
A city can set a hotel occupancy tax at up to 7 percent, though the Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce 
is likely to ask for 4 percent or 5 percent. The graphic below shows the impact on hotel bills if a  
4 percent tax or the maximum amount is approved by Lakeway. The numbers are based on 2010 fig-
ures from the State Comptroller’s Office and chamber of commerce estimates of average lodging costs 
at $105–$130 and a 70 percent occupancy rate of hotels, condos and bed and breakfasts in Lakeway.
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Burn bans and other precautions in effect to combat dryness in Central Texas

LCRA says summer to be ‘pretty brutal,’ 
but enough water remains for customers

By Tiffany Young
If Lower Colorado River Author-

ity’s Chief Meteorologist Bob Rose’s 
forecast proves true, Central Texas’ 
drought will continue through the 
summer months with high tem-
peratures alongside little rainfall. 
In a worst-case scenario, Highland 
Lakes water storage would become 
half empty by October—not its his-
toric low, but well below last year’s 
levels, according to LCRA. 

“Much of Texas is covered in 

drought. Our area right now is 
in severe drought and both sides 
of [Central Texas] now have 
received [the designation] extreme 
drought—from the College Station 
area and to our west,” Rose said. 
“Overall, this is looking to be a 
pretty brutal summer, I think.”

The Highland Lakes include 
Lake Travis, Lake Austin, Lake 
Buchanan, Inks Lake, Lake LBJ and 
Lake Marble Falls.

Reading the latest Climate 

Forecast System model, Rose 
said the projection showed Texas 
with little rain through June, and 
returning more or less to neutral 
between July and September, with 
warmer-than-usual temperatures 
until early fall.

The drought is not expected to 
deplete the lake’s stores enough to 
prevent LCRA customers’ access to 
water, but it may affect residents in 
other ways, such as recreation and 
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Lake Travis Chamber hopes revenue would bring more tourism

City of Lakeway examines  
new hotel occupancy tax 
By Taylor Short

Business leaders are working with the 
City of Lakeway to enact a possible hotel 
occupancy tax—a funding source Lake  
Travis Chamber of Commerce officials hope 
will almost double the funding used to draw 
tourists to the area.

If a HOT were approved in Lakeway, 
guests of hotels, motels and bed and break-
fasts in the city limits, as well as those rent-
ing condominiums, apartments and houses 
for less than 30 consecutive days, would be 
charged. The Lakeway City Council has the 
authority to set the tax between 2 percent 
and 7 percent without a public vote.

Lakeway administrators have been look-
ing into how this tax would work in the city 
by viewing Capital Area Council of Gov-
ernments presentations and taking a trip to 
Bastrop to see its experience with the tax. 
Lakeway officials say it could be months 
before the council discusses the proposal, 

but chamber leaders say they hope the tax 
will have a positive effect in the business 
community.

“Hotel occupancy taxes are typical in 
most places, so we’re just essentially catch-
ing up,” Chamber Chair Steve Zbranek said.

HOT proposal
Laura Mitchell has served as the LTCC 

president since May 2005. Before then, she 
had worked in the hotel industry, where she 
became familiar with the HOT in Austin.

Learning more about the HOT, she said 
she began to realize how the money could 
be driven towards advertising the city’s ame-
nities. As the head of an organization with 
more than 400 business members, Mitchell 
said she felt a HOT could benefit them all.

Zbranek is helping to spearhead the effort 
for the chamber. The chamber has obliga-
tions to its members and the small budget 
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HOTEL TAX

breakdown of hotel tax at 4% breakdown of hotel tax at 7%

Average lodging cost per night:  $105–$130

Average occupancy rates:              70%

Based on these numbers, the 4% hotel tax adds 

to the average hotel bill:                $4.20–$5.20

This will result in annual revenues of about 

$299,681 per year for the city. 

Average lodging cost per night:  $105–$130

Average occupancy rates:              70%

Based on these numbers, the 7% hotel tax adds 

to the average hotel bill:                 $7.35–$9.10

This will result in annual revenues of about 

$530,000 per year for the city. 
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In An Emergency, 
Always Dial 911

Poison Control Center
1-800-222-1222

Our ER was the first in South Austin.
Over 25 years later, your care is still #1.

Amy Killen, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center ER

“In our ER, the latest life-saving 

technology and our commitment 

to patients make the difference.”

512-447-2211 
STDAVIDS.COM

• Board-certified emergency physicians. 

• Member of Austin’s first and only 
 Network of Accredited Chest  
 Pain Centers.

•  Nationally recognized for 
 excellence in cardiology.

•  Fast-Track ER for 
 minor emergencies.

1015_10_StD_ED_Killen_10.75x13.indd   1 5/6/11   2:32 PM
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I recently completed 
participation in Leader-
ship Lake Travis. The class, 
sponsored by the Lake 
Travis Chamber of Com-
merce, is in its second 

year. Throughout the year, beginning in 
September, a class of some 30 leaders and 
emerging leaders in the community meet 
monthly to get insight into the different 
facets of the community, such as govern-
ment, education, retail, nonprofit, tourism, 
real estate and economic development.

And, each month, I was fortunate 
enough to connect with local business 
leaders, elected officials and administrators 
to learn how they interact with the com-
munity and confront issues that affect the 
people they serve and do business with.

The knowledge that each of us gained 
about the community, its history and its 
leaders was invaluable. We learned about 
the early settlers in this region and how the 

climate and topography affected their crops 
and businesses—it’s always been “feast or 
famine” when it comes to rain in this area, 
which is why Mansfield Dam was built.

We also went behind the scenes in some 
local businesses, in an emergency control 
center and in Mansfield Dam itself, which 
was extraordinary.

But I must say that the places we visited 
provided only a portion of the education. It 
was the people I met along the way and the 
relationships I formed that made this expe-
rience so enriching. John F. Kennedy said, 
“Leadership and learning are indispensable 
to each other.” I am grateful to the chamber 
for having provided this wonderful lesson.

Learn more about Leadership Lake Tra-
vis at www.laketravischamber.com.
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March employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 6.9% in February

State unemployment—8.1%
Down from 8.2% in February

National unemployment—8.8%*
Down from 8.9%* in February

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, trade, transportation 
and utilities added 2,400 jobs. Leisure and hospitality also 
added 2,400 jobs. Professional and business services 
added 2,100 jobs, and government added 1,100 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

Local representative calls for propane 
regulation to allow competition
more.impactnews.com/12221

“[Rep.] Paul [Workman] represented us well on this.” 
—nis93san

“Agreed. Unfortunately, this sort of mini-monopoly seems to 
be quite prevalent in this area. I’ve been in Austin almost 10 
years and I’m about to move into my third such community. 
The lack of competition and/or regulation is a real problem 
and I’m thrilled to see it get this sort of legislative attention.” 

—Morris Moore

“Please add me to the list of people that would like to see 
propane regulated.” 

—Jimmy Barker 

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need 
to help out with disaster relief in those states recently be-
sieged with flooding, tornadoes and wild fires. We would 
encourage our readers to help, also.

Your gift to the American Red Cross will support disaster 
relief efforts throughout this country and around the world. 

Donate at redcross.org
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a free account to save recommendations 
and share recommendations with friends. 
www.primodish.com

Rick Bryant, owner of Austin Curb 
Service, partnered with Arlington-based 
Concrete Graphics to offer a home 
address stick-on application, which is 
made of aluminum and is reflective and 
recyclable. He serves all of Austin and 
the surrounding areas, from Georgetown 
to San Marcos. 662-0396, rick@
concretegraphics.com

Coming Soon

13   Good 2 Go: Wine, Fresh Food, Pizza 
plans to open in early June at 6317 Bee 
Caves Road in West Lake Hills, replacing 
the former tenant, ZuZu Homemade 
Mexican Food. The restaurant will focus 
on take-out and catering orders and 
eventually deliveries.  

14   Finley’s Barber Shop, which opened 
in Lakeway two years ago, plans to open a 
second location this summer at  
701 Capital of Texas Hwy., Ste. F-620, 
in West Lake Hills’ Village at Westlake 
shopping center. The business specializes 
in cuts, shaves, manicures and massages 
for men with complimentary drinks, 
televisions and free Wi-Fi in the shop. 
394-8684, www.finleysformen.com

Relocations

15   As a cost-saving measure, the Lower 
Colorado River Authority customer 
service office at 11612 Bee Caves Road will 
be relocated to 3701 Lake Austin Blvd. 
effective May 31. The office is inside the 
Miller Building and will continue to serve 
walk-in customers. The drop box at the 
Lake Pointe office will be removed, but 
customers can still access online services 
or pay bills at H-E-B grocery stores.  
877-718-4396, www.lcra.org

School Notes

Eanes ISD school board members voted 
April 11 to renew all one-year and 
probationary contracts to administrators, 
professionals and teachers—avoiding any 
layoffs at this time—as they continue to 
refine details of the 2011–12 budget. The 
district is reducing positions through 
attrition, leaving some positions vacant 
and filling gaps by possibly shifting staff 
across grade levels. www.eanes.k12.tx.us

New Management

16   Apricot Lane Boutique, which carries 
branded fashion apparel, jewelry, handbags 
and accessories, reopened under new 
management April 18 at its Hill Country 
Galleria location, 12700 Hill Country 
Blvd., Ste. G-145, in Bee Cave.  
www.apricotlaneusa.com

Now Open

1   Lone Star Pediatric Dental, whose 
four doctors specialize in dental work 
for children beginning at 6 months old, 
opened its second location April 18 at 1008 
S. RR 620, Ste. 201, in Lakeway. 402-9998, 
www.lonestarpediatricdental.com

2   Dancer’s Closet opened a second 
location April 15 at 107 S. RR 620, Ste. 106, 
in Lakeway’s Liberty Center. The store 
carries dance wear for adults and children, 
including basic and fashion items, as well 
as fitness wear and dance shoes.
266-0900, www.dancersclosetaustin.com

3   Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt, a self-
serve, choose-your-own-toppings yogurt 
chain with 90 stores in 20 states, opened 
a location at Plaza Volente, 11521 N. RR 
620, Ste. F-940, in Austin on April 1.  
258-1599, www.orangeleafyogurt.com

4   Sun Lounge Spa opened in early 
March next to Papa Murphy’s and 
Randalls at 2303 S. RR 620, Ste. 190, in 
Lakeway. The studio offers UV, airbrush 

and Mystic tanning, as well as massage 
services, without long-term contracts.  
263-9911, www.sunloungespa.com

5  Professional Marine Services opened 
April 1 at 900 N. RR 620, Ste. C101–170, 
in Lakeway. Owner Gary Cozart said 
the company specializes in dock design, 
construction and repair. 981-8340,  
www.professionalmarineservices.net

6   Red’s Fresh Food opened April 20 
at 1700 N. RR 620, Ste. 101, in Lakeway’s 
Lighthouse Market. The restaurant offers 
several items cooked on a wood fire grill 
including burgers, hot dogs, subs, pasta 
and salads. 266-7900, www.redsfresh.com

7   Psychotherapist Jill Z. Brenner 
recently opened Therepé at  
1000 Westbank Drive, Ste. 6-250, in 
West Lake Hills. Brenner said she offers 
individual counseling sessions to help 
people move forward and obtain a 
healthier state of mind. 686-3433 ext. 6,  
www.austintherepe.com 

8   Mike and Tracy Koleber, owners of 
Nitro Swimming in Cedar Park, opened a 
second location in Bee Cave on  
April 30 at 15506 W. Hwy. 71, Ste. D. The 
32,000-square-foot indoor swim center 
holds 23 laned pools with UV filtration for 
swimming lessons and team swimming 
competitions. 259-7999,  
www.nitroswimming.com

9   Boat Candy Tanning Spa & Bikini 
Boutique opened May 1 at 915 S. RR 620 
in Lakeway. In addition to selling bikinis 
and UV and spray tanning, patrons can 
use the hydration station and Beauty 
Angel red light collagen treatment.  
614-2720, www.boatcandy.net

10   Rita’s Ice Custard Happiness, a 
national chain offering Italian ice and 
frozen custard, opened May 7 at 3267 Bee 
Caves Road in the West Woods shopping 
center in Rollingwood. www.ritasice.com

Primo Analytics launched a dish review 
website, Primo Dish, on April 18. The 
Austin-based website allows users to rate 
different dishes from restaurants, create 
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Dancer’s Closet in Westlake opened a Lakeway 
location April 15. 

Owners Chris “Red” and John Dokos (far right) 
prepared their crew for the first day of business at 
Red’s Fresh Food on April 20.

Jessica Caparco, store manager at Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt, holds a cup of yogurt with fruit toppings in 
the new location at 11521 N. RR 620 next to Panda Express in Plaza Volente.

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

17   Wayne Epps, owner of Epps Body 
and Paint, located at 14503 W. Hwy. 71 
in Bee Cave, recently sold the 23-year-old 
business to Steve and Melissa Takamatsu, 
who also own Lawson Tire & Automotive, 
located at 9520 W. Hwy. 290. The 
Takamatsus said the shop would receive 
improvements such as a larger waiting 
room and a new logo. 740-5466,  
www.eppsbodyandpaint.com

Expansions

18   Dentist Justin Koen recently joined 
Janelle Harris at Lake Austin Family 
Dental, located at 2504 Lake Austin 
Blvd. in Austin. Koen said he stepped 
in after Jacquelyn Morris, who founded 
the practice with Harris, was married. 
The office provides a variety of dental 
procedures for adults and children.  
474-5233, www.lakeaustinfamilydental.com

Name Change

19   Mixed martial arts gym ATX MMA, 
which began classes in April, has been 
renamed Lake Travis MMA to reflect its 
location at 12403 Hwy. 71 in Bee Cave. 
Classes include mixed martial arts, 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu, CrossFit, personal 
training and yoga. 619-6686,  
www.ltmma.com

Closed

20  The Blockbuster location at 2303 RR 
620, Ste. 170, next to Randalls in Lakeway, 
closed following the video rental chain’s 
bankruptcy in 2010 and the closing of 
hundreds of locations.  
www.blockbuster.com

In the News

English Rose Concierge, a Lakeway-
based personal services agency, recently 
announced a partnership with Austin 
Children’s Shelter. The business will donate 
a portion of each purchase to the shelter. 
573-9138, www.englishroseconcierge.com

Several West Travis County businesses 
were named finalists in the Austin Business 
Journal’s “2011 Best Places to Work in 
Central Texas.” These businesses include 
American Campus Communities, 
Bazaarvoice, milk + honey spa, Mom’s 
Best Friend, Accountability Resources, 
Cirrus Logic Inc., CLS Partners, Edward 
Jones, Gracy Title, Hayes Software 
Systems, HotSchedules, Keller Williams 
Realty, Phoenix Management Inc., 
SailPoint, Sente Mortgage, St. David’s 
Foundation, St. Gabriel’s Catholic School, 
Surveying and Mapping Inc. and Texas 
Medical Liability Trust.
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2008 Subaru 
Tribeca 5-
Passenger
$19,495
3.6L H-6 cyl, Automatic transmission, 
57,625 miles. Stock Number: Z5617A. Vin: 
4S4WX91D284404090. Model Code: 8TA.

2010 Porsche 911 
Carrera Coupe
$78,950

2010 Audi A3 2.0T 
Premium Hatchback
$26,925
4 door Hatchback, 2.0L I-4 cyl, Auto-
matic transmission, 13,840 miles. 
Stock Number: AP5575. Vin: 
WAUDFAFM1AA028804. Model Code: 
8PA59L.

2 door Coupe, 3.6L H-6 cyl, 1,800 
miles. Stock Number: PP4328. Vin: 
WP0AA2A98AS706603. Model Code: 
997110.

Bikram Yoga 
Now in Lakeway!

beneFIT
bikram yoga 

Healthy  Body
Healthy  Mind
Healthy  Life

beneFITby.comSign  Up  Now!

Grand
Opening  Special

Consecutive  
Days  of  

Unlimited  Yoga

for

Oak Grove Blvd.

Debba Dr.

Hudson 
Bend Dr.

Child Care
available!

1607 RR 620 N
Lakeway, TX 78734

512.761.7179

Discover  the
beneFITs of Bikram Yoga

facebook.com/beneFITby
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CALENDAR

show, “After Lately,” following the outside lives 
of the series’ stars: Handler, Chuy Bravo and 
the personalities who write for and appear 
regularly with Handler each night. • 8 p.m.  
$65–$85 • Bass Concert Hall, Austin  
477-6060 • http://texasperformingarts.org

13–17 Children’s Summer  
Musical Camp
This year’s summer musical will be “Heroes 
of the Faith.” Children who will enter second 
through sixth grades in the fall can participate. 
Performances will be held June 19 at  
9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. • 9 a.m.–2 p.m.  
$60 per child • The Lakeway Church,  
2203 Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway • 261-6331  
mark@lakewaychurch.net

Through Oct. 23 Strife in the City: 
Austin During the Civil War
As part of a nationwide initiative called Civil 
War 150, historic photographs and documents 
from the Civil War era in Austin shed light on 
the political climate leading up to the war, 
Austin’s contributions on the battlefield and 
homefront, life in Austin during the war and 
Austin’s role in the Reconstruction period.  
Free • Austin History Center, David Earl Holt 
Photo Gallery, 810 Guadalupe St. • 974-7480  
www.austintexas.gov/library

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Lake Travis/Westlake events at  
www.impactnews.com/ltw/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Lake Travis/Westlake events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

May 5–29
Austin Shakespeare presents “Love’s Labours Lost,” in which West Coast beach boys match 
wits with East Coast college girls in a spin on Shakespeare’s comedy that draws inspiration 
from “Beach Blanket Bingo” and “American Graffiti,” and uses events and pop culture of 
1963. • Thu.–Sun. 8 p.m. • Free • Zilker Hillside Theatre, Zilker Park, Austin  
www.austinshakespeare.org
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Mark Scheibmier plays Berowne and Kimberley Adams plays Rosaline in “Loves Labours Lost.”

‘Love’s Labours Lost’21 Vitamix food demos
A chef trainer for Vitamix, a company that 
sells blenders, will prepare 15 recipes with 
participants able to sample each. • 9 a.m., 
11:30 a.m., 2 p.m. • $20 • Faraday’s Kitchen 
Store, 1501 RR 620, Lakeway • RSVP  
266-5666 • www.faradayskitchenstore.com 

Low-cost vet clinic 
Dog and cat services are available at a low 
cost every third Saturday of the month. Local, 
licensed veterinarians provide vaccinations.   
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • Cost depends on services 
Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets, 3300 Bee Caves 
Road, Ste. 370, Westlake   
www.austinpetms.com

22 iTri youth triathlon
Youths will race against one another individually 
or as part of a three-person relay team, 
swimming, running and cycling. The event is 
open to youths ages 7 to 15. • 8:30 a.m.  
$45 per individual, $75 per team • Dell Jewish 
Community Campus, 7300 Hart Lane, Austin  
www.shalomaustin.org/triathlon

May 23–July 5 Janet Campbell  
art show
The artwork of Janet Campbell will be on 
display. Campbell has sponsored The Briscoe 
Western Art Museum’s National Western Art 
Foundation Show in San Antonio for the past 
five years and received their People’s Choice 
Award in 2009. The primary subjects of her 
paintings have been the scenes around her 
in Central Texas—particularly Austin and San 
Antonio—and images from her travels.  
Mon.– Fri., 8 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free  Lakeway City 
Hall Art Gallery, 1102 Lohmans Crossing,  
Lakeway • www.janetcampbellwatercolors.com

 Worth the trip

Through May 31 Mexican masks
An exhibit featuring masks from the state of 
Guerrero, Mexico, is on display. The masks 
are on loan from Mexic-Arte Museum, the 
official Mexican and Mexican-American fine art 
museum of Texas. • Mon.–Wed.  
10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free • Oak Springs Branch of 
the Austin Public Library, 3101 Oak Springs 
Drive, Austin • 974-9920  
www.austintexas.gov/library

June
1–30 ‘Charles Umlauf: A Retrospective’
Russell Collection Fine Art Gallery hosts a 
month-long exhibit of pieces from the Charles 
Umlauf estate. About 30 to 40 works of art—
paintings, drawings and sculptures will be on 
display in the gallery—including two statues of 
Farrah Fawcett, a former student of his. Private 
tours of the Umlauf estate can be arranged 
through the gallery to view pieces that cannot 
be moved due to their size. • Tue.–Sat.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free • Russell Collection Fine 
Art, 1137 W. Sixth St., Austin • 478-4440  
www.russell-collection.com

3 Trevor Searle Families for Families 
benefit show
In honor of Trevor Searle—a senior Lake Travis 
High School student who recently died in a 
skateboarding accident—his family and friends 
are holding a benefit to show support and to 
raise money for the charity he started, Families 
For Families. Three bands will perform: Orange 
Peel, Dead Swagger and Marshall and the 
Moondance. • 5–8 p.m. • Hill Country Galleria 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee 
Cave • www.austinfamiliesforfamilies.org

4 Dinosaur George 
This event will kick off Lake Travis Community 
Library’s Summer Reading Program. Dinosaur 
George has a vast expertise of prehistoric life 
and shares his knowledge with children. 
10:30 a.m. • Free • TexARTS Theatre,  
2300 Lohmans Spur, Lakeway • 263-2885 
www.laketravislibrary.org

8 Broadway & Beyond Concert
This concert will be a fundraiser for Luke’s 
Wings. A VIP reception will be held at the 
Parish Life Center from 7:30–10 p.m. The 
concert will feature two Broadway singers at 
Emmaus Church followed by a VIP reception.  
6:30 –7:30 p.m. • Concert by donation, VIP is a 
paid ticket event • Emmaus Church,  
1718 Lohmans Crossing, Lakeway  
www.lukeswings.org

9 Hill Country Galleria Wine Walk
Enjoy music and wine from around the world. 
The walk begins at Twin Liquors, where a 
map is provided. • 6–9 p.m. • Free event, no 
reservation required • Hill Country Galleria 
Amphitheater, 12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee 
Cave • www.hillcountrygalleria.com

12 Chelsea Handler
Texas Performing Arts presents Chelsea 
Handler, who launched her late-night series 
“Chelsea Lately” for E! in 2007 and since then 
has consistently been the network’s most-
watched series. Handler launched a companion 

May
13 Tony Campise Jazz Concert
The Motheral family sponsors a remembrance 
concert honoring Tony Campise, a world-
renowned jazz musician and a member of 
Beto and the Fairlanes, among other musical 
groups. Beto and the Fairlanes will play a 
blend of Latin jazz, swing and world beat.  
7 p.m. • $35 in advance, $40 at the door  
Spicewood Vineyards Event Center  
264-2820 • www.spicewoodarts.org

14 Election Day
Visit www.impactnews.com/vote for poll 
locations and candidate information.

WFDCF Fire Truck Rally fundraiser
A fundraiser benefiting the Westlake Fire 
Department Community Foundation will include 
a hose drag relay, a Starflight helicopter, a jump 
house, a car demolition and a close-up look at 
fire trucks. There will also be a bake sale and 
vendors. • 8 a.m.–1 p.m. • Free to attend, with 
various costs for participating in certain events 
Westlake High School, 4100 Westbank Drive, 
West Lake Hills • 539-3400

15 Wagathon Walkathon 
Continental Automotive Group’s Austin Subaru 
sponsors the 2011 Wagathon Walkathon, a 
2.5-mile dog walk around the Hill Country 
Galleria’s hike and bike trail to benefit Austin 
Pets Alive. There will be multiple water stations 
and three rest stops around the track with light 
entertainment at the finish.  
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • $30 • Hill Country 
Galleria, Bee Cave • 381-6693  
www.wagathonwalkathon.com

16 Women’s Club 
of Greater Lakeway 
meeting
New officers for 
2011–12 will be 
installed. The 
Women’s Club is 
open to all residents 
of Greater Lakeway. 
Coffee and cocktails 

9:30 a.m. • $19 members, $23 guests  
Lakeway Resort and Spa, Vista Ballroom, 101 
Lakeway Drive, Lakeway • 261-5276, 261-1711

18 Abercorn International open house 
This private school will hold an open house 
for parents and their children to see what the 
programs have to offer. • 10:30 a.m. • Free 
Abercorn International School, 601 RR 620, 
Lakeway • 222-9180  
www.abercorninternational.org

21 Bow Wow Reading
In partnership with the Austin Dog Alliance, 
Lake Travis Community Library offers Bow 
Wow Reading every third Saturday of the 
month. This program allows 6- to 12-year-olds 
to improve their reading skills by practicing 
reading to a dog. Fifteen-minute sessions are 
available. • 10:30 a.m.–1 p.m. • Free • Lake 
Travis Community Library, 2300 Lohmans Spur, 
Ste. 100, Lakeway • 263-2885  
www.laketravislibrary.org

Online Calendar
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  Austin’s Top Board Certifi ed 
Surgeons

  Specializing in both Inpatient and 
Outpatient Treatment

 #1 Joint Replacement Hospital 
   in Texas by Healthgrades 

  The Centre for Weight Loss Surgery 
for Bariatrics

  Austin Fertility Institute

  Competitively Priced Imaging 
Department 

  Private Scenic Balconies Attached to 
Each Over-sized Room

  Gourmet Chef and Culinary 
Team on Site

 Most Insurances Accepted

512.314.3800 
3003 Bee Caves Rd.,  Austin, TX 78746 
(1 mile west of MoPac)
www.austinsurgicalhospital.com 

Hospital

YOUR

Now With 

24/7 
URGENT 
C A R E 

in the 
Westlake Area

ER Doctors on Staff

Bee C aves Rd.

MopacWalsh 
Tarlton Ln.

s

For a Specialist Referral please call 
512.314.7125

Main Line

24/7 Emergency and Urgent Care • Imaging services (MRI’s, CT’s & Ultrasounds) 

Orthopedics, Joint Replacement and Spine • Wound Care & Hyperbaric • General Surgery 

Weight Loss & Bariatrics • Reproductive Endocrinology and Fertility Services • ENT Procedures

(1 MILE WEST 
OF MOPAC)
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NEWS REPORT

By Taylor Short
Following several restrictive ordinances 

and a restraining order, the owner of Planet 
K says the proposed Bee Cave location will 
still move forward.

Planet K, a chain in Austin, San Antonio 
and San Marcos selling imported ciga-
rettes, pipes, erotica and more, plans to 
open this 12th store, located at the former 
Trading Post Wine Bar & Grill building.

Michael Kleinman, founder and owner 
of the stores, submitted a permit applica-
tion April 7 to begin work on the building. 
The application was returned in late April 
stating that the nature of the business does 
not fit with the zoning of the proposed 
location.

Bee Cave City Council created a new use 
April 26—adult novelty store—and placed 
it in the category of “C-Commercial” with 
a conditional use permit. These areas also 
allow for tattoo parlors, bowling alleys and 
sexually oriented businesses, City Adminis-
trator Frank Salvato said. The Trading Post, 
however, sits on “Town Center” zoning, and 
Planet K is not permitted to move in.

“We can’t issue permits if they’re trying 
to put a use in a district that doesn’t com-
ply,” Salvato said.

The city also issued a temporary restrain-
ing order to keep a mural—a common 
feature at each Planet K location—from 
being painted on the outside walls. Despite 
the opposition from Bee Cave officials and 
some residents, Kleinman said he would 
not back down.

“We’re going to submit our permits and 
open our store,” he said. “[The temporary 
restraining order] does nothing.”

The city’s permit refusal comes after 
the Bee Cave City Council unanimously 
approved at a special meeting April 4 ordi-
nances that define sexually oriented busi-
nesses and murals, restrict the sale of drug 
paraphernalia and synthetic marijuana and 
require building permit applicants to detail 
the nature of their business.

In late March, the city issued a stop work 
order at the site of the former Trading 
Post Wine Bar & Grill location at Hwy. 71 
and Shops Parkway. Work began inside 
the building, but the stop work order on 
the door of the building states that the 
applicants were not granted the required 
permits.

The ordinances were meant to pre-empt 
a similar law making its way through the 
Texas Legislature, Salvato said. Bee Cave 
officials repeatedly claimed the ordinances 
were not specifically targeting Planet K, but 
residents spoke for and against the store’s 
place in the community at the meeting.

“When you’re trying to raise kids out 
here, it’s a continuous battle of trying to 
keep your children safe and teach them 
right and wrong,” resident Liz Stringer said, 
adding that the store is not appropriate for 
Bee Cave.

Others agreed with Kleinman, who 

Bee Cave denies Planet K’s building permit

argued that the store’s success should be 
decided by the consumers. He said every-
thing in his stores is legal to sell and no 
one under the age of 18 is allowed inside 
without an adult.

“We accept that not all people like our 
store or our art, but for the government 
to try to legislate our art and our right to 
free enterprise we feel is inappropriate and 
illegal,” Kleinman said while addressing 
the council April 4. He added that never in 
the 20-year history of the company were 
any of the locations designated as a sexually 
oriented business.

According to the ordinance, a sexually 
oriented business is defined as an “adult 
arcade, adult theater, adult bookstore, mas-
sage parlor, nude studio, modeling studio, 
love parlor or other similar commercial 
enterprise, the major business of which is 

This mural, designed by local artist Kerry Awn, was planned to cover each of the four walls of the new 
Planet K location, but an ordinance passed April 4 bans murals that face a public roadway.
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the offering of a service that is intended to 
provide sexual stimulation or sexual grati-
fication to the customer.”

The council also approved the definition 
of a mural, which is described as a picture 
painted directly on a wall visible from a 
public street. Local artist Kerry Awn was 
commissioned to start work on a mural—
featuring bluebonnets and a longhorn in a 
Hill Country landscape—that would wrap 
around the entire building.

Kleinman said the setbacks would not 
stop him, and he remains confident that the 
12th store will be in Bee Cave.

“I think people are going to find out that 
many in the community are in favor of us,” 
he said.

The northwest Austin location of Planet K at 11657 Research Blvd.—one of five in the city—displays a 
large mural that has become a common feature among all the stores.

A Central Texas chain, Planet K Gifts plans to add a Bee Cave location

Before the city issued a stop work 
order March 22 workers began 
interior renovation for the Bee Cave 
Planet K location at The Trading Post 
Wine Bar & Grill, which closed New 
Year’s Eve 2010.
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Apply online at ufcu.org, call (512) 498-CARS or  
visit your nearest UFCU branch.
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 72 month 
term and includes up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit,  
the term of your loan and Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.
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CITY AND COUNTY

The Backyard at Bee Cave, located at 13742 Bee Cave Parkway, re-opened in 2010 and continues 
to make improvements to receive a final certificate of occupancy from the city.

Hatley Park received funds from the Rollingwood 
Women’s Club to finish its walking trails.

Hearings set for May 
Lakeway City Council adopted public 

hearing dates for a proposed annexa-
tion of parcels along Brooks Hollow 
Road; The Bluffs of Flint Rock; The 
Overlook at Pawnee Pass; Lot 1 of the 
subdivision known as Palomba Addi-
tion No. 2; a 5.7-acre tract east of and 
adjacent to Lot 1 of Palomba Addition 
No. 2; and a 406-acre tract along and 
west of Pawnee Pass. The public hear-
ings will be held May 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
and May 23 at 9 a.m. at Lakeway City 
Hall, 1102 Lohmans Crossing Road. 

During public comments, two resi-
dents spoke against the annexation. 

Anita Cockins, an 11-year resident of 
Brookhollow, said she and her neigh-
bors were “adamantly opposed.”

“We enjoy the lifestyle we have there. 
We’ve heard we use these roads, but all 
the roads in Lakeway were there before 
[the city] was,” Cockins said. 

City commits cash to park 
trails, cleanup at Hatley 

On April 20, the Rollingwood City 
Council approved $10,000 to complete 
walking trails in Hatley Park.

The Rollingwood Women’s Club will 
fund the project, which is in compliance 
with the council and Western Hills Little 
League’s commitment to finishing projects 
in the park.

WHLL President Mike Shaunessey also 
said the Little League has hired a janito-
rial company to pick up trash and recycle 
bins on Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays 
in an effort to keep the park cleaner and 
lessen the city’s responsibility for cleanup.

The Backyard gets event permit to continue concerts
Bee Cave officials granted The Backyard at Bee Cave a permit to continue events 

following an April 29 deadline to bring several structures up to code.
The City Council voted 3–2 April 12 to give the venue owners two weeks to make 

improvements to the bathrooms, artist compounds, water quality pond and silt fenc-
ing. The deadline was the day before the spring concert season, which was scheduled 
to begin with Willie Nelson’s birthday concert.

In early April, building official Stephen Myrick reported to the council that many of 
the structures in the venue were not up to code and needed substantial improvement.

“Code enforcement officials went out Friday afternoon and reported to me that 
everything was good to go,” City Administrator Frank Salvato said. “Health and 
safety were the priorities.”

The permit expires after June 30 when council members say they want to see the 
venue reach improvement requirements established in the original development 
agreement with the city before granting a final certificate of occupancy.

Backyard COO Greg Henry said he plans to have 20 to 25 shows this season, 
including performances by Arcade Fire, 311, Sublime with Rome and Pat Green.

Fire chief offers safety tips 
Westlake Fire Department Chief Gary 

Warren gave the West Lake Hills City 
Council advice April 27 on keeping resi-
dents safe from wildfires such as the one 
that recently burned more than 100 acres 
in the Oak Hill area.

Warren said many of those houses 
burned because of embers igniting leaves 
that fill up rain gutters.

“From there, the fire can get into the 
attic and that makes it very difficult to 
fight,” he said.

Other safety tips Warren added are to 
maintain about 30 feet of space free of 
underbrush around a home, to keep grass 
cut short and watered and to trim trees 
overhanging into driveways so fire engines 
can get close to a burning house.

The discussion also touched on the dan-
ger of cedar trees, which grow abundantly 
in the city.

“Cedar is so resinous, that they burn 
extremely fast,” Warren said.

Kay Sconci, the president of Neighbor-
hoods Against Lakeway Annexation, said 
she was there to remind the council that 
there are people who do not wish to be a 
part of Lakeway.

“I’m not sure why a city would force 
people to be a part of a city,” she said. 

  Bee Cave City Council 
4000 Galleria Parkway • 767-6600 
http://portal.beecavetexas.com
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday  
of each month at 6 p.m.

  Lakeway City Council
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
314-7500 • www.cityoflakeway.com
Meets the third Monday of each  
month at 6:30 p.m. 

  Rollingwood City Council
403 Nixon Drive • 327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com
Meets the third Wednesday of the  
month at 7 p.m.

  West Lake Hills City Council
911 Westlake Drive • 767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org
Meets the second and fourth   
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin • 854-9425  
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_
court • Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

Bee Cave City Hall is located within the Hill 
Country Galleria. 
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Court waits to request 
floating structure ban

The Travis County Commissioners Court 
postponed a request that the Lower Colo-
rado River Authority ban building floating 
habitable structures on Lake Travis.

County staff plan to meet with developer 
John Shipley to discuss a proposed marina.

LCRA has a moratorium on build-
ing floating habitable structures—such 
as homes, residential developments or 
hotels—on the Highland Lakes, including 
Lake Travis, through Oct. 31.

Recently, staff learned of a proposal to 
create a floating habitable structure com-
munity of about 120 homes designed to 
float in a cove near Jonestown.

Steve Manilla, Travis County trans-
portation and natural resources executive 
director, told the court that staff had safety 
concerns about how floating habitable 
structures were built and how quickly lake 
levels can change.

“What you must understand is there are 
two types of floating homes and floating 
habitable structures on Lake Travis—there 
are those within a marina, which are 
professionally managed and structurally 
more sound, and then there are the floating 
homes that are behind a person’s residence 
on their private waterfront lot,” he said.

Shipley agreed with his staff that LCRA 
has no way to regulate the latter, but that 
the former is well-regulated. He added that 
the floating homes in the proposed marina 
would be safer and better for water quality 
than houseboats and yachts on Lake Travis.

Commissioner Karen Huber said she 
put the item on the agenda to begin public 
discussion. 

Compiled by Tiffany Young and Taylor Short

Lakeway annexation

Proposed 
annexation 
area

City services Estimated 
annual tax 
revenue

The Overlook 
at Pawnee 
Pass and lots 
nearby

Police, code 
enforcement, building 
and development 
services

$35,000

Areas south 
of Flint Rock 
Road

Police, code 
enforcement, building 
and development 
services, streets, parks

$44,000

Brooks 
Hollow Road

Police, code 
enforcement, building 
and development 
services, streets

$36,000

Source: Lakeway Annexation Program
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AT THE CAPITOL

Controversial budget stalls in Senate; 
parties debate over state’s needs
By Marcus Funk

Dueling budget proposals with compet-
ing attitudes toward Texas’ controversial 
rainy day fund reserve have developed in 
the Capitol’s two chambers—and differ-
ences between the two may provoke con-
frontation, controversy or even a potential 
special session this summer if the differ-
ences cannot be reconciled by June 1.

In early April, the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives passed a spartan,  
$164.5 billion budget plan which slices 
$23 billion and about 12.3 percent from 
state spending without raising taxes; it 
uses $3.1 billion of the state’s rainy day 
fund, but only to plug unexpected holes 
in the 2011 budget and not for expenses 
in the debated 2012–13 budget. On  
April 21, the Senate Finance Committee 
sent a slightly more generous budget pro-
posal, $172.8 billion, to the full Senate for 
consideration. It taps another $3 billion 
of the rainy day fund for the upcoming 
biennium, meaning that about two-thirds 
of the reserve would be drained; if sales 
tax rates climb during the interim, that 
surplus would reduce cash flow from the 
rainy day fund.

Differences between the two versions 
are substantial. The $164.5 billion budget Comment at more.impactnews.com/12602

passed by the House calls for about  
$23 billion in cuts from current spending 
levels. The Senate Finance Committee’s 
plan calls for about $11 billion in cuts from 
current levels. The Senate’s committee 
version could change before reaching the 
full Senate; it may have to if two-thirds of 
the members do not agree to consider the 
rainy day fund proposal. 

Democrats have said the budget butch-
ers funding for public services and public 
education, and voted unanimously against 
the House version. Sen. Kirk Watson, 
D-Austin, has called the budget a “disas-
ter,” and Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, 
said “it’s the worst we’ve ever seen” for 
higher education funding. 

Republican leaders said they are com-
mitted to balancing the state budget with-
out raising taxes; they said they know the 
cuts are painful, and that the GOP isn’t 
unsympathetic, but that cutting spending 
was preferable to increasing taxes during 
a recession.

“It’s unfortunate that schools and public 
health services are getting hurt. It’s unfor-
tunate,” said Rep. Paul Workman, R-Aus-
tin. “And hopefully, between our version 
and the Senate version, we’ll come up with 
something that won’t hurt quite as bad.

“But there are people out there who are 
unemployed, that have been for a long 
time, and they don’t have any interest in 
seeing us raise taxes.”

Watson said he believes the Senate will 
be more generous with state fund alloca-
tions, although it will not completely 
satisfy the current needs of the state.

“I do think that you will see more money 
on the Senate side than you saw on the 
House side,” Watson said. “Although I 

believe what we’re getting ready to see, 
though, is still a budget that doesn’t take 
care of the priorities of the state, one that 
does not provide the priority of public edu-
cation the way it should, and health care.

“I, for one, have taken the position that 
this budget is a disaster, but it’s not an 
entirely natural disaster.”

How Senate and House versions stack up

Spending levels in key sectors

Source: Legislative Budget Board

$187.5 billion 2010–11 budget  

$164.5 billion House budget

$172.8 billion Senate proposal
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All Year round is perfect for the outdoor chef in you! 
Come see the latest selections of Firemagic Grills 

and Accessories, Natural Gas or LP.

Choose from our upscale durable outdoor lines of patio 
furniture, guaranteed to make Outdoor Living Better!
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POLITICS

By Marcus Funk
Capital of Texas Hwy. could soon be the 

de facto border between Republican-con-
trolled Lake Travis and Democratically 
controlled Austin, at least in the Texas 
House of Representatives. New redis-
tricting maps approved by the House on 
April 28 reshuffle Reps. Paul Workman, 
R-Austin, and Donna Howard, D-Austin, 
into more consolidated “areas of interest” 
around the lake and closer to Austin.

Lines redrawn
Currently, House Districts 47 (Work-

man) and 48 (Howard) run from the Bur-
net County line and into Austin proper, 
with the lake separating the two. Under 
House Bill 150, areas north and south 
of the lake would be merged into Work-
man’s district, with his eastern border 
basically stretching from Capital of Texas 
Hwy. southward to traffic-prone Hwy. 290 
and Hwy. 71, called the Y at Oak Hill in 
southwest Austin. Howard would basi-
cally represent a corridor between Capital 
of Texas Hwy. and MoPac, including West 
Lake Hills and parts of southwest Austin.

 “I think it’s a half-empty, half-full 
glass. It’s all in how you look at it,” How-
ard said. “The way the map got crafted in 
Travis County, it kept the communities 
surrounding the lake that have common 
interests together under Rep. Workman, 
and I think that’s justifiable.

“But at the same time, one could argue 
that it might be worth having two swing 
districts that have the opportunity to go 
either way.”

Deciding factors
Republicans said they drew the districts 

to represent logical “areas of interest,” 
like lakeside communities or suburban 
neighborhoods, while also reflecting 
the state’s population growth. Rep. Burt 
Solomons, R-Carrollton and chair of the 
House Redistricting Committee, said 

New redistricting maps would draw 
the lines at Capital of Texas Hwy.

the bill fairly reflects Texas’ growth and 
communities without violating the federal 
Voting Rights Act. 

A changing population 
Democrats, though, have argued that 

the bill discounts Hispanic growth rates 
while failing to provide new “minor-
ity opportunity districts.” The largely 
partisan back-and-forth was settled 
after a two-day debate April 28, with a 
mostly party line vote of 92–54. Howard 
abstained from the vote, arguing the 
process was too self-serving and partisan, 
and that a neutral commission should 
draw the legislature’s boundaries; Work-
man voted for the bill, saying fair local 
districts were his priority.

Representatives’ reactions
Apart from changes to HD 47 and  

HD 48, the Austin map remained 
relatively stable. The five Democratic 
members were not redistricted from 
their seats, and Howard said her district 
arguably would become more Democratic 
by moving closer to Austin. Conversely, 
Workman’s district would become more 
Republican, while the remaining four 
Democrats would represent relatively the 
same areas.

“I’m happy with my map. I think rural 
western Travis County has a community 
of interest that’s brought together, and 
I think that’ll be, in the end, the right 
thing,” Workman said. “But the reality 
is that Travis County is a liberal county, 
and I think the map probably accurately 
reflects the populace of the county.”

Next steps
The House bill now moves on to the 

state Senate, which is considering its own 
revised districts. A bill adding four new 
congressional seats to the Texas delega-
tion, and redrawing old boundaries, is 
upcoming.
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Growth spurt

District 47 
198,311 people 

30,311 too many
18.30% too high 

District 48
161,817 people

5,820 too few
3.47% too low

Districts 48 and 47 are 
prime candidates for 
new boundary lines, 

given that one calls for 
more representation 

than the other.
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

By Tiffany Young
Legend Communities will break ground 

on a second amenity center in the Rough 
Hollow planned community, Highland Vil-
lage, in Lakeway as early as June.

The Lakeway City Council approved 
several items at its regular meeting  
April 18 that would allow the developer to 
move forward on submitting plans, such 
as annexing a 7.86-acre Rough Hollow 
greenbelt lot; annexing a 13.84-acre lot 
south of Highlands Boulevard and zoning 
it for commercial use; changing zoning 
near Tavish Trail from government, utility 
and institutional use to commercial; and 
allowing a special-use permit for a small 
gas station and convenience store.

What’s included
The amenity center will offer residents 

additional luxuries to those already pro-
vided at the Rough Hollow Yacht Club and 
Marina and the Grille at Rough Hollow. 
Once site plans are approved, the developer 
will bid out the project.

“When you start a lifestyle community, 
you have to create a place where people 
want to be. Highland Village is supposed 
to be a core place for residents to hang out,” 
founder and Principal of Legend Commu-
nities Haythem Dawlett said. “This wasn’t 
just another amenity center in Austin.”

Dawlett said he hired someone to travel 
Texas to find the best amenities to include 
in his designs and it has taken a year to 
develop site plans.

The new amenity center, which will be 
the second of three planned for Rough Hol-
low, will offer a welcome center, two pools, 
an enclosed, air-conditioned event pavilion, 
grill dining, a plaza with a waterscape and 
the Village Green—a space for an amphi-
theater, seasonal farmers markets, holiday 
events and gatherings.

Planned activities
Philip W. Jalufka, president of Legacy 

Rough Hollow developer says second 
amenity center to open spring 2012

International Resort Properties, said the 
company is in the process of hiring an 
activities director for Rough Hollow who 
will begin planning activities for residents 
once ground is broken on the center and 
is expected to have an activities calendar 
in place by early June. Planned events are 
likely to include yoga, stand up paddling, 
book fairs, guided tours and mountain 
biking as well as many other activities for 
families and stay-at-home moms.

“There aren’t that many master-planned 
developments like Rough Hollow in 
Austin. The only other one generally like it 
is Steiner Ranch, and it’s not on the lake,” 
Jalufka said.

Possible public use
While some retail, a restaurant and a 

proposed gas station could be open to the 
public, the rest of the amenities will be for 
resident-use only.

Lakeway City Council granted a special-
use permit for the event pavilion as well, 
in case it is rented out for weddings, but 
Dawlett said he only anticipated the pavil-
ion to be rented to the public in its early 
days. Once it has been open for a while, he 
anticipates community use will be too high 
to continue renting it to others.

The cost
Approximately 100 homes have resi-

dents in Rough Hollow, with about 100 
more planned. Prices range from the low 
$300,000s to multimillion dollar homes.

Homeowners association fees will be 
between $150 and $170 per month and 
include all the amenities onsite.

“For a few dollars more per day, it’s worth 
the cost. Some developments may say they 
have lower HOA [fees] and taxes, but their 
amenities are next to nothing. Once this 
village emerges, it will all be obvious,” 
Dawlett said. 

The project is expected to be complete 
within a year from its start date.

Highland Village amenities center

Residents of Rough Hollow should have access to the amenities 
at Highland Village by spring 2012. Haythem Dawlett, 
founder and principal of Legend Communities, 
said his vision for the project is to bring 
the community together. 
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This rendering, subject to change, is of the Highland Village amenity center and includes pools, a 
pavilion and dining.

1  Dining

2  Welcome center

3  Event pavilion

4  Village green

5  Event plaza and  
         waterscape

6  Amenity pools

7  Future general store and 
        gas station

7

Future planning site for Highland Village
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EDUCATION

By Victor O’Brien
Leander ISD board members voted  

April 7 not to renew the contracts for 154 
first-year teachers as it tries to slash costs 
amid a projected district budget shortfall of 
$29 million.

LISD was able to shrink by 213 first-year 
teacher positions to open slots for other 
contracted district employees whose posi-
tions are being removed. During budget 
discussions 59 first-year teachers resigned, 
a factor in the 213 total.

“A very important piece in what we’re 
doing is we’re hoping to bring back as 
many of these probationary one contracts 
[first-year contracts] as possible. We’re 
non-renewing now with the hope of 
renewing contracts later, simply because 
we cannot do the opposite,” Superinten-
dent Bret Champion said.

District officials are now waiting for leg-
islators to approve the state’s budget before 
the district moves forward with more cuts 
or brings back the non-renewed teach-
ers. Returning staff whose positions were 
eliminated—but were required by contract 
to remain on the payroll—are moving into 
new positions.

State law required LISD to decide 
whether to renew the contracts no later 

Leander ISD loses 213 first-year 
teachers, trims budget shortfall

than 45 days prior to the last school day.
LISD could re-hire teachers in the sum-

mer if the state budget cuts are less severe 
than expected, Champion said. The LISD 
budget will be approved in August.

The cuts could rise to $54 million of 
LISD’s expected $244 million budget, 
depending on how much of the House’s 
cuts pass, Champion said. He said he is 
hopeful that $29 million is more on target.

In the weeks before the LISD cuts, the 
district shifted its budget focus from 
making trims in the $19 million–$29 mil-
lion range and focused on the worst-case 
scenario of $29 million.

“We have to, at this point, prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best,” Champion 
said.

Probationary teachers were cut because 
the law allows the district to release them 
without cause.

District officials will continue reviewing 
cuts, savings options and revenue-generat-
ing ideas as they wait for the state budget, 
Champion said.

Using $29 million as a target, Champion 
proposed about $31.8 million in changes to 
LISD board members March 22. 

The cuts included $3.75 million savings 
by eliminating about 82 growth positions, 

Projecting a $29 million budget shortfall, Leander ISD Superintendent Bret Champion (right) recommended 
that 213 first-year teacher slots be cut. The board of trustees, led by President Will Streit, voted unani-
mously April 7 in favor of cutting 154 first-year teachers slots and accepted the resignation for 59 others. 
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$3.76 million by cutting 213 probationary 
teacher contracts, $1.56 million through 
teacher attrition—based on a projection of 
30 teachers departing—and $1.8 million for 
a district-wide two-day furlough.

Of 213 probationary teachers not return-
ing, 59 resigned, possibly to avoid any 
negative effect non-renewal might have 
on future job searches, said Karie Lynn 
McSpadden, assistant superintendent for 
human resources. 

However, non-renewed teachers will 
receive a letter from Champion for poten-
tial employers explaining that the teachers 
were not renewed because of severe budget 
reasons, McSpadden said.

The bulk of the savings,  
$20.92 million, will come by cutting 250 
slots: 123 instruction positions; 44.5 non-
teaching currently filled positions; and 82.5 
other positions that are vacant, created by 
attrition or funded by an outside source. 
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cannot produce enough for substantial mar-
keting, he said.

Zbranek said the chamber is likely to ask 
for a 4 percent to 5 percent tax rate. If Lake-
way were to approve it, a convention and 
visitors bureau would be formed to collect 
and use the money and Zbranek said he has 
volunteered to be the first chair.

“My goal is that the hotel managers serve 
with me on a board of directors and together 
we collect, organize and use these funds to 
get more people to [visit] the Lake Travis 
area,” he said.

As far as the City of Lakeway is con-
cerned, the plan is still in the exploratory 
stage, Lakeway City Administrator Steve 
Jones said.

Several city officials took a trip to Bastrop 
May 2 to observe how the tax is working 
there. Jones said the money is to be used 
for specific purposes laid out in state law, 
including advertising, marketing and 
branding.

“It usually goes toward tourism, so people 
will come to our area and hopefully bring 
their money with them,” he said.

Compared to the chamber, Lakeway 
Mayor Dave DeOme took a more cautious 
stance on a possible HOT.

In January 2010, the Lakeway City Coun-
cil discussed the topic in a work session. 
DeOme said the chamber and some council 
members were in support of the idea, with 
the idea that the tax could help fund the Tex-
Arts Association for Visual and Performing 
Arts, which conducts artistic and educa-
tional programs and productions.

The City Council eventually voted not to 

move forward, but DeOme said he feels area 
hotels and the public should be involved.

“One of the things I would insist on is to 
put together some kind of commission to 
work this through,” he said. “My reaction 
is that [the hotels and motels] need to be a 
participant.”

DeOme said there is some evidence that 
the tax could be a good idea for the city, but 
added that he expects some strong discus-
sions and opposition from those who have 
a desire to keep the city small and perhaps 
simply do not want more people in Lakeway.

Round Rock’s tax
The 7 percent HOT in Round Rock has 

left its mark in the city, Round Rock Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau Director Nancy 
Yawn said.

Round Rock established the CVB and its 
marketing efforts in 2004. Yawn said the 
Sports Capital of Texas campaign generated 
more than $50 million in direct spending 
from events and helps support more than 
2,500 jobs in the hospitality industry.

Cheryl Delaney, Round Rock finance 
director, said the tax resulted in an average 
of $2.58 million in annual revenues over the 
past five years.

State law defines the use for these tax dol-
lars, including paying the city’s portion of 
the debt for The Dell Diamond.

“The hotel occupancy tax has had a tre-
mendous, positive impact on the City of 
Round Rock,” she said.

Hotel opinion
The tax, if approved in Lakeway, could 

add up to $9.10 to the total of the average 
hotel transaction. Kim Phillips, vice presi-
dent of marketing and special projects for 

Redstone Companies Hospitalities, which 
owns the Lakeway Resort and Spa, said the 
hotel has a great relationship with the city 
but, until more details are known, it is dif-
ficult to offer an opinion on the tax.

For Mitchell, however, the benefits of 
a HOT are apparent. She said her desire 
to get it approved is only tempered by the 
importance of having every affected party 
involved in the discussion.

“This has been a huge passion of mine for 
the five years I’ve been here,” she said. “We 
could create such meaningful value to so 
many of our members.”

Tax
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12581

Hotel Occupancy Tax uses in surrounding cities

City HOT 
percentage* Year passed Revenue to 

date Uses

Round Rock 7% 1988 $24,219,867

Pay debt on The 
Dell Diamond, 
Sports Capital of 
Texas campaign, 
funds Round Rock 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

Bastrop 7% 1993 $999,387 New convention 
and visitors center

Austin 9% 1971 $455,989,929**
Cultural arts 
programs, 
convention center

Bastrop’s HOT tax helped fund a new conven-
tion center, which opened March 24.

The HOT tax in Round Rock helps to pay off 
debt on the Dell Diamond.

HOT rules and restrictions

While the State of Texas currently levies a 6 percent hotel 
occupancy tax, municipalities and some counties can set 
the rate at up to 7 percent, which applies to hotels, motels, 
bed and breakfasts, and condos, apartments and houses 
rented for less than 30 days in a row within the city limits.

The hotel tax does not affect hospitals, sanitariums, nurs-
ing homes, student dormitories operated by colleges and 
universities, or condominiums, apartments and houses 
leased for more than 30 days in a row.

The city collects the taxes and administers the funds 
based on a yearly budget and requests from entities such 
as a chamber of commerce.

The money is in public funds, meaning they are subject to 
open records laws.

According to state law, municipalities may use the funds 
for one of the following expenditures:

•	Convention center facilities and visitor information 
centers

•	Furnishing facilities, personnel and materials for the 
registration of convention delegates

•	Advertising and promotional activities to attract tourists 
and convention delegates

•	Promotion of the arts
•	Historical restoration and preservation projects
•	Expenses directly related to a sporting event in which a 

majority of the participants are tourists, for cities located 
in a county with a population of 1 million or less

Source: Cities of Round Rock, Bastrop and Austin

*City HOT percentages do not include the state’s 6 percent HOT

**Revenues dating back to fiscal year 1995 C
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watering lawns.
“There’s a lot riding on this, as far as lake 

recreation and many other things,” Rose said.

About LCRA
A nonprofit agency created by the Texas 

Legislature, the LCRA is funded by ratepay-
ers on a cost-of-service basis and does not 
have the authority to collect taxes. In addi-
tion to managing the lower Colorado River, 
generating and selling electric power, oper-
ating parks and supporting local economic 
development, the LCRA provides water to 
many municipalities in the region, as well as 
to municipal utility districts, farmers, power 
plants and businesses. About 6 percent to 
7 percent of its revenue comes from water-
related services, while about 93 percent of its 
revenue comes from electricity generation. 

Effects of the drought
While LCRA officials said the lake will 

have plenty of water to serve its customers, it 
may have to ask cities to restrict water usage 
during the summer months.

“We’re expecting a continued dry spring 
into the summer. We’ll manage our way 
through that and have plenty of water for 
water supply, but it will affect lake levels,” 
LCRA General Manager Tom Mason said. “I 
don’t think it will be as bad or as extreme as it 
was two years ago.”

The City of Austin, LCRA’s largest water 
customer, already voluntarily restricts lawn 
watering annually beginning in May. Austin’s 
stage 1 water-use restrictions are in effect, 
and residences and businesses alike must not 
water lawns, except by hand, between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and must follow a 
watering schedule based on whether the resi-
dence’s address ends on an odd or even num-
ber. Violators can be charged with a Class C 
misdemeanor with a fine up to $500.

Flooding
Although Central Texas is in a drought, 

that does not rule out possible flooding, 
which often follows droughts, LCRA Execu-
tive Manager Suzanne Zarling said.

“We operate in a cycle of feast or famine 
in Central Texas—feast when we get floods 

and famine when we get droughts. From a 
water supply standpoint, we consider we’re in 
a drought any time the lakes aren’t full, so we 
operate in a perpetual state of drought occa-
sionally punctuated by a flood,” Zarling said. 

According to the National Weather Ser-
vice, Central Texas is within Flash Flood 
Alley, which means it is one of the regions 
in the United States with the greatest risk of 
flooding. 

When land is severely dry, sudden rainfall 
is not absorbed by soil and runoff can create 
flooding. 

LCRA manages droughts and floods by 
regulating dams between the Highland Lakes. 

Fire safety
Because dry weather can allow fires to 

spread quickly, local municipalities have been 
approving burn bans.

Travis County Commissioners Court 
passed a burn ban prohibiting outdoor burn-
ing, in effect in all of its unincorporated areas, 
at the time of this printing.

On April 22, the Austin Parks and Recre-
ation Department began temporarily prohib-
iting the building of fires and smoking in the 
City of Austin Parks and Recreation system 
to minimize fire hazards.

The LCRA has also enacted more restrictive 

burn bans in its parks. Until further notice, 
no open flames are allowed at LCRA parks 
even within fire rings or above-ground bar-
becue pits. Visitors will be allowed to cook 
on camp stoves, such as gas grills. 

LCRA spokeswoman Clara Tuma said the 
ban culminated for a variety of reasons. 

“It’s knowing how dry it is, it’s looking in 
the forecast and seeing there’s no rain on the 
horizon, and it’s seeing what happened when 
you get a spark,” Tuma said. “We’ve seen 
other parts of the state go up in flames and 
we certainly want to protect, not only LCRA 
parks, but our visitors and our neighbors.”

This is the first time the LCRA has made 
this sort of ban for all its parks at once.

Extra water storage
On April 20, a permit was granted to LCRA 

by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality that allows it to capture water from 
the Colorado River downstream of Aus-
tin into a reservoir. If the LCRA decides to 
build reservoirs to capture excess rainfall, the 
reserves could relieve the Highland Lakes 
during a drought. 

At this time, LCRA has not appropriated 
money or developed site plans for reservoirs.

“This is the first step in the process,” Tuma 
said. “If LCRA ends up building off-channel 

reservoirs, that will allow us to be more effi-
cient with water in the Colorado River. It 
means we would have to release less water 
from the Highland Lakes, because some 
of the downstream needs could be met by 
some of that water captured downstream.”

The permit allows LCRA to build reser-
voirs in Wharton, Colorado and Matagorda 
counties for a total yearly capacity of 853,514 
acre-feet of water—just less than the amount 
of water needed to fill Lake Buchanan.

Managing water
The LCRA is undergoing an update of its 

Water Management Plan. The plan’s pur-
pose is to ensure LCRA has a long-term plan 
to meet its major water users’ demands by 
distributing water during water shortages. 
The latest version of the plan was approved 
in January 2010, and a 16-member advisory 
commitee is working with LCRA to re-eval-
uate aspects of its plan, including how much 
water should always be available in storage 
and how to determine if a drought is poten-
tially worse than the  drought of record in 
the 1950s. Public input is expected to be 
sought in summer 2012, with a final report 
sent to TCEQ in fall 2012. 

Flood management at Lake Travis

Rainfall in Kimble, Mason, Llano 
and portions of surrounding 
counties will send floodwaters 
through Lake LBJ, which is 
passed down to Lake Travis.

Lake Travis has a flood 
pool to store floodwa-
ters until LCRA can 
safely release water 
downstream.

The Pedernales 
River, which flows into 
Lake Travis, collects 
runoff primarily from 
Gillespie and Blanco 
counties. This river can 
send a large volume of 
water into Lake Travis 
in a short time.

Four smaller lakes pass 
through releases from lakes 
Buchanan and Travis to man-
age floodwaters and meet 
water needs downstream.

LCRA
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12580

Source: LCRA
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As the Colorado River flows toward the Gulf of Mexico, 
it collects rainfall and storm runoff from Travis, Hays, 
Bastrop, Fayette, Colorado and Wharton counties. Rainfall 
below Mansfield Dam can cause severe flooding down-
stream, even with no releases from Lake Travis.
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Parks & Recreation Guide
                Parks Acres Boat ramp Trails Athletic fields Volleyball Swimming Camping BBQ Picnic Restrooms Other

City of Austin

1  Barton Creek Greenbelt
 3755-B Capital of Texas Hwy.

772

2  Barton Creek Wilderness Park
 2631 S. Capital of Texas Hwy.

1,058

3  Bull Creek District Park
 6701 Lakewood Drive

48 Fishing  

4  Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park
 614 Commons Ford Road

215
2,500-square-foot ranch house with two 

patios and a swimming pool, boating, fish-
ing, nature study and wildlife observation

5  Emma Long
 1600 City Park Road 1,150

6  Gaines Creek Greenbelt
 Stearn’s Lane

-

7  Gaines Creek Park -

8  Zilker Metropolitan Park
 2100 Barton Springs Road 

355
Hillside Theater, botanical garden, nature 
center, disc golf, fishing and playscapes

City of Bee Cave

9  Central Park
 Bee Cave Parkway and RR 620

- Dog park, disc golf, playscapes

City of Lakeway

10  The Canyonlands
 West side of Trophy Drive

20

11  Dragon Park
 702-A Dragon

- Day-use only, basketball, playscape

12  City Park
 Hurst Creek Road

64
Day-use only, shuffleboard, washers, 
horseshoes, basketball, petanque and 

baseball

13  Hamilton Greenbelt
 Sailmaster Street

- Drinking water

14  Heritage Center Park
 963 Lohmans Crossing Road

2
Spirit of Freedom Monument,  

Heritage Center

15  Lakeway Skate Park
 3107 Lakeway Blvd.

-
9,000 square feet of combination bowl  

and street elements

16  Lakeway Swim Center 
 3107 Lakeway Blvd.

- Day-use only, basketball, climbing wall

17  Porpoise Park
 Porpoise Street

-

18  Smith Greenbelt
 Hurst Creek

4.5

City of Rollingwood

19  Hatley Park/Rollingwood
 Corner of Nixon and Gentry drives

-
Baseball fields, athletic club, pavilion, 

playscape

LCRA/Travis County

20  Bob Wentz/Windy Point Park
 7144 Comanche Trail

211

21  Hippie Hollow Park
 7000 Comanche Trail

109
Day-use only, clothing optional, paved ADA 
accessible trail, seasonal concession stand

22  Mansfield Dam Park
 4370 Mansfield Dam Park Road

71

Underwater dive park, dive stairs and ADA 
lift, designated swim cove, drinking water, 
playscape, covered shelters, concessions, 

pay phones

23  Pace Bend
 2501 Pace Bend Park Road

1,368
Biking, equestrian trails, fishing, pavilions, 
RV camping, cabins, showers, seasonal 

personal water craft rentals
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Parks & Recreation Guide
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                Parks Acres Boat ramp Trails Athletic fields Volleyball Swimming Camping BBQ Picnic Restrooms Other

Travis County

24  Cypress Creek Park
 13800 Bullick Hollow Road

15 Fishing

25  Fritz Hughes Park
 3100 Fritz Hughes Park Road

5
Day-use only, fishing, nature study, 

basketball court, playground

26  Hamilton Pool Nature Preserve
 24300 Hamilton Pool Road

232 Day-use only, nature study, guided tours

27  Loop 360 Boat Ramp
 5201 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.

5 Day-use only, fishing

28  Mary Quinlan Park
 1601 N. Quinlan Park Road

5.8

29  Selma Hughes Park
 11921 Selma Hughes Park Road

5 Day-use only, fishing, nature study,

30  Tom Hughes Park
 12714 Hughes Park Road

15 Day-use only, scuba diving

31  Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve
 805 N. Capital of Texas Hwy. 

227 Day-use only, nature study

5

360

29

Compiled by Tiffany Young



22 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition

Austin Paddle Sports
Stand up paddling grows in popularity on local waterways

G rowing up in Newport Beach 
in Southern California, Andy 
Lukei began surfing when he 

was 12 years old. About five years ago, 
he began stand up paddling (SUP), 
also known as paddleboarding. 

When Lukei moved to Austin in 
2009 to work in commercial real 
estate, he continued practicing the 
sport on Lake Austin, where he lives, 
and Lady Bird Lake. He said he would 
frequently be asked about the sport 
by boaters. At the time, he rarely saw 
other stand up paddlers and estimates 
there were about 30 boards in the area.

He established Austin Paddle Sports 
in late 2009, and about a year and-a-
half later, he estimates the number of 
boards in Austin is about 500 to 600.

“The lifestyle in Austin is a lot like 
that in Southern California, not just 
from a socioeconomic standpoint, but 
also from a fitness aspect,” Lukei said.

He believes this has led to the 
growth in the sport. He said in 
Central Texas, SUP is slightly more 
popular with the female popula-
tion. In California, he said it leans 

toward males, most likely because of 
its similarity to surfing. However, he 
said women seem to see the physical 
benefits of the sport in Austin.

Austin Paddle Sports has a per-
manent rental location at Lady Bird 
Lake’s Rowing Dock, but is anticipat-
ing opening a dock at Rough Hollow 
in Lakeway early summer.

This would allow the company to 
rent paddleboards and give lessons in 
an inlet at Lake Travis, allowing for 
safe paddling conditions.

“With safety our No. 1 concern, it’s 
best if beginners start without boats 
nearby,” Lukei said.

Because of that, Lady Bird Lake and 
Quarry Lake—at Pure Austin Fitness 
in North Austin—are preferred spots 
for lessons, but Lukei also teaches on 
lakes Travis and Austin on request.

In addition to teaching lessons and 
rentals, Austin Paddle Sports has a 
retail store in South Austin that is 
moving to Auditorium Shores by June. 
Being closer to the lake, Lukei said, 
will have an even greater effect on the 
growing sport.

BUSINESS

Austin Paddle Sports owner Andy Lukei gives a paddleboard lesson.
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By Tiffany Young

Austin Paddle Sports
Rentals: Rowing Dock, 2418 
Stratford Drive, Austin
Retail: 5214 Burleson Road, 
Ste.	118	•	595-1410
Andy@austinpaddlesports.com
www.austinpaddlesports.com

Joining in

SUP core fitness classes
Austin Paddle Sports is teaming up 
with Pure Austin Fitness, beginning 
in May, to bring a SUP core fitness 
class to Northwest Austin at Quarry 
Lake. The one-hour class will provide 
a workout burning more than 400 
calories. Visit www.pureaustin.com 
to sign up. Classes are $15 for gym 
members and $20 for nonmembers.

SUP community
Meet those interested in stand up 
paddling through the SUP Austin 
meetup group, www.meetup.com/sup-
austin-texas or the CenTexSUP meetup 
group, www.meetup.com/centexsup.

A stand up paddler practices technique on 
Lake Austin, near the 360 bridge.

Nature 
Center Dr.

Barton 
Springs Rd.

Lou Neff 
Rd.

Stratford Dr.

MoPac

MEN’S & BOY’S HAIRCUTS    HOT TOWEL RAZOR SHAVES
MEN’S COLOR TREATMENTS    MANICURES    FACIALS

SHAVING HARDWARE & GEAR    MEN’S PRODUCTS & GIFTS
Finley’s is a kid-friendly establishment.

Finley’s is a full service men’s Barber Shop 
nestled in the Hill Country just a few minutes west of Austin.  

When you visit Finley’s you’ll appreciate our friendly staff, 
our masculine interior, complimentary beverage bar, 
free wi-fi , and relaxed laid back atmosphere.  

Come to Finley’s Barber Shop and be treated the way 
you deserve to be treated, like a man.

Now Open in Lakeway

COMING SOON

TO WESTLAKE!
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DADS LOVE FINLEY’S GIFT CARDS
full service men’s Barber Shopis a full servic

Lakeway

SOON
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p 
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KE!

•  Fine art featuring Austin artists

•  Fine hand crafted work

•  Glass art

•  Luna Garcia

•  Lady Primrose 

•  Handmade jewelry

•  Music boxes: Handmade in Italy

•  Lay-a-way, shipping, complimentary gift wrap 

p r e s e n c e
w h e r e  t h e  u n u s u a l  i s  u s u a l

3300 Bee Cave Road  Suite 700   •   Austin, Texas 78746   •   512.363.2938
austinpresence@sbcglobal.net   •   www.austinpresence.com

The NEW home of Austin Presence, in the Randalls center next to FedEx
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T hough open less than a year, Beer 
Bouquet has been getting national 
attention—featured on CBS’ “Better 

Mornings Atlanta” and “Inside the NFL.”  
Housed in a warehouse on Hudson Bend, 
the business, locally owned by husband-
wife team Josh and Chelsea Horowitz, 
is especially popular with men, possibly 
because it teams together beer and sports 
for what its slogan says is the “ultimate 
guy gift.”

“The idea came about as all good ideas 
come about—sitting around drinking 
beer,” Josh Horowitz said.

He and his friends were at a bar 
discussing the various options for easy 
gifts to buy for women—such as flowers, 
cookie bouquets and fruit baskets.

They wanted something women could 
order just as easily for a special man in 
her life, and a six-pack of beer seemed like 
the way to go.

Josh Horowitz, working as a graphic 
designer, and Chelsea Horowitz, a 
photographer, had already had their first 
child while living in New York, when they 
decided to move to the Austin area and 
start the business.

Soon after moving to Hudson Bend, 
they had their second child.

“We both loved Austin and it’s a much 
better place [than New York] to raise 
children,” Josh Horowitz said.

They began working on licensing about 
a year before the move and still had work 
to do to convince local politicians and 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion to allow the business to ship beer via 
Internet orders.

“We were the first in the state to get a 
license to do this sort of thing, so it took 

Beer Bouquet owner Josh Horowitz spends his day processing, packaging and mailing online orders.

Most bouquets cost $49.99 and include six beers, a 
bucket, a bag of peanuts, a koozie, a bottle opener, a 
message from the sender and shipping.

a while to get everyone to go along with 
it and sign the paperwork,” Josh Horow-
itz said.

While most of their sales are online, he 
said he hopes to get more foot traffic.

“You can just swing by, pick out your 
beer and we’ll package it up. It’s an easy 
gift for parties,”  Josh Horowitz said.

Beer Bouquet delivers to 46 states and 
has 150 different sports team logos that 
can be ordered on its buckets, ranging 
from NASCAR and hockey to baseball 
and football. Corporations can also get 
their logo on a pail to send as gifts to 
customers or employees.

Packaging, which is recyclable, is done 
by Austin Foam and Plastics and was 
developed between Josh Horowitz and the 
company to make sure the glass bottles 
would not break during shipping—and so 
far he has not gotten a single complaint of 
broken beer bottles from his customers.

Those wanting discounts just need to 
choose  winning sports teams—Beer Bou-
quet often discounts the teams who win 
championships, and the discount remains 
until the next season begins—meaning 
Aggie fans can—for the time being—get 
an “ATM” logo on their beer pail at a 
slightly lower rate than usual because of 
the women’s winning basketball season. 

Beer Bouquet 
4602 Weletka, Ste. 300, 
Austin	•	487-8786
www.beerbouquet.com

By Tiffany Young

Beer Bouquet
Company replaces flowers 
with six packs and snacks

BUSINESS
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 Weletka Dr.

 

 OPEN
 HOUSE

: 

10:30am 

MAY 18th
, 

25th
 

 A tailored, individualized, teaching 
approach with small class sizes. 
 

 Emphasis on language with  
Mandarin and Spanish from 2½. 
 

 Global outlook in a cross-curricular 
teaching environment. 

 
 Instructional swim program. 
 
 Flexible early-drop off and pick-up from 

7.30am to 6pm daily. 
 

 Part of  a family  of schools with a  
25 year track record of success. 

www.abercorninternational.org 
Academic excellence and global learning in the heart of Texas 

Abercorn International School 

Call us now  to schedule your private tour:  
512 - 222 - 9180 
Or visit us at:  
601 Ranch Road 620 South 
Lakeway, TX 78734 

Rolling Admissions for boys and 
girls from 2 ½ - 11. 
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Stop by our branch in Bee Cave
(located at 3600 RR 620 South, Ste. D)

aplusfcu.org

Li-Tai Chuo, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

Claudia Legere, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

w w w. s t e i n e r r a n c h p r i m a r yc a r e . c o m
2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430

512-266-8877  |  Monday – Friday 8am-Noon and 1:30pm – 5pm

MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Complete Physical Exams
• Well Woman Exams
• Immunizations
• School and Sports Physicals
• Acute and Chronic Disease 

Management
• Minor Injuries

New Patients Welcome!
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXCEPTIONAL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPTIONAL CARE!

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Steiner 
Ranch Blvd.
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DINING

Texas Honey Ham Co.
Restaurant owners help foster community relationships

F reshness, consistency and comfort are 
the three tenets that turned a simple 
Westlake restaurant into a place 

where neighbors, family and friends meet 
for more than just breakfast and lunch.

Texas Honey Ham Co., owned by Kelly 
Weiss, Trent Hunt and Robert Siller, 
began in 2004 when Weiss decided to 
leave his position as a trial lawyer after 
seven years for a more uplifting indus-
try—the ham business.

“I just got to where I wanted to see 
people that are happy to see me,” he said.

Inspired by his uncle’s ham business 
in Lubbock, where he and Hunt grew up, 
Texas Honey Ham Co. was born. How-
ever, the two realized while their spiral-cut 
honey hams fly off the shelves each Thanks-
giving, Christmas and Easter holiday, they 
needed a menu to sustain the business the 
rest of the year.

Siller, who had worked with Hunt 
at an Austin Rudy’s Bar-B-Q location, 
soon joined the team, and the company 
expanded further.

The menu at this point included four 
sandwiches, two sides and a cookie. Weiss 
said they decided to extend the menu 
options to breakfast in July 2006.

Months later the company introduced 
breakfast tacos coupled with Hunt’s 
homemade salsa recipe—a move that 
would draw many more customers than 
the trio expected.

“It wasn’t kind of packed—I mean it 
was getting to be a problem,” Weiss said. 
“There wasn’t any place for people to 
stand and make their order.”

Hunt, the source of virtually all the 
recipes, was driven to use leftover but 
perfectly good ingredients to add variety 
to the menu. 

“There were tomatoes that we didn’t 
use that day so I started to experiment 
and then we had tomato soup,” Hunt said. 
“We were cutting people off slices of ham 
and now we have a ham bone left over so 
I threw it in a pot with some water and 
some beans.”

The restaurant grew even more popu-
lar in West Lake Hills, drawing several 
customers who would become regulars and 
help spread the word around town.

This boom in business, in addition to 
supporting schools and local churches, 
helped push Texas Honey Ham Co. past 
“restaurant” into the category of commu-
nity hub where people can talk face-to-face.

“Don’t come over here to use Wi-Fi 
because we don’t have it,” Weiss said. 
“We’re trying to harken back to when 
a local restaurant was a place to have a 
conversation.”

Hungry teens from nearby Westlake 
High School flood the dining room during 
the busy lunch hour. Several stop to greet 
the three owners as if they have known 
them for years. In many cases, they have.

The company’s success could be mostly 
attributed to these relationships with the 
community, but a devotion to one of the 
world’s most popular meats helps, too.

“Everything we’ve done has been on a 
shoestring,” Weiss said, “but we’ve been 
able to not just make it work, but make it 
thrive.”

By Taylor Short

Hungry patrons fill the dining room during the busy 
lunch hour April 12.

The store sells spiral-sliced honey-glazed hams 
ranging from 7 to 10 pounds.

From left, owners Robert Siller, Kelly Weiss and Trent Hunt opened Texas Honey Ham Co. in 2004, each 
bringing expertise from their different backgrounds.

Lunch
•	Ham, turkey or bacon sandwiches ($6.29)—

Served with cheese, lettuce, tomato, red onion, 
mustard and mayo on wheat or white bread

•	Club sandwich ($7.29)—A triple decker sandwich 
with ham, turkey, bacon, Swiss and cheddar 
cheese, lettuce, tomato, red onion, mustard and 
mayo on wheat or white bread

•	Pulled pork sandwich ($7.29)—Tender pulled 
pork with pickles, red onion and homemade honey 
barbecue sauce on a freshly baked bun

Catering
•	Box lunches ($8.99 per person)—Cold sandwich 

with chips and cookie or choice of small soup or 
side

•	Buffet to go ($8.99 per person)—A selection of 
meat, bread, sides, sandwich fixings, iced tea, ice, 
condiments, plates, cups and utensils

•	Choice slice rolls ($49.99 for a tray of 24)—
Home-baked roll with choice honey glazed ham

Breakfast
•	Breakfast tacos ($1.99 for two items, 50 cents for 

each additional item)—Choose from eggs, cheese, 
bacon, sausage, honey ham, baked potato hash, 
turkey, frijoles or pulled pork

•	Taco ranchero ($2.29)—Taco with fresh salsa
•	Pig in a blanket ($2.49)—One pancake wrapped 

around grilled honey ham

Hams
•	Spiral-sliced honey-glazed hams ($6.99/lb.)

Texas Honey Ham Co.
3736 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 6A
Austin
330-9888
www.texashoneyham.com
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Westbank Dr.

 Westlake Dr.

Bee Caves Rd.

Rajat Gupta, MD
Board Certifi ed in Neurology & Pain Medicine
Former Instructor of Pain Management at 
Johns Hopkins University

• Headaches (including Botox®)

• Spine Pain

• Fibromyalgia

• Other Chronic Pain Disorders

– in Westlake –
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Jon Hockenyos, one of the region’s most respected economists, said the state budget crisis and the 
potential for increased taxes will lead to some “adult conversations” about how to pay for services.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Jon Hockenyos
Austin economist shares views on recession recovery
By Tiffany Young 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

Jon Hockenyos, president and founder of TXP, has made a name for himself in Central 
Texas for his annual economic outlook and forecast presentations to the City of Austin 
as well as his position on several area boards. From working with cities to see how the 
economy affects their operations to analyzing how public policy affects organizations, 
Hockenyos said his job is to “tell stories with numbers.”

Hockenyos has an undergraduate degree in philosophy from the University of Illinois 
and a graduate degree in public affairs from the LBJ School of Public Affairs at The Uni-
versity of Texas. Projects he is undertaking include working with the City of Austin on its 
2011–12 fiscal year budget and developing a finance plan for the Dallas/Fort Worth area 
on an approximately $2 billion transit rail expansion.

In 10 years, do you see Williamson, Travis 
and Hays counties as a metropolitan area 
similar to the Dallas/Fort Worth area?

I don’t think it’s any secret that cultur-
ally, Hays, Travis and Williamson counties 
kind of have different paths. I think the 
interesting challenge as a region is to say, 
‘What are the common issues we all have 
to deal with?’ It fundamentally comes 
down to natural resources, water and 
transportation. It will be interesting to see 
if we can deal with those problems region-
ally, what the implications of that are 
naturally over time—over 10 or 15 years. I 
would say that’s the best way to go. If you 
put that infrastructure in place, maybe 

someday we’d have a regional rail system. 
Maybe we’d have the capacity to see where 
we develop and where we don’t in terms of 
national resource considerations ... 

Is the public’s perception of teachers’ and 
administrators’ jobs being cut realistic?

The reality of the consequences of what 
sounds great—at least in ‘We’ve got to cut 
waste and fraud.’ Who’s going to disagree 
with that?—but when cutting waste and 
fraud means your teacher isn’t working 
anymore, then it takes on a slightly differ-
ent tone. I think, if that comes to pass, it 
will then prompt us as a community and 
as a state to say, ‘OK, now we really get it. 

Now we’re moving past the rhetoric into 
this is what it really means.’ It’s moving 
into an adult conversation about adult 
choices.

What can suburban areas, such as Round 
Rock ... learn from Austin’s growing pains?

I think the biggest things suburban areas 
could learn is [that] what makes suburban 
areas viable is thinking about their build 
environment so it’s not just single-family 
housing and commercial. I think the chal-
lenge for suburbs is to put in a mixing of 
different land uses—to have some employ-
ment centers, to have some entertainment 
options, to have retail and maybe some 

lodging in the mix—to be accessible to 
each other so that they can feed off of each 
other.

How do increased taxes affect ... small-
business owners from a historical aspect?

A lot of that is about perception. The top 
marginal income tax in 1960 was  
90 percent. I think that’s going to be one 
part of the adult conversation somewhere 
along the road we’re going to have to have 
about [what] level of government revenue 
is required to support things we really care 
about and what portion of that is each one 
of us going to be asked to pay.
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12801 Shops Parkway, #200
Bee Cave, Texas 78738
(512) 402-1919
www.apatitecafe.com • apatite@live.com
Shops at the Galleria near Lowes, next door to Bodhi Yoga

Casual New 
American Dining

An eclectic mix of fresh and 

locally grown ingredients 

fused with international 

fl avors in a chic but intimate 

neighborhood atmosphere.

Hours

Lunch: Monday – Saturday 
10:30am-2:30pm

Dinner: Tuesday – Saturday 
5:30pm-9pm

Closed Sunday

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12568
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Livestrong Cancer Navigation Center
A one-stop-shop for treatment, support and resources

G retchen Flatau remembers when 
dealing with husband Art Flatau’s 
1992 leukemia diagnosis meant 

trips to the library to find information 
and making countless phone calls to area 
doctors to discuss treatment plans. 

The Southwest Austin couple had to 
make the connections themselves. Now, 
Gretchen said, the missing links are read-
ily available to those who need it because 
of the Livestrong Foundation. 

On March 25, the couple celebrated 
the grand opening of the Livestrong 
Cancer Navigation Center, which helps 
cancer patients and their families find 
support, services and treatment options 
in one location and connects them to 
services in a convenient way to suit their 
personal needs. 

The navigation center began offering 
services in November but held its official 
opening in March at the Livestrong 
Center, 2201 E. Sixth St. The center is 
the newest branch of Livestrong, the 
advocacy nonprofit founded in 1997 by 
international professional cyclist, seven-
time Tour de France winner and testicu-
lar cancer survivor Lance Armstrong. 

NONPROFIT

By Kate Hull

From left, Lance Armstrong, State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett and State Sen. Kirk Watson 
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Livestrong Cancer 
Navigation Center
2201 E. Sixth St.,  
Austin	•	220-7777
cancer.navigation@livestrong.org

35

R
ob

er
t M

ar
tin

ez
 J

r. 
S

t. E. 6th St.

“My journey to this building started in 
Austin in 1996 when I was diagnosed,” 
Armstrong said at the opening. “And 
my journey down to the doctor’s office 
[that day] was very similar to the journey 
people will make [to this center]. They 
will walk through these doors and have 
the very same questions that I had and 
they will want answers.”

Those visitors will want to know what 
their chances of survival are, how they 
can afford the treatments they need and 
other questions about what to do next, 
he said. The center also offers support 
for the family members of those dealing 
with cancer. 

Navigation Center Director Chris Dam-
mert said the center wants to be a part of 
the community and a resource in Austin. 
“People can call us, go online or come 
into the center to meet one-on-one with 
our navigators to help connect them with 
all the resources they may need as they go 
through their cancer journey,” he said.

The center works with medical provid-
ers across the city to coordinate care to 
help the patient and family facilitate a 
plan that fits with their specific needs, 

Dammert said. 
The center has partnered with local 

and national nonprofits to provide 
additional services individuals may need 
such as helping to find health insurance. 

Center staff also answer questions 
about fertility preservation, financial 
concerns and treatment, as well as pro-
vide emotional support.

Hoping to bridge the gap between a 
diagnosis and a plan, the navigation center 
is the first of its kind for cancer treat-
ment and, if successful, will be duplicated 
around the country, Dammert said.

Inside the center’s doors, photos of 

those affected, along with their personal 
testimonials underneath, decorate the 
walls. The center’s motto hangs overhead 
in large yellow lettering: “It is one thing 
to live. It’s another to live strong.”

(512) 992.2822
www.rigbyadvanceddental.com

We accept most dental insurances!

Free Personal & Business Checking   250+ Free ATMs   21 Metro Locations
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Providing excellent financial products and services for over 70 years.

Owner Occupied or Investment Property

Commercial Real Estate Loans
20 Year Amortization

No Prepayment Penalty

For details, contact Jim Howey (ext. 7317) or Jim Greenwood (ext. 7379).

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate 
loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco 
Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the 
National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans
10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed

4.45%*

4.75%*

New Automobile
Loans
Up to
48 Mo.

60 Mo.
2.85%*

2.95%*
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SUMMER LIVE MUSIC GUIDE 

1   Angel’s Icehouse
21815 W. Hwy. 71, Spicewood
264-3777 · www.angelsicehouse.com
May 14  Jon Napier
May 19  Karaoke/Singer-songwriter night
May 21  Troubadillos
May 27  Jo Hell and the Red Roosters
May 28  Bob Cheevers
June 3  The Fabulous Chevelles
June 10  Divas and Cavaliers
June 11  Wyatt Akers
June 24  Roadside Libby
July 8  Gary P. Nunn
July 22  Whitestone Band

2   The BAckyArd AT Bee cAve
13742 Bee Cave Parkway, Bee Cave
651-5033 · www.thebackyard.net
June 3  Max & Ruby Bunny Party
June 4  Pat Green

3   hIll counTry gAllerIA 
 sprIng concerT serIes
12700 Hill Country Blvd., Bee Cave
263-0001 · www.hillcountrygalleria.com
May 13  Arielle Nicole
May 20  Johnny Austin
May 27  Landshark!
May 28  Loose Wheels

4   kgsr presenTs  
Blues on The green
Zilker Park
2100 Barton Spring Road, Austin
www.kgsr.com/other/blues
June 9  Texas Tornados
June 23  Carolyn Wonderland
July 7  Alejandro Escovedo
July 21  Bodeans
Aug. 4  Charlie Mars
Aug. 18  Raul Malo

5   The oAsIs
6550 Comanche Trail, Austin
266-2442 · www.oasis-austin.com
May 13  Atlantics
May 15  The Brew
May 18  Austin Live Band Karaoke
May 19  Mike Milligan
May 20  LC Rocks
May 21  Alpha Rev
May 26  Pauline Reese
May 27  The Eggmen
May 28 Cornell Hurd
June 3  Memphis Train Revue
June 4  Video Vamp
June 18  Daytrippers
June 25  Psychic Cowboys
July 1  Paula Nelson
July 8  Reunion
July 9  Les and the Funk Mob
July 16  Texas T’s
July 22  Suede
July 30  Red Alert

6   one World TheATre
7701 Bee Caves Road, Austin
330-9500 · www.oneworldtheatre.org
May 14  The Rankin Twins, Jon Dee Graham
May 22  Sarah Jarosz
May 27  Boney James
May 28  Suzzana Choffel
June 1  John Waite
June 9   Classic Albums Live performs  
 “Led Zeppelin IV”
June 10  Acoustic Alchemy
June 17  Dave Koz
June 19  Average White Band
June 22  Little Feat
June 24  Camerata Tango
June 25  Jim Messina
June 26  Strunz & Farah
July 8  The Sax Pack
July 10  Perla Batalla
July 15  Kelly WillIs & Bruce Robison
July 22  Ottmar Liebert
July 29  Gallagher
July 30  Vonda Shepherd
Aug. 4  Badi Assad
Aug. 5  Fourplay
Aug. 7  Roger McGuinn
Aug. 12  David Benoit
Aug. 26  Paula Poundstone

7   unplugged AT The grove
The Shady Grove
1624 Barton Springs Road, Austin
474-9991 · www.theshadygrove.com
May 24  James McMurty 
June 2  Charlie Mars
June 9  The Gourds
June 23  Band of Heathens
June 30  Sean McConnell
Aug. 11  Deadman
Aug. 18  Foster & Lloyd
Aug. 25  Uncle Lucious
Sept. 1 Kat Edmondson 
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Hill Country Blvd.

Barton Springs Rd.

ActivCore Training 
May 20 and 21

Yogalates 
Classes at noon on Wednesdays

Come Grow Young Wi th  Us
YOGA § SPIN § PILATES

PILATES TEACHER TRAINING 
with Kimberley and Katherine Corp
May 16th at Trio Life Fitness, call us for details!

We’ve added new teachers to our schedule, come in 
and help us welcome Cathy Lyman and Lori Manse!

12101 Bee Cave Road, Suite 5-E, Austin, TX 78738 | (512)263-9600 | www.TrioLifeFitness.net

Pilates Boot Camp 
With Cathy Lyman

Summer Discount 
for Teachers
Call for details!

In addition to year-round venues like The Oasis, The 
Backyard, One World Theatre and Angel’s Icehouse, 
music fans can attend festivals at the Hill Country 
Galleria, The Shady Grove and Zilker Park that span 
the entire summer and into September.

This is not an extensive list of all live music events within Central Texas. To see more events or to submit an event to our online calendar, visit impactnews.com/calendar.

Compiled by Taylor Short
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Small Changes.
Extreme Results.
Extend the life of  your tile with Stanley Steemer.
• Toughen your tile against spills.
• Return your grout to its original color.
• Leave it to the professionals you can trust. stanleysteemer.com

stanleysteemer.com

Full Service Cleaning
Carpet • Tile & Grout • Upholstery • Leather • Area Rug • 24 HR Emergency Water Damage Restoration

Call today for one of  our Austin specials:  512-926-8549

Tile Cleaning Special:
$25 off

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of 
service. Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Certain 
types of tile may incur additional charges. Offer not applicable 

to natural stone or marble fl ooring. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 6/15/11 • Promo Code: TC25

Carpet Cleaning Special:
$33 per room

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Combined living 
areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 

2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are 
priced separately. Protector not included. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 6/15/11 • Promo Code: SC33
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Elnora Van Cleve Brown
Memorial held for ‘Austin’s First Daughter’

Descendants of ‘Austin’s First 
Daughter,’ Elnora Van Cleve 
Brown, honored Travis 

County pioneers with a memorial 
dedication April 23 at a cemetery off 
Pace Bend Park Road in Spicewood, 
near Lake Travis. About 100 people 
gathered at the event, which had a 
color guard, bagpiper, re-enactors 
and musket fire.

On April 7, City of Austin Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell declared Saturday, 
April 23, as “Elnora and Daniel 
Brown Memorial Dedication Day” 
in honor of the occasion.

Born on April 14, 1841, Elnora 
Van Cleve was the second baby of 
record—and the first girl—born 
in the City of Austin. Her parents, 
Lorenzo Van Cleve and Margaret 
Smith, were the third couple to 
receive a marriage license from the 
city. The first baby of record, Sam 
Houston Jones, was born six weeks 
earlier.

Elnora Van Cleve’s parents moved 
to Austin from Bastrop because her 
father was a master craftsman. He 

was commissioned to do woodwork 
by Maribeau Lamar, who served as 
the second president of the Repub-
lic of Texas. A copy of the original 
receipt can be found in the state 
archives at the capitol.

Her uncle, James W. Smith, was 
the first Travis County judge—then 
called chief justice— elected in 1840.

David A. Bowles, a historian and 
author of the “Westward Sagas”—a 
series based on his descendants—is 
the great-grandson of Elnora Van 
Cleve Brown and her husband 
Daniel Brown. He said his extended 
family has been holding what they 
call a heritage event—a family 
reunion in a location of historical 
significance in which a past family 
member took part—every other year 
since 2006. Bowles said they chose 
Spicewood as the location of this 
year’s heritage event because it is 
where Elnora Van Cleve Brown and 
her husband purchased land around 
1879 and raised their 15 children 
before being buried at Collier-
Gregg Cemetery, a privately owned 

cemetery.
Bowles found the original land 

records of the property on the Ped-
ernales River in Elnora Van Cleves’ 
Bible, which led him to research his 
descendants from his grandmother 
to Lorenzo Van Cleve and Margaret 
Smith. 

HISTORY

A painting of “Austin’s First Daughter,” Elnora Brown, done about 
1858, when she was about 18 years old.

David A. Bowles, great-grandson of Elnora 
Van Cleve Brown, is a genealogist who has 
written a series of books, “Westward Sa-
gas,” based on his descendants, including 
the Van Cleves.

Madeline Azachi places flowers on her great, 
great, great-grandmother’s tombstone.
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By Tiffany Young

Thank  You
for 30 Great Years in the Lakeway Community.

Some restrictions may apply. ©2011 ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. CLB11065 0411 JB

For information about membership, call 
512.261.7200 | hillsoflakewaycc.com

We’re very excited to announce our current Expansion Projects!

CLB11065-Hills30thAnnAd_resize.indd   1 4/26/11   11:05 AM

Interested in a 

Bachelor of Science  

in Nursing?

We are located in both 

Bryan-College Station  

and Round Rock.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone, or go to: 

nursing.tamhsc.edu
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Now Open
Central Austin Whole 
Foods Market, 525 N. Lamar 
Blvd. downtown Austin, 
opened Bar Lamar in March 
to provide local beer and wine 
to patrons. The bar features 
about 20 seats and offers beer 
and wine by the glass with 
prices ranging from $4 to $10. 
Bar Lamar is one of more than 
a dozen in-store bars opened 
by Whole Foods in select 
stores throughout the country.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com

Northwest Austin Austin 
residents Scott Frowiss and 
Artie Chavez opened My Pit 
Crew recently. The business 
will pick up customers’ cars 
at their homes or offices and 
drive them to a service sta-
tion to get an oil change, car 
wash, air filter replacement 
and other services. The busi-
ness serves people in Cedar 
Park, Leander, Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and North Austin.  
www.mypitcrew.com,  
782-2305

In the News
Southwest Austin Game 
Over Videogames Inc., a clas-
sic video game retail chain, 
will become Game Over 
Entertainment Inc. follow-
ing a $100 million investment 
from Atari founder Nolan 
Bushnell. Bushnell said the 
new company will open food 
and gaming facilities similar 
to Dave & Buster’s and Chuck 
E. Cheese’s. All four existing 
retail locations—including its 
5400 Brodie Lane, Ste. 210, 
storefront—will remain the 
same. 891-6837,  
www.gameovervideogames.
com

Northwest Austin Concor-
dia University Texas, 11400 
Concordia University Drive, 
dedicated its new baseball 
stadium April 12. The  
$3.1 million stadium seats 
1,200, and Concordia received 
a $2.25 million anonymous 
donation and $300,000 from 
former Concordia baseball 
player Scott Linebrink, who 
is a pitcher for the Atlanta 
Braves, to complete the sta-
dium. www.concordia.edu

Study: residential growth surges on  
S. I-35 corridor, stalls on Hwy. 290, 71

Sunset Valley City Council OK’s new 
master plan for development

Southwest Austin  While the 
south I-35 corridor experienced 
the largest surge in residential 
construction in Austin through-
out 2010, neighborhood devel-
opment surrounding Hwy. 290 
and Hwy. 71 stalled, according 
to a 2010 city planning and 
development department study 
outlining changes in residential 
and non-residential growth.

These differences in growth 
between the two areas are 
because of variances in land use 
restrictions, access to goods and 
density concerns.

The largest increases in 
development continue to center 
on the southwest portion along 
I-35 in ZIP code 78748, accord-
ing to the Austin Growth Watch 
Report produced by the city’s 
Planning and Development 
Review Department.

Southwest Austin  Sunset 
Valley has updated its vision for 
the city’s future.

On April 5, the Sunset Valley 
City Council approved a new 
comprehensive master plan—
a set of guidelines for future 
growth that addresses the 
breadth of various areas of city 
life, including housing, schools, 
transportation and resources.

One element of the plan, the 
future land-use map, catego-
rizes every property in the city 
to influence future zoning. 
These categories may not match 
current land use, but reflect 
a parcel’s eventual use based 

The vast majority of growth is 
due to the sprawling shopping 
center Southpark Meadows, 
located at 9500 S. I-35 near 
Slaughter Lane. Plans to add a 
Sam’s Club store have allowed 
the shopping center to grow to 
nearly 1.6 million square feet 
of retail space. The shopping 
center is the largest in Central 
Texas, according to its owner, 
Endeavor Real Estate Group.

The land within 78748 is a 
part of what is considered the 
desired development zone, said 
Duane Hutson, the principal 
at Hutson Land Planners and 
Development Consultants. That 
means it is an area of the city 
that is less restricted than others 
based on watershed regulations.

Hutson and his team work 
with potential developments in 
the city, primarily Southwest 

Top stories

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Austin, to help developers 
determine what makes sense for 
a property in terms of density, 
desired zoning changes and 
regulations, and variances to 
the land.

Developers along the south 
I-35 corridor have been able 
to establish a larger amount of 

density because of allowable 
land cover regulations, which 
are less stringent than the par-
cels of land farther west on the 
Edwards Aquifer recharge zone, 
Hutson said.
Full story by Joseph Olivieri at  
more.impactnews.com/12357

Residential 
electricity bill 
price trends
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Compared to Houston and San Marcos, Austin Energy 
customers pay middle-of-the-road utility rates, which soon 
may change after deregulation and/or a rate increase.

Source: Public Utility Commission of Texas
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on location and neighboring 
properties, City Manager Clay 
Collins said.

The plan’s biggest changes 
are updates since the 1995 
plan, increases in space 
reserved for conservation and 
making recommendations for 
nearby areas under Sunset Val-
ley control, called the extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction.

Officials spent almost two 
years creating the document 
and received public feedback 
through meetings and commu-
nity surveys.
Full story by Joseph Olivieri at  
more.impactnews.com/12356

Central Austin Austin 
Energy’s service area may soon 
be open to competing utilities 
if Senate Bill 940 is passed, but 
opponents say electric rates 
would only increase, even under 
an open market.

The bill comes about a year 
before a proposed 10 percent to 
12 percent rate increase by Aus-
tin Energy, which is expected by 
early 2012.

Sen. Craig Estes, R-Wichita 

Legislators target Austin Energy’s 
grasp on supplying power to the city

Falls, authored the bill requiring 
any electric utility with 3 million 
square feet of state-owned office 
space within its service area to 
have customer choice.

Estes said although Austin 
Energy has provided the state with 
a good rate, he wants this to con-
tinue. He said his primary con-
cern when drafting the bill was for 
the state and state employees.
Full story by Bobby Longoria at  
more.impactnews.com/12266

Residential growth has increased in ZIP code 78748 due to expanding developments. 
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The Brodie Homestead parcel—currently for sale—is classified as highway commer-
cial in the new master plan. It was neighborhood commercial in the previous plan.
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1890 Ranch sees growth, struggles for long-standing tenants

Cedar Park Although 1890 
Ranch Shopping Center is 
steadily approaching build-out 
and attracting new businesses, 
some long-standing tenants are 
struggling with the soft economy 
and visibility issues.
While continued growth helps 

diversify options for customers 
at 1890 Ranch, some businesses, 
especially in the back portion of 
the shopping center, attribute the 
growth, poor foot traffic and road 
construction to a decline in their 
business.
Construction has continued 

throughout the past year at 1890 
Ranch, with at least 10 businesses 
opening or in the works, said 
Charlie Northington, principal of 
retail development for Endeavor 
Real Estate Group.
“It’s been steady growth. I think 

it’s because we have a well-estab-
lished destination shopping cen-
ter there,” Northington said. “It’s 
a family-friendly place to come. 
It’s got a little bit of everything.”
With the final building of the 

retail portion under construction, 

the last piece of the retail puzzle 
for 1890 Ranch is nearing comple-
tion. The remaining two buildings 
of the project—buildings O and 
P—will help complete the office 
space element of the shopping 
center, Northington said.
As the only major retail center 
in Cedar Park, 1890 Ranch owes 
much of its success to the need 
in Cedar Park, said Phil Brewer, 

Top stories

Central Austin For Hill Abell, 
cycling is a sport and a life-
style—and the bike is as much 
of a tool as it is a means of 
entertainment. Abell, the owner 
of Bicycle Sport Shop, makes it 
his mission to get more people 
on bikes, more often.

Abell and his wife, Laura 
Agnew, have owned Bicycle 
Sport Shop since 1984 when he 
purchased the modest shop on 
Barton Springs Road as a stu-
dent at The University of Texas. 
Seeing the opportunity to turn 
the business into his career, 
Abell left business school and 
focused on turning his pas-
sion for mountain biking into a 
lucrative company.

While the store now serves as 
a one-stop shop for all cycling 
needs, it initially began selling 
mountain bikes when they had 
just appeared on the market.

“I knew people would take to 
the activity of mountain biking 
because I did and had such a 
passion for it,” Abell said. “The 
boom was so intense that for 
the next five years, our business 

Bicycle Sport Shop
Business

was growing as much as 300 
percent a year.”
Full story by Kate Hull at  
more.impactnews.com/12256

Bicycle Sport Shop
517 South Lamar Boulevard
Austin • 477-3472
bicyclesportshop.com 

2009 2010 2011
*Currently under construction

•	 Arttie
•	 BBVA Compass Bank  

(name changed from 
Guaranty Bank in 2010)

•	 China Café
•	 Gracy Title
•	 Half Price Books
•	 Jenny Craig
•	 Keller Williams Realty
•	 Medifast
•	 Mr. Notebook
•	 Nutrishop
•	 Pigtails and Crewcuts
•	 Plato’s Closet
•	 Taco Reál
•	 Tan It All
•	 YoYo’s Frozen Yogurt

•	 Bikram Yoga
•	 Huntington Learning 

Center
•	 Rosa’s Tortilla Factory 
•	 Sun Auto Services

•	 Clear Choice
•	 Logan’s Roadhouse
•	 Natural Grocers by 

Vitamin Cottage
•	 James Avery Jewelry
•	 Barbeques Galore*
•	 Cedar Park Family 

Dentistry*
•	 Mighty Fine Burgers*

1890 Ranch Shopping Center opened as Cedar 
Park’s largest retail development in 2007. In its first 
two years, about 45 businesses opened at 1890 
Ranch. While growth has slowed during the reces-
sion, new businesses continue to open.

Growth in 1890 Ranch since 2009

the city’s economic development 
director.

“It’s fulfilling a lot of the 
demands of our local citizens 
because they didn’t have some-
thing like this,” Brewer said. “It’s 
a closer, more convenient location 
for customers to do one-stop 
shopping.”
Full story by Victor O’Brien and Jenn Rains at 
more.impactnews.com/12176

Barton Springs Rd.

S. Lamar 
Blvd.

 

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGAMENT

FOUR LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

512-485-7200
PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

SUMMER CAMMMPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLL

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N 
L A K E W A Y  A N D  B E E  C A V E

512.563.5360

Hill Abell has run his bike shop since 1984.
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REAL ESTATE

Austin Lake Estates
Travis County—78733

Build-out year: 2009

Builders: Keaton Hodges, Tri-Star, H & H, 
Certified Homes, ModHouse, David Weekley 
and Kirk Ulbricht

Number of homes: 435

Square footage: 431–4,847

Home values: $63,814–$1,682,270

HOA dues (estimated): $350 annually 
(voluntary)

Amenities: Community pool, clubhouse, 
playground, sport court, lake privileges

Nearby attractions: Lake Austin, Commons 
Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park

Property taxes:

Travis County  0.4658 
Eanes ISD  1.2025 
WCID No. 18  0.2081 
Travis County Healthcare District  0.0719 
Travis County ESD No. 10 0.1000

Total (per $100 value) 2.0483

Schools:

Eanes Independent School District 
601 Camp Craft Road, Austin, 78746 
www.eanesisd.net

•	 Barton Creek Elementary School
•	 West Ridge Middle School
•	 Westlake High School

9806 San Luis Trail $475,000
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,000 sq. ft.
Agent: Brian Fahey
970-8772

9802 La Jolla Drive $459,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 2,600 sq. ft.
Agent: Cynthia Mattiza
940-5293

3011 Niagra Drive  $425,000
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,542 sq. ft.
Agent: Ryan Gehris
534-3726

2813 De Soto Drive $390,000
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,600 sq. ft.
Agent: Mark Murrell
689-1373

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

10 0 54

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

20 1,008/4,030 $190,000/$476,500

On the market  (As of April 19)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (April 19, 2010–April 19,2011)
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5937 Republic of Texas Blvd. $419,997  

Market Data provided by  
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com

ZIP code guide

78726 Four Points
78730 River Place
78732 Steiner Ranch
78733 Bee Caves Road area
78734 Lakeway
78735 Barton Creek
78738 Bee Cave
78746 West Lake Hills/Rollingwood

44 Pascal  $2.5 million 

4904 High Canyon Pass $525,000 

2903 Chisholm   $275,000 

Property Listings

78746 Austin Barclay Woods 1402F Barclay Drive 7br/4ba  $989,000 5,964 Karen Cunningham 413-2635 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Barton Springs Estates 312 Eanes School 3br/2ba  $769,000 2,433 Clayton Bullock 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Bluffs Lost Creek 1708 Mill Springs Drive 4br/2ba  $650,000 2,819 Stephen Irwin 689-2737 Recar & Associates

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 5903 Saratoga Cove 4br/3ba  $959,000 3,619 Nila Williams 466-1161 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Hills Lost Creek 6628 Whitemarsh Valley Walk 4br/4ba  $995,000 5,000 Suman Sharma 329-5958 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Hills Lost Creek 1500 Bay Hill Drive 3br/3ba  $549,900 2,973 Margaret Reed 496-2281 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Overlook at Treemont 1916 Cetona Court 4br/3ba  $899,900 3,765 Kent Redding 306-1001 Prudential Texas Realty

78746 Austin Parkstone 1801 Real Catorce Drive 5br/3ba  $799,000 4,829 Jeffrey Clawson 695-2425 Austin Vestors

78746 Austin Rob Roy 11 Ehrlich 5br/6ba  $1,595,000 5,377 Tony Garrant 779-6744 Sellstate Classic Realty

78746 Austin Rob Roy 44 Pascal 3br/3ba  $2,500,000 4,624 Stephanie Nick 426-9183 Capital City Sothebys

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 3208 Aztec Fall Cove 5br/5ba  $1,899,000 6,403 Mary Lindenberg 680-6967 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 3013 Sparkling Brook 5br/4ba  $1,465,000 5,537 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 4405 Rio Robles Drive 5br/3ba  $814,000 4,093 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78746 West Lake Hills Chambers 1409 Old Wagon Road 5br/3ba  $2,249,000 3,039 Carole Martin 633-5154 Keller Williams Realty

78746 West Lake Hills Whitewing 711 Windsong Trail 3br/2ba  $1,160,000 3,643 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78738 Austin Enclave at Alta Vista 242 Sunrise Ridge 4br/3ba  $374,900 2,946 Jacquelyn Foreman 554-8298 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 1 Hedgefield Court 5br/5ba  $749,900 4,130 Dana Twombly 417-0736 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78738 Austin Homestead 4904 High Canyon Pass 4br/3ba  $525,000 4,017 Tonya Nieto 914-8040 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Lake Pointe 12221 Lake Stone Drive 3br/2ba  $389,000 3,125 Lori Wakefield 657-4455 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Meadowfox Estates 13824 Lone Rider Trail 5br/4ba  $999,000 5,684 Shannon Schmitz 426-9069 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78738 Austin Ridge at Alta Vista 205 Aria Drive 4br/3ba  $499,000 4,160 Sandra May 626-5126 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Spanish Oaks 4716 Pecan Chase 4br/4ba  $1,199,000 4,971 Jana Birdwell 784-8600 Coldwell Banker United

78738 Austin Spillman Ranch 15608 Spillman Ranch Loop 4br/3ba  $539,000 3,163 Luann Kreyche 983-4012 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Bee Cave Homestead 5513 Great Divide Drive 5br/4ba  $489,900 3,372 Michael Scheffe 328-1075 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Bee Cave Uplands 3406 Vanshire Drive 4br/4ba  $849,999 4,379 Jacquelyn Foreman 554-8298 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Foothills Barton Creek 7710 Sandia Loop 4br/4ba  $1.15,000 4,500 Carole Martin 633-5154 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Lost Creek at Gaines Ranch 5937 Republic of Texas Blvd. 5br/2ba  $419,997 3,298 Richard Cain 794-6601 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Mountain Shadows Cove Condo 8817 Mountain Shadows 2br/2ba  $185,900 1,564 Wheat Bailey 917-4142 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78735 Austin Regents 3801 Travis Country 6br/5ba  $900,000 4,396 Nancy Warren 415-3383 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Travis Country West 5817 Sunset Ridge 4br/3ba  $424,999 3,539 Laura McMillan 903-5268 Avalar Austin

78735 Austin Village Park at Travis Country 4604 Eagle Feather Drive 3br/2ba  $434,800 3,127 David McCormick 794-6656 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2903 Chisholm 3br/2ba  $275,000 2,127 Charlotte Brigham 423-5707 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78734 Austin Apache Shores 3001 Buffalo Trail 4br/2ba  $224,900 1,900 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78734 Austin Apache Shores 14218 Running Deer 3br/2ba  $224,900 1,732 Linda Dittoe 947-6400 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78734 Austin Costa Bella 211 Bella Riva Drive 5br/5ba  $3,098,000 9,842 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Highland Club Village 4001 Highland 3br/3ba  $379,000 2,005 Scott Bullard 573-6426 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Lakewind Estates 4528 Lago Viento 4br/3ba  $750,000 4,407 Cord Shiflet 751-2673 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Travis Landing 5619 Arroyo Road 3br/2ba  $240,000 1,943 Kelly Thate 750-5777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

Market Data Lake Travis/Westlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/average days on market

78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

Less than $149,000 - 3/195 1/38 3/64 11/123 2/60 - -

$150,000–$199,999 - 34/16 2/38 - 19/187 5/32 1/64 9/95

$200,000–$299,999 13/57 21/158 20/120 7/41 65/82 9/117 21/38 3/37

$300,000–$499,999 14/41 3/381 22/113 6/157 55/112 36/68 29/95 8/117

$500,000–$599,999 4/21 16/112 19/66 5/60 37/179 9/119 54/122 11/78

$600,000–$699,999 2/53 9/112 18/64 5/128 26/124 3/128 32/89 15/72

$700,000–$799,999 3/51 17/97 23/95 13/75 31/160 15/84 27/99 27/84

$800,000–$999,999 1/58 13/142 13/105 9/32 15/173 5/79 16/156 24/66

$1 million + - 32/125 22/140 32/169 58/236 34/87 39/157 100/130

Month

Number sold/Median price

78726 78730 78732 78733

March 2010 3/$315,000 11/$461,000 33/$356,000 10/$478,000

March 2011 8/$315,325 13/$453,500 34/$387,500 10/$577,500

Month

Number sold/Median price

78734 78735 78738 78746

March 2010 27/$312,000 23/$310,000 31/$359,900 27/$555,000

March 2011 20/$247,500 18/$409,950 28/$445,500 28/$694,113

On the market  (March 1–31) Monthly home sales (March 1–31)

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

587 Rupen Drive  $237,900 

900 Santaluz Path  $681,900    

13105 Bright Sky Overlook $542,000     

7908 Bell Mountain Drive  $425,000     

809 Bermuda $699,000    

14604 Mansfield Dam Court   $339,000

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12562

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 04/13/11 and 04/28/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

78734 Austin Villas at Commanders Point 14604 Mansfield Dam Court 3br/2ba  $339,000  2,975 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real Estate

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 104 Firebird Cove 4br/2ba  $480,000  3,789 Gerald Thibodeaux 762-3401 Avalar Austin

78734 Lakeway Lakeway Schooner Cove Villas 112 Star 2br/2ba  $215,000  881 Ann Kimbriel 751-9341 Moreland Properties

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 802 Mariner 4br/4ba  $558,000  4,095 Cynthia Carlisle 913-5557 Coldwell Banker United 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 804 Sunfish 4br/5ba  $975,000  4,755 Cheri Graham 791-4176 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 809 Bermuda 4br/2ba  $699,000  2,109 Bertina Schreiber 796-5740 Moreland Properties

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 104 Galaxy 3br/2ba  $375,000  2,205 Laurel Prats 636-7579 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 906 Vanguard St. 3br/2ba  $219,900  1,972 Blaga Trankaroff 507-6937 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 112 Copperleaf Road 3br/3ba  $324,997  2,907 Kimberly Russell 698-2532 Coldwell Banker United 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 101 Picea Drive 4br/3ba  $449,900  3,282 Doug Land 940-6645 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 142 Acapulco Drive 3br/2ba  $278,830  1,859 Janette Friend-Harrington 844-3331 Coldwell Banker United 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 1 Water Front 5br/4ba  $850,000  4,947 Sandy Cary 589-1002 Capital City Sothebys Int'l 

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 125 Carefree Circle 3br/2ba  $450,000  2,571 Larry Bishop 426-1718 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lohmans Crossing Estates 323 Regatta 2br/2ba  $92,500  1,114 Larry Bishop 426-1718 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Woods Lake Travis 6001 Travis Woods 4br/4ba  $710,000  3,769 Melanie Damron 431-6151 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lohmans Crossing Estates 587 Rupen Drive 2br/2ba  $237,900  2,166 Jean Phillips 924-0175 Moreland Properties

78733 Austin Austin Lake Hills 9303 Winchester 4br/3ba  $390,000  2,661 Brian Fahey 970-8772 Coldwell Banker United

78733 Austin Barton Creek West 2110 Cliffs Edge 5br/3ba  $569,500  3,839 Susan Dudley 497-6332 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78733 Austin Barton Creek West 9304 Scenic Bluff 4br/2ba  $450,000  2,661 Jackie Good 431-3395 Moreland Properties

78733 Austin Bruton Springs 704 Commons Ford 4br/3ba  $849,900  3,720 Natalie Bain 657-5596 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78733 Austin Senna Hills 2109 Rivina 4br/4ba  $599,900  3,737 John Rosshirt 327-9310 Stanberry & Associates

78732 Austin Hughes Park Lake 12880 Park Drive 3br/3ba  $675,000  2,760 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin River Bend 13441 Shore Vista 5br/4ba  $1,395,000  4,359 Kelly Thate 750-5777 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin River Dance, Steiner Ranch 12524 Belcara Place 4br/3ba  $420,000  3,512 Shay Hargus Webb 775-1995 Austin Avenue Real Estate 

78732 Austin River Dance 900 Santaluz Path 4br/4ba  $681,900  4,597 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12604 Monterey Path 3br/2ba  $349,900  2,258 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12729 Oxen 3br/2ba  $269,000  2,156 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2232 Westfalian Trail 3br/2ba  $259,900  1,982 Richard Payton 484-4501 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2608 Shire Ridge 4br/3ba  $449,000  3,593 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12705 Lipizzan 4br/3ba  $465,000  3,384 Kay Roush 335-1891 Coldwell Banker United 

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2616 University Club 4br/4ba  $825,000  4,250 Derrick Jones 657-8225 Austin City Living

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 13105 Bright Sky Overlook 5br/4ba  $542,000  3,763 Jacqueline Holtzman 736-7653 Avalar Austin

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch, River Dance 12600 Calistoga Way 5br/4ba  $410,000  3,515 Tom Wilson 673-0388 Avalar Austin

78732 Austin The View at Steiner Ranch 4401 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 3br/2ba  $489,000  2,211 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin The View at Steiner Ranch 4401 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 4br/3ba  $579,000  2,925 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin The View at Steiner Ranch 4401 Steiner Ranch Blvd. 3br/2ba  $599,000  2,638 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Alicante Condo Townhomes 11203 RR 2222 2br/2ba  $136,000  1,251 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78730 Austin Clark 4311 City Park 2br/2ba  $695,000  1,501 Lucie Kolar 924-1792 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Long Canyon 7908 Bell Mountain Drive 3br/2ba  $425,000  2,387 Becky Griner 917-5712 Coldwell Banker United

78730 Austin Monte Vista Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 1br/1ba  $124,900  706 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Monte Vista Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 2br/1ba  $149,900  814 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Monte Vista Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 2br/2ba  $199,900  999 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Monte Vista Condominiums 6000 Shepherd Mountain Cove 1br/1ba  $109,900  608 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin Pearce Annex 3110 Pearce (Private Road) 5br/4ba  $750,000  3,539 Torre Shanks 346-9951 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78730 Austin River Place 4022 Love Bird 5br/5ba  $649,900  4,151 Michele Turnquist 431-1121 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78730 Austin River Place 5401 Merrywing 4br/2ba  $369,900  2,565 Arthur Jistel 771-1404 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 5221 China Garden Drive 3br/2ba  $329,000  2,771 Kathleen Bucher 784-7169 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 10320 James Ryan Way 4br/3ba  $625,000  3,643 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 3701 Humble Cove 5br/3ba  $495,000  4,136 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency
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NewHomes and Communities

Taylor Morrison, Steiner Ranch – A Winning Combination

T aylor Morrison brings 
luxury living to the majestic 

beauty of Steiner Ranch with its 
six breath-taking communities.
Emerald Ridge, Fairways, Laurel 
Canyon, Mediterra, Palisades 
and Shadestone Villas range in 
price from the $260s to over 
$500,000 and offer beautiful hill 

country views.
 “We take great care in designing 

and planning out features, ameni-
ties and landscapes to make our 
properties stand out,” explains Jeff 
Hudson, vice president of Sales 
and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the exist-
ing views and design our land 

plan around it.”
Taylor Morrison offers unique 

and vibrant floor plans for buyers 
in every stage of life, from first-
time buyers to empty-nesters. 

Their newest community, Fair-
ways at Steiner Ranch, is located 
on The University of Texas Golf 
Course and features home sites 

along the third, fourth, fifth and 
sixth and holes of the award-
winning course. Homes at the 
Fairways start at $260 and range 
in size from 1,841 to 2,745 sq. ft. 
Floor plans feature three to four 
bedrooms and two- to three-car 
garages.

One of Steiner Ranch’s most 

attractive features is access 
to outstanding Leander ISD 
schools. Residents also can 
enjoy manicured hike and bike 
trails and access to the Bella 
Mar community center, which 
features a pool, playscape, 
soccer fields, baseball dia-
mond, picnic area and tennis 
courts. And of course, nearby 
Lake Austin provides hours of 
recreational fun.

With dedicated green space 
surrounding much of the 
development, and plentiful 
views of the scenic rolling ter-
rain available from many home 
sites, Steiner Ranch delivers 
the very best of laid back, yet 
luxurious Austin living. 

And now, Taylor Morrison is 
giving everyone the chance to 
win the home of their dreams. 
Enter the Dream Home Give-
away contest between by June 
30, 2011, and you could win a 

single-family home in any of Tay-
lor Morrison’s communities in the 
U.S. Tell a friend and you could 
win other prizes. Already buying 
a Taylor Morrison home? Enter 
the contest and win $5,000 in 
designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Mor-
rison, and to enter their Dream 
Home Giveaway, visit taylormor-
rison.com.

One of Taylor Morrison’s more popular floor plans – the Sorrento – is available at Steiner Ranch.

INSIDE

Highland Homes showcases a quiet 
alternative in the bustling suburbs.

Page 42

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000
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NewHomes and Communities
Highland Homes Opens in Rocky Creek

H ighland Homes is now open 
in one of Austin’s most highly-

anticipated communities – Rocky Creek. 
Nestled in an expansive setting of rolling 
hills, spectacular views and more than 
300 acres of natural habitat, Rocky 
Creek will be home to a fortunate 400 
homeowners

Highland Homes offers competitive 
pricing for new construction in southwest 
Austin. Floor plans start in the $330s and 
range in size from 2,697 sq. ft. to 3,744 
sq. ft. Home sites are located on heavily 
wooded 70-, 80- and 110-foot lots.

Bordered by the Shields Ranch Con

servancy, Rocky Creek is surrounded 
by the peace and tranquility of the Texas 
Hill Country. Homeowners will relish the 
beautiful views and privacy afforded by 
this community.

Rocky Creek is a lifestyle community 
and has everything residents need, in-
cluding miles of hike and bike trails and a 
planned amenities center, which will fea-
ture a swimming pool and play areas for 
the kids. Additionally, the neighborhood 
is close to schools and only 10 minutes 
from the Hill Country Galleria.

To learn more, visit highlandhomes.com 
or call 303-0112 for more information.

Come visit Rocky Creek’s new model home, Plan 626, with 3,795 sq. ft. and five beds and four-and-a-half baths.

Beautiful Homes Inside & Out

Beautiful Homes from the $150’s- $600’s
There has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home 

in Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to starter 
homes in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes 
offers home buyers more options, a higher standard of quality 

and design features like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area 
communities through 5/31/2011. Prices and information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.
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1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	$350’s	•	512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900



40 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition

Fire Academy:
June 11th Night Academy
June 20th Day Academy

Live � re training held at P� ugerville FD Training Grounds

EMTSacademy.com
Training the greater Austin area Public Service Community since 2000.

All certi� cate courses are approved by the Texas Department of State Health 
Services and � e Texas Commission on Fire Protection

Campus:

y:y:

Paramedic Academy:
June 18th 

Rotating Day Shi�  Academy
Every third day, no Sundays

EMT-Basic Courses:
May 21st Night Class

June 6th Day Class

Just for Fun has the largest fleet of boats on the lake, and the best 
location…just across from Devil’s Cove. Make your next party the best 
ever on a party boat from Just for Fun. No boat payments. No gas 
payments. Just the Fun!

www.JustForFun.net
Emerald Point Marina
Lake Travis

Waverunners • Ski Boats • Party Barges • Pontoon Boats • Houseboats

$100 OFF 
3 0 M I N UTE

ORGANIC TEETH WHITENING
Normal Price is $189.00


