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Local representative calls for propane 
regulation to allow competition

Eanes ISD cuts 50 positions outside the classroom
Lake Travis ISD committee 
chooses bond projects

By Taylor Short
School districts across Texas 

are slashing millions of dol-
lars from budgets as the state 
Legislature determines how 
much less state support public 
schools will receive in the next 
two years.

Currently, the figure is  
$9.8 billion over the next bien-
nium. At the local level, Lake 
Travis ISD and Eanes ISD are 
each cutting their budgets by  
$5 million to $6 million for the 
2011–12 school year.

Reductions include supplies, 
programs and benefits. While 
many positions have been con-
solidated or eliminated, so far 
teachers have been spared.

By Taylor Short
Following last year’s failed 

bond election, Eanes ISD 
officials are asking the com-
munity to approve a slimmer  
$54 million proposal.

EISD’s $150 million, three-
part bond package, which con-
sisted of critical maintenance 
items, a new elementary school, 
a swim center and a student fit-
ness and activity facility, among 
other items, was shot down by 
about 60 percent of the voters in 
November.

On March 7, EISD approved 
a scaled-down version of 
the items, cutting about  
$96 million worth of projects 
that did not meet the N.I.C.E. 
criteria—standing for neces-
sary, immediate, crucial and 
efficient.

The package, if approved, 
would increase the school’s tax 
rate by 1 cent to $1.2125 per 
$100 taxable property value, 
which equates to an additional  
$50 each year for a $500,000 
home.

With a slumping economy 
and pressure to cut costs from 
the state government, EISD offi-
cials have confidence the pack-
age will pass May 14.

“We had a 7-0 [school board] 
vote and that was, I think, indic-
ative of a lot of work that the 
board did to bring that overall 
cost down to $54 million instead 

Eanes ISD cuts 
cost of bond 
election for 
‘critical needs’

See Elections | 24See Propane | 23

See Cuts | 21

Lake Travis ISD makes cuts
Lake Travis ISD, a district with 

eight schools and more than 
7,000 students, is expected to 
receive $5.4 million less from the 
state in the following two years. 
Before the news arrived, how-
ever, the district planned to cut 
$2.8 million.

“Even before these state budget 
cuts, there were some deficiencies 
in the state system that we knew 
we were going to run into,” said 
Johnny Hill, assistant superinten-
dent for business, financial and 
auxiliary services for LTISD. “So, 
we were already doing long-term 
initiatives and simply trying to 
cut things out of our budget that 
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State Rep. Paul Workman holds a town hall meeting 
March 7 in Lakeway for constituents to address concerns 
on propane regulation.

Districts bracing 
for education cuts

Many residents in west Travis County are reliant on ‘monopoly’ of providers
By Tiffany Young

When Chris Salles moved into his home 
in Senna Hills in 2000, he was given a choice 
between electricity and gas for heating his home. 
He was told if he chose gas it would be pro-
pane—a byproduct of natural gas. But, he was 
told, he would eventually be switched to natural 
gas, a less expensive source. Eleven years later—
with propane providers changing hands several 
times—Salles and his neighbors are still waiting 
for another viable option to propane. 

In winter 2009, Salles calculated that with 
much lower-than-average temperatures, his 
bills should have increased about 37 percent, 
but actually, he said they went up 100 percent in 

his neighborhood, versus the average national 
increase of 9 percent. 

“I looked into it and found out there is no reg-
ulation on these propane companies. There’s a 
monopoly in these neighborhoods, and they can 
charge whatever they want,” Salles said. “They 
own the system, they own the lines. There’s no 
option to switch providers.”

While Salles has considered converting his 
home entirely to electricity, it would be a costly 
move, and others in similar positions would not 
be able to switch because of the systems already 
in place in their homes. 

Senna Hills, Lake Point, Spanish Oaks, 

State cuts may erase school positions

Lake Travis ISD
2011–12 Budget before cuts:

$81 million

Total proposed cuts: 

$5.4 million, 6.66 percent

Proposed cost-saving actions:

•	 Absorb new positions in 

2011–12

•	 Eliminate positions through 

attrition

•	 Reduce programs and 

benefits

Eanes ISD
2011–12 Budget before cuts: 

$66.4 million

Total proposed cuts: 

$6.3 million, 9.48 percent

Proposed cost-saving actions:

•	 Eliminate 50 non-teacher 

positions*

•	 Eliminate 48 teacher 

positions through staffing 

ratio change

•	 Reduce overtime, stipends, 

supplemental pay

House Bill 1273

Proposed by Paul Workman, 
R-Austin, this bill would 
make propane a regulated 
industry under the Railroad 
Commission of Texas, just as 
natural gas is. While propane 
is regulated for safety, it is 
unregulated in rates and fees.  

House Bill 2885

Also proposed by Workman, 
this bill would allow property 
owners to install a propane 
tank on their property. This 
would give the homeowner 
an option if they did not agree 
with the rates or service of 
their propane company. 

Sources: Eanes ISD and Lake Travis ISD

*Some of the 50 positions may reflect an employee moving from a full-time to a part-time position.



2 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition

Each year, Thomson Reuters—one of the world’s largest and most respected independent research 
organizations—uses objective research and independent public data to analyze performance at 
hospitals across the country based on measures of excellence in:

Quality Patient Care

Patient Satisfaction

Operational Efficiency

Overall Organizational Performance 

Through its recognition as a Thomson Reuters 100 Top Hospitals®, St. David’s Medical Center has 
demonstrated that it is among the very best places in the country for patients to receive exceptional 
care and service.

For the second consecutive year, we’re honored. Grateful. But even more, pleased with what this 
means for every patient we serve.

STDAVIDS.COM/TOP100

Outstanding performance is  
something worth repeating.

So we did.

www.stdavids.com/connect

St. David’s Medical Center has been named one of the top 100 hospitals 
in the nation for two years in a row. In fact, it has been named one 
of the 20 best large community hospitals in the country, and the only 

hospital in Central Texas to receive this prestigious honor in 2011.
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402-0060 • TwinLiquors.com

I imagine I'm like most in that spring is my favorite season. 
Everything is changing and growing. The days are longer. And it's 
finally warm enough to enjoy a cold glass of wine. Just thinking 
about it I can taste the vivacious crispness of a Sauvignon Blanc, 
the almond & peach notes of Albariño, and the bright and flowery 
fragrance of a Pinot Grigio. 

These are not overly complex or ageable wines, but like the 
season itself they are to be enjoyed in their sprightly youth. 

Ideally with friends, on the patio, with the sun warming the skin 
and the wine cooling the senses.

With spring finally here Twin Liquors has brought in dozens of 
new and delicious wine to enjoy this season. So come on by and 
take advantage of our Spring Wine Sale. With over 4,000 wines to 
choose from, I know we have something right for you.

Cheers! ~ Kevin Stein,
Marketplace Manager & Wine Authority

with a ~Warmer Weather & Cooler Wines

Next to Dick’s at Bee Cave & 71

hancock centerhancock centerhancock centerHill Country Galleria
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I recently had a conver-
sation with a friend about 
vacations, and we both 
determined we are water 
people. Some people gravi-
tate toward mountains, 

some toward theme parks and others, 
sight-seeing. Not me. Just give me water. 

An ocean is good, a float in a beautiful 
blue pool is better—but my favorite thing 
is time on the lake in a boat, complete 
with a big bag of chips and a beer. 

So, I guess it’s no coincidence that I’d 
live near our area lakes—five minutes 
from Lake Austin and 15 minutes from 
Lake Travis.

Our area lakes, and particularly Lake 
Travis, are a resource that sustains many 
of us in different ways. Lake Travis is a 
recreational site for the locals, a tourist 
attraction for out-of-towners and a water 
source for our cities. 

But Lake Travis’ impact on our local 
economy has never been quantified until 
now. A steering committee composed of 
area stakeholders such as 3M, Samsung, 
the lake’s adjacent municipalities, Travis 
County and the chambers of commerce 
have come together to raise funds to com-
mission an economic impact study. 

The study plans to show how lake levels 
and water quality could affect area busi-
nesses, and provide a much needed tool 
for area communities to use in policy 
making. See Page 19 for a more in-depth 
look at the scope of the study and when 
the committee expect to get the results.

Until then, see you on the lake!

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

January employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.3%
Up from 6.8% in December

State unemployment—8.5%
Up from 8.3% in December

National unemployment—9.0%*
Down from 9.4% in December

In the Austin area, no industries added jobs. Trade, 
transportation and utilities lost 4,000 jobs; leisure and 
hospitality lost 1,400 jobs; government lost 1,400 jobs; 
and education and health services lost 1,200 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/ltw.

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_ltw

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-ltw

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief in Japan. We would encourage 
our readers to help, too. It is times like this when we realize 
that the world has become a global community, and we can 
all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts to help those 
affected by the earthquake in Japan and tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org

Lakeway 
Regional 
Medical 
Center

Lake 
Travis 
High 
School

Medical Pkwy.

620

On Page 1, a plot 
of land was misla-
beled as Lakeway 
Regional Medical 
Center, which is 
not a part of the 
hospital project.

The blue high-
lighted portion of 
the map, between 
the Lakeway 
Regional Medical 
Center and Lake 
Travis High School, 
was the 12.69-
acre plot that was 
mislabeled as a 
part of the hospital.

Correction  – Volume 2, Issue 1
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9   Montreal-based teen girls clothing 
retailer Garage plans to open its first Texas 
store at the Barton Creek Square Mall, 
2901 S. Capital of Texas Hwy. in Austin, 
near the upper-level food court, this 
summer. www.shopgarageonline.com

10   Emler Swim School is opening a 
new 5,000-square-foot location at 3267 
Bee Caves Road, Ste. 145, in the West 
Woods center in Lakeway in late April. 
The school teaches water safety and 
swimming lessons to children aged  
2 months to adults in clean, heated indoor 
pools year-round. 342-7946,  
www.iswimemler.com

11    BeneFIT Bikram Yoga, which offers 
90-minute yoga classes in 105-degree 
temperatures and 50 percent humidity, 
plans for a May 1 opening at 1607 RR 620, 
Ste. 500 in Lakeway. 761-7179,  
www.benefitby.com

12  Randalls, the first tenant of the 
Quinlan Crossing shopping center at 5145 
RR 620 in the Steiner Ranch area, broke 
ground March 30. The 60,000-square-
foot store will have a bakery, organic and 
conventional produce, expanded beer 
and wine offerings, a pharmacy and a 
Starbucks. www.randalls.com

Relocations

13   B2B Copies LLC relocated to the 
Lakeway Plaza, 1310 RR 620, Ste. 5-A, 
from Lohman’s Crossing on March 14, 
giving the company increased traffic 
exposure and proximity to customers. 
The company offers large format and 
commercial printing services. 402-9775, 
www.b2bcopies.com

14   My Texas Smile, which provides teeth 
whitening, relocated to the Liberty Center 
at 107 RR 620, Ste. 115, as of April 1. The 
new location will allow the business to 
expand. 814-5306, www.mytexassmile.com

School Notes

Eanes ISD officials unveiled new 
advertisements on the sides and tops of 
school buses March 10. Five businesses—
Chick-fil-A, Bee Caves Dermatology, 
Lake Hills Montessori School, Radiant 
Plumbing and Austin Surgical Hospital—
bought ads that were placed on the rear 
side panels of five buses. Superintendent 
Nola Wellman said the district estimates 
the plan could bring in $60,000 in the 
first year, or approximately one teaching 
position. www.eanes.k12.tx.us

New Ownership

15   Daniel Porter, the original developer 
of the Spanish Oaks neighborhood 

Now Open

1   Frozy’s Shaved Ice opened  
March 1 at 3205 RR 620 in Lakeway and 
will open daily at 11 a.m. through Dec. 1. 
The company carries 35 flavors, 29 made 
of pure cane sugar, four sugar-free and 
two dye-free with sweet cream to top it off. 
Customers can find daily specials on the 
Frozy’s Shaved Ice Facebook page.  
970-5273, www.frozysshavedice.com, 
Twitter: @frozysshavedice

2   Stogies, a locally owned and operated 
roll-your-own cigarette shop, opened 
March 5 at 11416 RR 620, Ste. E in Austin. 
Customers can roll their own chemical- 
and additive-free cigarettes using one of 10 
machines. Machines are available for rent. 
336-2447, www.stogiestexas.com

AdvantaClean, a company specializing 
in air duct cleaning, mold removal and 
emergency water damage and disaster 
restoration services, is now serving South 
Austin and the West Lake Hills area with 
its first Texas location in Lago Vista.  
877-800-2382, www.advantaclean.com

3   ATX MMA, a mixed martial arts gym, 
will begin classes in April at 12403 Hwy. 
71 in Bee Cave. Led by head instructor 
Ronny Lis, a second-degree black belt in 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu, classes include MMA 
and Brazilian jiu-jitsu classes for adults 
and children, as well as CrossFit, personal 
training and yoga. http://mmaatx.com, 
ATXmma@gmail.com

4   The Lake Travis Eye and Laser Center 
recently opened at 401 RR 620, Ste. 210 in 
Lakeway. In addition to general eye exams, 
Dr. Kyle Rhodes and his staff provide Lasik 
surgery and treat patients with glaucoma 
and cataracts. 263-9000,  
www.laketraviseyecenter.com

5   Optometrist Casey Packer recently 
opened Lone Star Eye at 2700 Barton 
Creek Blvd., Ste. 110 in Austin. The 
business offers eye exams, ocular disease 
treatment and more than 300 prescription 
frames and sunglasses. 328-7300,  
www.lonestareyecenter.com

6  Homes are now available in the new 
neighborhood The Canyons at Lake 
Travis, located along Cloudy Ridge Road 
just west of Mansfield Dam. Developers 
Partners in Building L.P. have 57 homes 
on 1-acre-plus wooded homesites 
available starting in the $500,000s.  
266-8557, www.partnersinbuilding.com

7  Corrin Gani, certified public 
accountant, opened an office at 205 S. 
Commons Ford Road, Ste. 4 in Lakeway, 
March 29. The firm provides general 
accounting, tax and financial consulting 
services. 507-2402,  
www.corringanicpa.com

Coming Soon

8   A new store to the Barton Creek 
Square Mall at 2901 S. Capital of Texas 
Hwy. in Austin, Cotton On is a clothing 
store of Australian origins offering 
fashion at affordable prices. The store 
plans a summer opening near the upper-
level food court. www.cottonon.com
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Owner and Chef Reina Morris stands in the ex-
panded area of Buenos Aires Café, which includes 
Argentinian murals. 

Randall’s executives and community leaders break 
ground at the new Randall’s in Steiner Ranch.

Tara Brawley, co-owner of Frozy’s Shaved Ice, pours one of 35 colorful flavored syrups over shaved ice 
inside the new location near Blanchard’s Upholstery.

News or questions about Lake Travis/Westlake? 
E-mail ltwnews@impactnews.com.

near Bee Cave, reclaimed 900 acres of 
the residential area March 10 with an 
$18 million loan from Stratford Land, 
a Dallas-based land investment fund. 
Comerica Bank foreclosed on the 
property Sept. 7. More than 130 homes 
are built with 14 under construction, all 
ranging from $600,000 to $4 million in 
price. www.spanishoaksaustin.com

Expansions

16   A new section at the Hill Country 
Galleria location of Buenos Aires Café, 
13500 Galleria Circle, Ste. U-120, was 
completed in March. Additions include a 
new kitchen, extra seating and murals of 
Argentinian locations. 441-9000,  
www.buenosairescafe.com

17   The owners of The Finish Line Car 
Wash at 2900 Bee Caves Road, Keith and 
Sandi Cunningham, opened the Charity 
Refreshment Center in the business  
March 8. The 13-foot bar offers free 
coffee, hot chocolate, soft drinks, 
popcorn and ice cream. Patrons can 
make contributions with 100 percent of 
the proceeds going to the charity of the 
month. 328-9274,  
www.finishlinewash.com

 
 
 

In the News

18   The Backyard at Bee Cave will begin 
the spring season with Austin regular 
Willie Nelson for his birthday show on 
April 30. The location at 13472 Bee Cave 
Parkway offers more space than the old 
location at 13101 W. Hwy. 71. 651-5033, 
www.thebackyard.net

19   The City of Austin approved a 
rebate to Leander Independent School 
District for the installation of energy-
efficient equipment at Vandegrift High 
School, 9500 McNeil Drive in Austin. 
This equipment, including high-efficiency 
lighting and a chiller, among other 
components, will avoid use of 662,828 
kWh per year. In addition to reducing air 
pollution, the project’s savings is equivalent 
to the removal of about 80 cars from the 
Austin roadways. www.leanderisd.org

Lake Travis Fire Rescue purchased a 
28-foot demo boat in March to replace a 
wornout boat and to address marina and 
waterfront incidents. Delivery of the boat 
and training will occur this spring to 
prepare for the summer. www.ltfr.org
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Tell her on 
Mother’s Day

Visit our store to
finD the perfect gift.

512.263.8441
900 r.r. 620 south @ Lakeway Blvd.
suite a102 
austin, tX 78734

visit us online at 

w w w . n i t r o s w i m . c o m

1st location
cedar Park/round rock

n austin 
2nd location coming soon
Bee cave – on Hwy 71 – 

convenient from all areas!

we teacH swimming!
others “do” lessons…

…and more

Fastest swim team in texas! 

2010 texas swimming champs!

#1 
lessons Program anywhere

15506 D Hwy 71 n Bee cave. 
(only 3 miles west of the Galleria)

opening spring 2011 
nitro swimming in Bee cave!



impactnews.com • April 2011 | NEWS | 7

CALENDAR

single, $45 per family • Barton Springs Pool 
and Zilker Park, 2201 Barton Springs Road, 
Austin • http://friendsofbartonspringspool.org

May
1 Spicewood Library’s BBQ & auction
This annual fundraiser will include catering by 
Spicewood’s Opie’s BBQ and a live auction to 
benefit the Spicewood Community Library.  
Lakeside Pavilion, Buena Vista Drive, Marble 
Falls • Noon–3 p.m., catering 12:30–2 p.m., live 
auction 2 p.m. • www.spicewoodlibrary.org

6 ECT Community Stewardship Awards
Businesses, government, education, 
environmental and civic leaders will celebrate 
Central Texas successes. 11:30 a.m.–1:30 
p.m. • Individual tickets $75, sponsor tables 
$800–$5,000 • Hilton, 500 E. Fourth St., Austin 
www.envisioncentraltexas.org

21 Hazardous Waste Collection
WCID 17, Hurst Creek Municipal Utility District 
and the City of Lakeway will collect household 
hazardous waste. • 8 a.m.–noon • Free 
Hudson Bend Middle School, 15600 Lariat 
Trail, Lakeway • 314-7514

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Lake Travis/Westlake events at  
www.impactnews.com/ltw/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Lake Travis/Westlake events included in the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second Friday 
of the month.

April 16–17
The Multiple Sclerosis Society is hosting its annual bicycle ride from Houston to Austin. The 
ride begins at Tully Stadium and ends in downtown Austin near the capital with tents, vendors 
and festivities. Volunteers are also needed to help out. The event, in its 27th year, attracts riders 
from all over the country to ride in the charity event that raises money for the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. • Registration fee $100; rider pledge minimum of $400 • Houston to Austin  
www.ms150.org
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Participants cross the finish line to cheering crowds at the 2010 BP MS event in downtown Austin. 

BP MS 15017 All Chocolate Affair 
Support Broadcast Your Love by sampling 
chocolate dishes. Proceeds benefit the 
nonprofit begun in honor of local broadcast 
journalist Thea Williams-Douglas to teach and 
mentor youth in disadvantaged communities 
through the Feeling Write journaling program. 
The event will showcase food by Chef Rob 
McDonald and Travis High School Institute 
of Hospitality and Culinary Arts students with 
Chef Michael Mansfield. • 5–7 p.m. • $35  
Umlauf Sculpture Garden, 605 Robert E. Lee 
Road • www.broadcastyourlove.org  
marcia@broadcastyourlove.org

19 Cut-A-Thon 
Spruce Salon, along with AVEDA Barton Creek 
Experience Center, will be hosting a Cut-
A-Thon with all proceeds going to the Gulf 
Restoration Network, a coalition of nonprofit 
organizations dedicated to protecting and 
revitalizing the Gulf of Mexico. • Haircuts  
$50 cash or check • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Spruce 
Salon, 12101 Bee Caves Road, West Lake 
Hills • www.healthygulf.org • 732-2266

April 19–May 14 ‘The Colours  
of Silence’ exhibit
Lélia Pissarro will showcase her artwork 
through this exhibit. An artist’s reception will 
take place April 29 from 6–9 p.m. The event 
is open to the public and RSVP is requested. 
Signed art will be available for acquisition. A 
portion of the proceeds from the exhibit will be 
donated to the Seton Breast Cancer Center, in 
Susan Lubin’s name. • Gallery hours Tue.–Sat. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Russell Collection Fine Art 
Gallery, 1137 W. Sixth St., Austin • 478-4440  
info@russell-collection.com  
www.russell-collection.com 

23 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
Austin-area backyards with chickens and 
coops will be shared with the public. Visitors 
can see how scavenged materials can be 
transformed into a low-cost coop or how a 
fashionable coop can enhance a landscape. 
Self-guided tours will include coops across 
the Austin area. Hosts will be on hand to share 
their experiences. • 10 a.m.–4 p.m  
Free • Locations across Austin  
http://fccooptour.blogspot.com

Rollingwood’s annual Eggstravaganza 
Join the Rollingwood Neighborhood 
Associaton for its annual family-friendly Easter 
celebration. • 9 a.m. • Rollingwood Park,  
403 Nixon Drive, Rollingwood • 306-9026

25 9th Annual Spring Golf Classic
Westlake Chamber of Commerce is hosting 
its annual golf tournament. Fees include green 
fee with carts and range balls; lunch and 
beverages; prizes for winning teams, longest 
drive, closest to the pin and hole-in-one. Four-
person scramble 11:30 a.m.; shotgun start  
1 p.m. • Individual $95, four-person team 
$380, sponsorships available for $175 
Falconhead Golf Club, 15201 Falconhead 
Blvd., Austin • 347-8866  
www.westlakechamber.com

25 Women’s Club of Greater Lakeway 
Erin M. Thrash, 
board certified in 
estate planning 
and probate law 
by the Texas 
Board of Legal 
Specialization and 
the principal of 
Thrash Law Firm 
in Austin, speaks 
about family wealth 
preservation. 
Coffee at 9:30 a.m., 

meeting 10 a.m. • Free Rio Grande Ballroom, 
Lakeway Resort and Spa, 101 Lakeway Drive, 
Lakeway • RSVP •  608-0972, 590-0951

28 ‘A Toast to Awareness’
In support of April as Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, this event will benefit Angelheart’s 
Children’s Shelter. There will be a selection of 
wines and appetizers from Africa for sampling. 
6:30–8:30 p.m. • $45 per person, $80 per 
couple • The home of Floyd and Kim WIlson,  
4404 Morador Drive, Austin • 310-1402 
www.angelheartshelter.org

28–30 ‘The Roaring Twenties’
The Sing Along’s annual spring dinner and 
show will feature the performance “The 
Roaring Twenties.” Producer/director Ernie 
Clay chose songs for the show to represent 
the trends that marked the time period. • 6:30 
p.m. • $25 Lakeway Activity Center, 105 Cross 
Creek, Lakeway • 261-3313    

30 Barton Springs Pool Treeathlon
Presented by Friends of Barton Springs 
Pool in cooperation with Austin Parks 
Foundation,the Treeathlon will be a family-
oriented event to raise funds for Barton 
Springs Pool. The event includes a swim 
across Barton Springs Pool, a bike around 
Zilker Park and a run around the polo fields. 
10 a.m. • Before April 15 • $25 single, $40 per 
family, up to four members; after April 15 $30 

April
9–10 2011 DOG Rally and Demo Tour
Scuba divers can test dive dry suits as well 
as meet the Dive News Network team. A 
barbecue lunch will be held daily 11 a.m.– 
2 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
$10, plus $15 admission into the park • Windy 
Point, Comanche Trail Drive, Austin   
www.dui-online.com/dog_main.html

14 The Sunrise Series 

A small-business education series, presented 
by Jim Cathcart, CEO of Cathcart Institute 
Inc., will host five programs throughout 2011, 
each with a speaker alongside breakfast.  
Early registration for members $30, 
nonmembers $60 7–9 a.m. • Omni Austin 
Hotel Downtown, Austin Centre, 700 San 
Jacinto Blvd., Austin  
http://austintxcoc.weblinkconnect.com/
events/eventdetail.aspx?EventID=503

15 Life is Good in the Wood 5K  
This Rollingwood Women’s Club event will 
benefit Rollingwood’s parks and recreation 
areas. Race-day activites include food and 
music before and after the event as well as 
a raffle. Vendors include Hat Creek Burgers 
and Pizza Nizza. • 5:30 p.m. • Youth $12, adult 
$25, family $65 • Rollingwood Park entrance,  
403 Nixon Drive, Rollingwood  
www.lifeisgoodinthewood5k.com

16 Austin Ballroom Festival
This event includes dance lessons, workshops 
and a show featuring special guests World 
10 Dance Ballroom Champions Gherman 
Mustuc and Iveta Lukosiute. It is funded in 
part by the City of Austin through its Cultural 
Arts Division. • Workshops $35, $60 for both; 
both workshops and a table seat $95; Both 
workshops and open seating $80  
International ballroom workshops 1–3 p.m., 
Hills Health Club, 4615 Bee Caves Road, West 
Lake Hills • Table seating $45 per person; open 
seating $30 per person • Dance lessons by 
Stewart Yaros 6:30–7 p.m., open dance with 
live orchestra 7–8 p.m., 9–10 p.m., ballroom 
performances and finale 8–9 p.m. • Westlake 
Hills, Presbyterian Church, 7127 Bee Caves 
Road, West Lake Hills • www.dancein.org

16 Rare & Fine Wine Auction  
The Wine & Food Foundation of Texas hosts 
this event for wine connoisseurs to bid on fine 
wines. • Registration and cocktail reception  
6 p.m., fine wine and heavy hors d’eouvres 
6:30 p.m., bidding begins 7:30 p.m.  
$250/person; $2,500/table for 12 • Four 
Seasons Hotel, 98 San Jacinto Blvd., Austin  
327-7555 • lira@winefoodfoundation.org

Online Calendar
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Advanced Surgical Navigation — It’s Like GPS for Your Surgeon.

Precise. Accurate. Amazing.

At NeuroTexas Institute at St David’s HealthCare, our surgical navigation system offers 

our surgeons a multidimensional view of the operative fi eld, allowing safe and precise 

navigation in and around the brain and spine. This technology is a vital component of 

accurate, state of the art, minimally-invasive surgery. The result: greater accuracy, less 

complications and faster recovery.

© 2010 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

512.544.9000     ·     neurotexasinstitute.com
www.stdavids.com/connect    |    888.868.2104    |    512.478.3627
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Spicew
ood Springs Rd.

E. coli in Bull Creek District Park

City monitoring sites

Off-leash area

Lower Bull Creek  
District Park

Over time, the levels of E. coli at Bull Creek District Park have been linked to fecal 
contamination from dogs in the park, said Watershed Protection Department engineer 
Chris Herrington, which is why the department and the Austin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services Department have recommended the park keep the leash rule.

Leash requirement stands at Bull Creek dog park
PARKS AND RECREATION

By Beth Wade
City of Austin Parks and 

Recreation Department Direc-
tor Sara Hensley will keep Bull 
Creek District Park’s dog park 
an on-leash facility after a joint 
recommendation from the city’s 
Watershed Protection and Aus-
tin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services departments 
was issued. 

“[Hensley’s] No. 1 concern is 
safety for those using the park,” 
PARD spokesman Victor Ovalle 
said. “There is a concern for 
people in the water if there are 
high levels of E. coli.”

A sewage spill occurred in 
August 2007 in a tributary of Bull 
Creek upstream of the dog park. 
Following the spill, complaints 
were made of children with 
gastrointestinal illnesses, and an 
investigation linked the occur-
rences to swimming at the park.

The park was closed in Decem-
ber 2009 for continued water 
quality testing and improve-
ments, including soil importa-
tion, revegetation and irrigation. 
The park reopened in June 2010 
as an on-leash dog park to allow 

the city to continue to test the lev-
els of E. coli. In September 2010, 
tropical storm Hermine flooded 
the area, which helped lower 
bacteria levels, said Watershed 
Protection Department engineer 
Chris Herrington.

“Basically, what we concluded 
was that the fecal contamination 
originates within the park and 
is most likely correlated with 
park use,” Herrington said. “By 
process of elimination, keeping 
the fecal contamination from 
the dogs as limited as accept-
able to the public and to PARD 
is our strategy. That’s why we are 
saying rather than prohibit dogs 
from the park all together at this 
time, we are saying on-leash only 
because we think that is sufficient 
to keep the bacteria levels down 
in the creek.”

While some residents were 
unhappy with the recommenda-
tions for BCDP, Herrington said 
most who attended a public meet-
ing on the issue were understand-
ing of the human health concern. 
He said there is a public desire for 
more dog parks and for the city to 
find a replacement off-leash park 

in Northwest Austin. PARD is 
looking for space near BCDP. 

While the park is likely to 
remain on-leash, Herrington said 
it is the responsibility of park users 
to help scoop the poop.

“The problem with it going back 
to off-leash would be risking at 
some point in the future the prob-
lem to get out of control again,” 
he said. “We definitely still need 
help in all of our parks with folks 
to scoop the poop. It’s a citywide 
issue, and it’s not something we 
can just regulate by pure police 
enforcement alone. It’s something 
we always encourage folks to help 
us out with.”

Turkey Creek at Emma Long
1600 City Park Road
Amenities: Not fenced, water access

Trail at Lady Bird Lake
920 W. Riverside Drive
Amenities: Not fenced, water access

Red Bud Isle
3401 Redbud Trail
Amenities: Not fenced, water access

Zilker Metropolitan Park
2100 Barton Springs Road
Amenities: Not fenced

Nearby off-leash dog parks
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Located in THE VILLAGE AT WEST LAKE • 701 Capital of Texas Hwy D-480 (360 & Bee Caves Rd by HEB)

In a rush? 
Give us a call for curb-side pick-up, gift-wrapped and ready to go!

347-TOYS (8697) • Extended hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Escarpment MoPac

Davis Ln.

W. Slaughter Ln.

Unique Award-Winning Playthings for
Newborns through Teens 

(and even a few for the Grown-Ups!)

Come in and Find Out about 
our ART PROGRAM!!!

The Easter Bunny HOPPED in a 
Time or Two and Found Delightful 

Easter Items for You!

Escarpment

Daa

eady to go!
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May 7, 2011 
10 a.m. to 11 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC 
BEGINNING AT 5 P.M.

Variety of 
food vendors

BUSINESS EXPO  
W/ LOCAL VENDORS

BBQ Cookoff 
with awards for 
best brisket, ribs 
& other categories

KIDS’ ACTIVITY AREA 
WITH INFLATABLES, 
CLIMBING WALL AND MORE!

event brought to you by:

AND THE
SAM RIGGS BAND 
9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

THE TEXAS 
TALLBOYS 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

$5 ADMISSION, KIDS 3 AND UNDER FREE

WRISTBANDS PRE-SOLD AT YMCA AND CHAMBER

ADDITIONAL COST FOR KIDS’ ACTIVITIES

FREE PARKING AT YMCA, FREE SHUTTLE FROM 

11200 LAKELINE BLVD., CEDAR  PARK FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 260-7800 OR VISIT CEDARPARKCHAMBER.ORG

Twin Lakes YMCA
204 E. Little Elm Trail 
Cedar Park

Mark J. Pirwitz, MD, 

Director of Cardiovascular Research and 

Chief Executive Officer of Seton Heart Institute

SetonHeart.com

LEADERS AT HEART

“I joined the Seton Heart Institute because I want to be on the leading edge of advanced cardiovascular care. Our 
specialists include members of the cardiology team at Seton Medical Center Austin, ranked No.1 in Texas for Coronary 
Interventional Procedures and Best in Region* for Cardiology Services in 2011 by HealthGrades. And through the 
Seton Family of Hospitals, our team is partnering with leading academic institutions to conduct innovative research and 
provide expert care to all in Central Texas. The future of heart care is bright at Seton.”  

To schedule an appointment, please call (512) 324-3440.

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T

*Region is Austin-Round Rock, TX, as defined by the federal government’s office 
of Management and Budget to include Williamson, Travis, Hays, Caldwell and 
Bastrop Counties. For more on Seton Austin’s rankings, visit seton.net/heart.

• APRIL 15-MAY15 •
COME SEE OUR ADORABLE CHILDREN’S FABRICS!

CUSTOM BABY BEDDING
AND BABY GIFTS10% OFF 
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TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
A recently formed Travis County citizens 

group will start whittling down a $637 mil-
lion wish list to about $150 million in roads 
and parks projects to put before voters in 
a November bond referendum.

The Travis County Citizens Bond Advi-
sory Committee may add up to $250 mil-
lion in facilities improvements, bringing 
the total referendum to $400 million. 

The group met March 24 to elect officers 
and hear presentations on its legal respon-
sibilities and the county’s debt strategy. It 
meets at 5:30 p.m. every other Thursday 
at the Joseph C. Thompson Conference 
Center, 2405 E. Campus Drive. 

Background
Having just finished with the 2005 

bond, Travis County was prepared to take 
on more work, said Steve Manilla, execu-
tive director for the county’s Transporta-
tion and Natural Resources Department. 
He added that 2011 is a good time for the 
county to have a referendum because it 
would not compete with the City of Aus-
tin’s proposed 2012 referendum.

During the past few years, residents and 
government workers have identified proj-
ects too large to be completed in-house, 
Manilla said. These projects—approxi-
mately $637 million worth of work, as of 
March 23—became the universal project 
list, not including facilities improvements. 

The department cannot ask voters 
to consider the entire universal project 
list. Taking on that much debt would 
endanger 
the county’s 
coveted AAA 
bond rating, 
which allows 
the county to 
borrow money 
at the best 
available rates. 

Assistant Budget Manager Jessica Rio 
said there is no debt limit beyond which 
the county automatically loses its rating.

“We are very healthy financially 
because we have been prudent and con-
servative,” she said.

In January, the Planning and Budget 
Office told the transportation department 
to cut the list. 

At the March 24 meeting, Travis 
County Budget Director Leroy Nellis said 
the office’s recommendations are based on 
identified needs. 

“The cost of construction is the most 
advantageous we’re going to see and the 
interest on debt is at an all-time low,” Nel-
lis said. 

The county created the citizens bond 
referendum committee to gauge the appro-
priateness of a bond referendum, as well as 
its scope, priorities and fiscal impact. 

The committee will pare down the uni-
versal list to $150 million for roads, open 

Citizens group considers projects for November bond referendum

space and parks. The committee will also 
decide which facilities projects to include 
in the referendum.

County Attorney David Escamilla said 
it is not the committee’s job to advocate 

for the referendum 
or to create a list 
designed solely 
to pass—only to 
choose projects 
that meet the 
county’s needs.

In March, each 
of the four com-

missioners appointed three people. 
Lake Travis and Westlake residents 

are represented by Commissioner Karen 
Huber’s appointees Mark Taylor Evert, 
Leigh Naftonlin and Carolyn Vogel.

Potential projects
Manilla said the universal project list 

is constantly changing. The department 
presented a third draft to the committee 
at its March 24 meeting. 

Several Lake Travis and Westlake 
projects, as well as cost estimates, were 
included in that draft, dated March 23. 

Some capital facilities improvements 
the Commissioners Court may consider 
in the next five to 10 years include: a 
downtown campus, $80 million to $120 
million; additional transportation and 
natural resource projects, $60 million to 
$100 million; and a medical examiner 
facility, $30 million to $40 million. 

Some other projects under consideration 

78730

78746

78732
78734

78735

78738

78669

78733

360
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183

1
TOLL

183A
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290 71

Possible bond projects

Roadway capacity

1  Widen Bee Creek Road to four lanes from Hwy.  
 71 to Highland, and realign 1,000 feet of the two-  
 lane road—$8.6 million

Roadway safety

2  Widen Flint Rock Road (with 30 percent in Lakeway)  
 to four lanes from RR 620 to Jack Nicklaus Drive;  
 Serene Hills Drive to RR 620, some realignment  
 planned —$3.5 million

3  Realign and widen Lohmans Ford Road from Boggy  
 Ford Road to Ivean Pearson Road—$4 million

4  Realign River Hills Road at FM 2244—$829,000

Drainage projects at stream crossings

5  Great Divide Drive at Little Barton Creek—$1.6 million

6  Pedernales Canyon Trail at Lick Creek—$705,000

Drainage projects in subdivisions 

7  Austin Lake Estates—$4 million

Parkland acquisition

8  Additional land at Bob Wentz Park—$7.2 million

Lake Travis park improvements

9  Day-use, campgrounds and boat ramp, Arkansas  
 Bend/Dink Pearson Park—$8.5 million

10  Work on Post Oak campground, Pace Bend  
 Park—$5.5 million

Sidewalks
•	Lost Creek Boulevard—$500,000
•	Hiline Road—$186,000
•	Quinlan Park Road—$142,000

Bridges
•	Crumley Ranch Road Bridge—$400,000

Drainage projects at stream crossings
•	Big Sandy Drive at Long Hollow Creek—$952,000

Source: Travis County Transportation and Natural Resources 
Department

Officials estimate that in 2013  
the average-value homestead in 
Travis County will be $274,465. 
For such a homestead, an owner 
would pay $36 more if a  
$400 million bond referendum 
were approved.

Proposal’s potential impact: Tax increase and upgraded facilities

Westlake
Lake Travis

Leander

Cedar Park

Austin

AustinMap not to scale

are: a north campus at $70 million to  
$90 million; a central booking facility for 
$120 million to $150 million; a jail beds 
project for $30 million to $40 million; and 
a new courthouse for $80 million to  
$120 million. 

Going forward
On March 24, the committee elected 

Frank Fuentes of Precinct 4 as its chair-
man. Fuentes is a business owner and 
chairman of the U.S. Hispanic Contrac-
tors Association.

The committee elected Vogel as its vice 
chairwoman. Vogel previously served as 
chairwoman for the Hays County Parks 

78669—N/A

78730—$715,200

78732—$448,573

78733—$387,167

78734—$327,167

78735—$433,571

78738—$551,518

78746—$634,888

Average value of homes sold, Feb. 1–Feb. 28

Advisory Board. 
The committee will spend April and 

May paring down the list. In June, the 
committee will report to the Commis-
sioners Court and host public outreach 
meetings. It will report to the court and 
take more public feedback in July. 

The county must notify the election 
division of an intent to contract with 
the county clerk for election services by 
Aug. 12. It will spend September prepar-
ing for the Nov. 8 election.

The committee’s next meeting will be 
at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 21. For more 
information, visit www.co.travis.tx.us.
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“The cost of construction is the most 
advantageous we’re going to see and the 
interest on debt is at an all-time low.”

—Leroy Nellis, 
Travis County budget director

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12208



12 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Lake Travis/Westlake Edition



impactnews.com • April 2011 | NEWS | 13

CITY AND COUNTY

Rollingwood

Council approves new trail  
The Lakeway City Council approved 

plans to construct a new trail in the 
median of Lakeway Boulevard from 
Lohmans Crossing to Top O’ the Lake 
Drive. The trail will be 8 feet wide, 
made of decomposed granite with 
a stone border for the length of the 
half-mile trail. Four crosswalks will 
be added at intersections to transition 
pedestrians. The cost is set not to exceed 
$49,000 and will be paid for through 
the city’s parkland funds.

Lakeway to discuss amenity 
center

At the April Lakeway City Council 
meeting, there will be a presentation of 
plans for the new Lakeway Highlands 
Amenity Center. Some potential items 
to be included: a mini-water park, an 
amphitheater, gas station and other 
amenities for the community.

According to Mayor Dave DeOme’s 
blog, the amenity center slated for 
completion late 2012 is expected to 
include at least two swimming pools 
and a welcome center.

LakewayBee Cave

West Lake Hills

The 2010 Texas District 11 champions played in the Western Hills Little League, which plays games 
at Hatley Park in Rollingwood.

Advanced Auto Parts is permitted to assist custom-
ers with simple maintenance in its parking lot.
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Advanced Auto Parts adds repair
The Bee Cave City Council approved a 

conditional-use permit to Advanced Auto 
Parts, so it could add auto repair to its 
services offered. These services will include 
simple repairs which cannot be charged 
for, such as installing a light bulb, battery 
testing and windshield wiper replacement. 
Auto repairs requiring power tools or fluids 
will not be allowed. 

A sign will be placed in the parking lot 
informing customers that they are not 
permitted to work on their car in the park-
ing lot. 

The auto retail store is located in the 
H-E-B Shopping Center, 12400 Bee Caves 
Road, Ste. 590. 

Council reinforces Little 
League support 

Rollingwood City Council mem-
bers apologized to the Western Hills 
Little League March 9 after accusing 
the nonprofit organization of being in 
default of a lease for Hatley Park.

In a letter from Mayor Bill Ham-
ilton dated Feb. 25, the Little League 
was asked to provide financial records 
and insurance information related to 
a 10-year lease to use Hatley Park for 
games.

“I was very concerned. Three mem-
bers of the council thought we were 
in default,” WHLL president Mike 
Shaunessey said. “The people here 
tonight are a reaction to that.”

Several parents and children 
involved with the Little League arrived 
at the meeting to support Shaunessey, 
holding hand-drawn signs saying “we 
live here, we play here.”

After providing information dating 
back to 2004, some council members 
apologized to the Little League March 
9 and proposed a resolution expressing 
unqualified support for the organiza-
tion. The resolution passed 3-2, with 
Alderwomen Roxanne McKee and Sara 
Hutson opposing.

“It’s a resolution trying to justify the 
fuss caused by us,” Hutson said. “We 
were jumping to conclusions.”

Hamilton said the records would be 
analyzed and the city would continue 
working with the Little League.

  Bee Cave City Council 
4000 Galleria Parkway • 767-6600 
http://portal.beecavetexas.com
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday  
of each month at 6 p.m.

  Lakeway City Council
1102 Lohmans Crossing Road
314-7500 • www.cityoflakeway.com
Meets the third Monday of each  
month at 6:30 p.m. 

  Rollingwood City Council
403 Nixon Drive • 327-1838 
www.cityofrollingwood.com
Meets the third Wednesday of the  
month at 7 p.m.

  West Lake Hills City Council
911 Westlake Drive • 767-6600 
www.westlakehills.org
Meets the second and fourth   
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin • 854-9425  
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_
court Meets every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

Bee Cave City Hall is located within the Hill 
Country Galleria. 
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City council revisits cut trees
The West Lake Hills City Council revis-

ited a case March 23 in which a contractor 
illegally removed between 44 and 54 trees 
at a site for a new home on Redbud Lane.

No action was taken and the council 
requested Earl Broussard of TBG Part-
ners to return at the next meeting with 
an accurate, updated version of a tree 
replacement plan.

General Contractor Frank West admit-
ted his involvement in the incident  
Feb. 23 but said he meant no harm and did 
not intentionally bypass the city’s strict 
tree-removal process.

Mayor Dave Claunch said a criminal 
case is proceeding parallel to the council’s 
discussion about how to replace 497 inches 
worth of trees. The city must grant vari-
ances to remove trees of 14 inches or more 
and each violation could result in a fee of 
up to $2,000.

For a list of West Lake Hills ordinances, 
visit www.westlakehills.org/?id=form_
COO_agreement.

Eanes School Road gains guardrails
The West Lake Hills City Council 

approved the addition of guardrails 
March 9 on Eanes School Road near Eanes 
Elementary School for about $6,600. 
Trees provided a “natural guardrail,” City 
Manager Robert Wood said, but with their 
removal, new rails are needed.

Travis County

County waits to decide on 
$20,000 from project 

The Travis County Commission-
ers Court voted 4-1 to defer a decision 
on whether to accept $20,000 for road 
repairs related to a Lakeway develop-
ment. County Judge Samuel Biscoe 
voted against the measure.

As part of an agreement with the City 
of Lakeway, developers of the Cross-
water Yacht Club offered the money to 
the county to fund public right-of-way 
maintenance and improvements in 
Travis County’s jurisdiction. 

The county’s Transportation and 
Natural Resource Department is con-
sidering permits for the yacht club’s 
site plan and a waterline extension on 
Hurst Creek Road. County staff said the 
Commissioners Court cannot influence 
the issuance of permits but can request 
a presentation from the transporta-
tion department prior to issuance. 
The transportation department could 

discuss the $20,000 at such a presenta-
tion, commissioners suggested. 

Resident Susan Brown said a separate 
court had ruled that no commercial 
marina could be built on land that 
includes Crosswater’s proposed site. 
Lawyers for the yacht club said the law-
suit Brown mentioned refers to differ-
ent properties and different parties.

The proposed Crosswater Yacht Club plan 
calls for 249 boat slips, a ship store, a 
fueling station and office space.
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Crosswater 
Yacht Club

Lake 
Travis

Graveyard Point

Court OKs interlocal agreement
The Travis County Commissioners Court voted 5-0 to approve an interlocal agree-

ment with The Village of the Hills for Constable Precinct Two.

Compiled by Tiffany Young and Taylor Short
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AT THE CAPITOL

Lawmakers ease up on rainy day fund 
to help bridge gap in 2011 budget 

Thousands of teachers and others concerned about education cuts rallied at the Capitol on March 12. 
Texas AFT President Linda Bridges said teachers are vocal this session because the stakes are high.
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By Marcus Funk
The consensus at the Capitol on the 

budget seems to be: It’s raining in Texas, 
but not flooding. About a third of the 
$9.4 billion rainy day fund will be used to 
clear part of a $4.3 billion hole in the 2011 
budget.

Though none of the reserve funding is 
slated to go toward the 2012–13 budget 
that is estimated to have a $27 billion, the 
compromise has garnered the full support 
of state Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin.

“It’s exactly the position I’ve had since 
the campaign,” Workman said. “We 
spend what we need to from the rainy day 
fund to plug this year’s hole, but we don’t 
use any more. 

“We continue to have our savings 
account and it’s there in case we have a 
major hurricane or some other situation 
where we really have to get into it.”

The 2011 deficit will be settled with 
about $3.2 billion from the rainy day 
fund, $800 million in spending cuts and 
$300 million in sales tax receipts from the 
first quarter. 

The compromise was endorsed by Gov. Comment at more.impactnews.com/12225

Rick Perry, House Speaker Joe Straus, 
R-San Antonio, and Comptroller Susan 
Combs. The House Appropriations Com-
mittee passed the compromise unani-
mously. 

Perry, Combs and other Republican 
leaders had said for months that tapping 
the rainy day fund would be a mistake, 
arguing that such an action balances 
recurring expenses with one-time budget 
reserves. 

“I think there were a lot of my Repub-
lican colleagues who wanted to com-
promise, but were hesitant because of 
the governor’s stance. Now, we have the 
opportunity to move forward,” said state 
Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin. “This is 
about stabilizing the budget during an 
economic downturn.” 

Howard and other Democrats have said 
the proposed budget cuts have been brutal 
to public education and health services 
in Texas. She said budget writers have 
been able to compromise in some ways, 
but without tapping the rainy day fund 
further for the 2012–13 budget, deep cuts 
are unavoidable. And she’s not alone.

Texas AFT President Linda Bridges said 
teachers, in particular, have been more 
vocal this session because so much is at 
stake. Her group joined a crowd of thou-
sands that rallied at the Capitol on March 
14 in support of education funding. 

Bridges said lawmakers were moving 
in the right direction by softening their 
stance on the reserve fund.

“We’re pleased that they are taking a 
first step because it will free up money 
in 2012–13,” she said. “However, it is not 
enough. They need to take the second step 
now, which is to use the rainy day fund 
and other things for the next biennium.”

Status report: Progress of Perry’s fast-track items in the state Senate, House

Gov. Rick Perry highlighted 
several items as emergency 
issues during the opening 
days of the 82nd Legislature. 
Here is a look at the progress 
of legislation on eminent 
domain, voter ID, “sanctuary 
cities” and requiring 
sonograms before abortions.

Although the Senate has voted on several of the emergency issues, the House has voted on 
one—the sonogram bill. The Lake Travis/Westlake delegation split along party lines.

SB 11: Eliminates state funding for so-called sanctuary cities that are said to not require 
that law enforcement officers confirm legal residency for anyone they arrest

Status: Versions in the Senate and House have been sent to committees, but have not 
yet been passed.

SB 14: The “Voter ID” bill, which would require all voters younger than 70 to present 
photo identification before casting a ballot

Status: Passed along party lines, 19-11. A similar House version is working its way 
toward a floor vote.

State Rep. 
Donna Howard, 
D-Austin

State Rep. 
Mark Strama, 
D-Austin

State Rep. 
Paul Workman, 
R-Austin

SB 16: A bill requiring women seeking abortions to be offered a sonogram of the fetus shortly 
before the procedure

Status: Passed in the Senate 21-10, mostly along party lines. A similar bill, HB 15, passed 
103-42 in the House; key differences between the two bill have yet to reconciled.

SB 18: A bill further restricting eminent domain proceedings in Texas, strengthening property 
rights and requiring stricter procedures for government authorities seeking to condemn 
private land

Status: Passed unanimously, 31-0.

YES NO YES NO YES NO

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin

SB 18SB 14 SB 16

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO Sonogram and 
voter ID bills

Sonogram and 
voter ID bills

Sonogram and 
voter ID bills

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N 
L A K E W A Y  A N D  B E E  C A V E

512.563.5360

Rajat Gupta, MD
Board Certifi ed in Neurology & Pain Medicine
Former Instructor of Pain Management at 
Johns Hopkins University

• Headaches (including Botox®)

• Spine Pain

• Fibromyalgia

• Other Chronic Pain Disorders

– in Westlake –
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Cypress Ridge
at Rough hollow

Lakeway
From the $320s

standardpacifichomes.com

It’s not out of reach! Be a part of  the acclaimed 
Rough Hollow community in a Standard Pacific 
home nestled in the Cypress Ridge neighborhood.

Our homes carry a signature of our long-standing 
commitment to excellence in design and 
craftsmanship that has earned the trust and respect 
of homeowners year after year.

Sales Representative:
Ray Sterriker

512.261.5081
rsterriker@stanpac.com

Present this Coupon to Our Sales 
Representative on Your First Visit 

to Cypress Ridge at Rough 
Hollow and Receive an Extra 

from Our Design Center for Your 
New Standard Pacific Home.

Limit one upgrade credit per purchase.

$1,000 
iN FREE uPgRaDES 

we are always the same 
age inside. —gertrude stein

 Introducing The Health Care 
Center at Longhorn Village 
retirement community, Austin’s 
exceptional choice, where age 
is honored, beauty inspires and 
care revolves around resident 
convenience.  An extraordinary 
setting of wellness and vitality 
that champions the youthful 
spirit inside each person.  With 
all private accommodations; all 
the advantages of a new brand of exceptional senior care.  Call 
(512) 382-4664 today for your personal tour, or write to us at 
HealthCare@LonghornVillage.com.

Now Open! Direct admission is available 
with no entrance fee:

•	 Assisted	Living	(highest level 
 licensed in Texas)
•	 Rehabilitation	&	Skilled	Nursing
•	 Memory	Care	&	Alzheimer's	Support

12001 Longhorn Parkway • Steiner ranch  
auStin, tX 78732 • www.LonghornviLLage.com

THE HEALTH CARE CENTER AT
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EDUCATION

By Rebecca LaFlure and Taylor Short  
Graduates of Leander, Lake Travis 

and Eanes school districts are enrolling 
in college at higher percentages and are 
more are academically prepared, accord-
ing to a new report by the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce.

The 2010 Education Progress Reports 
released by the Austin chamber in part-
nership with school districts and other 
Central Texas chambers—including Lake 
Travis, Westlake and Greater Lean-
der—track student performance trends 
that are most important to the business 
community.

“Ultimately, the chamber wants to 
have a good relationship with the district 
because they produce our next work-
force,” said Laura Mitchell, president of 
the Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce. 

Drew Scheberle, senior vice president 
of education and talent development for 
the Austin chamber, said the initiative 
started six years ago as a way for cham-
ber officials to improve public education 
and prepare students for college. 

The Austin chamber has released sepa-
rate reports for 10 participating school 
districts, including 
Eanes, Lake Travis 
and Leander.

Scheberle said 
this year’s reports 
are particularly 
important to 
school districts and 
chambers as state 
lawmakers con-
sider making large 
cuts to public education.

The reports provide a framework on 
what areas school districts should focus. 
They also help the Austin chamber decide 
how to allocate the $9 million it donates 
each year for education initiatives. 

“People don’t pay attention until you 
have to make really important deci-
sions like shutting down schools, firing a 

Education Progress Reports reveal 
more graduates, fewer collegians

whole bunch of people. That’s when they 
start to pay attention, and that’s when 
these are most important,” Scheberle 
said. “We’re asking school districts to set 
out year goals. The hope is the enactment 
of those goals will help them in guiding 
their budget process.”

As a part of the compiling process, a 
task force of business leaders reviewed 
each district’s most recent performance 
data—largely based on the TAKS test—
identified its strengths and weaknesses 
and offered recommendations on areas 
to improve. District officials then set 
goals to work toward and identified ways 
the business community can help.

The reports, with their large graphics 
and informational sidebars, were created 
to be more clear and understandable than 
many of the data sheets released by the 
Texas Education Agency, Scheberle said.

The reports examine what percentage 
of a school district’s graduating class are 
deemed college- and career-ready under 
the state definition. They also provide the 
graduation rate, and what percentage of 
graduates went on to enroll in a uni-
versity, community college or technical 

school directly after 
high school.

In addition, the 
reports track how 
fifth- and eighth-
graders performed 
in reading, math and 
science.

Because education 
is a major factor in 
the chamber’s abil-

ity to attract companies to the region, 
chamber officials want to address school 
issues early on, before students graduate 
high school and enter college or the work 
force.  

“We want kids to be ready for college 
and a high-performance workplace when 
they graduate,” Scheberle said. “This is 
trying to give Austin-area high school 

graduates all the opportunities in the 
world.”

Eanes ISD
Nearly every student at Eanes ISD, 

including every ethnic category and 
those who are economically disadvan-
taged, are graduating in four years, 
according to the report, which shows 
that overall 99 percent of students hit 
this goal.

In addition, findings show 87 percent 
of graduates in 2009 enrolled in col-
lege immediately after high school—up 
3 percent from 2007—while the num-
ber of students who are academically 
prepared for higher education or the 

high-performance workplace continued 
to rise to 84 percent in 2009, following a 
3-year consistent increase.

Bill Bechtol, assistant superintendent 
for curriculum, instruction and assess-
ment said, a district, parent and com-
munity expectation for students to go 
on to higher education contributes to 
this trend and should push the district 
and its students toward the goal of a 96 
percent post-high school college enroll-
ment rate.

Bechtol also said EISD college and 
career counselors have a complete sys-
tem of activities and individual support 
including the EXPLORE test and high 
school course selection conferences 

Billy J. 
Metcalf 
DDS

3801 Bee Cave Road 
Suite 120
Austin, Texas 78746
www.
CDofAustin.com

512
215.9242

infants  |  children  |  teens

FREE X-RAYS!
(Up to a $90 value; 
Dependent upon child’s 
ability to cooperate)
Ages 3 and up

...with New Patient exam & cleaning
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“Ultimately, the chamber wants to 
have a good relationship with the 
district because they produce our next 
workforce.”

— Laura Mitchell,  
President of the  
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12801 Shops Parkway, #200
Bee Cave, Texas 78738
(512) 402-1919
www.apatitecafe.com • apatite@live.com
Shops at the Galleria near Lowes, next door to Bodhi Yoga

Casual New 
American Dining

An eclectic mix of fresh and 

locally grown ingredients 

fused with international 

fl avors in a chic but intimate 

neighborhood atmosphere.

Hours

Lunch: Monday – Saturday 
10:30am-2:30pm

Dinner: Tuesday – Saturday 
5:30pm-9pm

Closed Sunday

LAKE TRAvIS ISD CUMULATIvE PASS RATE ON ExIT-LEvEL TAKS 
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NEW GRADUATION DEFINITION TRANSITION

for eighth graders and other programs 
to prepare students for education after 
graduation.

“We are determined to have students 
who are ‘college successful,’ not simply 
‘college ready,’” he said.

He said college-ready also means 
career-ready, and in a global economy, 
students need as much preparation as 
possible.

The report states that EISD is address-
ing this by offering high school courses 
that help students compete worldwide, 
including Chinese, robotics, health sci-
ences, biotechnology and film production.

Students in EISD show an increasing 
academic proficiency with consistent 
high scores on the ACT and SAT test and 
a record 47 National Merit competition 
semi-finalists—up from 19 in 2006.

“We will continue down the same 
path with minor adjustments as we 
study the data and trends,” Bechtol said. 
“We believe that this positive trend will 
continue.”

Lake Travis ISD
Reports on Lake Travis ISD show a 

similar pattern as EISD—an increase 

in immediate post-high school college 
enrollment—though at a slower rate.

In 2008, 78 percent of graduates 
enrolled after high school. This number 
stayed the same in 2009 and increased 
by 1 percent to 79 in 2010.

Jill Siler, executive director for aca-
demic and organizational development, 
attributes much of this trend to the dis-
trict’s advanced placement program and 
the Institutes of Study, where students 
choose one area of study to pursue in-
depth while in high school.

“Lake Travis High School has done 
much to foster a college-going culture 
with ongoing visits from various colleges 
and universities, frequent presentations 
on financial aid and other college readi-
ness activities as well as partnering with 
Austin Community College in its Col-
lege Connections Program to ensure that 
every senior has completed the college 
application process,” Siler said.

While fewer Hispanic and economi-
cally disadvantaged students passed all 
sections in the exit-level TAKS tests in 
2010 than the year prior, this number 
represents a small number of the 6,546 

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

Continued on | 18
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Abercorn International School

(512) 222-9180 - www.abercorninternational.org
601 Ranch Road 620 South, Lakeway TX 78734

Academic excellence and global learning in the heart of Texas

Join us at one of our Open Houses to find out more
about one of Austin's leading private schools

Please contact us to reserve your spot and ask us about our other events
Visit our website to see us featured on ‘We are Austin’ 

April 6th  -  10.30am
May 4th  -  10.30am
May 11th -  10.30am
May 18th -  10.30am

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE

For boys and girls ages 2    +
Focus on individualized learning tailored to your child's needs
Highly-portable curriculum including Mandarin and Spanish from 2
Low student to teacher ratios
Stunning state-of-the-art facilities

12

12

High School 
Sophomores & Juniors
Free College Planning Class
Several free workshops are being held for the parents of college-bound 
students in the Austin area. They focus on little-known ways to get money 
for college, no matter how much income you make or how good a student 
you have.

What we cover:
•How to choose the right college for the right place
•How to lower your “out-of-pocket” costs and get the maximum amount of 

money from each school
•Is it possible to attend a private university at a public university price?
•Why procrastination can (and will most likely) cost a family thousands of dollars
•The single biggest mistake that 9 out of 10 parents make when planning for 

college among lots of other topics!

The FREE workshops are being held:

Space is Limited! 
Please register by visiting

 our website at 
www.collegeauthority.com 

or call 877-881-8646.

Monday, April 11, 2011 at 7pm
Georgetown Public Library
402 W. 8th St, Georgetown

Saturday, April 23, 2011 
at 9:30am
Chez Zee Restaurant
5406 Balcones Dr, Austin

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 7pm
Lost Creek Country Club
2612 Lost Creek Blvd, Austin

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 
at 7pm
Lakeway Activity Center
102 Cross Creek, Lakeway

Saturday, April 30, 2011 
at 9:30am
The Oasis Restaurant
6550 Comanche Trail, Austin

Check our website for dates 
& locations of additional 
upcoming seminars.

NEW GRADUATION DEFINITION TRANSITION

students in the district. Data shows, 
however, a 9 percent jump to 84 percent 
in English language learning students 
who made progress toward proficiency 
in 2010.

On the other hand, Hispanic and 
economically disadvantaged students 
rose by 8 percent and 25 points to bridge 
the gap between them and other students 
who graduate in four years. Overall, 94 
percent of the students graduated in four 
years in 2009.

As those students approach gradua-
tion, Siler said the district works with 
students on scholarship applications and 
writes letters of recommendation for 
each student. In addition, the counseling 
department works with area businesses 
and organizations to provide scholar-
ships for Lake Travis students, she said.

The district shows its progress in other 
ways as well.

In addition to numerous TEA Gold 
Performance Acknowledgments at all 
eight campuses, 13 Lake Travis High 
School Students were recognized by the 
National Merit Scholarship Program 
and the high school was named one 
of “America’s Best High Schools” by 
U.S. News & World Report for how well 

teachers and staff prepare students for 
college.

Leander ISD
In Leander ISD, 84 percent of the 

district’s more than 30,000 students 
graduated in four years in 2009. The 
rate increased modestly since 2006. The 
rate for Hispanic students dropped by 
3 percent; however, the graduation rate 
for economically disadvantaged students 
jumped by 13 percent.

When those students graduated, about 
68 percent of them enrolled in college 
directly after high school—a loss of 1 
percent from 2008, but up from 2007.

The LISD school board adopted a Dis-
trict Improvement Plan that sets targets 
to reduce the gap between economically 
disadvantaged students and their more 
affluent peers. The goals of 12 or fewer 
points in math and 14 or fewer points in 
science were exceeded by nearly 2 points.

This progress is demonstrated with an 
across-the-board increase to 95 percent 
of students who passed all sections of 
the exit-level TAKS test in 2010 from 93 
percent in 2009. 

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12224

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

Continued from | 17
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INSIDE INFORMATION

By Taylor Short
Though it was created for flood control 

and water storage nearly 70 years ago, Lake 
Travis’ economic impact on the surround-
ing communities today is undeniable. Now, 
as the Travis County study of these effects 
begins, stakeholders report similar goals for 
the results that are set to be released in May.

The study—initiated by County Com-
missioner Karen Huber’s office, funded by a 
coalition of 17 entities and administered by 
Robert Charles Lesser & Co.—commenced 
mid-March and will present data showing 
how water quality and levels play into the 
economic impact of Lake Travis.

“There’s never been a true economic 
study done on the lake,” Policy director 
for Precinct 3 Michael Nalick said. “We 
were kind of appalled by that because we 
feel that lake is an economic driver to 
that region.”

The entities involved are Travis County, 
Briarcliff, Jonestown, Lago Vista, Lakeway, 
Point Venture, Volente, the City of Austin, 
The Village of the Hills, The Hurst Creek 
Municipal Utility District, Lakeway Munic-
ipal Utility District, The Point Venture 
Water Control and Improvement District, 
Water Control and Improvement District 
No. 17, Lake Travis Chamber of Commerce, 
Lago Vista Economic Development Alli-
ance and the Lago Vista/Jonestown Cham-
ber of Commerce. Each helped to fund the 
$130,000 study. A steering committee was 
also formed.

The study will cover three basic factors: 
economic activity, water levels and water 
quality. These categories include spending 
by households, tourism, lake industries and 
jobs, as well as water level effects on real 
estate, recreation, business and taxes. 

The study would also quantify the 
businesses that are dependant on water 
quality and clarity. As an example, another 
member involved in the project, Samsung, 

Lake Travis economic study could 
become a local policy-making tool

Businesses such as The Oasis, where this view of Lake Travis was taken, rely on the lake to attract customers. 

T
if

fa
ny

 Y
o

un
g

would not be in the Austin area without 
Lake Travis, Nalick said. The company 
depends on Lake Travis’ water quality in 
the production of semiconductors and 
saves money by avoiding the costs of treat-
ing the water.

While some entities are interested in 
water clarity or tourism, most mentioned 
water conservation as a main factor.

“I think what we’re looking for is to sim-
ply keep water in Lake Travis,” said Steve 
Jones, city administrator for Lakeway—one 
of the major municipalities lining the lake.

Jonestown City Administrator Dan 
Dodson said the city decided to support the 
study to help demonstrate the lake’s contri-
bution to waterside businesses and use it as 
a tool when discussing water rights.

Water level and quality information is 
important to the WCID No. 17, a retail 
nonprofit public utility serving west Travis 
County, and an updated economic report 
could be a tool to convince legislators 
that the impact of those factors spread far 
beyond the shoreline.

“This is not 20 years ago,” said Deborah 
Gernes, WCID No. 17 district manager. 
“Since that time, there’s been a huge 
amount of economic development that 
needs to be considered in that light.”

Nalick said a similar study was done on 
Lake Martin in Alabama, which resulted 
in data showing the lake’s contribution to 
the nearby economy of about $6 billion 
through housing, jobs and other factors. 

With property values of homes around 
its edge reaching to more than $2 billion, 
Nalick said the value and economic impact 
of Lake Travis could be tremendous.

“We want people to know that Lake Tra-
vis is worth so much to the region,” Nalick 
said. “A lot of it is an educational effort on 
our part, and as far as policy considerations 
afterward, we’ll have to wait and see what 
information we get.”
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we could operate without.”
These early reductions included 5 per-

cent to 6 percent cuts from the transpor-
tation, maintenance and athletic depart-
ments. The district also increased middle 
school class sizes from 25 students per 
teacher to 28 students per teacher and 
instituted a seven-period school day.

The largest savings come with reductions 
in projected raises to staff by cutting them 

back to 1 percent and removing all but state-
mandated raises for about $1.2 million.

Following the state’s announcement 
of its plans to spend less on education, a 
second tier of cuts took the 1 percent in 
raises down to zero, saving an additional 
$420,000.

With 5 percent growth—or about 400 
students—each year, Hill said the dis-
trict normally requires 28 new positions 
each year. The second tier of reductions 
includes absorbing all positions in 2011–
12, saving about $1.2 million. In addition, 

any non-essential staff that leaves would 
not be replaced, he said.

“Basically class sizes are going to get 
even bigger,” Hill said. “We’re just going to 
have to work the teachers around and add 
more kids to the classes, but we’re going to 
have to make it work.”

Eanes ISD personnel cuts
Budget amendments, increased enroll-

ment and grants are helping to bridge the 
gap, but $6.3 million in cuts are still being 
made at Eanes ISD.

Officials at the school district, knowing 
that personnel makes up nearly 85 percent 
of yearly expenditures, are proposing to 
cut 50 positions in several departments, 
including human resources, information 
services, business services, the superinten-
dent’s office, maintenance and operations, 
transportation, campus administration 
and curriculum to save nearly $2.5 million.

Spokeswoman Claudia McWhorter said, 
however, some of those cuts reflect an 
employee moving from full-time to a part-
time position.

An additional $2.4 million will be saved 
as 48 positions are eliminated through 
staffing ratio changes. 

Wellman said the district also instituted 
a $1,500 stipend on the last paycheck for 
instructors who told administration they 
planned to leave the position before spring 
break. Wellman said she expected 10 to 15, 
but 36 teachers stepped forward.

“Outside of our classroom teachers, 

we’ve hit our $3.3 million target, which 
allowed us to say to the staff. We don’t have 
to reduce force for next year,” Superinten-
dent Nola Wellman said. “We can let attri-
tion work in our favor over time as people 
make their life choices instead of  [us giv-
ing] pink slips.”

Ongoing budget process
Hill said if the state cuts are worse than 

anticipated, LTISD would use a portion of 
fund balance to offset the shortfall. Addi-
tional revenue sources like facility-use fees 
and an internal audit that could identify 
hidden costs could help as well, he said.

The staff of Lake Travis ISD is being 
cushioned from cuts by less essential 
items, but two more tiers are ready for 
more severe state reductions. Budget com-
mittees will meet in June workshops to 
decide what kind of budget will be ready 
for an August school board vote.

LTISD Superintendent Rocky Kirk said 
if the state withholds the worst-case-sce-
nario amount—about $17 million for two 
years—the “school system would be almost 
unrecognizable in comparison to our cur-
rent teacher-to-student staffing ratios and 
academic and extracurricular program 
offerings.”

“As a superintendent friend of mine has 
stated recently, the effect would not be cut-
ting into the quality of educational offer-
ings, rather, it would be gutting our sys-
tem,” Kirk said.

Cuts
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12222

Leander ISD, which operates six schools in the Lake Travis area, is projecting a budget 
shortfall of up to $29 million, forcing Superintendent Bret Champion to recommend 
eliminating 213 first-year teacher slots. The recommended cuts include 141 central office 
and non-classroom positions and 109 classroom positions.

During a March 22 school board meeting, Champion said the district is planning for the 
worst-case scenario, and would hope to rehire some teachers if the budget allows.
Other possible reductions include eliminating raises and capital outlay from the general 
fund, and reducing proposal for improvement funding, operational budgets, travel and 
Gallup Poll surveys. Changing student-to-teacher ratios, block schedules and adjusting 
school start and end times are more options proposed.

As of press time April 1, the LISD School Board planned a meeting for April 7 to further 
discuss the budget. Visit impactnews.com for more coverage.

Leander ISD may cut hundreds of teacher positions

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2008 Volvo C70 
T5 M Convertible
$28,675
2 door Convertible, 2.5L I-5 cyl, Automatic 
transmission, 30,605 miles. Stock Number: 
GP2506. Vin: YV1MC67268J050369. Model 
Code: C70 T5 A CV

2008 Saab 9-3 
TurboX Sedan
$23,725

2010 Subaru Forester 
2.5X Premium SUV
$23,500
2.5L H-4 cyl, Automatic transmission, 9,044 miles. Stock Number: 
ZP4731. Vin: JF2SH6CC6AH774445. Model Code: AFF

4 door Sedan, 2.8L V-6 cyl, 
Manual transmission, 42,095 
miles. Stock Number: SP7328. Vin: 
YS3FM47R481152940. Model Code: 
FCM69

Forester 
mm SSUUVV
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FCM69
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Stop by our branch in Bee Cave
(located at 3600 RR 620 South, Ste. D)

aplusfcu.org

F U R N I T U R E   G I F T S   V I N TA G E

512.263.4182
13308 Hwy 71 West
Bee Cave, TX 78738

www.revivaltx.com
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Falconhead and Falconhead West are just a 
few of the neighborhoods that have limited-
to-no options apart from propane. Some of 
these neighborhoods even have deed restric-
tions that require that they use propane and 
install all propane appliances in their homes. 

State representative involvement
When Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin, was 

campaigning in 2010, many neighborhood 
representatives presented a list of concerns 
they had about propane and asked that he 
file a bill that would protect them under law, 
from what they say are exceedingly high pro-
pane bills and occasional outages in the cold-
est months of the year. 

In 2009, Rep. Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin, 
introduced House Bill 1194, a bill calling for 
propane regulation, but it died in committee. 
Workman has simplified the bill in the hopes 
that it would be passed. 

Concerned citizens’ group formed
Underground community propane sys-

tems are made of several homes in a neigh-
borhood connected to the same propane 
tank. There are 73 in the state, with 48 in Tra-
vis County and about 40 of those in western 
Travis County.

While an exact number of homes with 
a community propane system in Travis 
County is unknown, Workman estimates 
there are thousands—with about 200 out 
of 400 homes in Senna Hills, about 400 in 
Lake Hills and about 40 each in the Preserve 
at Bee Cave and Spanish Oaks, as well as an 
unknown number in Falconhead and Fal-
conhead West.

Because natural gas does not reach much 
of western Travis County, more homes 
being built in new subdivisions will likely 
be added to these, or new community pro-
pane systems. 

While the neighborhoods are working 
to convince various utility companies to 
bring natural gas to their area, 
extending the pipes is costly 
and unlikely to happen in the 
near future, since the cost of 
extending new lines is expen-
sive. 

In winter 2009, the issue 
came to a head when some 
Senna Hills residents lost heat 
during one of the coldest days of the year and 
propane bills were much higher than usual. 

Some residents’ monthly bills ranged 
from $600 to more than $1,000 to heat their 
homes, water and stoves. While residents 
have said they realize propane is naturally 
more costly than natural gas, they have esti-
mated the markup cost at 120 percent. 

In summer 2010, Salles formed a Yahoo 
group—with 88 members as of March 22—
under the name Central Texans for Propane 
Regulation. The group discusses propane 
users’ concerns and organizes efforts to make 
the propane industry regulated under state 
law by the Railroad Commission of Texas. 

The Commission already regulates the 

safety of propane, but House Bill 1273, 
Workman’s bill, would regulate rates, just as 
it does for natural gas. 

“Many of us think the best thing that 
could happen is that propane become regu-
lated exactly the same way as natural gas is,” 
Salles said. 

Energy Resources hearing
On March 24, Workman presented two 

bills to the state House Energy Resources 
Committee concerning propane to help 
relieve the burden of constituents’ reliance 
on their propane providers. 

HB 1273, filed Feb. 10, would require pro-
pane businesses to be regulated under the 
Commission in the same manner as natural 
gas utilities, including rate fees.

“We have a problem in the State of Texas 
on unregulated propane systems. Some 
operators have gouged residents on pric-
ing because there is no rate regulation, and 
in some incidents they don’t allow custom-
ers to switch,” Workman said in his opening 
statement for HB 1273. “Others have written 
deed restrictions so homeowners couldn’t 
leave propane even if they wanted to.”

When Workman pre-
sented the bill, a few of the 
committee members voiced 
concerns that regulating 
propane could increase 
expenses as companies 
passed the extra costs to its 
customers. But those who 
came to support the bill said 

they would rather chance it, as they did not 
feel it was a likely scenario, given that the 
markup on propane was much higher than 
the markup allowed for natural gas.

“We understand we all have to make 
money,” said Angus Cook, speaking for the 
bill on behalf of Senna Hills residents. “How-
ever, at the same time, it has to be clear that 
we, as a customer, should have a choice. If 
today, I wanted to come off a centrally man-
aged supply system, I would not be able to go 
green and put in solar panels—to me, that’s 
a concern.”

House Bill 2885 would allow individual 
homeowners the option of installing their 
own propane tank. 

“This is the free-market solution to this 
issue,” Workman said in his presentation 
HB 2885. “There are a number of deed 
restrictions, which restrict a person’s right 
to either install their own tank or switch 
out to all electric.”

Cook, on behalf of Senna Hills, spoke for 
the bill.

“It comes down to a simple matter of 
choice,” Cook said. “A lot of people have 
been involved in this discourse, and all of 
those voices have expressed the same desire: 
to have a choice.”

Tony Dale, a director of Ferrellgas Propane, 
who had a hand in putting these systems in 
western Travis County, spoke against the bill. 
He said there were several companies that 
worked together to serve these communities.

“All we can be responsible for is what we do 
as a company, and I’ll tell you that we’re very 
conscious of the fact that consumers have one 
source,” he said. “We take these systems very 
seriously. I don’t think in the case of Ferrell-
gas, the margins we have are outrageous.

“We try our best to be responsible to our 
customers. I don’t want to be here today, 
because I don’t want to kill the golden goose. 
I call it the golden goose because we know if 
we’re good to our customers, we’re going to 
have a long-term investment where they’re 
happy and we’re happy.”

William Van Hoy of the Texas Propane 
Gas Association also spoke against the bill, 
admitting there were perceptions and issues 
that needed to be addressed. However, he felt 
the problems could be addressed without 
regulation. 

“Though it’s only 2 percent of the majority 
of our business, it’s a bad hiccup on the entire 
business if we’ve got folks unhappy. We want 
to fix the problem, but we need the time to 
get the regulators, the consumers and the 
industry together,” he said. 

Though Van Hoy said the association had 
not been given the opportunity to address 
the issue, Workman said they were given 
that opportunity after Dukes’ original bill 
proposal in the last legislative session. 

In the Senate, Kirk Watson, D-Austin, is 
filing similar legislation, Senate Bill 555.

Propane
Continued from | 1
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Wholesale vs. retail price markup of propane
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“We have a problem in 
the State of Texas on 
unregulated propane 

systems.” 
—Rep. Paul Workman, 

R-Austin 

This information is based on the company 
providing propane to Senna Hills. Sonterra 
Energy was the provider, but after it went 
bankrupt last summer, Alliant Gas took over the 
neighborhood’s community propane system.

Source: Central Texans for Propane Regulation
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of the higher number from last 
fall,” said Nola Wellman, EISD 
superintendent.

Bond projects
The proposed bond represents 

projects in various areas of the 
district, including curriculum, 
energy, flooring, roofing, tech-
nology, transportation and safety.

The items include $15.3 mil-
lion for technology upgrades 
and replacements, $13.8 million 
for energy and HVAC system 
projects, $4.05 million for roof-
ing projects, $768,730 to replace 
buses and $1.36 million for vari-
ous safety projects such as replac-
ing fire alarms and adding to the 
district-wide camera system.

Projects to address Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliance 
issues at all nine campuses total 
more than $6 million.

Also included is $4.38 million 
to replace the track and improve 
the steel on bleachers at West-
lake High School, Hill Country 
Middle School and West Ridge 
Middle School. These items were 
discussed heavily by parents, 
residents and school officials to 
decide whether they fell under 
the “crucial” category.

“I think the forums helped the 
board hear what the community 
thought was a reasonable pack-
age and that’s what ended up 
making the list,” Wellman said. 

Les Reddin, EISD director of 
maintenance and operations, 
said during a bond forum Feb. 10 
that some of the figures represent 
“worst-case scenarios” where, for 
example, the number of an item 
needed is exaggerated. He said 
the costs would be re-evaluated 
in the future.

Lake Travis ISD
A Lake Travis ISD advisory 

committee has also been work-
ing to develop priority projects 
for November.

LTISD spokesman Marco 
Alvarado said the committee 
is reviewing data from a 2011 
demographic report that uses 
student residential locations, 
potential growth, housing trends 
and economic factors to high-
light patterns that allow the dis-
trict to plan for growth in the 

coming decade.
The presentation by Population 

and Survey Analysts, a College 
Station–based demographic firm, 
showed that new housing, includ-
ing apartments, will determine 
what kind of growth will happen 
in the LTISD area.

The report showed predic-
tions of 4,311 new housing occu-
pancies in the district by 2015, 
including 713 multifamily occu-
pancies.  According to extreme 
projections, elementary schools 
could hit capacity by 2014, and by 
2018, high schools could run out 
of room if the district uses alter-
native facilities. Middle schools 
are expected to reach capacity by 
2016.

Voters approved a $36.2 million 
school bond in 2003 that included 
the expansion of Lakeway, Bee 
Cave and Lake Pointe elementary 
schools, a replacement of Lake 
Travis Elementary School and 
other district-wide technology, 
utility and site improvements.

In September 2005, voters again 
approved a $126.8 million, five-
year bond. The series included 
the expansion of Lake Travis High 
School, construction of Serene 
Hills Elementary School, expan-
sion of both Lake Travis and 
Hudson Bend middle schools, 
improvements to various athletic 
facilities and construction of a 
transportation warehouse.

Special education expansion
Wellman and EISD Director of 

Special Education Cynthia Mar-
tin addressed the budgetary and 
bond-related concerns March 22 
of several parents whose children 
are of the 601, or 8 percent, in 
EISD that require individualized 
services to succeed in school.

Although the 2011–12 budget 
includes a reduction in special 
education positions resulting in 
$250,000 saved, the upcoming 
bond package would add $863,525 
worth of renovations to the special 
education departments of West-
lake High School, West Ridge Mid-
dle School and Valley View and 
Forest Trail elementary schools.

The bond also includes $2.2 mil-
lion to construct a new building for 
Adult Transition Services, which 
provides special needs students 
ages 19–22 with skills for life after 
high school.

Parent Alisa Rayel said the addi-
tion of the new Adult Transition 
Services building gives her hope 
the bond will pass. For her 13-year-
old autistic child enrolled at Hill 
Country Middle School, the bond 
could result in more opportunities 
to learn critical life skills.

“All of us are taxpayers and all 
of the students should be treated 
equally. Clearly, these students 
were not being treated equal, in 
my opinion,” she said, follow-
ing the March 22 meeting. “But I 
think this bond addresses the ADA 
issues and issues in the commu-
nity, and I’m hoping it will pass.”

Josiah James Ingalls 
josiah@josiahingalls.com  
www.josiahingalls.com

Chris Riley  
(incumbent)  
info@chrisforaustin.com  
www.chrisforaustin.com

Resident for: 6 years
Day job: Auditor
Top priorities: 
•	Transparency and accountability
•	Budget priorities
•	Excessive bond spending

Resident for: 10 years 
Day job: Former Austin assistant city 
manager and experienced business person 
Top priorities: 
•	Fiscal responsibility
•	A socially conscious point of view
•	Increase public private partnerships

Resident for: 4 years
Day job: Political activist
Top priorities: 
•	Get flouride out of water
•	Promote legal rights
•	Keep jobs in Austin and America

Resident for: 25 years 
Day job: City councilman
Top priorities:
•	The economy and environment
•	Transportation
•	Protecting Austin’s character 

Place 1 

Austin City Council

Roger Chan  
info@rogerchanforaustin.
com  
http://rogerchanforaustin.
com

 

Norman Jacobson 
normanjacobson4citycoun-
cil@clear.net 
http://findsgofundme.
com/35xes

 

Kathie Tovo 
info@kathieforaustin.com   
www.kathieforaustin.com 

Kris Bailey 
kris@baileyforchange.com 
www.baileyforchange.com 
 

Randi Shade 
(incumbent) 
info@RandiShade.com 
www.randishade.com 
 

Michael “Max” Nofziger 
462-2386 
www.maxformayor.org

Resident for: 9 years
Day job: Writer/educator
Top priorities: Unavailable

Resident for: about 30 years
Day job: Insurance adjuster
Top priorities:
•	Make our community safer
•	Protect the health of the community
•	Direct code enforcement toward new 

projects

Resident for: 20+ years
Day job: City councilwoman, previously 
executive director of the Austin 
Entrepreneurs Foundation
Top priorities:
•	Supporting core city services
•	Ensuring responsible growth
•	Running an office that is accessible 

and responsive to solving citizen 
problems big and small

Resident for: 36 years
Day job: Musician
Top priorities: Unavailable

Adult Transition Services renovations

The Eanes ISD bond, up for vote May 14, includes $2.2 million to construct a new 
building for Adult Transition Services, formerly the 19+ program, which offers indi-
vidual, education plans, vocational and everyday life skills for students with special 
needs age 19–22.

Molly May, assistant director of special education, presented preliminary details about 
the new building. Early plans call for a 7,560-square-foot facility with fully ADA-com-
pliant offices, classrooms, showers, laundry facilities and bathrooms. An 821-square-
foot kitchen is also included with wheelchair-accessible sinks and cook tops to teach 
students daily living skills and help them transition from high school to the real world.

EISD spokeswoman Claudia McWhorter said the preliminary schematics are subject 
to change.

In comparing the plans with the current facility, May said the difference is like night 
and day.

“We don’t have the capacity in the current building to have things like an oven and 
there’s no ventilation as far as being able to cook,” she said, adding that the facility is 
prone to power outages when plugging in multiple appliances.

Nola Wellman, EISD superintendent, said the school board voted to begin an eminent 
domain process on the fitness center north of Hill Country Elementary that could take 
until summer to complete. Once the property is acquired, she said the building should 
be ready for students in December.

Place 3

Eanes bond election

After months of discussion and public input, the Eanes ISD Board 
approved a bond proposition totaling $54 million and focusing on 
projects in the following categories: Americans with Disabilities, 
curriculum and instruction, energy conservation, flooring, painting, 
plumbing, roofing, safety, technology, transportation and new 
construction of a facility for the Adult Transition Program (formerly the 
19+ program).

For the complete press release on the call for a May bond election, 
visit www.eanesisd.net/news/current/Call%20for%20May%20bond.pdf
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Important dates 
Last day to register to vote: April 14
Early voting: May 2nd – May 10th
Last day for ballot by mail: May 6th
Election day: May 14th
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Fred Goff  
(incumbent) 
fwg@austin.rr.com

Lake Travis ISD

Robert Brewer  
(Taking Mayo Davidson’s 
place) 
263-8834

 

Laura Morrison  
(incumbent)  
992-9224  
www.lauraforaustin.com

Resident for: 30 years
Day job: Austin City Councilwoman 
Top priorities:
•	Preserving the quality of life for Austin 

families
•	Protecting our valuable natural resources 

and championing local businesses
•	Improving public health and social 

services

Eric J. Rangel  
info@voterangel.com  
www.voterangel.com

Toby Ryan 
info@tobyforaustin.com  
www.tobyforaustin.com

Resident for: 3 years
Day job: Director of accounts receivable 
Top priorities:
•	Economic development
•	Transportation
•	Community involvement

Resident for: 16 years
Day job: Music director 
Top priorities:
•	Save the arts and entertainment of Austin
•	Represent local business
•	Push for transparency in city government

Bee Cave City Council—canceled

Rollingwood City Council—canceled

Bob Dorsett  
(incumbent) 
bdorsett@beecavetexas.
gov  

Barry Bone  
(incumbent) 
328-2414

 

Bill Goodwin  
(incumbent) 
bgoodwin@beecavetexas.
gov

 

John Hinton  
(incumbent) 
327-5155

 

Jack McCool   
(incumbent) 
698-5835  

 

Susan Jenkins  
susanjenkinsemail@yahoo.
com 

 

 

Councilmen—Unopposed

Councilmember—Unopposed

West Lake Hills City Council—canceled

Spencer Stevens  
(incumbent) 
wlhcc1@westlakehills.org

 

Stan Graham  
(incumbent) 
wlhcc3@westlakehills.org

 

Davin Fillpot  
(incumbent) 
wlhcc5@westlakehills.org 

 

Councilmen—Unopposed

Lakeway City Council

Dennis Wallace  
(incumbent) 
denniswallace@ 
lakeway-tx.gov

 

Allen Tye 
(incumbent) 
alantye@lakeway-tx.gov 

 

Dave DeOme  
(incumbent) 
mayor@lakeway-tx.gov 

 

Joe Bain  
(incumbent) 
joebain@lakeway-tx.gov

 

Mayor

Councilmen

Place 4 

Ronna Martin 
Ronna@VoteRonna.com  
www.voteronna.com

Gene Fruge 
788-1630 
genefruge@gmail.com 
www.genefruge.com

 

Kennard “Beau” Ross  
beau@votebeauross.com 
www.votebeauross.com

Nacole Thompson  
627-9588 
info@electnacole.com 
http://electnacole.com

Resident for: 22 years
Day job: VP, Don Martin Public Affairs
Top priorities:
•	Community communications
•	Technology
•	Preserving education within budget

Resident for: 3 years
Day job: Realtor
Top priorities:
•	School rights versus district rights
•	Booster clubs at primary levels
•	Improve business operations

Resident for: 19 years
Day job: Lawyer at Davis Wilkerson PC
Top priorities:
•	Preserving excellence at Eanes ISD
•	Working with the entire community
•	Emphasizing strategic investment

Resident for: 11 years 
Day job: Software developer 
Top priorities:

•	Raise level of education for all students
•	Integrate more technology 
•	Promote excellence throughout the 

district

Resident for: 10 years 
Day job: Investment management
Top priorities:
•	Academic excellence
•	Strong board governance
•	Balanced budget

Resident for: Unavailable
Day job: Banking 
Top priorities: Unavailable

Rob Hargett  
415-4656 
rhargett@dwlaw.com 
www.robhargett.com

 

James Spires 
vote4spires.org

 

William R. Allensworth 
William@vote-allensworth.
com  
www.vote-allensworth.
com

  
 

Kyle Ward  
www.kyle4kids.wordpress.
com 

Robert “Bob” Reetz 
moreinfo@ 
vote-bob-reetz.com  
www.vote-bob-reetz.com 
 

Will Streit 
will.streit@leanderisd.org

 
 

Clint Sayers  
(Incumbent) 
csayers@eanesisd.net 
www.vote-sayers.com

 

Aaron Johnson 
aaron.johnsonforlisd@
gmail.com 
http://aaronjohnson4lisd.
com 

Resident for: 23 years
Day job: Construction lawyer
Top priorities:
•	A better functioning school board
•	Managing the financial crisis 
•	Open and responsible government

Resident for: Nearly 5 years
Day job: Executive director 
Top priorities:

•	Emphasize academic achievement
•	Manage the district like a business
•	Value taxpayer/parental/faculty input

Resident for: Unavailable
Day job: Corporate/tax attorney with 
Haynes & Boone LLP
Top priorities:
•	State funding
•	Academic excellence

Resident for: 7 years
Day job: Product manager at IBM 
Top priorities:

•	Pursue academic excellence
•	Exercise financial restraint 
•	Provide extracurricular opportunities 

for student enrichment

Resident for: 17 years
Day job: Real estate appraiser and broker
Top priorities:
•	Fiscal responsibility
•	Open government, transparency
•	Do what is best for students/district

Resident for: 6 years
Day job: Sales director at Bazaarvoice
Top priorities:
•	 Address budget issue 
•	 Help achieve individual progress 
•	 Long term planning and encourage 

community involvement 

Eanes ISD Leander ISD

Place 1 Place 6

Place 2 

Place 3 

Place 6

Place 7

Place 7—Unopposed 

For other local races, visit  
impactnews.com/vote
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•	66-foot by 16-foot houseboats, sleeps 
10–12 people: Peak season  
(May 1–Sep. 30) weekend package, Three 
days/two nights—$2,495; off-peak season 
(Oct. 1–April 30) weekend package, three 
days/two nights—$1,795

•	20-foot pontoon boats: $65 for one hour, 
$240 for four hours, $575 for 24 hours

•	WaveRunners: $80 for one hour, $300 for 
four hours, $660 for 24 hours

•	Kneeboards, wakeboards, tubes, water-
skis, fishing poles: $5 per item or $12.50 
per hour for three items

 A variety of watercraft are available for rental:

The renovated ship store carries drinks, 
snacks, clothing and other items to 
enjoy on Lake Travis.

Briarcliff Marina
Staff provides hassle-free fun on Lake Travis

E ntreprenuer Thomas 
Maione, one-time stunt 
skier and self-proclaimed 

recovering workaholic, operates 
two seemingly opposite busi-
nesses on Lake Travis and in 
South Austin.

The connection, however, it is 
a simple one, he said—whether 
its indoor laser tag or boating on 
the water, he helps people have 
fun.

Some days he watches over 
Blazertag Adventure Center in 
South Austin. Others, he is far 
from downtown at the Briarcliff 
Marina, tucked away in the serene 
cove of Cat Hollow in Spicewood.

“This is something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” Maione said. “My 
background is in customer service 
and I tend to like helping people 
have fun with things, whatever 
that may be. In this business, it’s 
helping people have fun with the 
lake.”

A love of water was instilled 
in him from an early age, having 

grown up around boating. With 
a passion for skiing, Maione said 
he began performing in a stunt 
show. This interest stayed with 
him when Maione and his wife, 
Diana, moved to Briarcliff, about 
four miles northwest of Lakeway, 
in 1995 and in 2005, he purchased 
the marina.

At that time, the marina was 
underserving the community. As 
a resident of Briarcliff, Maione 
said the marina is now more 
community-oriented, with the 
business donating prizes such as 
rental time and cash to events in 
the area.

The ship store, built in 1969, 
was rebuilt into a larger, air-
conditioned space. Covered boat 
parking was added and additional 
slips were built to accommodate 
36-foot and 40-foot boats.

For boat owners, a local 
mechanic is available for tune-ups 
and fixes. The marina staff will 
also clean and detail boats after 
the owner is finished for the day.

Boat rentals are available from 
one hour to several days, giv-
ing anyone an opportunity to 
experience Lake Travis. As the 
busy summer season approaches, 
Maione said he would encourage 
anyone with stress to spend time 
on the lake for a new outlook.

While newer marinas sit on the 
edge of Lake Travis, an advantage 
of the Briarcliff Marina, Maione 
said, is the protection of the cove.

“The difference is we can sit 
here, even on a windy day like 
this, and not rock and roll,” he 
said, feet from the gentle rippling 
water within Cat Hollow.

Some may think boating is 
expensive, Maione said, but 
having a day out on Lake Travis 
is more affordable than many 
realize.

“You don’t have to worry about 
the cleaning or the insurance of 
it, hauling it or storing it,” he said. 
“You can come out, get on it and 
have fun.”

Owner Thomas Maione 
operates a boat in the calm 

waters of Cat Hollow.   

Briarcliff Marina
406 Sleat Drive, Briarcliff
264-2666
www.briarcliffmarina.com

BUSINESS

By Taylor Short

B
o

b
b

y 
Lo

ng
o

ri
a

B
o

b
b

y 
Lo

ng
o

ri
a

B
ee C

reek Rd. Sl
ea

t D
r.

Briarcliff Dr.
2322

Dr. Li-Tai Chuo, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicine

Dr. Claudia Legere, MD
Board Certi� ed, 

American Board of 
Family Medicinew w w. s t e i n e r r a n c h p r i m a r yc a r e . c o m

2900 N. Quinlan Park Rd, Ste 430
512-266-8877  |  Monday – Friday 8am-Noon and 1:30pm – 5pm

MEDICARE AND MOST 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Complete Physical Exams
• Well Woman Exams
• Immunizations
• School and Sports Physicals
• Acute and Chronic Disease 

Management
• Minor Injuries

New Patients Welcome!
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXCEPTIONAL PHYSICIANS, EXCEPTIONAL CARE!

620

N. Quinlan 
Park Rd.

Steiner 
Ranch Blvd.

STEINER 
RANCH 

PRIMARY 
CARE IS 

PROUD TO 
ANNOUNCE

THE ADDITION OF

 Dr. Li-Tai Chuo
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A lisa Laraway grew up in West Plano, 
where her parents run a dance stu-
dio and she began teaching dance 

at the age of 14. Since it is all she has ever 
known, she said it does not surprise her 
that she now has two dance studios—
Alisa’s Dance Academy in Westlake and 
Lakeway. 

“It was in my blood. It was what I was 
always meant to do,” Laraway said. 

In 1995, Laraway, along with her hus-
band and business partner, Brian, moved 
to Austin and began teaching at Dancers 
Workshop. When the owners, who still 
have a studio in North Austin, decided 
to sell their Westlake location, Laraway 
jumped at the chance to own a studio. She 
said she has since grown it to about three 
times its original size as well as bought 
another studio that was up for sale in Lake-
way about a year and-a-half ago. 

In addition to her studio, she added 
Dancer’s Closet, a retail shop selling dance-
related items, about nine years ago and is 
opening another in Lakeway in Liberty 
Center mid-April. 

“We decided to open the other store 
because the dancing community has really 
grown in Lakeway,” Laraway said. “We 
carry everything you need for dance—even 
ballroom and Zumba.”

Dancer’s Closet gained its name 
because it was originally just that—a 
small closet in the Westlake studio where 
she began keeping oft-needed items and 
selling them to her students. But when 
it began distracting to the studio, she 
decided to open a separate store that 
would cater not just to her students, but 

Shelley Hale (left) joined owner Alisa Laraway’s team as the store manager of Dancer’s Closet nine years ago. 

also to the dancing community at large. 
While Laraway stopped teaching dance 

classes about five years ago, she said the 
students are still what bring her the most 
joy from her business. 

“I still go in the studio, but having a 
regular teaching schedule became impos-
sible. I miss it, but sometimes I still step in 
and sub,” she said. 

The studio’s 20 teachers offer classes 
beginning at 2 years old through adults in 
beginning through advanced levels. 

In addition to traditional classes, such 
as jazz, tap and ballet, Alisa’s Dance 
Academy also offers contemporary and 
hip-hop classes.

“My goal has always been to teach quality 
instruction in a professional environment  
to inspire dancers to find their own motiva-
tion and love for dance,” Laraway said. 

She said growing up in her parents’ 
family-friendly studio led her to wanting 
the same. 

“I want there to always be a friendly face 
greeting all of our students in the studio. 
We have a lot of students and they’re all 
very important to us,” she said. 

Alisa’s Dance Academy
3267 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 139, Westlake
327-2150 

2009 RR 620 N., Ste. 420, Lakeway
266-7979	•	www.alisasdanceacademy.com

By Tiffany Young

Alisa’s Dance 
Academy 
Teaching classes in the 
Westlake area for 15 years
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Summer programs

Alisa’s Dance Academy is accepting students for its sum-
mer programs, which will run June 6 through  
Aug. 11 at both locations. There will also be a 2011 Ultimate 
Summer Dance Intensive Specialty Camp available to all 
dancers at intermediate or more advanced levels. Profes-
sional instructors from Los Angeles and New York will offer 
master classes in jazz, ballet, musical theater, hip-hop, lyri-
cal and modern styles and audition technique classes June 
13–17 and July 18–22 at the Westlake location.
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Bee Caves Rd.
General 

Williamson Dr.

Debba Dr.

MoPac

620

  Austin’s Top Board Certified 
Surgeons

  Specializing in both Inpatient and 
Outpatient Treatment

 #1 Joint Replacement Hospital 
   in Texas by Healthgrades 

  The Centre for Weight Loss Surgery 
for Bariatrics

  Austin Fertility Institute

  Competitively Priced Imaging 
Department 

  Private Scenic Balconies Attached to 
Each Over-sized Room

  Gourmet Chef and Culinary 
Team on Site

 Most Insurances Accepted

512.314.3800 
3003 Bee Caves Rd.,  Austin, TX 78746 
(1 mile west of MoPac)
www.austinsurgicalhospital.com 

Hospital

YOUR

Now With 

24/7 
URGENT 
C A R E 

in the 
Westlake Area

ER Doctors on Staff

Bee C aves Rd.

MopacWalsh 
Tarlton Ln.

s

For a Specialist Referral please call 
512.314.7125

Main Line

24/7 Emergency and Urgent Care • Imaging services (MRI’s, CT’s & Ultrasounds) 

Orthopedics, Joint Replacement and Spine • Wound Care & Hyperbaric • General Surgery 

Weight Loss & Bariatrics • Reproductive Endocrinology and Fertility Services
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DINING

Iron Cactus
Local restaurant reaches beyond the Capitol City

I ron Cactus owners Gary Manley and 
Mike Pottorf have been in business 
together since 1987. The brother-in-laws’ 

ventures include opening Pete’s Dueling 
Piano Bar—a piano bar in downtown Aus-
tin they sold in 1997—and selling Active-
wear clothing. 

The two opened their first Iron Cactus 
on Sixth Street in 1995, followed by a loca-
tion in northwest Austin in 1999. Their 
newest Central Texas location opened in 
the Hill Country Galleria in 2009. 

“Mike and I were always interested in 
the restaurant business. We’re interested in 
Mexican food, tequilas and margaritas and 
trying to put a different twist on a cuisine 
that everyone loves,” Manley said. 

Iron Cactus also has a location in Dal-
las and another at the River Walk in San 
Antonio, but Manley says the restaurant is 
still locally owned and not a chain. Manley 
lives in Southwest Austin and has lived in 
Austin nearly 40 years, while Portoff lives 
in Lakeway and has been in the area for 
about 25 years.

Last year, Iron Cactus headquarters 
were moved from Spicewood Road in 
Northwest Austin to the Hill Country Gal-
leria because of its close proximity to the 
owners’ homes and because they loved the 
Galleria’s concept, Manley said. 

“We were looking for another loca-
tion in this vicinity and we just loved 

the Galleria—the way the project came 
together, the location—and we thought the 
area would be good for the Iron Cactus,” 
Manley said.

While he said the Galleria’s bankruptcy 
in 2009 temporarily slowed business at that 
location, since many people believed the 
mall would shut down, business has turned 
around with the new Galleria owner.

“That hurt the development and growth 
of the Galleria. Throughout the bank-
ruptcy, there were obviously no new 
tenants being signed or moved in,” Manley 
said. “But now that there’s a new owner, 
things are moving forward and sales are 
increasing in the Galleria.”

Manley said its fresh, quality ingredients 
are what set the restaurant apart from oth-
ers in the area. 

“Everything is made in-house,” Manley 
said. “A lot of our dishes are not your tradi-
tional Tex-Mex dishes. We do a lot of fish, 
steak and chicken dishes. There’s a lot of 
interesting flair we put on dishes to make 
them unique.”

They do not have any locations under 
way, but are looking to expand to Fort 
Worth in the next year. 

Though all the restaurants have a differ-
ent look, they all have the same menu. In 
addition to its lunch and dinner menus, 
each location has a Sunday brunch: $13.95 
for adults and $7.95 for children. 

By Tiffany Young

Owner Gary Manley recommends the lobster tacos, 
$11.99, from Iron Cactus’ Tapas y Botanas menu.

The blood-orange margarita, $9.75, comes with a 
sprig of fresh mint and a slice of lemon.

Iron Cactus owners Gary Manley and Mike Pottorf opened the latest Central Texas location in 2009.

Happy Hour
Just in time to sit out on one of Iron 
Cactus’ patios while sipping a cold drink, 
the restaurant has released a new menu 
featuring fruity cocktails using fresh—not 
frozen—fruits, such as kiwis and bananas. 

The restaurants also have more than 110 
tequilas to choose from.

Iron Cactus was awarded best margarita for 
its “El Agave” by D Magazine in Dallas.

“Some of the things that we do that makes 
a difference is we only use fresh-squeezed 
lime juice in our margaritas and then we 
use agave nectar as our sweetener,” Owner 
Gary Manley said. “It’s an all-natural 
sweetener that really brings our the flavor of 
the tequila and the margarita.”

Owner recommendations
Owner Gary Manley found it difficult to give 
just one menu suggestion because, “there 
are so many good things on the menu it 
really depends on what you’re looking for,” 
he said. But pressed, he gives the following 
dishes as a place for first-time Iron Cactus 
visitors to try.

• Fish tacos
• Cancun tilapia
• Stuffed avocado with chicken
•	Pollo Relleno
•	Tournedos de Tejas
• Lobster tacos

Iron Cactus Mexican Grill and Margarita Bar
12912 Hill Country Blvd., Ste. F-255, Bee Cave
www.ironcactus.com	•	263-7636

Other locations 
North Austin
10001	Stonelake	Blvd.,	Austin	•	794-8778	
Downtown Austin
606	Trinity	St.,	Austin	•	472-9240	
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National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, discusses on March 15 how 
Twitter has been instrumental in business, social and political communication.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12081

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Andy Carvin
NPR’s social media strategist discusses Twitter, revolution
Compiled by kate Hull

Editor’s note: Coffee With Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, is the former 
director of the Digital Divide Network and has written extensively on education and 
technology for PBS.org. Carvin has more than 30,000 Twitter followers and spends about 
16 hours daily tweeting and communicating with a vast list of key individuals who are 
directly involved with many of the international stories he has helped break to the public 
before the national media began coverage. 

In March, Carvin discussed how using Twitter as a reporting tool to cultivate sources 
and develop connections has been a necessary platform for covering revolutions in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Libya and Bahrain.

How have communications such as Twitter 
played a role in the ... revolutions? 

Before Egypt happened, there was 
Tunisia. There had not been protests like 
that in Tunisia for 25 years because the 
government is so restrictive on freedom of 
assembly, and video was quickly posted on 
Youtube and Facebook. This is a country 
of 11 million people. About 35 percent are 
online. Two million of those 11 million are 
active on Facebook. It didn’t take long for 
videos to start making [their] way around.

Now I do not consider this a social 
media revolution. I think it is totally unfair 
to say that, even though it is clear that 
social media was used for so many things. 

How did you build these relationships with 
the people who follow you on Twitter? 

By building relationships—it is as simple 
as that. I always use Twitter as a conversa-
tion and not as a publishing mechanism. If 
I see someone on Twitter say ‘good morn-
ing’ I write back and say, ‘Good morning. 
What are you up to today?’ I have really 
worked hard to expand my Twitter base 
with people that have certain areas of 
expertise.

I have done a lot of work in online disas-
ter response and I have a lot of friends in 
crisis response. I also have a lot of human 
rights workers, reporters and news junkies 
following me that all help out ... .

How have you developed a means to verify 
information through ... Twitter? 

There is no reason for me to pretend that 
I know everything on a given topic because 
I think it is an absolute fact that my com-
munity knows a lot more about these 
subjects than I ever will. Give me a topic, 
and I will find people who know more and 
get them to share it with me. 

The economics of social media—not in 
the money sense but in terms of the trans-
actional relationships—it is all about the 
currency in generosity and reciprocity in 
the best sense of the word. I’ll help you and 
you can help me and in the long run, it will 
be good for all of us. 

What advice would you give local 
businesses and news organizations on 
how to engage their audience?

The advice I give to local NPR and PBS 
stations is to get yourself on Twitter and 
see whom you already know there. Ask 
publicly, ‘Who are the best Twitter folks 
in town and why are you following them?’ 
Also, ‘Which local businesses are using it?’ 
It is amazing at how many companies are 
seeing this as their way to reinvent the rela-
tionships they have with their public. And 
I use that over consumer because these 
people don’t just consume anymore. 
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Specializing in treating individuals with 

depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, 

substance use, and eating disorders.

www.daipsychiatry.com

Are you ready to

Office Hours Monday–Friday 9AM-5PM, Saturday appointments available, please call office

move forward?
Stephen Dai, M.D.  |  Adult Psychiatrist

4810 B Spicewood Springs Rd. | Austin, TX 78759 (512) 346-5796

SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY AT 8 AM 
SPACE AVAILABLE FOR CORPORATE LUNCHES 

AND DINNERS UPSTAIRS AT MARIPOSA BAR
MORE  INFO AT  MAUDIES.COM

www.LindaWelshRealty.com • info@LindaWelshRealty.com

AUCTION & REALTY

 Sunday, May 7th, Noon*

PREVIEW DATES 
Sundays April 10th, April 17th 
and May 1st from 2-5 PM and 

by appointment
Quali� ed buyers only please

Luxury Lake Travis waterfront home on deep water cove 
- previously listed for $5.5 million

18315 Lakeshore Blvd, Lago Vista, TX
*subject to prior sale    L Welsh TX Auc#15205

For more information visit  www.LindaWelshAuction.com  or  www.LagoLakeshore.com 512-263-1030
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NONPROFIT

By kate Hull

Leadership Austin 
Programs help build relationships, develop leadership skills

S ince 1979, Leadership Austin has united and 
developed civic leaders of various back-
grounds to help ensure the future of Austin by 

educating passionate individuals on how to play a 
bigger role in their communities.  

“The purpose of our nonprofit is to groom leaders 
from all over the community to take on differ-
ent kinds of leadership outside of their jobs,” said 
Heather McKissick, the CEO and president of Lead-
ership Austin. “We help connect them with what 
they feel most passionate about in the community, 
take that passion and turn it into action.”

With a focus on the core values of community 
trusteeship, inclusiveness, collaborative decision-
making and personal responsibility, the adult educa-
tion–based nonprofit explores important issues in 
the Austin community with leaders and potential-
leaders to foster positive change. 

Community members can participate in one of 
five programs offered through Leadership Aus-
tin—depending on their level of experience in the 
community—and build relationships and skills sets 
to grow as a professional in Austin. 

“Even though we don’t provide direct services, 
we are training the leaders of the organizations 
that do,” McKissick said. “Leadership Austin is a 
very high-leverage nonprofit because in one class, 
you have 55 of the top leaders in one place learning 

values, learning skills and building relationships 
with each other. The impact we are having on the 
community at large is exponential in that way and is 
very exciting for us.” 

The organization began as a class within the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce to help train 
community leaders. With an alumni group of more 
than 1,500 members, some of Austin’s most suc-
cessful business and civic leaders began at one of the 
programs. 

McKissick got her start at Leadership Austin as 
a volunteer in 1996 and after becoming impressed 
with the group, applied for the Essentials Program 
geared toward advanced Austin-area leaders. 

“Leadership Austin was my first experience with 
what it meant to be engaged and involved in the 
community in a larger way,” she said. “I didn’t know 
you could be intentional about cultivating a person’s 
passion and helping them find their way to make a 
difference in a specific area.” 

After additional years as a volunteer and a board 
member, McKissick took over as the president of the 
organization in 2007.

Individuals interested in joining one of the pro-
grams can visit the website for application details. 
The Experience Austin spring 2011 program begins 
in April, and interested applicants can find out more 
information or register online. 

Leadership Austin unites business and nonprofit leaders to build relationships and 
promote community engagement throughout the Central Texas area.

Heather McKissick says one of her 
favorite parts of the job is doing full time 
what she started doing as a volunteer. 
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Emerge:  A six-week program for 
young professionals

Essential: A year-long program 
for 55 individuals involved in the 
community 

Engage: A speaker series open to 
the public offering discussions on 
regional issues  

Experience Austin: The program 
gives people a hands-on look into 
the city 

Leadership Academy of Public 
Services: A program that helps 
people running for office plan and 
organize campaigns

Leadership Austin Programs

G
la

ss
 c

he
rr

ie
s

7”
-1

4”
 h

ei
gh

t

p r e s e n c e
w h e r e  t h e  u n u s u a l  i s  u s u a l

3300 Bee Cave Road  Suite 700   •   Austin, Texas 78746   •   512.363.2938
austinpresence@sbcglobal.net   •   www.austinpresence.com

(512) 992.2822
www.rigbyadvanceddental.com

We accept most dental insurances!
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  This map shows 
how few paved 
roads and populated 
neighborhoods there 
were in Lakeway by 
the 1960s, when the 
city was formed. 

Lakeway approaching 50-year anniversary
Map directory and documents show the city’s history since the 1960s

An illustrated map directory to Lake 
Travis for 1966–67 described the area as 
the following:

“High in the beautiful hills near Austin, 
the capital city of Texas, Lake Travis is the 
Southwest’s most desirable and spacious 
playground. The deep, clean waters, a 
cooling breeze and a lake extending for  
65 miles provide an ideal setting for fish-
ing, boating, swimming, water skiing, 
skin diving and other sports and recre-
ation. Please visit Lake Travis soon. Come 
for a weekend, a vacation, a lifetime. You 
will be mightily welcome. Lake Travis 
Improvement Association. Organized in 
1947. Emergencies: Call Lake Travis Boat 
and Motor Patrol, Sheriff’s Office, Green-
wood 2-9285, Austin.”

The map of nearly 50 years ago com-
pared with a map of today shows that it 
did not take long for the secret to get out, 
as thousands of people have chosen to 
make the “visit” for a lifetime in Lakeway.

The comparison also shows that Old 
Lakeway was initially developed west of 
what is now Lohman’s Crossing Road at 
the intersection of Hurst Creek Road and 
north of what is now Lakeway Boule-
vard, formerly named World of Tennis 
Boulevard when it was extended to RR 
620 in the later phases of development of 
Lakeway.

The main paved roads were Lohman’s 
Ford Road, Hurst Creek Road, and 
Lakeway Boulevard (now Lakeway Drive). 
Lohman’s Ford Road, shown extending to 
Lake Travis as an unpaved road, was the 
original road that led to Lohman’s Ford 
by crossing the Colorado River just north 
of the Lakeway Inn (later named Chal-
lenger). 

When comparing the map from the 
mid-1960s to a current map of Lakeway, 
it appears the only other paved roads in 
Lakeway circa 1965 were Porpoise, Sun-
fish, Bermuda, Sailfish, Dragon, Cutlass 
and Highlander.

When the concept of Lakeway began in 
1962, there were no telephone utilities in 
the immediate area. Those locations with 
telephones had numbers preceded with 
two letters followed by five numbers such 
as GR 2-9285. After the first pay tele-
phone was installed in late 1962 at what 
is now the southeast corner of Lakeway 
Boulevard and Lohman’s Crossing Road, 
subsequent residential telephone numbers 
were assigned as AN 3-XXXX.

A historic marker has been embedded 
in a large boulder at the site to memorial-
ize the first telephone in Lakeway.

According to the first official telephone 
book of Lakeway dated August 1971, there 
were approximately 275 families living 
on new streets named Finn, Wee Scot, 

HISTORY

By Lewis H. Carlson

Lakeway roads and neighborhoods—50 years ago and today

Then

Now

Mariner, Comet, Corinthian, Challenger, 
Electra, Eagle, Vanguard, Tartan, Gannet, 
Atlantic, Star, Capri, Seawind, Malabar, 
Snapper, Zephyr, Biscayne and Teal. By 
that year, telephone numbers were assigned 
as 263-XXXX. Although Lakeway was 
known mostly for its Lakeway Inn and a 
small residential and recreational/retire-
ment community west of Lohman’s Ford 
Road and north of Lakeway Boulevard, 
people were becoming attracted to the area 
to live.

Although the roads were unpaved at 
the time, an area known as Hidden Hills 
in the Bee Creek area was gaining in 
population. What is now known as Clara 
Van Road, leading to Hurst Harbor, was 
an unpaved road called Round Mountain 
Drive at an intersection called Scenic 
Loop, or RR 620—directly adjacent to 
virtually the only residential development 
along RR 620 at the time, called Cardinal 
Hills Estates. According to the map, there 
were virtually no developments south of 
the lake shore beyond Lakeway, with none 
between RR 620 and Lohman’s Ford Road 
north of Hwy. 71, nor in the Bee Cave 

area.
By 1965, the first nine holes of golf 

opened at the Live Oak golf course, the 
Lakeway Inn was expanding due to its 
popularity, and in 1966 mail delivery 
began in Lakeway using rural route and 
box numbers (Rt. 7 Box XXX).

While much of the history of Lake-
way has been documented in the late 
Byron Varner’s book, “Lakeway—The 
First 25 Years,” first published in 1988 
and reprinted in 2007, a second book on 
Lakeway history is in its final stages for 
publishing to celebrate Lakeway’s Golden 
Anniversary in 2013.

Further information about the history 
of Lakeway, the upcoming anniversary or 
obtaining either of the books is available 
through the Lakeway Heritage Center, 
located on the corner of Lohman’s Cross-
ing Road and Hurst Creek Road in Lake-
way. Mail queries should be sent to 1102 
Lohman’s Crossing Road, Lakeway TX 
78734; email history@lakeway-tx.gov or call 
608-9533.
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  This modern-day 
planning and zoning 
map for Lakeway 
shows a more 
populated area than 
the ’60s map, with 
new neighborhoods 
and paved roads. 
Since incorporated 
in 1974, the city has 
added developments 
within its limits.

The variations of 
yellow, orange and 
brown areas show 
residential, with 
green showing parks. 
The red and pink 
show business areas.
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Oasis, Texas, development Compiled by Phyllis Campos
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Beau Theriot, owner of The Oasis 
restaurant, opened the lakeside eatery 
as a “burger place” in 1982. 

Restoration
After a fire on June 1, 2005, demolished 

the majority of the structure, Theriot set 
out to build a “bigger, better” version of 
his vision. 

He planned to accommodate a variety 
of events, such as corporate gatherings, 
weddings and birthday parties. Inspired 
by various venues around the world, 
Theriot envisioned a village atmosphere 
around The Oasis to make it a destination 
for a variety of dining experiences, live 
music, shopping, lodging and living.

Oasis, Texas, is about 50 percent 
complete, as a result of a partnership, 
with Theriot owning 60 percent of the 
development—and  developers, Bob 
Schultz and Rob Axelson, of Houston, 
owning the rest.

Preservation
Theriot originally purchased 500 

acres of land on the site, but donated 350 

acres to be designated as a bird preserve. 
The remaining 150 acres was zoned for 
development. 

Dining
Two restaurants, Uncle Billy’s Bar-B-Q 

and Brew and Soleil opened in the fall of 
last year. A three-story parking garage 
and adjacent five-story office building 
have also been added. 

The next phase, a two-story shopping 
village with space for 35 “Texas-centric” 
retail stores, will open this spring. 

Living
Also planned is an 18-unit condomin-

ium project, Canyon Palms Condomini-
ums—set to break ground soon—and a 
60-room lodge, which is in the develop-
ment stage. Theriot says the lodge will not 
be a luxury hotel, but rather an affordable 
retreat for friends and families to visit the 
area. The partners would like to add an 
additional “unbranded” mid-scale hotel 
across the street on Comanche Trail, 
equipped with a pool, parking and less 
than 100 rooms.

With more than 28 bands booked in 
April, The Oasis provides live music often 
to its customers. 

Hiring
Mo Lasater, general manager of The 

Oasis, says the restaurant is hiring 

for several position as its busy season 
arrives. 

“Volume is up. We have a new staff 
of chefs, a wine list, new menu items … 
the culinary is better than ever now,” 
Lasater said. “We’re excited to see 
people come back to The Oasis.”

Beau Theriot (second from left) stands with his partners for Oasis,Texas, Bob Schultz, Rob Axelson and 
Rick Engels.
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Restaurants

1   The Oasis was originally planned as a 
beer garden and hamburger joint. Over the 
years, however, it has expanded to serve a 
variety of foods, such as Tex-Mex, seafood 
and sandwiches. www.oasis-austin.com

2   Soleil opened Nov. 15 at The Oasis, 
Texas, development at 6550 Comanche 
Trail, Ste. 101-B. The restaurant offers 
Mediterranean food with an extensive 
wine, grappa and cocktail menu, led by 
Houston chef Robert Del Grande, who 
also owns RDG + Bar Annie, Taco Milagro, 
Cafe Express, Rio Ranch and The Grove. 
266-0600, www.soleilaustin.com

3   Uncle Billy’s Brew & Cue opened 
its second location at the Oasis, Texas, 
development in Four Points at 6550 
Comanche Trail, Unit B, Ste. 201. The 
restaurant serves barbecue, hot wings and 
chicken in addition to specially brewed 
beers. Waffles are served Saturday and 
Sunday. 266-0111,  
www.unclebillysaustin.com

1

2

3

  The two-story shopping village, 
almost complete, will feature mostly 
retail boutiques, ranging in size from 700 
square feet to 1,300 square feet. 

Owner Beau Theriot (left) and Oasis, 
Texas, partner Rob Axelson survey the 
day’s work. 

With architecture inspired by a 
Mediterranean Village, the entrance to 
Oasis, Texas, will soon offer many ways 
to spend a day at Lake Travis.  

For information on retail and office space, 
contact:
Mark Goldman 
922-0938 
mark@oasistx.com

Shopping village construction
Keeping the equestrian sport 

fun and affordable
Affordable 
equestrian apparel, 

stable supplies 
and so much more.

rt rt 
fun and affordable
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Dr. Josh Sanders
is part of the o�  cial 
chiropractic and 
performance team for 
USA Olympic Weight-
lifting, Wrestling, Judo 
and Martial Arts.

$49 SPECIAL!
Mention or present this coupon and 
receive a full in-depth consultation, 

complete examination, state-of-
the-art digital postural x-rays and a 

Doctor’s report on all � ndings. 
Value of $310. Expires 4/22/11.

• Same day 
   appointments
• Healthy results
• Diet & nutritional plans

www.tlcandwellness.com
3600 N Capital of Texas Hwy, Bldg A - Ste 160

• Corrective care
• A� ordable plans
• We accept all 
   insurance
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REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Central Austin Mike 
McLendon and John Nelson 
are the executive producers of 
the newly developed Dinner 
Detective, an interactive mur-
der mystery dinner show. The 
show is held at the Courtyard 
Marriott Hotel, 300 E. Fourth 
St., and tickets are $59.95 per 
person and include dinner, bev-
erages, admission to the show 
and prizes for top sleuth.  
www.thedinnerdetective.com

Central Austin  The Seton 
Family of Hospitals opened 
Austin CyberKnife on March 7 
at the UMC Brackenridge cam-
pus, 1400 N. I-35. CyberKnife 
is used primarily to treat brain 
tumors and reach tumors in 
other parts of the body, includ-
ing the lungs, pancreas and 
spine. 324-8060,  
www.austincyberknife.com

Southwest Austin In Janu-
ary, owner Adi Bereshkozsky 
opened Doors4Home. Located 
at 5446 W. Hwy. 290, the store 
sells a large selection of exterior 
and interior wooden doors and 
unique home products.  
294-2747,  
www.doors4home.com

Southwest Austin Austin 
Evolve Personal Fitness and 
Gym, owned by Adam Lane, 
opened in February at 5716 
W. Hwy. 290 in the Oak Acres 
Shopping Center and offers 
personal fitness training and 
classes. 358-8433

In the News
Central Austin The Sarah 
and Ernest Butler School of 
Music at The University of 
Texas announced plans to 
build a $20 million commu-
nity music academy in East 
Austin. The proposal received 
approval from the UT system’s 
board of regents on Feb. 18. The 
60,000-square-foot building 
will house the String Project. 
www.music.utexas.edu

Central Austin Continental 
Airlines now offers nonstop 
service from Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport to Can-
cún, Mexico.  
www.continental.com

2011: A year of change at AMOA 
Central Austin For site 
director Judith Sims, a 37-year 
employee of the Austin Museum 
of Art, there is no art organiza-
tion that offers what AMOA can 
to the Austin community.

“I think, with AMOA having 
[Laguna Gloria], an art school, a 
historic site and such a beauti-
ful, natural site with outdoor 
sculptures, that is something no 
one else has,” Sims said.

It is partially for that rea-
son that AMOA announced 
in February it would close its 
downtown Austin location, at 
823 Congress Ave., to reorganize 
and refocus its efforts at Laguna 
Gloria. But while that space 
will close, AMOA will continue 
to search for a new location in 
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Proposed community center site plan

The official site plan for Dream City was submitted to the city Jan. 12 and 
then rejected Feb. 9 due to questions on zoning specifications. 
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Central Austin that will serve as 
an urban counterpart to Laguna 
Gloria in West Austin.

The museum’s lease on its 
downtown space is set to expire 
Oct. 31. But, according to Lynn 
Sherman, president of AMOA’s 
board of trustees, having one less 
AMOA location is only a tempo-
rary issue.

“We are in the process of look-
ing at other space in the Central 
Austin area to curate out of,” 
Sherman said. “We are looking 
at a bigger area—not just down-
town—that would go farther 
down South Congress, east of 
I-35. Probably the farthest north 
we would go is MLK.”
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky at  
more.impactnews.com/11938 

Top stories

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Southwest Austin  For two 
years, all that has stood on the 
vacant lot south of Hwy. 71 near 
Covered Bridge Road was a large 
green sign reading, “Dream City, 
a place where dreamers gather.”

Dream City, a proposed 11-acre 
community center on 53 acres 
owned by Promiseland West 
Bible Church, may soon be a 
reality.

Workers will break ground 
once the City of Austin approves 
the site plan. On Feb. 9, the city 
rejected a plan that the church 

Central Austin  The amphibi-
ous vehicles at Austin Duck 
Adventures tour the streets and 
Lake Austin 14 to 17 times per 
week, giving tourists and locals 
alike a land and lake history les-
son of the city.

It was this opportunity that 
Paul Mahler envisioned when 
he founded the tour company in 
1999 with a group of friends as 
investors. Friend Michael Danks 
is the operations manager and 
part owner.

Mahler previously worked for 
the Fowler family at Lake Austin 

Southwest Austin  The own-
ers of Madam Mam’s Noodle 
and More, a decade-old Austin 
institution, combined the skills 
of a Thai cook and the business 
sense of a retail veteran to create a 
series of successful restaurants.
The husband and wife duo now 
operate three locations, working 
to maintain consistency in flavors 
and friendly customer service to 
their loyal customers.

“We’re pretty serious about 
our cooking and the way we do 
things,” owner Sap Apisaksiri 
said. “We try to make it more 
affordable with the best ingredi-
ents that are available to us.”

The restaurant chain began 

submitted, but Promiseland West 
has until July 5 to address staff 
report questions.

Dream City would include a 
worship center, auditorium and 
amphitheater and is intended to 
serve nearby communities. Some 
neighbors have raised concerns 
about usage and noise.

The project is the brainchild of 
Pastor Randy Phillips, an Austin 
minister and member of Chris-
tian band Phillips, Craig and 
Dean. Phillips’ vision has been in 
the making since he first decided 
to open a church in Southwest 
Austin six years ago.
Full story by Kate Hull  at  
more.impactnews.com/12012

Dream City project 
moving forward, says 
Promiseland West  

Austin Duck 
Adventures: Keeping 
locals, tourists 
quacking since 1999 

Madam Mam’s Noodle and More: Authentic Thai 
recipes draw local regulars to its three locations 

Business profile Dining

Riverboats, and after riding the 
duck vehicles in Boston, Mahler 
wanted to bring the experience to 
Austin.

“It’s a fun way to learn about 
Austin and its history,” he said.
Full story by Amy Deis at  
more.impactnews.com/11927    

with the reunion of Sap and 
Chatfuang Apisaksiri, or “Mam” 
as she is known by friends. The 
high school sweethearts were 
separated when Sap moved from 
Bangkok, Thailand, to Austin to 
study chemical engineering at 
The University of Texas.
Full story by Taylor Short at  
more.impactnews.com/12006 
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REAL ESTATE

Steiner Ranch
Travis County–78732

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Taylor Morrison, Newmark, Plantation, 
Drees Custom Homes, Monterrey and more

Number of homes: 1,477

Square footage: 1,534–12,444

Home values: $201,436–$2,898,114

HOA dues (estimated): $1,000–$1,800 
annually

Amenities: Private golf club, jogging/biking 
path, community pool, sports court, tennis 
courts, lake priveleges, parks

Nearby attractions: Lake Travis, The Oasis, 
Four Points

Property taxes:

Travis County 0.4658 
WCID No. 17  0.0600 
Travis County Healtchare District 0.0719 
WCID No. 17 Steiner Ranch  0.5248 
Travis County ESD No. 6  0.1000 
Austin Community College District  0.0951 
Leander ISD  1.4548 
Total (per $100 value) 2.7724

Schools:

Leander Independent School District  
204 W. South St., Leander, 78646 
www.leanderisd.org

•	 Steiner Ranch Elementary School
•	 Canyon Ridge Middle School
•	 Vandegrift High School

2416 University Club Drive $1.35 million
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 5,496 sq. ft.
Agent: Julie Woche
470-4663

400 Dawn River Cove $1.25 million
5 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath 4,750 sq. ft.
Agent: Chuck Jenner
502-7844

424 Dawn River Cove $994,900
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,274 sq. ft.
Agent: Jacqueline Holtzman
736-7653

11800 Ranchview Court $915,000
5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 4,400 sq. ft.
Agent: John Prell
444-8778

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

87 35 83

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

289 1,589/7,746 $147,695/$2,583,900

On the market  (As of March 28, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (March 28, 2010–March 28, 2011)
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313 Nautilus $319,000 

Market Data provided by  
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com

ZIP code guide

78726 Four Points
78730 River Place
78732 Steiner Ranch
78733 Bee Caves Road area
78734 Lakeway
78735 Barton Creek
78738 Bee Cave
78746 West Lake Hills/Rollingwood

1200 Tamranae Court $1.1 million

202 Sunrise Ridge Cove  $369,000

5000 Mission Oaks   $329,000  

Property Listings
ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78746 Austin Beecave Woods 3112 Honey Tree 4br/3ba  $599,000  2,717 Mary Briggle 658-8705 Moreland Properties

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 3400 Riva Ridge 5br/4ba  $725,000  4,169 Christina Harmon 417-5234 Coldwell Banker United

78746 Austin Davenport Ranch 3603 Needles Drive 4br/3ba  $595,000  2,712 Carmen Erthal 587-4687 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Davenport West 3845 Hunterwood Point 5br/4ba  $1.95 million  5,469 Fred Meyers 517-2300 Austin City Living

78746 Austin Enclave Villas Condo 1910 Rue De St. Tropez 3br/2ba  $692,500  3,248 David Haynes 844-0940 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin
Summit at West Rim  
on Mount Larson

1710 Mount Larson Road 2br/4ba  $1.8 million  5,516 Roya Johnson 472-1000 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Treemont 1200 Tamranae Court 4br/5ba  $1.1 million  4,649 Marybeth Hubenak 431-3179 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Wallingwood 2712 Bartons Bluff  Lane 5br/3ba  $744,900  3,731 Dee Shultz 330-1031 Keller Williams Realty

78746 Austin Westview on Lake Austin 3101 Crowheart Cove 4br/3ba  $829,000  4,050 Sharon Smith 914-1217 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 Austin Wild Basin Condo 1703 Wild Basin Lodge 3br/2ba  $340,000  1,377 Ryan Saul 284-2204 Avalar Austin

78746 West Lake Hills Las Lomas 106 Las Lomas Court 4br/4ba  $1.2 million  4,037 Debbie Harmon 422-1583 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78746 West Lake Hills Wildcat 1626 Westlake Drive 4br/3ba  $575,000  2,970 Jeanne White 751-7582 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78738 Austin Belvedere 8125 Magnolia Ridge 4br/4ba  $1.2 million  3,700 Barbara Bradley 576-9332 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Belvedere 8401 Bellancia 5br/4ba  $1.2 million  5,082 Abby Mureen 826-4041 Private Label Realty

78738 Austin Belvedere 8304 Verde Mesa 5br/5ba  $1.7 million  6,674 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Cypress Ridge - Rough Hollow 301 Tavish 4br/3ba  $370,375  2,880 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Enclave at Alta Vista 202 Sunrise Ridge Cove 3br/3ba  $369,000  2,716 Bryan Maki 470-1572 Sisu Realty & Associates

78738 Austin Flintrock at Hurst Creek 104 Golden Bear Cove 5br/4ba  $925,000  4,880 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78738 Austin Flintrock at Hurst Creek 507 Black Wolf Run 4br/3ba  $598,000  3,078 Kay DaSilva 426-1599 Avalar Austin

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 4 Daybreak Cove 4br/3ba  $479,900  3,128 Thomas Williamson 731-4649 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Hills Lakeway 2 Hightrail Way 4br/3ba  $439,000  3,010 Joan Bockenkamp 799-2907 Capital City Sothebys

78738 Austin Meadowfox Estates 14525 Hamilton Pool Road 3br/3ba  $2.4 million  3,735 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78738 Austin Villas at Spanish Oaks 5729 Krause Lane 4br/4ba  $1.4 million  6,294 Shannon Schmitz 426-9069 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78738 Lakeway
Cypress Ridge at Rough 
Hollow

205 Wester Ross Lane 4br/3ba  $378,520  3,129 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78738 Lakeway Lakeway 313 Nautilus 4br/2ba  $319,000  3,512 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

78738 Lakeway Lakeway 110 Schooner Drive 4br/4ba  $489,900  3,678 April Womack 970-1031 Moreland Properties

78738 Lakeway Lakeway World Tennis Condo 134 World of Tennis 4br/4ba  $189,000  2,272 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78735 Austin Barton Creek 8533 Calera Drive 3br/3ba  $1.6 million  4,694 Stephanie Nick 426-9183 Capital City Sothebys

78735 Austin Barton Creek 8809 Calera Drive 5br/4ba  $2.2 million  5,752 Carole Martin 633-5154 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Courtyard At Gaines Ranch 4014 Gaines Court 3br/2ba  $425,000  2,193 Megan Moran 633-8357 Moreland Properties

78735 Austin Estates Above Lost Creek 3500 Winding Creek Drive 5br/3ba  $969,000  4,593 Donna Bryant 801-2657 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Governors Hill Condo 2300 Barton Creek 4br/3ba  $779,000  3,595 Eve Kush 330-0340 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Lantana 7812 Tusman 4br/3ba  $398,500  3,596 Barbara Bittner 431-6027 Coldwell Banker United

78735 Austin Parke at Travis Country Condo 5000 Mission Oaks 3br/2ba  $329,000  2,756 Susan Dudley 497-6332 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78735 Austin Regents 6013 Cervinus 5br/4ba  $1.2 million  7,625 Bryan Webb 415-7379 Keller Williams Realty

78735 Austin Village Park at Travis Country 4205 Sun Spirit 4br/3ba  $439,000  2,782 Sally Lee 415-0026 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78734 Austin Apache Shores 3000 Spotted Wolf Trail 3br/2ba  $332,500  2,298 Danci Roberts 912-6212 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

Market Data Lake Travis/Westlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/average days on market

78726 78730 78732 78733 78734 78735 78738 78746

Less than $149,000 - 3/186 2/41 3/69 10/109 2/26 - -

$150,000–$199,999 - 34/12 2/4 1/125 23/172 8/37 1/30 7/120

$200,000–$299,999 14/47 21/162 18/124 6/40 59/117 12/117 9/92 5/48

$300,000–$499,999 10/41 3/391 19/130 6/127 49/132 28/63 24/130 7/164

$500,000–$599,999 - 10/119 11/69 4/72 34/240 8/116 52/113 10/77

$600,000–$699,999 1/72 7/102 16/77 3/165 27/131 3/94 34/83 12/86

$700,000–$799,999 2/26 19/125 29/82 11/82 26/173 12/84 23/110 25/99

$800,000–$999,999 1/24 13/136 8/87 4/54 14/175 9/115 18/179 19/123

$1 million + - 24/144 20/179 26/188 53/238 27/87 37/158 74/162

Month

Number sold/Median price

78726 78730 78732 78733

February 2010 5/$278,500 14/$616,000 14/$393,900 3/$464,000

February 2011 5/$343,000 6/$496,250 19/$274,000 5/$470,000

Month

Number sold/Median price

78734 78735 78738 78746

February 2010 21/$270,000 7/$375,000 20/$405,000 21/$538,700

February 2011 20/$277,750 17/$328,000 18/$419,000 29/$527,400

On the market  (Feb. 1–28) Monthly home sales (Feb. 1–28)
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

108 Cheerful Court  $295,000 

1019 Merlene $539,900  

3224 Burks Lane  $285,000   

11203 RR 2222  $149,900

108 Flying Scot  $1.4 million  

2915 Chisholm Trail  $124,950

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12209

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 03/11/11 and 03/24/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP 
code

City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78735 Austin Village Park at Travis Country
4800 Comanche Creek 
Drive

3br/2ba  $289,000  1,812 Ann Lockwood 327-6169 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Austin Apache Shores 2915 Chisholm Trail 2br/1ba  $124,950  852 Glenn Newton 345-5137 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78734 Austin Cardinal Hills 15010 Robin Court 3br/2ba  $349,000  2,657 Peg Braxton 263-6700 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Austin Cook Gerald 17201 Rocky Ridge 4br/3ba  $525,000  3,406 Jean Phillips 924-0175 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Costa Bella 217 Bella Riva 7br/7ba  $5.4 million  9,410 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78734 Austin Lakeland Hills Lakeside 5901 Lakeside Trail 2br/2ba  $349,500  1,348 Lou Cartwright 381-8869 Avalar Austin

78734 Lakeway Coves at Lakeway 301 Brooks Hollow 5br/5ba  $2.15 million  6,064 Susan Conti 750-9965 Coldwell Banker United

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 538 Ladin Lane 5br/3ba  $925,000  4,162 Mary Hickey 796-4245 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 108 Flying Scot 5br/4ba  $1.4 million  4,427 Kay DaSilva 426-1599 Avalar Austin

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 102 Triton Court 3br/2ba  $319,000  2,244 Diana Thomas 970-4489 Capital City Sothebys

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 108 Crest View  Drive 4br/4ba  $629,000  4,139 Tracy Torres 694-0174 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 104 Orion St. 3br/2ba  $209,000  1,770 Angela Groves 422-8271 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 103 Rupen 4br/2ba  $345,000  2,610 Sylvia Sims 565-5834 e-Executive Realty

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 116 Hurst Creek Road 3br/2ba  $249,900  1,828 Jaymes Willoughby 347-9599 Keller Williams Realty

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 308 Timpanagos 3br/2ba  $395,000  2,679 Russell Eitel 633-1758 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78734 Lakeway Lakeway 108 Cheerful Court 4br/2ba  $295,000  2,412 Elaine Garner 261-4422 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Cebar Ranch Lakeview Acres 3124 Edgewater Drive 3br/2ba  $1.2 million  1,468 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78733 Austin Rob Roy on Lake 105 Lowell Lane 5br/4ba  $959,000  4,360 Naila Ismail 422-4653 Private Label Realty

78733 Austin Senna Hills 1700 Lemon Mint 5br/4ba  $647,000  3,632 Jan Moreland 694-0494 Moreland Properties

78733 Austin Senna Hills 10620 Senna Hills 4br/4ba  $889,000  4,722 Martha Medina 470-0712 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78733 Austin Seven Oaks 416 Brandon  Way 4br/4ba  $1.4 million  5,200 Edward Askelson 656-2542 Prudential Texas Realty

78732 Austin Beverly Ridge Condo 12424 Beverly Villas Court 4br/3ba  $719,000  3,163 Jenny Palmieri 560-6104 Moreland Properties

78732 Austin Comanche Canyon Ranch 13100 Luna Montana N. 3br/3ba  $1.1 million  4,212 Polly Clarke 658-6389 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78732 Austin River Ridge 1019 Merlene 4br/3ba  $539,900  3,903 Ryan Rogers 413-9456 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12113 Montclair Pass 4br/3ba  $395,990  2,900 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12213 Montclair Pass 4br/3ba  $389,990  2,900 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12305 Edenvale Pass 4br/3ba  $411,230  3,350 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12313 Edenvale Pass 4br/3ba  $422,186  3,340 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch - River Dance 12320 Edenvale Pass 6br/4ba  $438,641  3,550 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3224 Burks Lane 3br/2ba  $285,000  2,142 Sherry Ellenbogen 294-4488 Sellstate Classic Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3124 Burks Lane 4br/2ba  $265,000  1,921 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2616 Rio Mesa Drive 5br/4ba  $533,900  4,208 Kimberly Russell 698-2532 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 2104 Rio Mesa Drive 4br/3ba  $449,000  3,574 Nancy LaBarbiera 964-3893 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12528 Rush Creek 3br/2ba  $324,000  2,909 Thomas Shelby 439-7600 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12517 Rush Creek Lane 4br/3ba  $384,400  3,226 Tosca Gruber 789-5253 Coldwell Banker United

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11609 Pelican Bay Cove 4br/3ba  $824,000  4,921 Jasper Augustine 744-4172 RE/MAX Capital City II

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11805 Granite Bay 5br/4ba  $875,000  3,993 Derrick Jones 657-8225 Austin City Living

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 11500 Shadestone Terrace 4br/3ba  $499,000  2,992 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 12809 Little Dipper 4br/3ba  $449,000  3,681 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78732 Austin Steiner Ranch 3112 Grimes Ranch Road 3br/2ba  $270,000  2,187 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78730 Austin Alicante Condo Townhomes 11203 RR 2222 2br/2ba  $149,900  1,251 Derrick Jones 657-8225 Austin City Living

78730 Austin Long Canyon 8306 Long Canyon Drive 3br/3ba  $569,000  1,978 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78730 Austin River Place 10029 Planters Woods 5br/4ba  $449,900  3,206 Arthur Jistel 771-1404 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 5005 Bluffton Cove 4br/3ba  $409,000  3,518 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78730 Austin River Place 3904 River Place Blvd. 5br/3ba  $750,000  4,276 Paula Greenfield 925-9225 Coldwell Banker United

78730 Austin Spillman J 2005 Manana St. 3br/3ba  $1.5 million  3,501 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties
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NewHomes and Communities

Taylor Morrison, Steiner Ranch  
– A Winning Combination
T aylor Morrison brings luxury living 

to the majestic beauty of Steiner 
Ranch with its six breath-taking com-
munities.Emerald Ridge, Fairways, Laurel 
Canyon, Mediterra, Palisades and Shade-
stone Villas range in price from the $260s 
to over $500,000 and offer beautiful hill 
country views.

 “We take great care in designing and 
planning out features, amenities and 
landscapes to make our properties stand 
out,” explains Jeff Hudson, vice president 
of Sales and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the existing views 
and design our land plan around it.”

Taylor Morrison offers unique and vibrant 
floor plans for buyers in every stage of life, 

from first-time buyers to empty-nesters. 
Their newest community, Fairways at 

Steiner Ranch, is located on The Univer-
sity of Texas Golf Course and features 
home sites along the third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth and holes of the award-winning 
course. Homes at the Fairways start at 
$260 and range in size from 1,841 to 
2,745 sq. ft. Floor plans feature three to 
four bedrooms and two- to three-car 
garages.

One of Steiner Ranch’s most attractive 
features is access to outstanding Leander 
ISD schools. Residents also can enjoy 
manicured hike and bike trails and access 
to the Bella Mar community center, which 
features a pool, playscape, soccer fields, 

baseball diamond, picnic area and tennis 
courts. And of course, nearby Lake Austin 
provides hours of recreational fun.

With dedicated green space surrounding 
much of the development, and plentiful 
views of the scenic rolling terrain avail-
able from many home sites, Steiner Ranch 
delivers the very best of laid back, yet 
luxurious Austin living. 

And now, Taylor Morrison is giving 
everyone the chance to win the home 
of their dreams. Enter the Dream Home 
Giveaway contest between by June 30, 
2011, and you could win a single-family 
home in any of Taylor Morrison’s commu-
nities in the U.S. Tell a friend and you could 
win other prizes. Already buying a Taylor 
Morrison home? Enter the contest and 
win $5,000 in designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Morrison, 
and to enter their Dream Home Give-
away, visit taylormorrison.com.
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One of Taylor Morrison’s more popular floor plans – the Sorrento – is available at Steiner Ranch.

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000
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Dream Home Giveaway
From the mid $180s to the $600s

Taylor Morrison’s

Taylor Morrison is proud to offer you another chance of 
winning the home of your dreams. We are excited to 
announce the 2011 Dream Home Giveaway. Start imagining 
yourself now in your new Taylor Morrison Dream Home; 
designed and built exactly the way you want it.

Taylor Morrison communities are located in Brodie 
Springs, Falconhead West, Senna Hills, four Crystal Falls 
communities and six communities within Steiner Ranch.

To enter to win the Dream Home, go to 
BringtheDreamHome.com
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1  BRODIE spRInGs
512-292-6186

2  FALCOnHEAD WEsT
512-263-5196

3  sTEInER RAnCH
512-227-5746

4  sEnnA HILLs
512-263-2655

5  CRysTAL FALLs
512-260-0718

  DEsIGn sTuDIO
512-821-2245

taylormorrison.com

*Limit of one voucher per transaction, which must be presented at time of contract. Valid only on newly executed purchase agreements entered into between January 17, 2011 and June 30, 2011. This offer can be changed 
or cancelled at any time. Coupons are not valid on sales offers beyond the community incentive. Designer options may vary per community and/or division. see sales associate for complete details and restrictions. © 
January, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Bring this coupon in for $5,000  in design options*
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NewHomes and Communities
Jimmy Jacobs Features Custom Home 
Communities Throughout Austin

J immy Jacobs Custom Homes’ 
presents a unique offering of 

communities for Austin area residents, 
featuring expansive homesites, ample 
amenities and a convenient commute.  
Jimmy Jacobs’ newest community Villa 
Montana has stunning views of Lake 
Travis and encompasses four-hundred 
acres of nature preserve.  Also recently 
released, the Preserve is a nature-
inspired residential community between 
Georgetown and Leander, with acres 
of secluded native landscape.  The 
Preserve belongs in the award-winning 
Leander ISD and positioned near the 
future site of the 525-acre Garey Park.  
Like the Preserve, two wooded 

custom home communities in George-
town, Shady Oaks Estates and Wood-
land Park offer residents acre plus 

homesites.  Their prime locations boast 
low taxes, elite schools, renowned 
shopping and medical facilities.  For 
residents looking for amenities, Berry 
Creek Country Club Community sits 
on the highly acclaimed Arnold Palmer 
Golf Course.  It features a country club 
with lighted tennis courts, an Olympic-
style swimming pool and recreation for 
the entire family.  Jimmy Jacobs offers 
their active adult residents a private but 
close-knit community Heritage Oaks in 
Georgetown with custom homes, mini-
mum maintenance lots and a clubhouse 
for community activities.
Jimmy Jacobs can also build homes 

throughout Austin area and beyond 
with their build on your lot program.  
For more information, visit www.jacob-
shomes.com. 

Buy this…

get this…

give this…
Up to a $25,000

Decorator allowance

celeBratInG 25 YearS oF 
enHancInG lIVeS In aUStIn!

Enhancing lives in Austin for 25 years.

o celebrate 25 years in Austin we are:

Giving you up to a $25,000 Decorator Allowance 

And each David Weekley home we sell and close allows 

$2,500 in construction costs to be contributed toward 

a Habitat for Humanity® home – we’re hoping you’ll 

help us build a minimum of three in 2011.

T

Models Open Daily
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Sunday Noon - 7 p.m.
Model Home Center Open Daily

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Sunday Noon - 6 p.m

VISIT US IN ALL OUR FINE NEIGHBORHOODS

A U S T I N

Models Open Daily
Monday - Saturday 9  a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sunday Noon - 6 p.m.   

Model Home Center Open Daily
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., and Sunday Noon - 6 p.m.

Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation.  Copyright © 2010 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved 12/20/2010
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1. Walsh Trails
    From the $220s
    512-821-8877
2. Paloma Lake
 55' Homesites 
 From the $160s
 70 foot Homesites
 From the $220s
      512-821-8887
3. Arbor Place
 65' Homesites
 From the $310s
 90' Estates
 From the $450s
    512-821-8869
4. Highland Horizon
 60' Homesites
 From the $240s
 70' Homesites
 From the $310s
    512-821-8880    
5. Mueller 
    Garden Homes
 From the $230s
 Garden Homes - Affordable*
 *Income Qualifications Required

 From the $160s
    512-821-8884 
 6. Meridian
    From the $380s
    512-821-8882
 7. Belterra
 From the $260s
    512-821-8821
 8. The Villas at 
 Canyon Creek
 Gated Garden Homes
 From the $240s 
    512-821-8841
 9. Lake Creek Park
 From the $220s 
    512-821-8888  
   
  
 

      

10. Red Oaks
    From the $300s
    512-821-8875
11. Buttercup Creek 
    50' Homesites 
 From the $220s
 65' Homesites
 From the $250s
    512-821-8886
12. The Highlands 
 at Crystal Falls
    From the $250s
    512-821-8875
13. The Fairways 
 at Crystal Falls
    From the mid $300s
    512-821-8875

14. Central Living  
 Central Austin
 From the $500s
    512-413-4037

 Build on Your Lot
 A. Model Home Center
  From the $250s
     1-866-WEEKLEY

 Model Home Center
 Build on Your Lot
 9000 Waterford Centre Blvd.
 1-866-WEEKLEY

 David Weekley’s
 Model Home Center/
 Design Center
 9000 Waterford Centre Blvd.
 512-821-8800
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*See a David Weekley Sales Consultant for details. Not valid with any other offers or previously written contracts. $25,000 Decorator Allowance incentive varies per community and is good only on David 
Weekley homes sold in the Austin area between January 10, 2011, and June 30, 2011 David Weekley homes sold in Mueller are excluded from this offer. Decorator Selections must be made from those offered 
by David Weekley Homes in the Austin area. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to the signing of the contract. David Weekley Homes may terminate the program or change rules at any time. 
Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ 
from completed improvements. Copyright © 2011 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. AUSA39904

 1. Walsh Trails
  From the $220s
  512-821-8877      
 2. Paloma Lake
  From the $160s
  512-821-8887
 3. Arbor Place
  65 foot Homesites
  From the $310s
  90 foot Homesites
  From the $450s  
  512-821-8869
 4. Higland Horizon
  60 foot Homesites
  From the $260s 
  70 foot Homesites
  From the $310s
  512-821-8880    
 5. Mueller 
  Garden Homes
  From the $240s
  Garden Homes -  
  Affordable*
  *Income qualifications required

  From the $160s
  Mueller 
  Estate Homesites
  Coming Soon!
  512-821-8884
 6. Meridian
  From the $380s
  512-821-8882 
 7. Belterra
  From the $270s
  512-821-8821 
 8. The Villas at 
  Canyon Creek
  Gated Garden Homes
  From the $240s
  512-821-8841
 

 9. Lake Creek Park
  From the $230s
  512-821-8888
 10. Red Oaks
  From the $300s
  512-821-8875
 11. Buttercup Creek
  50 foot Homesites 
  From the $260s
  65 foot Homesites 
  From the $250s
  512-821-8886
 12. The Highlands   
  at Crystal Falls
  From the $250s
  512-821-8875
 13. The Fairways 
  at Crystal Falls
  From the mid $300s
  512-821-8875

Central Living
 14. Central Austin
  From the $500s
  512-413-4037
 
	H Build on Your Lot
  A. Model Home Center
  From the $250s
  1-866-WEEKLEY

	H	Model Home Center 
  Build on Your Lot
  9000 Waterford  Centre Blvd.
  866-WEEKLEY

	 	David Weekley’s
  Model Home Center/
  Design Center
  9000 Waterford Centre Blvd.
  512-821-8800
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Highland Homes 
Opens Final Phase 
at Steiner Ranch

W ith Steiner Ranch nearing 
completion, Highland Homes 

has opened its final phase at the award-
winning master planned development. 

Santaluz is a gated community which 
features 90-foot lots, superior amenities 
and some of the most spectacular views 
that Steiner Ranch has to offer. The archi-
tectural detail and design of the homes 
are perfect for entertaining and include 
many custom features. 

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 

to almost $1 million. And, unlike many 
builders, Highland Homes’ in-house 
architects are able to accommodate 
semi-custom to custom designs.

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 
750 acres of nature preserves and more. 
Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 
and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School.

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, 
it’s no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ 
premier home builder. Learn more about 
them by visiting HighlandHomes.com 
or calling Lyn Richardson at Santaluz at 
512-266-7117.

NewHomes and Communities

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and three living areas with 
a three-car garage.  
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D avid Weekley Homes is 
excited to celebrate their 

25th year of building award-winning 
homes in the Austin area by offering 
new Homebuyers limited-time special 
incentives in The Villas at Canyon 
Creek! Customers can customize the 
interior of their new home to fit their 
individual needs with an upgraded 
kitchen, master bath, flooring, the 
choices are endless! 

The Villas at Canyon Creek is a 
private, gated community located 
within the master-planned community 
of Canyon Creek. The Villas are 
priced from the mid-$200s and 
feature several different floor plans, 
ranging in square footage from 1,650 
to over 2,500.  

Here, Residents enjoy wooded 
homesites and have easy access to 

beautiful trails and parks. In addition, 
Residents can sit back and relax 
because landscaping and yard 
maintenance is included with each 
home. The community is conveniently 
located at 620 and Boulder and 
offers quick access to Lakeline Mall, 
The Arboretum, The Domain and 
nearby Lake Travis. 

If you’re looking to move-in this 
spring, this little pocket of paradise 
currently has four David Weekley 
Showcase Homes available. Stop by 
today to view any of these homes and 
see our brand new Model Homes.   

For more information about David 
Weekley Homes in The Villas at 
Canyon Creek, contact a Sales 
Consultant at 512-821-8841, or visit 
one of our two Model Homes, open 
daily. David Weekley’s model, The Kandice, is open daily for viewing.  The Builder is celebrating 25 years in Austin by offering special incentives.  Visit The Villas at  

Canyon Creek today for more details!

Beautiful Homes Inside & Out

Beautiful Homes from the $150’s- $600’s
There has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home 

in Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to starter 
homes in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes 
offers home buyers more options, a higher standard of quality 

and design features like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area 
communities through 5/31/2011. Prices and information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.
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1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	$350’s	•	512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

David Weekley Homes is Celebrating 25 Years of Enhancing People’s Lives in Austin
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(512) 997-HOME   ufcu.org

UFCU makes the impossible, possible.
“We found our dream home, complete with tree house 
in the back. But our mortgage loan from another lender 
seemed ready to fall apart. UFCU swooped in like 
some kind of superhero and saved us. They got us our 
mortgage quick, fast and at the last minute so we could 
close on time. It’s comforting to know that we’re 
members of an organization that looks out for us.”

Jeannie and Geoff Perlman
UFCU Members

Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Advanced Facial Surgery and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665


