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Montgomery County 
officials express concern 
over limiting budgets

New festivals on the rise in The Woodlands

Legislation filed to ease 
The Woodlands’ future 
path to incorporation

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

An influx of new nontown-
ship-hosted events and festivals 
are making their way to The Wood-
lands this spring and summer. They 
are  expected to bring in thousands 
of visitors and additional sales tax 
revenue but could also potentially 
create more traffic.

At least seven new events have 
been established in The Woodlands 
area in the past couple of years that 
have been held by outside groups 
or Woodlands residents. 

Although residential opinions 
about events in the area may dif-
fer, The Woodlands Township has 

BY MARIE LEONARD 

Bills filed in the Texas Legisla-
ture in late February could ease The 
Woodlands’ incorporation process 
should voters elect for the commu-
nity to become a city in the future. 

Aside from securing a legal path 
to incorporation, The Woodlands 
Township board of directors needs 
more analysis to determine what 
services—and the cost of those ser-
vices—would be required at the time 
of incorporation.

Although there is no set timeline 
for incorporation, the board is mov-
ing forward with planning initiatives; 

 CONTINUED ON 57  CONTINUED ON 58

 CONTINUED ON 54

Lawmakers file 
property tax bills

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ AND BETH MARSHALL

Some Texas lawmakers are priori-
tizing taxpayer relief this legislative 
session, which began in January, but 
some local government officials are 
worried about what it could mean for 
their budgets.

The main attempt to reform the 
property tax system this session 
comes from Sen. Paul Bettencourt, 
R-Houston. Bettencourt filed Senate 
Bill 2, the Texas Property Tax Reform 
and Relief Act, on Nov. 29. It was given 
top priority by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick.

“Property taxes are driving people 
out of their homes and hampering 
business expansion and growth. It’s 

A variety of new events and festivals will occur in The Woodlands this year.
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6 COMING SOON

GOODE COMPANY BARBEQUE 
New restaurant to open in Shenandoah

17 DINING FEATURE
Papa Amadeous

22 DEVELOPMENT
Work on Centro to begin this spring

39 NONPROFIT
Love Fosters Hope

47 GUIDE
Summer camps

The legislation, proposed by Sen. 
Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, 
would reform the way entities 
collect property tax revenue.

A D O P T I O N

C O L L E C T I O N

E L E C T I O N

County appraisal districts determine 
appraised value for all property, and cities 
and counties adopt separate tax rates.

Cities and counties use the tax rate and 
appraised value to determine how much 
each property owner owes.

If SB 2 is passed, the property tax revenue cap 
for cities and counties would be reduced to a 
4 percent increase over the previous year. 

If the revenue cap is exceeded, the taxing 
entity must hold an election to get approval 
of the new tax rate from voters.

TA X  B I L L

SOURCES: TEXAS COMPTROLLER, SENATE BILL 2/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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TheKinkTeam.com 

11 Bay Cliff Court 

 38 N Regent Oak  $1,420,000 

 $1,675,000 

CLIENT FOCUSED 
SERVICE DRIVEN 

RESULTS ORIENTED 

281-364-4828 
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set
At Texas Children’s Hospital The Woodlands,
we’re bringing expert pediatric care closer than
ever before.

Outpatient services are now open, with inpatient
care and the Emergency Center opening April 2017.
From asthma and allergies to sports medicine
and speech therapy, we’re ready to serve you with
more than 20 highly sought-after specialty clinics.
Call today to make an appointment and enjoy the
convenience of world-class pediatric care, right 
in your neck of the woods.

For more information, call 936-267-5000 or 
visit texaschildrens.org/woodlands.

Outpatient services NOW OPEN
Inpatient & Emergency Center OPEN APRIL 2017

© 2017 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WLD119_011117

WLD119_ad_opening_set_WLDCommMag_9.1837x11.25.qxp_Layout 1  1/11/17  9:43 AM  Page 1
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For Sale Or Lease

$2,725,250 or $32/SF/YR NNN

5,412 SF Freestanding Building

Close Proximity to I-45

Drive Thru

Ready for Occupancy

Voted Best Commercial Real Estate Services Firm in The Woodlands Two Years in a Row

Named One of the Fastest Growing Companies in Houston by the Houston Business Journal Two Years in a Row

C Y P R E S S B R O O K . C O M

GREG USHER
832.403.2868

gusher@cypressbrook.com

DENISE KSIAZEK
832.403.2867

dksiazek@cypressbrook.com

OPPORTUNITY  IN  THE  WOODLANDS

1490 RESEARCH FOREST DRIVE134 VISION PARK BOULEVARD

Land for Sale - $27.50/SF

50,000 SF Available - Build-to-Suit

Divisible to 2,500 SF Increments

Last Available Site on Vision Park

Ideal for Medical Office Development

Easy Access to I-45
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I can remember as a child the excite-
ment of going to camp. The campfires, 
the cabins, the talent shows and the 
letters from mom—I have so many great 
memories.

Things have changed pretty dramat-
ically for children going to camp these 
days. Sure, some children—maybe even 
yours—go to camp for swimming, hiking 
and enjoying campfires. Today, however, 
the options for campgoers are many and 
go way beyond what you and I likely 
remember from when we were young. 

Today, children can attend camps for 
art, technology, math and science as 
well as any sport imaginable. But the 

search for the perfect camp takes real 
work and research. That is why we have 
put together a useful guide that show-
cases summer camps in our community 
that are available to children of all ages.

You can find the guide starting on 
Page 46, and it includes essential 
information, such as dates, costs and 
locations. You will also find tips that 
are intended to help parents figure out 
which camp is right for their children. 
The listings and our tips will hopefully 
help guide you successfully through 
these important decisions.

We hope your little ones have a great 
summer at camp!

Journalists are not the only ones who can request 
publicly available information. The Texas Public 
Information Act and Freedom of Information Act 
allow anyone to request open records from govern-
mental bodies or any other entity that is supported 
by public money.

Sunshine Week, scheduled for March 12-18 this 
year, was established to shine light on this public 
ability and responsibility. Community Impact News-
paper plans to post online stories that shine light 
on common public information requests as well as 
proposed legislation that may strengthen or threaten 
open records laws. But average Joes and Janes can 
make the same requests. In fact, many entities have 
online portals for submitting such requests. Here 
are a few examples of publicly available information 
that may be of interest to Texas residents: 
• Emails from public officials and employees 
• Salary information for public employees 
• Site development plans 
• Crime data

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

6 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

11 BUSINESS FEATURES
Shades of Texas
Shannon Fine Jewelry

17 DINING FEATURE
Papa Amadeus
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News, data on local road projects
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Home-schooled population on rise 
in The Woodlands area
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Office market rebounding from oil 
and gas downturn

32 CALENDAR

39 NONPROFIT
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42 ARTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT
Hayes Carll

61 REAL ESTATE

73 IMPACT DEALS

Your guide to picking the perfect summer camps

What public information can I request?

The rise in the stock market since the election made me think back 10 years ago to 
2007. That year the S&P 500 index peaked in October and then tumbled nearly 60% 
by March of 2009. Interestingly though, even the worst market timer ever (the one who 
bought the index in October 2007), if he stayed invested, is now up more than 50% 
almost ten years later. That is the fascinating thing about investing in stocks, which has 
proven over time to be a great way to create wealth and reach your goals. Simply put - 
volatility is the price of admission on that ride to fi nancial freedom. Understanding and 
accepting that is what defi nes successful investors. 

For our daily commentary, visit www.chjwealthmanagement.com • 10200 Grogan’s Mill Road, Suite 340 • 281-298-2700

MONTHLY COMMENTARY
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IMPACTS
Mobile Scan and Go—a feature that allows 
customers to scan items with their mobile 
devices while shopping, pay instantly and 
skip the checkout line—as well as free 
carside delivery for items ordered online. 
www.walmartthewoodlands.com 

4  A new Suitsupply location is now open 
in The Woodlands at 9595 Six Pines Drive, 
Ste. 530. A grand opening celebration was 
held at the company’s fourth Texas store 
Feb. 23. Suitsupply offers suits, jackets, 
trousers, shoes, outerwear and accessories 
that are made-to-measure or ready to wear. 
The store also employs a tailor for on- 
demand alterations. 713-322-9292.  
us.suitsupply.com

5  Fyzical Woodlands opened March 
8 at 15210 I-45 S., Ste. 108, Conroe. This 
physical therapy office offers orthopedic 
rehabilitation, neurological rehabilitation, 
and treats auto and work injuries. Staff also 
treat sports injuries, offer massage therapy, 
and offer fitness and wellness programs. 
832-702-7272. www.fyzical.com

6  Buda Juice opened Feb. 1 on the first 
level of the The Woodlands Mall at 1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive, The Woodlands. 
The juice bar offers organic, raw-pressed 
juice in a glass bottle. Almond milk and 
soup is also available. 281-363-3409.  
www.budajuice.com

7  Sub Zero Ice Cream and Yogurt 
opened at 6606 FM 1488, Ste. 110, Mag-
nolia, in the Market at 1488 on Feb. 10. 
The liquid nitrogen ice-cream chain offers 
made-to-order ice cream from a variety 
of flavor options and mix-ins. The chain 
uses the science of cryogenics to freeze 
ice cream instantly. Customers choose 
the cream and the combination of flavors 
and mix-ins—fruit, candy, nuts or baked 
goods—and then watch as the ice cream is 
frozen with liquid nitrogen. 281-789-7157.  
www.subzeroicecream.com

8  MW Cleaners, located in Crossroads 
Square, opened Jan. 23 at 8576 Creekside 
Forest Drive, Ste. B, The Woodlands. The 
dry cleaner offers 24/7 secure drop-off and 
locker pickup. 1-877-506-2814.  
www.mwcleaners.com 

9  Owner Kailea Henderson opened 
clothing resale store 2nd Avenue on Dec. 
1 at 385 Sawdust Road, Ste. A, The Wood-

NOW OPEN

1  Carlo’s Bakery hosted the grand 
opening of its newest location, a kiosk on 
the first floor of The Woodlands Mall, on 
Feb. 18 at 1201 Lake Robbins Drive, The 
Woodlands. The bakery, made famous 
by the TV show, “Cake Boss” specializes 
in cakes, cupcakes, cookies, pastries and 

Italian favorites like cannoli.  
www.carlosbakery.com

2  Twin Liquors celebrated the grand 
opening of its 80th store location Feb. 17 
in Creekside Park at 5876 Creekside Forest 
Drive, Ste. A, The Woodlands. This is the 
third Greater Houston area location for the 
Central Texas-based business, which offers 
a wide selection of both local and interna-

tional wine, beer and spirits. 281-516-7725.  
www.twinliquors.com

3  A new Wal-Mart concept opened on 
the border of Augusta Pines and the Village 
of Creekside Park on Feb. 15 at 25800 
Kuykendahl Road, Tomball. This prototype 
“smart” Wal-Mart features innovative 
approaches to technology, services, prod-
ucts and layout. These innovations include 

TM; © 2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

MAGNOLIA

THE  
WOODLANDS

SPRING

45

99
TOLL

HARDIN
 STORE RD.

HUFSMITH KUYKENDAHL RD. 

TAMINA RD.

EGYPT LN.

HONEA EGYPT LN.

COCHRANS 
CROSSING DR.

BRAN
CH

 C
RO

SSIN
G

 D
R.

C
O

LLEG
E PARK D

R.

RESEARCH 

FOREST DR.

G
RO

G
AN

S M
ILL RD.

K
U

Y
K

EN
D

A
H

L 
R

D
.

G
O

SLIN
G

 R
D

.

SAWDUST RD.

1488

SPRIN
G

 C
REEK

W
OODLANDS PKWY.

242

    STERLING RIDG E  DR.   LAKE WOODLA NDS DR.

2978

GLEN  
LOCH DR.

G
RO

G
AN

S 
M

IL
L 

RD
.

TIMBERLOCH PL.

SI
X

 P
IN

E
S 

D
R

.
HUGHES LANDING BLVD.

LAKE ROBBINS DR.

WATERWAY AVE.

LAKE FRONT CIR.

PINECROFT DR.

LAKE WOODLANDS DR.

45

TERRAMONT DR.

FLINTRIDGE DR .

12

14

7

11

A

15

5

17

CREEKSIDE 

FOREST DR.

PRUITT RD.1 166 19

4 10

3 13

2 8

9 18

2009-2011 Winner

· Investment Management

· Asset Protection

· Business Succession Planning

· Estate Planning

· Trust Management

· Charitable Giving

· Comprehensive Financial Planning

Two Hughes Landing
1790 Hughes Landing, Suite 350

The Woodlands, Texas 77380

832.585.0110
www.hfgwm.com

Please call today for your complimentary, second opinion service.
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

Construction on Goode Company Barbeque and Goode Company Kitchen 
and Cantina is underway at 8865 Six Pines Drive, Shenandoah. Both restaurants 
are projected to open by mid-2017. The Goode Company eateries will neighbor one 
another and share a common patio. The kitchen and cantina is a new concept that will 
feature grill-oriented Mexican food and an agavecentric bar. The barbecue concept 
has been a staple in the Greater Houston area for 40 years, and the menu includes 
mesquite-smoked meats, jalapeno cheese bread and Brazos Bottom pecan pie. As 
construction proceeds on the 14,000 square-foot restaurant site, approximately 150 
employees are expected to be hired. 713-529-4616. www.goodecompany.com

lands. The store offers men’s, women’s 
and maternity clothing as well as formal 
dresses. When customers bring in clothing 
they want to sell, they receive cash the 
same day for their items, Henderson said. 
832-770-0919

COMING SOON

10  Philanthropy women’s clothing store 
will open March 17 in Market Street at 9595 
Six Pines Drive, Ste. 1360, The Woodlands. 
The charitable retailer gives a minimum 
of 10 percent of its in-store gross profits 
plus 10 percent of online proceeds to 
various helpful organizations and nonprof-
its. The store also benefits Philanthropy 
Ministries—Philanthropy’s nonprofit that 
supports work in the U.S., the Caribbean 
Islands and East Africa.  
 www.philanthropyfashion.com

11  The Woodlands Development Compa-
ny announced Feb. 20 that Waterway Build-
ers LLC has broken ground on Waterway 
Landing at East Shore, a 5.4-acre gated 
enclave of 59 luxury townhomes. Waterway 
Builders offers three- and four-story town-
homes, ranging in size from approximately 
2,862 to 4,561 square feet. Homes are 
priced from the upper $700,000s to more 
than $1 million. Waterway Landing at East 
Shore provides direct private access to The 
Woodlands Waterway and membership to 
the East Shore Club House. The Waterway, 
East Shore Club House and Ellipse Park 
are adjacent to the enclave. 832-995-9411. 
www.waterway-landing.com 

12  Owner Sharmeen Shah will open The 
Goddard School for Early Childhood De-
velopment in midsummer. The preschool, 
located at 9307 FM 1488, Magnolia, offers 
a curriculum for children ages 6 months 
through 6 years. After-school programs 
and summer camps will also be available for 
elementary school children. The Goddard 
School partners with Destination Imagina-
tion to create its curriculum, which incor-
porates science, technology, engineering, 
math and the arts. 281-845-2400.  
www.goddardschool.com/houston/ 
magnolia-fm-1488-tx 

13  Texas’ first Chobani Cafe will open in 
March inside the Wal-Mart Supercenter, 
which opened Feb. 15 at 25800 Kuykend-

ahl Road, Tomball. The New York City-
based 2,000-square-foot cafe will feature 
Mediterranean-inspired dishes.  
www.chobani.com

ANNIVERSARIES

14  The Woodlands Family YMCA, 
located at 6145 Shadowbend Place, The 
Woodlands, celebrated 30 years in the 
master-planned community Feb. 10. The 
family fitness center commemorated the 
occasion with a luncheon at Black Walnut 
Cafe and proclamations from the offices 
of U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady and state Sen. 
Brandon Creighton. The Woodlands Family 
YMCA offers fitness classes, youth sports, 
child care, swim lessons and extensive 
workout facilities. 281-367-9622.  
www.ymcahouston.org/smc-shadowbend

15  Legends Sports Complex celebrated 
its 10-year anniversary Jan. 15 at 602 Pruitt 
Road, The Woodlands. The indoor-outdoor 
sports and fitness facility features 100,000 
square feet of courts, fields and equipment. 
It features eight basketball courts, eight 
volleyball courts, an indoor soccer field, 
rock climbing, an aerobics room and a ban-
quet and event hall. 281-298-5700.  
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com

CLOSINGS 

16  Wet Seal announced the closure of all 
locations by Feb. 26, including the store 
inside The Woodlands Mall, located at 
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive, Ste. 1114, The 
Woodlands. 

17  Sheryl’s Hallmark Shop, located 
in Cochran’s Crossing at 4747 Research 
Forest Drive, Ste 400, The Woodlands, will 
close in late March. 

18  Cabo Baja & Mexican Grill, located at 
544 Sawdust Road, Spring, closed in early 
February. 

19  Mi Cocina, located at 1201 Lake 
Woodlands Drive, Ste. 304, The Wood-
lands, closed in early February.  

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP, BETH 
MARSHALL AND HANNAH ZEDAKER 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.

Expert Rug Cleaning & Repair

SUPER CLEARANCE SALE...LIMITED TIME ONLY.  
MANY RUGS 50-70% OFF

Believe and trust in us, your local rug source in The Woodlands for 16 years. 
Quality hand knotted rugs, clearance prices! 

TRADITIONAL   •   CONTEMPORARY   •   TRANSITIONAL DESIGNS

1590 Lake Woodlands Dr. 77380
At the Pinecroft Center

281-465-0700  •  www.woodlandsruggallery.com  •  Like us on facebook  •  Hablo Español
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From left: Alysia Robichau, MD; David Dice, Jr., MD; Marc Labbé, MD; John Fackler, MD; Eric Price, MD; and Kenneth Palmer, MD

The Woodlands 

17198 St. Luke’s Way, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77384

3115 College Park Drive, Suite 112

The Woodlands, TX 77384

• General orthopedics and sports medicine
• Primary care sports medicine
• Carpal tunnel syndrome
• Hand and upper extremity surgery

• Joint replacement
• Shoulder, elbow, wrist, knee and ankle 

arthroscopy
• Neck and spine surgery

Our specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine are honored to serve 

The Woodlands and Montgomery County communities by offering a wide range of services.

A TEAM OF LEADERS IN
ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE

Visit houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics for more information.

To schedule an appointment, call 713.790.3333.

Conroe

4015 Interstate 45 N., Suite 110
Conroe, TX 77304



The Woodlands edition • March 2017 9

SHENANDOAH

TAMINA

OAK RIDGE 
NORTH

SPRING

Map not to scale N

TAMINA RD.

242

ROBINSON RD.

H
A

N
N

A
 R

D
.

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 R
D

.

RAYFORD RD.

FOX RUN BLVD.

DISCOVERY 
CREEK BLVD.

NORTHRIDGE 
FOREST DR.

RAYFO
RD RD.

B
IR

N
H

A
M

 W
O

O
D

S D
R

.

IM
P

E
R

IA
L 

O
A

K
S 

B
LV

D
.

ALDINE  
WESTFIELD RD.

RILEY FUZZEL RD.

45

   E
LA N  BLVD.

99
TOLL

is now located to the left of Old Navy. 
Lakeshore Learning Store is stocked with 
educational materials for children up to  
age 11. 936-271-3585.  
www.lakeshorelearning.com

ANNIVERSARY

5  Fish Gallery celebrates its one-year 
anniversary in March at 26002 I-45, Spring. 
The business is a full-service tropical fish 
and aquarium store and offers aquarium 
relocations, conversions and overhauls. 
713-524-0173. www.thefishgallery.com 

CLOSING

6  My Fit Foods announced the closure 
of all locations effective Feb. 12, including 
the location at 27800 I-45 N., Conroe.  
www.myfitfoods.com

NOW OPEN

1  California Closets opened March 1 
at 27626 I-45 N., Bldg.B, Oak Ridge North. 
The business provides a range of unique 
custom closets, closet organizers and clos-
et storage systems for any room in a home. 
Design consultations are also available at 
the business. 713-785-0111. 
www.californiaclosets.com

2  USA Cabinets opened Feb. 20 at 
27718 I-45 N., Oak Ridge North. The 
kitchen and bath design center offers a 
variety of kitchen and bathroom designs, 
and the business showroom is filled with 
kitchen and bathroom displays, cabi-
nets, appliances, accent options  and 
countertops. The business also offers 
installation services. 281-306-6060.                                                                 
www.usacabinets.com/woodlands 

COMING SOON

3  Tropical Smoothie Cafe will open in 
late March in Portofino Shopping Center 
at 19075 I-45 S., Ste. 116 C, Shenandoah. 
The eatery boasts fresh fruit smoothies, 
bistro sandwiches, toasted wraps, grilled 
flatbreads and gourmet salads, all made 
with high quality, natural ingredients.  
936-266-0593.  
www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com

RELOCATION

4  Lakeshore Learning Store reopened 
in its new Portofino Shopping Center loca-
tion at 19075 I-45 N., Ste. 112A, Shenan-
doah, on Feb. 1. The educational products 
store was located next to Stein Mart at 
19075 I-45 N., Ste. 107, Shenandoah, and 

TM; © 2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

 COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP, BETH 
MARSHALL AND HANNAH ZEDAKER 

News or questions about The Woodlands? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.
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FEATURED IMPACT—COMING SOON

Birnham Woods Marketplace, located at the corner of the Grand Parkway and Riley 
Fuzzel Road in Spring, is slated to be open to residents in September. The shopping 
center will be anchored by a Kroger Marketplace and will cater to the rapidly growing 
area along the Grand Parkway. www.capitalretailproperties.com 
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• Comprehensive eye exams

• Contact lens fittings

• Now carrying Maui Jim Sunglasses!

• Open 7 days a week

• Accepting outside glasses 
prescriptions

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Tel: 832-225-1150  |  Email: info@focusopticaltw.com  |  Website: www.focusopticaltw.com

In Hughes Landing

          Lake Woodlands Dr.
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.Lake Front Cir.

1925 Hughes Landing, Suite 600
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(ACROSS FROM STARBUCKS)

ACCEPTING MANY INSURANCES: 
VSP • EyeMed • Spectera • Superior 

please call for others
FRAME LINES WE CARRY: Lindberg • Tom Ford • DITA • Prada

Tory Burch • RayBan • Kid’s Frames
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In partnership with Catholic Health Initiatives–CHI

CHI St. Luke’s Health Sugar Land Hospital  

CHI St. Luke’s Health–Baylor St. Luke’s 
Medical Center

CHI St. Luke’s Health–Brazosport Hospital

CHI St. Luke’s Health–Lakeside Hospital 

CHI St. Luke’s Health–Patients Medical Center
Pasadena

CHI St. Luke’s Health–Springwoods Village  

–

CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Vintage Hospital

CHI St. Luke’s Health–The Woodlands Hospital

Learn more at CHIStLukesHealth.org.

Houston-area hospitals:

By forging a healthcare alliance unlike 
any other in the country, we’re expanding 
access to world-class care across Texas.

Our collaborations with Baylor College of Medicine® 
and Texas Heart® Institute are giving rise to powerful are giving rise to powerful 

new breakthroughs in research and innovation.

At CHI St. Luke’s Health, we’re creating 
the future of healthcare…with bold moves
forward in medicine.

in medicine 

We’re boldly
moving forward
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SPRING SEASONAL FAVORITES

Knock Out roses ($24.99) typically require less main-
tenance than other roses with minimal pruning. 

Petunias ($24.99) are annuals that do well in full sun-
light and only require a weekly watering.  

Impatiens ($23.99) are annuals that do well in partial 
to deep shade and are sensitive to lack of water. 
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J    on Gabriel Mathews was only 5 years old when 
he began working alongside his dad and 

learning about the family business, Shades of Texas. 
Twenty years later, he is the general manager of two 
family-owned nursery locations. 

Shades of Texas opened its first location in South 
Houston more than 30 years ago. After decades of 
success, the Mathews decided to expand north to 
Montgomery County to fill a void in the community 
by opening a second location in Magnolia in 2014.

“We have very unique jobs because every single 
day is different,” Mathews said. “We get to see some-
thing flourish from nothing, which is really special 
because most people don’t get to see a final product 
from the beginning.” 

The nursery specializes in both retail and whole-
sale options and sells more than 1,000 different spe-
cies of trees, shrubs, plants and flowers. Some of the 
nursery’s unique stock includes fruit trees, topiaries, 
milkweed and bottlebrush. 

“At this location, we’ve about tripled in size over 
the last three years, and we’ve really grown the 
variety of products we carry to meet the needs of 
the people in this area,” Mathews said. “We’ve also 
grown our staff to ensure we maintain a high level of 
service for all of our customers.” 

Part of maintaining a high level of service, 
Mathews said, is having a well-trained and knowl-
edgeable staff that remains dedicated and honest 
with customers. 

Assistant Manager Asia Payne said she typically 

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER 

Shades of Texas
Family-owned garden center boasts knowledgeable team

Shades of Texas North 

5505 FM 1488, Magnolia 

281-259-1400

www.shadesoftexas.com 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sat. 7:30 a.m.-
noon, closed Sundays

1488
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BUSINESS FEATURE

spends 45 minutes to an hour with each customer. 
“We really respect our customers, and we want 

them to be successful with what they’re growing,” 
Payne said. “We will tell our customers if it’s not a 
good idea to plant a tree in a certain location and try 
to find alternative options. We also have instructional 
handouts, which I think really help our customers be 
successful with the money they’ve spent here.” 

Under the same roof is All-American Stone & Turf, 
a retail and wholesale landscaping supply company, 
which Mathews said allows Shades of Texas to serve 
as a one-stop shop that is unique to the area. 

“We’re one of the few places in Houston that does 
what we do,” Mathews said. “Most places have land-
scaping supplies and then a separate nursery, but 
we’re all-inclusive.”  

With like-minded business mission statements, 
Daniel Baker, All-American Stone & Turf general 
manager, said the business thrives because it puts 
the customer before the sale. 

“I would rather not sell you something than sell 
you something that’s going to be a bad fit for your 
location or landscape plan,” Baker said. 

Baker and Mathews both agreed the most     
important part of being a successful gardener starts 
from the ground up.

“The most important thing is to start with good, 
nutrient-rich soil,” Mathews said. “You have to start 
with a good base because it doesn’t matter what 
you plant or how good the plant is; if it doesn’t 
have good soil around it and to grow in, it will be    
unsuccessful.”

Due to Texas’ unique climate, Mathews said it is 
important for local gardeners to plant early enough 
in the season for plants to thrive during April and 
May before the summer heat sets in. 

Mathews said in the future, although he does not 

have plans to expand or open a new location,  he 
hopes to continue maintaining the high-quality 
service Shades of Texas strives for while educating 
clients about best practices for successful gardening 
in the Greater Houston Area. 

“There are a lot of people that are in new homes 
that recently moved here from all over the country 
and even the world, and we want to be able to help 
them make the right selections for what works in this 
area,” Mathews said. 

“WE REALLY RESPECT OUR CUSTOMERS, 
AND WE WANT THEM TO BE SUCCESSFUL 
WITH WHAT THEY’RE GROWING.”

— ASIA PAYNE, SHADES OF TEXAS ASSISTANT MANAGER

Daniel Baker (left) and Jon Gabriel Mathews each have their own gardening-related businesses under one roof. 
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The MEADOWS at IMPERIAL OAKS

New Homes from the $200s-$600s
TheMeadowsAtImperialOaks.com

Space to
Roam, Grow,
and Prosper

*Pricing subject to 
  change without notice.

Tucked into the beautiful master-planned community of Imperial Oaks in Spring, Texas are 400 acres of naturally wooded splendor – The 

Meadows at Imperial Oaks. Greenbelts and waterways define this community of quality homes from highly regarded builders. A recreation 

center overlooking a 17-acre lake features a clubhouse, pool, toddler pool with spray features, pavilion and playground – the perfect 

gathering spot for residents. Additionally, a convenient location situated a few miles from I-45, Hardy Toll Rd, and the Grand Parkway 

completes this distinctive community. Model homes are open daily!
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S  hannon Fine Jewelry has been providing 
customized jewelry, consignment and jewelry 

repairs to residents in The Woodlands area for more 
than 10 years.   

Owner Gary Zoet first got into the jewelry business 
in 1978 as an apprentice after serving in the Army for 
four years during the Cold War. 

Today, Zoet and his business partner of nearly 20 
years, John Wren, operate The Woodlands location 
as well as a store in the Champion Forest area.

“We’ve had a lot of years to build relationships 
and establish credibility in the minds and the eyes 
of people that end up selling to us,” Zoet said. “We 
have a lot of long-term relationships that have come 
in very handy in terms of being able to branch out 
with other people.”

Zoet said the basis for his business is ensuring the 
people who work there are certified, experienced 
jewelers who know how to create and design jewelry 
as well as sell products.

Custom work is a top-selling novelty at the store. 
Although many jewelry stores have shifted their cus-
tomization services online, Shannon Fine Jewelry 
has found its niche in providing in-person customi-
zations, Zoet said. 

“We do a lot of custom work, which is something 
that is difficult to do online,” he said. “You can’t 
come see, feel, hold and look at a piece as it’s pro-
gressing [online].”

Customers can try on 3-D-printed models of their 
jewelry in the store before they decide they are abso-
lutely sure it is what they are looking for, Wren said. 
At Shannon Fine Jewelry, jewelers are equipped to 
recreate pictures of rings customers find on sites like 
Pinterest as well as fuse elements from sentimental 
rings and incorporate various characteristics of 
different rings a customer likes. 

“We’re not your regular store,” Wren said. 
“There’s no pressure. It’s more about education and 
finding what you want.”

In addition to custom work, consignment is a pop-
ular service customers use at Shannon Fine Jewelry. 

“[Consignment] is a big part of our business, and 
it’s a big part of what we do that other people don’t 
do,” Zoet said. “It’s also a thing that people need.”

Many customers will sell their parents’ or grand-
parents’ old jewelry because their children do not 
want the items. 

Wren said millennials often do not seem to want 
the jewelry their grandparents owned anymore 
because they want the experience of finding and 
making their own pieces. 

“So many jewelry stores don’t even know how to 
have that conversation [about consignment],” Wren 
said. “I think one of the differences with us is we 
buy all the jewelry ourselves. We understand how 
to price it, we understand how to make it, we sell to 
other retailers [and] we’re probably a little bit more 
educated than the average store.”

The store also offers divorce jewelry services for 
customers wishing to turn old wedding rings into 
something else, Zoet said. 

“It’s not an engagement ring [anymore], but it’s 
diamonds and gold,” Zoet said. “Don’t give that up. 
Do something else with it, and be able to wear it and 
enjoy it, in spite of the other things.”

A 1,000-square-foot expansion at The Woodlands 
store is in the works in the future, Wren said. This 
will allow the store to serve the community at a 
greater capacity. 

“As far as what the goal is and what we strive for 
as far as customer service and being able to do other 
things that other stores don’t do—that is our main 
niche,” Zoet said.  

BY BETH MARSHALL

1: Owners Gary Zoet (left) and John 
Wren opened Shannon Fine Jewelry in 
The Woodlands 10 years ago. 2: Shan-
non Fine Jewelry has several engage-
ment ring displays placed throughout 
the store. 3: The jewelry store also 
offers consignment options for custom-
ers wishing to sell or buy old jewelry.

Shannon Fine Jewelry

1440 Lake Woodlands 
Drive, Ste. I, The  
Woodlands

281-364-7172

www.shannonfj.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m., closed Sundays 

Shannon Fine Jewelry
Jewelers offer consignment, customization, repair work
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There are several factors to keep in mind when picking out 
the perfect diamond cut. If a diamond is too shallow or too 
deep, it loses light and brilliance.

• Diameter: the width of the diamond as measured 
through the girdle

• Table: the largest facet of a gemstone

• Crown: the top portion of a diamond extending from the 
girdle to the table

• Pavilion: the bottom portion of a diamond extending 
from the girdle to the culet

• Culet: the facet at the tip of a gemstone (preferred culet 
is not visible to the unaided eye)

• Girdle: the intersection of the crown and pavilion, which 
defines the perimeter of the diamond

• Depth: the height of a gemstone measured from the 
culet to the table 

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS

SOURCE: SHANNON FINE JEWELERS/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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M    omentum Coffee, which opened 
on Rayford Road in Spring in 

December, is owned by four local 
coffee connoisseurs. 

“It seemed like the Houston area in 
general—and especially up north—
was underserved with locally owned 
shops,” co-owner Allen Leibowitz 
said. “We thought we would [open] 
the cafe instead of roasting or being 
in other parts of the business. We like 
being part of the community.”

Leibowitz, who got into the coffee 
industry 15 years ago, moved to the 
Spring area two years ago from Mich-
igan, where he owned a wholesale 
roasting company and attached cafe. 

From his experience, Leibowitz 
said the most important factors are 
high-quality customer service and 

offering the best products available. 
“I have this very simple theory on 

customer service, which is if you care 
about everybody you work with, that 
will translate into caring for the guest, 
and I think that’s what people want,” 
he said.

Momentum Coffee buys from local, 
vetted roasters, and at least one of 
the owners is at the shop at all times 
when it is open, Leibowitz said. 

Some of the most popular sellers 
include lavender lattes, matcha lattes, 
European-style drinks and flat whites, 
which are made with small amounts 
of coffee or espresso and milk. 

“To me, it’s the art of being a 
barista,” Leibowitz said. “Instead of 
just making whatever is on the menu, 
people are creative [and] have their 

own taste. What we want to do is let 
the barista shine and have their own 
drinks.”

Because Momentum Coffee is located 
near a growing area of the Grand Park-
way, the shop has seen a lot of traffic 
since opening, Leibowitz said.  

“We love being in this neighbor-
hood,” he said.

In the next few months, the shop 
will add French and Italian bis-
tro-style food items to the menu, 
Leibowitz said. The owners are also 
looking into selling their own coffee 
and potentially opening a location 
inside Loop 610 in Houston. 

“We’re always looking for better 
ways of doing things,” Leibowitz said. 
“We aren’t looking for cheaper ways of 
doing things.”

BY BETH MARSHALL

Momentum Coffee

3555 Rayford Road, Ste. 10, Spring

281-430-3243

www.momentumcoffee.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat.-
Sun. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Momentum Coffee
Coffee experts cater to burgeoning Grand Parkway area in Spring 
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ESPRESSO DRINKS AT 
MOMENTUM COFFEE

Espresso: traditional or decaf; 
$3 (double), $4 (quad)

Americano: espresso with hot 
water; $3.50 (10 oz.), $4.50 (16 
oz.) 

Traditional macchiato: 
double espresso with a dollop 
of milk foam; $3.25 (3 oz.) 

Cortado: double espresso with 
3 oz. steamed milk; $3.75 
(7 oz.), $4.75 (10 oz.) 

Cappuccino: equal parts 
espresso, milk and foam; $3.75 
(7 oz.), $4.75 (10 oz.) 

Latte: espresso with steamed 
milk and choice of added flavor; 
$4 (10 oz.), $5 (16 oz.) 

Mocha: chocolate, espresso 
and steamed milk; $4.75 (10 
oz.), $6 (16 oz.) 

FIRST LOOK 1: Baristas at Momentum Coffee are 
encouraged to think beyond the menu 
and create their own drinks. 2: From 
left: Kat Newman, Allen Leibowitz and 
Tia Hoffman are three of the four own-
ers of Momentum Coffee 3: The coffee 
shop offers pastry options like Belgian 
crown danishes with vanilla custard 
and almond paste.

N

RAYFO
RD RD.

ESPRESSO MILK MILK  
FOAM

CHOCOLATE
SYRUP

WATER

99
TOLL

*Early shopping begins Friday March 17th 
from 8am-10am for TMS members only

March 17th    10am - 4pm
March 18th     8am - 4pm

• One of Texas Gulf Coast area’s largest and most 
anticipated horticultural events.
• Features more than 1,000 varieties of quality 
plants rarely found at local nurseries!

at the Mercer Botanical Gardens

March Mart 2017
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Bring this ad to the membership table 
for a special gift | limited quantities

TAX FREE 
EVENT
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9MODEL
HOMES

CAMP

BACKYARD
CAMPING
DISPLAYS!

Register to 
win a spectacular 
camping set-up!

Tour

Cuisine

A Johnson Dev elopment Com munit y

RSVP and
learn s’more at 

GrandCentralParkTX.com

CANTEEN
BAR

and

COVENTRY HOMES, DARLING 
HOMES, DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES,

DREES CUSTOM HOMES,
JAEGER HOMES, PERRY HOMES 

and VILLAGE BUILDERS

GEAR UP FOR 
A GRAND NEW 
ADVENTURE!

from

Meet Smokey the Bear, 
 a kangaroo and her joey,
and climb a rock wall!

JEEP 
 SHOWCASE

and
REGISTER TO WIN
A JEEP TOUR TRIP
to fabulous

SEDONA
Conroe

The Woodlands

SH 105

FM 1488

45

FM 2854

Grand Central Parkway

LakeConroe

LOOP 33
6

NEW HOMES from the $290s

Plans, prices, promotion and availability are subject to change without notice.

APRIL 22   10AM to  5PM

J A M B O R E E
GRAND OPENING

SATURDAY

GCPCO-238 Revised G.O. Community Impact Ad_MECH.indd   1 2/15/17   4:38 PM
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Papa Amadeus

25602 I-45 N., Ste. 101, Spring

281-719-5873

www.papaamadeus.com

Hours: Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 
p.m., closed Sundays and Mondays

45

N

RAYPINE DR.

DINING FEATURE

THREE DISHES TO TRY

Tiramisu ($6)
This dessert menu item  is a popular coffee-
flavored Italian custard dessert. 

Melanzane al forno ($20)
This dish is  a popular menu item that consists of an eggplant stuffed with 
crabmeat and Parmesan cheese and served with a side of capellini pasta.

Prosciutto and buffalo ($12) is made with prosciutto, buffalo mozzarella 
cheese, tomatoes, extra virgin olive oil, cracked black pepper and balsamic vinaigrette.

Owner Arturo Huerta (left) and partner Rogelio Aguilar 
opened Papa Amadeus nearly a year ago in Spring. The 
restaurant offers high-quality Italian food.

Papa Amadeus 
Italian eatery offers authentic 
dishes, scratch kitchen

O   wner Arturo Huerta said if The Woodlands 
residents are looking for a restaurant that 

serves high-quality, italian-inspired food at a good 
price, Papa Amadeus is the restaurant to visit.

Since opening nearly a year ago off I-45 North in 
Spring, Papa Amadeus, which is named after Huer-
ta’s grandfather, has experienced success as a result 
of its regular clientele. 

“Since opening, we have five stars on Yelp and 
Facebook,” Huerta said. “The people who come here 
are becoming regulars.”

Huerta also attributed the restaurant’s success to 
the fact that he and his staff are become well-versed 
in the dining business over the years.

“I started as a busboy at 16,” he said. “You go 
through the ladder and get to the point where you 
have to open something yourself. Our servers here 
are all seasoned. We know what we’re doing. When 
we opened this restaurant we didn’t open to see if it 
would stick, we opened knowing what we wanted to 
do here already.”

Since opening, the restaurant’s menu has 
changed significantly. Huerta said since local ven-
dors contribute to the menu, dishes are a reflection 
of what is in season in the local markets and are 
based on good feedback from customers.

“We started with a more exploratory menu,” 
Huerta said. “We had things like paninis. Now 
we’re more traditional, and we’re working now on 
creating signature Italian dishes. We also change 
the menu every three to four months since our 
vendor is local, and so we change with the seasons. 
Cold weather is more meat. Summer is for seafood, 
lighter stuff and more fruits.”

Huerta said the two most popular dishes at the 
eatery this season are the stuffed pork chop dish, 
which includes onions, mushrooms, bell pepper 
and cheese, and the melanzane al forno, a stuffed 
eggplant with crabmeat, Parmesan cheese and a 
side of capellini pasta. 

Desserts, such as tiramisu and pineapple upside 
down cake, are also offered at the eatery. Chocolate 
rum cake is the customer favorite  that is also fea-
tured on the dessert menu.

“We make our pastas from scratch as well as 
our bread,” Huerta said. “You can really taste the 
difference between pasta bought at the grocery store 
and handmade pasta. We use olive oil in our pastas 
rather than a lot of water.”

For customers who would like to try more menu 
dishes or experience another chef’s food as well as 

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

taste the variety of Italian wine the restaurant offers, 
special five-course dinners paired with wine tastings 
are held every other month to benefit a good cause.

“We try to do fundraising in the community,” 
Huerta said. “We do the tastings every other month. 
The chef from Benihana is actually making the next 
wine dinner. We sometimes bring some other chefs 
to feature them at the wine tastings. This month, 
we’re doing the dinner to raise money for the [BP] 
MS 150 ride, which is for multiple sclerosis.”

Aside from holding special dinner and wine tast-
ings, Papa Amadeus also offers live music on week-
ends, a catering service and holds special events for 
companies or parties. Although most people dine 
in the restaurant at night for dinner, takeout is also 
available and popular during the lunch rush. 

“We hold events here as well and booked parties 
for Christmas,” Huerta said. In December, it was 
mostly us closing the restaurant for people to use. 
We’ve also done a couple of catering events.”

Regarding the possibility of expanding Papa Ama-
deus to another location, Huerta said he is working 
on making the existing location as perfect as possi-
ble before moving forward with anything.

“We want to make sure this runs 100 percent,” 
he said. “We do have future plans is increase our 
clientele here, but I have no current plans to expand 
the restaurant.”

“WE KNOW WHAT WE’RE DOING. WHEN WE 
OPENED THIS, WE DIDN’T OPEN TO SEE IF IT 
WOULD STICK, WE OPENED KNOWING WHAT 
WE WANTED TO DO ALREADY.”

—ARTURO HUERTA, PAPA AMADEUS OWNER
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  LAKE WOODLANDS DR.

All information on this page was updated as of  
2/28/16. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at wdlnews@communityimpact.com.

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES COMPILED BY BETH MARSHALL

1  Gosling Road bridge project

A dual bridge will be constructed on Gos-
ling Road over Spring Creek. The project is 
a future joint participation effort between 
Harris County Precinct 4, Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 and the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. Discussions 
between Harris and Montgomery counties 
for project initiation are in progress, said 
Pamela Rocchi, director of Harris County 
Precinct 4’s Capital Improvement Projects 
Division.

Timeline: TBA

Cost: $7 million

Funding sources: Harris County Precinct 
4, Montgomery County Precinct 3, TxDOT
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HOW IT WORKS

How are state speed 
limits determined?
Whenever a new road is built in Texas, 
the entity constructing the roadway 
is required to reach out to the Texas 
Transportation Commission to 
determine the speed limit for the new 
road, according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation. 

Factors that determine a road’s speed 
limit include the road’s length and 
location, transitions from other speed 
limits, directional differences, trial 
runs of the roadway and the location of 
regulatory speed limit signs along the 
road, according to TxDOT. 

Local governments hold some control 
over determining speed limits as well. 
Cities, counties and other government 
officials work with TxDOT to conduct 
traffic and engineering studies and pass 
city speed ordinances, TxDOT Public 
Information Officer Deidrea George said. 

State Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, recently 
filed House Bill 1368 to lower the prima 
facie speed limits on urban district roads 
in Texas from 30 mph to 25 mph. The 
prima facie speed limit is the unspoken 
speed limit on roads with no posted limit.
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2  Kuykendahl Road bridge project

Similar to the Gosling Road bridge project, 
a dual bridge will likewise be built on 
Kuykendahl Road over Spring Creek in 
an effort to mitigate traffic congestion 
between Montgomery and Harris counties. 
The right of way clearing activity has been 
completed on both sides of Spring Creek, 
and bridge bents have been installed. 
The bridge beams have been set, and the 
contractor is installing the bridge deck. The 
contract completion date for the project is 
May 17 and progress is on schedule. 

Timeline: October 2016-May 17, 2017

Cost: $6 million

Funding sources: The Woodlands Road 
Utility District No. 1, Montgomery County 
Precinct 3, Harris County Precinct 4

3  Birnham Woods Drive 
improvements

This Montgomery County Precinct 3 
project will be built in two phases. Phase 1, 
which should be complete by March 6, will 
widen Birnham Woods Drive from two to 
four lanes between Fuller Bluff Drive and 
the Grand Parkway. Phase 2 will continue 
the widening process of Birnham Woods 
Drive between the Grand Parkway and 
Waterbend Cove, creating a four-lane road 
with a center-turn lane. A traffic signal will 
also be installed at the intersection of Birn-
ham Woods Drive and Waterbend Cove.

Timeline: February-March (Phase 1), early 
summer-August (Phase 2)

Cost: $1.2 million

Funding sources: Montgomery County 
Precinct 3

4  Rayford Road widening

This Montgomery County Precinct 3 
road bond project will widen Rayford 
Road from four to six lanes between 
Lazy Lane and the Grand Parkway. In 
addition, a six-lane bridge will be built 
over the Union Pacific Corp. railroad 
tracks, new traffic signals and street 
signage will be installed, and a raised 
median will be added to enhance the 
safety of left-turning motorists. A pre-
construction meeting was held in early 
March, said Matt Beasley, Montgomery 
County Precinct 3 chief of staff.

Timeline: early 2017-late 2019

Cost: $60 million

Funding sources: Montgomery Coun-
ty Precinct 3
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2 YEAR UNLIMITED MILEAGE WARRANTY 
WITH ALL L-CERTIFIED VEHICLES!

www.northsidelexus.com | 281-569-3300
17925 North Freeway Houston, TX 77090

FOR A LIMITED TIME
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marthaturner.com  |  281.367.7637
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with 
permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.   

     CONROE 
     Bennet Lane | $1.3+mil 
     5/5.5 - ±5,026 sf 
     new construction behind the gates in Stillwater by Jeff Paul Custom Homes
     Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

     THE WOODLANDS 
     Forest Steppes Court | $670s 
     5/3.5 - ±4,309 sf 
     beautiful oversized cul-de-sac lot
     open plan | game room up 
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

     MAGNOLIA 
     Millers Pass | $530s 
     4/3.5 - ±3,989 sf 
     gated community of Old Mill Lake
     summer kitchen | pool/spa 
Kecia Haseman | 713.515.4948

     CONROE 
     Connie Lane | $440s 
     5/4 - ±3,678 sf 
     acreage in a gated community
     horse friendly | game room up
Arlene English | 713.367.7333

     THE WOODLANDS 
     Hebburn Court | $290s 
     3-4/2.5 - ±2,318 sf 
     charming 1-story in Creekside
     island kitchen | study | hardwoods   
Monica Brashear | 832.381.6742

MARKET STREET
9595 Six Pines Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77380

www.jaspersthewoodlands.com

Sunday Brunch, It’s a Classic

Magnolia     281-298-5200      
32411 FM 2978, Suite A     

AnthologyLighting.com

Whether you’re lighting an outdoor living space or searching for 
the perfect complement for your dining room, foyer or bathroom, 
Anthology Lighting has beautiful lighting solutions for every room 
of your home. 

Ashland Bay – 5 light 
outdoor chandelier

with NEW lighting designs from Anthology Lighting
Light It Up!

Outdoor 
Chandelier
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TEA slowly working to remove 
special education indicator
BY BETH MARSHALL 

The Texas Education Agency 
has been working over the last 
four years to eventually elim-
inate the Performance-Based 
Monitoring Analysis System’s 
special education represen-
tation indicator that suggests 
school districts keep special 
education enrollment at or 
below 8.5 percent, the TEA 
said in a statement released in 
November. 

“Allegations that TEA issued 
fines, conducted on-site 
monitoring visits, required the 
hiring of consultants, et cet-
era, when districts provided 
special education services to 
more than 8.5 percent of their 
students are entirely false,” 
said Penny Schwinn, TEA dep-
uty commissioner of academ-
ics, in the statement. 

In Conroe ISD, the per-
cent of students enrolled in 
special education has steadily 
decreased from 10.4 percent 
to 8.2 percent since 2005—a 
trend Teresa Canon, the 
district’s director of special 
education, credits partly to 
an overall increase in the 
student population over the 
last decade. 

“The decrease that we’ve 
had is due in part to a rapid 
increase in enrollment, but 
more so due to a reduction 
in the number of students 
identified with learning dis-
abilities,” Canon said. “That’s 

due largely to a change in the 
criteria. We used to have a 
simple formula where if there 
was a simple mathematical 
difference, you were called 
learning-disabled.”

Practices have evolved, 
affecting who is placed in 
special education, Canon said. 
To be eligible, a student must 
have an identified disability, 
and that student must need 
special education because of 
that disability. 

“We have federal and state 
laws that dictate how students 
are eligible for special edu-
cation,” Canon said. “There 
are disability categories that 
are identified, and we have to 
have specially licensed and 
credentialed individuals who 
do comprehensive educa-
tional evaluations to deter-
mine a student’s eligibility for 
special education.”

TEA is working to imple-
ment changes that will 
address federal requirements 
for different indicators of 
special education represen-
tation, disciplinary removals 
and educational placements 

based on race, ethnicity and 
disability categories, TEA 
information specialist Lauren 
Callahan said. 

“We anticipate the PBMAS 
rule that incorporates these 
significantly expanded federal 
requirements regarding 
special education represen-
tation—including a federal 
requirement that a threshold 
be set to identify districts with 
significant disproportional-
ity—will be proposed in the 
spring,” Callahan said. 

With the PBMAS system, 
school districts would not 
be looked into until the 
special education popula-
tion exceeded a 15 percent 
threshold, Canon said. At that 
point, a district may be asked 

to reassess its methods and 
set specific goals. 

“It’s a little misleading, 
I think, that there’s some 
punishment if we go over 8.5 
[percent],” Canon said. “That 
whole performance-based 
monitoring system has multi-
ple indicators. There are quite 
a few things they look at, 
and if a district has multiple 
issues in multiple areas, then 
certainly you would be asked 
to do an analysis.”

Canon, who has more than 
30 years of experience in 
special education, said the 8.5 
percent target has never had 
any effects on the number of 
students the district identifies 
as needing special education 
services. 

EDUCATION

“IT’S A LITTLE 
MISLEADING, I THINK, 
THAT THERE’S SOME 
PUNISHMENT IF WE GO 
OVER 8.5 [PERCENT].”

— TERESA CANON, CONROE ISD 
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

“The number out there by 
TEA for whatever reason has 
never governed our decisions 
about whether a child is eligi-
ble,” Canon said. “If they are 
eligible for special education, 
we serve them in special 
education.”

The goal in CISD is to meet 
the needs of special educa-
tion students so they can 
move into and be successful 
in general education classes, 
Canon said. 

“There are some students 
that reach a point where they 
no longer require special edu-
cation services and they may 
exit,” she said. “The majority 
do continue to need those 
services throughout their 
educational career.”

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
E N R O L L M E N T DECLINES

In Conroe ISD, the percentage of the student population enrolled in special education has 
slightly decreased since the 2006-07 school year. 

SOURCES: CONROE ISD, TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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4,364 STUDENTS

10%
4,483 STUDENTS

8.8%
4,211 STUDENTS

8.2%
4,069 STUDENTS

7.9%
4,002 STUDENTS

7.7%
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7.5%
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7.8%
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7.9%
4,603 STUDENTS

8.2%
4,916 STUDENTS

www.egamishfurniture.com

Family Owned, American Made

Friendswood Location
18980 Gulf Freeway, Friendswood

281-286-9911

Sugar Land Location 
3616 Hwy 6 S, Sugar Land 

281-277-0485

Built for a Lifetime
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Centro, a 13-acre development, will consist of 78 homes, 18 new concept townhomes and 
two commercial buildings. Construction is set to begin this spring. 

Construction on Shenandoah’s Centro 
mixed-use development slated for spring 
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER

Construction on Shenandoah’s first 
single-family residential development 
east of I-45 is slated to begin this 
spring, Palmetto MDR President and 
owner Tim Crawford said.

Centro, a 13-acre development 
surrounding Shenandoah’s David 
Memorial Drive extension project, will 
be a modern commercial and residen-
tial area located between Shenandoah 
Park Drive and the Sam Moon Center/
MetroPark Square. 

Developed by Palmetto Homes and 
its sister company, Palmetto MDR, 
Centro will consist of a gated commu-
nity of 78 single-family homes, 18 new 
concept townhomes and two com-
mercial buildings. Crawford said the 
development will be similar to those 
found in The Woodlands’ Hughes 
Landing and East Shore communities 
but with a modern twist. 

“There is nothing in the area with 
modern design, the proximity to 

amenities and transportation access 
at this low price point,” Crawford 
said. “It just doesn’t exist anywhere in 
North Houston.” 

The gated residential section will 
feature two-story detached patio 
homes and three-story detached town 
homes, with sizes ranging from 1,900 
square feet to 2,600 square feet and 
prices ranging from $300,000 to more 
than $400,000. All homes will include  
two-car garages. 

Crawford described the develop-
ment as being a “lock-and-leave” 
community with a maintenance-free 
homeowners association. He said he 
believes the community will appeal to 
internationals, single parents, empty 
nesters and young retirees. 

The 18 new concept townhomes will 
be detached, three-story 2,300 square 
feet structures. The top two floors will 
be a townhome while the bottom floor 
can be used for a variety of purposes, 
Crawford said. 

“Some options on the first floor 
include office, light retail, additional 
residential space—such as a mother 
in-law suite, a combination of uses or 
just open similar to a loft,” Crawford 
said. “This product is intended to be 
sold to investor buyers, primarily.” 

The final component of the devel-
opment is a pair of two-story retail or 
office buildings, which have a com-
bined space of 40,000 square feet. 
Crawford said the buildings will be 
located on either side of the David 
Memorial Drive extension project and 

are due to be complete by late 2018.
Adjacent to the development is 

Shenandoah’s large lake, which city 
officials plan to improve in the coming 
months to serve as an amenity for the 
community as well as a flood mitiga-
tion tactic. 

“Most likely, you will see home 
products going vertical fall 2017 after 
the private infrastructure is com-
pleted this summer,” Crawford said, 
“We think we will hit the market just 
as its starts to accelerate post-oil 
recession.”
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M. Fatheree Interiors

SAVE UP TO 50% ON ORIENTAL RUGS

15% OFF
Offer valid until March 31st, 2017
with no prior sales adjustment.

Present this coupon & save an additional savings off already discounted merchandise. Coupon expires 03/31/17. Not 
redeemable for cash. Cannot be applied to any previous purchases. Other restrictions apply. See store for details.

PRESENT THIS BONUS CERTIFICATE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

M. Fatheree Interiors has $5,000,000 in QUALITY NAME BRAND FURNITURE 
& RUGS, you have come to expect, at unbelievable prices. This GIANT inventory 
and showroom will be available on a first-come basis. Also choose from fine 
handmade rugs from all over the world including India, Pakistan, China, Tibet 
and rare Persian rugs.

As our valued customer, you will have the opportunity to make your purchase 
at incredible low prices. The store hours are Monday through Saturday 10am to 
6pm and Sunday 12pm to 5pm.

GOING ON NOW FOR A LIMITED TIME!

Lexington, Henredon, Bernhardt, Theodore Alexander, Maitland Smith, and more.

27582 I-45 NORTH • THE WOODLANDS, TX 77385• 281.296.9300

$5,000,000 in QUALITY NAME BRAND FURNITURE & RUGS
ENTIRE INVENTORY HAS BEEN PRICE SLASHED!



The Woodlands edition • March 2017 23

Shenandoah set to add third water plant by winter 
BY HANNAH ZEDAKER 

Shenandoah residents and business owners can 
expect their first water rate increase since 2010 
effective Oct. 1 to fund a new water plant and a Lone 
Star Groundwater Conservation District fee increase. 

The need for a third water plant is based solely on 
an increased water demand due to citywide commer-
cial and residential growth, city officials said.

“We’ve always tried to stay ahead of the curve 
when it comes to providing water to our residents 
and as we add [MetroPark Square and Centro], we 
are going to start reaching our water capacity,” 
Mayor Ritch Wheeler said. 

The new water plant costs approximately $2.4 mil-
lion and will be located on the east side of I-45, just 
north of Conroe ISD’s Woodforest Bank Stadium, 
City Administrator Greg Smith said. 

A tentative timeline puts the construction start 
date in May and the completion date in December. 
Once a project bid is awarded, more construction 
details will be available.

“We have more front doors, more grass, several 
new hotels and Memorial Hermann—our largest 
water user—which is continuing to grow,” Smith 
said. “The plant is not necessarily needed today—
this is just giving us an additional resource to     
handle our future growth.” 

Shenandoah previously had three water plants 
until 2015, when one of the plants was decommis-
sioned for producing an insufficient amount of 
water. 

Shenandoah’s water rate is $2 for a base con-
sumption of 5,000 gallons and increases based on 
personal consumption. An increased water usage 
rate was introduced during the Feb. 1 meeting how-
ever, City Council has yet to make a decision on the 
new rate. The item will likely be discussed during 
the March workshop and the council meeting and 
again at the spring town hall meeting in April. City         
officials did not comment on what rate increase 
options the council is considering. 

“The benefit to residents here is that we’re able to 
hold off on the rate increase until October,” Wheeler 
said. “We’re going to have one from LSGCD, so we’re 
going to hold off and do both at the same time.” 

Because the city does not separate water usage 
rates based on residential locations, Smith said the 
plant and rate increase will affect the entire city. 

“I encourage all residents to come to public city 
meetings to educate themselves on the decisions 
that the city is making and why those decisions are 
made,” Smith said. “It’s critical to have input from 
our residents—nobody likes water rate increases 
but, unfortunately, sometimes they are necessary.”

CITY 

Feb 1, 2017:  
Special meeting takes place to discuss 
new water plant, water rate increase 

March 2017: 
City awards water plant project to 
the lowest bidder; water rates will 
be discussed during City Council 
workshop and meeting

April 2017:  
City issues debt; water rates will be 
discussed during spring town hall 
meeting 

May 2017:  
Construction on new water plant 
begins 

Oct. 1, 2017:  
Rate increase goes into effect 

December 2017:  
New water plant is completed 

February 2018:  
First payment on new debt is made 

SOURCE: CITY OF SHENANDOAH/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

Water
In the coming months, the city of Shenandoah will 
begin construction on a new water plant and determine 
a water rate increase for residents and business owners. 

W O R K S

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE FOR SPRING  
BREAK CAMPS. CALL FOR A TOUR!
Primrose School of Harmony 
3433 Discovery Creek Blvd. | Spring, TX 77386 | 281.907.6900 

Primrose School of Imperial Oaks 
2114 Rayford Road | Spring, TX 77386 | 281.364.7400 

Primrose School of Spring-Klein 
22003 Bridgestone Lane | Spring, TX 77388 | 281.350.9595 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at College Park 
6403 College Park Drive | The Woodlands, TX 77384 | 936.321.5900 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Creekside Park 
26025 Strake Ranch Street | The Woodlands, TX 77389 | 281.351.7300 

Primrose School of The Woodlands at Sterling Ridge 
6909 Lake Woodlands Drive | The Woodlands, TX 77382 | 281.681.3500

FACT:

Studies show that children who 
spend time in the garden develop 
a love for fruits and vegetables.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Look, I made a carrot!

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company.  
©2017 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS ROAD UTILITY DISTRICT/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Woodlands Township takes no action 
regarding RUD board appointment
BY MARIE LEONARD

A spot typically filled by a Wood-
lands Township representative on 
the Woodlands Road Utility District 
No. 1 board will remain empty after 
concerns were expressed in late 2016 
regarding the legality of serving on a 
second board with taxing capabilities 
in the same geographical district. 

The WRUD is a special-purpose 
district created by House Bill 2818—
authored by then-state Sen. Kevin 
Brady—in 1991 to construct and fund 
major thoroughfares and collector 
streets in The Woodlands. 

From its inception until 2014, the 
WRUD board consisted of five mem-
bers elected by voters in the district, 
which encompasses roughly 2,500 
acres in The Woodlands. 

However, a change in legislation 
in 2014 allowed it to appoint two 
additional directors, one from The 
Woodlands Township and one from 
Montgomery County. At that time, the 
township selected former township 
Director Mike Bass to serve on the 
board. 

“[The WRUD] provided an offer to 
the township and county to appoint 

either an elected official or staff mem-
ber to serve,” township President and 
General Manager Don Norrell said. “In 
effect, by that action, it increased their 
elected board from five [members] to 
five [members] with two elected repre-
sentatives.”

After losing his bid for re-election 
on the township board in November, 
Bass’ resignation created a vacancy on 
the WRUD board the township had an 
option to fill, Norrell said. The other 
countywide elected official serving 
on the board is Montgomery County 
Judge Craig Doyal.

After the new township board 
was seated in November following 
elections, it considered appointing 
directors to other boards and com-
mittees in the community, including 
The Woodlands Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, but there were no volunteers 
to serve on the WRUD. 

“The argument from many is that 
[the WRUD] is taxation without 
representation,” township board 
Chairman Gordy Bunch said. “It’s not 
a false accusation. The [addition of 
two elected official board members in 
2014] was to create the semblance of 

representation through extra appoint-
ments.” 

DISTRICT DETAILS

The WRUD levies a commercial 
property tax rate of 32 cents per $100 
valuation to pay for various road 
projects.

 It has issued $108 million in debt 
for projects in The Woodlands, Bunch 
said. One of the most recent projects 
is the ongoing Kuykendahl Road dual 
bridge project over Spring Creek in 
Creekside Park. 

Having a small number of voters 
in the district is one of the issues the 
township has with serving on the 
WRUD board as well as serving on 
another board with taxing powers in 
the same geographical area. 

“It’s difficult to ascertain or influ-
ence these projects,” Bunch said.

Bunch said in an instance where a 
project may be designed by the WRUD, 
there is no ability to block the issu-
ance of the debt or the project from 
moving forward. 

“Five members are elected by the 
number of voters in the district, how-
ever, people elected are not within the 
district necessarily,” Bunch said. “The 
only broadly publicly elected people 
is the appointee we appoint and the 
county judge.” 

According to the enabling legisla-
tion, the qualifications to serve as a 

director on the WRUD board are that 
a director must be at least 18 years 
of age, a resident of Texas and not 
disqualified by law. Although the 
boundaries of the district encompass 
the township, they are drawn so no 
residential homes are included. 

The legislation that created the 
district did not include a boundary 
description, instead it referred to 
a “metes and bounds” description 
recorded in real property records of 
Montgomery County. 

Bass’ term on the WRUD board was 
set to end in May, at which time the 
township board may choose to revisit 
the issue again if it so desires. 

If an elected official or staff member 
from the township is appointed to the 
WRUD board, that person would oper-
ate more as an independent official, 
Norrell said, and could relay informa-
tion back to the township regarding 
ongoing and future projects. 

“They’re representing the township, 
but not voting how this board would 
determine as appropriate,” Norrell 
said. “They’re basing their decisions 
as a single board member on a sepa-
rate governmental entity.”

GOVERNMENT

WHAT WRUD?I S  
T H E

The Woodlands Road Utility District No. 1 was formed in the 1990s to construct  
major thoroughfares and connector streets in The Woodlands. 

The WRUD has the 
same boundaries 
as The Woodlands 
Township. 

Residents do not 
pay taxes to the 
WRUD, but it does 
levy a commercial 
property tax.

The township has 
filled one of the 
seven positions on 
the WRUD’s board 
since 2014. 

The WRUD meets 
at 10 a.m. on the 
fourth Monday of 
every month at 
TWJPA.

PROJECTS COMPLETED BY THE WRUD
• The bridge on Lake Robbins Drive 

near The Woodlands Mall

• Research Forest Drive widening 
project from two to four lanes 

• Kuykendahl Road dual bridge project 

• Proposed Lake Woodlands Drive 
overpass project 

Since its inception in the 1990s, the Woodlands Road Utility District has levied a 
commercial property tax to pay for road improvement projects, including: 

“THE ARGUMENT FROM MANY IS 
THAT [THE WRUD] IS TAXATION 
WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.”

— GORDY BUNCH, TOWNSHIP BOARD CHAIRMAN

CONSULTANTS | DESIGNERS | ENGINEERS | PLANNERS

888.583.9724 | www.fisherarnold.com

Celebrate Easter

Christ Church United Methodist 
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands, TX 77381 

936.273.2030  www.cc-um.org

Sunday, April 16, 2017 
Sunrise Service - 6:30 AM

8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 AM
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Home-school growth in The Woodlands 
spurs amenities, programs for children
BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Although there are a variety of 
public and private schools to choose 
from in The Woodlands area, there is 
another education niche that has been 
growing not only in The Woodlands 
but in Texas and the U.S. as well: 
homeschooling. 

According to the U.S. Department 
of Education, in 2012 there were an 
estimated 1.8 million home-schooled 
students in the U.S., which is an 
increase from 850,000 in 1999, when 
estimates were first reported. 

Raise Your Hand Texas, an educa-
tion advocacy organization, reported 
5 percent of school-aged Texans were 
homeschooled in the 2014-2015 school 
year, compared to 4 percent enrolled 
in private school.

Organizations in The Woodlands 
catering to home-schooled students 
expect the number to continue to 
grow as well, which has prompted the 
need for more programs and amenities 
to accommodate the rising trend.

Elise Eaton, director of Extraor-
dinary Education in Magnolia, said 
the home-schooled population has 
been growing in Montgomery County, 
which has prompted the need for 
more amenities to accommodate the 
rising trend. The organization, which 
is located on the border of The Wood-
lands, offers parent-directed educa-
tion programs with a university-style 
schedule.

“Home-schooling is very much 
growing in the area,” Eaton said. 
“People are seeing it’s a really viable 
option. Private schools are becoming 
very expensive, and some people are 

dissatisfied with public school. We 
have kids come from all over to take 
a class here—from The Woodlands, 
Conroe, Houston, Montgomery and 
Spring.”

Eaton said the best thing about orga-
nizations like Extraordinary Education 
is some parents who are home-school-
ing their children need help in certain 
subjects, so classes are available 
throughout the week, and children are 
still able to take work home.

“It’s like a college for kids,” Eaton 
said. “A lot of parents are looking for 
outside help. Parents need choices.”

Bethany Paterno, founder of CTR 
Christian Academy, another orga-
nization catering to home-schooled 
families in The Woodlands area, said 
she thinks more affordable home-
school amenities need to be available 
to accommodate the growing home-
school population.

“In The Woodlands, most things are 
expensive,” Paterno said. “We have 
enough programs in the area, but a lot 
of people can’t afford them. Home-
school needs to be affordable.”

CTR Christian Academy teaches 
children in small classes for hands-on 
learning a couple days out of the week 
and then has children work at home 
with their parents for the rest of the 
week. Paterno said she believes the 
academy provides the best mesh of 
a public school and home-schooling 
experience. 

“I feel like having a loving home 
environment for kids in a loving home 
is a factor that makes you unstoppa-
ble,” she said. “We provide home-
school work based on the children’s 

learning style. A lot of parents may not 
feel capable of home-schooling, but I 
feel more confident that this way.”

Brianne Yancy, co-owner of Champs 
Educational Services on Egypt Lane, 
said she agrees with Paterno and that 
there is a need for additional ameni-
ties in the area.

“Five years ago, we had five or six 
students and now we have over 100 
combined home-schooled and public 
school students,” Yancy said. “We’ve 
been growing as alternative education 
grows in the community.

For children who are home-
schooled who would like to interact 
in other programs based on science 

and robotics, The Woodlands Chil-
dren’s Museum also offers classes in 
the spring and fall for home-schooled 
children.

Ana Noe, education coordinator for 
the museum, said the early science 
and robotic programs offered for chil-
dren ages 4-8 offer a positive learning 
experience. 

“I think it’s an environment that 
fosters their creativity and the groups 
are fairly small, so it’s a good teach-
er-to-student ratio,” Noe said. “We 
have pretty regular students. There’s 
plenty of home-schooled students in 
the community, and they take care of 
each other.”

EDUCATION

SOURCES: RAISE YOUR HAND TEXAS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
* DATA COLLECTED FROM THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Although the public school population 
remains highest in Texas, there are 
reportedly more students who are home-
schooled than enrolled in private school.TRENDS

HOMESCHOOL

HOMESCHOOL  
POPULATION IN THE U.S.

1999: 850,000
2012: 1.8 MILLION

Enrollment in public schools: 91%

Enrollment in private schools: 4% 

Home-schooled students: 5%

TEXAS STUDENT ENROLLMENT DATA FOR 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR

TOTAL SCHOOL-AGED TEXANS: 5,687,011

REASONS BEHIND HOMESCHOOLING*

A concern about  
environment of other school91% A desire to provide a nontraditional 

approach to education44%
A desire to provide  
moral instruction77% Other reasons17%
A dissatisfaction with academic 
instruction at other schools74% Child has special needs16%
A desire to provide  
religious instruction64% Child has a physical or mental 

health problem15%

The following percentages represent parents who 
gave different reasons for homeschooling their child.

www.johncooper.org  one john cooper drive, the woodlands, tX 77381 • 281.367.0900
Mural created by K-5 art students.

Celebrate the Arts
Cooper’s annual day-long celebration of the visual and 

performing arts is expanding to a week of festivities, April 17-22. 
Visual arts exhibits will highlight the diversity of artwork from pre-k 

students to advanced level senior artists. Complementing the 
visual arts will be evening musical and dramatic performances.
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Woodlands office market 
seeks rebound from oil and 
gas downturn, surplus space
BY MARIE LEONARD

A high availability of office space in The Wood-
lands area due to the oil and gas downturn and 
new developments being completed has resulted in 
a tenant’s market. 

At the end of 2016, there was about 1.8 million 
square feet of vacant space in The Woodlands 
area on the market and a 12 percent vacancy rate, 
according to data from Colliers International.

 “The net reality is, there is a significant amount 
of available space in the market right now,” said 
Jeff Beard, president of Woodlands-based J. Beard 
Real Estate Co. “If we were in the Galleria, down-
town or near Westchase, that would mean nothing 
because the market is so large. But [in The Wood-
lands] it means we have a high availability rate.”

VACANCY FACTORS

The rise in availability can be attributed to a flat-
tening in demand for new office space and a com-
bination of new buildings coming online, said Paul 
Layne, executive vice president for The Woodlands 
Development Company. 

“In a slower economy—like Houston has been in 
due to the drop in oil prices—many companies have 
chosen to renew in their location rather than branch 
out and expand,” he said.

The oil and gas downturn, which began in late 
2014, resulted in the downsizing of office space over 
the past two years as companies laid off employees; 
nearly 80,000 oil-related jobs have been lost in 
Houston since the downturn began.  

“The oil and energy companies take up the 
majority of the office space, so when you have a 
contraction like we’ve had with oil prices, it’s a nat-
ural reaction to have the oil companies trim down,” 
said OJ Bobek, director of commercial real estate for 
Keller Williams in The Woodlands.

Before the oil and gas downturn began, oil at 
$100 a barrel was a major driver for a variety of 
industries in the Greater Houston area, includ-
ing medical and commercial, said Ross Foldetta, 
founder and principal of Foldetta Commercial, a 
commercial real estate firm in The Woodlands.

“Whether we like it or not, the Greater Houston 
area is still very driven by the oil and gas economy,” 
he said. “However, developers had a practical level 
of reasoning to think opportunistically when new 
office product was originally planned and started.”

The addition of new office buildings over the past 
several years in Town Center, Hughes Landing and 
Lakeside has also affected the amount of square 
footage on the market, Beard said. 

“Because of the new construction, I think it skews 
the numbers a little so that vacancy is higher than 
some other submarkets [in the Houston area],” he 
said. “But rental rates are some of the highest in the 

DEVELOPMENT 

city, and that’s an indication it’s a desired market.”
There are three newly constructed speculative 

buildings on the periphery of The Woodlands with 
low occupancy numbers, Foldetta said. 

“That’s a considerable amount of our office 
vacancy,” he said. “I think you’ll see these buildings 
will lag behind what [The Woodlands and Spring-
woods Village] experience for successfully landing 
major companies.”

 Subleasing has also become more prevalent 
during the downturn as companies find themselves 
no longer in need of as much or any office space, 
Bobek said. 

“Say I’m an oil company and I can’t use my space 
anymore, so I give it to a broker,” he said. “Now I 
bring that space to the marketplace, so we not only 
have new space, but sublease space. The current 
tenant is still paying on that space, so his incentive 
is to reduce his rent to have a more attractive tenant 
to take his space.”

Although there is a large availability of office 
space on the market in The Woodlands, the area is 
still faring better than other parts of Houston, real 
estate brokers said. 

“It’s a more consistent, high-quality area to [work] 
and live in, and because of those things, historically 
we have stayed substantially better than Houston 
overall,” Layne said. 

TENANT ADVANTAGES, AMENITIES 

In terms of new office spaces, landlords have to 
get creative during a downturn if they want to lease 
properties, Bobek said. 

“They have to offer tenant improvements, maybe 
free rent, or drop some of their rates to get more 
competitive with subleases,” he said. 

Tenant incentives are tied to supply and demand, 
which means incentives typically increase when 
there is more supply than demand, Layne said. 

“It’s what’s referred to as a tenant’s market,” 
Beard said. 

Newly opened office spaces in The Woodlands 
also have new amenities not seen before to cater to 
new tenants, such as 3 Hughes Landing, which is in 
available for new tenants.

The space offers a number of amenities for ten-
ants not typically found in the workplace, such as 
a boat dock, a fitness center and showers, a confer-
ence center and a lounge area. In addition, the park-
ing garage will feature bicycle and kayak storage so 
tenants can bike, jog or row to work, Layne said. 

“We’re trying to push a completely different life-
style opportunity,” he said. 

Just south of The Woodlands in Springwoods Vil-
lage, there is a lot of leasing activity occurring; HP 
announced plans for a 12-acre campus in January. 
It will house 2,400 employees when it opens next 
year, according to Patrinely Group, the developer of 
CityPlace in Springwoods Village. 

“That transportation amenity [Springwoods 
Village] has as an influence factor has clearly shown 
to be relevant,” Foldetta said. “They’re effectively at 
the hub of the Grand Parkway, Hardy Toll Road and 
I-45. They have transportation connectors others 
can’t replicate.”

New office development is still taking place on the 
west side of The Woodlands as well. Construction 
began in February on The Offices at Dry Creek, an 
office condominium project located a quarter-mile 
from the May Valley neighborhood.

The first model units will be complete this sum-
mer, featuring private, front-door walk-up entrances 
and surface-level parking. 

“Unique to these modern office condominiums 

Above-average rents, buildings have 
high-standard finishings, good location, 
state-of-the-art systems and equipment

Buildings with a variety of users with aver-
age-priced rent, building finishes are average

Buildings offering functional space at rents 
below average for the area

The oil and gas downturn in Houston and 
the addition of new office buildings in The 
Woodlands area has resulted in higher 
vacancy rates in the local office market. Real 
estate experts in the area said it could take 
years for the market to fully recover.

“BECAUSE OF THE NEW CONSTRUCTION, 
I THINK IT SKEWS THE NUMBERS A LITTLE 
SO THAT VACANCY IS HIGHER THAN SOME 
OTHER SUBMARKETS [IN THE HOUSTON 
AREA].”

— JEFF BEARD, J. BEARD REAL ESTATE CO. PRESIDENT

Class A 
1,345,571 sq. ft.

Class B 
462,554 sq. ft.

Class C 
17,763 sq. ft.

Total 
1,825,888 sq. ft.

CLASS

A

CLASS

B

CLASS

C

Inventory in The Woodlands area

Class A buildings: 

Class A square footage:

39
10,926,590

Class B buildings: 

Class B square footage:

70
4,407,883

Class C buildings: 

Class C square footage:

5
328,281

Fourth quarter 2016 data:

The largest amount of 
vacancy in The Woodlands is 
in Class A office space.

Vacancy square 
footage

Total:  
114 buildings

15,662,754 sq. ft.
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is smart office technology, which offers high-tech 
options such as fiber-optic cable to provide light-
ning-speed connectivity,” Sales Director Lewis 
Walker said.  

MOVING FORWARD 

Although it may take three or four years for the 
office market to fully recover from the downturn, 
Bobek said the demand in the coming months will 

most likely be for smaller office spaces in The Wood-
lands area. 

“I think you’re going to see, on any new or 
existing space, most of the landlords or sublessors 
will break down spaces into smaller space sizes,” 
he said. “The demand for 20,000 square feet and 
multiple floors isn’t there anymore. Now there is a 
demand for smaller spaces anywhere between 2,000 
and 10,000 square feet.” 

Foldetta said the non-Class A office market will 
probably see the most traction in the next several 
months. 

However, it is unclear how long it will take ulti-
mately to absorb the vacancies in the local market, 
he said.

“That’s one of the key questions,” he said.
Layne said he is optimistic about 2017 and 

the recovery for businesses in Houston and The 
Woodlands that will create additional growth and 
stability.

“I think we’ll see a strong uptick in leasing as 
companies believe Houston is coming out of the 
down cycle,” he said. “We’ll begin to grow again, 
thereby [causing companies to take] more space and 
[be] more optimistic to move to higher-quality office 
buildings.” 

Beard said he expects to see a firming of rental 
rates this year along with more leasing activity, 
which means more absorption of empty space. 

“I think we’ve maybe bottomed out at peak avail-
ability, and I see those things improving,” he said. 
“Our activity in the first two months [of 2017] has 
been extraordinary.”

The current market state should place companies 
in a position to pick and choose what they want, 
Bobek said. 

“Everyone was shell-shocked in the past two 
years,” he said. “The bleeding may be over, but the 
healing isn’t.”

3 HUGHES LANDING 
• Twelve-story Class A office building 
• 321,000 rentable square feet 
• $28.50-$36 net price per square foot

HAVENWOOD OFFICE PARK
• Four-story Class A office building
• 250,000 rentable square feet
• Price withheld 
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NEW OFFICE BUILDINGS  
O N  T H E  M A R K E T

THE OFFICES AT DRY CREEK
• Office condominiums 
• Individual offices start at 1,350 square feet 
• Units can be sold or leased
• Price starts in the low $300,000s

SOURCES: JEFF BEARD, THE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

There are several newer office buildings either under 
construction or in lease-up mode on the market in The 
Woodlands area as of the first quarter of 2017.
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Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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31220 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring, Texas 77386 | (832) 813-7170
fallsatimperialoaks.com

NEW SCHOOLS

VALUE

AMENITIES

LIVING

Homes from the $200s to $600+

A+ Living 
in Falls at Imperial Oaks
Multiple choice. No wrong answers.
 
Not all communities are created equal. Some 
are at the top of their class across all areas of 
homeownership. That’s what you get when you 
live at The Falls — because an active-family 
community with great schools, superb location and 
resort-style amenities is a sure path to success.

The Falls is zoned for the brand 
new Grand Oaks High School 
opening Fall 2018.

BONUS 
POINTS

2200 Lake Woodlands Dr.  |  The Woodlands, TX 77380  |  281.297.5900  

Find more information at
thewoodlandsumc.org/easter

CELEBRATE EASTER 
WITH US 
 WORSHIP SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY | APRIL 13
7:30+ p.m. | Traditional | Main Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY | APRIL 14
Noon and 5:00 p.m. | Traditional | Robb Chapel
7:00+ p.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center
7:00+ p.m. | Contemporary | Harvest Worship Center

HOLY SATURDAY | APRIL 15
3:00+ p.m. | Children’s Service | Main Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center

EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 16
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00+ a.m. | Traditional | Main Sanctuary
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. | Traditional | Robb Chapel
9:30 and 11:00+ a.m. | Modern | Loft Worship Center
8:00, 9:30,+ 11:00 a.m. Contemporary
 and 5:30 p.m. Harvest Worship Center 

+ Live streaming online at thewoodlandsumc.org/worship
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Montgomery County approves 10 percent 
general homestead exemption
BY MARIE LEONARD 

Property tax relief is on the way for 
Montgomery County residents follow-
ing a unanimous vote by Commission-
ers Court on Feb. 14 to approve a 10 
percent general homestead exemption. 

A 10 percent optional homestead 
exemption will result in a potential 
annual savings of $125.40 for the 
average home valued at $268,685 
in Montgomery County, Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Tammy McRae said. The 
county’s property tax rate is 46.67 
cents per $100 valuation.

The loss in revenue for the county 
due to a 10 percent exemption would 
be approximately $13 million, she 
said. Montgomery County expects 
to generate approximately $12.8 
million in additional revenue this 
year, although the final amount may 
change by this summer because of 
taxpayer protests and proposed state 
legislation. 

“We’ve already discussed the fact 
that the budget has grown far and 
above inflation and population,” said 
Precinct 3 Commissioner James Noack, 
who originally proposed a 20 percent 
homestead exemption. “Though it will 
certainly present a challenge for the 
court to go through line by line in the 
budget and accommodate the full 20 
percent [exemption], we do know 10 
percent of that will come off growth 
for this year.” 

However, other members of the 
court had concerns about the full  
20 percent exemption and offered the 
10 percent option instead. 

“I’m not going to put a 20 percent 
reduction out there knowing we need 

the money to fund law enforcement 
and road improvements,” Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jim Clark said. “I want 
to make a commitment of a 20 percent 
reduction, and I feel like we could do 
that; I just don’t think we can do it this 
upcoming [budget] cycle.” 

County Judge Craig Doyal said he 
has been talking with local mayors to 
try and make tax reduction a priority 
countywide as the county’s portion 
of the tax bill is 16 percent. There are 
typically six or seven taxing jurisdic-
tions on the average tax statement, 
McRae said. 

“If we cut too much, we put our-
selves in jeopardy of harming law 
enforcement and not being able to 
keep up with infrastructure, which 
could cost us in our economic devel-
opment,” Doyal said. “Some of the 
chamber presidents are concerned 
that if we don’t keep up with our infra-
structure pace, we’ll start losing eco-
nomic development. That commercial 
development is what pays the bills for 
Montgomery County. It’s important we 
look at all of that with being mindful 
that we need to provide some tax relief 
for our citizens.”

The motion can still be amended 
legally by the court until July 1, but 
the Montgomery Central Appraisal 
District must have information regard-
ing the exemption amount by April 1, 
McRae said. 

In Montgomery County, average 
appraised home values have increased 
by 18 percent since 2014, according 
to MCAD. Additionally, between 
2005 and 2015, overall market val-
ues increased by 142.9 percent for 

single-family homes in the county.
More than a dozen residents from 

across the county urged the court to 
approve the 20 percent homestead 
exemption during public comments at 
the beginning of the meeting. 

“My wife and I moved here 24 years 
ago,” resident Calvin Russell said. 
“We’ve lived in the same house; it 
hasn’t changed since we built it. We 
were so proud when we paid it off 
several years ago. Today, our tax bill is 
about three times what my mortgage 
and my interest and my tax bill was 
when we moved here.”

Precinct 1 resident Reagan Reed said 
he believes the exemption is doable 

because of the additional almost  
$13 million in county revenue pro-
jected to come in this year. 

“As I’m finishing college and 
looking at buying a home myself, I’m 
very concerned I will not be able to 
buy a home and live in the county 
I’ve grown up in and come to love 
because of high property taxes,” he 
said. As it stands today, Montgomery 
County offers a $35,000 exemption for 
residents age 65 and older, in addition 
to two disabled veteran exemptions, 
McRae said. 

Residents must file an application 
for all exemptions with the appropriate 
appraisal district office.

COUNTY 

Although Montgomery County approved a homestead exemption, it is less than 
one-quarter of the average resident’s property tax statement. 

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Montgomery County commissioners voted in February to approve a 10 percent 
homestead exemption for all taxpayers in the county. 

C O U N T Y  P R O P E R T Y  TA X  R E L I E F

EFFORTS

ESTIMATED TAXPAYER SAVINGS

AVERAGE PROPERTY TAX BILL

County government losses  
A 10 percent homestead exemption 
would result in the following losses 
 for the county:

Based on  
a home valued at 

$268,685

A 10% homestead  
exemption would result in  

a value reduction of  
$26,869

-$2.9 billion in taxable value 

-$13.9 million
 in property  

       tax revenue

Average school tax:  
46% or $3,529

Average special district tax:  
19% or $1,444

Average county tax:  
16% or $1,254

Average city tax:  
15% or $1,167

Average ESD tax:  
4% or $266

a tax reduction of  

$125.40
 per year

LSC- University Center  •  3232 College Drive •  The Woodlands, TX 77384 
936-273-7628 • www.ollusa.edu/TheWoodlands

Our Lady of the Lake University gives you scheduling options 
to complete your undergraduate or 

graduate degree on the weekends and reach your career goals.

TAKE YOUR CAREER TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Earn a degree on weekends in The Woodlands
BACHELOR’S • MASTER’S • DOCTORAL

Join us for an Open House
for Undergraduate Programs

    Monday, April 3 • 6:00 pm 

 Saturday, March 25 • 9:00 am

Sign up online at 
www.ollusa.edu/InfoSession

or an All Program 
Information Session
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New Senate bill puts hurdle in front of Harris 
County’s plans to repurpose Astrodome 
BY MARIE LEONARD 

State Sen. John Whitmire, 
D-Houston, introduced a bill 
Feb. 15 that, if signed into law, 
would prevent Harris County 
from moving forward with a 
new Astrodome repurposing 
plan without voter approval. 

Senate Bill 884, dubbed 
by Whitmire’s office as the 
Harris County Taxpayer 
Protection Act, would require 
Harris County to obtain voter 
approval for any improve-
ment or redevelopment to the 
facility costing $10 million or 
more. 

“Simply stated, it will 
require the county, before 
they go forward and spend 
over $100 million on refur-
bishing the Dome, that 
they go back and get voter 
approval,” Whitmire said. 

Harris County Judge Ed 

Emmett said the legislation is 
an example of state govern-
ment making it difficult for 
local government to do its job.  

Last fall, Commissioners 
Court approved a new  
$105 million Astrodome reno-
vation project, which involves 
raising the facility’s floor 30 
feet to ground level, provid-
ing 9 acres of open space for 
events and adding two levels 
of underground parking. 

County officials said the 
proposal—for which the archi-
tectural engineering contract 
was awarded in mid-Feb-
ruary—would not involve 
a property tax increase; 
instead, it would be funded 
evenly through the county’s 
general fund, hotel occu-
pancy tax funds and parking 
enterprise funds. 

Although Whitmire said 

AT THE CAPITOL

his legislation would respect 
the taxpayers’ voices, Emmett 
said the existing plan for the 
Astrodome is far different 
from the 2013 bond proposal. 

“The county was ready to 
undertake a comprehensive 
analysis of future operation 
and maintenance needs at 
NRG Park, but that cannot 
go forward until we have 
certainty about the role of the 
Astrodome,” Emmett said.

Emmett said demolish-
ing the Astrodome would 
cost at least $30 million, 
which would in turn result 
in taxpayers bearing more of 
the costs of maintaining and 
upgrading NRG Stadium. 

“I would much rather use 
property taxes to fund flood 
control efforts, mental health 
initiatives, transportation 
improvements and other 

A S T R O D O M E
PLAN HITS SNAG

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS SENATE BILL 884/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

programs that improve daily 
life,” Emmett said. “I urge 
Senator Whitmire and his 
colleagues to focus on the 
real needs of Texas and allow 
government to do its job.”

Whitmire said the 2013 elec-
tion still governs in his world. 

“With the dire problems we 
have of homes flooding, too 
few deputies, roads are still in 

disrepair, no homeless shel-
ter, a mental health system 
that needs attention, I have 
to represent my constituents 
and go back and say get voter 
approval,” Whitmire said. 
“Honor the previous election 
before you engage on such an 
endeavor.” 

Additional reporting by 
Shawn Arrajj

Harris County’s plans to repurpose the Astrodome could 
be hindered if state Sen. John Whitmire, D-Houston, gets 
his latest bill signed into law.

Voters rejected a  

$217 million bond 
election in 2013 that would have turned the 

Astrodome into a multipurpose events center. 

Whitmire’s bill would 
prevent Harris County 
from redeveloping the 

Astrodome if the project costs 
more than $10 million  
without voter approval. 

A $105 million plan to 
repurpose the facility would 

be subject to voter  
approval if the bill passes. 

The plan calls for funding the 
project evenly in  

three ways:  
the general fund, hotel 

occupancy tax funds and 
parking enterprise funds. 

Harris County has said 
demolishing the Astrodome 

would cost at least  

$30 million.

Take State Highway 249 north. Go one 
mile north of Decker Prairie Rd./Hardin 
Store Road and turn left on Woodtrace 

Boulevard into Woodtrace.WoodtraceCommunity.com  |   FriendswoodDevelopment.com

 
-  A Gated Entry   
-  A Recreation Center with clubhouse & pool
-  23-acre, spring-fed Woodtrace Lake 
-  Miles of wooded greenbelt trails
-  Parks & nature reserves  
-  Outstanding Tomball ISD Schools
-  Convenient location on SH 249, just north of the       
   new Grand Parkway

New Homes from the $280s - $700s Seven Furnished
Model Homes

Open Daily
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BY EMILY DONALDSON 

Since the Legislature has been in session, the topic 
of “sanctuary cities” has dominated conversation 
under the pink dome. 

Governor Greg Abbott made the elimination of sanc-
tuary cities—cities that do not to comply with Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement detainer requests 
and policies—in Texas one of his four emergency state 
priorities in January. 

Officials say a detainer request from ICE is just 
that—a request—that law-enforcement officials in 
Harris and Montgomery counties can choose to comply 
with. Neither entity views detainers as legally binding.

Capt. Bryan Carlisle with the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office said the agency follows the Constitu-
tion and state law. 

“It is one of the beauties that we have under the 
law—the right of discretion,” he said. “Of course we 
want the bad folks out. … But ICE can make requests 
all day long, and it is only a request. A judge is the only 
person who can legally decide what happens.”

Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, is looking to change 
the discretionary nature of these requests by making 
them legally binding. In Senate Bill 4, jurisdictions 
that do not honor detainers will face repercussions in 
the form of civil penalties, withdrawal of state funding 
and criminal charges for those in leadership roles.

According to law-enforcement agencies, once a 

person is arrested, he or she will undergo an interview. 
If during that interview a correctional officer has a rea-
son to believe the arrested person is an undocumented 
immigrant, the officer contacts ICE. 

Reasons for suspicion can include the arrestee’s ori-
gin country, if the person identifies himself or herself 
as being foreign-born, or fingerprinting. ICE can then 
choose to issue a detainer request, which gives ICE 48 
hours to transfer the person into ICE custody.

In February, Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez 
announced he would be discontinuing ICE’s voluntary 
287(g) program that trained local law-enforcement 
agents to perform ICE duties within Harris County.

Jason Spencer, a public affairs director with the 
sheriff’s office, said the decision to discontinue the 
program would save the county at least $675,000 
per year.

“By opting out of that program, it frees up resources 
for us to redeploy in a way that our sheriff thinks will 
have a big impact on public safety,” Spencer said.

Spencer said he was not aware of a situation in 
which the office would deny a detainer request from 
ICE, but he also did not want to speculate on that issue. 

Carlisle said that although the sheriff’s office does 
exercise the right of discretion, the agency does not 
make blanket decisions. He said the sheriff’s office is 
waiting to see how SB 4 develops before assuming it 
could impact daily operations.

AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

Processing a

DETAINER REQUEST
Immigration and Customs Enforcement and local law 
enforcement agencies follow a seven-step process for detainer 
requests in the state. 

A  
person is 
arrested.

A law-
enforcement 

officer 
interviews the 

arrestee. 

If suspicions 
emerge about 
immigration 

status, the officer 
contacts ICE.

ICE chooses if it 
wants to detain 

the arrestee. ICE 
may or may not 

request detainer.

If detainer is 
requested, the law-

enforcement agency 
chooses whether to 
detain the arrestee.

If person is 
detained, ICE has 
48 hours to take 
the arrestee into 

custody.

Once 48 hours 
have passed, if ICE 

has not arrived, 
the arrestee must 

be released.

SOURCES: HARRIS, MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HARRIS & MONTGOMERY COUNTIES BY THE NUMBERS

Number of detainers requested

2015
164 N/A

61 128Number released to ICE
101 N/A

55 249

2016
30 71

4 N/A

2017
Police departments work with ICE to determine individuals’ immigration statuses.

NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during 
the 85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan media organization that informs Texans   and 
engages with them   about public policy, politics, government 
and statewide issues. Learn more at texastribune.org.

Transportation funds targeted

• More than a year after Texas voters approved routing 
billions in state sales taxes to roads and bridges, some 
lawmakers are questioning whether the first payment of  
$5 billion should move forward as planned. They are raising 
the prospect of reducing that initial cash infusion to free up 
money for other state programs.

School choice bill to be taken up

• Texas senators will be taking up Senate Bill 3, which 
pushes education savings accounts that give Texas parents 
public money to spend on private K-12 school tuition and 
education-related expenses. The bill also proposes tax-
credit scholarships, which would allow businesses to count 
contributions to approved scholarship organizations as 
credit against their insurance premium tax.

CPS overhaul begins taking shape

• Texas House of Representatives members are considering 
legislation that would make it easier for relatives to adopt 
at-risk children, eliminate bureaucracy in Child Protective 
Services and strengthen local foster care services. A Senate 
bill includes reviewing and retaining abuse and neglect 
records for longer periods and making sure CPS special 
investigators see residential child care facilities’ abuse 
victims within three days.

The ‘bathroom bill’ debate

• The Senate State Affairs Committee will take up SB 6, which 
would require that  transgender people use bathrooms 
in public schools and government buildings based on 
their “biological sex” and override local laws that allow 
transgender Texans to use the bathroom that corresponds 
with their gender identity.

Where budget talks are

• Senate and House committees are already discussing the 
chambers’ respective budget proposals, which start with a 
nearly $8 billion difference. The budget debate will go deep 
into the session, which wraps up in late May. 

‘Sanctuary,’ ethics bills go to House

• The Texas Senate has signed off on anti-”sanctuary” 
legislation and an ethics reform bill, measures that deal 
with two issues Gov. Greg Abbott has deemed as emergency 
items. The bills now go to the House.

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

Harris, Montgomery counties prepare for immigration legislation

HARRIS COUNTY MONTGOMERY COUNTY

March 25, 2017 Hamilton Loomis
April 1, 2017      Junior Gordon Band
April 8, 2017      Fab 5
April 15, 2017    Rat Ranch
April 22, 2017    Nightbird (Stevie Nicks Tribute) 
April 29, 2017    Southern County Line 
          (George Strait Tribute) 

May 6, 2017       Rick Schuler (John Denver Tribute) 
May 13, 2017     Doug Allen Nash 
          (Johnny Cash/ Neil Diamond Tribute Band)
May 14, 2017     Mother’s Day Brunch 
          with Elvis Tribute Band - reservations only
May 20, 2017     Nobody’s Fool
May 27, 2017     Texas Flood (Stevie Ray Vaughn Tribute) 
June 3, 2017       Already Gone

Yes, There is a Vineyard 
in The Woodlands

Wild Stallion Vineyards began in 2008 with the planting of  Blanc du Bois grapes, which produce a lovely 
dry, white wine with a tropical fi nish. We now have 1500 fl ourishing vines. WSV has a spacious Tasting Center 
perfect for your next corporate meeting, wedding and reception, or any other special occasion that includes 
great wine and spectacular views of  the vineyards, gardens and lake. 

(281) 803- WINE (9463) • WildStallionVineyards.com • 5969 West Rayford Road, Spring, TX 77389
 Wild Stallion Vineyards •   @ws_vineyards •  @wild_stallion_vineyards

Spring Concert Series From 5-9pm. 
Enjoy Wine, Music and Food!

Please move “No outside food 
or drinks allowed” to under 
the concert schedule. 

No outside food or drinks allowed.
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15 Houston Dynamo mascot visit
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum hosts Diesel, the mascot of the 
Houston Dynamo soccer team. The event 
also includes a soccer net for children to 
enjoy a fun activity. 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
$6 (admission for attendees age 1 and 
older). The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, The 
Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org.

17   St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
The Woodlands Children’s 

Museum encourages everyone who is 
Irish-at-heart to join the event, which 
includes traditional Irish dancers and 
juggler Claude Sims. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $6 
(admission, guests age 1 and older).  
The Woodlands Children’s Museum, 
4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 280, 
The Woodlands. 281-465-0955.  
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

17  The Woodlands 
Shamrock Shindig 

Hosted by Inspire Productions, the event 
features green beer, live music, food trucks 
and Irish dancers. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Free (lim-
ited number of early bird slots are available), 
$5 (at the door). Town Green Park, 2099 
Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands. 713-
594-3165. www.stpattysdaywoodlands.
eventbrite.com 

18  Flea market
Hosted by The Woodlands Village 

Association, the event provides a setting 
for residents of The Woodlands to sell used 

household goods and other merchandise, 
since The Woodlands covenants and deed 
restrictions do not permit garage sales on 
residential properties. Residents of other 
communities and commercial vendors 
are also welcome to sell at the flea market. 
Proceeds from the sale of spaces are shared 
by the groups to fund scholarships and 
programs. 7-10:30 a.m. Free (admission). 
Town Center Parking Garage, southwest 
corner of Lake Robbins Drive and Six Pines 
Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-3976. 
www.woodlandsfleamarket.org 

18   10th annual Creekwood 
Fishing Derby 

Sponsored by The Woodlands Pro-
fessional Firefighters Association, 
the event is open to all ages and no 
registration is required. Participants 
should bring their fishing poles. Bait 
is provided, and prizes are awarded 
for longest, heaviest and smallest fish 
caught. 8-10 a.m. Free. Creekwood 
Park, 3383 S. Panther Creek Drive, The 
Woodlands. 291-210-3950. 
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

18   Health, Wellness  
& Fitness Expo 

The public event includes free fitness 
classes beginning every hour and booths 
from The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce members showcasing health 
care- and wellness-related services. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Market Street, 9595 Six 
Pines Drive, The Woodlands. 281-367-
5777. www.woodlandschamber.org

25     Earth Day GreenUp 2017 
Individuals, families, clubs, 

neighborhoods and businesses are invited 
to volunteer for the annual event, which 

removes the equivalent of 4,500 pounds 
of trash each year. After cleaning up trash, 
participants can attend a communitywide 
party at Rob Fleming Park with eco booths 
and children’s activities. Preregistration 
is encouraged by March 17. 8-10 a.m. 
(check-in), 8:30-11:30 a.m. (clean p), 11 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. (celebration). Free. Various 
locations throughout The Woodlands.  
281-210-3800.  
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

25    The BB&T Woodlands 
CrawPHish Festival  

The festival is a partnership between the 
Pulmonary Hypertension Association and 
The Woodlands Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Attendees enjoy crawfish and a 
variety of refreshments while listening to 
live music. The annual event also includes a 
bounce house, an inflatable slide and face 
painting. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Free (visitors age 5 
and younger), $15 (visitors ages 6-12), $25 
(visitors age 13 and older), prices increase 
on day of event). Town Green Park, 2099 

Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.woodlandscrawfish.com

25-26    10th annual  
Camp Ter-Ra-Mont 

The family camping experience includes 
crafts, game and outdoor activities. Din-
ner, breakfast and a snack are included; 
participants should bring their tent and 
sleeping bags. Preregistration is required. 
Noon-9 a.m. $125 (resident family of four), 
$135 (nonresident family of four), $30 (per 
additional sibling). Terramont Park, 8500 
Terramont Drive, The Woodlands. 281-210-
3950. www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

26    19th annual Wine Dinner  
& Auction 

The Pavilion Partners, the official volun-
teer organization of The Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, hosts the event honoring 
longtime Pavilion Partner and former Wine 
Dinner & Auction Chairman, Randy Lowry. 
All proceeds from the event are dedicated 
to funding The Pavilion Partners’ Fine 

APRIL 

7-9 
Waterway Arts Festival
In its 12th year, the three-day festival juries 225 national and regional artists in 
14 medium categories. Visitors meet and interact with artists, enjoy delicious 

food, craft beer, watch Art of Food demonstrations, listen to live music on four stages and 
enjoy art in the community with demonstrations and hands-on activities for every age. 
All proceeds benefit Because Art Matters  and its year-round community and education 
outreach programs. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sun.). $15 
(unlimited festival pass online), $17 (unlimited festival pass at the door), $75 (terrace hos-
pitality pass). Town Green Park and along the Woodlands Waterway, 2099 Lake Robbins 
Drive, The Woodlands. 832-745-3560. http://thewoodlandsartscouncil.org 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

FEATURED EVENT

Open Now
in Vintage Park, 242 
& Louetta, 

Previewing
The Woodlands

BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED, MODERN, FULLY FURNISHED WORKSPACES FOR 
GROWING BUSINESSES COMBINED WITH A COMMUNITY OF DRIVEN 
ENTREPRENEURS WHO INSPIRE, ENCOURAGE AND GROW TOGETHER.

www.theworklodge.com
(844) 967-5563
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ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit The Woodlands 
events at communityimpact.com/
events. 

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.  

COMPILED BY TARA POLYMEYER

Arts Scholarship Fund. The event includes 
endless flowing wine, a four-course seated 
dinner and passed hors d’oeuvres, bid 
board auctions, live auctions, wine charms 
raffles and a performance by a scholarship 
recipient. 5-9 p.m. $225 (individuals). The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 2005 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
281-363-3300.  
www.woodlandscenter.org/wine-dinner

31     Economic Outlook Forum 2017
Hosted by the Houston North-

west Chamber of Commerce, expert local 
and national minds forecast Houston’s 
economy during this annual economic 
event at Southwestern Energy’s campus in 
Springwoods Village. This years speakers 
include U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jack Cagle. Topics include 
Northwest Houston’s growing markets, 

MAR 31-APRIL 2  Tomball German Heritage Festival
The German roots of Tomball come alive for three days 

during the annual festival. Three city blocks are filled with live German music, over 175 
vendors, four music stages, street performers, a carnival and children’s play area. 6-10 
p.m. (Fri.), 10 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Tomball Historic Depot 
Plaza, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 281-379-6844. www.tomballgermanfest.org 
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WORTH THE TRIP
major industry insights, discussion of 
trends in education, health care and 
business. 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. $40 (luncheon 
only), $85 (individual ticket after March 15). 
Southwestern Energy, 1000 Energy Drive, 
Spring. 281-440-4160.  
www.houstonnwchamber.org

APRIL

1  The Texas A&M Singing Cadets 
Presented by the Montgomery 

County Aggie Mom’s Club, the Texas A&M 
Singing Cadets perform in concert. Known 
as the “Voice of Aggieland,” the Texas A&M 
University organization is one of the oldest 
collegiate singing organizations in the 
world and is a treasured Aggie tradition. 
Proceeds from the group’s performance 
benefit scholarships for Aggie students 
from Montgomery County. 6 p.m. (uni-
versity reception featuring A&M repre-
sentatives), 7 p.m. (concert). $15, group 
discounts are available. Crossroads Baptist 
Church, 5000 College Park Drive, The 
Woodlands. www.montgomerycounty 
aggiemomsclub.com  

8 Barefoot Bands in the Park
The Montgomery County music fes-

tival which debuted last year returns with 
live music and entertainment. This year’s 
event features artists Rick Trevino and the 

Jesse Stratton Band. The event also features 
food trucks, pony rides, a rock wall, face 
painting and lawn games. Noon-4 p.m. 
Free. The Thicket, 3811 Everly Bend Drive, 
Spring. www.harmony-houston.com

8  Love Fosters Hope Night of Hope 
This fifth annual event benefits Love 

Fosters Hope, a local nonprofit that raises 
funds and awareness for children and teens 
in foster care who have likely been abused, 
abandoned and/or neglected. The event 
includes dinner, dancing, raffles, and live 
and silent auctions. Attendees also have 
the opportunity to learn more about Love 
Fosters Hope and meet some of the former 
foster children who the organization has 
helped. $100 (individuals), sponsorships 
are available. The Woodlands Resort & Con-
ference Center, Grand Ballroom, 2301 N. 
Millbend Drive, The Woodlands.  
832-823-1889. www.lovefostershope.org 
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For unparalleled representation 
in the resolution of 

business disputes through 
the courts, arbitration, & mediation,

you can count on... 

281.367.1222 www.thestrongfirm.com

Two Hughes Landing, Suite 200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

Commercial Litigation

CI Comm Lit.qxp_Layout 1  2/23/17  3:55 PM  Page 1
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The Linscomb & Williams Woodlands team.
(Left to right: J. Harold Williams, CPA/PFS, CFP®; Larry Napier, CPA ; 
Paul Vitale, CFP®; B. Craig Ivy, AIF®; Lauren Rich, CFP®, not pictured)

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd., Ste. 200   The Woodlands, Texas 77380
281 841 0707    www.linscomb-williams.com

Linscomb & Williams is not an accounting firm.

Q:  Explain this term, “Stealth Tax?”
After a good 2016 year, many families will 
overpay their income taxes because advisors 
are not managing investments in a tax-friendly 
way. We’ve learned in 45 years of talking to 
families that they often pay “stealth taxes” – 
more than they need to be paying. It’s “stealth” 
because it’s not obvious. Investors pay extra 
tax because investment professionals do 
not tax-optimize decisions in building and 
managing the portfolio.

Q:  Give us an example of one of the decisions 
to be “tax-optimized.”
A big one is “Asset Location” (contrasted to 
“Asset Allocation”). Asset location is making 
the right choice for placing each investment 
asset in specific buckets of the client’s 
portfolio. Some assets produce the best result 
in a retirement account (IRA, etc.) while others 
work better in a taxable account. In giving 
families second opinions on their portfolio 
strategy, asset location errors are one of the 
most frequent mistakes we see.

Q:  Are there other examples of these “tax-
optimized” decisions?
Systematic “tax loss harvesting” is one. 
This should be applied all year, not just in 
December. Another is investment selection. 

Many investment advisors create a portfolio 
using investments recommended by their 
sponsoring firm. These may be motivated by 
the firm’s interest, without considering the 
optimal after-tax result for the client. We 
recommend families only use advisers 100% 
committed to the fiduciary standard, rather 
than selling products. This fiduciary model 
has worked well for us and our Woodlands 
clients.

Q:  Does L&W find this makes a big difference 
over time?
Yes. Our professionals span multiple 
disciplines – attorneys, CPAs, CFA® 
charterholders and CFP® practitioners. We 
recently presented a case study to a CPA 
group that considered two couples, each 
retiring with $2 million at age 60. Over 30 
years, tax-optimization saved $300,000 in 
federal income taxes and left an ending 
portfolio that was $600,000 larger. Obviously, 
each family’s situation is unique, but this is 
worth an exploratory conversation.  We have 
the right team to explore that right here in The 
Woodlands.

WORTHWHILE CONVERSATIONS
ARE YOU PAYING “STEALTH TAXES” ON YOUR INVESTMENTS?

For more information, or a copy of our Form ADV, Part II, 
with all of our disclosures, call Craig Ivy or Larry Napier  at 
281 841 0707 or visit www.linscomb-williams.com.

THE WOODLANDS 

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS 
DR. ACROSS !=ROtv1 CINEtv1ARK 17 

281.771.5377 I Waterway Square 

$92-
BLOW OUT WITH 

DEEP CONDITIONER 
Regularly priced at $60 

EYELASH 
EXTENSIONS 

$� 
CLASSIC 

MANI-PED I 
Regularly priced at $65 

MICROD�RMABRASION WITl-l 
OXYGrn INl=USION l=ACIAL 

Regularly priced at $150+ 

Offer available for first time use of each service. Restrictions Apply. 
Present offer coupon to front desk host when checking in for service. 
Offer valid at Houston location only. Offer good through 2/28/17. 

Marilyn Monroe"', and the Marilyn Monroe signature are trademarks of The �slate of Marilyn Monroe LLC. 
Rights of Publicity and Persona Rights are used with permission of The �tale of Marilyn Monroe LLC. 
Photos by Millon l·I. Greene c 2016 Joshua Greene, Photo Bernard of l-lollywood c 2016 Renaissance Road Inc� 
Photos by Sam Shaw C 2016 Sam Shaw Inc. marilynmonroe.com 

MARILYNMONROESPAS.cm, 
/MMS-LOCATIONnHE-WOOOLANOS 

$79
SIGNATURE 

MASSAGE (50 MIN)
Regular price $95

$69

$35
BLOW-OUTS

Regular price $50

SIGNATURE 
MANI/PEDI
Regular price $85

$99
EYELASH  

EXTENSIONS 
Regular price $129

Spring  Specials

COMPLIMENTARY 
Champagne • Wine • Lite Bites 

Validated 4-Hr Parking in 24 Waterway Garage

THE WOODLANDS 

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS 
DR. ACROSS !=ROtv1 CINEtv1ARK 17 

281.771.5377 I Waterway Square 

THE WOODLANDS 

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS 
DR. ACROSS !=ROtv1 CINEtv1ARK 17 

281.771.5377 I Waterway Square 

THE WOODLANDS 

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS 
DR. ACROSS !=ROtv1 CINEtv1ARK 17 

281.771.5377 I Waterway Square 

THE WOODLANDS 

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS 
DR. ACROSS !=ROtv1 CINEtv1ARK 17 

281.771.5377 I Waterway Square 

Marilyn Monroe”’, and the Marilyn Monroe signature are trademarks of The Estate of Marilyn Monroe LLC. Rights of Publicity and 
Persona Rights are used with permission of The tale of Marilyn Monroe LLC. Photos by Millon l·I. Greene c 2016 Joshua Greene, 

Photo Bernard of l-lollywood c 2016 Renaissance Road Inc. Photos by Sam Shaw C 2016 Sam Shaw Inc. marilynmonroe.com

Offer available for first time use of each service. Restrictions Apply.
Present offer coupon to front desk host when checking in for service.

Offer valid at Houston location only. Offer good through 4/15/17.

ENTRANCE ON LAKE ROBBINS DRIVE 
ACROSS FROM CINEMARK 17
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 25 JB Barnett

LIVE MUSIC CALENDAR Live music in and around The Woodlands                   COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP

DOSEY DOE BIG BARN
25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands  
281-367-3774 • www.doseydoe.com

March 

 12 Kathy Mattea
 15 That1Guy
 17 Grady Spencer, Erick Willis 
  and Clayton Landau
 18 Keeton Coffman
19 The Black Lilies

 25 Strunz & Farah
 26 Jason Eady & Courtney Patton
 27 Sarah Kelly Music School
 30 Uncle Lucius
 31 Radney Foster

April 

 01 The Everly Brothers Experience 
 02 Howie Day
 05 Sam Riggs
 07 Darden Smith
 08 Mercury

GENUWINE  
TASTING ROOM
6503 FM 1488, Magnolia  
832-934-2675  
www.mygenuwine.com

March

 11 Raymond Saenz
 16 Morgan Wilson

 17 Sean Harrold

 22 Clay Shelburn
 23 Clark Rowden
 24 The New Siblings
 30 Beka White
 31 Keeton Coffman

April

 01 Michael Hardie

THE REFUGE  
BAR & BISTRO
24 Waterway Ave., Ste. 110, 
The Woodlands 
713-389-5674 
www.refugeinthewoodlands.com

March 

 17 Unique Soul Band
 18 Louis Lamb
 24 Yelba

 31 Jimmie Hunter

April

 01 Louis Lamb
 07 Jimmie Hunter

CRESCENT MOON 
RESTAURANT & LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT

440 Rayford Road, Ste. 115, Spring  
281-364-9463 
www.crescentmoonlive.com

March 

 17 Fab Five Band
 18 Marisela Y Su Son Karibe
 24 Robert Allen Berry & Band 
 25 Flashpoint Band
29 Roberta Morales
 31 The Recovered Band

WILD STALLION  
VINEYARDS
5969 W. Rayford Road, Spring 
281-803-9463 
www.WildStallionVineyards.com

March

 25 Hamilton Loomis
April

 01 Junior Gordon Band
 08 Fab 5

MAR

23  
Gino Vannelli
Since his debut release, “Crazy Life,” in 1973, Gino Vannelli has become a 
distinctive voice in contemporary music. Vanelli will perform his Billboard 

Top 100 hits, such as “I Just Wanna Stop,” “Living Inside Myself” and “Wild Horses,” at 
Dosey Doe Big Barn on March 23. Dinner will also be served from 5:30-7 p.m. and will 
include a salad, choice of entree, dessert and soft beverage. 8 p.m. (concert). $138-
$278. Dosey Doe Big Barn, 25911 I-45 N., The Woodlands. 281-367-3774.  
www.doseydoe.com

FEATURED EVENT

HOUSTON LIVESTOCK 
SHOW AND RODEO
NRG Center 
3 NRG Park, Houston  
832-667-1000  
www.rodeohouston.com

March

 11 Alan Jackson
 12 The Chainsmokers 
 13 Sam Hunt
 14 Demi Lovato
 15 Thomas Rhett
 16 Luke Bryan 
 17 Fifth Harmony
 18 Willie Nelson 
 19 Banda El Recodo
 20 Florida Georgia Line 
 21 ZZ Top
 22 Chris Young 
 23 Blink-182
 24 Dierks Bentley 
 25 Brad Paisley
 26 Zac Brown Band 

 24 Tiffany

 18  Benny Bassett 

Taste the World’s Finest 
Oils, Vinegars, Spirits, and 
Liqueurs Before You Buy!

DISCOVER 
vomFASS

Located at Restaurant Row in Hughes Landing
1950 Hughes Landing Blvd  ·  Suite 1800 

The Woodlands, TX, 77380  ·  (281) 296-7102
thewoodlands.vomfassusa.com

Slow Down and 
Taste Awhile
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TIME FOR A HEATING TUNE-UP
$69 Tune-Up

(Regular $89)LIMITED TIME ONLY!
Why Tune-up 
Your Heater?

PEACE 
OF MIND!

• SAVE ON UTILITIES
• SAVE ON REPAIRS

We specialize in
• COOLING • HEATING • PLUMBING

Over 30 years of Professional Service
“I taught my boys to take care of  their 

customers like they take care of their Mother!”

Fix it Once. Fix it Right.

$25 OFF
Any Plumbing Service

Not valid with other offers.  
With coupon only. Expires 4/14/17

281-751-6234
BradburyPlumbers.com

Lic. No. MPL12929

We Take Care of Your Air!

Any Heating Service
Not valid with other offers.  

With coupon only. Expires 4/14/17

281-528-4947
BradburyBrothers.com

Lic. No. TACLB33409E

$25 OFF



The Woodlands edition • March 2017 37

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 G
O

R
D

Y
 B

U
N

C
H

PEOPLE

Gordy Bunch
Leader takes balanced approach to service

S     ince moving to The Woodlands 
more than 20 years ago, Gordy 

Bunch has immersed himself in the 
master-planned community through 
service as an elected official and as a 
leader in the business world.

Bunch, who grew up in College Sta-
tion, came to The Woodlands in 1995 
with his wife after serving four years of 
active duty in the U.S. Coast Guard. His 
sister-in-law lived in The Woodlands 
at the time—when the population was 
roughly 40,000—and kept sending 
him real estate magazines about the 
community. 

“It’s hard to say it now, but this was 
the cheapest and safest place I could 
find to live that my wife would agree 
to,” Bunch said. “We bought our first 
house in The Woodlands with my VA 
loan.” 

Although Bunch had experience 
with federal law enforcement and 
emergency response during his time in 
the military, those credentials did not 
transfer to employability at the time, 
he said. 

Bunch sent his resume to the city 
of Conroe for a comptroller position, 
but it ended up in the wrong P.O. 
box. The error led to a job offer as in 
insurance agent for Texas Farm Bureau 

BY MARIE LEONARD

Insurance. 
“My family calls it divine interven-

tion because I was never seeking a 
career in insurance,” he said. “It wasn’t 
on my top thousand things I thought I 
would ever do.” 

After accepting the position and 
working for three insurance compa-
nies, Bunch decided to branch out on 
his own and founded The Woodlands 
Financial Group in 2001. 

“[There was] one employee, one 
office, one foldout chair [and] one 
table,” he said. “My brother-in-law and 
I shared our office because neither one 
of us could afford our own.” 

Sixteen years later, The Woodlands 
Financial Group occupies more than 
20,000 square feet in Town Center and 
has more than 300 other locations 
across the U.S. offering a broad range 
of services, such as automobile, home, 
life, health and commercial insurance. 

In addition to serving as CEO for 
his company, Bunch was re-elected in 
November to serve a third term as a 
director for The Woodlands Township. 

“It’s really a balanced approach to 
making sure I’m not overweight in 
work [or] community service, or spend-
ing too much time on myself while 
trying to model behavior so our kids 
understand there’s more to life than 
just them,” Bunch said. 

Bunch, who now serves as board 
chairman, said he thought about run-
ning for various offices before choosing 
to run for the board in 2012 because it 
was the most local office. 

“I signed up on my way home from 
work at 4:59 p.m. on the last day you 

could file,” he said. “On the way there, 
I figured if I got lost or missed the cut-
off it just wasn’t meant to be.” 

In his four years on the board, Bunch 
and other directors have dealt with 
numerous issues affecting the town-
ship ranging from debates on mobility 
to flooding and drainage problems. 
The best part of the volunteer position, 
however, is receiving random letters 
in the mail or hearing from residents 
directly affected by decisions the board 
makes, he said. 

Through his position on the town-
ship board, Bunch was also appointed 
to serve on the board of The Wood-
lands Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
for which he served as chairman for 
three years. 

“When I arrived 4 1/2 years ago, the 
edifice was on producing community 
events and raising sponsorship dollars 
for those events,” he said. “There was 
not enough focus on marketing the 

hotels and growth of sales tax revenue.”
Last year, Bunch and the CVB board 

reorganized the organization to focus 
on group sales, visitor’s activities and 
growing hotel sales tax revenue. 

Bunch and his family also contrib-
ute to numerous community events 
and charities, such as The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, Texas 
Children’s Hospital, The Woodlands 
Financial Group Muddy Trails Bash, 
Leaping Butterflies and the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. 

“By being constantly active and 
working with others and for others, 
we’re trying to teach [our children] how 
to give back and be productive but also 
be balanced,” he said. 

Bunch said he hopes The Woodlands 
community knows there is more that 
unites it than divides it. 

“Even though we’ve had a national 
negative narrative, there’s a lot to be 
proud of in The Woodlands,” he said.

“IT’S REALLY A BALANCED 
APPROACH TO MAKING SURE 
I’M NOT OVERWEIGHT IN WORK 
[OR] COMMUNITY SERVICE, OR 
SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME ON 
MYSELF.”

—GORDY BUNCH

Gordy Bunch is CEO and founder of The Woodlands Financial Group and also serves as 
board chairman for The Woodlands Township. He has lived in the community since 1995.
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Texas Railroad Commissioner Ryan Sitton

T   he Railroad Commission of Texas oversees the 
lifeblood of the state economy—the energy indus-

try. The agency regulates the oil, gas and mining 
industries, and a three-member commission serves at 
the head. Each commissioner is elected in a statewide 
race and serves a full-time, six-year term.

Friendswood resident Ryan Sitton was elected during 
the 2014 gubernatorial election and is the first engineer 

to serve on the commission in 50 years. Sitton was the 
CEO of Pinnacle ART, which he founded in 2006, before 
stepping down to make his first foray into politics. He 
has nearly 20 years of oil and gas experience, previ-
ously working for companies, such as Marathon Oil and 
Occidental Petroleum. He is a Texas A&M University 
graduate. 

Sitton’s term expires in 2020.

What is the role of a commissioner?
I’ll explain the three main things we 

spend time on.
One, we have to run the agency, so 

we’re like a three-member very active 
board of directors. The three of us really 
provide the strategic direction and  
policy decisions around the agency.

Job two is we’re like judges. When 
someone wants to drill a well or build a 
disposal facility and they ask for a per-
mit, and then somebody else protests 
that permit, that is a contested case. 
Those contested cases get heard by our 
hearings division, and eventually all of 
those cases get heard by us.

Our third job is to communicate with 
the public. We spend a lot of time out 
talking to people in the public through 
the media or going out and speaking to 
chambers of commerce, to a Lions Club, 
speaking to a business group or a com-
munity event and talking about oil and 
gas, which is so important to our state 
that a lot of people are willing to listen.

How has your experience as an 
engineer helped you as a first-term 
commissioner?

The Railroad Commission is a true 
executive branch job. You have to run 
the agency, which is an 800-person 
agency at full staff. There, your leader-
ship and executive experience comes 
into play very well in terms of how to do 

BY NORA OLABI

Texas Sunset Advisory Commission

The 12-member commission is tasked 
with regularly assessing state agencies 
to determine whether to terminate an 
agency. The commission is founded on 
the idea that each agency should have a 
necessary function.

The Railroad Commission of Texas un-
derwent its sunset commission review 
in 2016, and the results of that review 
were published in November. Here are 
some of the highlights:

• Develop a strategic plan for effective 
monitoring and enforcement in the 
agency’s oil and gas division.

• Accurately track and report oil and 
gas violations annually.

• Systematically track major violations.
• Enforce damage prevention 

requirements for interstate pipelines.
• Implement a pipeline permit fee.
• Implement findings from The 

University of Texas into rules or 
guidance that prevent any induced 
earthquakes caused by disposal wells.

that. In addition, the Railroad Commis-
sion, which is entirely the oil, gas and 
coal mining regulator, deals with a lot 
of technical issues, from wellbore integ-
rity to the cost of service in ratemaking 
cases to seismic analysis and rule 
changes; it’s all very technical. And 
here I am the first engineer in 50 years 
to serve as a railroad commissioner, 
and all of that technical background 
I’ve used almost every day.

The Railroad Commission is a bit 
of a misnomer. Have there been 
any internal talks on renaming the 
agency?

So I do support changing the name. I 
think it’s a good idea. When we polled, 
we found out something like 90 percent 
of people in Texas don’t know that the 
Railroad Commission’s primary job is 
oil and gas. So I’d like to see a change 
in name. However, I can’t change the 
name. Only the Legislature can change 
the name. 

As someone who has a big-picture 
view of the industry, do you think 
the industry is on an uptick?

I think we have seen the worst part 
of this downturn for the short term. I 
believe from an oil price perspective, 
we’ll stay around the $60 a barrel range 
for most of 2017. There may be a possi-
bility that it may extend to future years, 

but it remains to be seen how well peo-
ple comply. If the recent Organization of 
the [Petroleum] Exporting Countries—
OPEC—deal that was struck in Novem-
ber, if they maintain compliance, then I 
think we can maintain that $60 a barrel 
range, maybe even for three years.

How does the agency interact with 
the industry from the oil field to the 
corner office?

If you want to drill a well in Texas 
onshore or you want to build a pipeline 
or you want to build some sort of dis-
posal facility, you have to come to the 
Railroad Commission to get a permit to 
do that. Even after you get that permit, 
you have to follow the rules for how you 
do those things. Those rules are gener-
ated by our technical staff. Eventually, 
all rules are voted on and approved by 
commissioners. And then, finally, we 
inspect wells and pipelines.

How will the commission be 
involved this legislative session?

Two areas that we will be affected by 
or interact with the Legislature on: One 
is on the sunset commission. Another 
way we’d be involved in the legislative 
session is we have to get our budget 
approved. We have to ask for the money 
we need to do our job. 

This article has been edited for length 
and clarity.
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O    ver the past 17 years, 1,319 foster 
children and teenagers in 

Montgomery County have found 
healing through programs offered by 
local nonprofit Love Fosters Hope. 

Love Fosters Hope works to restore 
trust and hope in local foster children 
who have been abused, neglected or 
abandoned through summer camps, 
mentorship and outreach programs.

Executive Director Cindy Mericle 
launched the organization in 2001 by 
offering the Royal Family Kids Camp, 
a coed summer camp for local foster 
children ages 7-11, which offers a child-
to-adult ratio of 2-1. 

“By the time the children come to 
our camps, many of them are very 
discouraged, have given up hope and 
don’t feel like they are valuable,” 
Mericle said. “At all of our camps, we 
focus on celebrating every person and 
encourage them to connect with their 
dreams. We want them to know they 
are a precious human being.” 

As Love Fosters Hope children grew 
up, so did the organization’s program-
ming. In 2007, the Teen Reach Adven-
ture Camp launched for boys and girls 
ages 11-15, and a coed summer camp 
for foster children ages 16-19, Bridge, 
began in 2011. 

But Love Fosters Hope does not 
revolve around the school calendar. In 
addition to summer camps, the orga-
nization also offers a program called 
The Net, which serves as a safe haven 
for former foster children once they 

age out of foster care. 
“Every negative thing in our 

society—homelessness, prostitution, 
drug use, human trafficking, incarcer-
ation—our foster care system is just 
pouring kids into those statistics,” 
Mericle said. “Our program works with 
the kids so that they don’t fall through 
the cracks and become just another 
negative statistic.” 

Although the national average for 
foster children who graduate high 
school by age 18 is 50 percent, Love 
Fosters Hope’s average is 100 percent.

In addition to summer camps and 
The Net, Love Fosters Hope also offers 
a mentorship program for foster 
care youth ages 12-19; an outreach 
program for children in Residential 
Treatment Center Outreach—to which 
foster children are sent for misbe-
having; and an Emerging Leaders 
program, which seeks to empower 
teens in foster care to help improve 
the current system. 

“I do believe that everybody in our 
community can do something to help 
because this is a national problem—
this is a crisis for our country,” Meri-
cle said. “Not everybody is equipped 
to be a foster parent or adopt a child, 
but there are many other ways to 
volunteer and get involved.” 

Love Fosters Hope also collaborates 
with organizations, such as Child 
Protective Services, Court Appointed 
Special Advocates and Angel Reach, 
to host child abuse awareness events, 
holiday parties, high school gradua-
tion dinners and fundraising events 
throughout the year. 

Former foster child Joshua White 
has participated in Love Fosters Hope 

Love Fosters Hope 
Programs aim to restore hope in foster children

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER 

Love Fosters Hope 

33300 Egypt Lane, Ste. G400, Magnolia

832-823-1889

www.lovefostershope.org 
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FOSTER CARE FACTS

2%
of foster kids earn 
a college degree.

Only

650More 
than

volunteers with the organization 
spent more than 45,656 hours 
serving foster children in 2016. 

homeless 
people are 

former foster 
children.

1,319
children have attended 
LFH camps since 2001.

Love Fosters Hope is a nonprofit 
organization that seeks to instill trust and 
hope in foster children.

SOURCE: LOVE FOSTERS HOPE, U.S. HOUSE WAYS & MEANS 
COMMITTEE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

of children affiliated 
with Love Fosters Hope 

have graduated high school by age 18.

67% of teens or 
young adults involved 
with human trafficking 
were in foster care. 3

of 10

100%

programs since its inception when he 
was 6 years old. In one year, White 
said he was moved 11 times in the 
foster care system and attended four 
different high schools. 

Now 22, White has started his own 
construction company, is still deeply 
involved with the organization and 
is in the process of getting his own 
license to become a foster parent. 

“I don’t know where I would be 
without Love Fosters Hope,” White 
said. “They’re everything—they’re 
our parents, our insurance policy, 
our compass, our moral guidance … 
they’re the very walls inside of our 
house that keep us safe.” 

Mericle said in the future she 
hopes to continue evolving Love 
Fosters Hope programming as needs 
change by replicating all of the 
camps, expanding the mentorship 
program and, eventually, having its 
own emergency rescue center. 

“Some of the kids will say to me, 
‘Before I came to camp, I didn’t know 
there was anybody in the world 
that really cared about me,’—that’s 
heartbreaking,” Mericle said. “We’re 
very intentional about them having a 
wonderful time, creating good memo-
ries and really grasping their self-
worth. It’s just an incredible privilege 
to serve these kids.”

“I DON’T KNOW WHERE I 
WOULD BE WITHOUT LOVE 
FOSTERS HOPE.”

— JOSHUA WHITE, FORMER FOSTER CHILD
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Love Fosters Hope has offered summer camp programs for foster children since 2001. 

SECOND SATURDAY DIVORCE WORKSHOP
Second Saturday Divorce Workshop provides unbiased 
information to help you understand your options and move 
forward with your life.  We believe the more information and 
support you have as you move forward  through this difficult 
process,  the more informed decisions you can make.

WHEN:
Saturday, April 8th, 2017
WHERE:
Lone Star College – University Center at Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, The Woodlands, TX  77384

INFORMATION.SUPPORT.HOPE
Explore the legal, financial, psychological and social issues of divorce.

Discover community resources available to help you.
Talk with other persons experiencing similar life changes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND A RESERVATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Kevin Pinkley, AIFA®,CDFA™,CIMA®
832-375-0900
Kevin.Pinkley@secondsaturdaywoodlands.com
www.SecondSaturdayWoodlands.com

WE ALSO OFFER:
Cat Grooming  • Dog & Cat Boarding  •  Pony Parties 

Horseback Riding Lessons  •  Doggie Daycare

WILLOW CREEK RANCH
OF TOMBALL

CAGE FREE DOG BOARDING

10% OFF  Boarding 
o r Grooming

New customers only. Not valid on holidays.

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
Monday - Sunday 7am-7pm | Holidays 7am-7pm

11105 Mahaff ey | Tomball, TX 77375 | 832-884-6122 | WillowCreekPets.com
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Goat cheese salad
Ruggles Green

TRG Salad
The Republic Grille

FOOD
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R   uggles Green, which opened a 
location in The Woodlands in 

January 2015, is a Houston-based 
restaurant that offers healthy options 
to its diners.

One popular menu item is the goat 
cheese salad ($11.19), which is made 
with mixed greens, arugula, sun-
dried tomatoes, red onions, sliced 
portobello mushrooms, croutons, 
queso fresco and housemade warm 
bacon vinaigrette. 

With an extensive gluten-free 
menu and an acute awareness of 
food allergies, the eatery aligns itself 
with Green Restaurant Association 
guidelines. 

“We believe restaurants should 
support and better the communities 
they serve through high-quality foods 
and sustainable practices,” Ruggles 
Green CEO Jason Morgan said. “We 
believe in accommodating guests 
with specific dietary needs.”

Ruggles Green also offers soups, 
tacos, sandwiches, burgers, panini, 
pastas and wood-fired pizzas.  

T    he Republic Grille, which 
opened in Panther Creek in The 

Woodlands nearly three years ago, 
offers traditional Southern fare. 

One of the most popular dishes 
is the TRG Salad ($13), made with 
grilled chicken, cranberries, red 
grapes, housemade sweet and spicy 
pecans, mild goat cheese and straw-
berries. 

“We buy the freshest, highest-qual-
ity ingredients while still maintaining 
cost-effective pricing for customers,” 
owner Terry McBurney said. “All of 
our menu items are a better value 
than other restaurants.”

The Republic Grille also offers 
chicken-fried steak, seafood options, 
burgers, sandwiches, steaks and 
pastas. 

The restaurant’s drink selections 
include top-shelf liquors for cocktails, 
craft beers and an extensive wine list. 

In 2016, The Republic Grille opened 
a second location at Woodlands Park-
way and FM 2978, offering the same 
type of food and drinks. 

BY BETH MARSHALL

Ruggles Green

2501 Research Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands

281-292-4515

www.rugglesgreen.com

Hours: Sun.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

The Republic Grille

4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, Ste. 490, 
The Woodlands

281-719-5895

www.therepublicgrille.com

Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m
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713-703-3316 • www.JoAnneJohnsonAssociates.com

Exceptional Golf Course 
Living in Carlton Woods 

Creekside

Best Value for 
Updated Custom on 

Cul-de-sac Lot

Immaculate David 
Weekley Home with 
Updates Throughout

31 NORTH 
FAZIO WAY

$4,145,000  

6 BERRYVIEW 
COURT

$597,500  

146 GREEN 
GABLES CIRCLE

$475,000  

MLS# 35539467 MLS# 56179480 MLS# 32983173

8111 ASHLANE WAY, THE WOODLANDS, TX 77382

281-362-1444

Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!
Do Something Different This 

Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!
Tax

Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!Call Us!
xxxxxxxxx Season.

Securities and advisory services off ered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA, SIPC. 
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. 
2002 Timberloch Place, Suite 525, The Woodlands, TX 77380 (281) 362-1444
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Supremo margarita
Mi Tierra Mexican Grill

Deep Eddy Ruby 
Red Moscow Mule
242 Pub & Grill

M    i Tierra Mexican Grill is home 
to authentic Mexican food and 

drinks that include a variety of 
margaritas with different flavors that 
are made with no powders or mixes.

One of the most popular margar-
itas the Mexican eatery offers is the 
Supremo margarita. The $10.99 drink 
is made with Don Julio Anejo tequila, 
Grand Marnier, agave nectar and 
fresh lime juice.

“It’s a very popular drink,” Assis-
tant Manager Pedro Monroy said. 
“Our stuffed jalapenos are also a 
popular [appetizer] along with cama-
rones a la diabla.”

Mi Tierra, which opened in Decem-
ber, offers other drinks, such as wine, 
signature handcrafted cocktails, beer 
and nonalcoholic beverages, such as 
iced tea, coffee, lemonade and soda.

Aside from serving drinks, lunch 
and dinner, desserts, such as tres leche 
cake, ice cream sundaes, churros, flan 
and sopapillas are also offered. Sunday 
brunch is also available at the restau-
rant from 8 p.m.-noon.

2   42 Pub & Grill in Conroe is a 
sports bar that offers classic 

cocktails with a signature twist. 
The bar’s most popular drink is the 

Deep Eddy Ruby Red Moscow Mule. 
The $6.50 drink is made with Deep 
Eddy Ruby Red Vodka, ginger beer 
and lime juice. The vodka in the drink 
is flavored from a proprietary blend of 
real Ruby Red grapefruits. 

Manager Trey Chance said the 
Moscow mule drink and crawfish are 
two popular items that are ordered by 
customers. 

“It’s one of our most popular drinks 
here,” Manager Trey Chance said. 
“Since last month, we now have 
crawfish, too, and it’s $5.99 a pound.”

Daily specials are offered at 242 Pub 
& Grill and include Wing Tuesday, 
Whiskey Wednesday and Fish Friday. 
Happy hour is from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and specials 
include $5 margaritas, $2.75 domestic 
pints and $2.50 well drinks.

BY ABIGAIL LOOP

Mi Tierra Mexican Grill

3555 Rayford Road, Spring

281-528-0206

www.mitierragrill.com

Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m. -9:30 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.-9 
p.m.

242 Pub & Grill

8540 Hwy. 242, Conroe

936-271-4200

www.242pub.com

Hours: Sun.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.
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BY BETH MARSHALL

Hayes Carll, who grew up in The Woodlands, has  toured 
regularly for the past 15 years promoting the five albums he 
has released throughout his career. 
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G  rammy nominated country-folk singer-song-
writer Hayes Carll moved to The Woodlands in 

1976 when he was 2 years old and has loved music 
for as long as he can remember. 

“I think the population [in The Woodlands] was 
around 1,200 people at the time,” Carll said. “Some 
of my best memories are of attending concerts at 
the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion and running 
around in the woods and through the creeks as  
a kid.”

Carll began writing songs and playing guitar 
when he was about 15, which was when he realized 
he wanted to pursue a career as a musician, he said. 

Some artists who have influenced Carll’s music 
include Bob Dylan, Kris Kristofferson, Lyle Lovett 
and John Prine, he said. Since releasing his first 
album, “Flowers and Liquor,” in 2002, Carll has 
made his sound more versatile. 

“I consider myself an observer and a storyteller, 
and I’ve tried to chase down the things that were 
interesting to me,” he said. “Sometimes that means 
a honky-tonk band or a rock ‘n’ roll track. Some-
times, it’s just me and a guitar. At heart, I’m still the 
same as I was when I started this. I just have a few 
more tools in my toolbox.”

Carll has released five albums during his career, 

and his most recent album, “Lovers and Leavers,” 
debuted in 2016. Although Carll used to write all of 
his own songs, he has started collaborating with 
other artists recently. 

“The great part about writing with other people 
is you can always learn something about the craft, 
get out of your own head a bit and get a different 
perspective,” he said. “The downside is that it can 
be a really uncomfortable experience when it’s not 
clicking. Opening yourself up to someone you may 
not know very well or don’t connect with can make 
for a long day.”

Carll has toured regularly for the past 15 years. 
Performing has had its ups and downs for him 
during that time, he said.

“It can be the best high there is, a miserable expe-
rience, or somewhere in between,” Carll said. “It all 
depends on where I’m at [in] that moment and how 
I’m connecting with the audience.”

In addition to touring, Carll has been releasing a 
new song every month on a new music site called 
Patreon. He also performs a monthly segment on 
Facebook Live called “Enough Rope,” during which 
he plays music and invites guests to join him. 

“I’ve tried to get into new things and give myself 
more time to have a normal life,” Carll said. 

Hayes Carll
Musician from The Woodlands boasts 15-year touring career

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Singer-songwriter Hayes Carll has released five albums 
since 2002. For more details visit hayscarll.com.

• “Flowers and Liquor” (2002)
• “Little Rock” (2006)
• “Trouble In Mind” (2008)
• “KMAG YOYO (& Other American Stories)” (2011)
• “Lovers and Leavers” (2016)

HAYES CARLL’S REPERTOIRE
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TEXAS ARTISTS
The 12th annual Waterway Arts Festival will feature 
up to 225 artists from all over the country in Town 
Green Park and along The Woodlands Waterway for 
one weekend in April. Artists from The Woodlands, the 
Greater Houston area and other parts of Texas will have 
their art on display. 
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T   he 12th annual Waterway Arts Festival will 
take place April 7-9 in Town Green Park and 

along The Woodlands Waterway from The Wood-
lands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention 
Center to Grogans Mill Road.

The festival features up to 225 artists from all 
over the U.S. Unique artists featured from across 
the state include: 

Steve Basham 
Photographer • Crosby

Steve Basham started shooting black and white 
photos during his senior year of high school. He 
set up a darkroom in his attic and developed pho-
tos in his home. 

“I developed a love for black and white pho-
tography,” Basham said. “I call my work ‘The 
Absence of Color.’ I try to capture the nightshades 
and bring out the light from that darkness.”

Basham said aspiring photographers should 
take the time to learn from someone who is good 
at shooting photos they find interesting. Addition-
ally, he said becoming a good photographer does 
not necessarily require expensive equipment. 

“Start off with inexpensive equipment,” 
Basham said. “It’s not the camera that takes the 
picture—it’s your eye. Find your niche and keep 
working on it every day.” 

Nancy Adams 
Tin sculptor • The Woodlands

Nancy Adams first began crafting metal art 
when she was 15 years old. At the time—the 
early to mid-’70s—inaugural Earth Day celebra-
tions were taking place, and recycling was in its 
infancy, Adams said. 

“My art has always been my job, although it 
has never ever felt like work,” Adams said. “Even 
during six years of college, I worked as a self-em-
ployed artist. I’ve custom-painted artwork on 
every surface for clients across the country from 
rock stars to corporate heads.”

Although Adams got her start with metal art, 

she worked as a painter for 30 years. About seven 
years ago, she returned to creating sculptures out 
of tin cans and metal. 

“My tin cans represent the throwaway society 
we have evolved into,” Adams said. “I create 
animals that are becoming endangered with metal 
that is considered useless junk.”

During this year’s Waterway Arts Festival, 
Adams said she hopes to instill environmental 
responsibility in young people. 

Debra Steidel 
Porcelain, bronze and glass sculptor • Wimberly

Debra Steidel creates clay vessels that incorpo-
rate porcelain, bronze and glass, and most of her 
pieces are inspired by nature, she said. 

Art is Steidel’s full-time business, and she 
presents her sculptures at 30 or more shows each 
year, she said.  

“I’m looking forward to seeing my former cli-
ents [during the festival] as well as meeting new 
ones,” she said. “I have some new work to debut 
as well.”

Steidel makes custom orders for clients fre-
quently, she said, adding that making the clay 
vessels can take a lot of time and energy. 

“I’ll have an idea in mind and usually sketch 
with the porcelain—meaning I just experiment to 
see where it leads,” Steidel said.  

BY BETH MARSHALLWaterway Arts Festival
Weekendlong event to host artists from all over the country

ARTIST CORNER 

Nancy Adams creates art out of recyclable tin cans. 

Steve Basham shoots black and white photography.

Debra Steidel handmakes clay vessels. 

2017 Waterway Arts Festival

Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins Drive,  
The Woodlands

www.thewoodlandsartscouncil.org/festival

Hours: April 7 (11 a.m.- 
6 p.m.), April 8  
(10 a.m.-6 p.m.),  
 April 9 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.)

Tickets: $15 (entire 
weekend), children 12 
years old and under 
receive free admission
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For more information:
713-392-9940

WaterFront Homes start at
$439,900 
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S   ince Broken Barrel opened in 
early February with a gincentric 

cocktail menu, General Manager and 
mixologist Austin Earle has been 
working hard to work to perfect the 
craft drinks as well as creating a few 
recipes of his own. 

“One of the things that I like to play 
around with in my cocktails—since [I 
am] a sommelier and I love wine and 
beer—I like to cross the boundaries 
between spirits and wine and play 
around with wine or ports or sparkling 
wines inside my cocktails,” Earle said. 

Broken Barrel offers six different 
gins—three traditional options and 
three more unorthodox. All gin and 
tonic drinks are served with an indi-
vidual-sized bottle of Fever Tree tonic 
water for guests to pour themselves. 

“I was kind of surprised at how 
well the gin cocktails took off,” Earle 
said. “People have really embraced 
it. We really wanted to put a focus 
on it because [the owner and I] both 
love gin, and we wanted to see other 
people get excited about it and learn 
about it and understand what it was 

that we were doing with this particu-
lar menu.”

Earle enjoys brewing his own beer, 
spirits and wines, and created and 
maintained the wine and specialty 
cocktail lists at his previous job. Two 
of Earle’s original crafted cocktails—
the New Fashion and a raspberry 
mojito—will be featured on Broken 
Barrel’s brunch menu.

“In your cocktails, you always need 
that balance,” Earle said. “In the New 
Fashion, you’ll have espresso and 
whiskey coming together. The bit-
terness of the espresso mixed with the 
sweetness of the whiskey with those 
vanillas [and] with those caramels 
really help to play off each other.”

Earle focuses on mixing drinks that 
would be considered outside the norm 
and challenges himself to create the 
next best drink, he said.  

“I always want to surround myself 
with people that are better than me 
and who are also passionate because 
I have a very competitive mentality,” 
Earle said. “I always want to get better 
and push myself.”

Austin Earle
Broken Barrel mixologist crafts specialty drinks
BY BETH MARSHALL
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1: Austin Earle is the general manager and mixologist at Broken Barrel in Hughes Land-
ing. 2: Gin cocktails are served with tonic water for guests to pour themselves. 3: One of 
Earle’s specialty cocktails is the New Fashion, which is made with whiskey and espresso. 
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MIXOLOGIST 

From downtown Houston, take I-45 
North. Exit Highway 242 and turn right. 
Turn right on Harper’s Trace into 
East Village. 

New Homes from the $250s to $600s  | Patio Home Section Now Open with homes by Chesmar and Plantation
Model Homes Open Daily Highland Homes, Plantation Homes, Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
J. Patrick Homes, Drees Custom Homes HarpersPreserve.com

EIGHT Model Homes Now 
Open Daily in East Village!

- Highly-acclaimed Conroe ISD Schools
- Easy and quick access to I-45 and the Hardy Toll Road
- Recreation Center with a community pool and pool barn, walking trails,  
   playground, fire pit, bowling and bocce ball greens and horseshoe pits
 

Visit Today:
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S  ince it was established in 1979 as 
the first program of its kind in 

Texas, Montgomery County Master 
Gardeners has gained about 340 
members over the past four decades.

The active volunteer organization, 
which is a part of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, has brought 
county residents with an interest in 
gardening together to become master 
gardeners, a title which comes with the 
duties of providing gardening informa-
tion and education to members of the 
Montgomery County community.

Mike Mendeck, a member of the 
Master Gardeners program since 
2007, said members go through a 
seven-week course with Texas A&M 
University to learn about gardening.

“They make sure we get the best 
training, and we’re required to get a 
certain amount of volunteer hours per 
year for additional training to main-
tain a level of competence,” Mendeck 

said. “The gardens here are open to 
the public so they can come by, look 
and take photos. We’re here for them; 
it’s an educational process.”

There are 13 different types of gar-
dens at the Master Gardeners meet-
ing place at the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension office. Gardens include veg-
etable, floral, an adaptive garden for 
handicapped members, a bog garden 
and an herb garden.

Sharon Walker, a member since 
2009, said members of the organization 
devote their time to working on the gar-
dens weekly, along with participating in 
outreach programs.

“We come every week on Wednesday 
mornings to work on the demonstra-
tion gardens,” Walker said. “We also 
have outreach education programs for 
the community.”

Linda Crum, a member with the 
Master Gardeners program since 1996, 
said the volunteer group has recently 

Montgomery County  
Master Gardeners
Original Texas program educates community

BY ABIGAIL LOOPCOMMUNITY

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 M
O

N
TG

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
TY

 M
A

ST
E

R
 G

A
R

D
E

N
E

R
S

The Montgomery County Master Gardeners program was established in 1979. 

seen many people moving in from out 
of state and having gardening trouble 
due to the different climate of Texas.

“They’ll come from New Jersey, and 
they have to flip their brain around to 
garden in Texas,” she said. “They’re 
unfamiliar with growing conditions 
and the types of plants we have.”

Mendeck said even though volun-
teers spend a lot of hours gardening, 
members of all ages love being part of 
the organization.

“We have all ages here, all the way 
to 85 years old,” he said. “Through it 
all we have a good time. If we didn’t 
enjoy it, we wouldn’t stick around.” 

Montgomery County Master Gardeners

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

9020 Airport Road,  
Conroe 

www.mcmga.com
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LARRY W. BURGESS, DDS
...Where Smiles Are Contagious! THE CLUB LIFESTYLE

is in your backyard
We have something for everyone at The Golf Trails of the Woodlands. 

As we celebrate ClubCorp’s 60th Anniversary with special offers, our 

membership is even more affordable than before!

LOVE GOLF?  Enjoy access to three amazing golf courses.

LOOKING FOR MORE FUN?
• Tavern at the Trails, a reinvented dining space with an expanded bar

• Access to state-of-the-art fitness center and pool

• Complete calendar of family fun dining and social activities

*Some restrictions and exclusions may apply. Contact Club for details. © ClubCorp USA, Inc. All rights reserved. 34052 0217 EA

A limited number of Club preview invitations 
are available. Contact us to schedule your 
private tour today!

281.882.3000 | thegolftrails.com
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Get a loan.
HELP SAVE A LIFE.
When it comes to fighting cancer, every one of us can make a difference. 

*1% of each loan will be donated to ACS; $300 maximum donation per loan. Automatic 1% rate discount; must qualify for additional 1%. Offer of credit is subject to credit approval. Excludes credit cards and lines of credit. 
Rate discount does not apply to mortgages. Maximum $150,000 donation to American Cancer Society. Promotion dates: January 16 – March 31, 2017.

So when you get a loan from 5Point Credit Union now through March, 

you can get up to a 2% LOAN RATE DISCOUNT, and 5Point will donate 

1% of your loan to the American Cancer Society.

my5pointloan.org
or call 888.994.9681 

 or 800.825.8829

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $200s

Grand Central Park  n  Harper’s Preserve  n  Liberty Branch 
The Meadows at Imperial Oaks  n  Timarron Lakes  n  Woodforest

2330 FM 1488, Suite 200,
The Woodlands, TX 77384

For centuries, salt therapy has 
provided relief from asthma, 
bronchitis, allergies, eczema and many 
other breathing and skin conditions. 
The remedy is now in The Woodlands 
area. Salt Remedy is the salt therapy 
spa for children and adults.

936-271-SALT (7258)
saltremedy.net

NOW
OPEN

Save 25% off all 
packages when you 

bring in this ad.  
Expires March 31.

easier.Breathe
better.Feel

life.Enjoy
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ACADEMIC

CAMP INVENTION
The hands-on programs at Camp Invention are 
designed to help students think like scientists. 
Children develop questions, observe details, 
collect information, form explanations and apply 
their understanding to the world around them. 
Grades 3-12. June 4-10. $618 (one week).

Christ Church United Methodist
6363 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
800-968-4332
www.campinvention.org

DAY CAMPS

GLASSELL SCHOOL SUMMER ART CAMP
The Glassell Junior School, a school affiliated with 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, is hosting 
weeklong art classes this summer. The classes are 
in a variety of different disciplines, such as draw-
ing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking, 
fashion design, digital art and animation. Ages 
3-18. June 5-Aug. 11. $130-$220.

The Woodlands and surrounding area offers a variety of camps for children of all ages 
this summer. Parents can choose from the following camp options: overnight, sport, 
academic and special interest.

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP AND BETH MARSHALL   DESIGNED BY CATHY CHEDRAWI

SUMMER
CAMP GUIDE

2017

DISCOVERY COLLEGE
Discovery College at Lone Star College-Mont-
gomery provides a fun college experience, giving 
students and their families an introduction to 
their local Lone Star College System campus. 
Camps run weekly Monday through Thursday. 
Discovery College programs are STEM-focused 
and are specifically designed to engage children 
in key areas, such as science, technology, engi-
neering and math. Ages 6-17. June 12-29, July 
10-13. $97 (weekly sessions).

LSC-Montgomery
3200 College Park Drive, Conroe
936-273-7446
www.lonestar.edu/discovery-college.htm

The Glassell Junior School
5100 Montrose Blvd., Houston
713-639-7700
www.MFAH.org

iKIDS
iKids Camp is a technology adventure of theme-
based curriculum for campers ages 3-12 that 
provides interactive fun and hands-on learning. 
Every camp theme has a technology focus plus 
creative activities, academic enrichment and rec-
reation time. Ages 3-12. June 19-21, July 17-20. 
$205 (per week).

The Woodlands Recreation Center
5310 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
713-665-5200
www.ikidsinc.com

LAZY ACRES
Lazy Acres is a Christian-based weekly day camp 
with 20 acres of indoor and outdoor activities 
available. There are 11 unique theme weeks, 

GUIDE A noncomprehensive guide to summer camps in the Greater Houston area

POINTS FOR PARENTS TO 
CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING 
A CHILD’S SUMMER CAMP  

1. Consider whether a child would enjoy 
a specialty camp.

“It’s important to know a child’s personality 
and identify what camp programs will 
benefit him or her most,” the American Camp 
Association said on its website.

CONTINUED ON 48

Hands On
activities!

Children will delight in creating a bunny mask, egg dyeing and 
embellishing egg carton baskets or a bunny box to carry eggs.  
Bring your camera to take photos with the Easter Bunny. Event 
is included in the price of admission which is $6 for adults and 
children 1 year and older. 

Eggtivities April 14th &15th 10am-2pm

4775 West Panther Creek Drive #280 The Woodlands, TX 77381  |  281-465-0955  |  www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

LOCATED AT 
27326 Robinson Rd #110, 

Conroe, TX 77385
(Next to Flips Gymnastics)

• Indoor sport games

• Stretching & coordination exercises

• Basic/advanced fencing techniques & strategies

• Footwork & fencing drills

• Fencing bouts with electronic scoring equipment 

(2-3 hours every day)

• Fencing movies and lots of fun

DATES
June 26 - 30th
July 24 - 28th

July 31- Aug 4th

FENCING CAMPS FOR BEGINNERS • AGES 6-14 • MON - FRI 9AM - 1PM

www.alliance-fencing-academy.com/fencing-camps

WE Love
OUR CUSTOMERS

BUY, SELL & SAVE

30%
one item you LOVE

 OFF
Item must be less than $50. Expires 3/21/2017. One coupon per family per 
month. Cannot be combined with other discounts. See store for restrictions. 

CPNIM1703.

6777 WOODLANDS PARKWAY at Kuykendahl
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4775 W. Panther Creek Drive, The Woodlands
281-465-0955
www.woodlandschildrensmuseum.org

OVERNIGHT 
CAMPS

CAMP ALLEN
Located in Navasota, Camp Allen’s summer camp 
is one of the largest summer camp programs in 
the Episcopal Church. Each summer, over 1,900 
campers from across Texas come to refocus and 
relax. Scholarships for the camp are also avail-
able. Camp activities include archery, horseback 
riding, canoeing, swimming, and arts and crafts. 
Grades 3-12. June. 4-Aug. 10. $618 (one week).

Camp Allen Conference and Retreat Center
18800 FM 362, Navasota
www.campallen.org/summercamp

CAMP BLESSING TEXAS
Camp Blessing Texas is for children who have a 

SEA CAMP
Sea Camp was founded in 1986 and provides res-
idential, hands-on marine adventures during the 
summer months. This year, interested students 
will have the option to travel to Costa Rica. Ages 
10-18. June 4-Aug. 5 (weeklong) (one extra week 
for day camp). $890-$965, $2,500 (for Costa  
Rica trip).

200 Seawolf Parkway, Galveston
409-740-4525
www.tamug.edu/seacamp/seacamp

THE WOODLANDS  
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum offers 
summer workshops where the curriculum is 
age appropriate, developmentally sound and 
fosters creative thinking. Workshops offered 
for younger children include art, cultural 
discovery, construction and science concepts. 
Older children can select from pre-engineering 
concepts, strategy and mechanical principles 
with team-building collaboration. Ages 4-8. 
June 6-Aug. 12. Cost TBA.

primary diagnosis of a physical or intellectual 
disability. Camp Blessing Texas also invites all 
siblings, ages 7-13, of their campers to be a 
camper as well. Older siblings (age 14+) have the 
opportunity to volunteer at the camp. Ages 7 and 
older. June 6-Aug. 12. $895.  

9402 Palestine Road, Brenham
281-259-5789
www.campblessing.com

CAROLINA CREEK
Carolina Creek Christian Camps provides a 
variety of sports and activities in an exciting en-
vironment for kids in sixth through 12th grades. 
Campers experience high-energy activities, 
meaningful worship, small group discipleship 
and opportunities to hang out with college-age 
creek staff. For children who have completed 
K-fifth grades, they can also participate in Wild 
Camp, which is a camp with animal-themed 
cabins, a water park and a climbing jungle. 
Grades K-12. Jun. 4-Aug. 12. $780 (weekly camp 

including Ultimate Capture the Flag week—a 
camper favorite. Some regularly scheduled camp 
activities include swimming, inflatable games, 
fishing in a pond, visiting farm animals and using 
sport fields. Grades K-8. June 5-Aug. 18. $125-
$145.

13913 Stagecoach Road, Magnolia
281-356-8152
www.lazyacresranch.com

PINEBROOK FARMS
Children learn to properly ride and care for 
horses at Pinebrook Farms. Whether they are 
beginners or advanced students, campers will 
find the instruction and activities at the camp will 
challenge, improve and enhance riding ability. 
Ages 7-15. June 7-10, June 11-17, June 18-24, July 
9-15, July 16-22. $525-$850.

611 Virgie Community, Magnolia
281-356-3441
www.pinebrook-farms.com
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LAZY ACRES

2. Select a camp based on a child’s 
interests.

Dr. Heather Domjan, interim executive 
director of the University of Houston STEM 
Center, said summer camps can help both 
academically and with socialization. “It’s 
important for students’ interests to be 
matched in order for them to excel,” she said. 
“But it’s a chance for them to try something 
out on a short-term basis.”

3.  Find out if a child would prefer 
a structured or unstructured 
camp. 

Some children, especially when away from 
home, can benefit from a more structured 
program with a set schedule. “Consistent 
routines and rules help create order,” 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s guide, “Essentials 
for Parenting Toddlers and Preschoolers.” 
“Things go more smoothly when you and 
your child know what to expect.” 
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CAMP ALLEN

GUIDE A noncomprehensive guide to summer camps in the Greater Houston area

CONTINUED FROM 47

S U M M E R  C A M P
AnimalLand    

2017 Summer Camps

AnimalLand Camp • Junior Lifeguard Camp 
 Conditioning Swim Camp • Performance Swim Camp

Enroll today at  
www.villasport.com/tw/camp

Register by March 21 and SAVE!

4141 Technology Forest Blvd.  
The Woodlands, TX  77381 • 832-585-0822

Summer Camp
Spring Ahead with JEI 

this Summer

JEI The Woodlands West
8008 Ashlane way, Suite 120
The Woodlands, TX 77382
(832) 663-6446

JEI Programs help prevent summer learning loss and help prepare 
for the new school year. Students can customize their summer 
classes by selecting subjects they need the most support in.

Enroll Now
Free Registration 

by April 30th

Fun activities • Games • Movie time

thewoodlandswest@jeilearning.com • thewoodlandswest.jeilearning.com

Camp
12th June - 4th Aug 2017

•JEI Math  
•JEI English  
•JEI Reading & Writing
•JEI Problem Solving Math  
•JEI Brain Safari
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sessions), $390 (Wild Camp sessions).

84 Wimberly Lane, Huntsville
936-594-4446

www.carolinacreek.org

CAMP OLYMPIA
Days are filled with camp activities at Camp 
Olympia where campers get to choose from 
more than 40 different daily activities ranging 
from wakeboarding to golf to horseback riding. 
When campers arrive at camp, they receive their 
camp activity schedule, which contains 10 ac-
tivity periods—40 minutes in length—each day. 
Ages 7-16. June. 4-Aug. 12. $3,495-$4,495. 

723 Olympia Drive, Trinity
936-594-2541
www.campolympia.com

FRONTIER CAMP
Frontier Camp is a Christian nondenominational 
coed summer camp offering weeklong camp 
sessions for children and teens. Located about 
two hours north of Houston, the camp offers 
eight camp weeks beginning the first week of 
June. The camp features recreational fun, such 
as wakeboarding, archery, a ropes course and 

horseback riding. Ages 7-17. May 28-July 29. 
$745-$795.

131 Frontier Camp Road, Grapeland
936-544-3206 • www.frontiercamp.org

LEADERSHIP CAMP TEXAS
Leadership Camp Texas is a one-week summer 
camp to help boys develop into leaders among 
their peers through cabin competitions, night 
games and Xtreme Olympics. The camp’s sched-
ule is designed to motivate campers and serve 
others while developing friendships. Grades 
5-8.  July 1-7. $625-$725.

Stoney Creek Ranch 
1912 Zimmerscheidt Road, New Ulm
718-800-7523
www.leadershipcamptexas.net
 
 
 

SPORTS

ALLIANCE FENCING ACADEMY
The camp is a reinforced environment in which 
children can work with a large peer group. Stu-
dents are trained by instructor Andrey Geva and 
his staff and learn about the sport of competitive 
fencing. Ages 6-14. June 12-Aug. 11. $250 for a 
five-day session or $60 daily. 

27326 Robinson Road, Ste 110, Oak Ridge North
1212A Cedar Post Lane, Houston
713-210-6655
www.alliance-fencing-academy.com/fencing-
camps/

LEGENDS SPORTS COMPLEX
High-energy camp experiences at Legends 
Sports Complex focus on team building, lead-
ership skills, sports, fitness and fun. Sports are 
played and enjoyed with a blend of instruction, 
sportsmanship and competition. Professionally 
trained camp counselors make sure every child 
has a safe and fun summer camp experience. The 
sports complex will have a summer camp open 
house April 16 from 1 to 6 p.m. Ages 3-13. May 
29-Aug. 18. $112.50-$180 (five-day camp mem-

ber fee), $125-$200 (five-day camp guest fee).

602 Pruitt Road, The Woodlands
281-298-5700
www.thelegendssportscomplex.com/ 
summercamps

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 
TEXAS MOTORCROSS CAMP
FCA Motocross Camp builds its curriculum, 
schedule and activities from experience in minis-
try and motocross. This camp is for girls and boys 
and for both beginners and advanced riders. 
Camp officials suggest some ride time on the 
bike but do not require the camper to have raced 
already. Sibling discounts are also available. Ages 
6 and older. July 10-13. $575. 

Rio Bravo Motocross Park  
11610 N. Lake Houston Parkway, Houston
www.fcacamps.org

Texas Star Gymnastics Summer Camp
Campers will enjoy themed weeks of gymnastics, 
swimming and other activities. Pre-K and older. 
May 29-Aug. 18. $130-$175 (weekly sessions).

1230 Ulrich Road, Tomball
281-255-9997
www.texasstargymnastics.net

This is a noncomprehensive list of camps in the area. 
Email wdlnews@communityimpact.com to have 
your camp included online.

4.  Factor in how comfortable a 
child is in social situations. 

“It’s more the social learning 
aspect. Play is a fundamental portion of 
development,” said Dr. Nedra Washington, 
program coordinator for the University of 
North Texas at Dallas Child Development 
and Family Studies program. “Children 
are able to learn rules, learn how to 
communicate, choose new friends and learn 
different cultures.”
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FRONTIER CAMP 5.  All camps are not created equal: 
What kind of certifications or 
training do staff members receive?

Domjan said parents should look for 
transparency from camps. “How is the staff 
hired or screened? With students who may 
need (medication); how is that handled? 
What is that daily schedule? Are the 
administrators upfront?”

6. Remember: It’s about fun—let a 
child grow in a new interest.  

“Just make sure that you have to have 
it to be fun,” Domjan said.

Meeting the social, emotional, and academic 
needs of our patients.

Our team is composed of caring experts in the fi elds 
of psychiatry, psychology, counseling, nutrition and 
academic coaching.

Call us for a Complimentary 
Consultation Today at 281-528-4226

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

111 Vision Park Blvd | Shenandoah, TX 77384
www.ADDwoodlands.com

Individual Treatment Solutions for you, your child, and your family

9768 Research Forest • The Woodlands, TX • 936.337.2000

Partnering with parents to 
inspire and prepare  

college-worthy character 
witnesses for Christ.

www.legacypca.org       Facebook.com/legacypca

PK—12th Grade
A Certified Accredited  

University-Model School©

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 
April 17, 2017 9:00 AM
June 12, 2017 9:30 AM
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DANCING FOR A CAUSE
YMCA Dancing with The Woodlands Stars

THE WOODLANDS FAMILY YMCA
6145 Shadowbend Place | The Woodlands, TX 77381 
281-367-9622 • ymcahouston.org/smc-shadowbend

YMCA Mission: To put Judeo-Christian principles into practice through programs 
that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. Everyone is welcome.

Thursday, April 13
6:00 pm 
at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriot

Reservations: call  281-367-9622 or visit 
ymcahouston.org/dancing-with-the-woodlands-stars.

Presented by:

April 7 • 8 • 9, 2017

 

225 Fine Artists | Performing Arts
Craft Beer | Wine | Culinary Arts
Workshops | Student Art Gallery
Live Music | Children’s Activities

The Woodlands Arts
 Council Presents:

thewoodlandsartscouncil.org
Get tickets online: 

OFFICIAL BEEROFFICIAL LUXURY VEHICLE 

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

New energy-efficient homes 
from the upper $200s

Situated near Woodlands Parkway and FM 2978,  
residents will enjoy all of the world-class amenities 
The Woodlands has to offer and 2 Beazer product 
lines to choose from.

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. © 2017 Beazer Homes. 2/17   137551

Now open in The Woodlands: May Valley!

The Woodlands: May Valley
Opening April 2017  
Single-family homes on 50’ homesites 

Contact us today to learn more!  
Call 281-214-0450 or visit Beazer.com

The Woodlands: Villas 
Model home now open! 
3 bedrooms, low-maintenance living 
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The Blue Lagoon in Huntsville is a premier 
destination for scuba diving and swimming. 
The facility not only trains scuba divers but 
also offers a place for other scuba instructors 
to train students and allows certified divers 
to practice their diving skills. Nondivers are 
also permitted at Blue Lagoon and get in on 
a first-come, first-served basis due to space 
availability. 

649 Pinedale Road, Huntsville
936-438-8888
www.bluelagoonscuba.net
Hours: Mon., Thu.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.- Sun. 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.; closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays

B-52 Brewing in Conroe aims to offer fun for 
the whole family. Besides offering a beer gar-
den that is set on 7 wooded acres with picnic 
tables, games are also offered at the brewery 
and include pingpong, cornhole, horseshoes 
and lagger golf. In addition to a variety of 
beers and wine, nonalcoholic root beer and 
lemonade are also available as well as food 
truck options. A bottle shop and retail store 
are also on-site. Dogs on leashes are allowed 
at the brewery. Private events can also be 
held at the brewery.

12470 Milroy Lane, Conroe
936-447-4677  
www.b52brewing.com
Taproom hours: Fri. 5-11 p.m., Sat. noon-10 
p.m., Sun. noon-5 p.m.

3  Riva Row Boat House
Riva Row Boat House offers paddleboards 
and single and tandem kayaks for rent. 
Participants can make their way around 
Lake Woodlands for $15 for the first hour in 
a single kayak and $20 for the first hour in 
a tandem kayak or paddleboard. Addi-
tional hours are $5 per hour. Dogs are also 
allowed to ride in kayaks, and life jackets are 
provided. 

2101 Riva Row, The Woodlands
281-210-3965
www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/ 
rivarowboathouse
Hours: Mon., Thu.-Sun. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; closed 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

4  The Woodlands Shamrock Shindig
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in Town Green 
Park on March 17 during The Woodlands 
Shamrock Shindig. The event will include 
12 hours of live music, food trucks, green 
beer and Irish dancing. Early bird tickets are 
free, and regular tickets are $5 online and 
at the door. Attendees who grab lunches 
at one of the food trucks before noon will 
receive a free drink voucher. 

2099 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
281-210-3900
www.stpattysdaywoodlands.eventbrite.com
March 17 hours: 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

5  The Woodlands CrawPHish Festival 
Keep spring break going after it is over 
with The Woodlands CrawPHish Festival on 
March 25. This annual event raises funds 
for pulmonary hypertension research. Cory 
Morrow, Zach Coffey, Zydeco Dots and 
Atom Smasher will perform during the fes-
tival, and a designated children’s zone will 
include a bounce house, inflatable slide and 
face painting. Tickets purchased in advance 
will cost $15 for children ages 6-12 and $25 
for attendees age 13 and older. Tickets pur-
chased the day of will cost $21 for children 
ages 6-12 and $36 for attendees age 13 and 
older. Children 5 years old and younger will 
be admitted for free, but a plate of food will 
cost $10. Ticket prices cover one plate of 
food and two drinks.  

2099 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
281-210-3900
www.woodlandscrawfish.com
March 25 hours: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

6  Old Town Spring 
Old Town Spring is a historic shopping dis-
trict 1 mile east of I-45 at the end of Spring 
Cypress Road. The shopping center is home 
to restaurants, museums, art galleries and a 
variety of shops. Old Town Spring emerged 
with the steady growth of merchants 
through the ‘70s and ‘80s into a favorite site 
of customers and visitors and also produces 
several popular events, such as the Texas 
Crawfish & Music Festival, held each year in 
April. Other events include PetFest, Ladies 
Expo and Fashion Walk and Old Town 
Spring Market Days, which is full of a variety 
of vendors. 

403 Main St., Spring
281-353-9310 
www.oldtownspring.com

7  Schlitterbahn 
Schlitterbahn in Galveston will heat up the 
Wasserfest section of the park daily from 
March 11-19 for spring break. This part of 
the water park will feature the Boogie Bahn 
surf ride, four tubing slides, a tidal wave riv-
er, three speed slides, two children-friendly 
areas, a wave lagoon, a heated swimming 
pool with a swim-up refreshment bar and 
a 100-foot-tall zip line ride. All-day general 
admission tickets for adults are $25.99 
online or $27.99 at the gate. All-day general 
admission tickets for children age 11 and 
younger and seniors 55 and older are 
$20.99 online or $22.99 at the gate. 

Schlitterbahn
2109 Lockheed St., Galveston
409-770-9283
www.schlitterbahn.com/home/ 
galveston-island/events/spring-break
March 11-19 hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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THINGS TO DO INSIDE LOOP 610

8  Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St., Houston
713-400-7336
www.discoverygreen.com
Open daily 6 a.m.-11 p.m.
Free admission for all events, unless otherwise 
noted on the website

9  Miller Outdoor Theatre 
6000 Hermann Park Drive, Houston
832-487-7102
www.milleroutdoortheatre.com
Free admission

10  Japanese Garden 
6000 Fannin St., Houston
713-524-5876
www.hermannpark.org
Open daily 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free admission

11  Houston Museum of Natural Science
5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston 
713-639-4629
www.hmns.org
Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Admission: $25 (guests age 12 and older); $15 
(guests ages 3-11, college students with I.D. 
and seniors age 62 and older);  free (guests age 
2 and younger); $8 (per person for military and 
groups of 10 or more); $3.50 (per person for 
school groups); special exhibitions, the plane-
tarium, butterfly center and giant screen theater 
cost extra. 

12  The Houston Zoo 
6200 Hermann Park Drive, Houston
713-533-6500 • www.houstonzoo.org
Hours: Open daily 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Admission: $18 (guests age 12 and older); $14 
(children ages 2-11); free (children age 1 and 
younger); $11.50 (seniors age 65 and older)
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GUIDE A noncomprehensive guide to spring break ideas in the Houston area

S P R I N G  B R E A K

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP AND BETH MARSHALL   

With spring break just around the corner, here are some options in and around The 
Woodlands area for residents to enjoy. 
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AUBURN LAKES ESTATES - 24710 THORTON KNOLLS
MARY ANN SEEMAN | 832.729.3076 | $850,000

SEVEN MEADOWS - 6315 INDIANGRASS CT.
ANN NICHOLS | 281.435.8477 | $874,900

STERLING RIDGE - 6 E ARTIST GROVE CIRCLE
INSPIRED LIVING | 281.810.3787  | $500,000

MOSTYN MANOR - 12503 STALLION CT.
TYSON CLINE | 936.689.4913 | $321,550

CREEKSIDE PARK - 70 CANOE BEND
KATHRYN NELSON | 281.923.9394 | $444,900

CHAMPIONS PARK - 13606 FAWCETT
TAMMY HENDRICKS | 281.744.9955 | $309,500

NORTHAMPTON - 6203 MEADOWTRACE
JEANNE GAIDA | 512.517.1590 | $389,900

HIGH MEADOW RANCH - 37123 SULPHUR BRANCH BEND
TAMMY HENDRICKS | 281.744.9955 | $749,900

CARLTON WOODS - 38 JOHNATHAN LANDING CT.
INSPIRED LIVING | 281.810.3787  | $1,090,000

WOODFOREST - 876 EAGLE POINTE
KAREN KREHBIEL | 281.703.3200 | $1,889,000

HIGH MEADOW RANCH - 37223 MEADOW FALLS CT.
TAMMY HENDRICKS | 281.744.9955 | $1,129,000

THE WOODLANDS OFFICE
2829 Technology Forest Blvd. Suite 340 | The Woodlands, Texas 77381 | 936.447.9625

heritagetexas.com
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O  ver the past 43 years since the 
Village of Grogan’s Mill opened 

in 1974, George Mitchell’s vision has 
come to life with the development of 
each of the eight residential villages 
that make up The Woodlands. 

From the original purchase of 2,800 
acres made in 1964 by founder George 
Mitchell, The Woodlands has come a 
long way. 

Now home to more than 110,000 
residents, the master-planned com-
munity has become a dining, retail 
and entertainment epicenter, domi-
nated by the oil, gas and health care 
industries. 

With the Village of Creekside Park 
in the final stages of build-out, here 
is a look back on how The Woodlands 
has transformed over time. 

The Woodlands Villages
The making of a master-planned community

BY HANNAH ZEDAKER
HISTORY
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Plato Pappas (left), The Woodlands Corporation vice president for engineering, and  Vern 
Robbins, senior vice president for land development, were instrumental in coordinating 
infrastructure design and construction during the early years of The Woodlands (1973). 

VILLAGE OF GROGAN’S MILL

The original village of The Woodlands opened Oct. 19, 
1974, and was named after the Grogan-Cochran Lumber 
Company that formerly owned and operated the land and 
had a mill on the property. The opening of this village was 
commemorated with a flag-raising ceremony and celebrity 
appearance by William Shatner. 

Known as “the gateway to The Woodlands,” the Village 
of Grogan’s Mill is in the historic district of The Woodlands 
and is home to The Woodlands Resort & Conference 
Center, four Conroe ISD schools, three golf courses, and 
Tamarac and Sawmill parks. 

VILLAGE OF PANTHER CREEK

Named for the same body of water that forms its eastern 
boundary as Lake Woodlands, the Village of Panther Creek 
opened in 1977 as the second village in The Woodlands. 

Panther Creek is also home to Northshore and 
Southshore parks, two public swimming pools, three 
CISD schools and The Woodlands’ iconic dragon, formally 
known as “Rise of the Midgard Serpent,” as well as “The 
Dreamer” sculpture. 

VILLAGE OF COCHRAN’S CROSSING

The Village of Cochran’s Crossing opened in 1983, 
honoring the Cochran family of Montgomery County who 
co-owned the Grogan-Cochran Lumber Company and much 
of the land upon which The Woodlands sits. 

Commonly referred to by residents as “the happy village,” 
Cochran’s Crossing is home to The Woodlands County Club, 
Palmer Golf Course, The Woodlands Recreation Center, 

The Woodlands YMCA-Shadowbend, four CISD schools, 
Bear Branch and Shadowbend parks, along with one public 
swimming pool.

VILLAGE OF INDIAN SPRINGS

The Village of Indian Springs opened in 1984 and was 
given its namesake for the Native American artifacts that 
were discovered on the property. The artifacts belonged 
to the Bidai tribe of the Atakapan Indians who resided in 
Montgomery County during the 18th century. 

The village is home to the John Cooper School, Interfaith 
Child Development Center and eight parks; it is the only 
village characterized by hilly terrain.

VILLAGE OF ALDEN BRIDGE

When Roger Galatas was president of The Woodlands 
Operating Company in 1994, he named The Woodlands’ 
newest village that opened that same year after his 
hometown, Alden Bridge, Louisiana. 

As one of the largest villages, the village is adjacent to 
Jones State Forest and home to The Woodlands Christian 
Academy, St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School, three CISD 
schools, 25 parks and 13 aquatic facilities.

VILLAGE OF COLLEGE PARK

The Village of College Park opened in 1995 and was 
named for the higher education facilities that reside in it—
Lone Star College-University Center, Sam Houston State 
University-The Woodlands Center, and The Woodlands 
College Park High School & Academy of Science and 
Technology. 

The “college town” is one of the smaller villages and is 

also home to CHI St. Luke Health-The Woodlands Hospital, 
Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston Methodist The 
Woodlands Hospital, two active adult living communities, 
six parks and one swimming pool.

VILLAGE OF STERLING RIDGE

The Village of Sterling Ridge opened in 1999, the same 
year The Woodlands celebrated its 25th anniversary, and 
therefore received its name to honor “the sterling silver 
anniversary.”

Sterling Ridge is home to the George and Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Library, the Gary Player Signature Championship 
golf course, The South Montgomery County YMCA, four 
parks, three CISD schools and one Magnolia ISD school. 
The village has its own park and ride and includes the gated 
community of Carlton Woods, which originally was a village 
in its own right. 

VILLAGE OF CREEKSIDE PARK

The newest Woodlands village, Creekside Park opened 
in October 2007 and earned its namesake for its proximity 
to Spring Creek.  
     The 3,500-acre village is the only one to extend across 
the Montgomery County line and into Harris County and is 
also the only village with a village green. 

The village is home to the George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve, the Rob Fleming Aquatic Center, Carlton Woods 
Creekside, Lone Star College-Creekside Center, eight 
parks, one Tomball ISD school and a portion of the Spring 
Creek Greenway project.

Creekside Park is made up of 23 neighborhoods 
and upon completion, it is expected to be home to 
approximately 7,000 families

Sponsored by Waste Management,  
The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N., H-E-B, The Woodlands 

Joint Powers Agency, Keep Texas Beautiful,  
The Woodlands Development Company, 

Nature’s Way Resources

SHOW UP, CLEAN UP, GREEN UP!

SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2017

Check-in: 8 to 10 a.m.
Cleanup:  8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Celebrate:  11 a.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Food, fun and entertainment at

Rob Fleming Park
A GREAT AMERICAN CLEAN-UP EVENT

To find your check-in location, please visit www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/greenup or call 281-210-3800
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time for this to stop,” Patrick said. 
Among other goals, SB 2 seeks to 

lower the property tax revenue cap for 
cities and counties from an 8 percent 
increase over the previous year to a 4 
percent increase. If a city or county were 
to exceed the revenue cap, a rollback 
election would be triggered giving vot-
ers the chance to approve or reject the 
new tax rate.

During a press conference Feb. 20, 
Montgomery County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner James Noack said the commis-
sioners would need to be more responsi-
ble with money the county already has if 
SB 2 is approved this session. 

“If we need more revenue based on 
the demand from the citizens, then they 
are going to understand that a tax rate 
increase is necessary,” Noack said. “It’s 
time to stop these arbitrary increases in 
the appraised values [of homes] to gen-
erate millions of dollars for Montgomery 
County alone.”

Officials with the Texas Municipal 
League—a nonprofit that advocates for 
legislative issues on behalf of Texas 
cities—describe the proposed rollback 
rate reduction as an “assault on pub-
lic safety, economic development and 
transportation.” Meanwhile, officials 
with cities and counties across the 
state, including Montgomery County, 

CONTINUED FROM 1

have expressed concerns about how 
SB 2 could restrict future budgets. 

THE CALL FOR REFORM

Bettencourt, who serves as chairman 
of the Senate Select Committee on Prop-
erty Tax Reform & Relief, hosted town 
hall meetings across the state in 2016. 

“Whether it was homeowners testi-
fying that they are unable to keep up 
with their property tax bills, small-busi-
ness owners seeing their hard-earned 
profits go out the window, or big busi-
nesses testifying that they are locating 
new plants and taking jobs out of Texas 
due to high property taxes, they are all 
saying that property taxes are rising too 
fast,” Bettencourt said. 

The appraisal system in Montgom-
ery County is designed to allocate the 
tax burden fairly among all owners of 
taxable property, said Tony Belinoski, 
a deputy chief appraiser for the Mont-
gomery County Appraisal District.

“We appraise property according to 
the laws set forth in the Texas property 
tax code using mass appraisal,” Beli-
noski said. “We break properties down 
into market areas and based on their 
individual characteristics. We then use 
similar properties and—collecting sales 
information—we make adjustments to 
those properties.”

Critics claim property appraisal sys-
tems produce assessed values that 
often do not correlate with what is actu-
ally happening in the market. The state 
tax code requires appraisal districts to 
adopt a written reappraisal plan every 
two years to make sure appraisals accu-
rately reflect changes in the real estate 
market. 

In Montgomery County, average 
assessed values increased by 12.5 per-
cent between 2015 and 2016, according 
to MCAD.

In addition to SB 2, several other 
bills related to property tax relief have 
been filed by lawmakers this session. 
Rep. Cecil Bell, R-Magnolia, filed House 
Bill 167, which would limit appraisal 
increases to 5 percent of the appraised 
value of the property for the previous 
year. Rep. Dwayne Bohac, R-Houston, 
filed HB 1473, which would exempt 
homeowners age 80 and older from 
property taxes entirely if they have 
owned their homes for at least 10 years.

Some legislation filed has been more 
extreme. Rep. Valerie Swanson, R-Tom-
ball, filed HB 1050, which would abolish 
property taxes entirely by Jan. 1, 2022.

CHANGES IF SB 2 IS PASSED

If passed, SB 2 would pressure a 
taxing entity to lower its tax rate to 
compensate for increases in assessed 

property values, Bettencourt said. As 
a result, the amount a homeowner’s 
property tax bill could go up each year 
would be limited.

Under existing rules, citizens must 
petition to bring about a rollback elec-
tion in which voters can decide to reject 
a proposed tax rate. Under SB 2, the 
election would be triggered automati-
cally whenever a 4 percent increase in 
property tax revenue from the previ-
ous year is reached or passed. The bill 
would affect cities and counties but not 
municipal utility districts, emergency 
services districts or school districts.

The Woodlands Township board of 
directors has not considered or taken 
a position on SB 2 to limit property tax 
rates or levies, said Don Norrell, presi-
dent and general manager of The Wood-
lands Township. 

The township, as a special purpose 
district, is subject to the provisions of 
the roll back rate, Norrell said. However, 
since the township has reduced its prop-
erty tax rate in recent years, SB 2’s caps 
would not impose on the budget. 

“The township would not have seen 
any significant financial impact over 
the past four budget cycles with the pro-
posed 4 percent limit on the property 
tax rollback rate as provided in Senate 
Bill 2,” Norrell said. 

Bettencourt said it is difficult to proj-
ect how much the average homeowner 
would save under SB 2, but he said the 
savings would add up each year to pro-
duce tangible relief over time.

Patrick O’Connor, president and 
owner of Houston-based property tax 
consulting business O’Connor & Associ-
ates, said the bill would have the great-
est effect in cities and counties with 
high growth.  

“It would definitely save homeown-
ers money in years where property 
values go [up] quickly,” O’Connor said. 
“And we’ve seen a number of years in 
Harris County where appraisals have 
risen by 10 percent.”

O’Connor said in a best-case scenario 
with a 10 percent increase in appraised 
value year over year on a $280,000 
home and a total combined property 
tax rate of $2.70 per $100 valuation—
including all taxing entities—the bill 
could save homeowners as much as 
$454 that year if residents were to vote 
down the tax increase.

In addition to reducing the rollback 
rate, SB 2 would also install a series 
of appraisal reforms, including the 
creation of oversight boards, raising 
small-business exemptions and stan-
dardizing the date for property owners 
to protest their appraisals, according to 
the legislation.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
inTAXES

Although the tax rate has remained steady in Montgomery 
County, the total assessed value of property has risen each 
year since 2013. This has caused similar increases in the 
county’s tax levy, or total property tax revenue collected.
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If SB 2 passes, any increase in tax levy of 4 percent or more would 
trigger a rate rollback election. 
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Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

BUDGET CONCERNS

Montgomery County officials offered 
various perspectives on the effect of the 
property tax rollback. Judge Craig Doyal 
said the county is evaluating ways to 
provide some property tax relief at the 
local level, but striking a balance is dif-
ficult because the county does not levy 
a sales tax. On Feb. 13, county commis-
sioners approved a 10 percent home-
stead exemption for all homeowners.

“We want to give people some relief 
but at the same time not put ourselves 
in a position where we cripple the 
county operations and we have to cut 
back on law enforcement, and we are 
way behind on road construction,” he 
said. “It is a tough balance.”

In Montgomery County—where 83 
percent of the county is unincorpo-
rated—property tax revenue will be 
even more crucial to managing a rap-
idly growing population, Doyal said.

Total property tax revenue brought in 
by Montgomery County has increased 
from $175.3 million in 2013 to $186.6 
million in 2014 and $203.2 million in 
2015, increases of 6.45 and 8.90 percent, 
respectively.

By approving a 10 percent optional 
homestead exemption for all home-
owners, the county will lose about $13 
million in annual revenue, Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Tammy McRae said. How-
ever, Montgomery County expects to 
generate approximately $12.8 million 
in additional revenue this year over 
last year.

The exemption could result in an 
annual savings of $125.40 for homes 
valued at $268,685—the average value 
in Montgomery County, she said.

Doyal said he is also encouraging local 
municipalities to reduce their tax rates.

Noack said if a local governing body 
needs more money each year, it should 
come from increasing the actual tax 
rate because property tax increases are 
too high.

“I believe that the property tax rates 

across the state are virtually meaning-
less,” Noack said. “What I mean by that 
is our appraised values are going up so 
high that, [with] the property tax rate, 
we’re generating more income every 
single year without having to do any-
thing other than make sure your home 
increases in value or your business.”

In the City of Shenandoah, average 
home values were $373,257 in 2016, 
which is an increase from $304,642 in 
2014. Shenandoah Mayor Ritch Wheeler 
said there are pros and cons that go 
along with SB 2.  

“I am almost always in favor of any 
legislation that increases transparency, 
as well as the voice of the people,” 
Wheeler said. “The challenge with 
legislation like Senate Bill 2 is how to 
accomplish the goal without losing 
important local services.”

Property taxes help sustain local 
government services, such as police, 
fire, infrastructure and transportation, 
Wheeler said. 

“I think most people understand the 
need for these tax dollars, as long as 
there is ample transparency to see that 
they are being spent wisely,” he said.

Oak Ridge North—a city that has 
reduced tax rates for its citizens for the 
last six years—is not expecting to be 
affected by SB 2 at this time, City Man-
ager Vicky Rudy said. 

“We believe that the state should 
focus on a real fix for school finance,” 
Rudy said. “That is where property own-
ers are hit the hardest and why we have 
a statewide issue with property taxes.”

In 2016, the average property value 
for Oak Ridge North residents was 

R EL I EF  F O R  
MONTGOMERY COUNTY RESIDENTS
Although Montgomery County  slightly decreased its tax rate between 
2014 and 2016, increases in property  values caused tax bills to rise.

Montgomery County 2014 property taxes

The average homeowner in Montgomery County paid just over $1,080 to 
the county in property taxes in 2014.

In 2016, the average Montgomery County homeowner paid just over $1,200  
in property taxes to the county. If SB 2 passes, cities and counties would 
need voter approval if total property tax revenue collected exceeds the 
previous year by 4 percent or more.

Average 
property value  

$227,527

County property  
tax owed 

$1,084.62

Average  
property value  

$268,685

County property  
tax owed 

$1,253.95

SOURCE: MONTGOMERY CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Tax rate  

$0.4767
per $100 valuation

Tax rate  

$0.4667
per $100 valuation

Montgomery County 2016 property taxes

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
2014: $227,527
2016: $268,685

THE WOODLANDS
2014: $385,169
2016: $439,696

CITY OF SHENANDOAH
2014: $304,642
2016: $373,257

CITY OF OAK RIDGE NORTH
2014: $250,000
2016: $261,000

Assessed property values rose significantly in Montgomery County between 2014 and 2016, and 
The Woodlands area was no different. 

IN MONTGOMERY COUNTYA closer look

$261,000—up from $250,000 in 2014. 
Rudy said she believes tax rates 

should be determined at a local level, 
rather than by the state Legislature. 
Additionally, Rudy said she believes the 
other issue is in appraisals as a whole. 
SB 2 only addresses tax caps. 

“Every city is different,” Rudy said. 
“That is why a local decision is in the 
best interest of all. There is no real ‘state-
wide’ fix other than school finance.”

Direct: 713-256-4998 Offi ce: 281-367-7770

Michele@MicheleFlory.com • www.MicheleFlory.com

Data Source: Houston Association of Realtors

INVENTORY
9% 
& 

SALES 
2%

FROM 2016

Sign up for our monthly real estate market 
report on your neighbourhood

LET US 
PREPARE A 
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MARKET 

ANALYSIS OF 
YOUR HOME

FLORY-CIMPACT-27Feb2017.indd   1 23/02/2017   13:08
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thewoodlandsfirst.org

Sunday, April 16, 2017
Three Great Services!!

9:30 am - Classic Worship

11:00 am - Contemporary Worship

11:00 am - Servicio en Español 
      Edificio C - The Mill

11801 Grogan’s Mill • The Woodlands, TX • 77380
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May 2017 
The township finds out 
if bills are approved in 
the Legislature. 

a special meeting took place Feb. 22 to discuss the 
topic and the legislation. 

“This is a foundational day,” township board 
Chairman Gordy Bunch said. “We’re starting the 
groundwork.” 

INCORPORATION LEGISLATION

The Woodlands has until 2057 to incorporate 
before it risks being annexed by the cities of Hous-
ton and Conroe, according to regional participation 
agreements signed in 2007 by both cities. Voters in 
the master-planned community will have the ulti-
mate say over whether to become a city if the board of 
directors chooses to place incorporation on a ballot. 

There are two types of cities in the state of Texas: 
general law and home rule. The Texas Constitution 
only allows communities to incorporate as general 
law cities, which have populations of 5,000 or less. 
Therefore, the township legally cannot incorporate 
today because of its population of more than 110,000 
residents, according to the Texas Municipal League. 
A general law city only has authority granted in the 
state statutes, while a home rule city’s authority—to 
which The Woodlands would eventually transition—
is granted in a city charter, according to the TML.

State Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, and state 
Rep. Mark Keough, R-The Woodlands, filed Senate 
bills 1014 and 1015 and House bills 2110 and 2183, 
respectively, Feb. 22 to legalize the community’s pos-
sible future transition to a general law city. 

“Legislation has been introduced to resolve these 
issues and provide the township with the ability to 
move from the current form of governance and incor-
porate as a general law city,” township General Man-
ager and President Don Norrell said. 

Aside from allowing The Woodlands to incorpo-
rate as a general law city, the legislation requires a 
proposed initial maximum property tax rate for the 
community at incorporation be included in any bal-
lot language. The proposed legislation also states 
if a majority of The Woodlands voters do choose to 
incorporate, a subsequent election would need to be 

held to elect a mayor and five council members, or a 
mayor and two city commissioners. The township’s 
board of directors has seven members today. 

Additionally, the assets, liabilities and obligations 
of the township would be transferred to the new city, 
according to the legislation. 

The township may not know the outcome of the 
legislation until the end of the session in late May or 
early June. If approved by the Legislature, the bills 
would either take effect this September or immedi-
ately if approved by two-thirds of both chambers. 

“We need to reset the button in The Woodlands 
with our residents that there isn’t this imminent 
threat that [incorporation] is going to happen over-
night,” Bunch said. “This is a multiyear planning 
process.” 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK 

Much of the discussion surrounding the topic of 
incorporation has centered on what services the new 
city would be required to provide by law. 

As a special purpose district, The Woodlands relies 
on multiple governmental agencies, such as Mont-
gomery County and The Woodlands Joint Powers 
Agency, to provide various services ranging from law 
enforcement to water and sanitary sewer services. 

“We are still dealing with multiple governmental 
agencies constantly,” township Director Laura Fill-
ault said. 

Although the board plans to further dive into 
what services a city would need to provide during 
the planning process, the actual implementation of 
those decisions would be the job of new city council 
members to make after incorporation, said Julie Port, 
an attorney hired by the board with experience in 
incorporation matters. 

“That will be the body that will decide, ‘Are we 
going to start with our own police department, are 
we going to do an interlocal agreement with the 
neighboring community, or are we going to contract 
with the county for those services?’” she said. 

The board of directors also discussed the types of 
analysis and studies needed to move forward in the 

planning process, which it plans to revisit in April. 
“We’re going to find, as we go through this process, 

that changing conditions will cause us to change our 
views on some of these issues,” township Director 
Bruce Rieser said. 

INCORPORATION TRIGGERS 

Recent developments in the community have trig-
gered a greater need for discussion and planning 
for incorporation, which was deferred indefinitely 
in 2012. At that time, however, the township created 
a multilevel review approach for significant factors 
that may indicate a need to evaluate a change in 
governance structure. There are four levels to the 
approach: The first involves seeing if the issue can be 
addressed with internal procedures, while the fourth 
and final level involves pursuing a change in gover-
nance structure. 

“[The board] put this mechanism in … so when 
community issues come up, we review to see if there 
are steps that need to be taken to go through this pro-
cess, or if there’s anything that would trigger greater 
discussion of incorporation,” Dempsey said. 

Although the four levels may be subjective based 
on where a resident lives in The Woodlands, the 
township board in 2016 discussed several issues 
it considers to be higher than a 1 on the scale. For 
example, the topic of mobility was raised to a Level 
4 last year in response to the controversial proposed 
extension of Woodlands Parkway from FM 2978 to 
Hwy. 249 that the township board and residents have 
opposed.   

“We are here because we triggered our own board 
policy saying we have a significant issue within the 
township that our residents have proclaimed loudly 
through the [May 2015 bond], their petitions and our 
board resolutions that triggered us to start a plan-
ning process,” Bunch said. “Up to this point, there 
was no plan. We had been deferring indefinitely until 
we triggered our board policy.”

BOARD
T R I G G E R S 

The Woodlands Township annually reviews factors that may indicate a need to evaluate or escalate a change 
in governance structure. There is a multilevel approach—Level 1 being the lowest—to get to the point 

where the board should begin discussion regarding incorporation. 

CITY  TOWNSHIP 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

TOWNSHIP’S TIMELINE

• Covenants 
• Neighborhood 

services
• Environmental 

services
• Parks

• Fire department 
• Economic 

development
• Special events
• Residential solid 

waste 

• Planning and 
zoning

• Animal control 
• Streets
• Water and 

sanitary sewer 

• Municipal court
• Police department 
• Stormwater 

drainage

SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

CITY:

Multilevel approach

1
2

3
4

Address with internal procedures and budgeting

Address through contracts or contract adjustments

Address through legislative initiatives 

Pursue change in governance structure 

Land use/Planning and zoning/
Developer relationship—Level 1

Communitywide drainage—Level 1 or 2

Transportation/Transit—Level 2 

Transportation/Mobility—Level 4

Woodlands Township board concerns in 2016-17:

May 2015 
The Woodlands residents defeat the 
Montgomery County road bond, 
which included a controversial 
extension of Woodlands Parkway.

January 2016 
Montgomery County approves an update 
to its thoroughfare plan, which includes 
an extension of Woodlands Parkway, 
about which the township has concerns.

March 2016 
The township passes a resolution opposing 
projects on the major thoroughfare plan 
and triggers a need to evaluate a change in 
governance structure. 

CONTINUED FROM 1

December 2016 
The Woodlands Township 
sets aside $2.5 million in an 
incorporation reserve.

February 2017 
Bills are filed in the Texas 
Legislature to give The Woodlands 
statutory authority to incorporate. 

2016 20172015

The township can provide a number of 
services but not all that a city offers. If 
The Woodlands were to become a city, 
it would be able to offer a variety of 
additional services as well.  

TOWNSHIP: 

The trigger to planning for incorporation 
began two years ago with the proposed 
Woodlands Parkway extension.

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

2018
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Quick Tip 1
Many events offer free ticket sales early  

before the date of the event as part of 

an “early bird special.” 

February

May

April

June

October

March

implemented rules and regulations 
for these events to help them run more 
smoothly, said Nick Wolda, president 
of The Woodlands Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau.

“It’s very important to the township 
to have spent time on rules and regu-
late events so they are not problematic 
with place and time,” Wolda said. “A 
town is better off having visitors and 
activity than not having any at all. But 
you need balance. Events and festi-
vals, when produced correctly, can be 

a strong benefit for businesses and res-
idents alike.”

TOWN CENTER EVENTS

The Woodlands Township hosts 
a number of events annually that 
include campouts, a concert series, 
environmental events, festivals, races 
and volunteer opportunities. There are 
about 15 of these major events put on 
by the township every year.

Program expenses for the major 
events held in The Woodlands are set 
at more than $1 million. The Red, Hot 
& Blue Festival, which is budgeted 

SOURCES: INSPIRE PRODUCTIONS, HOUSTON AREA SHOWS, 
EW MEDIA GROUP/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

FESTIVAL Facts
The Woodlands has a variety of events set to take  

place this year, including several that will be hosted by  
outside parties. Here are a few new major festivals 

expected to have an effect on The Woodlands this year.

Year started: 2017

Host: Jane Minarovic

www.inspirefilmfest.com

Year started: 2017

Host: Inspire Productions

www.facebook.com/
the-woodlands-music-
fest-241549209592681/

Year started: 2017

Host: Inspire Productions

www.facebook.com/
events/234478563647263/

Year started: 2017

Host: Inspire Productions

www.beyondthepints.com

Year started: 2016

Host: EW Media Group

www.thewoodlands 
margaritafest.com

Year started: 2017

Host: Inspire Productions

www.facebook.com/
events/1841671639403898/

Year started: 2017

Host: Inspire Productions

www.thetexastacofest.com

Year started: 2015

Host: Houston Area Shows

www.facebook.com/
events/144944865996450/

CONTINUED FROM 1

Inspire Film  
Festival

The Woodlands  
Music Fest

The Woodlands  
Shamrock Shindig

Beyond the Pints Craft  
Beer and Music Festival

The Woodlands  
Margarita Festival

Woodlands  
Oktoberfest

 2017 Texas Taco,  
Tequila and  
Margarita Festival

The Woodlands  
Family Fun Fest

FEB.
23-26

MAR.
11

OCT.
14

JUNE
10

MAR.
18

MAR.
17

MAY
13

SEP.
16

Seats filled:  

450 on Friday*

Ticket sales: 

7,500+

Ticket sales: 

2,500+

Ticket sales: 

5,500+

Ticket sales: 

2,000

Ticket sales: 

2,000+

Ticket sales: 

30,000+

Attendance: 

10,000

Quick Tip 2
Follow social media pages of events to 
find out more information concerning 

tickets or giveaways and to find photos of past held events.

Woodlands Township board of direc-
tors, said events like the taco festival 
and the “Shamrock Shindig” are com-
ing to The Woodlands because of the 
type of community atmosphere and 
the success of other big events.

“Other events are drawn here 
because of the safety, aesthetics and 
beauty of our community,” Bunch 
said. “The success of other events 
here makes it an attractive venue. The 
Waterway Arts Festival is at the top of 
the list. The Inspire Film Festival was 
also just held here, and we hope that 
grows and is successful here in [The 
Woodlands]. Anything that comes here 
will be welcome since it also adds to 
the hotel tax base.”

Jernae West, founder of Houston 
Area Shows, said the beauty of Town 
Green Park and surrounding area is 
what inspired her to host The Wood-
lands Family Fun Fest for the third year 
in a row in March. 

“My company is based in Mont Bel-
vieu, and we do events in the Greater 
Houston area,” West said. “I’m in love 
with [Town Green Park]. The families 
of The Woodlands love to come out. 
That’s what drew me in; it’s a great 
place for families.”

LOCAL EFFECTS

Residents and business owners in 
The Woodlands agree the influx of new 
events contributes to the economy of 
the community.

Sales tax revenue is expected to con-
tinue to rise due in part to the large 
number of events in The Woodlands, 
with $49.9 million budgeted for 2017 
compared to $49.2 million in 2016 
and $39.5 million in 2012. Sales tax, 
hotel tax, program and other revenue 
sources account for 64 percent of the 
township’s total revenue.

Stuart Schroeder, president of the 
Cochran’s Crossing Village Associa-
tion, said the new events have a pos-
itive effect on The Woodlands since 
they help generate sales tax revenue 
through local restaurants and busi-
nesses. 

“I think the large number of visitors 
here can be beneficial,” Schroeder 
said. “It’s a positive thing for the local 

*Sold out show by Sunday

at $260,000 and the ice rink in Town 
Center, which is budgeted at $369,150, 
are the two most expensive programs. 
However, the programs bring in more 
than $3.5 million in annual revenue.

Even with these township-spon-
sored events in the area, residents and 
outside companies have also begun 
to bring new events and festivals to 
the area. There are at least five new 
events coming to The Woodlands this 
year that are expected to bring in more 
visitors to the area as well as boost the 
local economy.

Trey Diller, founder of Inspire Pro-
ductions and longtime Woodlands 
resident, is behind the new major festi-
vals set to happen this year.

A taco and tequila festival, a St. Pat-
rick’s Day festival called “Shamrock 
Shindig,” a craft beer festival, a music 
festival and an Oktoberfest event are 
all new events this year founded by 
Diller’s company that will be held in 
either Town Green Park or The Wood-
lands Waterway area. 

“Besides the pavilion, there are no 
year-round events that cater to the 
whole family,” Diller said. “We wanted 
to bring something new here. For the 
‘Shamrock Shindig,’ we’ve already 
sold 2,500 tickets, and for the taco 
festival, we’ve exceeded about 30,000 
ticket sales.”

Diller said the large number of vis-
itors who are coming for the taco fes-
tival, which will be held in June, will 
help sell hotel rooms in The Wood-
lands as well as provide more foot traf-
fic for local businesses in the area.

“It’s most definitely a positive thing,” 
Diller said. “We’re already sold 50-plus 
hotel rooms, and we have people com-
ing here from different states.”

Since 2012, hotel tax revenue in The 
Woodlands has continued to rise, with 
$8.2 million budgeted for 2017, com-
pared to $6 million in 2012. 

Fred Domenick, general manager 
of The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center, said from 
a hotel perspective there can never be 
too many people coming to The Wood-
lands for events since it generates hotel 
sales tax and boosts the local economy.

“I don’t see how [events and fes-
tivals] can hurt hotel tax,” Domen-
ick said. “Any big event that creates 
demand is very positive for the com-
munity. On some events, you can flip 
a coin—is it going to work? [The Wood-
lands area has] added on about 1,000 
rooms to the community in the past 
18 months between us, Shenandoah 
and the Spring area, so we need the 
demand for the hotels.” 

Gordy Bunch, chairman of The 

September

“EVENTS AND FESTIVALS, 
WHEN PRODUCED 
CORRECTLY, CAN BE 
A STRONG BENEFIT 
FOR BUSINESSES AND 
RESIDENTS ALIKE.”

—NICK WOLDA,  
THE WOODLANDS CONVENTION  

AND VISITORS BUREAU PRESIDENT
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economy.”
However, Schroeder said there were 

problems last year when events were 
held in Northshore Park because of 
the noise created by past events, such 
as the Margarita Festival in 2016, and 
the park’s proximity to nearby neigh-
borhoods like Windward Cove. Wolda 
said commercial events are no longer 
held in Northshore Park due to resi-
dent complaints and will now be held 
in Town Green Park.

“It’s good there are no [commercial 
events] in Northshore Park since that 
borders a neighborhood,” Schroeder 
said. “Town Center is primarily com-
mercial so residents don’t have much 
to complain about.”

Kim Lewis, treasurer of the Panther 
Creek Village Association, said while 
events can be beneficial to business 
and restaurant owners alike, traffic can 
still be a problem.

Township officials have addressed 
the problem with traffic by making 
changes to major event policies and 
said they continue to work on decibel 
level requirements and coordinating 
traffic and road closures. Township 
officials also consider the time and 
place of an event and how it affects 
residents.

“I think it can impede on business 

in the Market Street area because of 
mostly traffic,” Lewis said. “I know 
there were a lot of complaints during 
the Fourth of July event last year, and it 
does hurt with parking. But all in all it 
does help the community.”

Several restaurants in The Waterway 
area welcome these events to boost 
business and attract patrons to the area. 

Josh Mosley, manager of The Goose’s 
Acre located on the Waterway, said 
business has always doubled when-
ever an event is held in proximity to 
the bar, and he is looking forward to 
this year’s upcoming events.

“Festivals create more [business] 
traffic, and it’s a good thing,” Mosely 
said. “We hope it continues to attract 
more business.”

Martin Quiroga, general manager of 
Cyclone Anaya’s Mexican Kitchen, also 
located on the Waterway, agreed with 
Mosely and said events in the Town 
Center area are a big benefit to area 
businesses.

“Any show at the pavilion or any fes-
tival is a benefit for us,” Quiroga said. 
“We also participated in the Margarita 
Festival last year and it was really good 
promotion. It’s a good thing we’re here.”

TOURISMTrends

SOURCE: THE WOODLANDS CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

Tourism brings The Woodlands and Texas increases in sales and hotel tax revenue 
and creates numerous jobs in travel and tourism for residents. With the many 
events and festivals occurring in The Woodlands this year, more tourists and 
visitors are expected to make their way to the area. 

Hotel tax revenue and sales tax revenue in The Woodlands has 
continued to rise or remain the same since 2013. 

Hotel and sales tax revenue

Visitors to The 
Woodlands-2016

Texas travel  
facts-2015

• Generated $10.6 million in local tax 
revenue

• Generated $17.1 million in state tax 
revenue

• Created 3,940 jobs in travel and tourism

• Travel directly supported 653,000 jobs.
• Visitors generated over half of all 

spending.
• Visitor spending generates $3.8 billion 

in state tax revenue.
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$1 BILLION
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ONE HOME AT A TIME

281-677-3567
kwwoodlands.com
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THE WOODLANDS
Creekside Park
Convenient to the New Village Center
281-516-0899

Coronet Ridge - Limited Home Sites Remain!
From the low $700s
The Estates at Blairs Way
Final Home Sites Remain!
From the upper $800s

NORTH HOUSTON
Woodson’s Reserve
Located on the Grand Parkway! Conroe ISD:
New On-Site High School Under Construction!

Executive Collection
Premier Access to the Grand Parkway!
From the mid-$400s • 281-353-2979
Estate Collection
Wooded Views on Select Home Sites!
From the low $500s • 281-353-2979

NorthGrove at Spring Creek
Amenity Center Coming Summer 2017! Magnolia ISD
281-252-0022

Executive Collection
Five New Home Designs Now Available!
From the upper $300s
Estate Collection - Gated Home Sites Available!
From the low $500s

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law.

Where the WOWs 
are Endless

Visit TollBrothers.com/TollNH for info today!

Toll Brothers has it all in North Houston!
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Canyon Gate at Legends Ranch | 4/2 | $265,000
29707 N Legends Village Lane
Kevin McCullough 936-900-4706
MLS 63128326 on CBHomes.com

Augusta Pines- The Greens | 3/2 | $325,000
25502 Gold Crest
Marla Gregg 713-569-8113
MLS 38171648 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 4/3 | $699,000 
34 Valera Ridge Drive
Teresa Conrad 281-352-5603
MLS 60623834 on CBHomes.com

Crown Ranch | 4/3 | $774,900
10137 Crown Ranch Boulevard
Nancy Zwerneman 210-722-9659
MLS 57658409 on CBHomes.com

Woodlands Village Sterling Ridge | 5/6 | $1,188,000
22 Pendleton
Zaira Gonzalez 936-697-5684
MLS 1921731 on CBHomes.com

Woodlands Village of Carlton Woods | 4/4 | $5,000,000
43 Grand Regency Circle
Jennifer Fargo 713-501-6941
MLS 53544559 on CBHomes.com

West Fork | 4/3 | $295,000
1616 Café Dumonde
Mary Bowen 281-732-5937
MLS 22236267 on CBHomes.com

Canyon Gate at Legends Ranch | 5/4 | $365,000
30119 Legends Ridge Drive
Sharon Teare 832-326-3544
MLS 37322524 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 3/2 | $466,000
163 Oarwood Place
Rhonda Smith 713-857-3651
MLS 15462325 on CBHomes.com

Woodlands Village Cochrans Crossing | 4/3 | $590,000
110 N Concord Forest Circle
DeAnn Morales 281-352-2975
MLS 85595520 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Carlton Woods | 5/6 | $2,650,000
210 S Fazio Way
Chris Domangue 281-924-4240
MLS 39852857 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Sterling Ridge | 3/3 | $665,000
6 Serenade Pines Place
Lisa Gregory 713-252-3188
MLS 76691166 on CBHomes.com
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Sharon Teare 832-326-3544 | Jennifer Leever 832-212-4111

Lisa Gregory 713-252-3188 | Lynne Lansford 832-877-1007

Woodlands Village Alden Bridge | 4/2 | $399,500
7 S Linton Ridge Circle
Rhonda Smith 713-857-3651
MLS 88394169 on CBHomes.com

Woodlands Lake Woodlands East Shore | 4/5 | $1,650,000
3006 Majesty Row
Yvonne Duell 832-654-3211
MLS 35162658 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 4/4 | $779,900
66 Shallowford Place
Susan Beirne 936-788-3043
MLS 52694453 on CBHomes.com

Kleimann Estates | 4/4 | $730,000
13844 Midway Drive
Yolanda Ingram 832-928-3631
MLS 76825894 on CBHomes.com

Grand Harbor | 5/3 | $689,900
11416 Grand Pine Drive
Cyndie Bowman 936-524-1759
MLS 28929460 on CBHomes.com

Woodlands Village Sterling Ridge | 5/5 | $1,825,000
3 Player Ridge Court
Sue Swanstrom 281-435-7754
MLS 53965394 on CBHomes.com

Bentwater | 4/3 | $400,000
69 Naples Lane
Rhonda Clark 832-229-3962
MLS 92170153 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 4/3 | $420,000
47 Canoe Bend Drive
DeAnn Morales 281-352-2975
MLS 36792349 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 5/4 | $679,000
7 Solebrook Path
Ramona Lindsey 281-222-6451
MLS 99446747 on CBHomes.com

The Woodlands Creekside Park | 4/4 | $649,900
10 Mosaic Point Place
Debbie Almaguer 281-352-1042
MLS 81545448 on CBHomes.com

Imperial Oaks Forest | 4/3 | $315,000
31326 Summit Grove Ln
Chris Domangue 281-924-4240
MLS 75582598 on CBHomes.com

Village/Auburn Lakes | 4/3 | $322,000
6514 Quiet Pointe Drive
Linda Eaves 281-686-8145
MLS 22275674 on CBHomes.com
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What are some examples of easy 
weekend landscaping projects to 
boost a home’s curb appeal?

Sometimes, it’s best to remove a shrub 
or tree from in front of your home if it 
has grown too large for the space. We 
get so used to seeing it that we fail to 
see how large it has grown. Stand back 
and take a critical look at the front 
yard and pretend this is a house you’ve 
never seen before. If trimming it back 
isn’t feasible, just remove it and replace 
it with one  the right size. It can really 
enhance your home’s curb appeal. 

In terms of outdoor lighting, what 
are the best places to highlight or 
focus on for both curb appeal and 
safety? 

For safety, always lighting the entry as 
well as the walk-up to the entry. Spend 

a little extra on the lighting fixtures 
closest to the entry door if you want to 
impress guests. Spotlights illuminating 
the front of the home placed at the base 
of the front landscaping or the base of 
trees in the front yard can also dress up 
the yard’s nighttime appearance.

What are some innovative fixtures 
that could be used for exterior 
lighting?

Solar lighting has been popular for 
quite a while and is very easy to install. 
The lights need to be replaced every few 
years when the solar cells start to dete-
riorate, but it can really dress up a walk-
way or a garden space for little expense. 
For a more permanent solution, hire an 
electrician to install LED walkway light-
ing. LED lights use much less electricity 
than conventional lighting. 

Local Realtors answer questions about trends and offer tips to 
homebuyers and sellers considering buying or selling a home 
in or around The Woodlands.

ASK A REALTORREAL ESTATE

Mike Kruse
RE/MAX The Woodlands & Spring

COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP OUTDOOR LIGHTING TECHNIQUES

SOURCE: HOUSELOGIC/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

There are a variety of techniques that can be used to boost a home’s curb appeal 
by using outdoor lighting. Here are a few suggestions. 

1. Highlight a home’s trees. 

Trees can be highlighted from below or 

given notice by a light mounted in the tree.

2. Use uplights to highlight 
architectural and landscaping 
features.

Uplighting can be more dramatic than the 

expected downward light.

3. Focus on the entryway. 

The entryway is the main point of the house 

and should draw attention.

4. Add lighting to plantings along a 
pathway. 

By adding lights to plantings, this can break 
up the look of too many lights alongside a 
sidewalk.

5. Vary the fixtures around the yard 
or patio.

Try to use a wide range of lights for variety.

6. Stick to warm light to showcase 
the house.

Avoid a variety of colors to highlight details.
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After you learn about the 
AMAZING LIFESTYLE 

that Ella Springs Senior Living offers, 
you will want to make Ella Springs

caution

now touring!

Tours available anytime. 
Call TODAY to schedule your visit. 

281-560-4311
16700 Ella Blvd, Houston, TX 77090

 your new home.
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UPDATESREAL ESTATE New home communities COMPILED BY ABIGAIL LOOP

South Montgomery County is home to several new residential real estate developments. These communities are new neighborhoods under construction 
with homes either for sale or soon to be available for purchase.

School, Knox Junior High School, College 
Park High School)

8  Stillwater
936-273-9905
www.stillwatertx.com

Builders: Darling Homes, Gracepoint 
Homes, Jeff Paul, TD Cox, Tommy Bailey
Square footage: 2,221-5,350 
Home price: $370,000-$1 million+
Amenities:  walking trails, shopping and 
dining options
School districts: Conroe ISD (Powell 
Elementary School, Mitchell Intermediate 
School,  McCullough Junior High School, 
The Woodlands High School)

9  Harper’s Preserve
www.harperspreserve.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, Chesmar Homes, 
Drees Custom Homes, Highland Homes, 
Gehan Homes, J. Patrick Homes, Plantation 
Homes
Square footage: 2,221-5,350
Home price: $260,000-$800,000
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
lake and park areas
School districts: Conroe ISD (Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, Dolly Vogel 
Intermediate School, Irons Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School)

10  Wright’s Landing
281-681-0400
www.gracepointhomes.com/spring-texas-
wrights-landing

Builders: Gracepoint Homes, Horizon 
Homes, HistoryMaker Homes, Signorelli 
Homes
Square footage: 2,055-2,933
Home price: $240,000-$314,426
Amenities: Old Town Spring, splash pad, 
open play area, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Birnham 
Woods Elementary School, Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School)

11  The Estates at Blair’s Way
281-516- 0899
www.tollbrothers.com

Builder: Toll Brothers
Square footage: 3,900-5,700
Home price: $860,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve, lakes, YMCA, shopping centers, 
schools
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekside 
Elementary School, Tomball Intermediate 
School, Tomball Junior High School, Tomball 
High School)

12  Boulevard Green at Vision Park
www.pelicanbuilders.com

Builder: Pelican Builders
Square footage: 2,243-3,100
Home price: $449,000-$595,000

Square footage: 4,300 sq. ft.+
Home price: $900,000+
Amenities: shopping centers, schools, 
nature trails
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary School, Wilkerson Intermediate 
School, Knox Junior High School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

6  Bender’s Landing Estates
www.benderslandingestates.com 

Builders: Gallery Custom Homes, Lewis 
Custom Homes, Partners in Building
Square footage:  2,967-6,338
Home price: $500,000-$1.5 million
Amenities: parks, walking trails, 
playground
School districts: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Oak Ridge 
High School)

7  Lily
281-681-0400
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 2,300-3,000
Home price: $400,000-$500,000
Amenities: parks, shopping centers, gated 
community
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary School, Wilkerson Intermediate 

1  Falls at Imperial Oaks
832-813-7170
www.fallsatimperialoaks.com

Builders: David Weekley Homes, Lennar, 
Partners in Building, Ryland Homes, Village 
Builders
Square footage:1,800-4,500
Home price: $180,000-$700,000
Amenities: hiking trails, swimming pools, 
parks, nature trails, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Birnham 
Woods Elementary School, Cox 
Intermediate School, York Junior High 
School, Oak Ridge High School) 

2  Harmony 
936-447-2805
www.harmony-houston.com

Builders: Ashton Woods, CastleRock 
Communities, Darling Homes, Highland 
Homes, Perry Homes, Shea Homes, Taylor 
Morrison, Village Builders, Westin Homes 
Square footage: 1,900-4,150
Home price: $220,000-$600,000+
Amenities: Spring Creek Greenway, parks 
and playgrounds, hiking trails, Barefoot 
Park, The Thicket Recreation Center
School districts: Conroe ISD (Broadway 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School and Grand 
Oaks High School)

3  Lakeside Cove
832-764-0006
www.gracepointhomes.com

Builder: Gracepoint Homes
Square footage: 3,000+
Home price: $670,000-$1 million+
Amenities: parks, walking trails, golf 
course
School districts: Conroe ISD (Hailey 
Elementary School, Knox Junior High 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, The 
Woodlands College Park High School)

4  Woodson’s Reserve
281-353-2979
www.woodsonsreserve.com

Builders: Meritage Homes, Perry Homes, 
Taylor Morrison, Toll Brothers
Square footage: 2,500-6,000
Home price: $350,000-$1 million
Amenities: playgrounds, trail systems, 
community pond, dog park
School districts: Conroe ISD (Snyder 
Elementary School, Cox Intermediate 
School, York Junior High School, Grand 
Oaks High School) 

5  Honeycomb Ridge-The Woodlands
713-632-2957
www.honeycombridge.com

Builder: First Stone Homes

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Amenities: parks, swimming pool
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary School, Knox Junior High 
School, College Park High School)

13  Grogan’s Crest
281-978-2894
www.groganscrest.com

Builders: Connor Davis Homes
Square footage: 2,000-3,200
Home price: $350,000-$470,000
Amenities: swimming pool, nature trails, 
shopping centers
School districts: Conroe ISD (Lamar 
Elementary High School, Wilkerson 
Intermediate High School, Knox Junior High 
School, The Woodlands College Park High 
School)

14  Canopy Green
832-869-4020
www.sheahomes.com/community/
canopygreen

Builder: Shea Homes
Square footage: 2,729-3,705
Home price: $489,990-$709,553
Amenities: nature trails, shopping centers, 
parks
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Timber Creek 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

15  Pondera Point
713-452-1360 

Builders: Toll Brothers, Darling Homes

Square footage: 4,000-5,500
Home price: $800,000+
Amenities: aquatic center, lazy river, parks, 
lakes and ponds, picnic area, schools
School districts: Tomball ISD (Creekview 
Elementary School, Tomball Junior High 
School, Tomball High School)

16  Augusta Creek Ridge
281-393-7070
www.mihomes.com

Builder: M/I Homes
Square footage: 3,123-3,335
Home price: $358,990-$380,000
Amenities: golf course, community park, 
clubhouse
School districts: Klein ISD (French 
Elementary School, Hildebrandt 
Intermediate School and Klein Oak High 
School)

17  Preserve at Northampton
281-257-4450 
www.calatlantichomes.com

Builder: CalAtlantic Homes
Square footage: 1,740-4,228
Home price: $200,000-$400,000
Amenities: swimming pool, playgrounds, 
walking trails, shopping centers
School districts: Klein ISD (Northampton 
Elementary School, Krimmel Intermediate 
School, Klein Oak High School)

THE RESERVE AT  
GROGAN’S MILL

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill is a gated 
community located in Shenandoah. The 
neighborhood offers a dog park, is within 
5 miles of a golf course and in proximity to 
health care amenities, parks and shopping 
centers. 

Home designs offer a variety of architectural 
styles that include exterior specialties, 
such as custom stone, American-made clay 
brick, mahogany front doors, and a custom 
plant and tree program. Interior specialties 
include tiled entry kitchen, a utility room 
and bathrooms, wood cabinets with crown 
moldings, granite countertops and a 
stainless steel sink.

Builder: David Weekley Homes

Home values: $560,000-$700,000

Square footage: 2,897-3,254

Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, 
Knox Junior High School, The Woodlands 
College Park High School)

Anticipated completion: TBA

The Reserve at Grogan’s Mill

281-249-7752

www.davidweekleyhomes.com

N

VISION PARK BLVD.GROGANS MILL RD

Fall in Love with Your New Shea Home

The Woodlands 
from the $490s
832-869-4020

Laurel Glen 
from the $290s
832-869-4029

Harmony
from the $270s
832-869-4035

sheahomes.com

This is not an offer of real estate for sale, or a solicitation of 
an offer to buy, to residents of any state or province in which 

Pricing does not include options, elevation, or lot premiums, 
effective date of publication and subject to change without 
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Price 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

-

3 Bedrooms/2 Bath 5,676 sq. ft. $324,900
Kathryn Nelson    281-923-9394
Heritage Texas Properties-The Woodlands

3 Bedrooms/2 Bath 2,333 sq. ft. $260,000
Diane Earle  281-364-1588
Keller Williams Realty The Woodlands

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

College Park Village opened in the late 1990s 
and is home to Lone Star College-Montgomery, 
College Park High School and two major 
neighborhoods: Windsor Hills and Harper’s 
Landing. More than 2,500 residents reside in the 
village, which is in proximity to I-45 and FM 1488. 

Square footage: 1,596-3,027 

Home values: $179,000-$319,000

Amenities: shopping centers, walking trails, 
parks

Schools: Conroe ISD (Lamar Elementary 
School, Wilkerson Intermediate School, Knox 
Junior High School, College Park High School)

Property taxes (in dollars):

The Woodlands Township  0.23 
Lone Star College System  0.11 
Montgomery County Hospital District  0.07
Conroe ISD  1.28 
Montgomery County MUD 39  0.40 
Montgomery County  0.48
Total (per $100 valuation) 2.57

$295,000

COLLEGE PARK, 77384 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$128.27$7,156 72

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of  02/22/17

4 2

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

4 Bedroom/2.5 Bath 2,842 sq. ft. $265,000
Patricia Grijalva  281-415-5294        
Keller Williams Realty Conroe/Lake Conroe

4 Bedrooms/3 Bath 2,700 sq. ft. $269,900
Joshua Eimerbrink  713-703-5601 
Apogee Properties

119 Wimberly Way

91 Robindale Circle

2 Snow Woods Court 

14 Charter Club

REAL ESTATE

77385

77386

77384

77381

77380
77389

77382

Neighborhood data provided by Haley Garcia
Heritage Texas Properties • www.heritagetexas.com

ON THE MARKET  (FEBRUARY 2017)

Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77380 77381 77382 77384 77385 77386 77389

$149,999 or less 5/73 - - - 9/43 3/99 2/19

$150,000-$199,999 18/68 4/81 - 1/132 15/34 34/41 8/103

$200,000-$299,999 27/57 31/54 27/59 37/71 59/65 123/64 69/74

$300,000-$399,999 9/59 27/76 37/67 47/87 45/155 89/81 62/82

$400,000-$499,999 12/42 31/61 31/101 28/79 6/248 46/95 43/72

$500,000-$599,999 9/93 23/73 17/77 17/96 5/85 17/97 33/88

$600,000-$799,999 19/95 16/47 35/107 16/124 - 20/142 29/124

$800,000-$999,999 18/94 13/73 18/61 6/159 - 14/174 22/110

$1 million + 36/149 12/179 40/159 3/132 - 10/71 47/166

MARKET DATA

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN FEBRUARY  2016 VS.  2017

6.1%

11.8% -9.3%
-9%

-2.8%

36.6% -17%

N

45

1488

CARLTON WOODS
6 Lace Pt. | $2,795,000

OAK ESTATES AT JACOBS RESERVE 
50 Oak Estates Dr. | $749,990

HALEY GARCIA | Broker Associate | 281.701.6174 | haley@haleygarcia.com 
heritagetexas.com

BENDERS LANDING
3618 W Benders Landing | $799,000
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RETREAT AT THE  
WOODLANDS APARTMENTS

COLLEGE PARK  
SHOPPING CENTER

LOCAL AMENITIES NEARBY DEVELOPMENT

FEATURED APARTMENT COMPLEX

W.G. Jones State Forest is a 1,722-acre 
forest acquired in 1926 by the Texas A&M 
Forest Service. Today, W.G. Jones State 
Forest plays host to a large population of 
the red-cockaded woodpecker, a federally 
listed endangered species. Annually, nearly 
100,000 visitors enjoy the state forest.

Number of apartments: 240

Square footage: 671-1,374

Unit features*: 
• One-, two- and three-bedroom apartments
• 42-inch custom wood kitchen cabinetry 
• Granite countertops
• 9-foot high ceilings 
• Decorative crown molding
• Built-in computer desk
• Garden tubs
• Large walk-in closets

Office hours: Mon. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Tue. 9 a.m.-

7 p.m., Wed. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Thu. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., 

Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Listed one-bedroom starting price 
range**: 
580 sq. ft.: $932-$2,425
728 sq. ft.: $1,017-$3,024
792 sq. ft.: $1,069-$3,161

Listed two-bedroom starting price range: 
1,040 sq. ft.: TBA 
1,147 sq. ft.: $1,261-$2,800

Listed three-bedroom starting price range:
1,436 sq. ft.: $1,618-$6,705

*All features vary by unit

**Call for most up-to-date prices

Retreat at the Woodlands Apartments

4400 Research Forest Drive, The 
Woodlands

936-442-4400

www.retreatatthewoodlands.com

N

RESARCH FORST DR.

GOSLING RD.

College Park Shopping Center features 
some of the following businesses off 
College Park Drive in The Woodlands: 
• At Home
• Burger King
• Domino’s Pizza 
• Firestone Complete Auto Care
• Lowe’s
• Kohl’s 
• MW Cleaners
• Starbucks

Harper’s Landing Park is located on 
Blair Bridge Drive and offers a dog park, 
basketball courts, soccer fields, tennis 
courts, a swimming pool, and play 
equipment for both older and younger 
children.

Come see the latest styles and innovations in new-home 
design offered in the picturesque community of Magnolia 
Reserve. Nestled in the rolling hills of Montgomery 
County, Magnolia Reserve features elegance, tranquility 
and an extraordinary collection of new homes that will 
redefine the way you live. At Terrata Homes, we believe 
upgrades are essential so we include them as a standard 
in in every home we build. Here you will find luxurious 
interior features creating beautiful, 
timeless spaces that you 
will love for years to come.

Join us this weekend

to discover the home

that is right for you.

Gourmet Kitchens

Stainless Steel Appliances

Spacious Master Retreats

Outdoor Kitchens

Expansive, Covered Patios

Spacious Half Acre Homesites

All Homes Include:

(888) 864-1370 ext. 1171

terratahomes.com

Luxury Living in Magnolia From the Mid $300s

Your Lifestyle, Upgraded
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As a small business owner, fi nding quality, cost-effective healthcare for your employees can 
be a challenge. We partner with the largest insurance carriers in the nation to bring you an 
accountable, coordinated health plan with access to Kelsey-Seybold’s high-quality network 
of physicians and hospitals. Your Kelsey-Seybold doctors work together to manage all 
aspects of patient care.

For Businesses with 2-50 
Employees … 
GET A QUOTE TODAY for a Health Benefi ts 
Plan with Kelsey-Seybold Quality.

As a small business owner, fi nding quality, cost-effective healthcare for your employees can 
be a challenge. We partner with the largest insurance carriers in the nation to bring you an 
accountable, coordinated health plan with access to Kelsey-Seybold’s high-quality network 
of physicians and hospitals. Your Kelsey-Seybold doctors work together to manage all 
aspects of patient care.

For Businesses with 2-50 
Employees …
GET A QUOTE TODAY for a Health Benefi ts 
Plan with Kelsey-Seybold Quality.

GET A QUOTE TODAY! Call 713-442-3456 or online at 
KelseyCare.com/GetAQuote.

Impact Half page-Jan 2017_Conroe.indd   1 12/9/16   9:44 AM

The AmaZing Rate® Visa® Credit Card* from 
your local Amegy Bank has one of the lowest 
rates around. Best of all, the AmaZing card comes with a 
local banker from a community bank that puts relationships first. The 
sooner you apply, the sooner you could start saving. Transfer other 
card balances and enjoy a 0.00% intro APR for the first 12 months, 
9.25% variable APR thereafter.1 Plus, get an intro 0.00% APR on 
purchases for six months, 9.25% variable APR thereafter.2

Get the card with twice the global acceptance of American Express 
from the local bank that puts relationships first. Apply for the 
AmaZing Rate Visa Credit Card from Amegy Bank. Visit  
amegybank.com/amazingrate to learn more.

*Credit cards subject to credit approval. Certain terms, conditions and restrictions  apply. See Amegy Bank Consumer  
Credit Card Agreement and Disclosures for more details. All offers subject to change at any time. The APR’s mentioned 
are accurate as of 12/19/2016 and actual APR may vary with the market based on the Prime Rate as published in The 
Wall Street Journal.

1. 0.00% introductory APR balance transfer  for the first 12 months from the date the transfer posts to the account, 
9.25% variable APR after that. For new accounts, balance transfer requests must be received within 60 days of account 
opening. A 3% balance transfer fee for each transfer ($10 minimum) will apply. Transfers made during the introductory 
period will not be charged any interest. Minimum balance payments may still be required each month. This offer is only 
available to new consumer credit card accounts and is not available with all card types.

2. 0.00% introductory APR for the first six months from account opening; after that, the variable APR will be 9.25%. 
Introductory APR does not apply to cash advances. Minimum balance payments may still be required each month if 
applicable.

Amegy Bank, a division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC 
©2017 ZB, N.A.

At this rate, you  
can’t resist getting 
to know Amegy Bank

30400_CommunityPapersCreditCard_Rate_4.5085x5.5416_v3a.indd   1 1/30/17   3:00 PM

I M A G I N E
a place where neighbors help  neighbors

60 years ago United Way 
made a commitment to 
the Montgomery County 
community.

Six decades later, that 
commitment is stronger than 
ever. As our community 
has grown, so have we. We 
are now part of one strong 
regional United Way. And 
together as one organization, we 
are a bigger and more powerful 
force for change. 

We are still here. 
We still stand for the same things. 
We still need your help.

Please give today .

MCUW.org
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The amount of occupied retail space in The Woodlands area has been on the rise since the 
beginning of 2017. There are still new retail spaces under construction in The Woodlands 
as well, including two new buildings.

This chart shows the rental rate amounts per year for retail space in The Woodlands. This chart displays the amount of retail square footage leased per year in The Woodlands.

This chart shows the percentage of vacant retail space in The Woodlands in the last five years.

*This information is based on the 2016  fourth quarter data.
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$20/sf

$18/sf
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$16/sf

$12/sf

300,000

250 ,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

0

15,816,959
square feet of total retail space

$20.73/SF
average gross rental rate

485,284
square feet of unoccupied space

892
number of buildings 

in inventory

96.9%
occupancy rate

128,653
square feet leased in 

2016 YTD

101,634

2

square feet

buildings

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Market Data provided by 
Caldwell Companies  • 7904 N. Sam Houston Parkway, fourth floor 

Houston, TX 77064 | College Station | Houston | The Woodlands

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE The Woodlands Retail Space COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

BY THE NUMBERS*

SQUARE FEET LEASED

VACANCY RATE

RENTAL RATE

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. *nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings
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$20.38/SF Q1

43,435/SF Q1

2.8% Q1

Organic cOmpOst, 
mulch and sOils

safe for children and pets

spring hours mo-sat 8-5  
101 sherbrook circle

conroe, tX 77385
naturesWayresources.com

Plant Your Vegetables, Fruits & Herbs

Imagine the places you could go!  
Find useful information about the shops, 
restaurants and other local businesses 
that make your corner of town unique.

EXPLORE 
YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD
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4810 W. PANTHER CREEK DRIVE, SUITE 103
THE WOODLANDS, TX 77381

832-246-8437
www.AnchorWellnessCenter.com

Dr. Minni Malhotra is a Certifi ed Functional Medicine Practitioner. She 
is Board Certifi ed in Family Medicine, Board Certifi ed in Anti-Aging and 
Regenerative Medicine and has over 20 years experience in traditional 
medicine. Anchor Wellness Center offers a natural and holistic approach 
to treating the underlying causes of chronic conditions, helping you 
achieve optimal health and guiding you to live your life to the fullest.

Dr. Minni Malhotra
is Board Certifi ed in Family Medicine, Board Certifi ed in Anti-Aging and 
Regenerative Medicine and has over 20 years experience in traditional 
medicine. Anchor Wellness Center offers a natural and holistic approach 
to treating the underlying causes of chronic conditions, helping you 
achieve optimal health and guiding you to live your life to the fullest.

Hormonal imbalances 
Infl ammatory imbalances
Oxidative Stress
Structural imbalances
Immune imbalances 

Mitochondrial dysfunction 
Digestive, absorptive, and
Microbiological imbalances 
Toxic chemical exposure 
Toxic emotions
(anger, fear resentment, etc.)

Are any of these chronic conditions affecting your ability to lead a full life?
Are you having trouble sleeping?
Are you tired of taking prescription medicine?
Is stress taking over your life?
Are your hormones out of balance?
Are you watching what you eat but frustrated that you’re not losing weight?
Are you so tired that you miss out on the fun times?

Anchor Wellness Center is the solution
to getting your life back! 

Give yourself the gift of health and vitality.

Join us for an educational talk and learn how we approach and treat chronic 
diseases. Visit our website www.anchornwellnesscenter.com for a list of 
upcoming doc talks or call our clinic at 713-679-1588

Request your 10 minute 
Free phone consultation

DISEASES

UNDERLYING CAUSES

Diabetes Depression

Hormone Imbalance

Heart disease

Fibromylagia

Cancer

Obesity

Thyroid Disorders

Chronic Fatigue

Auto-Immune diseases

CALL NOW

844.321.LAND

Build Your Dream Home on Acreage!
Lot Financing 

Available!
Bring Your Custom Builder

1-3 Acre Homesites!

1-3 Acreage Homesites
Build on Your Lot
Close Proximity

Lake Conroe  

A Signorelli Community

LAST SECTION!
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*nnn denotes triple net, or rates that do not include operating costs for buildings

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE Featured listings of active area properties COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER STAFF

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR LEASE

Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost send property information and a photo to  
wdlnews@communityimpact.com. All listings will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

1,284 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Stream Realty Partners, LP  
Courtland Richardson 713-300-0267

3335 College Park Drive

1

1,503 sq. ft.  Withheld 
The Woodlands Development Company LP  
Rip Reynolds   281-719-6125

1925 Hughes Landing Blvd.

3

1,600 sq. ft., 3,200 sq. ft. $28/sq. ft nnn* 
J. Beard Real Estate Company  
Jeff Beard, CCIM   281-367-2220 X102

3091 College Park Drive

5

1,435 sq. ft.  Withheld 
KM Realty Management LLC  
Steven Stone   713-690-2700 X3

8000 McBeth Way

7

3,140 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Luther Properties LLC  
Scot J. Luther   713-218-0202

19285 David Memorial Drive

2

6,100 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Colliers International  
Kim Lenardson   713-830-2186

7990 Hwy. 242

4

2,479 sq. ft.  Withheld 
Wulfe & Co.  
Katherine Wildman   713-621-1220

1440 Lake Woodlands Drive

6

5,412 sq. ft.  $32/sq. ft nnn* 
Cypressbrook Company  
Denise Ksiazek   281-364-1777

1490 Research Forest Drive

8

FLINTRIDGE DR.
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1400 Woodloch Forest Drive
Suite 140
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281.664.6644

LOOKING FOR LAND?
Caldwellcos.com HAS IT ALL.

With over 250 listings and unparalleled experience 
and expertise, count on Caldwell to meet and exceed 
all your commercial real estate needs.

OFFICE    n   INDUSTRIAL    n   LAND    n   RETAIL

November Community Impact Woodlands_MECH.indd   1 10/28/16   6:15 PM



FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS
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All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not 
to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra at Woodforest Community’s 
current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features or amenities 
are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior 
registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Woodforest is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one resident 
at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor 
Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © March 2017, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

LiveBonterra .com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

CLUBHOUSE NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

Combining the tranquility of a private enclave with  

access to Woodforest amenities, life in Bonterra abounds with  

lush landscapes, exceptional amenities and activities for those  

55 and better. Satisfy your passion for spirited living in Bonterra.

I AM > 59> 59
I am  

creative.
> 59> 59

I am

BONWF-148 March 2017 Community Impact_MECH.indd   1 2/21/17   10:31 AM

Shop LOCAL.Shop LOCAL.
Save LOCAL.Save LOCAL.

FIND COUPONS & 
SPECIAL OFFERS AT

2501 Research Forest Dr. Ste. A 
The Woodlands, TX 77381

It PAYS to bank with Benchmark

A true Texas
community bank

When you open a new consumer account with Benchmark Bank you are 
eligible to receive up to a maxium of  $500 one time gift card

$500 VISA gift card with 
eligible new account

*please visit branch for details

OR CALL 832.381.1030 

Incentive will be payable in a Visa® Gift Card. Visit or call Benchmark Bank 
for complete details.

BENCHMARK  
BANK



Alden Bridge
(936) 224-5937

3759 FM 1488

Grogan’s Mill
(281) 719-0591

2260 BUCKTHORNE PL

Sterling Ridge
(832) 922-7040
30420 FM 2978

FREE WEEK
TRIAL WORKOUT

9ROUND FITNESS

HIGH-ENERGY FITNESS FOR EVERY BODY TYPE

[ [

*In-Store or Online| www.9RoundWoodlands.com

+
Re g i s te r  t o  WIN!*

 A fast, fun 30-minute workout

 Free expert nutrition advice

 No class times, so you're 
always on time

 Free trainers to motivate you

DEALS THIS MONTH

FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS

FITNESS
TWC Tae Kwon Do...................................... 77

DINING
Akashi Fusion Asian & Sushi Bar ................. 74

Another Broken Egg Cafe........................... 76

Creative Grounds Coffee Lounge ............... 74

Crisp Wine Beer Eatery .............................. 77

 Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse....................... 74

Kolache Factory ......................................... 77

Salata  ....................................................... 76

HOME & GARDEN
Pro Steem .................................................. 75

Mr. Rooter of Montgomery County ............ 75

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Cruz Air & Electric ...................................... 75

The Repair Mob ......................................... 76

RETAIL
Escovedo Consulting ................................. 79

The Oilerie - Olive Oil Bar Store .................. 74

TRANSPORTATION
Gullo Ford ................................................. 78
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25115 Gosling Rd, Spring, Texas 77389
Located in Harvest Market Shopping Center off Gosling

(832) 953-2612 • CreativeGroundsCoffee.com

FREE COFFEE
Enjoy a FREE 

12 oz. cup on us!
Juice 6-packs

mix and match!

10% OF F

Exp. 4/30/17. CI-TW-0317 Exp. 4/30/17. CI-TW-0317

Olive Oil Bar® Store
The Woodlands

Changing the way  
America buys olive oil

“This man makes all of our  
olive oil just for us in a small town in Italy.  

We bottle it just for you right here in America.  
Very cool.”

936-321-3737  •  oilerie.com
2400 FM 1488, Suite 500, The Woodlands, TX 77384
HOURS:  Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm  •  Sun. 12pm-5pm

Enjoy a tasting experience like no other. Sample authentic Italian olive  

oils and aged balsamic vinegars before you buy them. Our oils and  

vinegars are hand-crafted by fourth generation oil producers from a  

small town in Italy and we bottle them in our store for you.  

Visit The Oilerie to learn about the magical world of olive oil.

First Cold Press

First Cold Press

COMING SOON!

FREE
3 bottle bag 
with $50 purchase

EXPIRES 4/14/17

VISIT 
OILERIE.COM

AND CHECK OUT OUR 
FABULOUS RECIPES!

2927 Riley Fuzzle, Ste. 800
The Woodlands 
28 1 .528 .6688

Hours: 
Fri-Sat: 11am - 10: 30pm
Sun-Thur: 11am - 10pm

$5Off Bring coupon in to redeem. Valid 
only at Woodlands location. 
Excludes alcohol. Expires 4/14/17

of $30 or more

www.akashihouston.com

FULL BAR · GREAT WINE SELECTION 
CATERING AVAILABLE · DINE IN · TAKE OUT
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THERE’S A REASON THEY CALL US MR!

BEST WARRANTY IN THE BUSINESS • VOTED BEST PLUMBER TWO YEARS IN A ROW!

936.539.4000
www.Mr.RooterMontgomeryCounty.com

ON BRADFORD-WHITE TANK WATER HEATER WITH PURCHASE AND INSTALL.  NOT VAL-
ID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.  COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE 

AND INSTALL.  EXPIRES  5/31/17

TEN YEAR WARRANTY

THROUGH A CODE APPROVED OPENING.  FREE DRAIN CAMERA INSPECTION WITH 
SEWER CABLE DRAIN SERVICE.  AFTER DRAIN SERVICE, ONE “NO CHARGE” DRAIN 
CABLING SERVICE IF DRAIN STOPS UP (ASK FOR DETAILS). RESIDENTIAL ONLY. NOT 

VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.  COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE.  
EXPIRES 5/31/17

$149 Drain Cleaning
What clogs your 

drain is your 
business...

Unclogging it 
is ours!

What clogs your 
drain is your 
business...

Unclogging it 
is ours!

Unclogging it Unclogging it 

business...business...

Unclogging it Unclogging it 
Free your plumbing

TANK WATER HEATER

Free

SERVING YOU SINCE 1982
Locally Owned and Operated

AIR & HEAT

ELECTRICAL

GENERATORS
WWW.CRUZAE.COM 

FOR A/C, HEAT AND ELECTRIC 281-446-4272 • FOR GENERATORS 281-446-1597

                2017 
TCS FINANCING*

0% APR FOR
72 MONTHS**
 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS GREAT

FINANCING OFFER FROM THE BEST
OF THE BEST IN THE INDUSTRY. 

*With approved credit. Call for details.

THE QUALITY YOU 
EXPECT AT THE PRICE 

YOU DESERVE
A+ rating

                2017                 2017                 2017 

In plant
facility! 

www. GreatAmericanRugCleaningCompany.com

20% OFF
RUG CLEANING
Customer drop-off
in-store
Cash and check only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers.

A PROSTEEM Company

FREE ESTIMATES!
281.255.0024

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR • PROTECTIVE COATING • CUSTOM-FIT RUG PAD  
MOTH GUARD • PET ODOR REMOVAL • APPRAISAL 

www. GreatAmericanStoneCare.com

A PROSTEEM Company

WANT TO CHANGE THE 
COLOR OF YOUR GROUT?

AFTER WITH COLOR SEAL OPTION

FREE ESTIMATES!
281.547.0220

TILE CLEANING • MARBLE POLISHING • NATURAL STONE CLEANING 
TRAVERTINE • GRANITE • GROUT CLEANING • GROUT COLOR SEAL 

Present this card for 

20% OFF
TILE CLEANING 
Ceramic or porcelain tile only, with 
your purchase of $199 or more.

BEFORE
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4/30/2017.

The Next Generation Salad Bar

Fresh Salads 
& Salad Wraps

Over 50 
Toppings

House-Made 
Dressings

Signature
Soups

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
after 4 pm!*

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined 
w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid 
at Salata Market Street. Expires 5/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

$2 OFF 
your salad or salad wrap!*

*Not valid for online orders. May not be combined 
w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. Valid 
at Salata Market Street. Expires 5/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380 
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

FREE DELIVERY 
on your catering order!*

*Not valid for online orders. $100 minimum. May not be 
combined w/other offers. Other restrictions may apply. 
Valid at Salata Market Street. Expires 5/1/17. Code: CI

9595 Six Pines Dr. #1010 The Woodlands, TX 77380
Mon – Sat 11 am – 9 pm Sun 11 am – 7 pm ¬ (281) 465-0775

Salata College Park Coming Soon!  3091 College Park Dr. #290 ¬ The Woodlands, TX 77384 ¬ Email collegepark@salata.com for more info!

 

Broken Phones, Tablets, and Computers? 

Mon-Sat 10am-8pm                          www.repairmob.com 

261 Sawdust RD Suite A 
Spring, TX 77380 

281.651.4924 

Watch Ba�ery 

Replacement 

$4.99ea* 
* most makes and models 

Key Fob Ba�ery 

Replacement 

$4.99ea* 
 

iPhone 
Screen Replacement 

Prices 

iPhone5/5S/5C   $59.99 

iPhone 6               $79.99 

iPhone 6 Plus      $94.99 

iPhone 6S          $134.99 

Through 02/10/2017 

16064 Bridlewood 
(FM1488 & Bridlewood) 

Conroe, TX 77384 
936.271.0277 

We fix all makes and models, give us a call or send 
an email for pricing ! 

 

* most makes and models 

1. Under The Repair Mob - 
change - Broken Phones, 
.... to ""

2. Change prices

3. Change expiration of 
coupon to 5/10/17

4. Change Hours

M-F 10a-8p • Sat - 10a-6p

Smartphone, Tablet, and Computer Repair

5/5c/5s

iPhone 6

iPhone 6 Plus

iPhone 6s
Expires: 5/10/17

 $44.99

$64.99

$79.99

$99.99
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2520 Research Forest Drive  
The Woodlands, TX 77381

(at Research Forest Dr. between Grogans Mill & Gosling)

832.562.2520
www.crispwoodlands.com

BUY ONE PIZZA
GET SECOND 50% OFF
Limit one per person. Of equal or lesser value. Not valid with 
other offers. Coupons cannot be combined. Expires 4/14/17.

$1000 off
$30 or more with coupon.

Limit one per person. Not valid with other offers. Coupons 
cannot be combined. Expires 4/14/17.

2520 Research Forest Drive  

Guests can make reservations on line or by e-mailing Jackie@crispwoodlands.com.

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 6 A.M. – 2 P.M. Sun. 7 A.M. – 2 P.M.
Ask about our catering services • Order your party trays today

Order online at 
KolacheFactoryToGo.com

Buy 3 KOLACHES, Get 3  
- OR - 

Buy 6 KOLACHES, Get 6 

FREE 
Exclusions: Croissants / Polishes / Specialty Items / combined, copy & online orders.  

Expires 4/15/17. WDL-92

One coupon per customer. May not be duplicated or copied.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid only at Research Forest Drive. 

Not valid for online ordering. Offer expires 4/15/17. WDL-92

FREE  
Espresso Drink 

With any purchase.

Now Open at  

Resea
rch Forest

!

Buy 3 KOLACHES, Get 3  
- OR - 

Buy 6 KOLACHES, Get 6 

FREE 
Exclusions: Croissants / Polishes / Specialty Items / combined, copy & online orders.  

Expires 4/15/17. WDL-92

1500 Research Forest @ Six Pines
Between Lenny's-sub & Ploy Thai Cuisine 

281-419-5537

Looking for a  
Meatless Alternative? 

Try Our Eggs Florentine.

$49
Grand Opening Special 

4-Weeks of Classes 
plus FREE Uniform

PERSEVERANCE RESPECT

CALL 
TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE!

WE DO AWESOME 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES!

Sam Moon Center
17937 I-45 South
Shenandoah, TX 77385

(936) 273-0201

OFFERING 
• Traditional Tae Kwon 

Do Classes for Children, 

Adults and Families

• Sport Poomsae Training

• Olympic Style Sparring 

with 2014 Coach of the 

Year, Young In Bang

Tae Kwon Do

CLASSES FOR

CHILDREN

ADULTS

FAMILIES

World Class Tae Kwon Do is now OPEN in The Woodlands! 
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2017 EXPLORER 
SALE 
PRICE

2017 ESCAPE 4dr S 
SALE 
PRICE

2017 MUSTANG COUPE
Save                off  MSRP

2017 FUSION S
SALE 
PRICE

0% FOR 72 MONTHS AVAILABLE

OFFER ENDS 03/31/17. IN STOCK VEHICLES ONLY, SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. ART IS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. AFTERMARKET ITEMS OR DEALER INSTALLED ITEMS MAY AFFECT FINAL 
NEGOTIATED PRICE . NOTES: ALL OFFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT.. 0% FINANCING IN LIEU OF ALL FORD REBATES THRU FORD CREDIT. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY. SEE DEALER FOR COM-
PLETE DETAILS. IN STOCK VEHICLES ONLY IN THE GULLO ZONE OF SAVINGS.  SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. $13.89 PER THOUSAND FINANCED FOR 72 MONTHS FINANCING AT 0%. CUSTOMERS WHO 
CURRENTLY OWN A 1995 OR NEWER OR LEASE A FORD/MERCURY MOTOR COMPANY CAR, SUV OR LIGHT DUTY TRUCK ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE OWNER LOYALTY INCENTIVE. CUSTOMERS WHO 
CURRENTLY OWN A 1995 OR NEWER LINCOLN MOTOR COMPANY CAR, SUV OR LIGHT DUTY TRUCK ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THE OWNER LOYALTY INCENTIVE. CUSTOMER MUST HAVE OWNED 

THE ELIGIBLE VEHICLE FOR A MINIMUM OF 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE SALE DATE OF THE NEW VIN. CUSTOMER DOES NOT HAVE TO BE THE ORIGINAL OWNER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE INCENTIVE. 
CUSTOMER DOES NOT HAVE TO TRADE IN THEIR ELIGIBLE VEHICLE. - THE OWNER LOYALTY PROGRAM IS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH OTHER OWNER LOYALTY, RCL RENEWAL OR COMPETITIVE 

CONQUEST PROGRAMS. THE OWNER LOYALTY PROGRAM IS COMPATIBLE WITH SPECIAL APR FINANCING AND EARLY BIRD PROGRAMS. THIS OFFER CAN BE “TRANSFERABLE WITHIN HOUSE-
HOLD (SAME ADDRESS), FROM BUSINESS TO BUSINESS OWNER AND FROM BUSINESS OWNER TO BUSINESS.”

 $25

EX: STK #H100373 MSRP: $44740 LESS $1000 RETAIL CUSTOMER 
CASH LESS $5840 GULLO DEALER DISCOUNT.

EX: STK# G101435 MSRP: $ 44870, TOTAL 
SAVINGS INCLUDE $2000 XLT LUX CHROME 
PKG DISCOUNT PLUS $2250 RETAIL CUSTOM-

ER CASH PLUS $500 FORD CREDIT RETAIL 
BONUS CASH PLUS $1000 RETAIL BONUS 

CUSTOMER CASH PLUS $300 ECO BOOST 
BONUS CUSTOMER CASH PLUS $1500 BO-
NUS CUSTOMER CASH PLUS $7450 GULLO 

DEALER DISCOUNT.

5 Year/100, 000 Mile Powertrain WARRANTY!

2017 F-250 
CREWCAB SUPERDUTY 4X4

2016 F-150 
SUPER CREW TX BADGE

$37,900SALE PRICE
$15, 000
IN TOTAL SAVINGS 
Off  MSRP with Ford Financing

925 I-45 South, Conroe, TX 77301

281-367-0000 SHOP ONLINE 24/7 
AT GULLOFORD.COM

NO CASH VALUE AND MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SALE. EXPIRES MARCH 31,2017.LIMIT ONE OFFER PER FAMILY/ADDRESS. MUST BE 18 YEARS AND OLDER. EXPIRES 3/31/17

JUST FOR TAKING A TEST DRIVE

PRICE

FINANCE WITH FORD AND GET 

MAKE YOUR 
BEST DEAL 
 

FOR YOUR TRADE

AND PRESENT 
THIS COUPON FOR BEST DEAL 

FOR YOUR TRADE
$500 MORE

PLUS GET A

OVER 
$7,350 

IN TOTAL 
SAVINGS

0% 
FINANCING 

FOR
 72 MONTHS

0% 
FINANCING 

FOR
 72 MONTHS
AVAILABLE

$26, 700

EX: STK# H180055 MSRP: $32800 LESS $2000 RETAIL 
CUSTOMER CASH LESS $4100 GULLO DEALER 
DISCOUNT. TOTAL SAVINGS INCLUDE DEALER 

DISCOUNT PLUS RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH PLUS 
OWNER LOYALTY.

EX: STK #H170078 MSRP: $24495 LESS $3500 RETAIL 
CUSTOMER CASH LESS $3105 GULLO DEALER 
DISCOUNT. TOTAL SAVINGS INCLUDE DEALER 

DISCOUNT PLUS RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH PLUS 
$750 OWNER LOYALTY.

EX: STK # H150038 MSRP: $23390 LESS $1000 FAST CASH 
CERTIFICATE LESS $3490 GULLO DEALER DISCOUNT.

EX. STK# 030054. MSRP:$24425 - $500 RETAIL 
CUSTOMER CASH - $1948 GULLO DISCOUNT

PLUS

$18,900                $6,100$17,890

$1000 FORD CREDIT CASH
OR $6850 

WITH RETAIL OWNER LOYALTY

TARGET 
GIFT CARD

2016 F-150 
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We Want Yours!

Accepting Quality Consignment Furniture 
and More Everyday!

Hours: 10am–6pm M–Sat • 12pm–5pm Sundays • www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

18 locations including San Antonio, Austin, Bee Cave & McKinney in Dallas

The Woodlands
27820 145 North • Conroe, Texas
281.367.0420 • woodlands@hccenter.com

We Sell FAST! We Pay QUICK!
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UNDEFEATED IN 

SPORTS MEDICINE

Sports injuries have met their match.   
Whether you’re facing a sports injury or just want to up your game,  
our Memorial Hermann IRONMAN Sports Medicine Institute can help.  
Affiliated physicians from McGovern Medical School at UTHealth  
and our team of experienced therapists and sports performance 
specialists work together to speed recovery and improve performance.  

It’s a winning combination – and one only found at Memorial Hermann.

Learn more at ironman.memorialhermann.org

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER  |  MEMORIAL CITY
THE WOODLANDS  |  SUGAR LAND


