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The projected cost for a coastal levee system

=

The cost of damage caused by Hurricane lkein 2008 *§

The annual estimated GDP preserved with a coastal levee system

T A

City and county officials are already making preparations for hurricane season, which begins June 1 and runs through Nov. 30.

COURTESY NASA

BUSINESS FEATURE |

BY NORA OLABI

As Pearland and Friendswood pour
millions of dollars into infrastructure
improvements, such as roads, build-
ings, water and sewer upgrades, and
parks, to meet development demand,

officials are also looking closer at
hurricane preparedness.

Pearland hired its first full-time
emergency management coordi-
nator, Allen Portman in an effort
to balance population growth and

development with the growing need

for improved public safety.
Hurricane Ike, the third costli-

est hurricane in U.S. history, hit

Galveston as a Category 2 hurricane
CONTINUED ON 26

Brows’Aroun’ Antiques

FISD settolosemorethan  FRIENDPSWOOD D

$200K to ‘Robin Hood' tax FINDING
District collects more revenue after tax hike F@ [N] @D M@

BY AMELIA BRUST AND JAKE SNYDER As Friendswood ISD’s operating budget has risen since
Friendswood ISD anticipates it will lose $232,367 in the 2013-14 fiscal year, the share of state allocations has
state funding for the 201617 school year due to the dis- dropped. As a result, local funds have risen to fill the gap.

DINING FEATURE
Masa Sushi

11

trict’s reclassification as property wealthy by the state, $30M LOCALFUNDING $29.95M
district officials said.

The reclassification—and loss of funds—comes after $25M
Friendswood residents approved a 9 cent increase to ¢
FISD’s tax rate last year. The district called for a special 2 CTATEFUNDING - -CALENDARI
electlog in September, saying it was necessary to pay a % $20M $16.5aM 21 i~
competitive wage to teachers, recruit talent and retain its s /__\.
employees, who were being poached by neighboring dis-  Z  ¢5m .
tricts that offered more enticing salaries. Y * Other funding

“We made some drastic cuts when the Legislature cut 2 includes the pre-K
[funding] in 2011. We hired back most of the teacher spots 2  $10M zgar;en?;?\?traggj,ucation
but not the administrative and specialist spots,” FISD ‘2’ food sales,yathletics ’
Superintendent Trish Hanks said. “Our students were $5M and facility rentals. OTHER FUNDING®
suffering. Our schools were suffering. We wanted to be $1.45M
competitive; we were losing teachers to other districts.” —e

However, the Texas Education Agency took note of the $0

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

increased tax generation. Because the district crossed a

GUIDE
CONTINUED ON 29 24 Summer Camp Guide
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GRAND OPENING

MARCH 25-26

HOUSTON, THERE'S A BRIGHT NEW WORLD
TO EXPLORE — AND IT'S RIGHT OFF 288!

BRING THE FAMILY +«+ DISCOVER MERIDIANA

SPACE CENTER HOUSTON FUN FOR
ATTRACTIONS ALL AGES

Meet + greet with a real astronaut The chance to win an
on Saturday RApple Watch*

Hands-on science labs Food, drinks + music
Rocket launch station Face painter

Water Rovers design challenge Moonwalks + much more!

For details, see MERIDIANATEXAS.COM.

FROM THE $200s - $800s « A RISE COMMUNITY « EXIT MERIDIANA PKWY FROM HWY 288

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without

notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are

pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of
OPPORTUNITY race; color, religion, sex or national origin.

*No purchase necessary. See meridianatexas.com/legal for full official rules.
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If there’s one thing that

can be said about women,

its that no two are exactly alike.

No matter where you come

from or where you are going,

you are oniour own unique JoUrne.
e

At the Pavilion for Women,

health care is about more than

standard check-ups and tests.

Its about getting to know you

and building a trusting relationship

that ear aﬁ'eﬁ_mr after year.

With a personalized approach

to medicine and specialized services
for women in every stage of life,

we provide the kind of care you want,

as well as the kind of care you need.

Here for life.

(J
\7
Texas Children’s
Hospital

Pavilion

for Women

i
/4

t us ato
9003 Broadway St., Pez
281-412-4335 .

women.texaschildrens.org/pea

©i017Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. PFW894_120116
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RETHINKING WHAT'S
POSSIBLE TO GIVE HEART
PATIENTS NEW OPTIONS.

Physicians at Houston Methodist DeBakey Heart & Vascular
Center are pioneering new solutions for patients with commaon
to complex heart conditions. Through specialized programs,
clinical trials and a commitment to challenging conventional
thinking, our team of specialists are improving outcomes and
providing new options to those who previously had none.

Our team of physicians treats a variety of disorders, including:

= Adult congenital heart disease = Coronary artery disease
= Atrial fibrillation (AFib) = High blood pressure

= Cardiac arrhythmia = Valve disease

» Cardiac tumors

For more information on our comprehensive heart services,
visit houstonmethodist.org/debakey; or to schedule an
appointment, call 713.DEBAKEY.

wusrony =[BT
Methalist _

DEBAKEY HEART &
VASCULAR CENTER
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Your guide to picking a perfect summer camp

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS
John and Jennifer Garrett
PUB'-'CSF:ER-HOUSTON METRO Remember the excitement as you listings will hopefully guide you through
fgggc,“,\‘;‘;";ﬁ;us"m waved goodbye to your parents and this important family decision.
Kristina Shackelford entered another world of campfires, In addition to our popular guide, we
GENERAL MANAGER o cabins, talent shows and s’mores? Well, have continued to follow important
Papar Faircloth, pfaircloth@communityimpact.com . . K K .
summertime has dramatically changed issues concerning our local schools. This
EDITORIAL for many families. month, we are diving into how Texas
CHIEF CONTENT OFFICER David Arkin : :
MANAGING EDITOR Joselyn Kerr Today, children can attend. camps for .fun('is schools through 1t§ wealth equal-
EDITOR Nora Olabi art, technology, math and science as well  ization program colloquially known as
REPORTER Jake Snyder as a variety of sports. But the search for the “Robin Hood” tax. For the first time,
COPY EDITOR Richard Guerrero « s . . .
STAFF WRITERS Amelia Brust, Tara Pohimeyer, The One” takes real work and research. Friendswood ISD will lose state funding
Brett Thorne That is why we have put together a guide  through wealth equalization.
(pg. 24) that showcases camps in our We would be remiss if we didn’t discuss
ADVERTISING

community that are available to children =~ hurricane season, which is right around

CUSTOMER SERVICE SPECIALIST Rikki McNabb ~T .
of all ages. the corner. W{jﬂ
DESIGN We feature useful information, such Our top story will help prepare your

CREATIVE DIRECTOR Derek Sullivan d inf . dl . £ ilvi £ Tti Papar Faircloth
SENIOR ART PRODUCTION MANAGER Jenny Abrego as dates, cost information and locations, amily in case of an emergency. It is never GENERAL MANAGER

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Alex Corradini for those still researching options. The too early to prepare for the unexpected. pfaircloth@communityimpact.com

STAFF DESIGNER Cathy Chedrawi
ASKTHE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

BUSINESS
6 IMPACTS

GROUP PUBLISHER Traci Rodriguez
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Claire Love
CIRCULATION MANAGER Lauren Brown

ABOUT US How is public infrastructure funded in

John and Jennifer Garrett began Community Impact west Pearland?
Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. The company’s . . L 9 BUS]lNESS'FEA.TURE
mission is to build communities of informed citizens Shadow Creek Ranch residents live within a tax Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques
and thriving businesses through the collaboration of a increment reinvestment zone, also known as a TIRZ, 11 DINING FEATURE
passionate team. R Masa Sushi

which uses tax dollars to spur development.
CONTACT US While a TIRZ does collect tax dollars, it does not 13 TRANSPORTATION
10701 Corporate Drive, Ste. 300 UPDATES

Stafford, TX 77477 « 281-469-6181
communityimpact.com

PRESS RELEASES plfnews@communityimpact.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS communityimpact.com/subscriptions

directly tax residents. Instead, when Shadow Creek

Ranch residents pay property ta?<es to th.e city of ' ;;’r\:fnvg/’sl: riendswood City
Pearland or Fort Bend or Brazoria counties and Alvin Council elections heat up
ISD, any taxes above an established base tax value is 20 AT THE CAPITOL
deposited in a tax increment revenue fund to be dis-
bursed to the TIRZ. Base values are established for each

21 CALENDAR

] . . . c . 23 ICON
ATERTEE W UG 7). /i} y ta)'ﬂng entity a'tt the time the TIRZ was created, which in FISD Superintendent Trish Hanks
(G 174 this case was in 1998.
For advertising inquiries, please contact us at ! [/ "'A;{:Ir?" . 24 SUMMER CAMP GUIDE
plfads@communityimpact.com L - Values have skyrocketed in Shadow Creek Ranch,
-Com- . 1e 30 REALESTATE
Nora Olabi which was an empty field valued at $7 million. Now
broud! COMMUNITY  me E"l'T:R - property values are nearly $2 billion and rising, accord- 31IMPACT DEALS
rou: . .
orintod by, IM PACT nolabi@communitympact.com ing to the TIRZ annual report. Funds generated by the
L osso RINTING TIRZ pays for new roads, parks and trails, sewer and
Do you have a question about drainage, landscaping, fire and police stations, and
© 2017 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights how local government works or s :
Reserved. No reproduction of any portion of this issue is something going on in town? Send it PGW schools. (')r.lce a PrO]eCt 15 (.:Omplete’ the TIRZ tLII.'l’lS
allowed without written permission from the publisher. to plfnews@communityimpact.com. it over to mumc1paht1es for maintenance and operatlon.
Z=GR/\CEER {me
oy Py Vo mppy :
ABSOLUTELY NO WAIT!

» Board Certified Physicians

Comel We have a 1 . ; " B | 4 » Emergency Care from Infancy to Elderly
at saved forYOu! &' = .. . PR o d Much More!

NEW!
<-Pearand pEARIAND
I O " LOCATION
1

851 Pearland Pkwy., Pearland, TX 77581
(281) 749-1717

; : The Awana Clubs on :
%_ ‘M Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
T and Team Kids on Sundays

: at 5:30 p.m, both Sept.-May.

o SEHOUSTON
o LOCATION

(Gimaoa e e sy
info@sview.org - 281.431.0010 - www.southviewbaptist.church
23003 S Highway 288, Rosharon, TX 77583 * Located one mile south of the Hwy 6 and Hwy 288 S. junction

(713) 947-2232
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J\V/I2/AN@IPS) Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding.

HA AGYIA

BUSINESS

CENTER DR.
SOUTHFORKRD.

nN
s}
e

[e]

NOW OPEN

o Fajita Pete’s opened its seventh Texas
franchise Feb. 26 at 15718 Hwy. 288,

Ste. 170, Pearland, in the former storefront
of Moe’s Southwest Grill, which closed in
October. Fajita Pete’s has locations in Dallas
and the Greater Houston area, including
Katy and Richmond. The restaurant offers a
selection of grilled beef and chicken fajitas,
hand-rolled tortillas and sides, such asrice,
beans, guacamole and queso. Company
officials said the chain is expected to grow
to 40 locations in the next five years. The
next opening will be at Sienna Plantation in
Missouri City. 832-406-3640.
www.fajitapetes.com

e Owner David Graham opened Code
Ninjas in mid-March at 12810 W. Broadway
St., Ste. 160, Pearland. Code Ninjas offers
after-school programs for children ages
7-17,in computer coding, problem-solv-

THE r"‘I‘r

S 1

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL

B
5-PART SERMON SERIES - 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9 & 4/16

@ HUGHES RANCH RD.

0

ing and math skills through building and
playing computer games. Graham was
the previous owner of Coder Camps, a
Pearland-based franchise specializing in
teaching coding skills to adults.
855-446-4652. www.codeninjas.com

e FASHIO Nail Spa held its grand open-
ing Feb. 23 and is next door to Code Ninja
and CVS/pharmacy at 12810 W. Broadway
St., Ste. 150, Pearland. The salon has large
leather recliners and offers manicures and
pedicures. 281-741-1298

O Indoor trampoline park Jumping
Zaxx held its grand opening Feb. 18 at

its Pearland-area location at 7505 S. Sam
Houston Parkway E., Houston. The location
features 30,000 square feet of enter-
tainment space, including 120-foot-long
trampoline lanes, dodgeball and slam dunk
courts, an inflatable obstacle course, air
fitness classes, video arcade games and

a snack bar. Jumping Zaxx can also host
birthday parties and special events.
713-991-0945. www.jumpingzaxx.com

© car dealership Southfork Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram held its grand opening in
March. The dealership is located at

17725 Hwy. 288, Manvel, and offers new,
used and commercial inventory as well as
car service and parts sales. 866-431-9790.
www.houstonchryslerdodgejeepram.com

e Owner Gracy Renteria opened boutique
fitness center Infinity Cycling Studio on
March 18 at 2540 E. Broadway St., Ste. |,
Pearland. The studio offers spinning classes
to the beat of a soundtrack. A variety of yoga
classes are also offered, including Vinyasa
yoga, kids yoga and prenatal yoga. The
studio will offer hot yoga in the near future.
Membership is available as well as single
class and package rates. 832-524-5498.
www.infinitycyclingstudio.com
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0 Owner Julie Nunn opened Once Upon
a Child on March 16 at 10100 W. Broad-
way St., Ste. 106, Pearland. The children’s
resale store buys and sells used children’s
clothing, shoes, toys and baby items. The
Pearland location is one of more than 20 of
the national franchise’s locations in Texas.
281-741-0264.
www.onceuponachildpearland.com

e RG Vietnamese Sandwich opened
in mid-February at 3419 E. Broadway St.,
Pearland. The family-owned restaurant
offers traditional Vietnamese banh mi
sandwiches served on fresh French ba-
guettes. The eatery also offers 43 different
fresh smoothies and boba teas.
281-741-0310

0 Owner Geronimo Basurto was a personal
trainer for eight years before opening Forge
Fitness, which is dedicated to a group
fitness model, at 1130 E. Broadway St.,

PEAR

freedom(elowship

We're located at

1201 N. Main

Pearland, TX 77581
ph: 281-485-7346
Just south of Beltway 8

LAND

AN AUTHENTIC

SPIRIT-

FILLED EXPERIENCE

on Hwy 35 (N. Main) at the
corner of Knapp Rd.

PASTORS

Frank & Libby Seamans

Come and worship with us on Resurrection Sunday, April 16 @ 10:30 a.m.
featuring one of our most sacred annual events, the “Flowering of the Cross™ Ceremony... and also our special “Kid’s Resurrection Celebration™

Also tune in to our “To God Be The Glory™ Radio Program on KJIC 90.5 FM every Saturday & Sunday / 6 & 11 AM & 6 PM / or listen online at
www.freedomfellowshippearland.com
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Pearland. The studio offers three fitness
plans—weight loss, muscle-building and
general fitness—which are built on its three
fitness pillars of cardiovascular endurance,
muscle development and neuromuscular
efficiency. 281-542-8245.
www.forgefitness.net

COMING SOON

@ Cosmetic salon Amazing Lash Studio
will open its second Pearland-area fran-
chise at the Center at Pearland Parkway in
May at 2650 Pearland Parkway, Pearland.
The studio offers lash health evaluations
and eyelash extensions for a variety of
styles, lash volumes and colors.
www.amazinglashstudio.com

m Realty 1 Partners will break ground

on its latest Pearland retail development
called the Southfork Centre, which is next
door to Costco on Business Center Drive.
The 17,600-square-foot center sits on

2 acres and is slated to break ground this
summer with expected build-out during
the first quarter of 2018. Interested tenants
include restaurants, dental and doctors’
offices, and coffee shops. 832-588-0496.
www.ripartners.com

@ Indoor trampoline park Urban Air
Trampoline & Adventure Park will open
its first Pearland location this summer at
3207 S. Sam Houston Parkway E., Pearland.
The 60,000-square-foot facility will feature
wall-to-wall trampoline arenas, dodgeball
courts, stunt-airbag, slam dunk tracks, an
indoor playground, an indoor ropes course,
go-karts, afoam pitand a dedicated area
for children age 7 and younger. The indoor
park will also host special events and birth-
day parties. 800-960-4778.
www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com

ANNIVERSARIES

@ BAKFISH Brewing Co. celebrated its
one-year anniversary March 14 at

1231 E. Broadway St., Pearland. The first
craft brewery in the city, BAKFISH includes
rotating taps and staples, such as | Tell You
Wit and All Y’all Golden Ale. The facility
includes a 2,000-square-foot tap room
where customers can enjoy beer that is
made on-site. 281-993-8658.
www.bakfishbrewing.com

COMPILED BY JAKE SNYDER AND
NORA OLABI

News or questions about Pearland/Friendswood?
Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

@ Owner Jimmy Aranda celebrated the
one-year anniversary of Dionisio Winery
on Feb. 27 at 2635 Miller Ranch Road, Ste.
103, Pearland. Dionisio offers tours and
fruit wine selections, such as green apple
riesling, peach chardonnay and black cher-
ry pinot noir. The winery includes a tasting
room and a VIP area that can be reserved
for private parties. 713-906-2499.
www.dionisiowinery.com

EXPANSIONS

@ LUSH Cosmetics, located in Bay-
brook Mall at 500 Baybrook Mall Drive,
Friendswood, closed March 1in order to
move to a larger location inside the mall
near Forever 21. The new location opened
March 10. Based out of Vancouver, British
Columbia, LUSH is an international chain
offering handmade cosmetic products,
such as shower scrubs, shampoos, lotions
and makeup. 281-286-5874.
www.lushusa.com

@ Bergamos Retreat is building a new
addition to its spa at 313 E. Edgewood St.,
Friendswood. The spa is Italian-inspired
and features plunge pools, steam rooms,
saunas, therapeutic massages, waxing,
facials, manicures, pedicures, skin treat-
ments and eyelash extensions for men and
women. Although Bergamos Retreat pre-
viously contracted for an addition, the spa
removed the addition and will reconstruct
it. Construction begins this month and will
run for a year. The spa will remain open for
business during construction.
281-992-3775.
www.bergamossparetreat.com

NAME CHANGE

Q Friendswood Fitness changed its name
to World Gym Private and held its grand
re-opening on Feb. 22. The gym, which was
renovated to 20,000 square feet, is located
at 133 W. Parkwood Ave., Friendswood,
and offers a 50-yard indoor AstroTurf field,
sprinting track, workout equipment and

an outdoor field. World Gym Private also

FEATURED IMPACT NOW OPEN

The full-color custom apparel franchise Big Frog Custom T-Shirts & More opened a
Pearland location in late February at 9415 W. Broadway St., Ste. 119. The company helps
customers print graphics on hoodies, tank tops, T-shirts and tote bags for men, women,
children and pets. Graphic artists work at the in-store design station to create custom
looks. The company does not charge fees for custom designs or additional colors, and
there are no minimum order requirements. 281-607-9339. www.bigfrog.com/pearland
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offers 11 workout coaches for one-on-one
training. 281-816-5935.
www.worldgymprivate.com

CLOSINGS

@ Teen apparel retailer Wet Seal closed
all of its locations Feb. 26, including its
location at Baybrook Mall, 1132 Baybrook
Mall Drive, Friendswood, after filing for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in early
February. The company had 478 stores as
early as 2014. At the time it filed for bank-
ruptcy, Wet Seal listed $10 million-$50 mil-
lion in assets and $50 million-$100 million
in liabilities. Boston-based restructuring

firm Gordon Brothers reportedly pur-
chased the brand in a bankruptcy auction
for $3 million.

COMMUNITY

Pearland Arts & Crafts on the Pavilion
announced an open call for local artists
who specialize in handcrafted pieces and
artwork to exhibit their work during the
fourth annual fair. The arts event, which
is presented by the Pearland Convention
and Visitors Bureau, runs Oct. 7-8 at the
Pearland Town Center. Exhibitor applica-
tions will be accepted through April 30.
281-997-5972. www.visitpearland.com
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Pomona is the first LiveSmart master-planned community in the
Houston area by Hillwood Communities, a Perot company. Featuring a
relaxed, coastal atmosphere, this 1,000-acre community in the heart
of the rapidly growing Highway 288 corridor makes it easy to live a
happier, healthier lifestyle with a resort-style amenity center, miles
of walking trails, sports fields, Fish Camp, Exploration Zone Park and

an on-site Alvin ISD elementary school. And with 300 acres left

untouched or as dedicated green space, Pomona is setting the

standard for what it means to LiveSmart.

Coventry Homes ¢ David Weekley Homes
Highland Homes ¢ Plantation Homes ¢ Trendmaker Homes

: Sam Houston Parkway o_
il HILLWOOD

COMMUNITIES

A PEROT COMPANY™ 9

We're boldlg
moving forward

N neuroscience

The scientists and physicians here at Baylor College

of Medicine® and CHI St. Luke’s Health are pushing

the boundaries to find new advances in care with techniques
that can remove brain tumors without an incision, stop
seizures before they happen, and create a brain computer
interface that might one day restore vision for the blind.

At CHI St. Luke’s Health, we're creating the future of
healthcare...with bold moves forward in medicine.

Learn more at CHIStLukesHealth.org.

Pw CHI St. Luke’s
U Health

Houston-area hospitals:

Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center Springwoods Village
Brazosport Hospital Sugar Land Hospital
Lakeside Hospital The Vintage Hospital

Patients Medical Center The Woodlands Hospital

SN NEUROSCIENCE Pw CHI St. Luke’s
Yol INSTITUTE N Health

In partnership with Catholic Health Initiatives—CHI
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Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques 5 NORA OLAB
Local shop draws pickers, collectors from around the country

n the border of Pearland’s Old Townsite is a gem
for collectors, antique pickers, knickknack
hoarders and those looking for unique gifts.

Every inch of Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques—from hand-
made light fixtures hanging from the ceiling to hand-
painted hardwood vanity tables—is packed with items
for sale. Shelves are lined with glassware and tea sets.
The store has so much merchandise it pours outside,
greeting patrons as they pull into the driveway.

“There’s literally something for everybody in here,
said Faith Ellis Demitt, a co-owner and store man-
ager. “It doesn’t matter if you’re young or old, male or
female. You’re going to find something you like.”

Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques opened its doors in 2001
and was established by Faith’s father, Donald Ellis,
who died in August at the age of 83. Faith took over the
business after years of working with her father.

“We have a lot of loyal customers. Sixteen years
later, we have people come to Pearland just for this,”
Faith said. “Our plan is to carry on.”

2

1: Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques is packed from
floor to ceiling with unique finds and
Texas patriotism. 2: Since Donald Ellis
died in 2016, Faith Ellis Demitt (right) has

kept his business and legacy alive.

ANTIQUE PICKING TIPS

When digging through antiques, keep an
eye out for these factors to ensure a quality
purchase.

1. Rarity. Is it rare, unusual or only
reproduced in small numbers?

2. Aesthetic. Does it have a pleasing
appearance?

3. Desirability. Is it trendy, in vogue or
from a reputable dealer?

4. Authenticity. Is it an original piece,
made by an artist, signed or a period piece?

5. Condition. Does it have scratches, chips
or signs of age?

6. Follow your heart. Buy what you love.

The store is deeply connected with the antiquing
community across Texas and the Midwest. It also
works cooperatively with local vendors who sell their
collected, recycled or handmade wares in the shop.

This time of year, the shop is filled with Tex-
as-themed wall art, especially the Lone Star and
wagon wheels, for Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
visitors looking to decorate their tents.

However, the shop’s bread and butter is not
antiques. Thousands of pounds of metal mermaids, Brows’ Aroun’ Antiques
fleur-de-lis, Texas stars, horseshoes, and spurs in the 4808 W. Broadway St., Pearland
Iron Room serve as the store’s lifeblood.

The single-largest source of merchandise comes

PHOTOS BY NORA OLABI/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

281-485-7443

from the Canton Marketplace in Canton, Texas, where www.facebook.com/

hundreds of antique vendors set up shop once a Brows-Aroun-Antiques o
month. And when the semiannual blowout antiques -153628034660641/ \NP“Q"

fair in Round Top, Texas, rolls around, local collectors Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.- W, BROAD_ W WALNUT ST.
will pick her store clean and bring back new treasures. 5 p.m., Sun. noon-5p.m.

“You don’t have to go to Round Top. You can come
here,” Faith said.

Family Owned, American Made

Sugar Land Location

Friendswood Location

3616 Hwy 6 S, Sugar Land 18980 Gulf Freeway, Friendsi

281-277-0485

“Famshy Prommd, Jovnnin v sl Tl fud i | Hiwien™

281-286-9911

www.egamishfurniture.com
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_' : New homes from the $34D5 to SBDDS

N Top—Rated Friendswood ISD Schools
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A Lenner Company

[Lakes of
Savannah

Lennar | Westin Homes | Devon Street Homes | GreenEco Builders
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The staff at Masa Sushi is made up of longtime employees,
as many have worked for the company for 10-plus years.

Sushi is the highlight of the menu; Masa Sushi offers a
range of options from standard rolls to off-the-wall choices.

Masa Sushi

Tunais plated next to a glass with pieces draped in a spicy ponzu sauce.

BY JAKE SNYDER

Traditional Japanese cuisine meets American zest in Friendswood

asa Sushi owner Michael Zhou

did not initially intend to blend
Japanese and American foods together.

As a student in the mid-1980s in
China—under the direction of a Japa-
nese chef—Zhou first learned to make
traditional Japanese cuisine. That
changed, however, when he came to
the U.S. in 1994 and landed a job as a
chef in a Tampa Bay, Florida, restau-
rant. It was there that Zhou said he
realized it was time to change how he
cooked.
“Everything is changing,” Zhou

said. “You can no longer say, ‘This food
belongs to the Japanese and doesn’t
belong to any other cuisine.” Now,
everything is international cuisine. Even
if you go to a French restaurant, you can
see sashimi inside [dishes].”

CE

Change does not mean casting aside
tradition. Instead, Zhou has created a
blend of traditional Japanese cuisine
with a spritz of American flavor at his
restaurant Masa Sushi, which has three
locations in the Houston Bay Area.

Zhou opened his first location in
Houston in 2000 but later sold it. He
then opened another in Clear Lake in
2005. The Friendswood location—his
newest spot—opened in September
2015 off South Friendswood Drive.

“Most chefs are my students,” Zhou
said. “I teach them, and then they teach
the new people. Most people stay with
the company; 10 years is nothing here.”

Along with a tenured staff, Zhou said
the secret to his success comes from
his ability to adapt the menu to handle
many different palates.

BRATE EASTER

AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PEARLAND

The menu offers a diversity of items
ranging from the traditional—black
pepper tuna sashimi—to off-the-wall
options like the Astro, which fea-
tures shrimp tempura and spicy tuna
topped with spicy crawfish and honey
wasabi cream.

The quality of ingredients compared
to modest pricing at Masa Sushi, Zhou
said, was simply a stroke of luck.

“We are lucky because my cousin
has a fish company in Honolulu,” Zhou
said. “We are able to provide some of
the best fish at a reasonable price.”

While Asian fusion cuisine is not
new, Zhou said it is the flavor that
counts the most.

“As long as you are cooking good
food—doesn’t matter what kind of
food—people like it,” Zhou said.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16

P WITH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
§HIP WITH PRAISE BAND

231d N GRAND BLUD AT FM 518 PEARLAND, TX 77581

8:30 AND 10:45 AM
9:00 AND 10:45 AM

MORE INFORMATION AT FUMCPEARLAND.ORG

DINING FEATURE

CHEF’S CORNER

¢ Crazyroll ($9.50): shrimp tempura and
spicy tuna with green onion, avocado
and cucumber

¢ Astro ($14.98): shrimp tempura, spicy
tuna, avocado, cucumber and jalapeno,
topped with spicy crawfish

* Black pepper tuna sashimi ($16.99):
tuna encrusted with black pepper,
served in a martini glass with spicy
ponzu sauce

Masa Sushi

1788 S. Friendswood Drive,
Friendswood

281-482-8888
www.masasushitexas.com

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,

Fri.-11a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.-
11 p.m., Sun.-11:30a.m.-10 p.m.

Pearland / Friendswood edition « March 2017
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Avalon Terrace = Manors at Silver Ridge = Meridiana
Pomona = Sedona Lakes

98% Customer Recommended = Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans = 10 year Structural Warranty

LANTATIO
HOMES

@ Prices and availability subject

change without notice.

Among the specialists welcoming new patients are (L-R): Tom Thomas, D.0., Endocrinology;
Stephen Tabor, D.0., Orthopedics — Sports Medicine; Beth Yip, M.D., Pediatrics; Ekanem Ohia, M.D.,

Family Medicine; Michael Leung, F.A.C.0.G., M.D., 0B/GYN

for children and adults.

Also serving the Pearland community ... our
Clear Lake Clinic is located at 1010 South
Ponds Drive in Webster to provide additional
multispecialty care and Saturday appointments

Two Great Ways to Shape Up
and Save in te_ New Year

Does your New Year’s resofution include trimming down your debt? Let
Smart Financial help get your finances back on track and you could win a
Special Edition Fitbit Blaze and a $500 Dick’s Sporting Goods gift card!

Get a great low rate when you transfer your high interest
balances to a Smart Financial Credit Card*

Lighten your load and consolidate your debts with a
low interest signature loan*

smart:financial

@CREDIT UNION

* Credit Card Bolance Transfers from another Financial Insfitufion are eligible. Minimum amount fo qualify for promofion is $2500.00. Signature Loan minimum $5000.00 fo qualify for the promofion.
Refinancing current Smart Financial loans are not eligible for this promotion. All loans are subject to approval and credit worthiness. ** Every funded loan will receive one entry for the Grand Prize. All loans

funded during the quarter will be eligible for the Grand Prize drawing. Member must be af least 18 years of age with a loan funded or credit card balance transfer processed during the promotional period.
Member will receive one entry for each loan funded during this period for a chance o win. *** Promofion begins January 1, 2017 through March 31, 2017. Grand Prize winner announced Apiil 7, 2017.
Promotional defails subject fo change without notice.

PROUD SPONSOR OF: 282 0%eN
10201 Broadway St, Ste 117 éﬁj];];;;ﬂﬂ 10330 Highway 6, Suite J

Pearland, TX 77584 smart; fmancnalcentre Missouri City, Texas 77459
at Sugar Land

www.smartcu.org EOE/AA 713.407.1755

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic — Pearland provides
comprehensive multispecialty care with a
Kelsey Pharmacy and full diagnostic and lab
services onsite. Schedule an appointment today
by calling our 24/7 Contact Center at
713-442-0000.

We’ve got more ways to be
Your Doctors for Life.

* Primary Care e Lab
* Specialty Care e X-ray
* EKG * Kelsey Pharmacy

 Ultrasound

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic
Pearland

2515 Business Center Drive
Pearland, TX 77584

713-442-7200

Schedule your appointment today! 713-442-0000 | kelsey-seybold.com/pearland
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ONGOING PROJECTS

o 1-45 expansion

The expansion of the I-45 southbound
lanes from three to five lanes of traffic was
completed on Feb. 13. The project, which
will expand 1-45 from six to 10 main lanes
with a total of six frontage lanes upon com-
pletion, is slate to reach completion in early
2018. Texas Department of Transportation
officials said construction has not begun on
the northbound lanes but is slated to begin
in the coming months.

Timeline: June 2011-early 2018
Cost: $170 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

e Fite Road extension

The city of Pearland began construction in
December to extend Fite Road by about a
half-mile from McLean Road to Veterans
Drive. The project is expected to improve
traffic flow and provide an additional route
for emergency vehicles. The new stretch
of roadway will be four lanes undivided
with a concrete curb and gutter drainage.
The projectincludes traffic signal improve-
ments at the McLean Road intersection.

Timeline: December 2016-December
2017

Cost: $4 million

Funding sources: Houston-Galveston
Area Council, city of Pearland

6 Winding Road reconstruction

The city of Friendswood broke ground in
January on its Winding Road reconstruc-
tion project between Riverside Court and
Melody Lane. The road will replace roughly
a half-mile of residential roadway. The
project will be funded through bond pro-
ceeds. Voters approved a $24 million bond
referendum in 2013, which included about
$7.7 million for road repairs, according to
the city.

Timeline: January-March 2017

Cost: $642,000

Funding sources: city of Friendswood

O Pearland Parkway intersection
improvements

The city of Pearland will add a second left
turn lane heading southbound on Pearland
Parkway at FM 518 in March. Bidding on
the project closed on Jan. 26, and city
council awarded a construction contract

Beck & Mastern suick oM

;._‘__ CREW CABSLT PRICE!
._;r— SAVINGS

$1 2 750 OFF MSRP

MSRP $51,000, $5500 SELECT MODEL CASH,

$7250 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.

atits Feb. 27 meeting, according to city
officials.

Timeline: March-June 2017
Cost: $375,000
Funding sources: city of Pearland

UPCOMING PROJECTS

e Orange Street reconstruction

Beginning in May, contractors will re-
construct the existing asphalt, widen the
road from 25 to 33 feetand putin a new
concrete curb, gutters, sidewalks and a
new storm sewer system between Hwy. 35
and Schleider Drive in Pearland.
Timeline: May 2017-May 2018

Cost: $5.4 million

Funding sources: city of Pearland

G Max Road expansion

Max Road will expand to a four-lane boule-
vard from Hughes Ranch Road to Reid Bou-
levard. Design was completed in November,
and construction bids will go out in March.
Timeline: June 2017-September 2018
Cost: $7.38 million

Funding sources: city of Pearland

SCORE SWEET SAVINGS ',
BUICK & GMC VEHICLES IN STOCK . "2\ =

7% OFF MSRP

NEW 2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 2

ON SELECT 2017 BUICK
& GMC VEHICLES

NEW 2017 BUICK ENCLAVE m%ls

$8,990

MSRP $39,990, $1500 SELECT MODEL CASH,
$7490 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP.
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HOW IT WORKS

How are state speed
limits determined?

Whenever a new road is built in Texas,
the entity constructing the roadway

is required to reach out to the Texas
Transportation Commission to
determine the speed limit for the new
road, according to the Texas Department
of Transportation.

Factors that determine a road’s speed
limitinclude the road’s length and
location, transitions from other speed
limits, directional differences, trial
runs of the roadway and the location of
regulatory speed limit signs along the
road, according to TxDOT.

Local governments hold some control
over determining speed limits as well.
Cities, counties and other government
officials work with TxDOT to conduct
traffic and engineering studies and pass
local speed ordinances, TxDOT Public
Information Officer Deidrea George said.

State Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, recently
filed House Bill 1368 to lower the prima
facie speed limits on urban district roads
in Texas from 30 mph to 25 mph. The
prima facie speed limit is the unspoken
speed limit on roads with no posted limit.

All information on this page was updated as of
03/13/17. News or questions about these or
other local transportation projects?

Email us at plfnews@communityimpact.com.

-f EXPERIENCE
THE NEW BUICK

PRICE!

SAVINGS
OFF MSRP

beckmastensouth.com 12820 Gulf Freeway 7 1 3-581 -2265

Pictures & Color for lllustration only...1) Excludes 1SV models. On 10% of Selective vehicles in stock, while stock lasts. Based on discount below MSRP and cash back. Not compatible with
some other offers. See Dealer for Details. Take Delivery by 3/31/17. Prices + TT&L. Prices Included All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.
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Multiple candidates file, placed on ballot
in hotly contested May council elections

BY NORA OLABI

Candidate applications have poured
in for what is shaping up to be a con-
tentious election cycle.

In Pearland, three City Council seats
and a mayoral race are slated for the
May general election with a total of 13
applicants vying for those positions.

Although four seats are on the
ballot, only two incumbents are in the
running.

Mayor Tom Reid, the longest-serv-
ing mayor in Pearland, is running for
re-election. He served from 1978-1990
and then from 1995 to the present. He is
a former engineer who retired from the
Johnson Space Center in 1997 after 32
years of service.

“There are a lot of things changing in
Pearland today, and that’s because of
the tremendous growth we’re experi-
encing,” Reid said. “I haven’t finished
my job yet. I need to finish a few things,
and it’s going to take three years to
wind it up and give you a chance to see
all the things we’re doing in Pearland.”

Reid faces two challengers. Quentin
Wiltz, who has lived in Pearland for 10
years, is running against Reid. Wiltz
ran twice for City Council, losing to
Council Member Derrick Reed in 2015
and Council Member Tony Carbone in
2013. Wiltz was as ex-officio director
for the Pearland Chamber of Com-
merce and ex-officio chairman for the
Pearland Parks and Beautification
board. He serves as board president for
the Brazoria County Alliance for Chil-
dren. He is the director of commercial
at Stupp Coatings LLC.

The second mayoral contestant
is Olajimi “Jimi” Amos, a five-year

resident of Shadow Creek Ranch and

a process improvement manager for

the e-commerece site of big-box retailer
Sam’s Club. Amos received his MBA
from Emory University and volunteers
his time at the nonprofit Selfless4Africa.

Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem
Gary Moore is the second Pearland
incumbent facing re-election this May:.

Moore has been a Pearland resident
since 2004 and was elected to his first
term in 2014. Moore is a senior environ-
mental technologist for Dow Chemical
Corp. He has served on the board of
Keep Pearland Beautiful and as a Bra-
zoria County election judge.

“Pearland is the hometown I never
had,” Moore said. “I really enjoy giving
back to the community, and I hope I
get the opportunity to serve another
three years.”

Moore’s contestant is attorney
Jimmy Darnell Jones, a resident of west
Pearland who lives near the Silverlake
area. Jones is an attorney and retired
naval officer who served in the U.S.
Navy for 24 years, serving his last four
years in outreach positions before retir-
ing in 2016. He is the owner of Hous-
ton-based Professional Services Ltd.

Two open seats on the ballot include
the newly formed council Position No. 7
and council Position No. 5, which is cur-
rently held by Greg Hill. He announced
his resignation in January to campaign
for a county judgeship in 2018.

In Friendswood, two contested coun-
cil seats are on the ballot.

Council positions Nos. 2 and 5, which
are held by Billy Enochs and John
Scott, respectively, are on the ballot in
May. Enochs announced he would not

§ THEBALLOT BOX

The May general election is heating up in Pearland and
Friendswood. Here are the candidates who will appear

on the ballot.
D JR—

PEARLAND CITY COUNCIL

*The asterisk denotes the incumbent.

Mayor

Jimi Amos
Tom Reid*
Quentin Wiltz

Council Position No. 3
J. Darnell Jones
Gary Moore*

Council Position No. 5
J. David Little

Jude T.A. Smith

Council Position No. 7
G.C. Sonny Atkins

Terry Gray

Dalia Kasseb

Wood Owens

Sherry Stockwell

Bud Tollefsen

FRIENDSWOOD CITY COUNCIL

Council Position No. 2
Sally Harris Branson
Omar Peck

Council Position No. 5
David O’Farrell
John Scott*

SOURCE: CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, CITY OF PEARLAND/ COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

seek re-election this cycle and hopes
to run for Galveston County commis-
sioner in 2018.

Council Member Scott is running
for a third term on Friendswood City
Council. He was first elected in 2011
and ran for his first re-election in 2014.
If re-elected again, this would be his
last term on council due to term limits.
Scott grew up in Friendswood, was
in the U.S. Marines and has been a
resident for the last 22 years. He is the
president of Phoenix Industrial Tires.

“It’s still a tight-knit community
where everybody knows everybody,”
Scott said. “I want to run again for
people who want to hold government
accountable and want to keep things
the way they are.”

Scott’s challenger is David O’Farrell,

who is a Realtor at O’Farrell Realty Inc.

O’Farrell is the chairman of the city’s
planning and zoning commission. He
has been a member of the commission
for 10 years.

In Enoch’s place, Sally Harris

Branson and Omar Peck have filed for
the council Position No. 2 seat.
Branson is a financial advisor and
branch manager for Raymond James
Financial Services and is a nearly
30-year resident of Friendswood. She
is a member of the city’s planning and
zoning commission, where she has
served for nearly three years. Branson is
an at-large member of the Friendswood
ISD Education Foundation, the Friend-
swood Historical Society and the Galves-
ton County Historical Commission.
Omar Peck is a retired Friendswood
resident with 46 years of professional
experience in the engineering and con-
struction industry. He is a retired U.S.
Marine who serves as the president of
the Creekwood Estates Homeowners
Association, which he was elected to
in 2014. Although he has only lived in
Friendswood for the last three years, he
was a resident in 1973.

For more information, visit

communityimpact.com.

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?
We’re looking to speak with you.
Check out our open positions at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

A meaningful mission.
An unbeatable culture.
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(urbside textile, home goods recycling
to roll out in Pearland this spring

BY NORA OLABI

Pearland residents will have
another chance to be environmentally
friendly when the nonprofit Keep
Pearland Beautiful rolls out a curbside
recycling program in March.

All residents with existing munici-
pal recycling service will have access
to a curbside textile recycling pro-
gram through third-party contractor
Simple Recycling, who was awarded a
contract with Keep Pearland Beauti-
ful in February. Simple Recycling is
expected to begin its Pearland opera-
tions March 27.

“Our mission is to empower
Pearland citizens to take responsibil-
ity of their environment,” said Andrew
Miller, executive director at Keep
Pearland Beautiful. “We just want to
make it easy for the residents who
don’t already [donate] to just put it out
curbside.”

The nonprofit contracted with
Simple Recycling in an effort to further

divert trash from the landfill.

Residents will receive two orange
19-gallon plastic bags to place clothes
and other goods into as well as a
brochure about the curbside recycling
program a week before the program
debuts.

“We make it as easy to recycle this
material as it would be to throw it in
a trash [can] because all you’re doing
is throw[ing] it in a simple recycling
bag,” said Sonny Wilkins, the vice
president of municipal relations for
Simple Recycling.

On recycling day, which may differ
by residential subdivision, residents
can place their bags of clothes and
small home goods to be recycled near
the curb—not on top of the existing
green bins since another contractor
handles municipal recycling.

Simple Recycling will pick up
clothes in any condition, regardless of
how tattered or old they may be.

The curbside textile recycling

Allergies

holding you back?

Chiropractic can help relieve allergies, migraines,
back and neck pain, joint discomfort and more.
Let our licensed chiropractors relieve your aches
and pains in a way that works for everyday life.

29

Shadow Creek Ranch

(281) 205-0077

2810 Business Center Dr. #134
Pearland, TX 77584

WALK-INS WELCOME | NO INSURANCE NEEDED

Pearland Parkway

(346) 229-5810

2680 Pearland Pkwy., Suite #140
Pearland, TX 77581

Initial Visit

includes consultation, exam and adjustment

Clear Lake
(281) 823-9281

| OPEN EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

19431 Gatebrook Dr. #2
Webster, TX 77598

’&Y WHAT CAN | RECYCLE? % A&

International exporters

ACCESSORIES CURTAINS

BACKPACKS

()
BLANKETS SMALL HOME GOODS
COATS AND JACKETS (- SMALL APPLIANCES

o

?

Thrift stores

[\
15%  G&

Raw textile recyclers

2 1 B Pounds of textile waste annually in the U.S.

WHERE WILL IT GO?
\
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SOURCE: SIMPLE RECYCLING, EPA/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

program is at no cost to taxpayers,
according to Keep Pearland Beautiful
and Simple Recycling.

“We don’t charge the residents; we
don’t charge the municipality. It’s a

100 percent free program. We are com-

pensating [Keep Pearland Beautiful]
for the material that would normally
be thrown away. It really is a win-win
for everyone,” Wilkins said.

Simple Recycling sells the cloth-
ing and other goods it picks up to its
Houston thrift store partner Value
Village. Clothes and other items that
are not selected for resale will then go
to international exporters, who will
sift through the remaining goods that
can be sold overseas. The final tier is
raw textile recyclers who break down

League City

(281) 724-0088

1620 W. FM 646, Suite C
League City, TX 77573

*Offer valued at $39. Valid for new patients only. See clinic for chiropractor(s)' name and license info. Clinics managed and/or owned by franchisee or Prof. Corps. Restrictions may apply to Medicare eligible
patients. Individual results may vary. © 2016 The Joint Corp. All Rights Reserved

| VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

Landfill

clothes for their fabrics. Any remain-
ing items would be sent to a landfill.

Simple Recycling contracts for curb-
side textile recycling in about 50 cities
and municipalities across the country,
including about a dozen in Texas. The
company is active in the Dallas-Fort
Worth Metroplex, Austin and sev-
eral Greater Houston area locations,
including Sugar Land, Texas City and
Meadows Place.

Although Simple Recycling handles
small items, the bulk of its recycling
operations focuses on textiles.

About 8 percent of all landfill
waste—about 21 billion pounds—gen-
erated in the U.S. was textiles, accord-
ing to a November 2016 report from
the Environmental Protection Agency.

"JOI.

chiropractic
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EDUCATION

Pearland, Friendswood ISDs become districts of innovation

BY JAKE SNYDER

Friendswood ISD has joined the
ranks of nearly 80 school districts
across the state that have filed for a
district of innovation designation.

FISD Superintendent Trish Hanks
said the district of innovation desig-
nation allows for local administra-
tors and educators, who understand
the needs of the specific district, to
have control over specific circum-
stances.

“When you’re in a big state like
Texas with over 1,000 public school
districts all over the state, the cir-
cumstances just aren’t the same from
district to district,” Hanks said about
the new flexibility given to districts
through a district of innovation des-
ignation. “To try to make a rule that
would fit every one of their needs
just doesn’t even make sense.”

The FISD board of trustees voted
on final approval of the District
of Innovation plan at its February
meeting.

A district of innovation designa-
tion provides districts, which meet

certain performance requirements,
certain exemptions from the Texas
Education Code. School districts
must hold public hearings and sub-
mit their plan to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency to become a district of
innovation. The designation may not
last longer than five years.

Pearland ISD trustees approved
and sent a District of Innovation
plan to TEA in November.

“We hope this allows us to discard
unnecessary bureaucracy,” PISD
Superintendent John Kelly said.

One item that both PISD and
FISD included was the ability to set
their first day of classes, which law
currently dictates must begin on
the fourth Monday of August. The
new plan allows districts to exempt
themselves from the uniform start
date and adjust holiday breaks.

Trustees will still have final
approval authority over the school
calendar and calendar amendments.
But an exemption will allow for dif-
ferent calendar options, Hanks said.

Another exemption both districts

sought was the ability to control
student-teacher ratios. The TEA
currently mandates the student-
to-teacher ratio be 22-to-1 in all K-4
classrooms.

“I think a lot of teacher groups
across the state are worried that
boards could take advantage of that
and raise student-teacher ratios,”
Kelly said. “We’re taking a different
approach, asking, ‘What power does
District of Innovation give us to
make teachers’ lives or work condi-
tions better?’”

In previous years, school districts
would anticipate their classroom
needs and would request classroom
size waivers if they expected to go
over the 22-to-1 student-to-teacher
ratio. With district of innovation in
place, school districts expect they
will be unable to request waivers in
the future.

“I think most districts think the
same way we do,” Kelly said. “Lower
student-teacher ratios are beneficial.
Right now, our board has pushed very
hard to lower student-teacher ratios.”

ELEMENTS OF
BECOMING A DOI

¢ Local control: Districts decide
what exemptions best suit their
needs.

¢ Customization: Districts can
create an innovation plan fora
level of school, grade level or a
single campus.

¢ Autonomy: Submita plan
to TEA, but approval is not
required.

¢ Flexibility: Canseek
exemptions from the 90 percent
attendance rule, student
discipline provisions and more.

DOI EXEMPTIONS

Pearland ISD approved and Friendswood
ISD is set to vote on exemptions under their
District of Innovation plans. Here are a few
items slated for both districts:

¢ Teacher certification: Certify teachers
atthelocal level in order to teach
specialized classes.

¢ Uniform start date: School start date
approved by trustees.

¢ Class sizes: Can exceed 22-to-1 ratio for
students grades K-4.

¢ Minimum attendance requirements:
Develop rules for online course credit
that does not require attendance rules.

SOURCE: TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY, PEARLANDISD,
FRIENDSWOOD ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CELEBRATE EASTER
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E DUCATl O N N OTES News from Friendswood ISD and Pearland ISD

Races heat up for Pearland ISD trustee election
Three challengers, 3 incumbents in the running for May 6 election

HEANTANPAEIN Six candidates are

vying for three seats on the Pearland
ISD board of trustees in the run up to
the May 6 general election.

All three positions—along with
every trustee position in PISD—are
at-large positions, which represent
the entire district rather than a seg-
ment of the population.

Three positions are open, as
incumbents Charles Gooden Jr., Rusty
DeBorde and Pam Boegler will each
run for re-election. Gooden will run
unopposed for Position 1.

In Position 2, DeBorde—who has
been on the board since 2011—faces
challenger Mike Floyd, an 18-year-old
senior at Dawson High School. Floyd,
the son of Texas House District 29
candidate John Floyd, is the youngest
person to run for a trustee seat.

Pam Boegler is also up for re-elec-
tion. Boegler served on the board for
two three-year terms from 2010 to
2016. She was then appointed to Posi-
tion 3 following the death of longtime

If you experience...
Varicose Veins or B

Leg Ulcers or Sores
Leg Heaviness & Fatig

We Can Help!

Non-surgical treat
Covered by most insur

Located at 8619 W Broadway St #105, Pearland, TX 7758

CALL 281-949-6020 TO SCHE

trustee Virgil Gant in July.

Boegler’s position becomes open
following her appointment to serve
until the upcoming trustee election.
The winner of the election for Position
3 will serve a one-year term in order to
fill the remainder of Gant’s three-year
term, according to district officials.

Boegler will square off against a
pair of challengers, Trevor Hale and
Al Lloyd.

Hale is a professor of management
science at University of Houston
Downtown, and Lloyd is an educator.

PISD TRUSTEE ELECTIONS

* Charles Gooden Jr.*

* Rusty DeBorde* « Mike Floyd

* Pam Boegler* « Trevor Hale * Al Lloyd
*The asterisk denotes the incumbent.
SOURCE: PEARLAND ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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FISD sets timeline for superintendent search
Board of trustees plans to recommend finalist in early June

EUENRIelelsRSR With the retire-

ment of Friendswood ISD Superin-
tendent Trish Hanks at the end of
the 2016-17 school year, the FISD
board of trustees has started its
search for Hanks’ replacement.

“Hanks is retiring, and we wish
her the best,” FISD board of trust-
ees President Rebecca Hillenburg
said in a statement. “The plans
that must go forward are working
to find the next superintendent for
Friendswood ISD.”

In February, Trustees approved the
selection of Executive Search Ser-
vices—part of the Texas Association
of School Boards—to lead the search.

TASB will also direct a survey to
community members through the
FISD website, allowing faculty, staff
and parents to express their own
ideas for the search. The search
firm will host community meetings
March 22 and 23 to gather input,
according to district officials.

The board is now slated to meet with
TASB on March 29 to compile a list of
qualities and characteristics desirable
for the position. The deadline for can-
didate applications is April 17.

Following the application deadline,
interviews will be scheduled, though
due to confidentiality agreements,
interviewed candidates will not be
named.

According to district officials, the
search will then be narrowed with
the expectation for the board to rec-
ommend a finalist by the first week
of June. The board will then vote on
the finalist near the end of June.

MEETINGS

Pearland ISD

PISD Educational Support Center
March 21 at6:45 p.m.

1928 N. Main St., Pearland
Friendswood ISD

FISD Administration Building
April 10at 5:45 p.m.

302 Laurel Drive, Friendswood
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A proud franchisee of The Groutsmith  Now serving all of Fort Bend County!

Tile and Grout Cleaning, Restoration and Repair in Your Home or Business

< gRTY GROUT!

All In Meal Plan - One Week for $125

Includes 5 breakfast, 5 lunch and 5 dinner meals.

Let Us Cater For You And Your Family This Easter!

Please Contact For More Details

CALL 713.724.8132 for a FREE estimate and demo | F.

wngarﬂlﬁ'ﬁ @Smg ' '~A e, Ci@houstongroutsmith.com © houstongroutsmith.com .
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ClTY & COU NTY News from Pearland

Pearland (ity Council approves infrastructure
upgrades in mixed-use development Ivy DIStI‘I(t

COMPILED BY NORA OLABI

First Pearland liquor store could open months
after voters overturn city alcohol restriction

The Ivy District, a 50 acre
mixed-use development at Beltway 8

and Hwy. 288, is slowly becoming a
reality after City Council approved of
road development projects on Feb. 27.

“It’s a good project and a good
partnership with American Modern
Green,” said Matt Buchanan, president
of the Pearland Economic Development
Corporation.

City Council approved an agreement
with American Modern Green, the Ivy
District developer, to extend South
Spectrum Boulevard from Hwy. 288 to
Kirby Drive as well as an extension of
Promenade Shops Drive.

American Modern Green will finance
the $3 million extension of South
Spectrum Boulevard to Hwy. 288 and
Promenade Shops Drive.

The Lower Kirby Pearland Manage-
ment District and Pearland Municipal
Management District No. 1, are respon-
sible for the $5.76 million extension of
South Spectrum Boulevard to Kirby.

The $300 million Ivy District is the center-
piece of the Lower Kirby Urban District.

The developer will contribute $1 mil-
lion to the Kirby extension. If the dis-
tricts are unable to secure financing on
their own, the city and the PEDC will
pre-finance on behalf of the districts
and be reimbursed when the districts’
tax bases are sufficient.

The extensions also include land-
scaping, lighting, drainage and other
road infrastructure improvements. The
projects are in the platting phase.

The Ivy District will include townho-

mes, retail and restaurant space, hotels,

office buildings and green space.
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Months after Pearland resi-
dents voted to overturn a ban on liquor
stores within city limits, the first store is
up for a permit to open its doors.

Hiren Patel applied for a permit to
open a 1,500-square-foot store called
Liquor Zone on 1.57 acres off W. Broad-
way Street and Manvel Road near a
Food Town grocery store.

Pearland planning and zoning com-
missioners recommended the permit
for approval to city council on Feb. 20.

“It would be a great convenience for
the customers. Now, they have to drive
outside the city [of Pearland] to get
liquor. Opening the store in the city will
increase the revenue for the city,” Patel
said. “Hopefully it will be good for the
city of Pearland and for us as a small
business owner.”

Council members voiced their sup-
port for the liquor store and the site’s
location away from residential use.

“I think it’s a perfect location for
this kind of use. [The local option

WELCOMING DR. CLAUDIA MAKHOUL

chadist

ot chim

election] was approved by the voters,
so I approve this use,” said Pearland
council member Trent Perez.

The council will vote on whether
to approve the liquor store permit at
a later meeting. Pearland requires all
liquor store permits to go through a
more rigorous process for approval.

Pearland residents voted in Novem-
ber to loosen alcohol restrictions for
off-premises consumption only.
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W. BROADWAY ST.

MEETINGS

Pearland City Council meets on the
second and fourth Monday of each
month, 6:30 p.m. www.pearlandtx.gov/
government/agendas/city-council

Friendswood City Council meets on the

first Friday of each month, 4:30 p.m.
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

SCHEDULE
TODAY

Houston Methodist Primary Care Group is pleased to welcome
Dr. Claudia Makhoul to our Pearland location. Whether you need a
routine physical exam or follow-up care for a chronic medical condition,
we offer same-day appointments.

Schedule today, visit
houstonmethodist.org/pcg/pearland
or call 713.394.6638.

HOUSTON

Methalist

COMPREHENSIVE

CARE CENTER
8520 W. Broadway St., Suite 200 | Pearland, TX 77584
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Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature

State Rep. Isaaclooks to close
curtains on Daylight Saving Time

BY BRETT THORNE

State Rep. Jason Isaac, R-Dripping Springs, has
proposed legislation that would put an end to the
biannual practice of setting clocks forward and
backward known as Daylight Saving Time.

“Imagine that it’s 2017, and lawmakers have for
the first time proposed arbitrarily changing our
clocks twice a year. They would be publicly ridi-
culed,” Isaac said in a news release. “The fact is,
Daylight Saving Time is an antiquated regulation
that no longer serves our state’s needs.”

Isaac called Daylight Saving Time “an annoyance
at best and a burden to our state at worst.”

If approved by the House and Senate, the legis-
lation would take effect Nov. 5, which is Daylight
Saving Time.

Texas would then join portions of Arizona and
Hawaii as the other U.S. states that do not recognize
Daylight Saving Time.

As an impetus for the legislation, Isaac cited stud-
ies indicating Daylight Saving Time leads to more
car accidents and heart attacks, as well as conse-
quences such as lost productivity at work, school
and elsewhere stemming from fatigue, decreased
alertness, decreased motivation and tardiness.

A 2016 study from the American Academy of Neu-
rology found that the rate of a specific type of stroke
was 8 percent higher for two days following Daylight
Saving Time than other days of the year.

The study also found that people with cancer were
25 percent more likely to have a stroke within the
two days following a Daylight Saving Time. People
65 and older were 20 percent more likely to have a
stroke during that period.

A 2012 study at the University of Alabama-Bir-
mingham found a 10 increase in heart attacks
during the two days following Daylight Saving Time.

Researchers suspect disruption of the circadian
rhythm—also known as the internal body clock—
may be partially to blame.

According to the legislation text, the entire state—
including the portions using Central Standard Time
and Mountain Standard Time as the official standard

time—would opt out of Daylight Saving Time.

Rep. Dan Flynn, R-Canton, filed HB 150, which
also would have abolished Daylight Saving Time.

During that session, legislators voiced concerns
ranging from children’s safety to potential conflicts
between football games and church services.

If clocks were permanently set back one hour,
Sunday football games that normally start at noon
would begin at 11 a.m., when many church are still
holding services.

“I don’t want to miss church, and I don’t want to
miss the Cowboys,” Rep. Rafael Anchia, D-Dallas,
said, according to multiple news outlets. “So what
am I supposed to do?”

HB 150 was ultimately voted down 56-79 in the
House during the 84th Legislative Session, but Isaac
said he believes it is time for Texas to move forward
from Daylight Saving Time.

“In Texas, all state agencies go through a ‘sun-
set review’ process in which they have to prove
their worth to the taxpayers who fund them—or be
abolished,” Isaac said in a statement. “Outdated reg-
ulations should have to do the same. It’s time to let
the sun set on Daylight Saving Time.”

BY "1T'H E

Although researchers agree more
analysis is needed, studies have
linked Daylight Saving Time to

In 1916, Germany became the
first country to adopt Daylight
Saving Time.
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Daylight Saving Time was first
codified in law with the Uniform

Time Actof 1966.

increasein
heart attack
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IfHB 2400 is approved, Daylight
Saving Time would end Nov 5.

higher rate
of stroke

Daylight Saving Time takes place the
second Sunday of March
each year and the first Sunday of
November each year.

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, American Academy of Neurology,
University of Alabama-Birmingham and timeanddate.com/Community Impact
Newspaper

NEWS AND NOTES L1
FROM THE CAPITOL TRIBUNE

Community Impact Newspaperand The Texas Tribune have
established a partnership to share essential updates during
the 85th legislative session. The Texas Tribuneis a nonprofit,
nonpartisan media organization that informs Texans and
engages with them about public policy, politics, government
and statewide issues. Learn more at texastribune.org.

Property tax reform

+ OnMarch 14, the Senate Finance Committee took
up Senate Bill 2, which would limit the growth rate of
property taxes across the state. Similar property tax
reform legislation has been proposed in the Texas House.

The “bathroom bill”

* On March 14, the full Texas Senate was expected to take
up Senate Bill 6, known as the “bathroom bill.” SB 6 would
require people to use the bathroom in public schools,
government buildings and public universities that matches
their “biological sex.” The legislation would also reverse
local ordinances that let transgender people use the
bathroom that corresponds with their gender identity.

Budget update

« State Rep. John Zerwas, the Texas House’s chief budget
writer, has filed House Concurrent Resolution 108, which
would pave the way for lawmakers to claw back billions of
dollars that voters approved for state highways.

Bill on inappropriate teacher-student relationships

* School principals and superintendents who fail to report
teachers involved in inappropriate relationships with
students could face criminal charges under Senate Bill 7,
which passed unanimously in the Texas Senate.

Public education

+ The top public education policymaker in the Texas House
unveiled a $1.6 billion plan that he described as a first step
to overhauling the state’s beleaguered school funding
system. In the Senate, lawmakers will soon take up a bill
that would create two programs subsidizing families’
private school tuition and homeschooling expenses.

Car sales legislation

* Inefforts that could help Texas be more friendly to Tesla’s
business model, a pair of recently filed bills would allow
any vehicle manufacturer to sell directly to Texans—
bypassing the middleman dealers.

Free tuition program for veterans

+ Thestage is set for another debate about the cost of a
program that provides free tuition to children of military
veterans. New legislation would shrink the number of
students who qualify for the Hazlewood program.

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

DISCOVERLOCAL NEWS
BEFORE IT’S IN PRINT.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE
EMAIL NEWSLETTER!

COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/NEWSLETTER

COMMUNITY
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m Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo

The annual event returns to Houston
with a lineup of live music, riding
competitions, food and exhibits. A
full list of musical performers can be
found online. Since its inception, the
HLSR has committed more than
$430 million to various educational
youth programs. Times and prices
vary. NRG Park, 1 NRG Park, Houston.
832-667-1000.
www.rodeohouston.com

‘The Odd Couple’
The Pearl Theater presents the Tony
Award-winning classic play that was
made into a classic movie and a classic TV
show. Recently divorced neat freak Felix
Unger moves in with his friend, longtime
divorced sportswriter and proud slob
Oscar Madison. 8 p.m. (Fri., Sat.),
3 p.m. (Sun.). $14 (students, seniors), $16
(adults). The Pearl Theater, 14803 Park
Almeda Drive, Houston. 832-459-4674.
www.pearl-theater.com
m Paws in the Park

Presented by Westside
Veterinary Hospital, the 23rd annual event
begins with the H-E-B Pet and Owner Fun
Run. Italsoincludes a 1K, 3K and 5K,
followed by the national Dock Diving
competition, pet exhibitors, food vendors
and demonstrations. 8 a.m. (fun run),
10 a.m.-4 p.m. (activities). Free
(admission). Independence Park, 3919
Liberty Drive, Pearland. 281-412-8900.
www.pearlandtx.gov/paws

Spring Fling

m Hosted by Primrose School

of Pearland, the event includes food,
games, themed raffle baskets, a silent
auction, community helpers and
vendor booths. All proceeds benefit
Pearland Neighborhood Center and
Primrose Children’s Foundation.

4-7 p.m. Free (@dmission). Primrose
School of Pearland, 2350 CR 94,
Pearland. 713-436-4120.
www.primrosepearland.com

Pearland / Friendswood edition « March 2017
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Tomball German Heritage Festival
The German roots of Tomball come
alive for three days during the annual
festival. Three city blocks are filled
with live German music, over 175
vendors, four music stages, street
performers, a carnival and children’s
play area. 6-10 p.m. (Fri.), 10a.m.-

10 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sun.).
Free. Tomball Historic Depot Plaza,
201 S. Elm St., Tomball. 281-379-6844.
www.tomballgermanfest.org

APRIL
Bunny Trail Market

n Hosted by the Pearland Small

Business Saturday Craft Show, the event
features local vendors with a wide variety
of handcrafted items for sale, food,
entertainment, the Easter Bunny and free
Easter eggs. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free (admis-
sion). 4201 W. Broadway St., Pearland.
832-643-8742.
www.pearlandsmallbusinessaturday.org
n Don’t Mess with Texas Spring
Litter Cleanup
Keep Pearland Beautiful hosts two com-
munity cleanups every year. On this date,
volunteers across Pearland clean adopt-
a-spots (up to 72 miles of roads, parks
and schools in Pearland). Participants can
enjoy breakfast then pick up supplies for
the event. Registration is required. 7:30-
9 a.m. (breakfast, pick up supplies). Free.
Stella Roberts Recycling Center, 5800
Magnolia St., Pearland. 281-489-2795.
www.keeppearlandbeautiful.org
B Houston Metro Chamber of
Commerce golf tournament
The 28th annual event includes a shotgun
start, hole in one contest for a car, long
drive cannon, dinner, a silent auction
and networking. Noon (check-in), 1
p.m. (start). $175 (individuals), $600
(foursome); sponsorships are available.
Pearland Golf Club, 3123 Flower Field
Lane, Pearland. 713-666-1521.
www.houstonmetropolitanchamber.biz
Spring Sparkle

B The city of Friendswood hosts the
communitywide cleanup event, which

includes donating or getting rid of items
for shredding and garage sales, as well as

COURTESY CITY OF TOMBALL

FEATURED EVENT

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER

The Red Hat Literacy Luncheon
The Adult Reading Center’s 14th annual event is the organization’s main
fundraiser for its adult literacy, GED and citizenship programs. There is

araffle and silent auction. Last year’s event attracted more than 500 attendees and
raised about $67,000. The Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation has agreed to
a $10,000 dollar-for-dollar match for Celebrity Waiter Tips raised at the event. 10:30
a.m.-1 p.m. $60. Pearland Knights of Columbus Hall, 2320 Hatfield Road, Pearland.

281-485-1000. www.adultreadingcenter.org

wildlife rehabilitation. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.
Centennial Park, 2200 S. Friendswood
Drive, Friendswood. 281-996-3200.
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us/spring-sparkle
m Candidate forum: city of
Pearland May election
The Pearland Chamber of Commerce and
The Pearland Police Officers Association
co-host the forum to educate the public
onissues, allow face-to-face comparisons
of the candidates and their positions, and

stimulate and increase voter interest and
participation in the election. The forumis

moderated by Judge Gordon Starkenburg.

6-8 p.m. Free. Barry Miller Junior High
School, 3301 Manvel Road, Pearland.
281-485-3634.
www.pearlandtexaschamber.us
m Easter Egg Hunt

First Baptist Church of
Pearland’s second annual event features
an Easter egg hunt with over 10,000
eggs and activities for toddlers through
sixth-graders. After the hunt, local food
trucks are available for lunch. 10:30 a.m.
Free. First Baptist Church Pearland, 3005
Pearland Parkway, Pearland.
281-997-9000. www.fbcpearland.org
m ‘The Space Ball’ charity

fundraiser
The Chance for Hope Foundation hosts
the benefit event to raise funds for the
pediatric cancer charity. The evening
features entertainment from The Space
Rockers, a live auction and a raffle. The
mission of the Pearland-based Chance
for Hope Foundation is to provide sup-
port services for children with cancer
and their families, funding for pediatric
cancer research and treatment, and

educational resources to the general
public regarding pediatric cancer.

7:30-11 p.m. $125 (general admission);
sponsorships are available. The Redneck
Country Club, 11110 W. Airport Blvd.,
Stafford.
www.chanceforhopefoundation.org
m Pearland ISD job fair

The eventis open to individ-
uals who would like to work at Pearland
ISD. No registration is required. Par-
ticipants should bring copies of their
resume because interviews and job
offers happen during the fair. 9 a.m.-
noon. Free. Pearland High School,

3775 S. Main St., Pearland.
281-485-3203.

www.pearlandisd.org
m Pomona’s Ultimate

Block Party
The event, which is hosted by Pomona’s
lifesyle manager First Service Residen-
tial, includes music, food trucks, fishing,
bubble soccer, backyard games and
face painters. Free kites are handed out
to the first 500 children. Pomonais a
1,000-acre residential community that
broke ground in 2014. 3-7 p.m. Free.
Pomona, 4714 Croix Parkway, Manvel.
www.pomonabyhillwood.com

ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit Pearland/
Friendswood events at
communityimpact.com/events.

Event organizers can submit local
events online to be considered for
the print edition. Submitting details
for consideration does not guarantee
publication.
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BEAZER HOMES GET MORE IN A NEW HOME

Waterview Homesites in Pearland!

New energy-efficient homes
from the $250s

Visit Southern Oaks, an enclave community near
the Pearland Town Center. Find your dream home
today and you'll enjoy comfortable living near
everything you love.

e Central amenity lake, playground and Oak Tree park
e Great schools in Alvin ISD including Shadow

Creek High
® Explore Beazer's exclusive Choice Plans™

allowing you to personalize your home’s layout

for no additional cost

Southern Oaks

12806 Oak Falls Dr., Pearland, TX 77583 vorrer O oices EnERGIORE oy Cheice Plans
For more information, call: 281-616-5115 Learn more about the Beazer difference at beazer.com
BZH | —
@ *Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. © 2017 Beazer Homes. 2/11 137456
arewne NYSE. -7/ |PARTNER
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Friday, April 14 ¢ 6:30PM
Sunday, April 16 ¢ 8, 9:30 & 11AM

Wednesdqy, April 12 - Friday, Apfil ‘|4
Wednesday & Thursday « T0AM-9PM
Friday « T0AM-5PM
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Second Baptist Church ¢ South Campus * 12008 Shadow Creek Parkway ¢ second.org
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Trish Hanks leaves lasting
legacy at Friendswood ISD

Superintendent retires after 40 years in education

riendswood ISD Superintendent

Trish Hanks said she did not
intend to be an educator. Instead, she
first set out to be a speech pathologist
at a private clinic before getting into
public education four decades ago.

“I was getting married so I decided
not to do that,” Hanks said about
becoming a speech pathologist. “I
took a job in a public school, kind
of as a default until we got married
and decided where we were going to
settle. Then, I was going to get my
master’s and go to work in a clinic.”

Hanks, a Galveston County native,
said once she began working in public
schools, however, she quickly found
out her calling was in education.

“That first year, special educa-
tion was just beginning in public
schools,” Hanks said. “Teachers
didn’t know how to handle some of
these kids. I had a lot of really good
training for that. That first year of
working in schools, I realized that’s
where I was really being called.”

Since then, Hanks has put together
a resume that spans 40 years, two
school districts and several titles,
including counselor, teacher, assistant
superintendent and superintendent.

Following an eight-year stint at
Texas City ISD, Hanks moved to
Friendswood to become a special
education teacher at Friendswood
High School. Over the next 17 years,
she served several roles before
becoming superintendent in 2002.

FISD board of trustees President
Rebecca Hillenburg said 15 years is
not an accomplishment that should

More than

1.7 Million

be taken lightly.

“The average longevity of a super-
intendent is somewhere around three
years,” Hillenburg said. “To think
that she has been here five times that
in the role of superintendent has
allowed us to push ourselves forward
not only on a state level but on the
national level.”

Since then, she has steered FISD
in the direction of the future, focus-
ing on technology and a stronger
understanding of what is happening
outside of Friendswood.

“One word sort of sums up Trish:
excellent,” Hillenburg said. “She has
brought a confidence level to Friend-
swood ISD that we could always
reach excellence. Her leadership
has really developed that sense of
excellence in our community and in
our schools.”

Preparing students for the future is
what FISD trustee Tony Hopkins said
he will remember as part of Hanks’
legacy.

“She’s leaving the district in phe-
nomenal shape—academically, finan-
cially and just all-around,” Hopkins
said. “What we’ve well known has
been one of the top districts in the
state, she’s only improved it over her
15 years and made our job as a school
board much easier.”

With the end of the school year a
few short months away, Hanks said
she is looking forward to some rest,
relaxation and family time with her
grandchildren.

“I have never not worked, so I’'m
not really sure [what is next],” Hanks

Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION NOW MORE THAN 1.7 MILLION,
MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
THAN ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.
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Trish Hanks spent eight years as an educator at Texas City ISD before joining Friendswood
ISD in the ’80s . Hanks has served as the superintendent for the last 15 years.

said. “I have four little grandchildren
that I want to spend more time with.
I want work to fit into my life, rather
than my life fit around my work.”

As Hanks transitions into retire-
ment, the school district is searching
for a new superintendent. Although
the school board is ready to find
another superintendent to lead the
district, Hopkins said it will be sad to
see FISD’s longtime superintendent
depart.

“The Friendswood ISD motto is,
‘Leading to achieve excellence,’”
Hopkins said. “I think there is no
one that epitomizes that motto better
than Trish Hanks.”

40 32 15

Yearsin Years Ygars as
education at FISD superintendent

Community leadership positions:

President, State Academic Decathlon
Board

Executive Committee for Texas
Association of School Administrators
Region IV Executive Advisory
Committee

Friendswood Rotary

Education Advisory Committee of Bay
Area Houston Economic Partnership
City of Friendswood Economic
Development Council

Urban

Coyote Boutique

(Across from Green Tee)

Women'’s Fashion in Size XS-3X % Brighton Jewelry & Gifts
Bring in this ad for 20% off a single item.

2540 E. Broadway, Ste. D Pearland, TX 77581
713-443-1013 Tuesday - Saturday 10AM-6PM




A noncomprehensive guide to youth summer camps in Pearland and Friendswood

SUMMER >”
CAMP GUIDE

COMPILED BY JAKE SNYDER DESIGNED BY CATHY CHEDRAWI

Summertime is a chance for children to explore, learn new school skills, harness their

imagination and, most importantly, have fun. Check out our noncomprehensive guide

to local youth summer camps across the Pearland and Friendswood areas.

Ages: 5-16 (chess), 7-16 (video game
creation)

Cost: $275-$510, weekly

Dates: July 31-Aug. 4

Several camps are available, including chess
and a variety of video game creation pro-
grams. Campers follow a custom curriculum
and using coding software, they are given
the opportunity to create a video game of
their own. Parents are invited on the last
day to observe a class and see their child’s
creation.

Tottenberry’s
7302 W. Broadway St., Pearland
281-257-0078
www.activelearningcamps.com

Ages: 5-12
Cost: $135-$200, weekly
Dates: June-August (weekly)

The annual summer camp allows children
to play and create models with Legos and
the camp’s own specially designed bricks.
Camps are divided into two age groups.
Children make unique projects that explore
engineering, architecture, robotics and
animation movie-making. Camps are
hosted at five locations in the Pearland area:
Pearland Parks and Recreation Department,
First United Methodist Church, St. Andrew’s
Academy, Shepherd of the Heart United
Methodist Church and Lake Jackson Parks
and Recreation Department.

Five locations

832-350-8645
www.bricks4kidz.com/pearland

Ages: 7-16
Cost: $350, weekly
Dates: June 5-Aug. 4

Three different camp options are available—
Minecraft Hackathon, Beginning JavaScript
and Game Developers’ Club—in which
campers learn different functionalities of
computer programing and gaming.

12810 W. Broadway St., Ste. 160, Pearland
855-446-4652
www.codeninjas.com

1. Consider whether your child would
enjoy a specialty camp.

“It’s important to know a child’s personality
and identify what camp programs will
benefit him or her most,” said the American
Camp Association website.

@

Ages: 6 and older

Cost: $300, weekly

Dates: June 8-Aug. 22 (overall); each pro-
gram has a specific date range

Two-day camps include hours of horseback
riding, games, crafts and making horse
treats. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Second-day activities
include parent show-off during the final hour
of camp. Registration can be done online, by
phone or in person. Eight camps are avail-
able throughout the summer.

1908 E. Broadway St., Pearland
281-996-1515
www.baectx.com

Ages: 4 and older

Cost: varies based on camp selection
Dates: May 30-Aug. 18; each program has a
specific date range

Campers learn multidisciplinary techniques
from a variety of martial arts, including

Download a PDF of this guide at www.communityimpact.com/guides-gallery

24

karate, jiujitsu and kickboxing. Each weekly
camp runs from 6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and
includes daily field trips, such as roller skat-
ing, swimming and movies. Preregistration
before April 1 includes a discounted rate.

3350 Manvel Road, Ste. A, Pearland
281-997-9500
www.bushiban.com

1625 Friendswood Lakes Blvd., Friendswood
281-482-8000
www.bushiban.com

Ages: 4-12
Cost: $60-$215, weekly
Dates: June 5-Aug. 11

Two-day camps including hours of horse
back riding, games, crafts and making horse
treats. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Second day includes
parent show-off during final hour of came.
Registration can be done online, by phone
orin person. Eight camps are available
throughout the summer.

2530 Garden Road, Ste. I, Pearland
281-412-3350
www.reflexgymnasticsacademy.com

2. Select a camp based on your
child’s interests.

Dr. Heather Domjan, interim
executive director of the University of
Houston STEM Center, said summer camps
can help both academically and with
socialization. “It’s important for students’
interests to be matched in order for them to
excel,” she said. “But it’s a chance for them to
try something out on a short-term basis.”

Ages: 2-14
Cost: $110-$185, weekly
Dates: May 30-Aug. 11

Weekly art camps allow children to create
art projects in a variety of mediums, such

as paint, papier-mache, clay and drawing.
Projects are based on a different theme each
week; for example, during “Around the world
in five days,” children draw inspiration from
different countries on a variety of projects.

Camps for children ages 2-4 take place from
9-10 a.m., with camps for those age 5 and
older running from 9 a.m.-noon. Snacks

are provided, and registration is required in
advance.

2975 Kingsley Drive, Ste. 137, Pearland
832-295-9099
www.creativeedgeartstudio.com

Ages: 3-16

Cost: $125, weekly

Dates: June 5-July 27 (overall); each program
has a specific date range

Campers learn to sing, dance and perform
popular songs and routines. The camps
include themes, such as “Trolls,” “Beauty
and the Beast” and “Moana,” where campers
learn vocal parts and choreography from the
popular movies. Two separate classes are
available for the weekly camps at9-11a.m.
and 1-3 p.m., along with a night class from
6-7 p.m. Registration is available online.

607 S. Friendswood Drive., Ste. 17, Friendswood
832-693-5040
www.popstarperformers.com

Ages: 5 and older

Cost: $35 per day; $160 per week
Dates: June 5-July 10-26 (overall); each
program has a specific date range

Campers complete a different art project—
plaster painting, ceramics, canvas, sand art,
mosaics, stepping stones and kids Pilates—
every day during weekly camps. Sessions
can be purchased in single days or for the full
three-day camp. Camps run from 10a.m. to
1 p.m. and snacks are provided.

607 S. Friendswood Drive., Ste. 13,
Friendswood

832-569-4694
www.kidcreations4me.com

Ages: 6-13

Cost: $140-$240, weekly

Dates: June 1-Aug. 15 (overall); each pro-
gram has a specific date range

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com



Creative Edge Art Studio

oo
o
=
5
&=
S
=
2
o
=
I3
5
I}
s}

Camps feature indoor and outdoor ac-
tivities, including arts and crafts, nature
studies, scavenger hunts, swimming and
multiple sports. There are six sessions

that involve various field trips, including
Galveston’s Pleasure Pier, Moody Gardens
and Schlitterbahn. Camps run from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. with extended child care hours: 7-9
a.m. and 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Registration is
on afirst-come, first-served basis, begin-
ning April 10 for Friendswood residents and
April 24 for nonresidents.

910S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood
281-996-3220
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us

3. Find out if your child would
prefer a structured or
unstructured camp.

Some children, especially when away from
home, can benefit from a more structured
program with a set schedule. “Consistent
routines and rules help create order,”
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s guide, “Essentials
for Parenting Toddlers and Preschoolers”.
“Things go more smoothly when you and
your child know what to expect.”

Little Gym of Friendswood
Ages: 3-8

Cost: $30-$140, weekly
Dates: June 5-Aug. 10

The gym offers three-hour camps through-
out the summer where campers explore the
gym, play games and participate in arts and
crafts. Camps are Monday-Thursday. Mis-
sions or quests challenged are completed

City of Friendswood summer camp

each day, based on different themes such
as “Pirate ship,” “Hawaiian hide-and-seek”
and “Race to outer space.” Options for
sibling discounts and camp packages are
available, as well as single-day or full-week
packages.

400 W. Parkwood Ave., Ste. 108, Friendswood
281-482-4242
www.thelittlegym.com

Little Gym of Pearland

Ages: 3-12

Cost: $24.80-%$40 per camp session, daily
Dates: June 5-Aug. 18

Camps feature physical activity, games, and
arts and crafts. Each week has a different
theme, including “Animal adventure,” “Prin-
cess” and “Super heroes.” Sibling discounts
and camp packages are available. There

are two separate camp options: skill thrill
camps—which include skill-building for
campers ages 5-12—and super kid camps
for campers ages 3-10, which includes a
Lego building session, and craft and snack
time.

9607 Broadway St., Ste. 105, Pearland
713-340-0042
www.thelittlegym.com

Vic Coppinger Family YMCA

Ages: 5-15

Cost: $150-$205, weekly

Dates: May 30-Aug. 18 (overall); each
program has a specific date range

Weekly day camps run 6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
There is a youth camp for younger children
that features various activities and crafts,
and a teen camp for those ages 12 and
older that focuses on leadership training

CCOURTESY CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD

Popstar Performers

and group exercises. Campers attend field
trips once a week—such as the circus or the
zoo—and trips to a swimming pool two to
three times weekly.

2700 YMCA Drive, Pearland
281-485-6805
www.ymcahouston.org/vic-coppinger

4. Factor in how how comfortable
your child is in social situations.

“It’s more the social learning
aspect. Play is a fundamental portion of
development,” said Dr. Nedra Washington,
program coordinator for the University of
North Texas at Dallas Child Development
and Family Studies program. “Children
are able to learn rules, learn how to
communicate, choose new friends and learn
different cultures.”

RELIGIOUS

The Harbor (formerly known as
Friendswood Community Church)
Ages: first-sixth grades

Cost: $260, weekly

Dates: July 31-Aug. 4

Campers participate in indoor and outdoor
activities under the guidance of college-age
counselors. Activities include laser tag,
archery training, obstacle courses and a
fashion show. Scholarships are available.

2821 W. Parkwood Avenue, Friendswood
281-388-3500
www.theharbor.life

CCOURTESY POP

Kid Creations
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First United Methodist Church Pearland
Ages: second-12th grades

Cost: $400, weekly

Dates: June 12-16 (vacation Bible school)
June 18-23 (Lakeview Summer Camp)

Avariety of weekly camps are available, in-
cluding vacation Bible school and Lakeview
Summer Camp—in which campers engage
in faith-based activities on over 1,300 acres
of land. The overnight camp is held just
outside Palestine, Texas.

2314 N. Grand Blvd., Pearland
281-485-1466
www.fumcpearland.org

Epiphany Lutheran
Ages: 3-10

Cost: TBA

Dates: June 12-16

Children are invited to participate in a four-
day vacation bible school. Registration
lasts until April 23, with options for online
registration and in-person sign ups.

5515 Broadway St., Pearland
281-485-7833
www.shiningthelight.org

5. All camps are not created equal:
What kind of certifications or
training do staff members receive?

Domijan said parents should look for
transparency from camps. “How is the staff
hired or screened? With students who may
need (medication), how is that handled?
What is that daily schedule? Are the
administrators upfront?”

gve @ story

We're looking to hear from you. Contact our newsroom with the inside
scoop on the latest business opening, upcoming events, or questions about
commerce, roads, development and schools. You could see your idea in print!
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O TEXAS CYCLONE

The Texas Gulf Coast is vulnerable to storms during the hurricane
season. Planning ahead for a storm could save time and lives.

EVACUATION ROUTES When officials make the tough decision

to call for evacuations, residents will be

FOR PEARLAND AND FRIENDSWOOD evacuated by ZIP code or ZIP Zones.

77581

77584 77546N
77578

77546S

Map not to scale ®

ZIP Zone
Coastal

ZIP Zone A

ZIP Zone B

ZIP ZoneC

Evacuation
route

Evacuation
highways

State highways

CHASING THE STORM NOAA rates hurricanes in five categories on

the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.

Category Wind Speed Damage

Catastrophic damage to homes and roofs with

4 130-156 mph X
long-lasting power outages
3 111-129 mph Devastating damage to homes and roofs with
total power loss
Extensive damage to homes, major roof damage
2 96-110 mph . ! o
and near-total power loss
1 74-95 mph Some damage to homes, roofs and power lines

Ask the

CONTINUED FROM 1

in 2008, wreaking $29.5 billion worth
of damage on the Gulf Coast with its
high storm surge and sustained winds,
according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

Ike may be in the rearview mirror, but
cities and counties are planning around
the fact that thousands of new residents
from out of state may have no experi-
ence with emergency evacuations and
hurricane preparedness.

“It is never too early [to prepare],” said
Galveston County Judge Mark Henry,
who is also the county’s top disaster offi-
cial. “We think everyone regardless of
where you are should pay attention.”

PREPARING FORA STORM

Pearland has quickly grown from
a small town with strong agricultural
roots to a bustling urban center. In the
next five years alone, the city plans to
spend more than $545 million on capital
improvements, according to Pearland’s
20172021 Capital Improvement Plan, to
keep up with a growing population.

“The city is growing very fast,” Port-
man said. “A lot of people can tell you
how to deal with an earthquake, ice
storm or snow 10-feet deep because of
where they transferred from. But they
really have no knowledge or under-
standing of tropical systems. That is a big
part when it comes to public education.”

In Brazoria County alone, more than
4,000 residents moved in from another
state and an additional 1,200 moved in
from another country, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010-14 county
migration flows. Many of those resi-
dents have been drawn to new devel-
opments in northern Brazoria County,
including Pearland.

And in Galveston County, nearly
7,000 residents moved in from out of
state or abroad between 2010 and 2014,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Portman is a retired Texas City fire
captain and, most recently, a master

continuity practitioner for the city of
Houston’s Office of Emergency Manage-
ment. Prior to Portman’s hire, the city
fire marshal was also the acting emer-
gency manager for the three-county
Pearland area.

Coming into a newly created position,
Portman’s priorities include boosting
public awareness, increasing resident
registration for emergency notifications,
identifying key employees and functions
for continuity of government, formal-
izing emergency management policies
departmentwide, continued training
and exercises for key city employees
and emergency medical personnel, and
potential technology upgrades to the
city’s emergency operations center.

“A major focus for us is public educa-
tion and making sure the public is tied to
us ... where they can make decisions for
their families and pets,” Portman said.

In addition to city preparedness,
residents should prepare disaster kits
for themselves, their children and any
pets, he said.

EVACUATION PLANS

Every community in Brazoria and
Galveston counties is in one of four hur-
ricane evacuation ZIP Zones. The zones
list ZIP codes from those most vulner-
able—called ZIP Zone Coastal—to high
winds and storm surge brought on by a
hurricane to those less vulnerable but
still at risk.

While most of Pearland is in the last
evacuation zone—ZIP Zone C—Friend-
swood residents are in ZIP Zone B,
which is the third evacuation tier.

“Our hazards are a little different from
Galveston and Houston ... We’re con-
cerned about surge and heavy amounts
of rainfall,” said Steve Simmons, dep-
uty fire marshal in Friendswood.

To prepare for a widespread evac-
uation scenario, area counties and
cities are participating in a weeklong
state-sponsored exercise in June when
hurricane season starts, officials said.

Do you have a question about
how local government works?

Editor

Is something going on in
town you’re curious about?

Send your inquiries to the editor!
nolabi@communityimpact.com
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As part of the exercise, Galveston and
Brazoria counties activate emergency
transportation hubs, which transport
volunteers and pets to shelters across
the state. Officials also practice com-
puter tracking for each individual
throughout the process.

“If there’s a concerned family mem-
ber in Nebraska that’s wondering where
mom and dad in Brazoria County went
with this big storm coming, there’s
ways that they can figure out that
mom and dad are safe,” said Glenn
LaMont, deputy emergency manage-
ment coordinator at Brazoria County.

The Pearland Recreation Center and
Natatorium is one of two evacuation
hubs in Brazoria County. Friendswood
residents would be sent to hubs in
either Texas City or Pasadena.

Any evacuation will be announced
by ZIP Zone with coastal residents given
evacuation priority.

“Those not in the ZIP codes called for,
we’re asking you to stay put, let the storm
pass and evaluate whether you can stay
put or not,” Henry said. “Our most vul-
nerable, and therefore our greatest con-
cern, are our coastal residents.”

The messy evacuation and wide-
spread anxiety during Hurricane Rita
caused most of the fatalities, with at
least 55 reported evacuation-related
deaths and only seven deaths from the
storm itself, according to the NOAA.

FUTURE MITIGATION

Officials from Brazoria and Galveston
counties joined a six-county coalition
called the Gulf Coast Community Pro-
tection and Recovery District in 2010 to
develop a storm surge protection sys-
tem for future storm mitigation.

“Tke is now eight years in our rearview
mirror even though we’re still dealing
with it. We’d like to be more proactive in
dealing with the next one,” said Henry,
who is the chairman of the district.

The Texas General Land Office
administered a $3.9 million grant to the

district in 2013 for a storm surge sup-
pression study, which was completed
last June. A fourth phase of the study
to determine the indirect economic
impact of a hurricane will be complete
in late March.

The recovery district recommended
an $11.6 billion levee system covering
277 miles of coast in what has been
dubbed the “coastal spine.” In total,
the system would protect 6 million
coastal residents as well as industrial
assets and sea ports.

Henry said he hopes to press lawmak-
ers for funding to begin preliminary
engineering design for a 2035 comple-
tion date. The project is estimated to
preserve more than $700 million annu-
ally of gross domestic product between
2035 and 2085 if implemented. But until
funding is secure, the plans will remain
on the back burner.

“This is a very expensive insurance
policy that would be paid off with
one storm. And we know there will
be another storm; we just don’t know
when it will be,” Henry said.

Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com.

GULF COAST
HURRICANES

Coastal communities
are the most vulnerable
to hurricanes; six
storms have made
landfall within 75 miles
of Houston since 2000
alone. Here are some
historical highlights.

PLANNING CHECKLIST

Hurricane preparedness should begin before
the season, which runs from June 1 to Nov. 30.
The start of a disaster kit should include:

D 7 gallons of water per person

7 days of dry food per person

Battery-operated radio

Flashlight TROPICAL STORM BILL

58 mph wind
3.5-foot surge
14 inches of rain

Extra batteries

First-aid kit and medication
HURRICANE IKE

Category 2

109 mph wind

13 fatalities in Texas
$29.5B in damages

HURRICANERITA

Category 3
115 mph wind
62 fatalities in Texas

Change of clothes and shoes
Cash, credit cards or checks

Important documents and ID
Maps with evacuation routes

Pet food and supplies

oo dondn)i

Plastic bags . $12Bin damages
. JUNE TROPICAL
ankets or sleeping bags STORM ALLISON
2001
Towels . _ 40 inches of rain
. 22 fatalities
o $9B in damages

INFORMING THE PUBLIC

www.hcfcd.org

www.pearlandtx.gov

www.gcoem.org

www.brazoriacountytx.gov

Municipalities are preparing for hurricane season. To sign
up for emergency notifications, track a developing storm
or learn more about preparedness, visit these sites.

Harris County Flood Control District Hurricane Tracker

Pearland Office of Emergency Management

Galveston County Office of Emergency Management

Brazoria County Office of Emergency Management

NEED A RIDE OUT OF TOWN?

Evacuation assistance is available for residents who
are elderly, disabled or lack transportation.

MEETINGS

City of Friendswood will host two public meetings
at the Friendswood Public Library: 10a.m., June 1
and 6:30 p.m., June 6.

Brazoria County officials expect to draw more
than 1,000 residents for its hurricane preparedness
expo from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on July 8 at the Brazoria
County Fairgrounds in Angleton.

SOURCE: BRAZORIA COUNTY, CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Ftistey Sy -

I ticpe

w5 and ctilaran

402 E Edgewood Dr,
Friendswood, Texas 77546
(832) 569-5176

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday10:00 am - 4:00 pm

go
Q.
@,
)
=
o)
>
@
=8
[0)
=
o}
wv
2
o)
o)
a

Business of the Year
by the Pearland Chamber of Commerce

Recipient of Blue Ribbon Award
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Member of Pearland & Alvin Manvel
Chamber of Commerce

30 OFF FIRST CLEANING
$10 off 2nd Cleaning
$10 off 3rd Cleaning

with Coupon Only. Expires 4/21/17.

Cleaning Services

281.469.8614

wwwandeaningservicesicom

Residential /Commercial Offices  Commercial Lawn Service * Complete Floor Care
Commercial Windows ¢ Extensive Training and Quality Control © Insured and Bonded
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Blown Away
By Insurance Your LlfGSty

Windstorm Rates? U pg raded

We Have The Answer!
Windstorm & Homeowners All In One Policy!
Don’t Pay For Two Policies
When You Can Purchase One!

Don’t Pay Coastal Insurance Rates When Your Home
Is Not On the Coast!

TWIA Is NOT Your Only Option!

No Windstorm Inspection
(WP|8) NOT Required The master-planned community of
wa@lid== Convenient Pay Plans  vs i Sterling Lakes combines an exceptional

Written Through A-Rated Companies location with impeccably designed homes

Companion Policy Discounts
Comprehensive Policies,

Including Full Water Coverage

from the $360s. Featuring gated access,
spacious lots and a spectacular array of
amenities, Sterling Lakes offers the

Save Now! family-friendly lifestyle you have been
Don’t Wait Until Your Policy Renews!
Your Unearned Premium Will Be Refunded
By Your Previous Insurance Carrier.

Don’t Pay Unnecessary Rate Increases.
Call Our Office & Save Today! Se habla espanol.

Auto * Home ¢ Life * Health * Flood ¢ Marine * Commercial * Umbrella

. JVenn| INsumance | Gnoup

Providing Solutions For All Your Insurance Heeds

It’s  Simply/ A Better Deal
281-922-1616

3311 Broadway, Pearland * www.verninsurancegroup.com
mvernjr@verninsurancegroup.com

searching for.

Call today to learn more

(866) 837-3540 ext. 1339

Sterling ¥akes (3 TERRATA HOMES
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APPRAISAL VALUES

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

CONTINUED FROM 1

cost-per-student threshold, the state’s
wealth equalization plan, known as
“recapture” or the “Robin Hood” tax,
will kick in this year.

STATE FUNDING CUTS

Every school district in the state
has two budgets with separate tax
rates: a maintenance and opera-
tions—M&O—budget and an interest
and sinking—I&S—budget. Friend-
swood residents approved a tax ratifi-
cation election in September to specif-
ically increase the district’s M&O tax
rate from $1.04 to $1.13, which funds
everything from employee salaries and
health care plans to school textbooks
and office supplies. I1&S funds are used
to pay down debt.

By raising M&O rates by 9 cents,
FISD officials expect to generate more
than $2.2 million in the 2016-17 school
year over the previous year. However,
after the state recaptures some of its
funding, FISD will see a net increase of
about $2 million.

FISD expects to lose state funding
every year following the election due to
recapture.

“We calculated all of that for the
[election],” FISD Superintendent Trish
Hanks said. “We knew that we would
probably have to pay a penny’s worth
of that increase back to the state. That’s
why we raised it the amount that we
did.”

STUDENT ENROLLMENT 5.
APPRAISAL VALUES

Property values have steadily ticked up

for Friendswood ISD, but enrollment has
remained flat. That means less state funding
and more reliance on local taxes.

//sz.s;s*
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SOURCE: FRIENDSWOOD ISD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Hanks said the district made the
decision to hold the tax ratification
election—also known as a TRE— after
taking into account a variety of fac-
tors, such as federal and state fund-
ing, tax rates and teacher salaries. She
said, as a property wealthy school dis-
trict, FISD has to find creative ways to
balance the budget.

Prior to the TRE, the district said
more than $2 million collected for
2016-17 would be used specifically to
increase teacher salaries, along with
around $700,000 for capital improve-
ment projects.

“It definitely made a difference this
year, and will help to make a differ-
ence in the future, as well,” Hanks
said. “But it is not the permanent solu-
tion, at all, as the funding system is
written today. We will still have chal-
lenges. We will still have to be an effi-
cient district.”

The process of recapture is out-
lined under Chapter 41 of the Texas
Education Code. Recapture was first
created in 1993 as a way to divert tax
revenue from districts deemed prop-
erty wealthy to those deemed property
poor in an attempt to even the scale
for public school students across the
state.

COMPARING LOCAL DISTRICTS

Recapture was established after
a 1989 Texas Supreme Court ruling
found the existing school funding sys-
tem to be unconstitutional. Fast-for-
ward to the 2016-17 school year, and
379 school districts across the state are
considered property wealthy and are
expected to send more than $2 billion
in total to the state, according to the
Texas Education Agency.

La Porte, Sheldon and Spring
Branch ISDs were the only school dis-
tricts in the Greater Houston area that
paid recapture in the 2015-16 school
year. Sheldon ISD, which had 8,477
students that year, paid $1.8 million
and La Porte ISD, with 7,753 students,
paid $24.5 million.

In Galveston County, both Gal-
veston ISD and Texas City ISD paid
out $13.2 million and $1.4 million in
2015-16, respectively.

According to Hanks, each of these
districts has one key difference from
FISD.

“The difference in all of those
other districts is that they are heavily
industrial,” Hanks said. “The big dif-
ference with Friendswood is that we
do not have that kind of profile. We
are property wealthy only because
our [property] values keep going
up and we’re building more houses

A} / / SPREADING

In September,FISD
passed a tax

BREAKING

ratification election,

which raised the
maintenance and
operations rate by

9 cents. Overall, the

tax rate went from

the TRE
$1.367 to $1.387.

MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS

M&O taxes fund the day-to-day
operations of the school district.

$1.04 4 9¢" = $1.13 0

-+

INTEREST & SINKING TAXES

1&S taxes fund debt repayment,
including bonds.

32.70¢ = 7¢"" = 25.70¢

Total 2016 tax rate

$1.387

*M&O tax increase approved through the TRE.
**Trustees approved an I1&S tax decrease.

and some commercial, but we’re not
growing in student [enrollment].”

CHANGES FROM THE LEGISLATURE

Although the 85th legislative session
is underway and would give legislators
the opportunity to amend the state’s
funding formula, FISD officials do not
expect much change.

“'m not expecting any change
this session. I don’t think they are far
enough along to do that,” Hanks said.
“I haven’t read anything that has been
a serious proposal coming out of the
Legislature.”

While tweaks to the formula may
be more difficult to achieve, the
House-proposed 2018-19 biennium bud-
get includes an additional $1.5 billion of
public school funding, or a 3.5 percent
increase from the last biennium.

House Speaker Joe Straus, R-San
Antonio, said the increase is contin-
gent upon a reduction in recapture.

“Our school finance system may
meet the legal definition of constitu-
tional. But parents and taxpayers know
something different,” Straus said on
the session’s opening day. “They know
that the system is broken ... and they
know that it’s our job to fix it.”

Chandra Villanueva, senior policy
analyst for the Austin-based Center

I ¢ WEALTH
I

School districts deemed property
wealthy lose state funding to property
poor districts. Here is how it works.

WEALTH EQUALIZATION
FORMULA

FISD is subject to recapture because it
exceeds $319,500 per weighted avergae
daily attendance or WADA, a specialized
state student enroliment calculation.

FISD

$2.87
BILLION

Net taxable
property values
in the district

[g [8 weighted
o average daily
6,856 attendance

2G) $418,313*

*Estimated for the 2016-2017 year

Due to the TRE, which raised
rates above the $1.06 threshold

$232,367

SUBJECT TO RECAPTURE

SOURCE: FRIENDSWOOD ISD/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

for Public Policy Priorities, is skepti-
cal recapture would be reduced with a
funding increase that size. She said the
House budget bill does not adequately
raise a district’s basic state funding
allotment, which is the starting point
for campuses’ funding.

“The easiest way to meet those stip-
ulations is to increase the state’s basic
allotment,” Villanueva said of reduc-
ing the need for recapture. “When
that allotment goes up, recapture goes
down because schools are able to keep
more.”

All districts receive a basic allotment
from the state, but only property poor
districts receive money from recapture
payments.

Friendswood ISD Chief Financial
Officer Connie Morgenroth said the
district must keep any potential legis-
lative changes in mind when forecast-
ing the future.

“It’s hard to forecast way into the
future,” Morgenroth said. “You can try,
and I go out two or three years, but I
have to assume the formula is not going
to change when I make those assump-
tions, and nobody knows what’s going
to happen.”

Tell us what you think.
Comment at communityimpact.com.
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REAL ESTATE FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

COWARDS CREEK, 77546 RECENT LISTINGS
Conveniently located near shopping options, ~ Build-out year: 2005

schools, and restaurants, Cowards Creek is Builders include: Custom Builders

a lovely neighborhhod with large acreage Square footage: 2,609-8,662

lots, custom homes and low Homeowners Home values: $330,000-$1,500,000

Association fees. HOA dues (estimated): $50 annually

Amenities: conveniently located near
restaurants, schools, and shopping options

Schools: (Friendswood ISD) Westwood

W Elementary School, Friendswood Junior High
==/ 2581 77089 School, Friendswood High School
1 FIEAELAND Property taxes (in dollars):
> e Gal c 0.546
288] g, FRIENDSWOOD alveston County -
City of Friendswood 0.546 4 bedroom / 2 bath 2,609sq.ft.  $330,000 4bedroom/3.5bath 4,623sqg.ft.  $499,921
i : Friendswood ISD 1.387 Jaime Black 832-978-5569  Bruce Ham 832-271-7001
MANVEL 77546 County Road and Bridge . 0.006 Stanfield Properties Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan
Galveston Co. consolidated drainage  0.112
Izl Total (per $100 valuation) 2.597
Median Homes on Homes under
home value the market* contract*
$899,900 7 3
Median annual Median price Average days b e e . 3% 4 ,.-_ o
property taxes per square foot on the market* 1 N " Dri 704'1_ I Pi ""D .
Ine Hollow Drive a Ines vrive
$9,147 $195 119
4 bedroom / 4 bath 4,594sq.ft.  $899,900 4bed / 4&2,' bath 8,662sq.ft. $1,500,000
*As of 3/6/2017 Neighborhood data provided by Alina Rogers, Realtor Carol Meissner 713-828-8681 Alinda Martin 713-823-8898
Realty Associates-Pearland « 281-961-2944 «alinawrogers@yahoo.com BHGRE Gary Greene BHGRE Gary Greene
MARKET DATA
ON THE MARKET (FEBRUARY 2017) AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN FEBRUARY & 2016 VS.M 2017
Number of homes for sale/average days on the market Price 77581 77854 77578 77546
Price range 77581 77584 77578 77546 $450,000
$149,999 or less 2/16 1/44 - 2/12 $400,000 Nelazon
$150,000-$199,999 6/76 4/26 1/76 10/25 $350,000 -1.42%
$200,000-$299,999 52/57 86/41 17/59 15/50 $300,000 8.72% . SR \§
$300,000-$399,999 26/43 82/53 32/127 25/88 $250,000 N \ § \
$400,000-$499,999 7/80 41/93 20/233 31/83 $200,000 § \ \ §
$500,000-$599,999 1/126 7/92 8/65 15/88 $150,000 \ \ \ §
$600,000-$799,999 5/143 9/150 3/220 23/92 $100,000 § \\\ \ \
$800,000-$999,999 2/95 1/41 2/137 11/115 $50,000 § \ \ §
$1 million + 1/169 - 1/233 9/204 - \\ k\ &\ \\

T

HERITAGE

TEXAS PROPERTIES

WATERSIDE ESTATES RIVERSIDE RANCH SUGAR LAKES
919 Waterside Estates | $510,000 3026 River Bend Drive | $475,000 1015 Oyster Bay | $388,000

FORT BEND OFFICE = 14100 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, SUITE 400 = SUGAR LAND, TEXAS = 77478 = 281.240.8800
heritagetexas.com =

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com



DEALS THIS MONTH

DINING

I I u I I ‘ \ : I [ E‘ ‘L E “ Amici Ristorante Italiano............ccccoceeeee 33
A | Big City Wings
. Crescent City........
FIND MORE GREAT DEALS ONLINE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/DEALS FIAMING WOK w.....coooeveeeeeeee e ceceeerene

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt...........cccccevvveueeene. 34

Papa Murphy’s
WINGStOP «.voveeeiieieiiceeeseeee e

RETAIL

Pﬂ /}ﬂ M”f/fﬁy'f(@ o0 s

FRESH PIZZA MADE DAILY IN PEARLAND

White Gloves Kleaning Services................. 33
| M

FAMILY SIZE LARGE MEDIUM

s5orr 40FF\$30FF o

Wiy Choose Your Size and Save! \ I

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Expires 4/20/17. Discount off regular menu price. Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES and Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only. Valid only at the
Pearland and Deer Park stores. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. PRNT092816

I — — Vv A

DAILY SPECIALS phone ahead,

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY we’ll have it ready
33 off 36 $10 when you arrive
Family Large Large
$2 off 1 Topping $12
Large $8 Family PEARLAND
$1 Off Famlly (CYO up to 5 toppings) 3320 E Broadway St ALSO VISIT
Medium 1Topping center of town near Starbucks DEER PARK
281-412-2000 3717 Center St
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 281-542-P APA (7272)
Large Herb Chicken SATU+RDAY
2 Topplng Mediterranean $5 - - Pasadena Bl vd
for $7 or E
aves
or COWbOY Pepperoni,
Family $9 Large sausage, - n
. or eese Walnu arbuck s
2 Topping $11 Family
for $9

2

15 J21Ud)




Crescent City Connection Sports &
Oyster Bar offers Houston the freshest
sedfood served straight from local
Galyeston Fisherman. Come and
expenence the taste of New Orleans.

N =
SmartPlnts Tr|V|
L"‘Wlt Rachael Soto

Wednesddys 7pm

‘ Cheap Beer SpeC|aI§ and Prizes

K

¥ ;: o ki ;. .

N . 42 -
CITY, OFF
COMNNECTION YO U R
SPORTS & OYSTER BAR

S Lo, ENTIRE
ORDER

16605 El Camino Real Mon: 4:00 PM t0 10:00 PM
Houston TX 77062 Sun-Thurs: 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM

i-Sat: 11: . NOT VALID WITH ANY
281-954-6810 Fri-Sat: 11:00 AM to 11:00 PM OTHER OFFER.

. . _ EXPIRES 4-21-1.
www.crescentcltyconnectlonsportsbar.com SE0OES COMM-IMPACT

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com




WHITE GLOVES

BRAZILIAN KLEANING SERVILES

Let Our Gloves Happy Easter Flash
do the Dirty Work! /" &18.508

Residential & Commercial QO reniorRefrigerator

Cleaning With|Detail Seryice

DETAIL CLEANING
$50 OFF

Expires 4-21-2017
REGULAR
CLEANING
$20 OFF

Expires 4-21-2017

Call Today 713-434-3477

www.whitegloveskleansvcs.com

PIRI PIRI PEPPERS WITH A HINT OF ZESTY CITRUS.

RISTORANTE ITALIAN?O V

j/ o ". ___;.&.

Owner and head
chef,Joseph Trama.
Born in Sicily and
providing a fusig

THREE BONELESS
WINGS

WITH ANY WING PURCHASE

Not valid with any other specials, promotions or offers.

Present coupon at the time of purchase.

Valid only at participating locations. Follow us on Facebook
One coupon per customer visit.

Expires 04/30/17. FREE APPETIZER OR DESSERT  10% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO ENTREES ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY!
MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT VALID WITH EXCLUDES BEER & WINE. NOT VALID WITH

ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 4/21/17. ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 4/21/17.

Pearland / Friendswood edition « March 2017




5402 Hwy 6 Houston TX 77084
832-674-8466

5324 Atascocita RD. Humble TX 77346
281-570-4395

10903 Jones Rd Houston TX 77065
832-478-5537

PEARLAND LOCATION
NOW OPEN!

9721 W. Broadway St., Ste. 113
Pearland, TX 77584
346-754-5980

aton s () @ ©

WINGS «- BEER « BURGERS

346-754-5980
www.bigcitywings.com

ecatering ebirthday parties efield trips

ﬂ menchies pearland parkway
2680 pearland parkway, suite 130
pearland, tx, 77581

menchies.com

10% off

fo all children who come in local
team jerseys.
Valid March through May.

LUNCH DINNER | TAKEOUT | DELIVERY

PEARLAND LOCATION

STEAMED DISHES AVAILABLE
713.991.0888

5‘%# us ea/é@/z W event! PEARLAND PARKWAY

] 8498 S. SAM HOUSTON PKWY., E#700

WRITE US A NICE REVIEW ON HOUSTON, TX 77075

. FOURSQUARE & YELP
; RECEIVE A

PASADENA LOCATION

281.998.4888

FAIRWAY CENTRE
5869 FAIRMONT PKWY.
PASADENA, TX 77505

FREE EGGROLL!

1 per customer. Claim same day as review to receive
offer. Expires 4/21/2017

ENJOY YOUR DINING
WITH NO WAIT!

WE DELIVER! FREE Wifi for our customers
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11AM-9:30P M RS

Community Impact Newspaper « communityimpact.com
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Financing
Available!

12 MONTHS
NO INTEREST

HAND SCRAPED
WOOD FLOOR

$529 sq.ft.

INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

5" HARDWOOD
$459 sq.ft.

INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

= GRANITE
. COUNTERTOP

$2 999 sq.ft.

INSTALLED

PORCELAIN TILE
20")(20"
$359

sq.ft.

INSTALLED

CARPET FHA
APPROVED

$149 sq.ft.

INSTALLED

LAMINATE 12mm
$299 sq.ft.

INSTALLED INCLUDING TRIM

Enjoy $100 off

EVERY PURCHASE OVER $1,500

NOT INCLUDED WITH ANY ADDITIONAL OFFER. EXPIRES 4/26/17.

9517 W. BROADWAY, STE. 103 (NEXT TO JASON'S DELI) PEARLAND, TEXAS 77584

832-288-5198 e 832-326-5613 wvisa

Pearland / Friendswood edition * March 2017




The Woman’s Hospital of Texas
AT PEARLAND MEDICAL CENTER

For a physician referral or to take a tour of our exceptional facilities, please call 1-855-245-8325.
Visit our virtual tour at TourPearlandMC.com.
11100 Shadow Creek Parkway | Pearland, TX 77584 | 713-770-7000 | PearlandMC.com | Stay connected. § W

COMMUNITY

IMPACT

maaeanssssmmmm NEWSPAPER
LOCAL. USEFUL. EVERYONE GETS IT.®

PEARLAND / FRIENDSWOOD EDITION




