes 1804 Capital Parkway 2br/1ba  $179,900  1,220 Russell Lewis 657-8769 AvenueOne Properties

78746 Austin Beecave Woods 3115 Eaneswood Drive 4br/2ba  $639,500  2,685 Kay Bieberdorf 565-6485 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 2500 Waymaker Way 4br/4ba  $1,950,000  7,741 Jeff Pierce 413-6758 Prudential Texas Realty

78746 Austin Liberty Park Condo 1000 Liberty Park Drive 2br/2ba  $449,000  1,507 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Little Bee Creek Estates 813 The High Road 3br/3ba  $697,000  2,750 Carol Strickland 426-2381 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Rivercrest 6704 Troll Haven 3br/2ba  $999,000  3,528 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Rob Roy 19 Hedge Lane 6br/6ba  $2,395,000  7,500 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Rollingwood Park Estates 1 Brett Cove 4br/3ba  $825,000  3,333 Sharman Reed 750-9797 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin St. Tropez 2028 Rue De St. Tropez 4br/2ba  $595,000  2,621 Carol Strickland 426-2381 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Summit at West Rim on Mount Larson 1440 Mount Larson Road 5br/5ba  $3,895,000  8,906 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin The Greene at Toro Canyon 3807 Toro Canyon Drive 4br/3ba  $799,990  3,167 Michael Hammonds 983-6603 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Treemont 3018 Chatelaine Drive 6br/5ba  $1,399,000  5,318 Sarah Elliott 659-5733 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78746 Austin Treemont 1213 Havre Lafitte Drive 4br/3ba  $935,000  3,799 Susan Griffith 944-4052 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Westlake Highlands 1501 Ridgecrest Drive 6br/5ba  $2,590,000  7,784 Allison Kelly 426-7798 Property Consultants of Austin

78746 Austin Westlake Highlands 1 Wildwind Point 5br/3ba  $1,350,000  4,165 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Woodhaven 3519 Peregrine Falcon Drive 4br/3ba  $525,000  2,299 Ann Lockwood 327-6169 Keller Williams Realty

78746 West Lake Hills Dellana Hills 5000 Jeffery Place 5br/4ba  $1,350,000  4,359 Britt Howe 775-3794 Austin 360 Realty

78746 West Lake Hills Gibbins-Reed 1503 Harbor View Road 4br/6ba  $5,500,000  8,350 Dana Dean 431-9339 AvenueOne Properties

78746 West Lake Hills Stonehedge Estates 1002 Redbud Trail 4br/4ba  $1,595,000  4,851 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78746 West Lake Hills Washington Hollow 1303 Redbud Trail 4br/3ba  $763,000  3,349 Jennie Barnes 917-4746 Moreland Properties

78738 Austin Falconhead West 4316 Saint Elias 4br/4ba  $622,900  4,591 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78738 Austin Falconhead West 16305 Rockies Run Summit 4br/3ba  $495,206  3,163 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78738 Austin Flintrock at Hurst Creek 103 Indigo Run Cove 4br/3ba  $469,900  2,600 Leslie Vandivier 636-7373 Private Label Realty

78738 Austin Flintrock Falls 104 Reflection Bay 3br/3ba  $400,000  2,041 Bertina Schreiber 796-5740 Moreland Properties

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 16 Waterfall Drive 4br/3ba  $750,000  3,973 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway  35 Autumn Oaks Drive 4br/2ba  $509,500  3,200 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Hills of Lakeway 12 Butterfly Place 5br/3ba  $499,000  3,633 Lynn Robin 736-8822 Capital City Sothebys Int’l

78738 Austin Lake Pointe 12104 Pleasant Panorama View 3br/2ba  $789,000  3,025 Rebecca Shahan 657-4467 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Lakeside & Greens Condo - Lakeway 327 The Hills Drive 3br/3ba  $399,000  3,129 Bill Flood 327-9310 Stanberry & Associates

78738 Austin Overlook at Flintrock Falls 3830 Pawnee Pass 5br/4ba  $1,195,000  5,109 Juli Wehmeyer 771-8058 Capital City Sothebys Int’l

78738 Austin Yaupon Creek 112 Rivulet Lane 3br/2ba  $324,500  1,983 Jeanne Ann Klein 439-7777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Bee Cave Falconhead West 4016 Vail Dove 5br/4ba  $582,939  4,200 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78735 Austin Barton Creek 8304 Navidad Drive 3br/2ba  $899,000  3,195 Eve Kush 330-0340 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Lantana 7800 Oteka Cove 5br/3ba  $424,700  3,587 Carlos Hernandez-Ojeda 496-5234 Private Label Realty

78735 Austin Parke at Travis Country Condo 5000 Mission Oaks Blvd. 3br/2ba  $349,900  2,756 Jeffrey Lamb 633-0052 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78735 Austin Vista Hills Condo 7701 Rialto Blvd. 2br/2ba  $164,900  1,359 Alan Adams 466-8044 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2800 Manitou Drive 4br/2ba  $369,000  2,782 Sari Pearce 516-1972 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2415 Quanah Parker Trail 3br/2ba  $300,000  2,198 Donna Poursepanj 801-1938 Private Label Realty

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2905 Chisholm Trail 3br/2ba  $300,000  2,364 Charlotte Brigham 423-5707 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

Market Data Lake Travis/Westlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/average days on market

78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

Less than $149,000 - 3/277 3/140 2/132 15/138 2/74 3/39 -

$150,000–$199,999 - 34/14 1/131 3/55 23/180 7/41 3/15 10/125

$200,000–$299,999 13/63 21/31 27/82 10/56 81/67 14/59 23/92 5/74

$300,000–$499,999 19/52 3/283 25/58 8/75 52/103 29/99 32/88 7/153

$500,000–$599,999 2/47 10/113 26/77 9/92 34/141 10/205 64/103 13/64

$600,000–$699,999 1/105 9/80 31/72 11/43 26/132 2/228 33/83 20/68

$700,000–$799,999 4/74 19/76 28/79 9/86 31/134 10/85 28/92 44/91

$800,000–$999,999 1/12 11/132 21/97 10/97 12/166 10/103 18/196 31/69

$1 million + 1/71 29/177 24/136 29/165 62/193 33/95 47/153 101/150

Month

Number sold/Median price

78726 78730 78732 78733

June 2010 11/$360,000 14/$487,500 37/$398,000 21/$400,000

June 2011 15/$285,000 22/$409,750 51/$411,000 23/$466,500

Month

Number sold/Median price

78734 78735 78738 78746

June 2010 54/$304,233 30/$380,000 31/$393,000 55/$565,000

June 2011 49/$333,657 29/$388,000 29/$429,444 42/$702,768

On the market  (June 1–30) Monthly home sales (June 1–30)

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

Data compiled by 
Mia Edwards
Avalar Austin

426-6995
www.MiaSellsAustin.com
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Property Listings

103 Barbie Court    $325,000 

525 Santaluz Path      $601,900 

916 Cavalry Ride Trail  $384,900 

500 Dawn River Cove  $1,280,000 

5800 Long Court   $550,000 

15109 Gebron Drive   $249,999 

2613 Indian Creek Road     $359,500 

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/14014

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 07/03/11 and 07/21/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2613 Indian Creek Road 3br/2ba  $359,500  2,250 Dawn McKim 300-1187 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Austin Bebys Ranch 5250 Mccormick Mountain Drive 5br/4ba  $2,199,950  5,120 Deborah Kirtland 565-0902 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Cardinal Hills 15306 Hawk St. 4br/3ba  $399,500  2,202 Donna Mahlum 565-6400 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Cardinal Hills 15004 Pheasant Lane 3br/2ba  $187,000  1,600 Amber Hart 415-9023 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Eck 3500 RR 620 North 4br/4ba  $3,950,000  5,198 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Rough Hollow 217 Canyon Turn Trail 5br/5ba  $2,350,000  7,173 Amber Hart 415-9023 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Travis Landing 15501 Cedar Ledge St. 3br/2ba  $315,000  1,777 Christa Peyton 431-8713 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78734 Austin Travis Oak Trails 15109 Gebron Drive 4br/2ba  $249,999  1,981 Lindsay Kelley 589-0009 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Villas on Travis Condo 2918 RR 620 North 4br/3ba  $649,000  2,714 Jeanne White 751-7582 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 1008 Challenger 4br/3ba  $439,000  2,848 Sherry Ellenbogen 294-4488 Sellstate Classic Realty

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 728 Vanguard St. 3br/2ba  $250,000  1,785 Monika Suhnholz 431-8046 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 106 Mango Court 4br/3ba  $435,000  2,842 Amber Hart 415-9023 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 112 White Sands Drive 3br/2ba  $319,000  2,395 Debbie Sheppard-Thrush 658-9653 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 906 Palos Verdes Drive 3br/2ba  $265,000  2,110 Jeanne Ann Klein 439-7777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 409 Rolling Green Drive 4br/3ba  $534,000  3,725 Catherine Witt 422-9800 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 842 Sunfish St. 4br/2ba  $329,000  3,027 Doug Land 940-6645 Capital City Sothebys Int’l

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 103 Barbie Court 3br/3ba  $325,000  1,976 Terrie Kunec 771-4921 Moreland Properties

78734 Lakeway Lohmans Crossing Estates 541 Peterson Lane 3br/2ba  $375,000  2,730 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Aqua Monte 1704 Ski Slope Drive 3br/1ba  $689,000  1,099 Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78733 Austin Austin Lake Hills 1213 Olympus Drive 4br/2ba  $379,900  2,280 Brian Fahey 970-8772 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Barton Creek West 3114 Barton Point Drive 5br/5ba  $699,000  6,087 Debra Johnson 653-5682 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78733 Austin Rob Roy on Lake 1301 Weston Lane 3br/2ba  $1,990,000  2,537 Roselind Hejl 327-0385 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Werkenthin 9500 Saugus Lane 5br/3ba  $799,900  4,972 Dylan Everett 680-7523 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78732 Austin River Dance 201 Emerald Ridge Drive 5br/4ba  $597,900  4,184 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin River Dance 816 Santaluz Path 4br/4ba  $733,900  4,609 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 525 Santaluz Path 5br/4ba  $601,900  3,875 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 4048 Canyon Glen Circle 3br/2ba  $229,000  1,732 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11700 Shadestone Terrace 3br/2ba  $425,000  2,176 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12617 Capitol Saddlery Trail 3br/2ba  $269,900  1,979 Chris Ott 637-8429 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 13108 Country Trails Lane 4br/3ba  $525,000  3,583 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11240 Woodland Hills Trail 4br/2ba  $489,900  3,591 Chuck Jenner 502-7844 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3320 Oxsheer Drive 4br/3ba  $368,500  3,154 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 916 Cavalry Ride Trail 4br/3ba  $384,900  3,240 Steve Deitrick 970-3359 Private Label Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11228 Woodland Hills Trail 4br/3ba  $515,000  3,993 Sam Copeland 619-4849 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 13116 Delphinus Walk 6br/4ba  $465,000  3,636 Nancy LaBarbiera 964-3893 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3416 Oxsheer Drive 4br/3ba  $364,900  3,032 Holly Dees 289-9299 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12404 Mediterra Place 4br/2ba  $409,990  3,025 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12408 Mediterra Place 4br/2ba  $335,095  2,500 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12416 Mediterra Place 5br/3ba  $449,990  3,500 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 500 Dawn River Cove 5br/4ba  $1,280,000  4,628 Maralee Schmidt 785-7343 Avalar Austin

78730 Austin Glenlake 3606 Ranch Creek Drive 4br/3ba  $500,000  2,705 Jessica Bruehl 532-5005 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Long Canyon 9306 Leaning Rock Circle 5br/4ba  $800,000  5,016 Aaron Farmer 899-9520 Texas Discount Realty

78730 Austin Manana West 2522 Pearce Road 5br/4ba  $2,400,000  4,269 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78730 Austin River Place 6201 River Place Blvd. 4br/2ba  $349,000  2,142 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 5004 Bluffton Cove 4br/2ba  $379,000  3,067 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 10301 Scull Creek Drive 5br/4ba  $415,000  3,555 Carol Strickland 426-2381 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78730 Austin Shepherd Mountain 5903 Long Court 4br/4ba  $999,900  4,441 Andy Allen 785-0496 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Shepherd Mountain 5800 Long Court 5br/3ba  $550,000  3,154 Beata Zadrozna 554-6712 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Shepherd Mountain Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 2br/2ba  $169,900  918 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78726 Austin Grandview Hills 7922 Castle Peake Trail 6br/4ba  $369,900  3,754 Scott Cunningham 497-6116 Realty Executives, Austin-North


