
Landowners ‘adamantly 
oppose’ being part of city 

Lakeway considers annexation of 18 properties

Eight Central Texas cities brace for emergency communication cuts

911 call centers may lose 
millions in state funding
By Taylor Short

As the Texas Legislature began a special 
session May 31 to tweak the state budget, 
the cities of West Lake Hills and Lakeway 
stand to lose $5.5 million in funding to 
their 911 call centers.

An amendment, authored and cham-
pioned by Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin, 
would have funded eight public safety 
answering points, or PSAPs, for the bien-
nium but failed to remain in the final two-
year general appropriations bill.

The cuts are expected to take effect in 
September and would leave a less sophisti-
cated—and possibly slower—system in place 
for emergency calls.

Funding could be reinstated during the 
special session, though officials at Work-
man’s office said the possibility is “a long 
shot,” leaving cities with the burden of fund-
ing the centers themselves.

“I feel very confident that the city will 

consider that option because the benefit of 
having this service is very important,” Lake-
way Police Chief Todd Radford said.

State pressure
Each of Texas’ 24 council of governments 

were directed to propose 25 percent cuts for 
the state. The Capital Area Council of Gov-
ernments, which represents Bastrop, Blanco, 
Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, 
Travis and Williamson counties, worked 
through its budget, but still came up short.

“We cut everything we could and we got 
about $4 million worth of cuts,” CAPCOG 
Executive Director Betty Voights said. “But 
we needed more, and that’s when we looked 
at the 32 PSAPs within these cities.”

The council of governments agreed March 
9 to slash budgets for eight of the area’s 
PSAPs by $5.5 million for the next two years. 
Those PSAPs with the lowest call volume 

By Tiffany Young
The City of Lakeway will con-

sider annexing a portion of North 
Brooks Hollow Road on a pen-
insula beyond Robin Dale Drive 
against the landowners’ wishes at 
its regular City Council meeting 
June 20. 

About 30 landowners, Lakeway 
residents and real estate agents—
many wearing shirts that said,  
“N. Brooks Hollow Road Neigh-
bor: Unfair, Unwanted, Against 

Big Brother annexation,” spoke 
against the annexation at the city’s 
second public hearing May 23.

“We bought [our home on 
Brooks Hollow Road] by our 
choice. We could have bought 
in Lakeway, but we did not,” said 
Kenneth Norman, a 29-year resi-
dent of Brooks Hollow Road.

All 18 landowners who are faced 
with annexation have expressed 
their desire to remain in Lakeway’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction—some 
willing to pay the city for vari-
ous services and amounts, while 
remaining outside city limits. 

“For some of us [annexation 

is] not too bad—just a little tax 
bill, more government—but for 
some of our neighbors, it would be 
devastating,” Tom Keel, a Brooks 
Hollow Road resident, said. “For 
[me and my wife], the tax burden 
is not the issue. There are other 
issues, but as an indication of our 
good faith, [my wife] and I would 
like to give the City of Lakeway 
an amount each year equal to the 
taxes that we would have to pay 
under annexation.”

Cost of city services
The additional tax base from 
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Low Volume Public Safety Answering Points 

The Capital Area Council of Governments’ Emergency Communications 
Department coordinates with agencies in the 10-county region to provide 
assistance in delivering 911 calls to the proper public safety answering point, 
or PSAP, within a city. The anticipated $5.5 million reduction in funding would 
leave eight low call volume PSAPs without the system that automatically gives 
responders the location of the emergency—information that would otherwise be 
rerouted from Austin Travis County EMS.
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Brooks Hollow Road residents show their opposition to 
annexation by the City of Lakeway with signs in their 
yards. Some signs are also displayed within city limits.
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St. David’s HealthCare has 

long been recognized as 

one of the top healthcare 

organizations in the nation 

for providing exceptional 

patient care and service to 

families throughout Central 

Texas. Now that care comes 

even closer to home.

Making good on a bigger promise. Peace of mind comes with knowing that 

full-service emergency care — available 24 hours a day, seven days a week — 

is close to home. That’s why St. David’s HealthCare is pleased to announce that 

the area’s fi rst Emergency Center will soon open.

EXCELLENCE & CONVENIENCE

12 Treatment Beds

Chest Pain Accredited 

Advanced Radiology & Medical Lab Testing

Board-Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Physicians

Emergency Trauma Certifi ed Nurses

St. David’s Emergency Center — providing exceptional care from the name 

you’ve come to trust.

STDAVIDS.COMwww.stdavids.com/connect

O P E N I N G  S U M M E R  2 0 1 1
LOCATED AT THE HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA IN BEE CAVE

WE’RE BUILDING PEACE OF MIND FOR 
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.
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Growth can be good. I’m  
for personal growth, pro-
fessional growth, spiritual 
growth and even economic 
growth. I’ve experienced 
personal growth recently 
as I find myself tweeting. 

Yes, that is a verb I never thought I’d be 
active in, but I’m slowly getting there.

Our company continues to experience 
business growth, having added our eighth 
newspaper to our family in Central Texas 
in the Kyle/Buda/San Marcos region. 
That’s an additional 50,000 mailboxes 
Community Impact Newspaper will reach 
monthly. And, I see economic growth 
everywhere in the communities we 
serve—from the floors being added to 
the Lakeway Regional Medical Center to 
homes going up in area real estate  
developments.

Economic growth has its downside, but 
it’s certainly better than the economic 
decline or stagnation that we experienced 
in recent years. Those losses have left 

deficits in our state budgets that continue 
to make news headlines and will affect 
our local budgets for several years. You 
can read how funding cuts for police 
departments may affect response times for 
emergency services in your neighborhood 
in Taylor Short’s story on Page 1.

But growth may not make sense to 
everyone in a community. The City of 
Lakeway recently held public forums in an 
effort to decide on plans to annex certain 
neighborhoods now in its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. Is that kind of growth good 
for the city when those citizens feel it is 
not in their best interest? It’s an interest-
ing debate, and a story we delve into this 
month. But one thing is clear: Growth will 
continue in our region. And so will the 
debate about what the price of growth is.
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Local jobs
Post your resume and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

April employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.5%
Down from 6.8% in March

State unemployment—7.7%
Down from 8.1% in March

National unemployment—9.0%*
Up from 8.8%* in March

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hospi-
tality sector increased by 2,500 jobs. Trade, transportation 
and utilities added 2,200 jobs. Education and health 
services increased by 700 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

On Page 15, ARC Far West Drs. James M. Hull, Howard R. 
Marcus, Michael James Prete and Rita R. Shah practice 
internal medicine, not pediatrics. Drs. Madhuri Madabhushi, 
Bryan Morrison, Steven A. Wilkins and Cheryl Lynne Cold-
water do not practice at ARC Far West. At ARC Medical Park 
Tower, Dr. Kristen Hansen-Peterman practices obstetrics & 
gynecology, not family practice. Drs. Monique Cortez and 
George Henry Marking do not practice at ARC South.

On Page 26, Dr. Amy Alcorn does not practice at ARC 
Southwest.

On Page 8, the ProMed North and ProMed South clinics in 
Central Austin were incorrectly listed as walk-in clinics. The 
two facilities are urgent care clinics.

Corrections  – Healthcare Directory 2011

Correction  – May 2011 edition

“Why is it taking 30 years to fix the intersection at 2222/360 
over Bull Creek? People have died in their cars. Meanwhile 
toll roads are up and running. TxDOT blames the drivers and 
sends out a slogan about “turn around.”

—Fran Mitchell

On Page 4, the phone number for Lone Star Pediatric Dental 
is 402-9996. 
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Rhonda Cougot, a seven-year Lakeway 
resident, recently opened My Go 2 Girl 
Austin, a personal assistant and concierge 
business serving the Lake Travis and 
Westlake areas. Cougot said her business 
offers courier, personal shopping, event 
planning, organizing, pet services and 
“anything and everything.” 680-1908,  
www.mygo2girlaustin.com

10  SUP LT—or Stand Up Paddle Lake 
Travis—teamed up with Sail & Ski on  
May 9 to rent SUP ATX paddle boards 
from the yacht club and marina at 16406 
Stewart Road in Lakeway. Rates start at $15 
for one hour, $25 for two hours or search 
“SUP LT” on www.meetup.com for special 
rates. 965-5909, www.sailandski.com

Relocations

11   Texas Compounding Pharmacy, 
which provides customized medications 
such as converting a pill into paste form, 
plans to relocate to 5300 Bee Caves Road, 
Bldg. 3, Ste. 100, in West Lake Hills on  
July 1. 314-5550,  
www.texascompounding.com
 
12  The Church at Bee Cave relocated 
its Sunday morning meeting location for 
worship services to the La Paloma Event 
Center at 14913 Murfin Road in Lakeway. 
Sunday worship service begins at 10:30 a.m. 
751-5877, www.churchatbeecave.com

13  The Samsung Austin Research Center 
is moving from North Austin to a new 
30,000-square-foot office building in the 
Ladera Bend development at 7300 RR 2222 
by late June. The company plans to hire 30 
chip designers this year.  
www.samsung.com

School Notes

Eanes ISD’s $54 million bond package was 
approved with 62.9 percent of the votes 
May 14. The bond is expected to increase 
the school’s tax rate by 1 cent to $1.2125 per 
$100 taxable property value, or about $50 
each year for a $500,000 home. Voters also 
selected Ronna Martin, Rob Hargett and 
Beau Ross for Places 1, 2 and 3 respectively. 
www.eanes.k12.tx.us

Leander Middle School Principal Sandy 
Trujillo accepted an award honoring the 
campus with a Distinguished Performance 
Award by the Texas Education Agency on 
May 5. Four other Leander ISD schools—
Bush Elementary School, Canyon Ridge 
Middle School, Cedar Park Middle School 
and Cedar Park High School—were also 
named among the 2010 National Center 
for Educational Achievement Higher 
Performing Schools. www.leanderisd.org

 

Now Open

1   Urology Austin recently opened a full-
time office at 1411 N. RR 620 in Lakeway. 
Four doctors—Mike McClelland, Steve 
Pickett, David Freidberg and Naresh Vic 
Desireddi—provide urological care and 
ultrasound imaging to both male and 
female patients five days a week. This is the 
seventh Urology Austin location.  
263-0300, www.urologyaustin.com

2   The Lash Lounge opened its first 
Austin location May 3 at the Shops at 
Riverplace, 10601 RR 2222, Ste. 1. The 
company provides eyelash extensions and 
permanent makeup and also sells clothing. 
346-5274, 
www.thelashloungeaustinnw.com

3   A growing urban farm, Natural 
Springs Gardens, at 15202 Kinsey Court 
in Austin, recently opened a stand 
selling freshly picked produce, local food 
products, gifts, books, kitchen accessories 
and gardening supplies. It will be open 
every Saturday from 9 a.m.–1 p.m.  
619-5203, www.naturalspringsgarden.com

4   BeneFIT Bikram Yoga, which offers 
90-minute yoga classes in 105-degree 
temperatures and 50 percent humidity, 
opened May 1 at 1607 N. RR 620,  
Ste. 500, in Lakeway. 215-4022,  
www.benefitby.com

5   Hugh Prifogle opened Austin Auto 
Techs in early April at 12326 N. RR 620 
in Austin—his second auto repair service 
location. The original Auto Techs has 
been at 4918 Hamilton Road in Austin 
since 2001. Prifogle said the new location 
will make it more convenient for existing 
customers in Cedar Park and North 
Austin. 219-6900,  
www.austinautotechs.com

6   Life Church began holding services 
in March at 12129 N. RR 620, Ste. 650, in 
Austin. Under Pastors Eric and Lea Mejia, 
the church holds services on Saturdays at  
5 p.m. 782-8722, www.lifechurchatx.com

7   Emler Swim School opened a new 
5,000-square-foot location May 17 at  
3267 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 145, in West 
Lake Hill’s West Wood center. The swim 

center teaches water safety and swimming 
lessons for children ages 2 months to 
adults in heated, indoor pools. 327-7946, 
www.iswimemler.com

Westlake locals Mike Nugent and George 
Hooker opened 4Leaf Limo on  
April 14, serving the Greater Austin area 
out of Lakeway. Hooker said the business 
offers luxury sedan service to downtown 
Austin, the airport and local venues 
for similar rates as taxis. 633-0004, 
www.4leaflimo.com

8   Amy’s Ice Creams reopened its  
Mira Vista location in Rollingwood, at 
2805 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 416, May 27. The 
Austin-based company launched in 1984 
and now has more than a dozen stores in 
Austin, San Antonio and Houston. 
328-2697, www.amysicecreams.com

9   Furniture retailer Yes Imports opened 
at 3307 N. RR 620 in Austin on May 6. The 
business carries rustic Mexican furniture, 
clay pottery, interior and outdoor artwork, 
blown glass, silverware and other decor. 
736-9280, www.yesimports.com
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Leander Middle School Principal Sandy Trujillo 
(left) with LISD Board President Will Streit, won a 
Distinguished Performance Award on May 5.

SUP LT rents equipment for paddle boarding, a 
growing water sport.

Keller Williams Lake Travis Realty staff, along with family and friends, gather for the Third Annual Red 
Day at the Austin Sunshine Camp on Lake Travis on May 12.

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

Expansions

14   AMC Theatre is adding a new IMAX 
screen at Barton Creek Square 14 theater at 
2901 Capital of Texas Hwy. in Austin. The 
two- to three-week renovation—including 
a 25 percent larger screen, acoustic panels 
and a custom-made audio system—could 
be completed by late summer. AMC plans 
to add up to 25 screens nationwide in 2011. 
306-1991, www.amctheatres.com

Name Change

The Thoughtful House Center for Children, 
a nonprofit focusing on childhood 
developmental disorders, was renamed 
the Johnson Center for Child Health and 
Development after Betty Wold Johnson, 
a donor and relative of the Johnson & 
Johnson family. The center also moved 
from Bee Caves Road to 1700 Rio Grande 
St., Ste. 200, on May 9. 732-8400,  
www.johnson-center.org

In the News

Keller Williams Lake Travis Realty agents, 
associates, staff, vendors, friends and 
families gathered for the Third Annual Red 
Day, an international service day, May 12. 
The team worked to clean up and restore 
The Austin Sunshine Camp at Lake Travis 
and repaired a wood deck for a longtime 

Briarcliff resident. The Lake Travis teams 
also joined Keller Williams Marble Falls/
Horseshoe Bay to prepare packages for 
military troops. 263-9090,  
www.laketravis.yourkwoffice.com

15  Concordia University Texas,  
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin, 
dedicated its new baseball stadium  
April 12. The $3.1 million stadium seats 
1,200 people and is partially funded by a  
$2.25 million anonymous donation and 
$300,000 from former Concordia baseball 
player Scott Linebrink, who is a pitcher 
for the Atlanta Braves, to complete the 
stadium. www.concordia.edu

Westlake High School student and golfer 
William “Garrett” Lynch won the 2011 
Jackson Bradley Humanitarian Award for 
Philanthropic Leadership on May 19. Lynch 
began Play with a Purpose, a charity raising 
money with every birdie or eagle, three 
years ago to support a friend diagnosed 
with leukemia. Three other student golfers 
joined the cause and helped to raise 
about $11,000, which was donated to the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Central 
Texas and First Tee of Greater Austin on 
May 19. www.lls.org
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• Fine art, painting, sculpture

• Fine handcrafted work

• Artistic accents

• Luna Garcia dinnerware

• Hand made jewelry

• Italian music boxes

• Gifts with fl air (why settle for less?)

• Handmade cards: a huge selection

• Candles: 20 colors in 12”, 18” lengths

• Lady Primrose luxury skin products

• Lay-a-way, shipping, gift wrap

p r e s e n c e
w h e r e  t h e  u n u s u a l  i s  u s u a l

3300 Bee Cave Road  Suite 700   •   Austin, Texas 78746   •   512.363.2938
austinpresence@sbcglobal.net   •   www.austinpresence.com

The NEW home of Austin Presence, in the Randalls center next to FedEx

Has Your Front Door
Worn Out Its Welcome?

Stained, Sealed & Installed
Call for details. Ends June 30th, 2011.

Select designs apply, jambs and hardware 
additional, while supplies last.

The Front Door Company 
Specializes in:
• Rustic Doors
• French Doors
• Leaded/Beveled 
Glass Doors

• Wrought Iron Doors
• Custom Glass Shop
• Staining & Sealing

Visit our showroom
5209 NORTH LAMAR
512.459.9034

www.thefrontdoorco.com FREE ESTIMATES

BEFORE

• CUSTOM DOORS & GLASS
• IRON DOORS
• ON-SITE GLASS REPAIRS
• ON-SITE REFINISHING

AFTER
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CALENDAR

donation suggested • Lakeway Church, 2203 
Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway • 261-6331, ext. 18 
sean@lakewaychurch.net  
www.lakewaychurch.com

20 Harry Potter book/movie discussion
Say goodbye to this series with an in-depth 
discussion of “Deathly Hallows” and the last 
movie. Due to mature themes, this event is 
recommended for middle-schoolers and older. 
4–5 p.m. • Free • Bee Cave Public Library, 4000 
Galleria Parkway, Hill Country Galleria, Bee 
Cave • 767-6620  
library@beecavetexas.gov

Through July 28 Discover the 
Magic of Reading
Bee Cave’s summer 2011 reading program 
includes book clubs, craft days and storytimes. 
Times vary • Free • Bee Cave Public Library, Hill 
Country Galleria, 4000 Galleria Parkway, Bee 
Cave • 767-6620 • library@beecavetexas.gov

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Lake Travis-Westlake events at  
www.impactnews.com/lake-travis-westlake/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Lake Travis-Westlake events, included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

Worth the trip

17–19 Second Annual Marble Falls 
Soapbox Classic 
For the second year in a row, the historic 
downtown district of Marble Falls is filled with 
racing, live music and vendors. Last year’s 
premier event began a Father’s Day tradition 
for the Texas Hill Country. This is an adult 
amateur racing event for individuals, families, 
social groups and businesses that build their 
own race cars. Racing rules and guidelines 
are available on the event website. The Marble 
Falls Soapbox Classic is produced by the 
National Adult Soapbox Derby Association, 
a Marble Falls–based nonprofit sports 
association. • Events going on all weekend 
Late registration $50 per racer • Downtown 
Marble Falls • 830-385-9289  
www.adultsoapboxderby.com

17 Dive-In Movies  
Join the City of Lakeway’s parks and recreation 
department for the movie “Daddy Day Camp” 
while swimming in the city pool. • Dusk, about 
8:45 p.m. • $3 per person • Lakeway Swim 
Center, 3103 Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway  
314-7530

18 Meet the young adult authors 
Teen authors Cynthia Leitich Smith and 
Jennifer Zeigler will discuss their books and 
answer questions over pizza. • 2–3 p.m.  
Free • Bee Cave Public Library, 4000 Galleria 
Parkway, Hill Country Galleria, Bee Cave  
767-6620 • library@beecavetexas.gov

Hill Country Galleria Summer  
Concert Series
Brennen Leigh, a bluegrass and country singer, 
will perform live. • 6:30–9:30 p.m. • Free • Hill 
Country Galleria, Outdoor Amphitheater, 12700 
Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave  
www.hillcountrygalleria.com

25 Over the Edge challenge
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central and 
South Texas challenges participants
to rappel One American Center in downtown 
Austin. The first 150 individuals or teams 
to raise $1,500 will rappel the 32-story 
building and support granting the wishes 
of children with life-threatening medical 
conditions. Participants can celebrate 
their accomplishment with music and food 
courtesy of sponsors Thomas Properties, One 
American Center, 365 Things to Do in Austin, 
Patagonia, R.E.I., The Water Monster and 
Stokes Sign Co. • 8 a.m.–5 p.m.  
One American Center, 600 Congress Ave.  
www.austinovertheedge.com  
chad@cstx.wish.org

Hill Country Galleria Summer  
Concert Series
Brad Dunn & Ellis County, a local Texas 
Country music band, will perform.  
6:30–9:30 p.m. • Free • Hill Country Galleria, 
Outdoor Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country 
Blvd., Bee Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

 
Movies in the Park
Join the City of Lakeway’s Parks and 
Recreation department for the movie “Nanny 
McPhee Returns,” a family movie based on a 
nanny who uses magic to help take care of the 
children she is in charge of watching.  
8:45 p.m. • Free • Lakeway City Park,  
502 Hurst Creek Road, Lakeway • 314-7530

29 Lakeway men’s breakfast
Janet Caylor of the Protect Lake Travis 
Association will discuss the Water Management 
Plan for the Lower Colorado River Authority. 
The meeting is available to men residing in 
the Greater Lakeway Area. No reservations 
necessary and no membership is required.  
$1 continental breakfast at 7 a.m., speaker at 
8 a.m. • Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross 
Creek, Lakeway • 363-5793

July
1, 8, 15, 22 Film, food and fun 
Fridays
Children between kindergarten and fifth grades 
can enjoy age-appropriate movies, play 
games, make crafts and eat snacks. Children 
can be dropped off or joined by their parents. 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • $5 per child donation 
suggested • Lakeway Church, 2203 Lakeway 
Blvd., Lakeway • www.lakewaychurch.com

July 5–Aug. 9 Britta Herzog  
art show
Britta Herzog, a native Texan who traveled 
extensively as a child, will show her artwork in 
oils and pastels of portraits, florals, still lifes, 
architecture, figures and landscapes. She is 
active in the Capitol Art Society and the Austin 
Pastel Society. • Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.  
Free • Lakeway City Hall Art Gallery,  
1102 Lohmans Crossing, Lakeway  
www.imaginations-by-britta.com  

6, 13, 20, 27 Extreme Wednesdays
Children from kindergarten through fifth grade 
can participate in games, crafts and water 
activities. • 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • $5 per child 

June
11 Friends of the Lake Travis 
Community Library book sale 
The Friends of the Lake Travis Community 
Library, a nonprofit that assists the library in 
funding, will have books for sale by the bag.  
8 a.m.–1 p.m. • $10 per bag of books 
Jack Brown Cleaners, 1508 S. RR 620, 
Lakeway • 263-2885  
www.laketravislibrary.org

Friends in Time faculty concert 
Tapestry Dance Company presents its annual 
festival of rhythm during the 11th annual Soul 
to Sole Tap Festival, bringing dancers from 
around the country for a performance.  
8 p.m. • $17.50–$35 • Rollins Theatre, The 
Long Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin 
www.soultosole.org

Hill Country Galleria Summer  
Concert Series
The Double Bogie Band, a local pop/rock 
group formed by members Paul Grubb and 
Bruce MacKenzie, will perform live. 6:30–9:30 
p.m. • Free • Hill Country Galleria, Outdoor 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee 
Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

Movies in the Park 
Join the City of Lakeway’s Parks and 
Recreation Department for “Despicable Me,” 
a family movie based on an evil mastermind 
who adopts three orphan girls to assist in his 
mischievous plots. • Dusk, about 8:45 p.m. 
Free • Lakeway City Park, 502 Hurst Creek 
Road, Lakeway • 314-7530

12 Birding Cow Creek Road by bike
Co-sponsored by Travis Audubon and Friends 
of Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife 
Refuge, Shelia Hargis and Laurie Foss lead a 
birding adventure by bicycle along Cow Creek 
Road. The ride is about a seven-mile stretch of 
hilly pavement running along Cow Creek past 
several Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife 
Refuge tracts. The trip is limited to  
10 participants and reservations are required. 
6:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • Free • Cow Creek Road, 
Texas Hill Country • 751-3677  
www.friendsofbalcones.org

16 Story time
Award-winning British storyteller Bernadette 
Nason will entertain all ages with stories read 
with facial expressions, character voices and 
enthusiasm. • 10 a.m. • Briarcliff Community 
Center, 22801 Briarcliff Drive, Spicewood  
11:30 a.m. Lake Travis Community Library, 
Lake Travis Community Library, 2300 Lohmans 
Spur, Ste. 100, Lakeway • Free • 263-2885  
www.laketravislibrary.org

Online Calendar

Fourth of July Events
July 2  Hill Country Galleria July Fourth Celebration 
Live music and activities will take place all afternoon along with a fireworks show after 
dark. Fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m. • Free • Hill Country Galleria, 12700 Hill Country Blvd., 
Bee Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

July 4  H-E-B Austin Symphony July Fourth Concert and Fireworks
Conductor Peter Bay will lead the Austin Symphony as fireworks are displayed above 
Lady Bird Lake. • 8:30 p.m. • Free • Auditorium Shores at The Long Center,  
701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin • www.austinsymphony.org

July 4  City of Lakeway’s Fourth of July celebration 
Festivities begin with a parade. Parade entry forms are available at  
lynnkirchenbauer@lakeway-tx and are due by June 15. Grand Marshal Charles Edwards 
will be honored. The Pageant of Flags features music and patriotic speeches.
• Parade • 8:30 a.m. • Free •  Lakeway Drive from Live Oak Golf Course to the 

Lakeway Church, Lakeway
• Pageant of flags • 10:30 a.m. • Free • The Activity Center, 105 Cross Creek Road
• Lakeway Swimming and activities • noon–6 p.m. • $3 all day • The Swim Center, 

3103 Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway 
• Shuttle to Lakeway City Park • 6 p.m. • Free • Emmaus Catholic Church,  

1718 Lohmans Crossing or Lakeway Elementary School, 607 RR 620, Lakeway
• Gary Lee Cox Band performance • 7:30 p.m. • Lakeway City Park, 502 Hurst Creek 

Road, Lakeway
• Fireworks show • 9:30 p.m. • Lakeway City Park, 502 Hurst Creek Road, Lakeway
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Cypress Ridge
at Rough hollow

Lakeway
From the $320s

standardpacifichomes.com

It’s not out of reach! Be a part of  the acclaimed 
Rough Hollow community in a Standard Pacific 
home nestled in the Cypress Ridge neighborhood.

Our homes carry a signature of our long-standing 
commitment to excellence in design and 
craftsmanship that has earned the trust and respect 
of homeowners year after year.

Michelle Cohen
512.261.5081 (office)
512.917.2665 (cell)
mcohen@stanpac.com

Present this Coupon to Our Sales 
Representative on Your First Visit 

to Cypress Ridge at Rough 
Hollow and Receive an Extra 

from Our Design Center for Your 
New Standard Pacific Home.

Limit one upgrade credit per purchase.

$1,000 
iN FREE uPgRaDES 

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized 

centers of expertise in one place: The Plastic Surgery, Breast, Hand, Wound Care, and Advanced Facial 

Surgery Centers. 

  

The specialists of the PLASTIC SURGERY CENTER offer a full range of body contouring, breast 

enhancement and non-invasive cosmetic procedures. Let our plastic surgeons help you decide 

the right treatments to bring out your best self this summer.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

Reveal the beauty within.
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INSIDE INFORMATION

By Tiffany Young
Supporters gathered May 13 at Reicher 

Ranch in Bee Cave to celebrate the 15th 
anniversary of the Balcones Canyonland 
Preservation Plan—the first regional 
multispecies Habitat Conservation Plan in 
the nation—just days before Endangered 
Species Day on May 20. Both the City of 
Austin and Travis County read proclama-
tions honoring the occasion. 

The conservation plan allowed for the 
creation of the Balcones Canyonlands 
Preserve, land set aside for the protection 
of endangered species and their habitat, 
in western Travis County. To date, more 
than 29,000 acres have been set aside for 
the BCP—about 96 percent of the acreage 
required for the benefit of the two endan-
gered birds, the golden-cheeked warbler 
and black-capped vireo. 

In 1996, the City of Austin and Travis 
County were issued a regional permit from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
allows the municipalities to protect eight 
endangered species and 27 at-risk species 
in the area. Under the agreement, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service required 30,428 
acres of habitat to be set aside.

“It’s always a good feeling when you’re 
working in government to work on a 
project that’s not controversial like this, 
although I realize it has not always been 
noncontroversial. The BCPP is a great 
example of where we’re able to build 
consensus and cooperation and get a great 
result out of it,” Austin Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell said at the 15th anniversary party. 

The process began in 1988 with 

Austin, Travis County celebrate 15th anniversary 
of the Balcones Canyonland Preservation Plan

concerned citizens, businesses, municipali-
ties and organizations. 

“Central Texas got smart 15 years ago 
and realized how important our natural 
resources are to our quality of life in decid-
ing not to ignore the environment but to 
partner with it, and the results have been 
awesome,” Travis County Commissioner 
Karen Huber said at the celebration. 

Recently, Austin and Travis County set 
aside a parcel of the BCP to honor Sam 
Hamilton, previously the director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, who died 
in 2010. Huber described Hamilton’s 
contribution as an “instrumental creativity 
around the BCPP in getting it started—
fighting the battles and the wars.”

The endangered species, protected by 
federal law under the Endangered Species 

Act from any type of “take”—a federal 
term for doing harm—are the black-capped 
vireo, golden-cheeked warbler, Tooth Cave 
pseudoscorpion, Tooth Cave spider, the 
Tooth Cave ground beetle, the Kretschmarr 
Cave mold beetle and two arachnids: Bee 
Creek Cave harvestman and Bone Cave 
harvestman. While the Jollyville Plateau 
Salamander and Bracted Twistflower, a 
purple wildflower—also located within the 
BCP—are not on the endangered list, they 
are increasingly rare. 

About one-third of the BCP is available to 
the public for use through trails and parks, 
including the Barton Creek Greenbelt, 
Emma Long Park, Common Fords Park, 
St. Edwards Park, Mount Bonnell Park, 
Wild Basin Preserve, Hamilton Pool and 
Westcave Preserve. 

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell and Travis County Com-
missioner Karen Huber plant a tree in commemoration.

Huber thanks Balcones Canyonland Preservation Plan contributors for their efforts. 

Balcones Canyonland Preserve Tracts

Balcones Canyonland

LCRA

City of Austin

Travis County

The Nature Conservancy

183

2769

1431

2222

MoPac

360

620

71
Bee Caves Rd.

LAKEWAY

LAGO VISTA

CEDAR 
PARK

Lake Travis

BEE CAVE

WEST 
LAKE 
HILLS

AUSTIN

Lim
e C

reek R
d.

Hamilton 
Pool Rd.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

T
if

fa
ny

 Y
o

un
g



10 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

CommImpact-ad-Jan2011.eps   12/21/10   9:11:34 AM



impactnews.com • June 2011 | NEWS | 11

TRANSPORTATION

By Taylor Short
Don Nyland, Texas Department of 

Transportation engineer for south Travis 
and Hays counties, shared updates on 
the Hwy. 71 and RR 620 projects during 
the Lake Travis Commercial Association 
of Dealmakers meeting May 11.

In his presentation, Nyland described 
how improved fuel efficiency and electric 
car—while they are good for the envi-
ronment and cheaper to use—have major 
effects on TxDOT’s budget.

The Texas gas tax, which levies  
20 cents per gallon of gas purchased in 
the state, has remained at the same rate 
since 1992. With the advent and growing 
popularity of electric and hybrid vehi-
cles, Nyland said the gas tax revenues 
have dipped significantly. 

“If you got 10 miles to the gallon and 
now you get 20 miles to the gallon, well, 
[TxDOT] just lost 50 percent of our 
budget right there,” he said. “The hybrids 
run up and down the roads, but we don’t 
get any money.”

Revenues go into Fund 6—a fund that 
holds about $3.2 billion in revenues from 
the gas tax in the 2010–11 fiscal year.

The fund also has more than  
$1.5 billion in diversions, or other line 

Hybrids render state gas tax less effective

items the state gas tax revenue goes to 
support, including the Texas Education 
Agency, Department of Public Safety, 
Texas Workforce Commission, auto theft 
prevention and Commission on the Arts.

To add to the problem, Texas is also 
what is called a “donor state,” Nyland 
said, from which the federal government 
skims about 10 percent of the gas tax 
revenue.

Despite the budgetary issues, Nyland 
said TxDOT provides some of the best 
roadways in the country.

“You go to New Mexico and what 
they call a state highway is a dirt trail,” 
Nyland said, adding that a large portion 
of TxDOT’s budget goes toward mainte-
nance of the roads.

Nyland also spoke about some of 
the ongoing projects in western Tra-
vis County and assured residents that, 
despite tough times, TxDOT is working 
for the safety of everyone on the roads.

“Hopefully, getting out in the pub-
lic and talking to you will reinforce 
that we’re here to help the people with 
transportation needs and safety on the 
roadway,” he said. “We do what we can 
with what we have.”

Local TxDOT engineer shares road updates on Hwy. 71, RR 620

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13009

Current TxDOT projects

1   North RR 620 and North Quinlan Park Road The 
project, an installation of roadway lighting for an esti-
mated total cost of $1.2 million, was ready to bid in April. 

2   Bee Creek Road and Hwy. 71 TxDOT will construct a 
center turn lane about 1.4 miles west of Bee Creek Road. 
The project is estimated to cost $11 million. Work began 
June 7, 2010, and is about 33 percent complete. Don 
Nyland said the project would be complete in about a year.

3   Hwy. 71 East near Uplands Ridge Drive Capital 
Excavation is rebuilding a 1.2-mile stretch of Hwy. 71 
for an estimated total cost of $10.1 million. The project 
began in May 2010 and is about 50 percent complete.

4   Hwy. 71 at Southwest Parkway TxDOT is widening 
the roadway to five lanes with shoulders from Southwest 
Parkway, costing an estimated $5.5 million. Nyland said 
the project would eventually go through Bee Cave and 
Serene Hills to Lake Austin. The project is expected to 
start in July and be completed by late 2012. 
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Located in THE VILLAGE AT WEST LAKE • 701 Capital of Texas Hwy D-480 (360 & Bee Caves Rd by HEB)

In a rush? 
Give us a call for curb-side pick-up, gift-wrapped and ready to go!

347-TOYS (8697) • Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Escarpment MoPac

Davis Ln.

W. Slaughter Ln.

Escarpment

Davi

ady to go!

Happy 1st Birthday 
Brilliant Sky!!!

Come Celebrate With Us
SATURDAY, JUNE 25th

Groovy Girl Gwen 
will be Stopping By!!!

Fun Events, Raffl e Prizes & 
FACE PAINTING!

Not just ordinary……Extra-ordinary!

Linda Welsh Realty and NYTEX Auctions are a division of Linda Welsh Auction & Realty Group.

www.LindaWelshRealty.com
512-263-1030

info@LindaWelshRealty.com

Accredited Buyers Representatives • Relocation Experts • Certi� ed Negotiation Experts • Certi� ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialists •
Neighborhood and Community Experts • Home Staging Specialists • Graduate Realtor Institute members • Seniors Real Estate Specialists 

Over 100 years of combined experience in Austin Real Estate
Multi-Million Dollar Producers • Short Sale and REO Experts • Finance and Mortgage Specialists • Real Estate Investment Specialists • 

Auction Marketing Specialists • Members of Six Boards of Realtors • Bilingual Realtors • Leasing Services
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  Austin’s Top Board Certified 
Surgeons

  Specializing in both Inpatient and 
Outpatient Treatment

 #1 Joint Replacement Hospital 
   in Texas by Healthgrades 

  The Centre for Weight Loss Surgery 
for Bariatrics

  Austin Fertility Institute

  Competitively Priced Imaging 
Department 

  Private Scenic Balconies Attached to 
Each Over-sized Room

  Gourmet Chef and Culinary 
Team on Site

 MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

512.314.3800 
3003 Bee Caves Rd.,  Austin, TX 78746 
(1 mile west of MoPac)
www.austinsurgicalhospital.com 

Hospital

YOUR
Neighborhood

Now With 

24/7 
URGENT 
C A R E 

in the 
Westlake Area
Minimal to No Wait

ER Doctors on Staff

Bee C aves Rd.

MopacWalsh 
Tarlton Ln.

s

For a Specialist Referral please call 
512.314.7125

Main Line

Services Include:

24/7 Emergency and Urgent Care • Imaging services (MRI’s, CT’s & Ultrasounds) 

Orthopedics, Joint Replacement and Spine • Wound Care & Hyperbaric • General Surgery 

Weight Loss & Bariatrics • Reproductive Endocrinology and Fertility Services • ENT Procedures

(1 MILE WEST 
OF MOPAC)
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CITY AND COUNTY

The May 14 election was canceled due to 
a lack of opposition for the seats. Council-
man Andrew Schwartz was also nomi-
nated and approved to remain the mayor 
pro tem.

“I enjoy working with you all,” said 
Mayor Dave Claunch following the cer-
emony, which also included the families of 
the council members. “You bring a depth 
of knowledge to the council.”

Incumbents sworn in
Judge Kevin Madison swore in the four 

incumbents May 16 that ran unopposed 
in the May 14 election.

Mayor Dave DeOme and council 
members Joe Bain, Alan Tye and Dennis 
Wallace were all re-instated without an 
election since no one ran against them.

The council also approved Council-
man Bruce Harris as the new mayor pro 
tem. Councilwoman Dee Ann Burns-
Farrell served in the position before 
Harris.

New council members
Barry Bone, Susan Jenkins and John 

Hinton were sworn into office of Rolling-
wood City Council by Judge Lee Yeakel on 
May 26 at Rollingwood City Hall.

Floating real estate banned
The Travis County Commissioners 

Court voted unanimously to permanently 
ban floating habitable structures on Lake 
Travis during its May 24 meeting.

About 35 residents attended the meet-
ing to oppose the structures. Those who 
spoke cited safety, water quality and cost of 
services as reasons for their opposition.

Commissioner Karen Huber thanked 
residents for participating.

“We are not talking about navigable 
houseboats,” Huber said. “We’re talking 
about habitable structures that are perma-
nently anchored.”

The issue of floating habitable structures 
reached the court when a developer pro-
posed a 120-home marina designed to float 
in a cove near Lago Vista.

Developer John Shipley addressed the 
court in April and asked to meet with 
county staff.

“We met with the developer and he had a 
nice presentation, but we still have serious 
issues with this type of development in this 
location,” Steve Manilla, executive director 
for the county’s Transportation and Natu-
ral Resources Department, said May 24.

Manilla later noted that Shipley’s designs 
included sprinklers for fire safety, but said 
fluctuating lake levels and “not having 
access to dry land” concerned staff.

Currently, the Lower Colorado River 
Authority has banned building the struc-
tures there through Oct. 31.

Resident Dave Evans described potential 
fire hazards in the proposed marina.

“There is no direct fire road access,” he 

  Bee Cave City Council 
4000 Galleria Parkway • 767-6600 
http://portal.beecavetexas.com
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday  
of each month at 6 p.m.

  Lakeway City Council
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
314-7500 • www.cityoflakeway.com
Meets the third Monday of each  
month at 6:30 p.m. 

  Rollingwood City Council
403 Nixon Drive • 327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com
Meets the third Wednesday of the  
month at 7 p.m.

  West Lake Hills City Council
911 Westlake Drive • 767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org
Meets the second and fourth   
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin • 854-9425  
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_
court • Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

Rollingwod

West Lake Hills

Lakeway

Travis County

Compiled by Tiffany Young and Taylor Short

said. “If there’s a fire, the only courses of 
action would be to wait for a ferry and the 
other is to swim.”

Diane Crumley Dee said there would be 
no way for local authorities to enforce or 
inspect these structures if built, and that 
nearby residents’ rights have been violated.

“I don’t want to hear that your hands are 
tied and there’s nothing we can do,” she 
said. “If you are against [this], vote no.”

Bee Cave awards Lake Travis ISD artists
The Bee Cave City Council recognized several Lake Travis High School students 

May 24, who participated in the 2011 Springfest Art Show on April 30. 
More than 1,000 people attended the show, which is funded by the Bee Cave Arts 

Foundation, a nonprofit focused on arts in the Bee Cave area. Visit www.beecavearts.
org/beecaveartssite/home.html.

Bee Cave

Franchise fees increase 3 percent for Time Warner 
customers in Bee Cave

Time Warner customers in Bee Cave may have noticed a higher franchise fee on April’s 
bill. An ordinance between the City of Bee Cave and Time Warner for a 2 percent fran-
chise fee on each customer expired in March after a 15-year agreement. The completion 
of the agreement made a state law, adopted in 2005 by the state Legislature, go into effect 
for a 5 percent franchise fee, plus a 1 percent fee collected for a public, educational and 
government access channel for a total fee of 6 percent.

At a regular Bee Cave City Council meeting May 10, the council elected to remove the 1 
percent fee for a PEG access channel, making the total franchise fee at 5 percent—a  
3 percent total increase—since Bee Cave does not have its own PEG channel. Time War-
ner customers have access to Austin’s PEG programming and the City of Bee Cave does 
not anticipate adding one. 

The City of Bee Cave did not have a choice in raising the franchise fee by 3 percent 
because state law preempts the city’s legislation. The franchise fee is collected by Time 
Warner and given to the city for use in its general fund. 

City Manager Frank Salvato said that revenue from the fee are added to the city’s gen-
eral fund and can be used however the council appropriates it. He said the fee could be 
used for right-of-way costs the city may incur, since utility companies do not pay the city 
a fee when it needs approval of right-of-way use. 

At a 2 percent franchise fee, Bee Cave collected about $20,000 in 2010 and with the 
additional increase, expect to pull in about $60,000 per year—or more if the city contin-
ues to grow. 

West Lake Hills swears in 
three incumbents
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Su nS etS      R e f l ec t i o n      S m i l eS      co n n ec t i o nS

Summer Escape Package
from $179*

experience life At the lAke
512-261-6600 • LakewayResortandSpa.com

101 Lakeway Dr., Austin, TX 78734

ESCAPE your way. 

12801 Shops Parkway, #200
Bee Cave, Texas 78738
(512) 402-1919
www.apatitecafe.com • apatite@live.com
Shops at the Galleria near Lowes, next door to Bodhi Yoga

when you dine before 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
and Wednesday night 

Offer cannot be used with any other 
coupons or discounts. Expires 7/8/11

Casual New 
American Dining
An eclectic mix of fresh and 
locally grown ingredients fused 
with international fl avors in a 
chic but intimate neighborhood 
atmosphere.

Hours

Lunch: Monday – Saturday 
10:30am-2:30pm

Dinner: Tuesday – Saturday 
5:30pm-9pm

Closed Sunday

AT THE CAPITOL

Governor raises some eyebrows by recalling 
Lege into immediate special session
By Marcus Funk

The Legislature went into extra innings 
in early June when Gov. Rick Perry called 
an immediate—and impromptu—special 
session to resolve school financing talks 
that had collapsed in the closing hours 
of the regular session. A congressional 
redistricting map was soon to follow, and 
bills on the Texas Windstorm Insurance 
Association and a hyper-partisan “sanctu-
ary cities” bill may join them.

Most Senate Democrats provoked the 
special session by challenging and filibus-
tering Senate Bill 1811, which outlined how 
public education funds would be distrib-
uted to individual school districts; the 
House had already passed the same bill. 
Democrats widely opposed deep cuts to 
public education and gambled that further 
negotiation in a special session would 
release more funding for schools, one way 
or another.

“I don’t know if there is a common 
strategy here, but obviously, I would say 
Democrats are very interested in using the 
special session in any way we can to try 
to get more funding into public educa-
tion,” said Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin. 
“That’s really the No. 1 priority here.”

One potential method, discussed on the Comment at more.impactnews.com/13006

floor by Rep. Elliott Naishtat, D-Austin, 
could involve overriding a gubernatorial 
veto of a bill on sales tax collections for 
website retailers, such as Amazon.com, 
which have a physical presence in Texas. 
It’s not clear if the Legislature could over-
ride a regular session veto during a special 
session, though.

“I think most people are claiming 
there won’t be any difference [between 
sessions]. Some say it could get worse,” 
Howard said. “But whether it’s a long shot 
or not, we’re not going to let that get in 
the way of trying.”

Republicans say they are still committed 
to balancing the budget without raising 
taxes, and the budget itself has already 
been passed by both chambers. The Senate 
rules are also different during a special 
session, making further delay less likely. 
So, area GOP reps say, the numbers aren’t 
likely to change, and the second verse will 
probably be the same as the first.

“We passed the bills in the House,” said 
Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin. “Now that 
the two-thirds rule is gone in the Senate, 
they’ll pass the school finance bill in rela-
tively short order and send it back here. I 
don’t expect us to have a lot of debate on it.”

Perry has the authority to set the agenda 

End-of-session wrap-up: Bills area legislators passed

of special sessions, outlining what can 
and cannot be considered. On the second 
day of the special session, he included a 
congressional redistricting bill that divides 
Travis County into five congressional dis-
tricts. Perry may also include contentious 
“sanctuary cities” legislation, and may pass 
reforms to the Texas Windstorm Insurance 
Association before hurricane season gains 
strength later this summer. 

Calling a special session right away is 

either fairly routine or pretty unusual, 
depending on who’s speaking. Republicans 
like Workman said that since the Legis-
lature was so close to finishing the school 
finance plan, they expected a swift special 
session. But Democrats like Howard said 
Perry typically calls special sessions in July 
so he can issue vetoes in June without a 
legislative override; a “new interpretation” 
of the rules may change that.

Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin 

Howard authored a bill 
requiring the University 
Interscholastic League, or 
UIL, to attach a “fiscal impact 
statement” to any new actions 

or rules that would raise costs or fees 
for member schools; the group provides 
extracurricular activities to public and 
charter school students, including academic 
and athletic events. It passed both the 
House and Senate and was sent to Gov. 
Rick Perry.

Bills sponsored or authored: 

HB 1286 Requiring the UIL to include 
financial impact statements to new rules or 
actions which could raise costs to member 
schools; passed House and Senate, sent to 
Gov. Perry

HB 555 Increasing the minimum property 
damage requirement for a reportable 
boating accident; passed House and 
Senate, sent to Gov. Perry

Rep. Paul Workman, 
R-Austin

Workman passed a bill 
requiring full disclosure of 
natural or liquid propane gas 
or gas lines on any residential 
property up for sale; the 

bill was sponsored in the Senate by Sen. 
Kirk Watson, D-Austin, and passed both 
chambers before being sent to Gov. Rick 
Perry’s desk. 

Bills sponsored or authored: 

HB 3389 Requiring full disclosure of natural 
or liquid propane gas, or gas lines, on any 
residential property up for sale; passed 
House and Senate, sent to Gov. Perry

HB 1174 Allowing a county commissioners 
court to delegate to a county judge or 
county fire marshal the authority to lift a 
burn ban; passed House and Senate, sent to 
Gov. Perry
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· $82 New Patients
  includes cleaning, exam, and
  full series x-rays.

(512) 992.2822
www.rigbyadvanceddental.com

We accept most dental insurances!

Enter at the windmill, a half-mile west of RR620 on Highway 71 in Bee Cave. Or, call 512.533.2300 or visit www.spanishoaks.com.

Introducing elegance in homes and home sites.
On the western edge of Austin, there’s a neighborhood that provides serene, gated living – with plenty of privacy but also a 
real sense of community. It’s Spanish Oaks, with its own unique style including an award-winning private 18-hole golf 
course and club with � rst class dining. Plus parks, a catch-and-release � sh camp, miles of hike-and-bike trails, owners’ pool 

and pavilion, exemplary Lake Travis schools, and so much more. Come judge for yourself.

Peace, Quiet and the Pursuit of Happiness.
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EDUCATION

By Taylor Short
The Lake Travis ISD school board 

unanimously approved a $158.5 million 
bond package May 19 following recom-
mendations from an advisory committee 
May 5.

The board also chose the date of Nov. 8 
for a public vote.

A 28-member committee, made up of 
residents in each of the school attendance 
zones, spent seven meetings discussing 
bond items that would help the dis-
trict handle its high growth rate that is 
expected to leave schools at full capacity 
by 2025.

“We firmly believe the components 
contained in the proposed bond pack-
age efficiently and effectively address 
core needs for district-wide facilities in 
a fiscally responsible manner,” said Gary 
Loudamy, chair of the bond advisory 
committee, during the May 5 workshop.

The proposed bond items include new 
construction, expansion of schools as 
well as district-wide and specific facil-
ity upgrades. The estimated tax increase 
related to the bond would be 9.24 cents 
for a total tax rate of $1.4083 per $100 of 
assessed property valuation. If approved, 

Lake Travis ISD plans to bring  
$158.5 million bond to voters 

the bond election would add about 
$281.88 in taxes annually to the aver-
age home, according to a district news 
release.

The advisory committee reviewed data 
from a 2011 demographic report that uses 
student residential locations, potential 
growth, housing trends and economic 
factors to highlight patterns that allow 
the district to plan for growth in the 
coming decade.

The presentation by Population and 
Survey Analysts, a College Station–based 
demographic firm, showed that new 
housing, including apartments, will 
determine what kind of growth will 
happen in the LTISD area over the next 
several years.

The report predicts 4,311 new housing 
occupancies in the district by 2015, includ-
ing 713 multifamily occupancies. Accord-
ing to more extreme projections, LTISD 
elementary schools could hit capacity by 
2014, and by 2018, high schools could run 
out of room if the district uses alternative 
facilities. Middle schools are expected to 
reach capacity by 2016.

Board Vice President Alan Williams said 
the bond is “lean and essential.”

In 2003, LTISD voters approved a 
$36.2 million school bond that included 
the expansion of Lakeway, Bee Cave 
and Lake Pointe elementary schools, a 
replacement of Lake Travis Elementary 
School and other district-wide technol-
ogy, utility and site improvements.

Voters again approved a $126.8 million, 
five-year bond  in September 2005. The 
series included the expansion of Lake Tra-
vis High School, construction of Serene 
Hills Elementary School, expansion 

of both Lake Travis and Hudson Bend 
middle schools, improvements to various 
athletic facilities and construction of a 
transportation warehouse.

“We appreciate the thorough and rigor-
ous process used by the community-based 
bond advisory committee,” Board Presi-
dent Jason Buddin said. “They spent many 
hours studying the critical needs of the dis-
trict so that a rational and reasonable bond 
program package could be developed.”

List of proposed bond items
1  District-wide improvements (including 

contingency and closing costs) $$$$$16,125,568

2  Expansion of Lake Travis HS into current  

Lake Travis MS campus $$20,624,740

3  Necessary upgrades for existing Facilities  

$ $20,727,262

4  Expansion of Hudson Bend MS  

 $$22,246,711

5  New Elementary School $$25,000,538

6  New Lake Travis MS $$53,729,520

Total:           $   $158,454,339

6

2

4

3

1
5

Source: Lake Travis ISD
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are eligible for the reductions; 
however, some police officials say 
the number of emergency calls in 
smaller cities can be skewed.

Capt. Jerry Reyes with the Lago 
Vista Police Department, whose 
PSAP receives about two emer-
gency calls a day, said that number 
does not include those residents 
who often call the administrative 
line instead of 911.

“About half of all emergency 
calls each year come in through 
admin lines,” Reyes said.

Despite the relatively low call 
volumes, police and municipal offi-
cials say each call is still important.

“We see it as a vital service,” 
Lakeway City Administrator Steve 
Jones said. “But if we lose it, it will 
be difficult to get it back.”

Expected changes
Currently, the secondary PSAPs 

in West Lake Hills and Lago Vista 
work by directing emergency calls 
to the Austin Police Department. 
From there, the call and informa-
tion that pinpoints the origin of 
the call are sent back to the city on 
the same system.

Following the $5.5 million in 
cuts, West Lake Hills City Admin-
istrator Robert Wood said the 
reduction could complicate the 
logistics of sending the informa-
tion back to the local responders.

“The real change would be 
that we wouldn’t get the location 
information,” Wood said. “It 
would still happen the same way 
… they would transfer the call to 
us, but it would no longer be on 
the 911 network.”

Wood said while most callers 
are able to relay their location 
vocally, it would take just one 
person who is unable to speak 
or a child that does not know the 
address to delay the response.

Lakeway’s PSAP, which also 

serves Bee Cave, as well as those 
in Leander, Smithville, Luling, 
Elgin and Taylor, are primary 
PSAPs—meaning all 911 calls 
originating within the city limits 
are directed to that city’s police 
department.

Jones said the City of Lakeway 
is prepared to make up the dif-
ference. The City Council would 
have to dedicate about $90,000 for 
two years to retain the PSAP capa-
bilities, most of which would go 
toward maintenance.

Voights said CAPCOG chose 
the eight PSAPs with the lowest call 
volumes to cut—including Lago 
Vista, Leander, Smithville, Luling, 
Elgin and Taylor in addition to 
West Lake Hills and Lakeway.

Lakeway receives an average of 
13 calls a day with only two in West 
Lake Hills; however, those calls are 
still important, Radford said.

The calls are important in West 
Lake Hills also, where officials 
hope they can avoid the costs and 
time that would be involved with 
funding the PSAP themselves.

“Our first choice would be for 
the funding to get restored so we 
could keep things the way they are 
now,” Wood said. 

911 funding
Funding for 911 services in 

Texas is funded by a 50-cent 
monthly charge on new wireless 
and land-based phone lines, as 
defined in rules by the Commis-
sion on State Emergency Com-
munications.

The roughly $140 million col-
lected from the charges is con-
stitutionally delegated to 911 
services, Voights said. The state 
Legislature  holds the money in 
an account but is not using it to 
fund emergency services. 

“We have $140 million in 911 
money sitting there,” she said. “If 
you have a landline or a wireless, 
you’re paying 50 cents into that 
account, and frankly, I feel strongly 

911
Continued from | 1

that we should get the 911 money.”
Instead, the state will skim about 

25 percent of that account over the 
next biennium to soften the blow 
of the estimated $15 billion to  
$27 billion shortfall, according to 
CAPCOG.

“Everyone here is paying that 
fee. We feel like we ought to get 
the service like everyone else 
does,” Wood said.

Reyes agreed, adding that the 
funding becomes even more cru-
cial as 911 calls increase.

“That’s the last thing I think is 
fair—paying for service to have it 
taken away from them,” he said. “If 
the city has to cough up money for 
it, it’s still tax money.”

Workman’s amendment
The legislative director for Work-

man’s office, Stewart Moss, said the 
fate of the eight PSAPs now sits 
with lawmakers, who in special 
session have their plates full with 
budgetary, school funding and 
health care issues.

A conference committee, made 
up of members of both the Texas 
House and Senate, worked until 
May 29 on both versions of the 
budget bill. 

Following the end of the reg-
ular session, Gov. Rick Perry 
called an immediate special ses-
sion, where legislators could 
reintroduce PSAP funding.

“If it gets restored, then we’re 
good,” Wood said. “If it doesn’t, 
then we have to make a decision 
about whether we want to make 
up the difference in funding.”

The cuts are expected by Sep-
tember, but Moss said though it 
may be a slim chance, the fund-
ing has a possibility of being 
added back in during the special 
session, which lasts up to 30 days.

“We’re trying to see it through 
any way we can,” he said.

1   Austin Police Department    
 5010 Old Manor Road, Austin, TX 78723

2  Elgin Police Department  
 202 Depot St., Elgin, TX 78621

3  Lakeway Police Department  
 104 Cross St., Austin, TX 78734

4  Lago Vista Police Department  
 7207 Bar K Ranch Road, Lago Vista, TX 78645

5  Leander  Police Department  
 705 Leander Drive, Leander, TX 78641

Average number of 911 calls per day:

•	 Lago Vista: 2
•	 West Lake Hills: 2
•	 Smithville: 2
•	 Luling: 4
•	 Elgin: 8
•	 Lakeway: 10
•	 Leander: 15
•	 Taylor: 15

Nearby call centers

6  Luling Police Department  
 518 E. Pierce St., Luling, TX 78648

7  Smithville Police Department  
 105 N.W. 4th St., Smithville, TX 78957

8  Taylor Police Department  
 500 S. Main St., Taylor, TX 76574

9  West Lake Hills Police Department  
 911 Westlake Drive, Austin, TX 78746
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Comment at more.impactnews.com/13004

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N 
L A K E W A Y  A N D  B E E  C A V E

512.563.5360

The call volume used to decide which 
PSAPs to cut does not include calls that 
come through the administrative line. 
Lakeway Police Chief Todd Radford said 
residents should always call 911 for police, 
fire and EMS. For general questions, dial the 
administrative number.
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Annexation
Continued from | 1

these 18 lots, which have an average value 
of $1.18 million per developed lot, would 
bring about $40,000 annually to the City of 
Lakeway. Annexing the area is expected to 
have no cost to the city, Deputy City Man-
ager Chessie Blanchard said, unless the city 
must overlay the roadway. 

After hearing from the residents, Lake-
way’s Zoning and Planning Commission did 
not recommend annexing the land.

One reason for considering annexation, 
the city has said, is that the residents use 
Lakeway roads without paying for them, 
since the only roads for the residents to leave 
their homes run through the city. A few of 
the residents have said they are willing to 
help pay for the roads’ upkeep. 

Many residents who spoke expressed that 
they did not wish to be seen as freeloaders, 
but wanted to keep property rights. 

At a May council meeting in which hear-
ing dates were set, Anita Cokins, an 11-year 
resident, said she and her neighbors were 
“adamantly opposed to the annexation.”

“We enjoy the lifestyle we have there. 
We’ve heard we use these roads, but all the 
roads through Lakeway were there before 
[the city] was,” Cokins said. 

Rebuilding after a flood
City staff has recommended single-family 

residential rural zoning along with “grand-
fathering” in the lots, meaning the homes 
would be allowed to remain until the struc-
ture is replaced or the land use ceases—but 
if a home were rebuilt it would have to be 
built to code. 

This concerns many of the residents 
because their homes are built on a flood-
plain. The City of Lakeway has building 
codes that do not allow homes to be built 
below 722 feet above sea level. 

Some of the homes have had flooding, 
and homeowners are afraid if there were 
a flood that damaged the buildings on 
their properties more than 50 percent, 
they would no longer be able to rebuild 
on their land. Many of the properties do 
not own any land above the city’s allow-
able building level on Brooks Hollow Road 
and the city’s code also does not allow for 

homes to be built on stilts. 
Lynn Robin, a Realtor in the area, said she 

would not be able to sell the homes if the 
area were annexed into the city because of 
the floodplain issues. 

Many of the residents and their families 
have been living on the property for decades. 

Erik Eastburn, a Brooks Hollow Road res-
ident, said his family has been paying Travis 
County taxes for more than 50 years.

“There has been a lot of change in the 
Lake Travis area during that time period,” 
Eastburn said. “After all these years, the one 
thing that has not changed is the house that 
sits on our property. Last year my house was 
appraised at $42,000. This year my house 
was appraised at $97,000. This might not 
ever happen with new code restrictions.” 

He said that he does not want to bring his 
cabin up to code when there is the possibil-
ity it will be destroyed by flooding. 

Developing the land
One concern residents and the City Coun-

cil have in common is development on the 
properties. Being outside a city allows the 
landowners to develop the land in any way 
they choose. Being within city limits would 

mean the city would apply zoning, specify-
ing what types of homes or businesses were 
allowed on the properties. 

Steve Cokins, Anita Cokin’s husband, said 
he had discussed the matter with some of 
his neighbors and said they would be willing 
to sign an agreement saying the landowners 
would not build any commercial develop-
ment if the city agreed not to annex them. 

Council’s feedback
While most of the council members did 

not respond to the nearly two hours of 
comments from the public, two council-
men spoke after hearing their concerns. 

Councilman Bruce Harris was worried 
about what the council’s decision might do 
to the landowners.

“In all my years in Parks and Recreation 
and Council, this is by far the most troubling 
issue. I’m concerned that the decision we 
make in June may have unintended conse-
quences,” Harris said. “We all acquire prop-
erty with certain expectations as to what we 
can do with it, how we can develop it. And 
if we annex this neighborhood, we’re chang-
ing these people’s expectations. I think it 
will have a profound effect on their property 

rights. In this case, I do not feel the value for 
the city is worth the burden it puts on these 
[landowners].”

He urged the other council members to 
follow ZAPCO’s recommendation to not 
annex Brooks Hollow. 

Councilman Alan Tye, who lives near 
Brooks Hollow Road in Edgewater Cove, 
said, “The arguments for annexation just 
don’t hold water for me.”

He said a Lakeway road study recently 
showed that 1,800 drivers were using 
Highlands Boulevard, making the resi-
dents of Brooks Hollow Road only 1 per-
cent of its users. 

However, he said he was still concerned 
with the kinds of development built in the 
area and would like to ensure there is a 
future land use agreement with residents.

The day after the public meeting, six 
residents met with some of the Council 
to draft a letter saying they would allow 
the city to annex them if the city agreed 
to keep their zoning as it is. However, the 
letter needed all 18 residents signatures to 
move forward.

Lakeway’s reasons for annexation

Landowners’ reasons  
against annexation

•	The city would increase its budget by $40,000 
with the additional tax revenue.

•	The city would have more control over what types 
of development were built through its zoning 
designations and ordinances.

•	Some homeowners would not be able to rebuild 
on their properties if their home were tore down 
or damaged more than 50 percent by a natural 
disaster, because the city’s building requirement is 
that a structure must be built on land at least 722 
feet above sea level.

•	The homeowners would have higher taxes, paying 
City of Lakeway taxes in addition to the county and 
school district taxes they already pay.

•	Some landowners may have to bring some of the 
structures on their land up to city code if they are 
not grandfathered.

•	Some of the landowners plan to build retirement 
homes and the cost of building to city standards 
may cost more than they had planned. 

Not recommended for 
annexation

To be annexed in accordance to 
existing agreement

Recommended for 
unilateral annexation
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The City of Lakeway also plans on annexing other areas within its extraterrito-
rial jurisdiction. On June 20, the City Council will also consider The Overlook 
at Pawnee Pass subdivision, The Bluffs of Flint Rock subdivision, Palomba 
Addition No. 2, Lot 1 and waterfront and submerged areas along the northern 
edge of the city. No residents of these areas spoke against the annexation 
during the public hearings.

Other annexations being considered

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13003

Source: City of Lakeway
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By Tiffany Young

Franko The Ice Man
Chef leaves kitchen to carve ice into art

F inishing a work of art is a race 
against time for Franko Camargo, 
an ice sculptor based out of his home 

studio in West Austin. 
With temperatures warming, he wakes 

early in the morning to carve away at a 
block of ice before the sun rises and begins 
melting it away.

“I’m working against the clock here,” he 
said one warm, rainy morning in May.

At his home, he dons a pair of galoshes, 
an apron and gloves as he chips away at 
big blocks of ice on his back porch to get 
a basic shape. Then he transfers the ice to 
his studio—a walk-in freezer next to his 
garage—where he adds finishing details to 
his sculptures using a number of tools.

Camargo learned to sculpt ice first in the 
Japanese technique, which carves an entire 
project by hand. In 1996, he was trained 
under Mark Daukus, who uses power tools, 
such as a chainsaw, to carve the ice. He 
now uses both techniques to get the look he 
wants. A third technique—using a machine 
and computer-generated drawings to 
automate the process—is not in Camargo’s 
foreseeable future.

“It takes the craftsmanship out of it,” 

Franko “The Ice Man” Camargo sculpts a diamond ring for a wedding party that took place in early May. 

Franko’s wife of 28 years, Claire, assists her husband’s 
business by handling customer service, drawing 
some of the plans for the sculptures and occasionally 
engraving the sculptures with names or words.
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Camargo said. “It’s not as creative and it’s 
too perfect.”

Previously a chef at IBM, The Hills 
Country Club and the Summit at Westlake 
Hills, Camargo’s art—food and ice—has 
always had a limited time for enjoyment. 
His ice sculptures can last about 75 hours 
in a well–air conditioned building.

Some of Camargo’s clients include 
Steiner Ranch Steakhouse, the Villas at 
the Arboretum and Twin Creeks Country 
Club. For the opening of the Frost Bank 
tower in Austin, he used two blocks of ice 
for a replication of the building.

Camargo began ice sculpting full-time 
about a year ago after a hand injury kept 
him out of the kitchen. He now sculpts 
about three to four projects per week.

While businesses frequently hire him for 
events, he also sculpts for private parties—
with pricing beginning at $275.

At this point, he said estimates he has 
made “way more than 1,500” ice sculptures 
ranging from animals to logos. Camargo 
can also incorporate non-ice features to his 
works of art, including invitations, pho-
tographs or lights frozen within the art or 
flowers and other objects displayed within 

an ice vase.
He or his wife, Claire, sketch the designs.
“He keeps saying he wants to change his 

name to Franco Leonardo da Vinci,” his 
wife said.

Having lived in Florence, Italy, as a 
child and taken art classes at a young age, 
Camargo said it seems natural that he 
would be in a creative field. 

Franko the Ice Man
Certified professional ice sculptor
www.frankotheiceman.com
266-1943 • frankotheiceman@msn.com

Now open in the Oak Grove Plaza near Faraday's 
Kitchen Store and Body Wise Gym.

512-266-8100
1603 Ranch Road 620N

Lakeway, TX 78734
www.620chiropractic.com

Dr. Ryan Smith
Gonstead Practitioner, Palmer Graduate

• GENTLE SPECIFIC CHIROPRACTIC

• FAMILY CARE • SPORTS REHAB

• AUTO/WORK INJURY

Also off ering acupuncture, 
neuromuscular massage, 

naturopathic care, 
nutrition and more

Lakeway Pediatric Associates

When it comes to your children’s health issues, place 
your trust with an experienced professional.

Open Monday–Friday 8.45 to 5 PM • SICK WALK-IN hours Monday–Friday 8.45 to 10.30 AM

SHUBHA ADENI, 
MD, FAAP

BOARD CERTIFIED 
WITH OVER 25 YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE,
and mother of three.

Helping you raise happy and healthy children.

900 RR 620 SOUTH, SUITE C 201 • LAKEWAY, TX 78734
LOCATED IN THE LAKEWAY COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER

PHONE: (512) 328-2266 • FAX: (512) 328-2055
WWW.LAKEWAYPEDIATRICASSOCIATES.COM
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 A tailored, individualized, teaching 
approach with small class sizes. 
 

 Emphasis on language with  
Mandarin and Spanish from 2½. 
 

 Global outlook in a cross-curricular 
teaching environment. 

 
 Instructional swim program. 
 
 Flexible early-drop off and pick-up from 

7.30am to 6pm daily. 
 

 Part of  a family  of schools with a  
25 year track record of success. 

www.abercorninternational.org 
Academic excellence and global learning in the heart of Texas 

Abercorn International School 

Call us now  to schedule your private tour:  
512 - 222 - 9180 
Or visit us at:  
601 Ranch Road 620 South 
Lakeway, TX 78734 

Rolling admissions for boys and 
girls from 2 ½ - 11. 
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Sweet Treets Bakery Cafe
Variety of flavors, creative appetite drive owner’s passion 

No matter the occasion or idea, Jackie 
McGrath, owner of Sweet Treets Bak-
ery Cafe, can handle the order.

She was recognized as a professional 
baker long before she opened a storefront at 
6705 W. Hwy. 290, when strangers would 
try to place orders after McGrath made 
cupcakes for a friend’s party.

“They would ask me, ‘What do you 
charge?’ I told them, ‘Let me get back to you 
on that,’” she said.

The self-taught baker started working in 
October 2010. She used a rental kitchen at 
first, but the fast flow of orders pushed her 
to make a decision about going bigger.

“It was one of those things where I just 
had to make a choice,” she said. “It had 
grown so big that I had to either just stop or 
find a permanent space.”

By March, she found a storefront, pur-
chased pans, ovens and mixers and stepped 
into a crowded Austin bakery market. 

Starting out was slow, but to set Sweet 
Treets apart, McGrath said she swears by 
fresh, high-quality ingredients and bakes as 
if it were for her family.

“I’m more interested in putting out a 
quality product than figuring out ways to 
increase my profit margin,” she said.

Festive custom cakes for weddings, birth-
days or other events are available in various 
sizes, decorations and styles, no matter the 
occasion. 

In addition to custom orders, the bakery 
offers coffee, teas, juices and smoothies and 
produces lemon bars, brownies, cookies 
and other sweets. The display case holds 
several colorful cupcakes, but dozens of 
different flavors are available each day, such 
as chocolate-chip cookie dough, Strawberry 
Bliss and Voluptuous Red Velvet.

On slower days, the kitchen can become 
a science lab where McGrath and her crew 
experiment with different and new flavor 
combinations to add to the growing list 

like Nutella banana and cinnamon churro 
cakes and cupcakes.

“I’m always mixing up the different 
fillings, seasonally,” McGrath said. “I get 
bored of the same thing every day, so I mix 
it up a lot.”

The popularity of cake balls, golf ball-
sized balls of cake dipped in chocolate, has 
exploded across the South. Sweet Treets 
offers 15 types, all color-coded with green, 
red or caramel ribbons of icing on top.

McGrath’s passion for baking and deco-
rating, an adventurous palate and will-
ingness to experiment with flavors drive 
customers to Sweet Treets for their sweet-
tooth needs, from celebrating birthdays to 
picking up a few extra treats. 

Now the backlog of custom orders 
reaches into next year, giving McGrath 
plenty to decorate—her favorite part of the 
job, she said.

“Every single cake is different, so it’s 
always a challenge,” she said. “And it’s 
amazing to me the ideas people come  
up with.”

By Taylor Short

Jackie McGrath, owner of Sweet Treets Bakery Cafe, adds new creations alongside the favorites.  

Cake balls
$1.75 each or $19.99 per dozen

Cakes and cupcakes
Custom cake orders range from 6-inch round 
cakes to full sheet cakes ($25–$149).
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Sweet Treets Bakery Cafe
6705 W. Hwy. 290, Austin
892-2233
www.sweettreetsbakery.com
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Bikram Yoga 
Now in Lakeway!

beneFIT
bikram yoga 

Healthy Body
Healthy Mind
Healthy Life

beneFITby.comSign Up Now!

Grand
Opening Special

Consecutive 
Days of 

Unlimited Yoga

for

Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson 
Bend Dr.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N
Lakeway, TX 78734
512.215.4022

Discover the
beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

facebook.com/beneFITby

PRE K–12 •  STANDARDIZED TEST PREP •  HOMEWORK HELP

Let Mathnasium help your 
child catch up, get ahead 
and stay ahead in Math!

4300 N. Quinlan Park, Suite 215  • 512.284.9849 • steinerranch@mathnasium.com

Check out your neighborhood 
Mathnasium and see how the 

one-on-one instruction and customized 
learning plans can benefi t your child.
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Thank You
for 30 Great Years in the Lakeway Community.

Some restrictions may apply. ©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. CLB11493 0511 JB

For information about membership, call 
512.261.7200 | hillsoflakewaycc.com

We’re very excited to announce our current Expansion Projects!
•	 Bunker	renovations	on	The	Hills	Signature	Course
•	 Tee	box	renovations	on	Live	Oak	&	Yaupon	Golf	Courses
•	 Expansion	for	the	World	of	Tennis	Fitness	Center	including	new	studio	

space	for	group	exercise,	spinning,	circuit	training,	yoga	and	pilates

Limited number of Special Anniversary Memberships 
(Golf, Tennis and Fitness) available through July 30.

CLB11493-Hills30th_AdUpdate03.indd   1 5/27/11   11:36 AM

Join us for a complimentary dinner and discussion about 
the health challenges women often face during midlife, 
such as menopause, fi broids, hot fl ashes, decreased libido, 
heavy bleeding, etc. Dr. Melanie Belt will help women 
navigate these issues and learn about diff erent treatment 
options available, including medication, lifestyle changes, 
robotic surgery and more.

ASK A DOC:

Reaching 
Midlife’s Choices 
and Challenges

Melanie Belt,  M.D.  ·  OB/Gyn

FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR OFFERED BY

www.stdavids.com/connect

Please RSVP to 512.478.3627 or visit stdavids.com 
and look for Events & Classes

F R E E  S E M I N A R

Wednesday, June 29, 2011
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Physician’s Conference Room
St. David’s South Austin Medical Center

Complimentary Dinner Provided

Presented by: 
Melanie Belt, M.D.
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DINING

Apatite Cafe
A new gem in the Shops at the Galleria in Bee Cave  

L ocated next to Bodhi Yoga in the 
Shops at The Galleria where Echo 
Café previously served deli-style 

health food, Apatite Cafe is now serving 
soup, salad and sandwiches during lunch 
and upscale dining in the evenings. 

Apatite Cafe, pronounced the same as 
“appetite,” is named for a gemstone. 

Owner David Sanchez, a self-pro-
claimed “rock hound,” chose the name 
because of his love for gems, having been 
an avid collector for many years.

The restaurant opened for lunch in 
August 2010 and expanded its offerings 
to dinner in January. 

Sanchez found an opportunity to open 
the restaurant after seeing it on craig-
slist. After having been an executive 
chef for Vail Resorts Management Co. 
for many years in Vail, Colo., Sanchez 
moved to the Austin area to be closer to 
his extended family. 

When a cluster of citrine—a variety 
of quartz—caught his eye in the yoga 
studio on his first visit to the restaurant, 
he saw that as a sign to move forward on 
renting the kitchen space from Bodhi 
Yoga’s owner. 

The restaurant’s interior was designed 
by Sanchez’s wife, Jill Hawthorne, who 
owns H2 Studios.  

The wallpaper, a silver-and-cream 
design made of hexagons, was imported 
from Barcelona, Spain, and accents in 
silver throughout the intimate dining 
area give off a sleek, modern look. 

During the day, customers are offered 
a more casual dining experience with 

flowers on wooden tables. But when the 
restaurant reopens for its dinner hours, 
tablecloths and candles give way to a 
more formal, romantic setting.

A glass wall divides the yoga studio 
and restaurant, with an adjoining door, 
so customers can quickly move from a 
class to a meal. 

There is also a patio with a few tables 
with umbrellas abutting the back of 
Mandola’s Italian Market, separated by a 
fence with hanging flower pots. 

Sanchez said the area was planned to 
give a European bistro-type feel. 

Sanchez describes his food creations 
as “food with effect.” He said he tries to 
incorporate healing and aphrodisiacs in 
his recipes. 

“This is like my culinary alchemy. I 
feel like the Merlin of chefs, creating 
potions to please the senses,” Sanchez 
said. 

The restaurant also adds a sensory sea-
soning—designed to intensify the diner’s 
senses while eating—to all the restau-
rant’s foods. The seasoning is sold at the 
cafe for those who want to enhance their 
dining experience at home. 

During the day, Javier Bautista assists 
Sanchez in the kitchen and for dinner, 
Colt Winters and Patrick Fuller are his 
line chefs, working on either side of him.

Sanchez said he enjoys the freedom and 
joy he has cooking in his own restaurant. 

“There’s a lot of love in the food,” 
Sanchez said. 

By Tiffany Young

Blue crab and avocado torta ($13)

Apatite Cafe has a lunch and dinner menu, with 
lunch being a more casual dining experience.  

While a chef in Colorado, owner David Sanchez said he prepared dishes for presidents and celebrities.

Grown locally
When possible, Apatite Cafe owner David 
Sanchez tries to purchase locally grown, 
organic foods. He orders produce from 
Community Supported Agriculture farms 
and scours local farmers markets for 
fresh foods to incorporate in his kitchen 
creations. The menu changes seasonally  
to reflect availability.

Apatite Cafe
2801 Shops Parkway, Ste. 200 Bee Cave
www.apatitecafe.com • 402-1919
Mon.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 
Tue.–Sat. 5:30–9 p.m.
Closed Sunday
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620

Shops Pkwy.

Cross Town Pkwy.

Bee 
Caves 
Rd.

Seared sea bass ($21)

Signature dishes
For dinner, Sanchez recommended the blue 
crab and avocado torta ($13) and pan-seared 
sea scallops ($12) as appetizers. 

For an entree, Sanchez recommended trying 
seared sea bass, served with edamame and 
sweet corn succotash and Applewood bacon 
hollandaise ($21). 

"How about LEARNING TO FLY this for your business trips?"
Ask about our “Train While You Work Program”

We teach to optimum proficiency versus minimum standards

Confident Aviators trained by Top Instructors in 
the Technically Advanced Diamond DA40

www.flyifr.com
Georgetown Municipal Airport

Please contact Mark Wilson At 512-751-6275 to schedule an appointment

ActivCore Pilates Classes 
Tuesdays and Thursdays

Come Grow Young Wi th  Us
YOGA § SPIN § PILATES

Please call for Summer Family rates 
and teachers specials

12101 Bee Cave Road, Suite 5-E, Austin, TX 78738 | (512)263-9600 | www.TrioLifeFitness.net

In addition to all of the wonderful teachers we have 
at Trio Life Fitness, please help us welcome Victoria 
and Manu to our yoga schedule. They are both very 
experienced and talented yoga teachers and we are 
thrilled to fi ll our studio with such positive energy.
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With an auto loan from Broadway Bank, you get 
a rate as low as 3.99% APR1 plus a $100 Visa 
Gift Card.2 But, it gets even better. This low rate 

applies to NEW and USED vehicles and even when you 
REFINANCE your existing auto loan. But act now, this offer is 
good for a limited time only.

Hurry! Offer ends August 31, 2011.

Bee Cave Banking Center | 12101 Bee Caves Rd. Bldg. 3
512.465.6510 | 800.531.7650 | broadwaybank.com

38 Neighborhood Banking Centers | Member FDIC

1 APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective as of 5/15/11. All terms, rates and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rate shown 
 assumes excellent borrower credit history and includes a 0.25% discount for automatic payments from a Broadway Bank account. Your rate may  
 vary. Additional discount available for military customers who meet eligibility requirements. Minimum auto loan amount is $5,000. Refinanced  
 loans must be from another financial institution. All loans subject to credit approval, verification and collateral evaluation. Other conditions may  
 apply. 2 One gift card per household. Gift is non-transferable. Cost of gift may be IRS reportable. Other conditions may apply. See representative 
 for details. Offer valid through August 31, 2011.

auto loan
– rates as low as –

399%
APR1

NEW | USED | REFINANCED

Receive a $100 Visa® Gift Card2

Low rate and 
cash in your 
pocket
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Aaron Johnson
New Leander ISD trustee emphasizes academic integrity
By Taylor Short

Aaron Johnson won the Leander ISD Place 6 school board seat with 48.9 percent of 
the vote May 14, beating out four other candidates. The 40-year-old husband, father of 
four and eight-year Leander resident earned degrees in economics and law from Brigham 
Young University and the University of Georgia respectively. He now works as the sales 
director for Austin-based Bazaarvoice.

The newly elected trustee shared his goals, priorities and strategies for handling the 
district’s issues after being sworn in June 2.

What attracted you about being a board 
member?

I have an abiding passion for education 
and know that a rigorous education pre-
pares students for success in college and 
in their professions. I know firsthand how 
much my education has meant to me and 
to my family, and I want to ensure a high 
quality education for my children and for 
all the children in the district.

What is your first goal you want to 
accomplish?

I don’t come to this position with a 
formal agenda, but with a set of core 
values, and with a recognition that I still 
have much to learn. The values I represent 
and that I advocated in my campaign 
include raising academic standards, 
increasing the level of fiscal responsibility 

and promoting parent and community 
involvement.

What are your other top priorities for 
Leander ISD?

In the area of student achievement, I will 
begin my orientation with a comprehensive 
review of our curriculum. I want to under-
stand how the district is preparing for the 
[State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness test], which will replace TAKS 
next year, and what our plans are to raise 
student achievement beyond the STAAR 
standards. As the son of a public school 
teacher, I am very sensitive to the demands 
placed on our teachers and will encourage 
discussion with administration about ways 
to better organize classrooms and instruc-
tion so that all of our students are being 
challenged and served all the time.

What is going to be your strategy in the 
budgeting process?

I will represent the community value of 
fiscal responsibility by encouraging our 
administration to go through a zero-
based budgeting  process. This process 
is in contrast to the typical incremental 
budgeting process, where we use last 
year’s budget as our point of reference 
and simply adjust budgets up or down 
incrementally from the prior year. Given 
the extent of the anticipated budget cuts 
from the state for funding of education, 
we need something more than merely 

incremental adjustments. I commend 
[Superintendent Bret] Champion and his 
staff for their efforts preparing a budget 
that meets the challenges of the antici-
pated cuts.

What will be your overall philosophy 
in making decisions?

I expect to make data-based decisions 
that reflect the long-term interests of the 
greater community. I look forward to 
hearing from community members and 
representing the collective voice of our 
community in these important decisions. 
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New Leander ISD board member Aaron Johnson said he wants to ensure students are successful not only 
in grade school but also are prepared for higher education and the professional world, too.

900 RANCH ROAD 620 SOUTH, LAKEWAY, TX 
NEXT TO ROCCO’S GRILL  •  (512) 394-8684

MEN’S & BOY’S HAIRCUTS    HOT TOWEL RAZOR SHAVES
MEN’S COLOR TREATMENTS    MANICURES    FACIALS

SHAVING HARDWARE & GEAR    MEN’S PRODUCTS & GIFTS

When you visit Finley’s you’ll appreciate 
our friendly staff, our masculine interior, 

complimentary beverage bar, free wi-fi , and relaxed 
laid back atmosphere.  Come to Finley’s Barber 
Shop and be treated the way you deserve to 

be treated, like a man.

We are open 7 days a week to serve you. 

Now Open in Lakeway

COMING SOON

TO WESTLAKE!

Visit our Lakeway store or book online @ www.fi nleysformen.com

WESTLAKE SHOP OPENING SOON. CALL (512) 520-8326 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

TX
684
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Claudia Legere, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

www.steinerranchprimarycare.com

MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Complete Physical Exams
• Well Woman Exams
• Immunizations
• School and Sports Physicals
• Acute and Chronic Disease 

Management
• Minor Injuries

New Patients Welcome!
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXCEPTIONAL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPTIONAL CARE!

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Steiner 
Ranch Blvd.

2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430
512-266-8877  

Monday – Friday 8am-Noon and 1:30pm – 5pm

Dr. Li-Tai Chuo, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

Rajat Gupta, MD
Board Certifi ed in Neurology & Pain Medicine
Former Instructor of Pain Management at 
Johns Hopkins University

Treatment for:
• Headaches

• Spine Pain

• Fibromyalgia

• Other Chronic Pain Disorders

4407 Bee Caves Road, Ste 211 | Austin, Texas 78746 | 512-330-0961

www.HeadacheandPain.com

– in Westlake –
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Nobody expects more from us than we do®

FAUCETS.     FIXTURES.     APPLIANCES.     LIGHTING. 

COUNT ON US
1,350 locations. All 50 states. 

300 showrooms.17,000 associates. 

58 years in business. 

At Ferguson, it’s true that our inventory is huge with thousands of your top items 
in stock every day.  And we fill your orders accurately and right away.  

But there is one thing we supply that building professionals have come to rely on 
again and again for over 58 years - our people. Our associates make certain you 

can count on Ferguson - where friendly service, expertise, and a willingness to go 
the extra mile are never in short supply.

© 2010 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved.

Lakeway: 2300 Lohmans Spur, Suite 170 (512) 402-9223

FERGUSON.COM

Purist® Kitchen Faucet with Pullout 
Spout; 8 Degree™ Kitchen SinkSpout; 8 eg ee tc e S
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NONPROFIT

By Taylor Short

Play It Again
Lake Travis teens’ foundation gives sporting goods new use

L ake Travis High School junior Alex Bennitt 
said he and his fellow students are blessed to 
have a supportive environment in which get-

ting involved in sports is as easy as grabbing a bat, 
club or helmet and hitting the field.

Bennitt and his friend Ashley Bigbie devised 
a plan to help those less fortunate by providing 
lightly used sports equipment through the non-
profit Play It Again.

The idea stemmed from a trip to Dallas, where 
Bennitt’s mother, Tonya, noticed a football equip-
ment donation organization thrived in the affluent 
Park Cities area.

“I latched onto the idea because I thought it would 
be helpful in the Austin area,” Alex Bennitt said. 

Lake Travis ISD goes through new sports equip-
ment every year, he said, whereas some schools in 
the area are left to use old jerseys and equipment.

With the help of adult sponsors—Adrienne 
Buddin, Brian Schoelpple, Barker Keith and Tonya 
and Ben Bennitt—Play It Again officially started in 
March 2010.

Bennitt and Bigbie got the word out through the 
Internet and soon enough, the year-round drop-off 
location at Lakeway Aquatic Therapy & Wellness 
Center in Lakeway was filling up each week.

Keith, the owner of the wellness center, said 
he has been a supporter of the effort since its 

inception. With his various connections in the 
region as former chairman of the Lake Travis 
Chamber of Commerce and current member of the 
Lake Travis Fire Rescue board of commissioners, 
Keith’s role has been one of networking.

“I’ve really been impressed at the class and qual-
ity of these kids,” he said. “They’re really going 
somewhere.”

The organization has received more than 200 
items so far, Bennitt said, which are cleaned, cat-
egorized and catalogued.

While there are few signs that the donations are 
slowing, the young organization is experiencing 
some growing pains—namely a lack of consistent 
people who can help distribute the items to deserv-
ing kids and a major partner in gathering dona-
tions, Bennitt said.

Another challenge is finding someone to take 
over as the teens work toward high school gradua-
tion and college. While Bennitt’s mother may stay 
involved, as well as the other adults, it is important 
to retain the youthful energy of the organization’s 
beginnings, she said.

“It’s hard to imagine growing up without sports, 
and I think it’s unfair to other kids who can’t get 
what they need to play,” Alex Bennitt said. “Hope-
fully we can keep it going.”

Ashley Bigbie (left) and Alex Bennitt empty a donation bin of sports equipment at the 
Lakeway Aquatic Therapy & Wellness Center.

Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce Chair 
Steve Zbranek (left) awards Bigbie and 
Bennitt with the “Rising Star” award for 
Play It Again at the Feb. 5 banquet.
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Play It Again will take almost any 
equipment used in football, baseball, 
basketball, lacrosse, volleyball, 
soccer, hockey, swimming and 
other sports. Dance shoes and 
rollerblades are also accepted. 
Adults may also donate, Tonya 
Bennitt said, as many teens can 
wear adult sizes.

Gently used sports equipment can 
be dropped into the bin at Lakeway 
Aquatic Therapy & Wellness Center, 
1927 Lohmans Crossing in Lakeway, 
from 7 a.m.–7 p.m. Monday–Friday 
and 8 a.m.–1 p.m. Saturdays.
Contact playitagainlt@aol.com.

“Rising Star” Award How to donate

Play It Again
playitagain@aol.com
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Now in its 21st season, 93.3 KGSR’s Blues on the Green offers 
free music for all ages every other Wednesday evening at Zilker 
Park in Austin. Food vendors and non-alcoholic drinks are 
available, as well as nonprofit booths with volunteer and dona-
tion information. 

7:30–9:30 p.m. • Free • Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road, 
Austin • www.kgsr.com/blues

• June 22 will be announced two weeks prior

• July 6 will be announced two weeks prior

• July 20 will be announced two weeks prior

• Aug. 3 will be announced two weeks prior

Blues on the green

FREE

290

nutty 
Brown 
Cafe

The 18th season of Unplugged at the Grove, presented by 93.3 KGSR, showcases Austin 
musicians each Thursday on The Shady Grove’s tree-shaded patio. The series, spanning 25 
consecutive weeks, kicked off April 14 and lasts until Sept. 15. 

8 p.m. • Free • The Shady Grove, 1624 Barton Springs Road, Austin

474-9991 • www.theshadygrove.com/unplug.html

• June 23 Band of Heathens

• June 30 Sean McConnell

• July 14 Sahara Smith

• Aug. 11 Deadman

unPlugged at the grove

• Aug. 18 Foster & Lloyd

• Aug. 25 Uncle Lucious

• Sept. 1 Kat Edmondson

More dates to be announced

An Austin summertime tradition, the KVET Free Texas Music Series 
celebrates its 10th anniversary this year at a new venue, the Nutty 
Brown Cafe and Amphitheatre. The country music series kicked off 
May 4 with performances by Roger Creager and The Rankin Twins. 
Other musicians set to perform include Rick Treviño, Brandon  
Rhyder and Rich O’Toole. 

Concerts are held every Wednesday • 5–10 p.m. • Free

Nutty Brown Café, 12225 W. Hwy. 290, Austin

301-4648 • www.nuttybrown.com, www.texasmusicseries.com 

• July 6 Rick Treviño

• July 20 Brandon Rhyder, Rich O’Toole

More dates to be announced
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Kvet free texas MusiC series
The Austin City Limits Music Festival began in 2002 with 
about 70,000 people attending over two days. Now the 
three-day celebration of music and Austin’s culture boasts 
more than 200,000 in attendance and is seen as a staple 
among music festivals across the country. This year’s fes-
tival includes such acts as Kanye West, Coldplay, Stevie 
Wonder and Arcade Fire.

For a full lineup of bands, visit http://lineup.aclfestival.com

Sept. 16–18 • Most passes are sold out, but single-day 
passes retailed for $90 and three-day passes were $185 
Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin 
www.aclfestival.com

austin City liMits MusiC festival
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Live Music GuideLive Music Guide
SUMMER 2011

FREE

FREE

By Blake Rasmussen and Rebecca LaFlure

Living near the live music capital of the world has its perks, and one of those 
perks is a summer filled with concert series. From classical and blues to 

country and rock, Central Texas has a little bit of something for everyone.

Note: This list is not comprehensive

loCal live MusiC
For a list of concerts going on in the Lake Travis/
Westlake area this summer, check out May edi-
tion’s Summer Live Music Guide at 
more.impactnews.com/12566.
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Every Sunday evening from June 5 through Aug. 28, 
the Hartman Family Foundation presents a free con-
cert featuring a different ensemble from the Austin 
Symphony at Hartman Park at the Long Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Now in its ninth season, the concert series presents 
musical selections including anything from jazz to 
classical music to film scores. All concerts start 
at 7:30 p.m., and concertgoers are encouraged to 
bring picnics and blankets. Free parking is available 
at One Texas Center on Barton Springs Road at 
South First Street. Paid parking is also available at 

the Palmer Event Center garage for $7.

Sundays, 7:30 p.m. • Free • Long Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin • 476-6064 • www.austinsymphony.
org/tickets/events/hartman-foundation-concerts-in-the-park

2011 scheduled ensembles:

• June 12 Brass

• June 19 Woodwinds program

• June 26 Big Band

• July 3 No concert

• July 10 Strings

• July 17 Brass

• July 24 Woodwinds

• July 31 Big Band

• Aug. 7 Strings

• Aug. 14 Brass

• Aug. 21 Woodwinds

• Aug. 28 Big Band

hartMan foundation ‘ConCerts in the ParK’

Beginning June 10, Pflugerville residents can grab their lawn 
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets and enjoy an evening of live 
music at Pfluger Park. The fourth annual music series showcases 
free performances every other Friday night June 10–Aug. 5. The 
park has a playground, picnic areas, basketball court and an 
open field where children can play during the performances.

7–9 p.m. • Free • Pfluger Park, 515 City Park Road, Pflugerville 
990-6355 • www.cityofpflugerville.com 

• June 10 Inside Out Steelband

• June 24 Mike Milligan and the Altar Boyz

• July 8 The Invincible Czars

• July 22 The Rust Tones

• Aug. 5 The Emerson Biggins Band

Pflugerville MusiC in the ParK

While the name of the concert series might 
be a mouthful, the concept is simple: Four 
games during the 2011 Round Rock Express 
season will be followed by a concert on The 
Dell Diamond’s concert stage just beyond 
centerfield, and fans will be able to watch the 
concert from the field.

Each game will start at 6:05 p.m., and 
concerts will begin 30 minutes after the 
conclusion of the game. Game tickets will be 
$6 more than usual on those nights, but will 
include admission to the concerts. The first 
concert was May 28 and featured Asleep at 
the Wheel.

$6 plus the price of a game ticket (which range from $6 to $16) 
The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd. 
255-2255 • www.ryansandersentertainment.com

• June 18 Jack Ingram

• July 2 Lou Gramm and his band

• Aug. 6 Jonathan Tyler and the Northern Lights

suMMer series Presented By dell
st. david’s round roCK exPress

unPlugged at the grove

austin

FREE

FREE

shady
grove
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Recreation was not on the Lower Colo-
rado River Authority’s list of priori-
ties in the 1930s when it was building 

the first of the dams that created a chain of 
lakes in the Central Texas Hill Country.

LCRA’s focus was on building dams that 
would generate electricity, provide a reliable 
water supply for the river basin and protect 
Austin and other downstream communi-
ties from the worst effects of Hill Country 
floods.

But as the lakes began to grow behind 
the dams, so did public interest in the lakes’ 
recreational opportunities.    

By 1940, cities, counties and the state 
parks board were acquiring land near the 
lakes to build parks and the roads that 
would lead to them. Boat docks were being 
built on the lakes. And LCRA’s new general 
manager, Max Starcke, was receiving inqui-
ries as to when the lakes would be open for 
boating, fishing and picnics. 

The former mayor of Seguin, Starcke had 

come to LCRA in 1938 to organize its elec-
tric power program. As mayor of Seguin, he 
had transformed the town into a municipal 
showplace, with model electric and water 
utilities as well as parks and playgrounds. 

Sensing a similar opportunity for LCRA, 
Starcke arranged to co-sponsor a study by 
the state parks board and the National Park 
Service of the recreational potential of the 
lakes and surrounding region.

The report, issued in 1941, described 
what it considered a third major region in 
Texas ripe for recreational development. It 
would join the Big Bend region and the Gulf 
Coast as recreation magnets for a state with 
a population of 6 million that, as the report 
estimated, would grow to more than  
8 million people by 1960.

The National Park Service considered the 
region to be “outstanding in its park and 
recreational possibilities,” the report said.

The region offered “a vast potential recre-
ational domain,” given its central location 

How the Highland Lakes 
got its name

HISTORY

By John Williams, senior communications specialist, Lower Colorado River Authority

Sailing and other water activities were envisioned 
by the 1941 report that recommended promoting 
the Highland Lakes’ recreational potential. 
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in Texas, its unique geological features 
and vegetation and the four lakes created 
to date—Lake Buchanan, Inks Lake, the 
Marshall Ford Reservoir, later named 
Lake Travis, and Lake Austin. That cre-
ated some 60,000 acres of water surface 
and more than 670 miles of shoreline.

The report envisioned a network of 
state and local parks along the lakes, 
supplemented by riding and hiking trails 
converted from old county and ranch 
roads that the lakes had rendered unus-
able for automobiles.

The parks and other recreational sites 
would play host to a wide variety of 
activities. In addition to boating, sail-
ing, fishing, camping and picnicking, 
the report envisioned such activities as 
“campfire lectures”—popular park fea-
tures at the time—“lawn bowling,” which 
had developed “widespread appeal among 
young and old alike”; outdoor concerts 
at amphitheaters, which the report 
predicted would be ideal for the region’s 
climate; and polo fields and horse racing 
tracks, if the state legalized betting.  

The sites would be connected by a  
200-mile highway loop that would 
include a stretch of road to run atop the 
still-to-be-completed Marshall Ford 
Dam, later renamed Mansfield Dam.

For all its enthusiasm about the region, 
the report noted it had “some objection-
able features.” A federal program of 
cedar eradication had created “great scars 
of barrenness on the mountains” and 
“would soon nullify much of the region’s 
desirability as a recreational area” unless 
stopped.

And the report cautioned that Lake 
Buchanan and Marshall Ford Reservoir, 
“designed as water-storage and flood-
control levels,” would result in fluctuating 
lake elevations that would expose “great 
stretches of their respective lake beds.”

“This fluctuation of water level 
precludes the possibility of any major 
recreational developments on either lake 
shore that would function properly or 
with much success,” the report warned, 
recommending Inks Lake and Lake Aus-
tin as the “most desirable for intensive 
recreational use,” given their relatively 
“constant level.”

To promote the recreational opportu-
nities, the report suggested calling the 
region the “Highland Lakes,” given its 
Hill Country locale and the 700-foot drop 
in elevation between lakes Buchanan 
and Austin, which the report noted was 
greater than the drop in altitude of the 
entire Mississippi River.  

The report concluded: “That seemed 
sufficient excuse to refer to them as the 
‘Highland Lakes.’”

The region thus was given a marketable 
name. But soon, the United States would 
enter World War II, putting Central 
Texas and the rest of the nation on a war 
footing—and precluding for several years 
any promotion of the region as the state’s 
new “recreational domain.”

Even so, the first steps had been taken 
to promote what would become known as 
the Highland Lakes region.  

“LCRA is proud of the many benefits 
its dams and lakes have provided through 
the decades,” current LCRA General 
Manager Tom Mason said. “In addition 
to the main benefits of electricity, a reli-
able water supply and protection from 
floods, the Highland Lakes and dams 
have added immeasurably to the beauty 
and quality of life of Central Texas.” 

Public interest in recreational opportunities along the then-new Hill Country lakes prompted LCRA General 
Manager Max Starcke to work with state and federal agencies to promote the region. 
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CORRIDOR

Hwy. 71

New businesses have begun trickling in 
on Hwy. 71, west of RR 620. While Rosie’s 
Tamale House has been serving Mexican 
dishes for decades, Mike’s Bar-B-Q trailer 
and Nitro Swim recently opened. The area 
is a mix of businesses, restaurants and 
recreation west of The Hill Country Galleria 
and the Shops at the Galleria. 

Health Services

1   Hill Country Urgent Care,  
13917 W. Hwy. 71, is open seven days 
a week providing urgent care, travel 
immunizations, vaccinations, diagnostic 
testing and physical exams. 263-1600, 
www.hillcountryuc.com

Restaurants

2   A traditional Irish establishment, The 
Emerald Restaurant at 13614 W. Hwy. 71 
serves fare, such as The Emerald Potato 
Soup, The Leprechaun Irish Stew and St. 
Patrick’s Delight. 963-4272, 
www.irishemeraldrestaurant.com

3   Mike’s Bar-B-Q at 13810 W. Hwy. 
71 shares a location with the Bee Cave 
Farmers Market. It serves breakfast tacos, 
chopped beef sandwiches, brisket, potato 
salad and meat by the pound from its food 
trailer. Orders are for carry-out only.  
263-2939

4   Papa Joe’s Pizza, 13908 W. Hwy. 71, 
Ste. C, serves gyros and beer in addition to 
its pies. 263-JOES

Compiled by Phyllis Campos and Tiffany Young

5   Rosie’s Tamale House, 13436 W. 
Hwy. 71, has been open since the ’70s and 
serves enchiladas, fajitas, and, of course 
its namesake—tamales. 263-5245

Retail

6   Bedrock Stone & Design,  
13652 W. Hwy. 71, has an outdoor 
showcase with more than 270 stone 
displays. There are also locations at 3700 
RR 620 and 9401 W. Hwy. 290. 253-2288,  
www.bedrockstoneanddesign.com

7   The Bee Cave Farmers Market, 
run by husband and wife Tim and Brenda 
Skaggs, sells produce at 13810 W. Hwy. 
71 Thursday through Saturday beginning 
about 10 a.m. 750-9152

8   A gas station and convenience store, 
the Hill Country Food Mart,  
13908 W. Hwy. 71, Ste. A, also sells live 
bait, tackle and ice. 263-3257

9   McCoy’s Building Supply,  
13324 W. Hwy. 71 in Bee Cave sells lumber, 
hardware and painting supplies. The chain 
has locations in Texas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico, Arkansas and Mississippi.  
www.mccoys.com, 263-3527

10  Revival, a retail shop selling furniture, 
gifts and vintage items, opened at 13308 
W. Hwy. 71 in 2010 and is owned by Tara 
and David Camp. The store donates  
5 percent of its sales to Destiny Village, a 
ministry supporting an orphanage in Haiti.  
www.revivaltx.com

Services

11   J D Machine Works, located at 13925 
W. Hwy. 71, is a repair and machine shop. 
263-2345

Sports & Recreation

12  The New Backyard at Bee Cave, 
13742 Bee Cave Parkway, plans to have an 
entrance and exit from Hwy. 71. Currently, 
it is only accessible from RR 620, but the 
additional entrance and exit is expected 
to relieve traffic. On Aug. 14, Sublime with 
Rome and 311 will bring its “Unity Tour 
2011” to The New Backyard. 
http://thebackyard.net

13  The Lake Travis Youth Association’s 
home site, The Field of Dreams, is 
located at 13909 W. Hwy. 71. The 
organization, founded in 1978, is a 
privately funded, nonprofit providing 
recreational opportunities for the youth 
of Lake Travis. In February it received the 
Rising Star Award from the Lake Travis 
Chamber of Commerce. www.ltya.net

14   Nitro Swimming, 15506-D W. Hwy. 
71, opened its Bee Cave location in 
May. Swim lessons are available for all 
levels. Competitive swim teams are also 
available. The facility includes a pool for 
lessons and another for swim teams as 
well as viewing rooms for spectators. 
861-7946, www.nitroswim.com

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. The 
list is not comprehensive.
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REAL ESTATE

Estates Above Lost Creek
Travis County – 78735

Build-out year: 2008

Builders: Majority of homes are custom built

Number of homes: 196

Square footage: 2,317–9,340

Home values: $385,000–$2,413,328

HOA dues (estimated): $660 annually 
(mandatory)

Amenities: Private golf course, tennis courts, 
club house, gym, heated pool

Nearby attractions: Barton Creek Wilderness 
Park, Lake Austin, The Village at Westlake

Property taxes:

Travis County   0.4658 
Austin ISD   1.2270 
Travis County ESD No. 3   0.1000 
Travis County Healthcare District  0.0719 
Austin Comm. College District   0.0951 

Total (per $100 value)  1.9598

Schools:

Austin Independent School District 
1111 W. 6th St.  
Austin, 78703 
www.austinisd.org

• Oak Hill Elementary School 
• Small Middle School 
• Bowie High School

3665 Lost Creek Blvd. $1.49 million
4 Bedroom / 5 Bath 4,993 sq. ft.
Agent: Eve Kush
330-0340

3304 Hickory Creek Drive $1.39 million
8 Bedroom / 8.5 Bath 7,424 sq. ft.
Agent: Dave Murray
751-6060

3501 Misty Creek Drive $1.09 million
4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 4,001 sq. ft.
Agent: Eve Kush
330-0340

3100 Lacevine Lane $875,000
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 4,956 sq. ft.
Agent: Ashley Stucki
217-6103

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

9 2 101

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

4 3,561/6,298 $635,000/$1,120,000

On the market  (As of May 25)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (May 25, 2010—May 25, 2011)
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4509 Mont Blanc Drive $500,000 

Market Data provided by  
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com

ZIP code guide

78726 Four Points
78730 River Place
78732 Steiner Ranch
78733 Bee Caves Road area
78734 Lakeway
78735 Barton Creek
78738 Bee Cave
78746 West Lake Hills/Rollingwood

5425 Petticoat Lane   $3,295,000 

4929 Julian Alps  $496,900 

7501 Sandia Loop $849,900  

Property Listings

78746 Austin Bee Cave Woods 2007 Wychwood Drive 3br/2ba  $569,000 3,362 Maureen Martin 689-0414 Coldwell Banker United

78746 Austin Bee Creek Hills 6605 Canon Wren Drive 4br/4ba  $995,000 4,070 Jennifer Templeton 797-0353 Stanberry & Associates

78746 Austin Bull Mountain 4805 Bull Mountain Cove 4br/5ba  $800,000 4,367 Jeanne White 751-7582 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Bull Mountain 2919 Toro Canyon Road 6br/6ba  $3,900,000 9,479 Maru Davis 971-3797 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 5909 Carry Back Lane 3br/2ba  $695,000 3,166 Kay Andrews 750-0183 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Fay Add 4715 Rockcliff 6br/6ba  $1,179,000 4,620 Ted Kasper 468-0449 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Lake Side 4722 Bunny Run 4br/5ba  $2,850,000 3,597 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Lost Creek 1925 Cypress Point West 5br/3ba  $619,000 3,226 Doris Schroeder 327-1927 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78746 Austin Rivercrest 3505 Rivercrest Drive 3br/3ba  $699,000 2,123 Stephanie Nick 426-9183 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78746 Austin Rob Roy on Creek 417 Beardsley Lane 5br/3ba  $915,000 4,228 Charlotte Brigham 423-5707 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78746 Austin Simmons John 5425 Petticoat Lane 5br/5ba  $3,295,000 6,426 Sue Beal 658-5895 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin West Rim 4317 Dunning Lane 6br/7ba  $6,500,00 9,970 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Westlake Highlands 2106 Toro Canyon 4br/4ba  $989,000 4,129 Diane Dillard 426-4368 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 4409 Rio Robles Drive 4br/3ba  $865,200 4,836 Nila Williams 466-1161 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Westwood 307 Westwood Terrace 3br/4ba  $895,000 3,317 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78746 West Lake Hills Terrace Mountain 922 Terrace Mountain 3br/2ba  $1,000,000 3,564 Kay Andrews 750-0183 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Centerpiece, Hills of Lakeway 10 Tourney Lane 3br/2ba  $427,000 2,159 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Falconhead West 4929 Julian Alps 4br/3ba  $496,900 4,052 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 46 Tiburon Drive 5br/4ba  $674,990 4,495 Russell Eitel 633-1758 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 12 Parkside Road 5br/3ba  $500,000 3,452 Jan Moreland 694-0494 Moreland Properties

78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 108 Lakota Pass 5br/4ba  $579,000 4,205 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78738 Austin Rocky Creek 17617 Wildrye 4br/4ba  $469,900 3,848 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78738 Austin Rocky Creek 8813 Fescue 4br/4ba  $455,900 3,848 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78738 Austin Spanish Oaks 5308 Spanish Oaks Club Blvd. 4br/4ba  $1,899,000 5,032 Camille Abbott 529-1299 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Texas 71 11801 Musket Rim 4br/4ba  $1,749,000 5,445 Jeanne White 751-7582 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Villas at Hills 140 Double Eagle Drive 3br/3ba  $365,000 2,372 Jeanne Ann Klein 439-7777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Bee Cave Falconhead West 4509 Mont Blanc Drive 5br/3ba  $500,000 3,865 Michael Scheffe 328-1075 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Lakeway Flintrock at Hurst Creek 219 Golden Bear Drive 4br/4ba  $839,900 3,720 Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78735 Austin Barton Creek 2620 Ravello Ridge Drive 5br/5ba  $2,875,000 9,112 Laurel Prats 636-7579 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78735 Austin Barton Creek 8312 Chalk Knoll 4br/5ba  $2,400,000 7,003 Mary Worley 327-5907 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78735 Austin Courtyard at Gaines Ranch 4006 Gaines Court 3br/2ba  $355,000 2,201 Clayton Bullock 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78735 Austin Estates Above Lost Creek 3501 Misty Creek 4br/4ba  $1,000,095 4,001 Eve Kush 330-0340 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Estates Above Lost Creek 3304 Hickory Creek Cove 8br/8ba  $1,395,000 7,424 Dave Murray 751-6060 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Foothills Barton Creek 7501 Sandia Loop 4br/3ba  $849,900 4,146 Catherine Myers 423-9349 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78735 Austin Regents 6021 Pirun Court 4br/3ba  $1,000,075 4,241 Carole Martin 633-5154 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Vista Hills Condo 7701 Rialto 2br/2ba  $169,900 1,359 Alan Adams 466-8044 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78735 Austin Watersmark at Barton Creek 1200 Barton Creek Blvd. 4br/2ba  $1,395,000 3,914 Karen Liddy 971-0076 Moreland Properties

78734 Lakeway Buffalo Gap 1452 Buffalo Gap Road 4br/3ba  $619,000 2,986 Jenny Palmieri 560-6104 Moreland Properties

Market Data Lake Travis/Westlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/average days on market

78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

Less than $149,000 - 3/180 2/89 3/94 14/105 1/29 - -

$150,000–$199,999 - 34/11 2/68 - 20/176 5/42 2/51 8/115

$200,000–$299,999 20/68 21/67 21/81 5/61 79/87 9/73 22/53 3/64

$300,000–$499,999 13/44 3/325 23/119 9/125 51/136 37/89 29/103 7/130

$500,000–$599,999 4/34 15/110 32/42 11/44 35/162 12/103 62/128 12/86

$600,000–$699,999 2/83 5/93 21/64 10/75 25/164 4/127 32/81 20/62

$700,000–$799,999 4/82 18/80 21/76 14/78 32/129 15/112 30/91 42/77

$800,000–$999,999 - 12/119 16/68 9/55 16/172 8/111 18/173 29/67

$1 million + 1/8 32/151 26/132 29/140 58/241 32/106 48/151 104/140 

Month

Number sold/Median price

78726 78730 78732 78733

April 2010 16/$346,950 9/$386,000 26/$371,500 16/$442,750

April 2011 9/$326,000 14/$550,000 17/$351,000 16/$686,000

Month

Number sold/Median price

78734 78735 78738 78746

April 2010 41/$302,937 21/$349,000 27/$400,000 33/$582,000

April 2011 31/$297,000 19/$350,000 31/$487,000 40/$636,250

On the market  (April 1–30) Monthly home sales (April 1–30)

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

2704 Vallarta Lane  $290,000  

13810 Panorama Drive   $875,000  

2421 Golden Gate Park  $279,900      

11904 Eagles Glen Drive  $639,000     

4300 Inshore Cove  $659,000       

126 Scorpion Drive  $345,000 

25 Casa Verde    $144,900 

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12992

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 05/12/11 and 05/26/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78734 Lakeway Casa Verde Condo 25 Casa Verde 3br/2ba  $144,900 1,705 Angela Groves 422-8271 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Costa Bella 208 Bella Riva 7br/8ba  $3,450,000 10,305 Stephanie Nick 426-9183 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78734 Lakeway Lake Oak Estates 15103 Cavalier Canyon Drive 3br/2ba  $128,500 1,904 Jonathan Creath 610-3206 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78734 Lakeway Lakeway Condo Patio Homes 230 Lido St. 4br/2ba  $145,000 2,130 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 1003 Challenger 3br/3ba  $930,000 3,878 Eunice Martin 913-5111 Moreland Properties

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 852 Sunfish St. 4br/3ba  $524,900 3,349 Stephen Swan 619-5493 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 126 Scorpion Drive 4br/2ba  $345,000 2,108 Diana Thomas 970-4489 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78734 Austin Lakeway 3805 Lakeway Blvd. 4br/2ba  $265,711 2,387 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 130 Long Wood Ave. 4br/2ba  $349,000 2,534 Melanie Martin 731-9101 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 28 Water Front 4br/4ba  $1,200,000 4,022 Kevin Bench 750-0120 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78734 Austin Rough Hollow 403 Rough Hollow 4br/5ba  $1,435,000 4,410 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Sunday House 4408 Commanders Point 4br/3ba  $515,000 2,535 Amber Hart 415-9023 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway The Enclave of Rough Hollow 318 Martinique Pass 5br/3ba  $1,100,000 3,756 Bertina Schreiber 796-5740 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Vineyard Bay 15801 Chateau Ave. 5br/4ba  $1,399,000 5,066 Jeanne Adams 423-6933 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Woods Lake Travis 17053 Trail of the Woods 4br/4ba  $649,900 4,328 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Austin Lake Estates 2704 Vallarta Lane 3br/2ba  $290,000 1,950 Brian Fahey 970-8772 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Austin Lake Estates 2210 Saratoga Drive 4br/2ba  $345,000 2,100 Brian Fahey 970-8772 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Bruton Springs 1610 Bruton Springs 5br/4ba  $3.3 million 6,986 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78733 Austin Rob Roy on Lake 1100 Exton Cove 4br/3ba  $1,695,000 5,069 Stephanie Nick 426-9183 Capital City Sothebys Int'l

78733 Austin Saratoga Point 2500 Saratoga S. Drive 4br/4ba  $1,549,000 5,223 Judith Corbitt 585-4251 Austin City Living

78733 Austin Senna Hills 10604 Pluchea Cove 4br/3ba  $589,000 3,771 Trisha Graham 560-9994 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78733 Austin Seven Oaks 9121 Camelback Drive 6br/7ba  $2,699,000 8,037 Dawna Cekuta 413-3333 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78732 Austin Comanche Trail 13915 Lake View Drive 2br/1ba  $275,000 1,052 Carrie Altemus 517-4776 Property Consultants of Austin

78732 Austin Comanche Trail 13810 Panorama Drive 4br/2ba  $875,000 3,961 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin River Dance 817 Santaluz Path 5br/4ba  $645,900 4,483 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin River Dance 608 Santaluz Path 5br/4ba  $726,900 4,365 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 11809 Palisades Parkway 4br/3ba  $648,000 3,619 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2841 Lantana Ridge Drive 3br/2ba  $289,900 2,359 Stacey Bruck 736-3985 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 104 Palisades Parkway 5br/4ba  $491,000 3,322 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 11905 Palisades Parkway 4br/3ba  $585,000 3,619 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch Parkside 2421 Golden Gate Park 4br/3ba  $279,900 2,717 Sean Mulcahy 971-3995 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3508 Refugio Court 3br/2ba  $245,000 2,120 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12804 Texas Sage 3br/2ba  $295,000 2,319 Angela Noeth 695-7025 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2516 Lipizzan Drive 5br/4ba  $479,000 4,359 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 13208 Coleto Creek Trail 5br/5ba  $559,000 4,326 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 13313 Coleto Creek Trail 4br/4ba  $789,000 4,589 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2008 Val Verde 5br/4ba  $550,000 4,214 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 1109 Horseback Hollow 4br/2ba  $319,000 2,581 Harold Patterson 925-4663 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11904 Eagles Glen Drive 5br/4ba  $639,000 5,187 Richard Walker 345-7837 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 1220 Red Oak Valley Court 3br/2ba  $529,900 3,012 Patrick McGinley 784-2142 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12528 Capella Trail 4br/4ba  $459,000 3,366 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 1121 Lakewood Hills 5br/3ba  $960,000 4,001 Jacqueline Holtzman 736-7653 Avalar Austin

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 700 Lakewood Hills Terrace 4br/3ba  $595,944 4,275 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2000 Rio Mesa 4br/3ba  $530,600 3,890 Tom Siddons 426-1288 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78730 Austin Greenshores on Lake Austin 7112 Greenshores 4br/4ba  $1,000,099 4,458 Richard Cones 784-8269 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78730 Austin Monte Vista Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 2br/2ba  $199,900 1,150 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Oak Shores on Lake Austin 3007 Patio Circle 4br/3ba  $675,000 3,456 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 4300 Inshore Cove 4br/3ba  $659,000 3,655 Samuel Wachnin 656-3378 Moreland Properties

78730 Austin River Place 4225 Canoas Drive 4br/3ba  $448,888 3,027 Jeffrey Clawson 695-2425 Austin Vestors
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NewHomes and Communities

Taylor Morrison, Steiner Ranch – A Winning Combination

T aylor Morrison brings 
luxury living to the majestic 

beauty of Steiner Ranch with its 
six breath-taking communities.
Emerald Ridge, Fairways, Laurel 
Canyon, Mediterra, Palisades 
and Shadestone Villas range in 
price from the $260s to over 
$500,000 and offer beautiful hill 

country views.
 “We take great care in designing 

and planning out features, ameni-
ties and landscapes to make our 
properties stand out,” explains Jeff 
Hudson, vice president of Sales 
and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the exist-
ing views and design our land 

plan around it.”
Taylor Morrison offers unique 

and vibrant floor plans for buyers 
in every stage of life, from first-
time buyers to empty-nesters. 

Their newest community, Fair-
ways at Steiner Ranch, is located 
on The University of Texas Golf 
Course and features home sites 

along the third, fourth, fifth and 
sixth and holes of the award-
winning course. Homes at the 
Fairways start at $260 and range 
in size from 1,841 to 2,745 sq. ft. 
Floor plans feature three to four 
bedrooms and two- to three-car 
garages.

One of Steiner Ranch’s most 

attractive features is access 
to outstanding Leander ISD 
schools. Residents also can 
enjoy manicured hike and bike 
trails and access to the Bella 
Mar community center, which 
features a pool, playscape, 
soccer fields, baseball dia-
mond, picnic area and tennis 
courts. And of course, nearby 
Lake Austin provides hours of 
recreational fun.

With dedicated green space 
surrounding much of the 
development, and plentiful 
views of the scenic rolling ter-
rain available from many home 
sites, Steiner Ranch delivers 
the very best of laid back, yet 
luxurious Austin living. 

And now, Taylor Morrison is 
giving everyone the chance to 
win the home of their dreams. 
Enter the Dream Home Give-
away contest between by June 
30, 2011, and you could win a 

single-family home in any of Tay-
lor Morrison’s communities in the 
U.S. Tell a friend and you could 
win other prizes. Already buying 
a Taylor Morrison home? Enter 
the contest and win $5,000 in 
designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Mor-
rison, and to enter their Dream 
Home Giveaway, visit taylormor-
rison.com.

One of Taylor Morrison’s more popular floor plans – the Sorrento – is available at Steiner Ranch.

INSIDE

Highland Homes showcases a quiet 
alternative in the bustling suburbs.

Page 42

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000
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NewHomes and Communities
Highland Homes’ Final Phase at Steiner Ranch

W ith Steiner Ranch nearing comple-
tion, buyers have only one more 

chance to build with Highland Homes 
in the award-winning master planned 
development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated com-
munity which features 90-foot lots, 
superior amenities and some of the most 
spectacular views that Steiner Ranch has 
to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they are 
built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, High-
land Homes sales consultant. “We take 
into account where the lot is situated and 
build the home to capture the best view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

And, unlike many builders, Highland 
Homes’ in-house architects are able to 
accommodate semi-custom to custom 
designs. “We can offer buyers the best 
of both worlds – beautiful, efficient floor 
plans that can be tailored to their specific 
needs,” adds Richardson.

Many of the architectural details offered 
by Highland Homes in Steiner Ranch are 
considered upgrades with other builders. 
Some of their standard options include four 
sides clay brick with stone or stucco, soar-
ing ceilings that slope to 15 feet in height, 
oversized windows, more than 250 stan-
dard tile selections, custom-built 40-inch 
raised panel cabinets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, including 
private access to Lake Austin, three com-
munity centers, numerous pools, 750 acres 
of nature preserves and more. Santaluz is 
only minutes from Lake Travis, as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 

other community, with 
several on-site restau-
rants and elementary 
schools, a daycare cen-
ter, ice cream and coffee 
shops and gas station. 
In addition, a Randalls 
Signature grocery store 
is scheduled to open this 
summer at the entrance 
to Steiner Ranch.

Santaluz is situated 
within Leander ISD and 
feeds into River Ridge Elementary, Can-
yon Ridge Middle School and Vandegrift 
High School. “The schools here are high 
caliber,” adds Richardson. “And they’re 
close – Santaluz is within walking distance 
to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, it’s 
no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ pre-
mier home builder. “At Highland Homes, 

we are not ‘done’ when the customer 
closes on his or her house. We go above 
and beyond to provide excellent customer 
service and ensure that our customer is 
happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning community 
are selling quickly. To learn more about 
Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.com or 
calling Lyn Richardson at 512-266-7117.

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-
and-a-half baths and three living areas with a three-car garage.  

Homes All  Over Austin from the $240’s-$600’sThere has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 
Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to homes for first-time 
buyers in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers home 

buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design features 
like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

www.HighlandHomes.com

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 6/30/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s
	 512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Inner Space... Outer Beauty
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 YACHT CLUB COVE | ..

RATED TOP 20 IN AUSTIN AND SURROUNDING AREA BY FOOD CRITIC ROB BALON
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ENJOY LIVE MUSIC ON THE NEWLY EXPANDED 
PATIO AT THE GRILLE AT ROUGH HOLLOW, 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY EVENINGS 6-9PM 
AND SUNDAY BRUNCH FROM 11-2PM. 

THIS DELICIOUS EATERY ALSO OFFERS DAILY 
HAPPY HOUR ON THE LAKE FROM 2-6PM 

DAILY WITH DRINK SPECIALS AND 
HALF PRICED SELECT APPETIZERS. 

ON WEDNESDAY'S, OYSTERS ON THE HALF 
SHELL ARE SERVED FROM 4:00PM 

UNTIL THEY RUN OUT! 

THURSDAY'S THE GRILLE FEATURES 50% OFF 
BOTTLES OF WINE $50 OR LESS.

SUNDAY-THURSDAY 11 A.M. TO 9 P.M.
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 11A.M TO 10 P.M.

FOR INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.THEGRILLEATROUGHHOLLOW.COM

71Thomas 
Sp

rin
gs R

d.

Old Bee Caves Rd.
Thomas 

Springs Rd.

(512) 288-5599
9125 C. Hwy. 71 W. Austin, TX 78735  •  www.canterasreal.com

15% OFF 

Free Estimates and Custom Designs

Columns • Travertine • Fireplaces • Pool Copings • Fountains • Stone Flooring

All kind of stone works

Pergolas

Cantera Columns 
12”x 8’-0”  Expires 7/8/2011

Exclusive Stone 
Work Designs

Located near the “Y” in Oakhill   •   7500 Hwy 71 W, Ste. 111  •  Austin, TX 78735 
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  •   Saturday: By appointment only

MADE IN THE USA

FE
ATURING PRODUCTS

5 1 2 . 3 0 1 . 5 5 8 0

W H AT  H A P P E N S  H E R E  N E E D S  TO  S TAY  H E R E .

1% of your floor 
purchase will be 
donated in your 

name to the 
local school of 

your choice.
*Credit card payments are 

still accepted but do not qualify 
for school donation. 

*Does not apply to commercial jobs.

      Lakeway Blvd.

Dave Dr.

620

Dr.

00000

$75.95 Includes:
Cleaning, Exam, X-rays 

& fl oride treatment.
($160.00 value!)

1008 RR 620 South #201
Lakeway, TX 78734 • (512) 402-9996
info@lonestarpediatricdental.com
www.lonestarpediatricdental.com

We are in-network with most insurance companies 
including: Delta Dental, Metlife, United Concordia, 
CHIP, Cigna, Humana, Aetna, Medicaid, Principal, 
Assurant and more!

 graduated from Baylor Universi-
ty in Waco, followed up by attending The University of Texas 
Dental School in Houston.  She is a diplomat and member 
of The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) and 
a member of the American Dental Association (ADA) and 
Texas Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (TAPD).  She speaks 
� uent Spanish.  Rachel considers it a joy working with chil-
dren and getting to know them and their families.

received his dental degree 
from Baylor University and attended Tufts Dental School 
in Boston.  He has a heart for dental mission work and 
treated patients in Nicaragua in 2008.  Marty is a member of 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD), American 
Dental Association (ADA) and Texas Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry (TAPD).

www.lonestarpediatricdental.com

CALL TODAY to schedule an appointment before the summer rush!


