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Lawmakers file property tax bills
Harris County officials 
express concern over 
limiting local budgets
BY SHAWN ARRAJJ AND IMANI  

MCGARRELL

Texas lawmakers are prioritizing 
taxpayer relief this legislative ses-
sion, which began in January, but 
local government officials are wor-
ried about what it could mean for 
their budgets.

The main attempt to reform the 
property tax system this session 
comes from Sen. Paul Bettencourt, 
R-Houston. Bettencourt filed Senate 
Bill 2, the Texas Property Tax Reform 
and Relief Act, on Nov. 29. It was given 
top priority by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick.

“Texans have told us loud and 
clear that common-sense property 
tax reform legislation is long over-
due,” Patrick said. “Property taxes 
are driving people out of their homes 
and hampering business expansion 
and growth. It’s time for this to stop.”

Among other goals, SB 2 seeks to 
lower the property tax revenue cap for 
cities and counties from an 8 percent 

The legislation proposed by Sen. 
Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, 
would reform the way entities 
collect property tax revenue.

A D O P T I O N

C O L L E C T I O N

E L E C T I O N

County appraisal districts determine 
appraised value for all property, and cities 
and counties adopt separate tax rates.

Cities and counties use the tax rate and 
appraised value to determine how much 
each property owner owes.

If SB 2 is passed, the property tax revenue cap 
for cities and counties would be reduced to a 
4 percent increase over the previous year. 

If the revenue cap is exceeded, the taxing 
entity must hold an election to get approval 
of the new tax rate from voters.

B I L L

SOURCES: TEXAS COMPTROLLER, SENATE BILL 2/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Value gauged by daytime traffic counts, income levels and local population, experts say
Retail booming in Katy area despite rising rental prices

BY APRIL TOWERY

Retail leasing rates are steadily rising in Katy, and com-
mercial realty groups say several factors—such as income 
level, demographics and daytime traffic counts—justify 
the higher rents, but some say the rate hike is squeezing 
out small businesses. 

“In general, Katy as a whole is a big destination for 
retailers,” said Court Richardson, senior associate for 
the retail leasing division of Stream Realty. “It’s a combi-
nation of great demographics and strong income. Cinco 
Ranch was one of the only master-planned communities 
expanding during the [economic] downturn.”
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Retail rental rates have remained steadily on the rise 
in Katy, following a trend in the metro area and state.
SOURCES: LOOPNET.COM/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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LAKESIDE
LUAU

Join us at Towne Lake for an afternoon of live music, 

delicious food and fun family entertainment.

#TowneLakeLife       TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772       Homes from the $200s to the Millions

ASHTON WOODS | CALDWELL HOMES | CHESMAR HOMES | COVENTRY HOMES | DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES | DREES CUSTOM HOMES

GEHAN HOMES | JAEGAR HOMES | NEWMARK HOMES | PARTNERS IN BUILDING LP | PLANTATION HOMES | PRINCETON CLASSIC HOMES

RAVENNA HOMES | SCOTT THOMAS HOMES

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllll APRIL 22ND •  12–4PM lllllll

*See builder for details.

Contract on a home between MARCH 15TH–MAY 15TH and receive $10,000 in design center credit! *

Plus, enter to win an amazing island vacation!

–  TowneLakeTexas.com/Luau  –

067-1166 CI-MAR_MECH.indd   1 3/8/17   12:00 PM
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© 2017 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC680_122816

Texas is a land of legends – but legendary care isn’t just another tall tale. Since 1954, Texas Children’s
Hospital has provided outstanding care to children, and it continues to lead the state – and the nation –

in pediatric treatment and research. Having expanded our range to our West Campus, we’ve brought 
expertise to the community in more than 20 specialties including pulmonology, diabetes/endocrinology
and urology. With more than 100,000 pairs of boots walking through our doors every year, we know what 

it takes to give kids the best possible care, so they can carve out their own bright futures – one story at a time.

Learn more about all our services at texaschildrens.org/westcampus.

SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY

WC680_ad_WC_LaGrange_ClarkTruck_KatyCIN.qxp_Layout 1  1/4/17  12:01 PM  Page 1
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CleanWaterways.org

INFORMATION ON HOW TO PROPERLY DISPOSE 
OF ALL HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
CAN BE FOUND AT:

Whether it’s paint, oil, 
household chemicals, grass 
clippings or waste from your 
family dog, if these harmful 
substances are improperly 
disposed of in your yard, 
stormwater runoff will wash 
them down stthem down street drains and 
carry them into our bayous, 
channels, and rivers.  
Recycle or dispose of 
hazardous materials 
properly. It’s the best way to 
keep our waterways clean 
and our enviand our environment 
healthy.

What goes down 
our storm drains is 
draining our wildlife.
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Casey Mitchell
GENERAL MANAGER

cmitchell@communityimpact.com

I can remember as a child the excite-
ment of going to camp. The campfires, 
the cabins, the talent shows, the letters 
from mom—so many great memories.

Things have changed pretty drastically 
for many children going to camp these 
days. 

Sure, some children—maybe even 
yours—go to camp for swimming, hiking 
and campfires. But today the options for 
campgoers are many and go way beyond 
what you and I likely remember growing 
up with.

Today, children can attend camps for 
art, technology, math and science as well 

as any sport imaginable. But the search 
for the perfect camp takes real work and 
research. 

That’s why we have put together a use-
ful guide that showcases summer camps 
in our community that are available to 
children of all ages.

You can find the guide starting on Page 
30 that includes information such as 
dates, costs and locations. 

The listings will hopefully help guide 
you successfully through these important 
decisions.

We hope your little ones have a great 
summer at camp!

Journalists are not the only ones who can request 
public information. The Texas Public Information 
Act and Freedom of Information Act allow anyone to 
request open records from governmental bodies or 
any other entity that is supported by public money.

Sunshine Week, held March 12-18 this year, was 
established to shine light on this public ability and 
responsibility. 

Community Impact Newspaper posted online sto-
ries that shine light on common public information 
requests as well as proposed legislation that may 
strengthen or threaten open records laws.

But average Joes and Janes can make the same 
requests for things like public employees' salary 
information, site development plans and crime data. 
In fact, many entities have online portals for submit-
ting such requests. 

To find out more about how to submit a Freedom 
of Information Act request, check out our full article 
at http://impactne.ws/cin/227478.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

ASK THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Your guide to picking a perfect summer camp

What public information can I request?
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Correction:  
Volume 5, Issue 5

On page 11, the University of 
Houston-Victoria Katy campus 
will also offer a graduate 
program in business.

Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

April Towery
EDITOR
atowery@communityimpact.com

Did you know only about 5 - 10% 
of breast cancer cases are  
thought to be hereditary?

*

Now offering 3D mammography and genetic testing!

 
          1 **Women’s Imaging Center at Cy-Fair 

        Hospital (FM 1960 at Jones Road)  
*Genetic testing available here

2  **Cy-Fair Urgent Care & Imaging Center  
              (at Spring Cypress & Grant)

      3 Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center  
           (at Barker Cypress & FM 529)

        4  Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center            
                (Beltway 8 & Tanner Rd.)

* According to the American Cancer Society **Tomosynthesis, 
(3D mammography) an FDA approved imaging technology 
designed for early breast cancer detection, is available here.

281.897.3121 • CyFairWomensImaging.com
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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NOW OPEN

1  Golden Eagle Taekwondo opened a 
location Dec. 22 at 6420 FM 1463, Ste. 400, 
Katy. The program offers traditional and 
Olympic-style taekwondo training. Classes 
are suitable for all age groups, health back-
grounds and skill levels. The facility offers 
national and international competitive pro-
gram training, such as the Junior Olympics 
or U.S. Open, for students that are green 
belt or higher. Golden Eagle also provides a 
black belt birthday party special, complete 
with a bubble dance party, samurai sword 
cake-cutting and lessons on board break-
ing. 832-953-4853.  
www.goldeneagletaekwondo.com

2  Texas Foot and Ankle Specialists 
opened a location March 9 at  
24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 
240, Katy. Dr. David Applegate, a Houston 
native, treats multiple ailments, includ-
ing sports injuries, flatfoot, arthritis and 
Achilles tendon pain. The practice features 
a variety of state-of-the-art equipment and 
offers same-day appointments. The staff 
also aims to minimize subsequent drug 
store visits, offering a range of materials, in-
cluding in-office digital X-rays and medical 
grade orthotics. 832-376-8600.  
www.txfootankle.com

3  Pedlar Cosmetic and Family Den-
tistry opened Dec. 9 at 25318 Kingsland 
Blvd., Katy. The practice specializes in 
family and cosmetic dental care, including 
children’s and emergency dentistry, teeth 
whitening and smile makeovers. All three 
doctors also serve as professors at The 
University of Texas School of Dentistry. The 
office is open Monday through Friday and 
on Saturdays by appointment.  
281-394-7035. www.pedlardental.com

4  Mama Fu’s Asian House opened 
its second Katy-area location March 4 at 
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. Twenty 
percent of sales at the grand opening event 
benefited the Star of Hope Mission. Menu 
specialty items include cashew stir-fry, 
seared ahi tuna salad, tom kha, mama's 
dessert roll and Bangkok green curry. The 
Texas-based chain also offers delivery and 

catering. There are three other Houston-ar-
ea locations, including one in Katy.  
832-839-4352. www.mamafus.com

5  Kingdom Bakery opened in late 
February at 3030 Falcon Landing at the 
intersection with Westheimer Parkway in 
Katy. The bakery includes authentic Czech 
kolaches and cakes, crepes, sandwiches 
and other homemade menu items. Bakery 
recipes originate from the chef's family 
origins in old Prague. Menu items are pre-
pared from scratch daily, including fresh 
baked bread. The bakery service also offers 
catering for large groups ranging from 10 
to over 100 people. 713-306-5698.  
www.kingdom-bakery.com

6  Checkers opened a location  
March 21 at 600 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy. 
The restaurant chain specializes in burgers 
and french fries but also serves hot dogs, 
fish sandwiches, chicken sandwiches, 
chicken wings and desserts. The Checkers 
and Rally’s franchise, which has 843 loca-
tions nationwide, plans to open 24 stores 
in the Greater Houston area in 2017. Seven 
of the 24 restaurants will be in suburban 
areas. A Post Oak Road location opening 
in mid-April will feature the brand’s first 
Model 4.0 design in Houston.  
312-909-0007. www.checkers.com

7  Mueller, Pye & Associates CPA 
opened Jan. 1 at 535 E. Fernhurst Drive, 
Ste. 112, Katy. The Colorado-based compa-
ny offers tax preparation and accountant 
services, including tax planning and com-
pliance, business fraud prevention, cloud 
accounting, and QuickBooks setup, train-
ing and support. Other specialties include 
providing tax assistance to businesses in 
the craft beverage industry, and the oil and 
gas industry. 281-665-7973.  
www.muellerpyecpa.com

COMING SOON

8  beatSTRONG Fitness and Nutrition 
will open a location in early May at 6420 
FM 1463, Katy. The gym offers high-inten-
sity interval training and group nutrition 
courses. All classes are led by certified per-
sonal trainers and include real-time heart 
monitoring technology. Nutrition recipes 
and information are provided through the 
gym's partner My Welnness Journey. Mem-
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Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — COMING SOON

Snooze, a breakfast eatery, is set to open its second Greater Houston area location at 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. It is set  to open in early fall. The culinary-driven breakfast 
and brunch concept signed a lease for a 4,098-square-foot space located adjacent to a 
three-level parking garage. Catering will also be available. www.snoozeeatery.com

 COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL 
AND JAKE SNYDER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

bers can also track their progress through  
the beatSTRONG MINDBODY app.  
888-232-8348. www.beatstrong.com

9  Big Paulie’s Pizzeria will open a 
location June 1 at 6420 FM 1463, Ste. 100, 
Katy. The family-friendly restaurant is  fash-
ioned after old-school New York City pizza 
places. The pizzeria will offer pizza, pasta 
and sandwiches on the menu. Every item is 
made from scratch in the kitchen, including 
the pizza sauce, dough and meatballs.  
832-563-2163. www.bigpauliespizza.com

10  Storage West will open a location in 
late March at 25595 Westheimer Park-
way, Katy. The self-storage facility offers 
spaces for both residential and business 
uses, including recreational vehicle, or RV, 
vehicle and boat storage. The facility will 
also sell moving supplies and offers renters 
free use of a moving truck for up to one day. 
There are six other locations in the Greater 
Houston area. 281-394-3500.  
www.storagewest.com

11  Texas Bay Area Credit Union will 
open by late spring at 4747 FM 1463,  
Ste. 900, Katy. The branch will include 
full-service amenities, such as drive-thru 
service and a drive-up ATM. The chain also 
has six other Greater Houston area loca-
tions.  800-577-3164. www.tbacu.org

12  The Cheese Bar will open in April at 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. D130, Katy. 
The restaurant is a gourmet cheese-cen-
tric European-style bistro that specializes 
in high-end cheese and meats by the 
pound, wine/beer and cheese plates, and 
grilled cheese sandwiches. Bottles of wine 
and beer, along with jams, nuts, crackers 
and olives are available for separate pur-
chase. Variations of the gourmet grilled 
cheese sandwiches include Alfred the 
Third's Triple Cheese, and turkey, brie and 
apple. The original storefront is located in 
Cypress. 281-394-7500.  
www.thecheesebar.net 

13  Cane Island Bar & Grill will open 
at the end of March or early April at 4747 
FM 1463, Katy. The restaurant will feature 
Southern cuisine, fresh Gulf seafood, 
burgers and fresh-made vegan dishes. The 
venue also features a full bar with micro-
distilled liquors, 20 local craft beers and a 
selection of wines. Seating is available in-

doors or on the 50-foot-long covered patio, 
which features treats and water bowls for 
dogs. www.caneislandbg.com

14  Mo’s Irish Pub is set to open at The 
Shoppes at Grand Crossing on the Grand 
Parkway in early summer. The venue fea-
tures food and drink specials, a full menu 
that is available all day, live music and 36 
beers on tap. Menu specialty items include 
Jameson glazed shrimp, Sweet Baby Ray's 
baby back ribs and Mo's burger. The pub 
also has several gluten-free options. All 
menu items are cooked from scratch in the 
kitchen. 281-251-0715.  
www.mosirishpub.com

15  Wild Birds Unlimited,  
23930 Westheimer Parkway, Katy, is sched-
uled to open in late April or early May. The 
niche store provides bird hobbyists with 
a selection of bird food, high-quality bird 
feeders and bird baths. The team includes 
certified birdfeeding specialists that will 
assist customers with designing custom 
feeders and positioning in yards to attract 
specific birds. 832-437-4937.  
www.katy.wbu.com  

ANNIVERSARIES

16  3 five 7 Arms celebrated its first 
anniversary March 12 at 406 W. Grand 
Parkway S., Ste. 320, Katy. The gun store 
stocks an inventory of firearms, ammu-
nition, knives, cleaning supplies and a 
variety of accessories. Online shopping 
is also available through the company's 
website and features more than 100 
different manufacturers. 281-829-2767. 
www.3five7arms.com

17  VK Nails & Spa celebrated its one 
year anniversary in February at 24515 I-10,  
Ste. 700, Katy. The nail spa provides a va-
riety of treatments, including manicures, 
pedicures, facials, waxing, massages and 
eyelash extension services. Customers 
can also book online appointments. 281-
394-9667. www.vknailsspa.com

IN THE NEWS

International Leadership of Texas, a 
free public charter school system with 
campuses in Dallas-Fort Worth and Hous-
ton, including two K-8 campus in Katy and 
Westpark, celebrated a groundbreaking of 
on March 10. ILTexas provides a trilin-

gual, college preparatory education that 
requires students to master the English, 
Spanish and Chinese languages with 
opportunities to study abroad, participate 
in competitive athletics and graduate with 
an associate’s degree. This school year, all 
ILTexas’ campuses had a 100 percent high 
school graduation rate.

You Know Us! We Know Katy Real Estate!

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

23922 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Suite 123 | Katy, TX 77494

www.GaryGreene.com

community and your home?

You Know Us! We Know Katy Real Estate!

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

© 2013 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens ®  is a registered trademark of Meredith
Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please 
disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.
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23501 CINCO RANCH BLVD., KATY, TX 77494 LACENTERRA.COM Follow Us! 281-395-5533
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Rely on your Dignity Memorial® provider to capture 
the essence of a person’s life in a single ceremony.

KATY
Funeral Home

23350 KINGSLAND BLVD., KATY
281-395-7070   KatyFH.com

No two of us are alike. 
a memorial service 

should reflect that.
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600 Pin Oak Rd. Katy, TX 77494

Celebrate Easter 
With Us!

Sunday, April 16
Life Groups 9:30 am | Worship 10:45 am

Easter Reminds us that God exists and He deeply 
loves all of humanity. No matt er who you are, 
God wants you to know how much He truly loves 
you, and I hope you can join us on Easter to learn 
more about this incredible love! In additi on to 
Easter Sunday, Katy’s First Bapti st gathers every 
weekend as a Family of Faith because we have 
encountered the truth of Jesus, and the truth of 
who He is changes everything! May God bless 
you and yours this Easter Season! Jesus is Lord!

Engaging Verse by Verse Preaching
Authenti c Community & Worship
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Coleman and Jennifer Philley & Family
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Lucky’s Pub opened a fourth Greater 
Houston area location March 9 at  
17754 I-10, Ste. 1, Houston. The sports bar 
hosted a grand opening event with free 
beer, wine, and food.  Features of the new 
location include large TVs and plenty of 
patio seating.  The bar has over 250 craft 
beers on tap. 281-206-7369.  
www.luckyspub.com

2  The Local Bar opened March 3 at 
22756 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 190, 
Katy. The bar offers a wide selection of 
food, including appetizers, pizza and 
tacos. Brunch options include cast-iron 
migas, and chicken and waffles.  Addition-

Katy. The store specializes in the sale 
and repair of preowned Apple devices, 
including phones, tablets and laptops. 
281-394-9995. 
 www.experimac.com/north-katy-tx

5  Tiff's Treats, a warm cookie delivery 
company, opened a Katy location at  
21788 I-10 B-800, on March 4. Cookie 
sales at the grand opening event benefit-
ed Texas Children’s Hospital. The chain 
has 27 stores across Texas. Several variet-
ies of cookies and brownies are available 
for delivery. 713-396-1820.  
www.cookiedelivery.com

6  TriFection sales and design center 
opened in March at 333 Cypress Run, Ste. 
280, Houston. The business offers custom 
cabinetry and remodeling. 281-415-8327. 
www.trifection.net

COMING SOON

7  AGU Ramen will open at the end of 
March at 514 S. Mason Road, Katy. The 
Hawaiian-based chain currently has three 
Greater Houston area locations and plans 
to open more at least two more. The menu 
includes AGU’s signature pork-bone broth 
as well as chicken and vegetarian options.  
832-582-5530. www.aguramen.com 

8  Katy Elite Chiropractic, located at 
416 Park Grove Drive, Katy, is scheduled 
to open in early April. The business offers 
X-rays on-site, full physicals for Katy ISD 
students and chiropractic services. 281-
994-9020. www.katyelitechiropractic.com

ANNIVERSARIES

9  El Canton Firewood Pizzeria cele-
brated its first anniversary Feb. 19 at  
981 S. Mason Road, Ste. A, Katy. The 
restaurant— based in Guadalajara, Mex-
ico—blends Mexican and Italian flavors, 
cooking pizza in its wood-fired oven. El 
Canton also serves pastas, beer and wine.  
281- 646-9677.  
www.elcantonpizzeria.com

10  Sam’s Strings celebrated its one-year 
anniversary March 1 at 411 Park Grove 

TM; © 2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

Map not to scale N

ally, the business features drink specials, 
live music and local breweries.   
832-913-3941. www.thelocalbarkaty.com

3  Bonjour & Bienvenue, The French 
Hub opened a location in the first week of 
October at 20660 Westheimer Parkway 
Ste. C, Katy. The cultural center looks 
and feels like a small French home with 
custom-designed classrooms. The center 
emphasizes the immersion language 
learning technique and provides classes 
on the French language and French cul-
ture. Activities include movie nights and 
cooking classes. 832-707-5203.  
www.frenchhubhouston.com

4  Experimac North Katy opened a 
location Feb. 27 at 21788 I-10, Ste. 750, 

Drive No. 610. It was previously located at 
1440 Campbell Road in Houston. The vio-
lin sales and rental store is operated by a 
professional violinist. The shop also offers 
violin, cello and viola lessons.  
713-257-0459. www.samsstrings.com
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 COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL 
AND JAKE SNYDER

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.
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PROVINCIAL 

BLVD.

BARKER 
CYPRESS RD.

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1)  Excludes 1SV models. On 10% of select vehicles in stock, while stock lasts. Based on discount below MSRP and cash back. Not compatible with some other offers.  See Dealer for 
Details. Take Delivery by 3/31/17. Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  

11300 1960 WESTbeckandmastengm.com 1-832-604-4477

NEW 2017 BUICK 
ENCLAVENEW 2017 GMC SIERRA 

1500 CREW SLT
NEW 2017 GMC 
YUKON & XL

ON ALL SELECT 2017 GMC VEHICLES IN STOCK!1
NEW 2017 BUICK 
ENCORE

17% OFF MSRP 16% OFF MSRP ON ALL SELECT 2017 BUICK 
ENCORE, ENVISION & 
ENCLAVE VEHICLES  IN STOCK1

$31,986
MSRP $39,990, $3200 FACTORY REBATE, 

$4804 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP 
MSRP $51,000, $5500  SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$7250 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

$12,750
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

MSRP $71,515, $3000 SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$7750 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

2 AT THIS SAVINGS!

MSRP $25,290, $3245 SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$3755 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

2 AT THIS PRICE!
$7000
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

SCORE

$10,750
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

Six-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*

Why wait? Make a Toll Brothers community in Katy your 
home and you’ll enjoy top-rated schools in the highly-

acclaimed Katy ISD, resort-style amenities, and convenient 
access to the Grand Parkway, I-10, and the Westpark Tollway.

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

TollBrothers.com/Impact

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon 
to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder 
of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2016 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Conveniences Right at Your Front Door!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Gated, Water View Home Sites!

From the low $600s • (281) 574-1226

CINCO RANCH
Ironwood Estates

Final Home Site Remains!
From the upper $600s • (281) 394-7680

The Estates at Ridgefield Heights
Final Home Sites Remain!

From the upper $600s • (281) 394-7680

The Enclave at Ridgefield Heights
Now Open!

From the low $400s • (832) 437-1029

NEW. NOW. 
QUICK DELIVERY HOMES AVAILABLE!

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com 
21700 Bellaire Blvd.  |  Richmond, Texas  77407

info@TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com

Opening Summer 2017

Discover...

We’re here and ready
“Welcome to The Delaney!”

Imagine the carefree lifestyle you love now, but 
with none of the maintenance that comes with 
home ownership. At The Delaney at Parkway Lakes, 
you’ll enjoy a beautiful apartment residence with 
none of the upkeep, because housekeeping, lawn 
service and home repairs are all provided for you!  

Three retirement lifestyles. One perfect for you—
or your loved one. In addition to apartment 
residences for independent living, for those seniors 
who need support, from assistance with daily living 
to dedicated memory care for Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
Hamlets at The Delaney® maximize quality of life for 
residents and peace of mind for families. 

Call (877) 730-3559 to learn more about 
The Delaney at Parkway Lakes.

Information Center: 
22167 Westheimer Parkway, Suite 145

Katy, TX 77450

Information 
Center 

Now Open

Executive Director 
Kim Parnell and, 
Director of Marketing 
and Sales Lacey Trice 
want to tell you all about 
this new community.



Katy edition • March 2017 11

S  helton Craig is not a typical 
entrepreneur. He likes to get his 

hands dirty and has done everything 
from working as a busboy at a restau-
rant to running a car wash to harvest-
ing pecans. 

“My dad was a logger,” Craig said. 
“We worked hard. If the plumbing 
broke, we fixed it. If the electricity 
broke, we fixed it.”

Craig stumbled on the Agave Road 
site at 1016 FM 1463 in the early 1990s 
when he saw a "take over payments" 
sign, and for years the property served 
as a private family retreat until 2001 
when guests were invited to a service 
for Craig's late father.   

In 2007, Craig and his partners Steve 
Livingston and Buddy Cox built and 
launched Agave Road, one of two wed-
ding venues now owned by the parent 
company, Agave Estates. 

Although it is known for its two 
all-inclusive wedding venues—flowers, 
DJ, stationery, catering, linens and 
all the planning—Agave Estates also 
hosts memorial services and includes 
a restaurant, Agave Rio, which features 
a play area for kids and an adult-only 
patio with live music on weekends.

Craig and his wife, Karina, married 
in Mexico, which they say may have 
inspired some of the agave decor. 
The adobe-style property features 

big-screen TVs and a full bar. 
“We offer every resource a bride 

needs or wants,” Craig said.
The restaurant features steaks, 

pork chops, barbecue and fresh fish. 
Chef Eric Aldis has created signature 
dishes for the venue, including Shipley 
Do-nuts bread pudding.

Aldis, who has worked at The Bella-
gio and River Oaks Country Club, was 
pretty much a gift from God, Craig said.

“I Googled top chefs in Houston and 
put them into a spreadsheet,” he said. 
“He was from Katy. I thought, ‘This is 
our guy.’”

But Craig said was concerned 
about how to get face to face with the 
renowned chef. 

The next day Craig got a call from 
someone who wanted to host a party 
at Agave, and Aldis came with him to 
cater the party. The rest is Agave history. 

The venue has attracted guests from 
all over the world, said  managing 
partner Steve Livingston. 

“I’ve heard more than one bride say, 
‘I’ve always pictured my dream wed-
ding and this is even better.’ It’s hard 
not to appreciate a job like this.”

The business partners said they 
dream of one day adding a hotel. 

“People tell me, ‘I can breathe 
here,’” Craig said. “You get kind of 
warm, fuzzy feelings.”

Agave Estates
Katy business hosts weddings and other events

BY APRIL TOWERY
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BUSINESS FEATURE

Agave Rio

1016 FM 1463, Katy  
281-665-3337  
www.agaverio.com 
Hours:  Sun. 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.,  Wed. 11 a.m.-9 
p.m., Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. 11a.m.-10:30 
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-10:30 p.m., closed Mon-
days and Tuesdays

PIN OAK RD.

KIN
GSLAND BLVD.

N

1463

10

VENUE SERVICES:
• Stationery and invitations
• Wedding coordinator
• Flowers
• Linens
• Dining and catering
• Full-bar service
• Bridal suite with salon and flat-screen 

TVs
• Groom’s suite with flat-screen TVs 

and video games

Shelton Craig, owner of Agave Estates, said he and his team provide fine dining and a 
full-service wedding venue in an attempt to ‘transport people to somewhere else.’ 

In addition to hosting weddings, memorial 
services and other events are held at Agave.

Agave Rio is one of three properties in Katy 
operated by Craig and his team. 

The venue is known for its unique offerings 
for wedding parties as well as fine dining.

RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  PROPERT Y MANAGEMENT |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT

281-220-2100
*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

18 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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Math
Help

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Now
Enrolling

for

Summer

Mathnasium of Cinco Ranch
(281) 347-7865

23930 Westheimer Pkwy. #107 Katy, TX 77494
Mathnasium of Fulshear

(832) 437-5033
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #120 Katy, TX 77494

FREE Assessment 
($99 Value) 

exp. 4/26/17

POWER MATH WORKOUTS 
Get ready for summer with introductions 
to new topics or reviews of previous ones! 
SAT I Math Prep is also available. Prevent 
summer slippage of math skills by enrolling 
your student in Mathnasium!
NUMBER SENSE 
K, 1st, and 2nd Grade
JUMP START I 
Upper Elementary Math for students 
entering 3rd grade and up
JUMP START II 
Middle School Math-6th grade
POWER INTRO
Pre-Algebra - 6th grade and up
Algebra I - 7th grade and up
High School Geometry - 8th grade and up
High School Alg II, Pre-Cal, Calculus AB/BC
POWER REVIEW 
HS Math REVIEW*
SAT I MATH PREP 
Prepare to take the SAT this 
next school year.

Now Open in Fulshear

FM 1463 at Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Open Daily: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome

memorialhermann.org/urgentcare

It’s not an emergency,  
but it’s still urgent to you. 
Now there’s a new option from Houston’s
acknowledged emergency care leader. Introducing
Memorial Hermann Urgent Care. Walk in and get the
care you need when you need it – without the wait.
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S  cott Chapman fell in love with 
pie when he was 8 years old. His 

family had just moved from Syracuse, 
New York, to Nashville, Tennessee, 
and he had discovered the decadent 
joys of Southern food. A neighbor 
made his family a chocolate fudge pie, 
and he said it was love at first bite.

In fact, Chapman said he loved the 
pie so much he resolved then and 
there to learn how to make it. His 
neighbor loaned him her cookbook, 
"Miss Daisy’s Tearoom," and he never 
imagined that the fudge pie would 
one day become a crowd favorite at 
Chapman’s own pie shop.

Before opening Proud Pie at 3522 S. 
Mason Road, Chapman got his start in 
the hotel and country club industry. 
Working his way to the front of the 
house helped him develop the love for 
the hospitality industry that he carries 
to this day, he said. 

After a successful stint as a director 
of food and drink at a local hotel, 
Chapman said he was confident he 
would have the business savvy to run 
his own company.

Proud Pie specializes in gourmet 
coffee and handmade artisan pies, 
Chapman said. The store, located 
on South Mason Road, opened in 
November 2015 and features plethora 
of original pie recipes. Every pie recipe 
the company produces was created or 
developed by Chapman himself then 
taught to the other bakers on staff. 

“There’s nothing ‘box mix’ about 
our recipes,” he said. “We start from 
scratch.”

The store features 14 pie flavors, 
including Kohala coconut cream and 
Miss Daisy’s rich chocolate fudge.  

Chapman uses his own interpretation 
of the classic recipe, instead substitut-
ing in Ghirardelli dark chocolate and 
cococa powder. 

A large part of the store’s rise in 
popularity has been its dedication to 
handmade pies with no additives or 
preservatives, Chapman said. 

Each morning, the baking staff 
begins preparing pies at 7 a.m. and 
bakes them in small batches until 
around 3 p.m. The kitchen churns out 
anywhere from 65 to 200 pies a day, 
enough to stock both the storefront 
property and the Proud Pie mobile 
truck. 

Proud Pie uses a small batch 
kitchen method because the lack of 
additives or preservatives reduces  
the shelf life of each pie to around  
48 hours, Chapman said. 

Every recipe exclusively calls for 
real butter, not shortening, lard or 
margarine, and all cream pies feature 
hand-whipped heavy cream. 

Because each pie crust is shaped 
and crimped by hand, no two pies 
ever look the same, Chapman said. 

“Each pie is different—like a special 
snowflake,” he said.

Connecting with families is an 
important part of starting a business, 
he said. Chapman said he picked 
Katy as the location for his first store 
because of the great family environ-
ment in the city. 

The store offers a variety of commu-
nity engagement activities, including 
a weekly bingo night and a twice 
monthly pie giveaway.

“Our roots are deep in Katy,” Chap-
man said. “There are a lot of great 
cities in Texas but Katy is home.”

Proud Pie
Katy residents enjoy homemade delicacies

BY IMANI MCGARRELL

Proud Pie

3522 S. Mason Road, Katy 
281-392-2203 
www.proudpie.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.– 9:30 p.m., Fri. 
and Sat. 8 a.m.–10:30 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m. 
–9 p.m.
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DINING FEATURE

AMAZING PIE RACE
Twice a month, Proud Pie owner Scott 
Chapman has a pie giveaway. On the 
second and fourth Saturday of each 
month, Chapman hides somewhere in 
Katy and leaves clues on Instagram.

How to play:

• Follow Proud Pie on Instagram @
proudpie.

• Watch for the three clue posts and 
the password.

• Use the clues to find Scott.
• The first 10 people to find him get a 

free pie.

Wonkaberry is one of 14 pies that regularly 
appear on the menu at Proud Pie in Katy.

Proud Pie features a seating area and offers 
free Wi-Fi service. 

Proud Pie owner Scott Chapman displays a pie at his Mason Road shop in Katy. The busi-
ness specializes in gourmet coffee and handmade artisan pies. 

Jamie McMartin, CNAS
Real estate consultant • Relocation specialist

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

It’s a Katy T hing!s a Katy s a Katy T hing!
...and we love it!
TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 5 STAR REALTOR
4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

* out of 520 clients surveyed

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com

™
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DRINKS
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Witchy Woman  
TaD's Steak & Steakfood

Mocha frappe 
Serene Beans

A   coffee shop staple, the frozen 
mocha frappe at Serene Beans 

distinguishes itself from the competi-
tion with a fine quality, owner Karen 
Howard said. 

The iced drink—which costs $3.88 
for a 12-ounce cup and $4.38 for a 
16-ounce cup—is made with Ghi-
radelli Chocolate, Lavazza Espresso, 
Ghiradelli frappe, whole milk and 
homemade whipped cream. 

“We use top-quality products,” she 
said. 

Serene Beans opened in October 
and offers more than 45 varieties of 
coffee, with both hot and cold options, 
including lattes and cappuccinos. 

“We chose old Katy,” Howard said. 
“I didn’t want the commercialism. 
What we’re trying to do here is a cof-
feehouse feel.”

The shop at 1512 Avenue C also 
serves as an entertainment venue, 
offering a variety of leisure activities 
for the public, including live music 
and local artist showcases once a 
month.

F   or the customer who enjoys the 
sweet and the spicy, TaD’s Steak 

& Seafood offers the Witchy Woman, 
a rum-based cocktail that costs $12.

The drink includes strawberry rum 
with habanero lime syrup, sour mix, 
cranberry and fresh strawberries, all 
topped with a champagne dunk.

“We wanted to have a drink that 
was fun and different,” General Man-
ager Dory Steen said. “It’s light and 
refreshing. Being in Houston, you 
know it’s hot.”

The Witchy Woman is one of 22 
specialty cocktails on the menu at 
TaD’s although the restaurant creates 
seasonal drinks throughout the year.

“We have a little bit of everything,” 
Steen said. “As we go through the sea-
sons, we want our bartenders, servers 
and customers to give us feedback 
on what they want. If it goes well, we 
add them to the menu.”

Steen said TaD’s is always looking 
for new creative drinks, including 
adding No Label Brewing Co.’s Don 
Jalapeno Ale to a bloody mary.

BY JAKE SNYDER

TaD’s Steak & Seafood

1425 FM 1463, Katy

281-665-1149

www.tadsofkaty.com

Hours: Sun.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

Serene Beans

1512 Avenue C, Katy

281-391-4480

www.serenebeans.com

Hours: Mon. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Tue.-Fri. 7 
a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.KIN
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At Marine Military Academy, we work hard ... and play hard! Make the most of your 
son’s summer and send him to our four-week summer camp. Every day, he’ll participate 
in challenging but exciting physical and military activities that will build his fitness, 
confidence and self-motivation! It’s no wonder boys from across the nation and around 
the world line up for MMA Summer Camp! Register your son today!

MMA SUMMER  CAMP
JULY 1 - 29, 2017

MMA-TX.ORG/SUMMERCAMP »» 956.423.6006
MMA Summer Camp  »» A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 12-18 »» MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX  78550
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Monday, March 27 @ 7 p.m. »»  Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Tuesday, March 28 @ 7 p.m. »» Marriott Westloop Galleria
Wednesday, March 29 @ 7 p.m. »» Courtyard By Marriott Houston Katy Mills
Thursday, March 30 @ 7 p.m. »» Courtyard By Marriott Sugar Land

ATTEND A FREE
PRESENTATION

NEAR YOU!
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BE TH AM HANGERCEE G

SOME PLAY THE GAME
FEW CHANGE THE GAME

SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM

FASTER ATHLETES

EXPLOSIVE STRENGTH

CHANGE

 

OF

 

DIRECTION

COMPLETE EVALS

281.394.9494
WWW.THELABKATY.COM

SOME PLAY THE GAME 

FEW CHANGE THE GAME 

281.394.9494  

     WWW.THELABKATY.COM 

BE THE GAME CHANGER 

FASTER ATHLETES 

EXPLOSIVE STRENGTH 

CHANGE OF DIRECTION 

COMPLETE EVALS 

SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM 

CLASSES FOR YOUTH, HIGH SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE, AND PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES

I AM > 59
I am  

creative.

All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not 
to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra  at Cross Creek Ranch 
Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features 
or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where 
prior registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Cross Creek Ranch is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one 
resident at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a Taylor 
Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © March 2017, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

BonterraLiving.com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

Bonterra at Cross Creek Ranch was created 
with you in mind. From exciting social outings to 

inspiring amenities and activities, Bonterra celebrates 
those who appreciate the art of living well.

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

8 MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!   

BONCC-077 March Community impact_MECH.indd   1 3/1/17   3:05 PM

UT Physicians Clinic
Close to Home

UT PHYSICIANS COLON AND RECTAL CLINIC AT KATY

Our UT Physicians specialists comprise the 
second largest colon and rectal surgery 
group in the United States. We are a major 
referral center for colon and rectal cancer, 
including screening, evaluation and surgical 
treatment. Our surgeons use the latest 
minimally invasive surgical techniques, 
along with traditional colorectal procedures 
to diagnose, evaluate, and treat colorectal 
cancer and other benign disorders, such as 
diverticulitis, hemorrhoids, and
in�ammatory bowel disease.  

OMAR I. MADRIZ, MD, FACS

SCOTT T. MCKNIGHT, MD, FACS

23920 Katy Freeway, Suite 580
Katy, TX 77474
713-486-4730

UTPhysicians.com
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1  Spring Green roundabout

Construction has been postponed until 
January 2018 on a four-legged roundabout 
that will connect the two existing segments 
of Spring Green Boulevard as well as Cinco 
Trace Drive and Katy Flewellen Road. In 
addition to constructing the two-lane, one-
way roundabout, Cinco Trace Drive will be 
extended 144 feet from its end point to the 
roundabout. Katy Flewellen Road will be 
widened from two to four lanes of concrete 
boulevard from Willow Lane 450 feet to the 
roundabout. 

The existing north and south segments of 
Spring Green Boulevard will be extended 
a total of 1,380 feet from their existing end 
points to the roundabout. 

The project has been delayed due to right 
of way acquisition issues, according to 
county officials.   

Timeline: January-May 2018

Cost: $3.7 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, New-
land Communities

1A  Crossover Road relocation

A segment of Crossover Road starting at 
the new Spring Green roundabout and 
extending west 1,344 feet will be removed. 
Crossover Road will then be rebuilt from 
the western end point in a northeast direc-
tion 1,100 feet and connected to Spring 
Green Boulevard north of the planned 

RECENT UPDATES

COMPILED BY JAKE SNYDERTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

roundabout. The new segment of Cross-
over Road will be four lanes of concrete 
boulevard with underground storm drains 
on one side. The land vacated by the road’s 
removal will be returned to the adjacent 
landowners. The original Crossover Road 
will remain open during construction of the 
realigned portion. The project has been de-
layed due to right of way acquisition issues.  

Timeline: January-May 2018

Cost: Funding for the project is included in 
the Spring Green roundabout project

Funding sources: Fort Bend County

NEARING COMPLETION
2  Katy-Gaston Road realignment at 

FM 1093

Katy-Gaston Road—which will be widened 
and realigned along a 0.5-mile portion of 
the existing road—is scheduled to reach 
completion by the end of March. 

Starting at Summerset Ridge Lane, the 
road will be widened from a two-lane 
asphalt road to a four-lane concrete boule-
vard. The final 0.17-mile portion of the road 
will be shifted 500 feet to the west to align 
with the new section of Katy-Gaston Road 
south of FM 1093.

Timeline: July 2016-March 2017

Cost: $1.3 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County
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How are state speed 
limits determined?
Whenever a new road is built in 
Texas, the entity constructing the 
roadway is required to reach out to 
the Texas Transportation Commission 
to determine the speed limit for the 
new road, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 

Factors that determine a road’s speed 

limit include the road’s length and 
location, transitions from other speed 
limits, directional differences, trial 
runs of the roadway and the location of 
regulatory speed limit signs along the 
road, according to TxDOT. 

Local governments hold some control 
over determining speed limits as well. 
Cities, counties and other government 
officials work with TxDOT to conduct 
traffic and engineering studies and 
pass city speed ordinances based 

on TxDOT recommendations, TxDOT 
Public Information Officer Deidrea 
George said. 

Legislation filed this session could 
affect speed limits across the state. 
State Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, filed 
House Bill 1368 to lower the prima facie 
speed limits on urban district roads 
in Texas from 30 mph to 25 mph. The 
prima facie speed limit is the unspoken 
speed limit on roads without a posted 
limit.

HOW IT WORKS
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26440 FM 1093 #A100 • Richmond, TX. 77406 • (832)-437-7584 • info@handlebarcyclery.com

PACE GROUPS 

Beginner
27 mile route

14-17mph avg speed

Intermediate
27-40 miles

18-20mph avg speed

Advanced 
40 miles

20+mph avg speed

Weekly Saturday 
group road ride

Shop opens at 7am for socializing and last-minute needs - ride rolls at 7:30am sharp.  Bathrooms and free 
coffee. Starts/End at the shop. View routes at: www.strava.com/clubs/HandlebarCyclery

CERTIFIED
BIKE SHOP

FREE BP MS 150 inspections 
now through April 21st

Bikes for Kids and Adults • Full-Service Repair Shop 
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heritagetexas.com

CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK
832.256.6118

BRENDA TAQUINO
713.825.8773

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND
281.620.8427

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

ROBIN MUECK
CEO

KATY OFFICE
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Suite 140 | Katy, Texas 77494 | 281.574.0900

MEMORIAL OFFICE
14340 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77079 | 281.493.3880

heritagetexas.com

1

2

3

5531 Crest View Terrace Ct. 1.

5806 Caspian Falls Ln.       2.

25606 Farrier Dr.  3. $272,000

$585,000

$589,000
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TMEIC breaks ground in Katy, set to bring 100 jobs to area

YMCA at Katy Main Street hosts opening

Katy fire departments end long dispute with settlement

BY APRIL TOWERY 

A Japanese electronic 
products corporation broke 
ground off Grand Parkway 
and north of I-10 at Energy 
West Business Park in Katy 
on Feb. 16.

Toshiba Mitsubishi-Elec-
tric Industrial Systems Corp., 
or TMEIC, is expected to 

bring in at least 100 full-time 
jobs, said Lance LaCour, 
president and CEO of the 
Katy Area Economic Devel-
opment Council. 

“We’re focused on compa-
nies like TMEIC because of 
the jobs,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of value added.”

Capital expenditures for 

the project amount to about 
$6 million, LaCour said. 
The facility, constructed 
by Lone Star Construction, 
is expected to open in late 
2017. 

KAEDC assisted in recruit-
ing the company, which 
manufactures solar power 
inverters.

BY IMANI MCGARRELL 

The YMCA of Greater Hous-
ton hosted a grand opening 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony 
March 3 to celebrate the 
completion of a second center 
west of Pin Oak Road and I-10 
on Main Street in Katy.

The two days following the 
ceremony consisted of a host 
of family-friendly festivities, 
as well as live class demon-
strations. Classes offered at 
the 6.58-acre property range 
from Zumba, swimming 
lessons, martial arts, Pilates, 
aerial yoga and cheerleading. 

The state-of-the-art center 
is located on Katy Main Street 
and is one of the most unique 
centers in the Greater Hous-
ton area, according to YMCA 
representatives. 

The center features health 
and wellness activities, such 
as aquatics and youth sports 
like baseball, basketball, 
flag football, soccer, soft-
ball, swimming and volley-
ball. Adult sports include 

basketball, volleyball, pick-
leball, racquetball, karate, 
swimming, dance, tae kwon 
do and self defense. 

Additionally, several com-
munity programs including 
summer day camp, after-
school care and senior activi-
ties are offered.

The 41,000 square-foot 
facility includes group exer-
cise rooms, a heated outdoor 
pool, a basketball gym, 
strength training and cardio 
equipment, a cycle studio and 
a coffee bar. 

The center is expected to 
receive more than 400,000 
visits a year and will provide 
approximately $250,000 in 
program scholarships and 
community assistance. 

It will also create more than 
200 area jobs, according to 
YMCA officials.

The facility is open Monday 
through Friday from 5 a.m.-10 
p.m., Saturdays from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Sundays from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

BY APRIL TOWERY 

Following an 18-month dispute over 
millions of dollars’ worth of fire engines 
and bunker gear, Harris County Emergency 
Services District 48 and West I-10 Volunteer 
Fire Department announced March 10 that 
the parties have reached a settlement. 

The dispute began in August 2015 when 
ESD 48 began providing its own emergency 
response services rather than contracting 
with West I-10 for their volunteer labor. West 
I-10 personnel seized helmets, personal 
protective equipment, bunker gear and vehi-
cles, which remained in a storage facility for 
several months. 

According to legal documents, West 
I-10 VFD board members maintained they 
owned all fire and emergency assets per a YMCA held a grand opening March 3 at its facility on Katy Main Street.

Officials broke ground on a new facility for electronics company TMEIC at Energy West Business Park on Feb. 16. 

contract with ESD 48, and although they have 
continued a public outreach program, they 
have not responded to a service call since 
August 2015. 

“As part of the agreement, West I-10 VFD and 
HCESD 48 agreed to a monetary settlement for 
outstanding invoices and equitable transition 
of all disputed vehicles and assets,” ESD 48 
public information officer Simon VanDyk said 
in a press release issued in mid-March. “West 
I-10 VFD will keep two fire trucks, a number 
of command vehicles, a safety trailer, and 
sufficient firefighting gear to outfit their cur-
rent members. HCESD 48 will receive various 
fire trucks, including trucks, ambulances, 
command and support vehicles, firefighting 
equipment and the remaining firefighting gear 
not allocated to West I-10 VFD.”
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MEETINGS

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting is 
March 27.
Board Room, Education Support Complex,
6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
281-396-6000 • www.katyisd.org

Katy ISD approves name of second district stadium

Annual district Mentors of the Year recognized

Future Farmers of America students raise more 
than $600,000 at annual livestock show event

KATY ISD     The Katy ISD board of 
trustees approved a recommendation 
to name the district’s second athletic 
stadium and field Feb. 27 following 
a process that involved extensive 
public input.

The board unanimously voted 7-0 
to name the facility Legacy Stadium 
at the recommendation of the Second 
Stadium Naming Advisory Commit-
tee. 

The committee was formed to iden-
tify a suitable name for the stadium 
that would align with the core values 
and beliefs of KISD, according to a 
press release.

The group sought and reviewed 
name nominations from the KISD 
community and presented its recom-
mendation at the Feb. 21 work study 

meeting. Dozens of parents, staff and 
teachers attended the public forum to 
voice their input.

The board also approved the rec-
ommendation that the stadium field 
be named Mike Johnston Field after 
the former Katy High School football 
coach.

“It’s an honor to recognize all the 
former legacies which continue to 
inspire our students,” said KISD 
board president Rebecca Fox. “Coach 
Johnston is a perfect example of an 
individual who continues to pour out 
his love and dedication for the future 
generation.”

The multipurpose school facility is 
expected to open in fall 2017 and will 
be part of the Academy Sports+Out-
doors Student Activities Complex.

KATY ISD    Nine KISD educators were 
honored as Mentors of the Year  
during a March 9 event. 

The mentors were recognized by 
Ties & Tiaras for their participation in 
the district’s Keep Encouraging Youth 
toward Success (KEYS) program. 

KEYS scholarship sponsors also 
were recognized for their contribu-
tions to the program. 

According to Katy ISD, the KEYS 
Scholarship Fund has awarded more 
than $300,000 to graduating KEYS 
seniors since its inception in 2006. 

The program matches an adult 
with a student for up to one hour a 
week with the intent of building rela-
tionships rather than tutoring. The 
group honored at the March event 
has mentored a total of 35 students. 

KATY ISD    Katy ISD Future Farmers 
of America brought in more than 
$633,000 in the annual livestock 
show held in February.

Nearly 500 youth exhibited entries 
in the show, which is one prong of 
the program that provides leadership 
skills, personal growth and career 
success for students, according to the 
Texas FFA Association. 

Top live auction winners in the 
KISD event included the following:
In the rabbits category, Jack Allen 
was named grand champion, 
earning $4,900. Andrew Hamilton 
was reserve champion, taking home 
$4,899.

In the broilers category, Jennifer 
Conrad took home the grand cham-
pion title with $6,000. Jaron Hum-
phrey earned $4,600 as the reserve 
champion. 

Nicole Sleiman was named grand 
champion in the goat category and 

Katy ISD COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL AND APRIL TOWERYEDUCATION NOTES

Students with Katy ISD Future Farmers of America brought in more than $633,000 at the 
district's annual livestock show. Almost 500 youth exhibited in the show, held in February.
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took home $4,500, and Drew Douglass 
was reserve champion with $4,499.

Kayla Powers was the grand cham-
pion in the lamb category, netting 
$7,200, and Megan Abernathy brought 
home $4,800 as reserve champion. 

Jaxon Maikoetter earned $8,000 as 
grand champion in the hog category, 
and Beau Barrilleaux scooped up 
$7,999 as reserve champion. 

In the steer category, Logan Baird was 
grand champion with $20,000. Madison 
Costlow brought in $13,000 as reserve 
champion. KISD reported about 19,000 
people attended the four-day event.

MENTORS OF THE YEAR
The following—who collectively rep-
resent 51 years of service to the KEYS 
program—were named Katy ISD’s 
2017 Mentors of the Year: 

•  Fred Crist, McDonald JHS
• Kevin Drury, Rylander ES
• James Grima, Wolfe ES
• Kirsten Hampshire, Seven Lakes HS
• Steven Herold, Bear Creek ES
• Don Mach, Taylor HS
• Karen Morey, Hayes ES
• Donna Ortiz, Cardiff JHS
• Susan Reilly, Katy HS

Volunteers serve at each KISD cam-
pus at all grade levels. 

The program also matches coaches 
who help students prepare for the 
Houston Half Marathon. 

www.egamishfurniture.com

Family Owned, American Made

Friendswood Location
18980 Gulf Freeway, Friendswood

281-286-9911

Sugar Land Location 
3616 Hwy 6 S, Sugar Land 

281-277-0485

Built for a Lifetime
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Dance on Over 

APRIL 1ST • 12PM-4PM

#JORDANRANCHCRAWFISHBOIL 

FREE EVENT
DONATIONS ACCEPTED 
FOR THE MARCH OF DIMES

JORDANRANCHTEXAS.COM
TAKE I-10 EXIT JORDAN RANCH BLVD.

LIVE MUSIC BY BAYOU ROUX
FRESH CRAWFISH | FOOD TRUCKS

FACE PAINTING | BOUNCE HOUSES 
ICE-COLD BEER AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Tour 9 fully 
furnished 

model homes 
NEW HOMES 
FROM THE $250’S 

PART OF HOUSTON’S 
LARGEST HOME TOUR

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $230s

Avalon at Spring Green  n  Cane Island  n  Cinco Ranch 
Firethorne  n  Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek  n  Jordan Ranch

A Home Equity Line of Credit* 
from Amegy Bank can fund just 
about anything under the sun, like 
a pool, a dream trip, college tuition 
or even cash flow management 
for the family budget. 

Get a low introductory  
rate on an Amegy Bank  
Home Equity Line of Credit.  
Apply for yours today.

The Amegy Bank®  
Great Don’t-Wait Rate.

Apply for yours today.

Important Disclosure Information:
*Loans subject to credit approval; terms and conditions apply. Minimum loan amount $8,000. Minimum 
draw amount is $4,000. Property insurance is required. Offer not available for existing Amegy Bank Home 
Equity Lines of Credit. Other loan options are available. Advertised offer subject to change at any time. Loan 
application must be received by 05/27/17 for offer to apply. Speak with an Amegy banker for more details. 
APR: Advertised APRs are effective as of 02/27/17. 2.99% introductory APR is fixed for the first 12 months of 
account opening; after introductory period, variable APR of 3.50% - 6.75% will apply based on commitment 
amount, loan-to-value, lien position and credit worthiness. The variable APR is based on the Prime Rate as 
stated in The Wall Street Journal (3.75% as of 2/27/2017) plus a margin and is subject to change at any 
time. The APR will change effective with changes in the Index. If the APR adjusts, the maximum APR will 
not exceed 18% and the minimum APR will not be lower than 3.50%. Discounts: No additional discounts 
may apply during the introductory period. After the Introductory period, additional discounts may apply. 
Speak with an Amegy banker for more details. Fees: No closing costs on loans up to $250,000, unless a full 
appraisal is necessary. For lines over $250,000 or those under $250,000 that require a full appraisal, borrower 
is responsible for 3rd party closing costs which may range from $425 up to 3% of loan amount.

A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender NMLS#467014
©2017 ZB, N.A.

Respond Now! 

Call: 
Michelle Toliver  
281-238-7021 

Visit:
Amegy Bank 
919 Avenue C

Katy, Texas 77493 
Online: 

www.amegybank.com/ 
HELOCRate

Introductory 2.99% 
APR* fixed for the first  

12 months; variable  
3.50% - 6.75%  
APR thereafter.
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New road, lake excavation slated for completion by end of year
City breaks ground on Katy Boardwalk

BY JAKE SNYDER

The city of Katy has broken ground 
on the Katy Boardwalk District, a 
mixed-use project including a board-
walk, nature trails, two loft-living 
apartment complexes, retail stores 
and restaurants.

The city has awarded three con-
tracts in direct to the completion of 
the first phase of the project, which 
is contractually required to reach 
completion by Dec. 31, according to 
Katy's director of tourism, marketing 
and public relations, Kayce Reina.

Reina said one of the first projects 
to be completed is a thoroughfare 
roadway—referred to as the “reverse 
L”—that must be completed before the 
lake can be excavated and the loft-liv-
ing complexes can begin construction.

“The infrastructure and roadways 

also activate the first loft-living com-
plex that will be under construction 
this year, as well,” Reina said. 

The roadway will connect with 
Kingsland Boulevard, creating access 
to a parking lot and public restrooms, 
which will be built for visitors of the 
boardwalk. 

Development company Sueba 
USA—the developers of the loft-living 
complex—plans to begin building the 
first of two facilities in June or July, 
Reina said.

“They’re going to be prepping the 
land and getting [construction] ready 
to go,” Reina said. “They’re teed up 
and ready to go, but they obviously 
can’t get in there because there is no 
road. As soon as the road is complete, 
they are able to then start setting up 
all of the construction for that.”

The lake will include several small 
islands connected by walking paths, 
which will be constructed immedi-
ately after the lake is excavated. The 
boardwalk path is separated over 
different phases of the project, with 
the first phase located at the south-
west corner.

“As soon as the excavation of 
the lake is done, we’ll immediately 
follow with coming in and building 
the actual boardwalk path, planning 
of the landscaping and irrigation,” 
Reina said. “That will be complete by 
the end of this year.”

Plans also continue to develop for 
the following phases of the Board-
walk District. Reina said developers 
have begun development phases of 
the hotel conference center.

The hotel brand has yet to be 
announced, and plans are also con-
tingent upon the excavation of the 
lake, which will help to determine 
the layout of the lake, Reina said.

“The second phase of the boardwalk 

project is where the hotel conference 
center will be,” Reina said. “That edge 
where the conference center touches 
the lake hasn’t yet been defined. The 
design is still happening for that. We 
didn’t want to go in and build things 
that have to be torn out.”

In August 2016, the city entered 
into negotiations with—and eventu-
ally hired—KB Development to focus 
on the development of the area, 
screening and recruiting hotel com-
panies for the site. 

The Boardwalk District will be 
directly south of Katy Mills and 
centered around a large lake with a 
boardwalk and nature trails. Pre-
liminary plans for the project also 
include retail and dining locations 
and a residential neighborhood.

When completed, the Boardwalk 
District is slated to include 650 loft 
residences, 145,000 square feet of 
mixed-use commercial space and 
approximately 60,000 square feet of 
retail space.

RENDERING COURTESY CITY OF KATY

The city of Katy is contractually obligated to finish Phase I of the Katy Boardwalk District project by the end of 2017.DEVELOPMENT
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The first portion of 
Phase I will include the 
addition of a roadway.

The Orchard is a safe, secure 
environment offering freedom of 
choice, and a sense of independence 
based upon person centered care.

•  Family owned and operated 
•  Delicious meals 
•  Dedicated waitstaff 
•  Medication administration included  
•  Pet Friendly! 

All backed by  
The Orchard Promise

Call us at  
281-371-3000   
or visit us at  
24802 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy, TX 77494

www.theorchardkaty.com
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Document maps out council's goals for marketing and leadership

Katy Area EDC launches 2020 strategic plan

BY APRIL TOWERY

The Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council recently unveiled its 
“Katy Area 2020” strategic plan, which 
calls for identifying and targeting 
new industries, marketing the area, 
building relationships with real estate 
officials and retaining and expanding 
local employers.

TadZo consulting firm, facilitated 
the development of the plan, which 
involved focus groups, an advisory 
committee and a survey for the public. 

“We asked people what was import-
ant to them,” said Lance LaCour, pres-
ident and CEO of the Katy Area EDC. 
“We asked what kind of companies we 
should be recruiting. People want more 
headquartered companies and energy 
services. With the oil and gas slump, 
we didn’t lose any of the major employ-
ers but some went down by head count 
20 to 30 percent.”

Between 2010 and 2015, the KAEDC 
recruited more than $1.5 billion in 

capital investment and brought in 
8,200 jobs.

“Some sectors do better than oth-
ers,” LaCour said. Health care, retail 
and tourism historically perform well 
in Katy, he said. 

The KAEDC also has partnered with 
higher education officials to bring in 
University of Houston and UH-Victoria 
campuses.

“That’s going to be really big for the 
area,” LaCour said. “We have an engi-
neering focus, and we’ve been encour-
aging that for years. There are 8,000 
students at both of those campuses.”

The KAEDC also is pushing a lead-
ership agenda, with plans to “form 
partnerships for conceptualizing, 
designing and implementing a leader-
ship institute,” according to the 2020 
plan. The document outlines a plan for 
KAEDC officials to structure a public 
improvement district for the Grand 
Parkway along I-10 to Mason Road. 
The district would focus on “mobility 

planning, road maintenance, 
security and safety, enhancing curb 
appeal and strengthening impact of 
branding the area,” according to the 
document.

Not all the objectives listed in the 
11-page plan, posted at www.katyedc.
org, will be implemented this year, 
LaCour said, but the KAEDC hopes to 

BUSINESS
KAEDC's accomplishments & goals

Between 2010 and 2015, the Katy EDC 
accomplished the following:

Location of University of 
Houston and UH-Victoria 
campuses

$1.5 billion in 
capital investment

8,200 jobs 
were created

Expanded board 
of governors 
membership

Recruited Geico project

25% revenue increase

42% 
membership 
increase

Marketing and business 
development

• Recruit new industries
• Expand local employers
• Reach out to key 

influencers
• Marketing strategy

Competitiveness

• Increase talent pool
• Real estate and 

infrastructure

Leadership

• Leadership 
institute

• Diversity
• Government 

relations

Effective organization

• Governance
• Resources

Katy Area Economic Development Council 
plans to focus on four major areas during 
the next few years.

• Operations
• Communications

• Elected officials 
• Economic 

development 
institute

use it as a road map going forward.
“We’ll continue blocking and 

tackling,” he said. “We’ll be recruiting 
new companies, and we’re trying to get 
more proactive in our marketing.”

SOURCE: KATY AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Life in abundant natural splendor.  
That’s Cross Creek Ranch.  

A community rich in amenities, including a nature overlook,  
Adventure Island, fitness center, on-site café and more.
• 28 beautiful model homes  
•  On-site Katy ISD elementary with a 2nd  

under construction in 2017!   
• $220s –Million +

CrossCreekTexas.com             Westpark Tollway/ 1093 just west of 1463

Beauty 
 is in our 

nature.

[         [         

Cross
creek
ranch

WESTPARK TOLLWAYCCRCO-242 CommImpact Half Page Ad MAR_MECH.indd   1 2/15/17   11:46 AM
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21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

3 MONTHS FREE 
WITH LEASE 
CONTRACT

Contract must be 
signed by 4/30/17. 

Call o�  ce for details.

The Avalon Apartments

Contact a Memorial Hermann Joint Center. 
And start living pain free.

Call 713.272.1888 or visit jointpain.memorialhermann.org  
for more information or to make an appointment.

Staying active is key to staying healthy. That’s why Joint Center 
specialists use the most advanced treatments to get you moving 
again. From new prescription options, to minimally invasive  
surgical interventions, our affiliated body of experts is ready to  
help you find the best path to the life you want to live. 

TAKE ACTION
AND OVERCOME

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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Harris County program offers educational classes instead of jail 

Marijuana program eliminates jail time

BY VANESSA HOLT AND APRIL TOWERY

Harris County’s Misdemeanor 
Marijuana Diversion Program, under 
which individuals caught with small 
amounts of marijuana will have an 
option to take a county educational 
class instead of serving jail time, 
went into effect March 1. The program 
has seen a mixed reaction from local 
officials, but opposing legislators 
have yet to act since the program was 
announced in February.

Under the new program announced 
Feb. 16 by District Attorney Kim 
Ogg, there will be no arrest, cita-
tion, charge, jail or record for those 
caught possessing up to 4 ounces of 
marijuana if they enter a voluntary 
diversion program. 

If less than 4 ounces of cannabis is 
found on a person, he or she will have 
to take a four-hour educational class 
called “Cognitive Decision Making” 
within 90 days. Once the class is com-
plete, no charge is filed.

Fort Bend County officials said they 
have no plans to follow suit. 

“We are not Harris County,” Fort 
Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls said. 
“I think they did this as a result of 
dealing with overcrowding issues. It’s 
logistics and fiscal issues. They’re hav-
ing to outsource housing of prisoners. 

They’re spending an enormous 
amount of money on overtime.”

Nehls said overcrowding has never 
been an issues at the Fort Bend 
County Jail.

“We’ve got plenty of room at the 
inn,” he said. 

However, the sheriff said the issue is 
receiving a lot of attention and cannot 
be ignored. 

“There are more and more states 
jumping on board with a referendum, 
letting the voters decide,” he said. 
“Eventually the issue needs to be 
addressed in Texas.” 

Possession of less than 4 ounces of 
marijuana—which would almost fill 
up a sandwich bag—is a Class B mis-
demeanor in Fort Bend County. 

Nehls said he could support a 
program that minimizes punishment 
or jail time for a first-time offender but 
he disagrees with Ogg that third- or 
fourth-time offenders should have no 
other consequence than taking a class. 

“There are many, many kids who 
are smoking marijuana,” Nehls said. 
“I’m almost beginning to believe more 
kids are smoking marijuana than 
smoking cigarettes. If you think we’re 
winning the war on drugs, we’re really 
not.”

 Fort Bend County District Attorney 
John Healey Jr. said he intends to 
continue prosecuting possession of 
marijuana as a misdemeanor.

“In general, I think there’s a prob-
lem with marijuana and a problem 
with people driving who have been 
using marijuana,” he said. 

Healey added he has reached out to 
Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo and 

Katy Police Chief Bill Hastings to make 
them aware that no changes are on the 
horizon in Fort Bend County. 

State lawmakers also have 
expressed concerns. 

“Although I support prearrest diver-
sion programs for first-time youthful 
offenders for possession of small 
amounts of marijuana, this is a dan-
gerous policy that goes too far,” said 
state Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Houston, 
whose district includes a portion of 
Harris County. “It’s bad for the county, 
bad for our kids and good for the drug 
dealers.”

However, Huffman and other local 
legislators have yet to challenge the 
county program at the legislative 
level. 

As of March 2, no legislation has 
been filed by local legislators to pre-
vent Ogg’s diversion program since it 
was announced.

 “It’s unclear in which direction 
conservative lawmakers will go,” said 
Melissa Hamilton, a visiting crimi-
nal law scholar at the University of 
Houston.

Hamilton said in recent years there 
has been a growing movement among 
conservatives to support diversion 
programs to reduce the jail and prison 
population in Texas.

“I do think it’s relevant that it’s a 
misdemeanor and under 4 ounces,” 
Hamilton said. “Diversion programs 
for minor amounts of marijuana are 
common. We have been successful in 
saving money and peoples’ lives by 
diverting them from jail and diverting 
them from having a criminal convic-
tion.”

Hamilton said lawmakers opposed 
to the program could counter the 
law by enacting statewide require-
ments for prosecution in these cases. 
However, such requirements are 

uncommon, she said.
“Outside of domestic violence 

[prosecution], we tend not to see those 
statewide requirements on prosecu-
tion,” Hamilton said.

Harris County Precinct 4 Constable 
Mark Herman said his department is 
prepared to work with the new guide-
lines set by the district attorney’s 
office.

“We at the Precinct 4 constable’s 
office will continue to serve and 
protect our citizens,” Herman said. 
“I have personally met with [District 
Attorney] Ogg on her new program, 
and we will work with her office on 
the policy she has set.”

CITY & COUNTY

As of March 1, no arrest in  
Harris County for possession of 
up to 4 ounces of marijuana.

Harris County implemented a program 
to decriminalize possession of up to 4 
ounces of marijuana.

Harris County District Attorney  
Kim Ogg said the county has spent:

on 107,000 misdemeanor marijuana 
possession cases in the past decade. 

Offender has 90 days to 
take a four-hour educational 

class called “Cognitive 
Decision Making.” 

An estimated  
12,000 people could be 

diverted from the criminal  
justice system annually.

A CLOSE-UP LOOK
AT THE MISDEMEANOR  
MARIJUANA PROGRAM

$25  
million  
a year

“THERE ARE MANY, MANY 
KIDS WHO ARE SMOKING 
MARIJUANA. I’M ALMOST 
BEGINNING TO BELIEVE MORE 
KIDS ARE SMOKING MARIJUANA 
THAN SMOKING CIGARETTES. ”

— TROY NEHLS, FORT BEND COUNTY SHERIFF

Harris  
County

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Schedule your appointment today! 713-442-0000  |  kelsey-seybold.com/katy

Just down the road … our Cinco Ranch Clinic 
is located at 23000 Highland Knolls Drive in 
Katy with specialists in Family Medicine, 
OB/GYN and Pediatrics.

Among the specialists welcoming new patients are (L-R): Matthew Isom, D.O., F.A.C.O.G., OB/GYN; 
Felicia Jordan, M.D., F.A.C.P., Internal Medicine; Justo Montalvo, M.D., Pulmonary Medicine/Sleep 
Medicine; Kara Carter, M.D., Pediatrics; Rahim Haikal, M.D., F.A.A.P., Family Medicine; 
Roula Sabbagh, M.D., Pediatrics; and Jonathan Aliota, M.D., Cardiology.

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic – Katy provides 
comprehensive multispecialty care with a 
Kelsey Pharmacy and full diagnostic and lab 
services onsite. Schedule an appointment 
today by calling our 24/7 Contact Center at 
713-442-0000.

We’ve got more ways to be 
Your Doctors for Life.

Get KelseyConnectedSM Today!

22121 FM 1093
Richmond, TX  77407 
713-442-4100

• Primary Care
• Specialty Care
• Digital 

Mammography 
• MRI

• Ultrasound
• Lab
• X-ray
• Kelsey Pharmacy

Impact Half page-Jan 2017_Katy.indd   1 11/30/16   1:49 PMpassion
WEEK

EXPERIENCE

WEST CAMPUS
Wednesday, April 12 - Friday, April 14 | Wednesday & Thursday • 9AM-8PM 

Friday • 9-11AM & 1-8PM

1463 CAMPUS
Wednesday, April 12 - Friday, April 14 | Wednesday & Thursday • 9AM-8PM 

Friday • 9-11AM & 1-8PM

JOURNEY THROUGH STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND 
EXPERIENCE THE FINAL DAYS OF JESUS’ LIFE

Come celebrate Easter with the Second Family

West Campus • 19449 Katy Fwy at Fry Rd
1463 Campus • 5757 FM 1463 at S Fry Rd

EASTER CELEBRATION SERVICES
West Campus:

Friday, April 14 • 12PM | Saturday, April 15 • 4:30PM*
Sunday, April 16 • 9:30 & 11AM

*Join us outdoors for an Easter Extravaganza immediately following the Saturday service.

1463 Campus:
Friday, April 14 • 12PM | Sunday, April 16 • 9:30 & 11AM

Second Baptist Church • Dr. Ed Young, Pastor • second.org

2 KATY-AREA LOCATIONS
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CITY & COUNTY

Katy City Council releases racial profiling data
KATY   Katy City Council accepted the 

findings of state-mandated racial pro-
filing data during a March 13 regular 
meeting. 

City officials did not discuss the 
findings, but entered the nine-page 
document—submitted by Katy Police 
Chief Bill Hastings—into the record. 

In other matters during the March 
13 meeting, the council authorized 
Mayor Fabol Hughes to enter into an 
agreement with Shrickel, Rollins and 

News from Katy and Fort Bend County COMPILED BY WADE KERR,  MARIE LEONARD AND APRIL TOWERY

MEETINGS

Katy City Council: Meets the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month at 6:30 p.m. The 
next scheduled meeting is 6:30 p.m. April 10. 
City Council Chambers, 910 Avenue C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners Court: 
Meets 1 p.m. the first, second, and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. Its next meeting is April 4. 
500 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-341-8608 • www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners Court: Meets 
at 10 a.m. on the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
the month. Its next meeting is April 11. 
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5113 • www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings,  
follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_kty

Fort Bend County Justice Center project underway 

A rendering features a proposed four-tier 
parking garage addition for the expansion.
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FORT BEND COUNTY    On Feb. 14, Fort 
Bend County Commissioners Court 
approved payments of invoices 
in connection with a Fort Bend 
County Justice Center expansion. 
The project includes a three-story, 
100,000-square-foot addition and a 
separate parking garage.

“The project is starting in March 
and should finish up 18 months 
after that,” AGCM representative 
Marty Schmitt said.  

AGCM is contracted for project 
management.

Payment of $39,345.52 to PGAL 
was approved for services related to 
the justice center expansion.

Payment of $1.21 million to the 
Crain Group was approved for services 
regarding the Justice Center structured 
parking garage.  

According to the Crain Group, this 
addition will be a four-tier parking 
garage with 138,864 square feet of 
floor space.  There is a mid-March 
completion date for the garage.

New Senate bill puts hurdle in front of Harris 
County’s $105M plan to repurpose the Astrodome 
HARRIS COUNTY  State Sen. John 

Whitmire, D-Houston, introduced a bill 
Feb. 15 that, if signed into law, would 
prevent Harris County from moving 
forward with a new Astrodome repur-
posing plan without voter approval. 

Senate Bill 884, dubbed by Whit-
mire’s office as the Harris County Tax-
payer Protection Act, would require 
Harris County to obtain voter approval 
for any improvement or redevelop-
ment costing $10 million or more. 

“Simply stated, it will require the 
county, before they go forward and 
spend over $100 million on refurbish-
ing the Dome, that they go back and 
get voter approval,” Whitmire said. 

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett said 
the legislation is an example of state 
government making it difficult for local 
government to do its job.  

Last fall, Commissioners Court 
approved a new $105 million Astro-
dome renovation project, which 
involves raising the facility’s floor 30 
feet to ground level, providing 9 acres 
of open space for events and adding 

two levels of underground parking. 
County officials said the proposal—

for which the architectural engineering 
contract was awarded in mid-Febru-
ary—would not involve a property tax 
increase; instead, it would be funded 
evenly through the county’s general 
fund, hotel occupancy tax funds and 
parking enterprise funds. 

Although Whitmire said his legis-
lation would respect the taxpayers’ 
voices, Emmett said the existing plan 
for the Astrodome is far different from 
the 2013 bond proposal. 

“The county was ready to undertake 
a comprehensive analysis of future 
operation and maintenance needs at 
NRG Park, but that cannot go forward 
until we have certainty about the role 
of the Astrodome,” Emmett said.

Emmett said demolishing the Astro-
dome would cost at least $30 million, 
which would in turn result in taxpay-
ers bearing more of the costs of main-
taining and upgrading NRG Stadium. 

“I urge Senator Whitmire and his 
colleagues to focus on the real needs 

of Texas and allow government to do 
its job.”

Whitmire said the 2013 election still 
governs in his world. 

“With the dire problems we have 
of homes flooding, too few depu-
ties, roads are still in disrepair, no 
homeless shelter, a mental health 

A S T R O D O M E
PLAN HITS SNAG

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS SENATE BILL 884/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

SOURCE: CITY OF KATY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Harris County’s plans to repurpose the Astrodome could be hindered if state 
Sen. John Whitmire, D-Houston, gets his latest bill signed into law.

Voters rejected a  

$217 million bond 
election in 2013 that would have turned the 

Astrodome into a multipurpose events center. 

Whitmire’s bill would 
prevent Harris County from 
redeveloping the Astrodome 

without voter approval if the project 
costs more than $10 million. 

A $105 million plan to 
repurpose the facility would 

be subject to voter  
approval if the bill passes. 

The plan calls for funding the project 
evenly in three ways:  

the general fund, hotel occupancy tax 
funds and parking enterprise funds. 

Harris County has said 
demolishing the Astrodome would 

cost at least $30 million.

system that needs attention, I have 
to represent my constituents and go 
back and say get voter approval,” 
Whitmire said. “Honor the previous 
election before you engage on such an 
endeavor.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY SHAWN 

ARRAJJ

During 2016, Katy  
officers made 27,491  
traffic stops. The  
following races  
or ethnicities  
were recorded:

Of the total 1,195 
arrests made during 
2016—including  
traffic stop arrests—
the following races 
were recorded:

PROFILING  
BREAKDOWN

Caucasian 12,563
Hispanic 8,572

4,969
1,059

325
3

African-American
Asian/Pacific Islander
Middle Eastern
Native American/Alaskan

Associates Inc. for improvements to 
Katy City Park. 

Although improvements were not 
specified at the Katy meeting, the 
Arlington-based firm specializes land-
scape architecture, civil engineering 
and land planning. 

Shrickel, Rollins and Associates Inc. 
has worked on North Park in South-
lake, tennis complex at the University 
of Texas --- and the soccer complex at 
Texas Woman's University. 

Caucasian 789
387

16
2
1

African-American
Asian/Pacific Islander
Middle Eastern
Native American/Alaskan

The Katy City Council accepted the findings of state-man-
dated racial profiling data during a March 13 meeting.
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BY EMILY DONALDSON 

Since the Legislature has been in session, the 
topic of “sanctuary cities” has dominated conversa-
tion under the pink dome, mainly due to the actions 
of Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez.

Hernandez campaigned saying she would eval-
uate U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
detainer requests on a case-by-case basis and 
not necessarily honor every one to boost trust in 
minority communities. 

With that promise, Hernandez is not violating 
any law. A detainer request is just that—a request—
that law-enforcement officials can choose to comply 
with.

Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, is looking to 
change the discretionary nature of these requests 
by making them legally binding. 

In Senate Bill 4, jurisdictions that do not honor 
detainers will face repercussions in the form of civil 
penalties, withdrawal of state funding and criminal 
charges for those in leadership roles.

In the first day of enacting her policy, Hernandez 
released 37 immigrants from jail. 

At the same time, 191 immigrants in the county 
were held under ICE detainer requests. Many sher-
iffs are claiming Travis County is the only one of 

Texas’ more than 200 counties to be enforcing these 
so-called sanctuary city policies.

While Hernandez has changed the way Travis 
County’s relationship with ICE operated, Harris 
County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez has been doing the 
same.

In late February, Gonzalez announced he would 
be discontinuing ICE’s voluntary 287(g) program 
that essentially trained local law-enforcement 
agents to perform ICE duties within Harris County.

Jason Spencer, a public affairs director with the 
sheriff’s office, said the decision to discontinue 
the program would save Harris County residents at 
least $675,000 per year. 

That money was used to pay the salaries of those 
officers within the program.

“By opting out of that program, it frees up 
resources for us to redeploy in a way that our sheriff 
thinks will have a big impact on public safety,” 
Spencer said.

The sheriff’s office was one of four jurisdictions 
still enrolled in the program as of mid-February, 
which leaves Jackson County, Lubbock County and 
the Carrollton Police Department enrolled.

Now the agency will work with ICE as most other 
counties throughout Texas do.

Spencer said he was not aware of a situation in 
which the office would deny a detainer request from 
ICE, but he also did not want to speculate on that 
issue.

AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature COMPILED BY COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF

Processing a

DETAINER REQUEST
Although Travis County may differ from many of its peer counties 
on whether it grants detainer requests, the process to request 
one is always the same.

A  
person is 
arrested.

A law-
enforcement 

officer 
interviews the 

arrestee. 

If suspicions 
emerge about 
immigration 

status, the officer 
contacts ICE.

ICE chooses if it 
wants to detain 

the arrestee. ICE 
may or may not 

request detainer.

If detainer is 
requested, the law-

enforcement agency 
chooses whether to 
detain the arrestee.

If person is 
detained, ICE has 
48 hours to take 
the arrestee into 

custody.

Once 48 hours 
have passed, if ICE 

has not arrived, 
the arrestee must 

be released.

SOURCES: HARRIS, MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HARRIS COUNTY BY THE NUMBERS

2015
Number of detainers requested 164

61
101

55
30

4Number released to ICE

2016 2017
Police departments work with ICE to determine individuals’ immigration statuses.

NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during 
the 85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan media organization that informs Texans   and 
engages with them   about public policy, politics, government 
and statewide issues. Learn more at texastribune.org.

The “bathroom bill”

• On March 15, the Texas Senate passed Senate Bill 6, known 
as the “bathroom bill.” SB 6 would require people to use 
the bathroom in public schools, government buildings and 
public universities that matches their “biological sex.” The bill 
would also reverse local ordinances that let people use the 
bathroom that corresponds with their gender identity.

Budget update

• State Rep. John Zerwas, the Texas House’s chief budget 
writer, has filed House Concurrent Resolution 108, which 
would pave the way for lawmakers to claw back billions of 
dollars that voters approved for state highways.

Bill on inappropriate teacher-student relationships

• School principals and superintendents who fail to report 
teachers involved in inappropriate relationships with 
students could face criminal charges under Senate Bill 7, 
which passed unanimously in the Texas Senate.

Public education

• The top public education policymaker in the Texas House 
unveiled a $1.6 billion plan that he described as a first step 
to overhauling the state’s beleaguered school funding 
system. In the Senate, lawmakers will soon take up a bill 
that would create two programs subsidizing families’ 
private school tuition and homeschooling expenses.

Car sales legislation

• In efforts that could help Texas be more friendly to Tesla’s 
business model, a pair of recently filed bills would allow 
any vehicle manufacturer to sell directly to Texans—
bypassing the middleman dealers. 

Free tuition program for veterans

• The stage is set for another debate about the cost of a 
program that provides free tuition to children of military 
veterans. New legislation would shrink the number of 
students who qualify for the Hazlewood program.

Texting while driving

• On March 15, the Texas House tentatively approved 
legislation creating a statewide ban on texting while 
driving. After a final vote in the House, the bill goes to the 
Senate, where a committee has already passed a similar 
measure. 

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

Travis County rejecting ICE-issued 
detainers; Harris County complies

©2017 Arrow Plumbing Co. | Licensed by the State of Texas | BBarnes #MP8957 

$35
S A V E

Offer expires 4/28/2017. Limit 1 per household. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Does not apply toward Diamond 
Club Membership purchase or service minimum. Only valid on 
work done. Must Be Presented at Time of Service. 

OFF ANY ARROW 
PLUMBING SERVICE

LOCAL, Family-Owned, 
MASTER PLUMBERs Since 1977.

24-Hour emergency service 

281.240.6868
arrowplumbing.com
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Local control challenged 
at state and federal level

SCHOOL FINANCE/PROPERTY TAX

City/county: Statewide, the majority of 
public education is financed by individual 
property taxes. State aid is given based 
on property values in each district. Once a 
district’s property value outpaces student 
enrollment growth in the public education 
funding formula, the district falls into recap-
ture status, meaning payments are given 
back to the state.

State: The state currently pays roughly  
43 percent of the total cost of public edu-
cation. As more districts fall into recapture 
status, this percentage will shrink with local 
districts funding more via property taxes. 
Several bills have been filed to increase the 
state’s share. A proposal to amend the Texas 
Constitution, filed by Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin, would increase the state’s share to 
a mandatory 50 percent, costing at least $8 

billion in the short term.Without a fix like this 
one, local districts will have to foot more of 
the bill.

Federal: The federal government funds 
roughly 20 percent of the Texas Education 
Agency’s total budget, with the majority of 
money going to the National School Lunch 
Program, Title I Grants and special education 
grants.

‘SANCTUARY CITIES’/LAW  
ENFORCEMENT
City/county: At this time, individual juris-
dictions have the power to decide whether 
to honor federal ICE detainer requests. The 
requests are not legally binding, allowing 
individual jurisdiction decision-making 
power.

State: Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, pro-
posed SB 4 to make detainer requests legally 
binding. Without compliance, a jurisdiction 
would lose funding,face civil penalties and 
face criminal charges. Gov. Greg Abbott 
vowed to remove violators from office.

Federal: Immigration policy is the respon-
sibility of the federal government, per the 
Constitution. That is why, after appropriating 
roughly $800 million to border security, Texas 
Republicans said they are sending the tab 
back to Washington, D.C, demanding the 
federal government pays for it.

‘BATHROOM BILL’/ 
DISCRIMINATION ORDINANCES
City/county: In 2015, Houston became the 
first Texas city to vote on gender identity 
discrimination ordinances. Voters over-
whelmingly voted against an ordinance 
that would prevent such discrimination on a 
variety of bases. Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has used 
this vote as justification for related statewide 
legislation.

State: Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, 
authored SB 6, which would prevent individ-
ual municipalities or public school districts 
from setting their own discrimination 
policies. The bill would regulate these types 
of policies and bathroom usage based on 
biological gender.

Federal: In 2016, former President Barack 
Obama issued an executive order direct-
ing public schools to let students use the 
bathrooms of their choice based on gender 
identity. President Donald Trump revoked 
this order in mid-February. 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ TERM LIMITS
City/county: Jurisdictions can individually 
set and enforce term limits of elected officials. 
Many entities do not enforce any limits.

State: Texas representatives, senators and 
statewide elected officials do not have term 
limits. Gov. Rick Perry was the longest-serv-
ing governor with three terms in office, or 14 

years total. There have been several bills filed 
this session to impose term limits on local 
jurisdictions, including water boards, school 
boards and city councils. In addition, Abbott 
has issued a call for a Convention of States to 
amend the U.S. Constitution to impose term 
limits on Congress.

Federal: Members of Congress do not have 
term limits at this time. The president has a 
term limit of two terms.

LOCAL CONTROL VS. PRE-EMPTION
City/county: Many cities have passed local 
ordinances that threaten state power. For 
example, Austin has banned plastic bags, 
voted on regulations that pushed Uber and 
Lyft out of city limits, and instituted a ban on 
texting while driving.

State: The Texas government has often chal-
lenged or pre-empted these local ordinances, 
looking to overturn decisions made by 
municipalities. Sen. Konni Burton, R-Col-
leyville, has said that although states derive 
their power from the 10th Amendment, cities 
were created by states and don’t have that 
same authority.

Federal: Abbott has called for a constitutional 
convention to reaffirm the rights of states 
through the 10th Amendment. He has said 
that federal overreach cannot be fixed in the 
term of one presidency, no matter the party 
in power.

A power struggle at the Texas Legislature 
brings to light a growing debate about 
which jurisdiction should be in charge of 
certain hot-button issues. Here are five 
examples of local control being challenged 
at the state and federal level:

New Homes from the $210s - $280s

Lakecrest Park is a beautiful new home community right 
in the heart of Katy. Everything you and your family could 
need is right at your doorstep:
n Outstanding Katy ISD schools, including Katy High School
n Community Aquatic and Recreation center, pool, 
    playgrounds, parks, and trails
n Conveniently located near the new Grand Parkway & I-10

From I-10 west exit Katy-Ft. Bend. Turn right onto Katy-Ft. Bend Road, 
continue past Franz Road and turn right on Lakecrest Park Drive. LakecrestCommunities.com

March 25-26, 2017 Join us for a Free Spring Dessert Bar and 
the chance to Win a $1000 Lowe’s Gift Card 

during our Celebrate Spring! Event. 

No purchase necessary to win gift card. Cupcakes are while supplies last. 

Tour 10 homes ready for spring move-in!
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www.westlakeprep.org | 281-341-9910 | 23300 Bellaire Blvd., richmond tx 77406

PreK3 - High school • christian foundation • college preparatory 
currently offering soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Track, Choir & more

Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our 
students to become courageous leaders as they serve Jesus Christ in our changing world.

NOW ENROLLING PreK3 - 9th

Middle School now open
high school opening fall 2017

CALL TODAY 
to set-up a 

tour!

H
ol

de
rr

ie
th

 B
lv

d.

H
W

Y
 2

49

Free
Parking

Graham

Free
Parking

Free
Parking

Tomball Regional Hospital
605 Holderrieth Blvd,

Tomball, TX 77375

FREE PARKING & SHUTTLE IS AVAILABLE AT:

CELEBRATING OUR 

17th Year! 

German Food

Carnival Rides

Street Performers

Petting Zoo

200 Street Vendors

4 Music Stages
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March 31st - April 2nd 
Friday 6PM - 10PM • Saturday 10AM - 10PM
Sunday 10AM-6PM

FREE
Admission

FREE
Parking

FREE
Shuttle

FEATURING

Shuttle parking is in the East lot of 
Tomball Regional Medical Center 
with shuttle running continuously 

on Saturday & Sunday.
Shuttle Pick-Up & Drop

off Locations:
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Loophole allows MUD developers to choose voters Fried food options a hit 
at the Houston Rodeo

Nature preserve to open in April

BY EMILY DONALDSON

Names of special purpose districts 
are not as well-known as names of 
large incorporated cities, such as 
Houston or Dallas, but they may as 
well be for the number of people who 
reside in them.

In the first meeting of the House 
Committee on Special Purpose Dis-
tricts, experts on the matter testified 
that in Harris County, more residents 
live in the surrounding municipal 
utility districts than in the city itself.

“In the MUDs around Houston, that 
estimated population is around 2.7 
million,” said Trey Lary, an expert wit-
ness and MUD proponent. “Houston’s 
population … is about 2.3 million.”

To start a MUD, a developer of 

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

Attendees can get all sorts of unique 
food creations at the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo, and taking 
already delicious treats and running 
them through the deep fryer has 
proven to be a popular method of 
creating new favorites. 

Rodeo season is the time of year to 
indulge in at least one of the decadent 
treats listed below. New items revealed 
for 2017 include fried barbecue brisket 
balls from Yoakum Packing Co., fried 
pecan pie from Sills Concessions and 
fried cream-style corn poppers from 
Sills Concessions. 

BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

The 80-acre Kickeril-
lo-Mischer Preserve will 
open to the public April 1 
with a celebratory event, 
representing another 
milestone in the ongoing 
Cypress Creek Greenway 

project.
The preserve, located on 

the east side of Hwy. 249 
just south of Chasewood 
Park Drive, will offer 1.7 
miles of paved trail sur-
rounding the 40-acre Mar-
shall Lake. Activities at the 

raw land must undergo one of three 
processes. Developers can either 
petition for a new MUD through the 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, the county's Commissioners 
Court or the Texas Legislature.

After completing one of those 
processes, the developer must hold an 
election.

To do so though, developers must 
find voters.

The biggest conundrum with MUD 
elections is the developer needs to 
seek approval from voters on a piece 
of land that is undeveloped and, 
therefore, uninhabited.

So, developers bring in voters to live 
on the land temporarily, establish res-
idence, vote and then vacate the area 

A grand opening for Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve is set for April 1.

FROM THE WEB

Links to all of our social media  
accounts can be found at 
communityimpact.com/social

Abridged stories from our website, communityimpact.com/kty

grand opening, which runs 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., include 
nature presentations, 
canoeing and pontoon boat 
rides touring the lake.

The project was devel-
oped by Harris County 
through a partnership with 
Prestonwood Forest Utility 
District. Construction 
began last March, earlier 
than originally planned 
thanks to the partnership, 
county officials said.

“This is the best possible 
outcome of what can hap-
pen when residents, devel-
opers, local utility districts, 
and county government 
work together,” Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jack Cagle 
said. “We can preserve 
green space and benefit the 
public. This park is a key 

piece of the Cypress Creek 
Greenway that will give res-
idents access to hundreds 
of acres of land.”

As a part of the agree-
ment, Prestonwood allowed 
the county to convert its 
former fire station building 
into a staff building with a 
live-in caretaker, saving the 
county time and approxi-
mately $2 million, officials 
said. The county spent an 
additional $3.4 million to 
improve roads, create the 
hike and bike trail, build 
restrooms and provide 
parking.

Cagle said the Kickerillo- 
Mischer Preserve is a key 
part of the Cypress Creek 
Greenway trail system, 
which connects hundreds 
of acres of parks.
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2016 GOLD BUCKLE 
FOODIE AWARDS
The Gold Buckle Foodie Awards recog-
nize the best culinary creations. Here 
are the fried goodies that made the cut: 

Best fried foods
• 1st: Fried brownie with ice cream 

(Custom Confections)
• 2nd: Fried cookie dough on a stick 

(Aunt Ed-Moe’s)
• 3rd: Original fish taco (Berryhill Baja 

Grill)

Best dessert
• 2nd: Deep-fried butter (Fried Fair)

Best new flavor
• 2nd: Fried s’mores (Stills Funnel Cakes)

Best dessert
• 2nd: Deep-fried butter (Fried Fair)

once the land begins its development.
Members of the committee, all of 

whom are new to the group, seemed 
surprised at the process.

“So voters are appointed by whom, 
the landowner, the people who are 
going to develop the MUD?” asked 
committee Vice Chairwoman Mary 
Ann Perez, D-Pasadena.

Lary said while permanent res-
idents may not have a vote in the 
initial election, they vote afterward by 
choosing to live in the MUD’s juris-
diction.

“We say MUD residents vote with 
their feet,” he said. “When they 
choose to live in that area, they have 
chosen to live there and pay the asso-
ciated cost.”

MUDs are required to present their 
taxing rate prior to anyone purchas-
ing a home in the area.

SOURCE: HOUSTON LIVESTOCK SHOW AND RODEO/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

$0 DOWN, 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS2017 OPTIMA $0 DOWN, 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS2017 OPTIMA

FREE WINDOW TINTING
WHEN YOU BUY A NEW KIA AT WESTSIDE KIA

SELECTED VEHICLES ONLY, WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND FINANCING WITH KMF, OFFERS 
INCLUDE ALL AVAILABLE DISCOUNTS FROM KIA

THE KIA 10-YEAR/100000 MILES WARRANTY PROGRAM INCLUDES VARIOUS WARRANTIES AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE. WARRANTIES INCLUDE 10-YEAR/100000-MILE POWERTRAIN AND A 5 YEAR/60000 MILE BASIC. 
ALL WARRANTIES AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE ARE LIMITED. WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND FINANCING THROUGH KIA MOTOR FINANCE. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH CUSTOMER CASH REBATES. NOT AVAILABLE ON 
ALL KIA MODELS. SEE DEALER FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO CONFIRM AVAILABILITY.

23005 KATY FREEWAY
KATY, TX 77450
866-778-4167

23005 Katy Fwy.  | Katy, TX 77450
888.284.4718

www.WestsideKiaHouston.com

WESTSIDE

$3,500 off - MSRP $25,975 
or $249/month for 36 months*
$1,999 due at signing

$3,500 off - MSRP $22,795
or $199/month for 36 months*
*$1,999 due at signing

N

99
10

Katy Fort Bend Rd. Kingsland Blvd.

2017 SOUL

$16,991

$18,991

$14,999
2017 FORTE

plus Tax, Title and License

plus Tax, Title and License

plus Tax, Title and License

Katy Residents can get up to $1000 in Down Payment 
Assistance towards the purchase of a New Kia.
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Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 
One of the largest horse shows of the 
year at the Great Southwest Equestrian 
Center, the event is in its 72nd year 
and raises money for Texas Children’s 
Hospital, the Ronald McDonald House 
Houston Family Rooms and Candle-
lighters Childhood Cancer Family 
Alliance. The two-week show features 
an equestrian competition with hunters,  
show jumping and American saddle-
bred horses. More than 1,000 horses 
and riders descend upon the Equestrian 
Center from across the U.S. The sched-
ule is available on center's website. Free 
(except Grand Prix Saturday nights). 
Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 
2501 S. Mason Road, Katy. 713-621-
6290. www.pinoak.org. 

26  The Real Craftwives of Katy 
Spring Expo 

The Real Craftwives of Katy feature 
over 65 vendors with handmade 
indoor and outdoor home decor, chil-
dren and women's clothing, jewelry, 
candles, handmade bath products and 
sweet treats. Along with vendors there 
are several food trucks, a live band and 
a kids zone. Noon-5 p.m. $2 (admis-
sion). No Label Brewing, Co. 5351 First 
St., Katy. 281-693-7545.  
www.nola belbrew.com

31  Katy ISD Education 
Foundation presents 

GROOVE 
The event features three parties in one, 
with a stylish cocktail reception and 
live music kicking off the night. Guests 
then enjoy a three-course dinner and 
dance to music from The Grooves. The 
evening benefits the Katy ISD Education 
Foundation and its Inspiring Imagination 
teacher grant program. Reservations 
are required. 6 p.m. $125 (individuals); 
sponsorships are available. Omni Hous-

ton Hotel Westside, 13210 I-10, Houston. 
281-396-6031.  
www.katyisdeducationfoundation.org. 

31   APR 2  
‘Tammy: A Coming of Age Story about 
a Girl Who is Part T-Rex’ 
The show is presented by the Katy Visual 
and Performing Arts Center and pays 
homage to growing up in the ‘90s. Tammy 
is your average teen; she has a crush on a 
popular jock. She wants to fit in with the 
cool crowd, and her parents and teachers 
just do not get her. Oh, and she is part 
T-Rex. 7 p.m. (Fri. and Sat.), 2 p.m. (Sun.). 
$10. Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, 
2501 S. Mason Road, Ste. 290, Katy.  
281-829-2787. www.kvpac.org

APRIL

1   Katy ISD Folk Life Festival 
The 32nd annual Katy ISD event 

allows visitors to learn what life was 
like for a Texas pioneer in the early 
1800s. There are soldier re-enact-
ments, blacksmith, bee-keeping, 
crafting demonstrations, presenta-
tions on Native American culture, a 
Texas cowboy camp, pioneer- and 
Western-themed activities and exhibit 
tours. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $1 (admission). 
Kenneth D. Welch Outdoor Learning 
Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy. 
281-237-6316. www.katyisd.org

1  Katy Sip n Stroll  
presented by Kroger 

The culinary, wine and craft beer 
tasting event presented by Kroger 
features 35 food tasting stations from 
area restaurants competing for your 
vote for the Eat Prime Foods Premier 
Culinary Awards, 35 wine tables and 
20 craft beer tables, and the Firetho-
rne VIP Zone. Guests enjoy live music 
on the Aruba Courtyard stage and 
the Xochitl Street Music Stage, the 
Cane Island Home Zone, seminars and 
cooking demonstrations in the Chef’s 

Corner, local artisans, vendors and a 
charity wine pull. The event benefits 
The Ballard House, a Cinco Charities 
community. 5-8 p.m. $15 (designated 
drivers), $35-$65 (individuals), $5 
more at the door. Villagio Town Center, 
22764 Westheimer Parkway, Katy. 
713-557-5732. www.sipandstroll.com. 

1  Relay for Life of Katy 
The community event benefits 

the American Cancer Society and is 
the largest national fundraising event 
to end cancer. The Katy relay is themed 
“Let’s Make a Fool Out of Cancer” 
and has a goal of raising $250,000. 
4 p.m.-midnight. Free (fundraising is 
encouraged). Katy City Park,  
5720 Franz Road, Katy 
www.relayforlife.org/katytx. 

1  Willow Fork Park  
Grand Opening 

Willow Fork Drainage District invites 
families to the event celebrating the grand 
opening of the 32-acre Willow Fork Park. 
The event features activities from NFL Play 
60, live music, face painting, disc golf and 
art projects. 2-4 p.m. Free. Willow Fork 
Park, Grand Parkway and Cinco Ranch 
Boulevard, Katy.  
www.willowforkdrainagedistrict.com

7  Rebekah Gregory book signing 
Boston Marathon bombing 

survivor Rebekah Gregory underwent 18 
surgeries and 65 procedures before her 

left leg was amputated after the incident. 
She will sign copies of her book, “Taking 
My Life Back” at the event. 6-8 p.m. Free. 
Katy Budget Books, 2450 Fry Road, Katy.  
281-578-7770. www.katybooks.com. 

8  Baskets and Bunnies 
The city of Katy hosts the Easter 

event with games, activities and crafts for 
children. The Easter Bunny is also avail-
able for photos. 9 a.m.-noon. Free. Katy 
VFW Park, 6202 George Bush Drive, Katy. 
281-391-4840. www.cityofkaty.com

8  Cane Island Car Show 
The family-friendly event features 

dozens of mint-condition cars from sporty 
roadsters to grand touring types on dis-
play. The public gets to vote for the best 
cars at the event. Attendees can enjoy 
the No Label Brewery Beer Garden, face 
painters, food trucks, a chalkboard car for 
children and other activities. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free (admission). Cane Island Amen-
ity  Village, 2100 Cane Island Parkway, 
Katy. 281-725-6555.  
www.caneisland.com.

8  Earth-Kind Landscaping 
Fort Bend County Master Gar-

dener and Earth-Kind specialist Peggy 
d’Hemecourt provides an overview of 
Earth-Kind gardening practices, includ-
ing the seven landscaping principles: 
planning and design, practical turf areas, 
appropriate plant selection, soil improve-
ment, efficient irrigation and rainwater 
catchment, effective use of mulches and 
appropriate maintenance. Gardeners and 
landscapers will have the opportunity to 
learn more about conserving resources 
and protecting the environment while still 
maintaining beautiful lawns and gardens 
organically. 2-3:30 p.m. Free. Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library, 2620 Commercial Center 
Blvd., Katy. 281-395-1311.  
www.fortbend.lib.tx.us

APR

2  
Historical Katy Crawfish Festival
The fourth annual family-friendly event features over 6,000 pounds of craw-
fish by Texas Mesquite Grill and two live music stages with Trey Yenger Band, 

Bourbon Street Band, Righteous Cause Band and Chris Boise & The Mason Road Band. 
Noon-5 p.m. $10 (admission online), $15 (admission at the door), $60 (VIP package). 
No Label Brewing Co., 5351 First St., Katy. 281-693-7545. www.nolabelbrew.com
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ONLINE CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at 
communityimpact.com/events. 

Event organizers can submit local 
events online to be considered for 
the print edition. Submitting details 
for consideration does not guarantee 
publication.  

COMPILED BY TARA POHLMEYER
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8  'Float Like a Butterfly' 
Hosted by Elyson by Newland 

Communities, the public is invited to 
enjoy The Bike Zoo, as well as inflat-
ables, stilt walkers, music and a butterfly 
release. Children can also do arts and 

crafts, decorate flower pots and receive 
a butterfly-friendly plant to take home. 
Noon-4 p.m. Free. Elyson, 23623 Elyson 
Falls Drive, Katy. 281-640-4004.  
www.elyson.com

8  Texas Children’s Hospital West 
Campus Family Fun Run 

In partnership with the Houston Mar-
athon Foundation, families with chil-
dren of all abilities are invited to par-
ticipate in this event. The run includes 
both a 1K and 3K course. Those 
needing walkers and wheelchairs are 
welcome. All participants receive a 
T-shirt and medal. The race takes place 
rain or shine. For safety reasons, dogs, 
wagons, bicycles, skates and roller 
blades are not allowed on the race 
course. Registration closes at 5 p.m. 
on March 27. 9 a.m.-noon. $15 (indi-
viduals), $30 (family group of 2-5), $50 
(family group of 6-10). Texas Children’s 

Hospital-West Campus, 18200 I-10, 
Houston.   
www.texaschildrens.org/funrun. 

8  Hop Into Spring with 
LaCenterra 

The public can “hop into spring” with 
the Easter Bunny and enjoy a musical 
performance by ViVi Melody & Family. 
4-6 p.m. Free. LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch, Heritage Square, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. Parents are invited to 
bring cameras and enjoy an afternoon 
of fun for all ages. 281-395-5533.  
www.lacenterra.com

21  Katy A&M Club Aggie Muster 
The annual event benefits 

scholarships for Katy ISD students. The 
guest speaker is Dr. Eugene “Gene” 
Alford, an associate professor of plastic 
surgery at Houston Methodist Hospital. 
5:45 p.m. (doors), 6:30 p.m. (dinner),  
7:30 p.m. (muster ceremony). $10 
(guests age 10 and younger), $20 
(adults). Kingsland Baptist Church, The 
Loft, 20555 Kingsland Blvd., Katy. 
www.katyamc.aggienetwork.com. 

22   Color for a Cause 5K 
Hosted by Taylor National 

Honor Society and Future Business 
Leaders of America and benefiting the Arc 

WORTH THE TRIP
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Tomball German 
Heritage Festival
The German roots 

of Tomball come alive for three days 
during the annual festival. Three city 
blocks are filled with live German 
music on four music stages, vendors 
street performers, a carnival and a 
children’s play area. 6-10 p.m. (Fri.), 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(Sun.). Free. Tomball Historic Depot 
Plaza, 201 S. Elm St., Tomball.  
281-379-6844.  
www.tomballgermanfest.org

MAR

31
APR

2-

of Katy, the run features bursts of color as 
participants run, skip or walk through the 
course. 8-11 a.m. $40-$48.47 (depending 
on date of registration). James E. Taylor 
High School, 20700 Kingsland Blvd., Katy. 
281-237-3699.  
www.colorforacause.weebly.com.  jetay-
lornhs@gmail.com

24   'Tee-Off for the Arts' 
The Noyes Fine Arts Foun-

dation (NFAF) hosts the inaugural 
Tee-Off for the Arts golf tournament. 
All proceeds from this tournament are 
dedicated to The Katy Grand Theatre 
Project. The Katy Grand Theatre is to be 
a flagship fine arts venue for symphony 
concerts and musical theater produc-
tions for the Katy community. 9 a.m. 
$125 (individuals); sponsorships are 
available. The Club at Falcon Point, 
24503 Falcon Point Drive, Katy. 281-
903-6479. www.nfaf.org. 

How are we doing? We want to hear from you!

“You have a great 
publication. I enjoy 
reading it in print,  

from cover to cover 
every month. 

It provides a great 
service. Keep up 
the good work.” 

 
– Joan C., Cy-Fair 
edition reader 

feedback@communityimpact.com
Product availability may vary by store location. The use of Apple Inc. logos or trademarks 
does not represent an affi  liation with, or endorsement or sponsorship by Apple Inc. of 
Experimac, Experimac Franchising, LLC or United Franchise Group. Apple ®, iMac®, 
MacBook®, Mac ®, iPhone ® and iPad ® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. Each 
Experimac is independently owned and operated. 90 day guarantee includes a repair or 
replacement at the discretion of Experimac.

21788 Katy Freeway, Suite 750, Katy, TX 77449
Open Mon - Sat 10 am - 7 pm
experimac.com/north-katy-tx
281.394.9995

Certifi ed Pre-owned Apple® 
Computers & Devices 

WE BUY COMPUTERS 
AND DEVICES

10
99

COLONIAL PKWY.M
A

SO
N

 R
D

.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com36

Taste of Katy 2017 Southland Conference 
Basketball Tournament

LaCenterra 10-Year  
Anniversary Bash

Katy Area Retired Educators luncheon

Katy Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Gala

KISD Ties and Tiaras

The annual Katy Taste Fest event was 
held March 4 at Villagio Town Center on 
Westheimer Parkway. 

1  Katy Taste Fest featured Thai Space, 
Local Table, Mama Fu's Asian House, 
Bernie's Burger Bus, Whiskey Cake Kitchen 
& Bar and Dish Society. 

2  Activities included a kids zone, cooking 
demonstrations and a silent auction.

Cinco Ranch High School art students and CRHS 
art teacher Cynthia Reilly unveiled this year’s KEYS 
commemorative artwork at Ties & Tiaras. 

From left, Peter McElwain-Citizen of the Year, Chaille Voelkel-Volunteer of the Year, Joy Lee and Steve Smith of Rover 
Oaks Pet Resort-Business of the Year and Greg Henry-Stan and Patsy Stanley Entrepreneurial Award. 

Vista Equities Group and Amstar Group celebrated the 
10th anniversary of the 34-acre mixed-use development 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, on March 11. A final 
development phase should be completed in spring 2018. 

The Katy Area Retired Educators (KARE) had its annual field trip March 6 at the Taste of Texas steakhouse. 

The New Orleans Privateers won their first Southland 
tournament title March 11 at the Merrell Center in Katy. 

2

1

COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL,  
CASEY MITCHELL AND APRIL TOWERY
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E   very day when John Swift gets home from his 
job at an oil and gas company, he goes to work 

on his passion project, RadioKaty.com.
Swift and his wife, Patricia, run the web-based 

station out of the media room of their Katy home. The 
stream is on 24/7 and has been up and running since 
October of last year. The station operates under a 
multigenre music format, John said. 

Taking a divide-and-conquer approach, Patricia 
finds the music and her husband adds the songs into 
the station’s rotation. 

John developed his passion for radio during his 12 
years of employment at Clear Channel, now known 
as iHeartMedia Inc. He served as director of produc-
tions for the Houston division of the station until 
2009, when he decided to leave the company after the 
birth of their son.

RadioKaty.com is not the couple’s first attempt at 
launching a radio station in Katy. In 2008, John and 
Patricia hosted a music-only stream featuring top 40 
pop radio hits. In addition to having to pay royalties 
for use of the songs, the pair also struggled with the 
technological difficulties that accompany a web-
based streaming service.

Years later, Patricia, a stay-at-home mom, found 
herself with some time on her hands and circled back 
to the radio station they had once operated. This time 
however, she said she was determined that things 
would be different. 

“I didn’t want to venture into the norm,” she said. 
“We’ve heard a lot of really good independent artists 
at places that we’ve gone to and I was like, 'This time 
let’s shoot for that.'”

Another thing that sets the station apart is its 
dedication to covering local events and charities. 
John and the Swifts’ partner Daryl Cunda can often be 
found doing remote live streams from various events 
in and around the city, including the Katy ISD FFA 
livestock show and Cane Island’s Bow Wow Bash and 
Dog Show.

“I tend to look for those kinds of things because I’m 
from Katy, and I love everything about Katy,” Patricia 
said.

The station is averaging more than 200 unique 
listeners during the week and 700 to 800 listeners 
on the weekend. RadioKaty.com listeners can tune 
in to the stream on multiple platforms, including the 
website and iOS and Android apps. 

BY IMANI MCGARRELL

1: John and Patricia Swift operate a web-based radio 
station out of their home in Katy. 2: John uses this 
soundboard for audio production of the RadioKaty.com 
live streams. 

RadioKaty.com
New local radio station hopes to be voice of Katy
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

IN THE COMMUNITY
RadioKaty.com participates in a variety of local events. 
Here are some places they will be in the upcoming 
months: 

• March 26 from noon-5 p.m. The station will present 
a live remote broadcast from The Real Craftwives of 
Katy Spring Expo at No Label Brewing Co.

• May 20 from noon -5:30 p.m. The station will be at 
the Gumbo Round-up cookoff event with the Morton 
Masonic Lodge No. 72 in Richmond, Texas, to raise 
money for Behind the Badge Charities. 

• May 27. The station is hosting a family-friendly 1980s 
style Battle of the Bands event at Wildcatter Saloon. 
Twenty percent of door proceeds will go to Katy 
Christian Ministries programs to end child abuse.

• June 17. The station is hosting a second Battle of the 
Bands event at City Limits in Rosenberg to help raise 
money for the fight against child abuse.

RadioKaty.com streams music from independent artists 
all over the world, including some of the Katy area’s own 
local talent. Artists and genres vary but include:  

• The Powell Brothers (Country/Americana)
• Smashed Idols (Punk rock)
• Allison Bishop (Acoustic pop/folk)
• Campfire Soul (Blues)
• Sin Camino (Rock)
• Sydney Bryant (Acoustic pop)
• Keeton Coffman (Folk)
• Black Kennedy (Rock)
• Kaila Atchley (Soul/pop rock)

SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL TALENT

We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

$500 OFF INVISALIGN
*New Invisalign patients only. Must present coupon at the time of service. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Invisalign treatments start at $5500. 4/26/2017

INVISALIGN FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY

A Public School with a Private School Feeling

Classroom size  
20 or less-Tuition Free

We are now accepting 
6-12 grade applications 
for the 2017-2018 
school year.

Please apply online  
at www.cnchs.net.

Calvin Nelms Charter Schools

20625 Clay Road • Katy TX  77449 • 281-398-8031



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com38

A non-comprehensive guide to summer camps around the Katy area

ACADEMIC
 

Katy GT Academy

Ages: 18 months-6 years (preschool pro-
gram), ages 3-16 (regular camps)
Dates: June 5-Aug. 11 (weekly)
Cost: $139-$270 (varies by class)

The  educational facility offers academic 
camps ranging from one week to four 
weeks. Academic camps are led by certified 
teachers and cover math, science, com-
puter software and SAT preparation. Other 
camps include basketball, ice skating, chess 
and robotics.

21020 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy
281-646-7360
www.katygtacademy.org/summer_camp

University of Houston-Downtown

The University of Houston-Downtown hosts 
six different summer camps at the Faith 
West Academy and Community Center.

Faith West Academy and Community Center
2225 Porter Road, Katy
713-221-8032
www.uhd.edu/kids
www.compucamp2017.com

Engineering Camp
Ages: 6-13
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost: $249-$295

French, including vocabulary, pronuncia-
tion, verb conjugation and basic skills.

Summer Academy
Ages: 10-16
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost: Varies by program ranging from 
$269 to $695 per session
Elementary school and junior high school 
students choose math or communication 
classes to have fun and to improve their 
skills.

ANIMAL
Circle Lake Ranch Horse Camp

Ages: 6-12
Dates: June 5-Aug. 11 (weekly)
Cost: $399 (per week)

Children receive daily instruction in an 
introduction to horse riding and ownership. 
Circle Lake Ranch owns 23 horses selected 
for their gentle demeanor, and student 
interns are available to walk alongside 
beginner horse riders until they feel com-
fortable enough to ride on their own. Along 
with learning the basics of horse riding, 
students rotate through different learning 
centers that include lessons on horse feed-
ing, putting equipment on horses, washing 
and grooming and identifying the parts of 
a horse. Children produce horse-related 
artwork and participate in a horse show on 
the last day of camp. 

1102 Circle Lake Drive, Katy
281-395-4311
www.circlelakeranch.com

This guide is meant to provide families with opportunities for children of all ages to 
learn a new skill, hone their talents, or participate in outdoor activities this summer. 

COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL   DESIGNED BY CATHY CHEDRAWI

SUMMER
CAMP GUIDE

2017

Students learn the basics of engineering 
and can choose from six different classes.

CompuCamp
Ages: 10-17
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost: $285-329

Attendees learn advanced skills about 
computers, and delve into construction, 
operating systems and programming.

Science Camp
Ages: 6-13
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost:  $249-$295

Students learn a variety of science skills, 
including chemistry, electronics and ro-
botics. Various classes focus on construct-
ing robots, droids and drones.

Writing Camp
Ages: 8-16
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost: $249-$295

Writing camp is designed to help students 
improve their writing skills, including sen-
tence structure, organization, word choice 
and finding a voice.

Language Camp
Ages: 6-13
Dates: June 5-July 14
Cost: $249-269 per week
Students learn the basics of Spanish and 

ARTS & 
PERFORMANCE

Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center 
classes

Ages: 3-18
Dates: June 5-Aug. 11 (9 a.m.-noon), 1-4 
p.m.)
Cost: $210-$425 (per week,) Aug 7-11 
(with a 50 percent discount for children of 
Katy ISD employees)

The Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center 
offers a chance for children to put on 
theater productions. Camp options also 
include art and music classes.

2501 S. Mason Road, Ste. 290, Katy
281-829-2787
www.kvpac.org

School of Rock music camps

Ages: 6 and older (camps vary by age)
Dates: June 12-July 28 
Cost: $175–$400 per week 

Children with and without musical expe-
rience find out what it is like to be a rock 
star at School of Rock Katy’s Performance 
Camps. Beginners spend a week picking up 
any instrument that appeals to them and 
learning how to play, while more experi-
enced youth musicians spend an entire 
week learning to perform and practicing 
their craft.

3750 S. Mason Road, Ste. 800, Katy
281-769-7010
www.katy.schoolofrock.com

GUIDE

25% 
OFF

YOUR FIRST 
basic cleaning
new clients only
exp 4/26/17

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
281-599-0029 | 281-415-1492

cshmaidservice.com

• Kitchen & Bathroom Service
• Deep Cleaning Services
• Move In/Out Cleaning

• Basic Cleaning Service
• Hourly Service

Give your family a 
Clean Sweet HomeContact me for all your Real Estate needs!

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

23922 Cinco Village 
 Center Blvd #123

Katy, TX 77494

281-610-8644

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.  

If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com 
www.LindaLeiby.com 

One-Eighth Advert_Linda Leiby.indd   1 2/15/2016   1:45:38 PM
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www.nuttyscientists.com/fortbend/our-pro-
grams-events/camps/

Summer Discovery Camps

Ages: 5-13
Dates: June 5-Aug. 25
Cost: $275 to $350

 At the Houston Museum District’s Health 
Museum, children can attend weekly 
camps that let them study forensic science, 
organ dissection, healthy eating habits, 
3-D printing and robotics among others. 
Games and activities are also a part of The 
Health Museum’s Summer Discovery Camp 
experience.

The Health Museum
1515 Hermann Drive, Houston
713-521-1515
www.thehealthmuseum.org/camps

RELIGIOUS

Carolina Creek Christian camps

Ages: grades K-12
Dates: June 4-Aug. 12
Cost: $390 (four-day camps); $780 (six-day 
camps)

Carolina Creek Christian Camps provide 
a variety of sports and activities. Activities 
include ropes courses, swimming, a water 
park, wakeboarding and tubing.

84 Wimberly Lane, Huntsville
936-594-4446
www.carolinacreek.org

Faith West Academy
2225 Porter Road, Katy
281-599-7626
www.roboticsacademy.com

Coder Kids

Ages: 5-18
Dates: June 12- Aug. 14
Cost: $350-$400

At Coder Kids, children will learn how to 
code games, animation projects, music and 
stories from scratch through fun activities 
and programs. The goal of the camp is to 
help kids develop friendships and critical 
thinking skills.

Best in Class Education Center
3750 S Mason Road, Katy
281-803-9172
www.coder-kids.com

Nutty Scientists

Ages: 6-11
Dates: (Camp 1) June 13- 17, (Camp 2) Aug 
8- 12 (9 a.m.–noon)
Cost: $180 (per week)

Nutty Scientists Fort Bend summer camps 
provide children with a safe environment to 
explore the wonders of science. Each camp 
contains a different educational theme. 
At Camp 1, attendees learn about space 
science with various activities, including 
astronaut training, rocket science and rover 
design. In Camp 2, campers discover smart 
machines, robotics and simple machines.

Gideon Learning Center
23122 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
832-280-7915

Discover 252

Ages: grades K-5
Dates: July 17-21
Cost: $250

Campers participate in a variety of activi-
ties, including wall climbing, sports, crafts 
and team-building exercises at this Chris-
tian-based camp.

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
830-620-4263
www.tbarmcamps.org/stpeters

SPORTS

AKA Sports Camp

Ages: 5-12
Dates: June 5-Aug. 19
Cost: $175 per week (full day), $125 per 
week (half day)

At its 10,000-square-foot facility with 
more than 2 acres of outdoor play area, 
AKA Sports Camp provides an atmosphere 
where children can participate in arts and 
crafts, Bible studies, and a variety of sports, 
including baseball, football, soccer and 
volleyball. Children also go on four field 
trips per week.

American Kids Athletics
3211 N. Fry Road, Katy
281-492-2411
www.akasportscamp.com

GENERAL

Camp West

Ages: grades K-7 
Dates: June 19-23, June 26-June 30, July 
10-14 
Cost: $250 (per week with extra fees for 
early drop-off and late pickup)

Attendees at camp begin each day with 
high-energy, interactive performances. 
There are also worship sessions, games and 
live character skits. Participants engage 
in various sports activities, including zip 
lining, enjoying water slides and swimming. 
Swimming lessons are also offered for an 
extra $50 fee.

Faith West Academy
2225 Porter Road, Katy
281-391-5683
www.faithwest.org/camps/camp-west

MATH & 
SCIENCE

American Robotics Academy

Ages: 6 and older
Dates: June 5-July 14 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.)
Cost: $179- $269

At robotics camp, the staff focuses on team 
building, problem-solving, creativity and 
fun. Campers attend a full- or half-day camp 
and work with Lego bricks, axles, gears, 
beams, wheels, motors and microcomput-
ers. They learn how to design, build and test 
remote-controlled miniature robots. 
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  Circle Lake Ranch Horse Camp
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  Nutty Scientists

• Preschool - 12 th  Grade
• I-20/Exchange Students
• Boarding Programs
• Individualized Learning
  designed for students 
  with unique academic 
    needs 

“Best Private School”
Katy Times  2014, 2015, 2016

CampWest 2017

DAY CAMPS 
Kindergarten-7th graders JUNE 19 – 23 

JUNE 26 – 30
JULY  10 – 14

JUNE 12-16
reserved for church groups

10:1
42
2

20”
25”

600
14”

camper to 
counselor ratio

acres of 
camp facility

zip-lines over 
the lake

water 
trampoline

indoor rock 
wall

Iceberg 
Climbing Wall

HAPPY 
CAMPERSfor registration/info visit www.campwest.org www.faithwest.org

CAMPWEST
BY THE NUMBERS

in Katy, TX
$250

per week



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com40

Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Harris County working on flood mitigation projects 

Plans revealed for 7.5-acre green space project

CY-FAIR    Although speculation varies 
on the reasons for recent flooding 
events across the Greater Houston 
area, officials agree on one thing: 
flooding mitigation is critical.

“This is a very hot topic because 
look at what happened in the Cypress 
Creek watershed last spring,” said Jill 
Boullion, Bayou Land Conservancy 
executive director. “So many people 
flooded that had never flooded before. 
It’s not going away. People are upset 
and want to see the community and 
our elected officials come together and 
talk about it.”

Flooding in April and May of last 
year affected hundreds of residents 
and businesses owners in the Hous-
ton area, and Harris County Flood 
Control District and BLC are working 
on a number of projects to address the 
problem.

The county is working on flooding 
mitigation with a renewed fervor, Har-
ris County Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle said. 

“We always respond to the latest 
crisis,” Cagle said. “And just as when 

CY-FAIR    Officials with local nonprofit 
Deep Cypress Alliance announced 
plans Feb. 15 for Deep Cypress Gar-
dens, a 7.5-acre project located north 
of Grant and Louetta roads on Kathy 
Lane. Early plans include abundant 
green space, a banquet hall, a restau-
rant with patio and a greenhouse.

The concept was introduced by 
Deep Cypress Conservancy—a new 
initiative within the DCA dedicated 
to building a greener Cypress and 
preserving green space for future 
generations.

“[Green space] in Cypress is quickly 
disappearing, and if we don’t do some-
thing, it will disappear altogether,” 
said Teri Quance, president and 
CEO of Deep Cypress Alliance and a 
30-year Cypress resident. “By bonding 
together, we can withstand frag-
mented development and save what 
little green space we have left.”

Officials emphasized the group is 
not opposed to economic development 

TOP STORY

we were in the middle of a drought, 
everyone was trying to get more water 
in the area. Now that we’ve been hit 
with these flood events, [people are 
asking], ‘How do we keep from having 
all this water?' So it’s on everybody’s 
minds.”

MITIGATION PROJECTS 

With homes and businesses 
throughout Harris County under water 
as a result of the floods in April and 
May of last year, including in Cy-Fair, 
Matt Zeve, director of operations 
for the Harris County Flood Control 
District, said the county is seeking 
solutions to prepare for the next flood 
event.

HCFCD spent $6.3 million on two 
detention basins along Little Cypress 
Creek in fiscal year 2016-17. It plans 
to invest $23.6 million on detention 
basins along Mueschke and Schiel 
roads through 2021, mainly on right of 
way acquisition. 

The district also began engineer-
ing, excavation and revegetation on 
the Upper Langham Creek frontier 

but want to do more to make sure it is 
done responsibly.

“We’re doing this because there is 
no entity of the governmental sort [in 
Cypress] to protect us,” said Wayne 
Schilleci, a local Realtor and founder 
of community group The Cypress Cir-
cle. “It’s about the residents of Cypress 
standing up, having a voice and claim-
ing Cypress once and for all.”

In addition to the banquet hall and 
restaurant, the project will include 
a welcome center, a citrus grove and 
legacy tree.

The garden will also host different 
types of programs, including garden 
workshops, community workdays, 
culinary classes and a summer camp 
for children to learn about the impor-
tance of preservation.

A shovel ceremony was held Feb. 
22 at the property site, and a ground 
breaking celebration is planned for 
April 29. 
FULL STORY BY SHAWN ARRAJJ

REGIONAL

Cypress Creek . . . . . . 70.96 inches

Spring Creek . . . . . . . . 78.72 inches

Willow Creek. . . . . . . . 75.96 inches

Average annual precipitation

Cypress . . . . . . . . . . . .50.48 inches

Harris County . . . . . . . . 49.8 inches

Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.9 inches

U.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.78 inches

Annual precipitation from 
Jan. 31, 2016, to Jan. 26, 2017

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, 
U.S.CLIMATEDATA.COM/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

program in 2016 while also investing 
$550,000 in two basin projects around 
Greenhouse Road and John Paul’s 
Landing.

To date, HCFCD has spent $4.9 mil-
lion in buyouts in 2016, with a total of 
63 homes released for acquisition.

GREENWAY, WETLANDS PRESERVATION

HCFCD also addresses flood miti-
gation by acquiring properties along 
greenways to protect the land from 
development. Zeve said each year 
HCFCD sets aside between $2 million 
and $5 million to acquire land along 
the Spring Creek and Cypress Creek 
greenways for floodplain preservation.

Preserving flood plains from devel-
opment helps to mitigate flooding, 
said Jim Robertson, chairman of the 
Cypress Creek Greenway Project.

“We continue to work with Harris 
County Flood Control, identifying 
potential tracts for acquisition for 
flood plain preservation because flood 
plain preservation helps with the 
flooding issues,” Robertson said. 

Zeve said HCFCD also builds 
wetlands throughout the county and 
has constructed the largest wetland 
mitigation bank in Harris County, a 

961-acre permanently protected bank 
in northeast Harris County that has 
cost HCFCD $10.1 million to date.

“Constructing wetlands definitely 
works,” Zeve said. “It lasts forever. 
We have legal agreements and that 
require us to maintain it, and we bud-
get for that every year.” 
FULL STORY BY SHAWN ARRAJJ AND 

 JULIE BUTTERFIELD

Kath
y Ln.

Deep Cypress Gardens, which will be located 
on 7.5 acres north of Louetta and Grant roads, 
could open as early as Dec. 31.

Grant Rd.

Louetta Rd.

Kath
y Ln.
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SOURCE: DEEP CYPRESS ALLIANCE/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Britannia Soccer Academy

Interest in alternative medicine grows in Sugar Land, Missouri City

RICHMOND   In the growing Richmond area, Bri-
tannia Soccer Academy is finding a player base for 
its youth training programs. Now, the business is 
expanding with its first round of competitive teams 
this fall. 

Originally from Birmingham, England, the Wil-
liams family started the company in November 2015. 
After coaching in California, Arizona, New Mexico 
and Texas, Stephen Williams said he thought the 
Greater Houston area would be a good place to 
establish an academy.

His father, Derek, came out of retirement to join 
the venture as head coach. Derek emigrated with his 
wife and younger son Adam. 

They found Fort Bend County to be a good loca-
tion for the academy.
FULL STORY BY AMELIA BRUST

SUGAR LAND    No longer a niche of the West Coast, 
holistic and alternative medicine and therapy 
providers have become a sizable presence in the 
Sugar Land and Missouri City area. 

Nearly a third of U.S. adults have tried some type 
of nontraditional medicine or therapy, according to 
the National Institutes of Health.

“[Clients] want to avoid surgery,” Lonestar Cryo-
therapy owner Robert Garza said. “They want to 
avoid a lot of medications; they want to do some-
thing as holistically as possible.”

His Sugar Land practice uses intense cold to ease 
muscle pains. Reasons vary for why people seek 
complementary, alternative and holistic treatments 
although pain management is a common motiva-
tion according to NIH’s National Center for Comple-
mentary and Integrative Health. 

“I do think people like alternative medicine 
because it has fast results and more visible results,” 
said Erika Yigzaw, chief strategy officer for the 
American College of Healthcare Sciences.

WHAT IS “ALTERNATIVE?”

The NCCIH defines complementary medicine as a 
nonmainstream practice used in conjunction with 
conventional medicine. Complementary medicine 

BUSINESS FEATURETOP STORY
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A group of young players improve their soccer technique 
and skills while training with Britannia Soccer Academy. 

Texas does not require licenses for many CAM providers, 
but chiropractors, acupuncturists and massage 
therapists are among the exceptions.

Massage 
therapy

Chiropractic Acupuncture

License to heal

usually falls into the subgroups of natural prod-
ucts or “mind and body practices.” By comparison, 
alternative medicine is a nonmainstream practice 
used in place of conventional medicine. NCCIH 
does not classify treatments as being specifically 
“complementary” or “alternative.” 

Complementary and alternative medicine can 
include chiropractors, dietary supplements, reflex-
ology and aromatherapy, according to the NCCIH. 

In Sugar Land and Missouri City, the population 
age 60 and older rose by 6 percent and by 7.8 per-
cent, respectively, between 2009 and 2015. 

FULL STORY BY AMELIA BRUST

SOURCE: NATIONAL CENTER FOR COMPLEMENTARY AND INTEGRATIVE HEALTH/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

(281) 394-0628      1520 Katy Gap Rd      legacyatfalconpoint.com

Schedule a tour today of Katy’s 
�nest senior living community.

A place where living is full of opportunity.

ALF ID 106069
Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. 
©2017 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved. For full terms and 
conditions please visit: www.meritagehomes.com/rule/contest-29 

Our homes have more than just a low HERS 
score. Our ENERGY STAR®– certified building 
practices have been known to lower heating 
and cooling costs up to half on average, 
which means you can afford to do more 
living. And just wait until we tell you about the 
low-E windows, allergy-reducing air filtration, 
Tyvek® house wrap and sound-blocking wall 
insulation that we build into every home. Visit 
us today. Whether you want to build it from 
the ground up or need the keys ASAP, your 
dream home is a Meritage home.

MORE MONEY FOR 
MOMENTS THAT MATTER.

T H E  H O M E  O F

Your dream home is waiting. Call: 844-582-4952
visit: mer itagehomes .com/katy

HOU_0817009_Q1_2017_CommunityImpactAd_4.5085x5.5416.indd   1 3/17/2017   8:56:12 AM
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 CONTINUED FROM 1

Although the tax rate has remained steady in the Katy area, 
the total assessed value of property has risen consistently 
each year since 2013. This has caused similar increases in the 
county’s tax levy, or total property tax revenue collected.
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City of Katy tax rate

Year

2013 2014 2015 2016

0.567

KATYKATY

increase over the previous year to a  
4 percent increase. If a city or county 
were to exceed the revenue cap, a 
rollback election would be triggered, 
giving voters the chance to approve or 
reject the new tax rate.

Officials with the Texas Municipal 
League—a nonprofit that advocates for 
legislative issues on behalf of Texas 
cities—describe the proposed rollback 
rate reduction as an “assault on pub-
lic safety, economic development and 
transportation.” Meanwhile, officials 
with cities and counties across the state, 
including Harris County and Sugar 

Land, have expressed concerns about 
how SB 2 could restrict future budgets.

“The largest budget item for every 
city in Texas is public safety—police, 
firefighting and emergency medical 
services,” said Bennett Sandlin, exec-
utive director of the TML, in a state-
ment. “Politicians can’t proclaim their 
support for first responders and then 
turn around and vote to restrict the 
funding that pays for [their] salaries, 
equipment, vehicles, health insurance 
and pensions.”

CALL FOR REFORM

Bettencourt, who serves as chair-
man of the Senate Select Committee on 

Property Tax Reform, hosted a series of 
town hall meetings across the state in 
2016. 

“In hearing after hearing, the com-
mittee heard the same message loud 
and clear: Texans are asking for and 
deserve property tax relief,” Betten-
court said. “Whether it was homeown-
ers testifying that they are unable to 
keep up with their property tax bills, 
small-business owners seeing their 
hard-earned profits go out the window, 
or big businesses testifying that they 
are locating new plants and taking 
jobs out of Texas due to high property 
taxes, they are all saying that property 
taxes are rising too fast.” 

The system in Waller County is 
designed to determine values based 
on what the market is doing, accord-
ing to officials with the Waller County 
Appraisal District. 

WCAD appraisers determine the 
assessed value of a property using 
a formula based on annual market 
studies. Appraisers look at a variety of 
information including sales, to deter-
mine values. 

The state tax code requires appraisal 
districts to adopt a written reappraisal 
plan every two years to make sure 
appraisals accurately reflect changes 
in the real estate market. However, 
critics such as Bettencourt claim the 
system still produces assessed values 
that often do not correlate with what is 
actually happening in the market. 

In Katy, average assessed values for 
Waller County increased by 13 percent 
between 2015 and 2016, from $172,160 
to $195,255, according to the WCAD.

In addition to SB 2, several other 
bills related to property tax relief 
have been filed by lawmakers this 
session. Rep. Cecil Bell, R-Magnolia, 
filed House Bill 167, which would limit 
appraisal increases to 5 percent of the 
appraised value of the property for the 
previous year. Rep. Dwayne Bohac, 
R-Houston, filed HB 1473, which would 

exempt homeowners age 80 and older 
from property taxes entirely if they 
have owned their homes for at least 10 
years.

Some legislation filed has been more 
extreme. Rep. Valerie Swanson, R-Tom-
ball, filed HB 1050, which would abolish 
property taxes entirely by Jan. 1, 2022.

AFTER SB 2

If passed, SB 2 would pressure a 
taxing entity to lower its tax rate to 
compensate for increases in assessed 
property values, Bettencourt said. As 
a result, the amount a homeowner’s 
property tax bill could go up each year 
would be limited.

Under existing rules, citizens must 
petition to bring about a rollback elec-
tion in which voters can decide to reject 
a proposed tax rate. Under SB 2, the 
election would be triggered automati-
cally whenever a 4 percent increase in 
property tax revenue from the previous 
year is reached or passed. 

The election would be held during 
the uniform election date in Novem-
ber. The ballot language must include 
the adopted tax rate—the rate set for 
budgeting purposes—as well as the 
difference between that rate and the 
rollback tax rate—the rate that would 
need to be set to stay under the 4 per-
cent revenue cap. 

At a Jan. 31 budget workshop, Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett pointed out 
that comparing how much tax reve-
nue a governmental entity brings in to 
increases in property taxes paid at the 
individual level does not take overall 
growth into consideration.

Patrick O’Connor, president and 
owner of Houston-based property tax 
consulting business O’Connor & Asso-
ciates, said the legislation is the most 
significant taxpayer relief bill filed in 
the state in 20 years. O’Connor, whose 
business has offices in Austin and Dal-
las, said the bill would have the great-
est effect in cities and counties with 
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IN  
KATYA closer look

Assessed property values rose significantly in Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller counties between 2015 and 2016, 
and the Katy area was no different. The average assessed 
values for various parts of Katy are listed below.

IN  
KATY

SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY TAX OFFICE, HARRIS COUNTY TAX OFFICE, 
WALLER COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

A closer look

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

high growth.  
“It would definitely save homeown-

ers money in years where property 
values go [up] quickly,” O’Connor said. 
“And we’ve seen a number of years in 
Harris County where appraisals have 
risen by 10 percent.”

O’Connor said in a best-case scenario 
with a 10 percent increase in appraised 
value year over year on a $280,000 
home and a total combined property 
tax rate of $2.70 per $100 valuation—
including all taxing entities—the bill 
could save homeowners as much as 
$454 that year if residents were to vote 
down the tax increase.

In addition to reducing the rollback 
rate, SB 2 would also install a series 
of appraisal reforms, including the 
creation of oversight boards, raising 
small-business exemptions and stan-
dardizing the date for property owners 
to protest their appraisals.

BUDGET CONCERNS

SB 2 would not have as much of 
an effect on the city of Katy because 
officials have been working to reduce 
the tax rate for property owners for 
the past four years, according to city 

officials.
Katy is in the fourth year of a five-

year property tax reduction plan, 
which outlines a reduction of 2 cents 
per year. However, officials said, the 
bill may reduce funds that growing cit-
ies could need.

Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said that school districts and 
special districts would be exempt from 
the bill.

“Although it is being touted as a tax 
relief bill, it would not reduce anyone’s 
taxes,” Hebert said. “It will just restrict 
our ability to serve our growing popu-
lation.”

Hebert said he intends to reach out 
to the senate finance committee to 
present his facts.

He also hopes to work with lawmak-
ers to amend the bill to provide tax 
relief to constituents. 

“Property taxes do need to be 
reformed and there does need to be 
significant tax relief,” Hebert said. 
“This bill as it’s written doesn’t pro-
vide that.”

Although Harris, Fort Bend and Waller county tax rates 
decreased between 2015 and 2016, increases in assessed values 
cause tax bills to rise. 

SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY TAX OFFICE, HARRIS COUNTY TAX OFFICE, WALLER COUNTY APPRAISAL 
DISTRICT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

The average homeowner in Katy paid nearly $100 more in county 
property taxes in 2016 compared with 2015. 

Assessed value 

$352,806 $506.54

County property  
tax owed

Tax rate
per $100 valuation

0.465

$371,654 $527.710.458

2015

2016

If SB 2 passes, cities and counties would need voter approval if total 
property tax revenue collected exceeds the previous year by 4 percent. 

In 2016, the average Katy homeowner paid around $110 more in county 
property taxes compared with the year before.

Assessed value 

Assessed value 

County property  
tax owed

County property  
tax owed

Tax rate
per $100 valuation

Tax rate
per $100 valuation

Harris County

Waller County

$224,024 $938.660.419

$172,160 $1,127.310.655

$233,715 $974.590.417

$195,255 $1,237.440.634
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Fort Bend County

R
EL

IE
F 

FO
R

 K
A

T
Y

R
EL

IE
F 

FO
R

 K
A

T
Y

Harris County North of I-10
2015: $157,505 
2016: $172,853

Harris County South of I-10
2015: $290,543 
2016: $294,577

Fort Bend County
2015: $352,806 
2016: $371,654

Waller County
2015: $172,160 
2016: $195,255
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• Clay Road Shopping Center
• Megacenter Katy
• One Mason Plaza
• Katy Freeway Retail

• Mason Road Plaza (South)
• Mason Road Plaza (North)
• 19909 Morton Road

• Mason Park Shopping Center
• Springfield Plaza
• Royal Montreal Plaza
• The Shops at Katy
• Plaza Park Center

• Highland Knolls Plaza
• Fry Road Center
• Mission at Katy Mills Center
• Katy Freeway Shopping Center
• The Plazas at Grand Parkway

• Charlton Plaza
• F&B Plaza
• Cinco Westheimer Parkway Plaza
• Highland Knolls Shopping Center
• The Reserve at Cinco Ranch
• Crabtree Corner

• Y-Shops at Mason Road
• Mason Village
• Grand Lakes Shopping Center
• Cinco Ranch Plaza 
• Cross Creek Village
• Flodder Financial Center

• Mason & Franz Retail Center
• Mason Place Shopping Center
• 22300 Grand Corner Drive

• FM 1463 Plaza
• Katy Asian Town
• Grand Edge Cross

$27-29

$24-26

$21-23

$18-20

< $18

$30-32

> $32

• Clay Crossing
• Katy Plaza Shopping Center
• Mason Shopping Center
• Old Town Katy Square

• South Mason Shopping Center
• Provincial Retail Plaza
• Cinco Ranch Plaza
• Kingsland Plaza Phase II

• Grand Parkway and Morton Ranch Road 
• Mason Creek
• LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch

• SEC FM 1463 and Corbitt Road
• Katy Ranch Crossing Phase II
• Mason Road hair salon
• Katy Ranch Crossing
• Reserve at Firestone Ranch

• The Shops at Cross Creek 
• The Shops at Cross Creek II
• Katy Mills Plaza
• Katy Ranch Crossing Phase III
• Clay Road Crossing

3,820
6,510

70% increase

10,690
21,550
101% increase

RETAIL TRAFFIC

Rental rates are specific to a particu-
lar market, Richardson said. 

Retail leasing rates in Katy can range 
from $1.65 per square foot at Clay Road 
Shopping Center at 19214 Clay Road, 
to $35 per square foot at LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch as of March 2017, accord-
ing to LoopNet.com, a commercial 
leasing website. While the rates vary, 
there is logic behind the numbers, 
Richardson said.

One factor involved in calculating 
retail leasing rates is daytime traffic, 
Richardson said. 

Traffic counts rose more than 100 
percent from 2006 to 2012 at the inter-
section of I-10 and Pin Oak Boulevard, 
the exit that leads to The Shoppes at 
ParkWest and Katy Mills, according to 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion’s Houston Regional Traffic Count 
Map. 

At Grand Parkway and Cinco Ranch 
Boulevard, where a motorist would 
exit to get to LaCenterra, traffic counts 
increased 70 percent in the same six-
year period. 

The reason for the influx of traffic, 
Richardson said, is that more people 
are moving to Katy, and demographics 
show that they are wealthy and edu-
cated. 

Jazz Hamilton, first vice president 
with the retail brokerage services group 
at CBRE Commercial Real Estate, said 
retail rental rates have been steadily 
on the rise in Katy 
as the economy 
has grown. 

 “It goes back 
to consumer con-
fidence and dis-
posable income,” 
Hamilton said. 
“Katy used to 
be a blue-collar 
market, but it’s 
shifted. Your densities have doubled 
and your incomes have gone up.”

Katy currently operates in a land-
lord’s market, which means space is 
in demand with more than 93 percent 
occupancy in Katy’s Class A—top tier, 
newly constructed—buildings, Hamil-
ton said. 

“It’s all based on sales and 
volumes,” he said. “A lot of 
landlords try to track the 

 CONTINUED FROM 1 trends. Whether it’s a mom and pop 
or national chain, if they can’t pay 
the rent, because we’re in a landlord’s 
market, there are three other busi-
nesses who want to get in that space.”

GROWING PAINS

While rent, income and population 
have all increased in Katy, the leasing 

rates could drop 
as space becomes 
available, said 
Matt Keener, 
senior vice presi-
dent at CBRE. 

“It’s really 
about supply and 
demand,” he said. 
“Retailers are 
demanding space. 

When there’s a lack of supply, rents 
go up. The good news is rents should 
be leveling out. In Katy in particular, 
you’ve had a lot of new product and 
additional phases to existing shopping 
centers. At 99 and I-10, there are seven 
new projects underway.”

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch opened 
in March 2007 with 165,000 square 
feet of retail space and about 96,000 
square feet of Class A office space. 

Population growth was ramping up at 
the time and has remained on a steady 
uptick since then, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 

Despite three recent business clos-
ings at LaCenterra—Bonefish Grill, 
Restless Palate and Sweet Boutique—
Woody Mann, president of Vista Equi-
ties Group, which owns the devel-
opment, said the shopping center is 
burgeoning, largely due to the number 
of residents who have moved to the 
area. 

“With the recent Westpark Tollway 
expansion, it is now easier than ever 
to live in Katy, and we anticipate that 
the area will continue to thrive as it has 
over the previous decade,” Mann said. 
“The future of LaCenterra will continue 
to develop as a mixed-use space.”

LaCenterra recently announced its 
fourth phase of development, which 
calls for 410,000 square feet of mixed-
use retail in spring 2018.

Other major retailers in Katy include 
The Shoppes at ParkWest and Katy 
Mills, both near the intersection of I-10 
and Katy Fort Bend Road.

Katy Mills, an indoor shopping mall, 
has been in Katy since 1999 and offers 
more than 150 retail stores. It is located 

FOLLOWING THE TRAFFIC Retail rates are rising, but so is traffic. Intersections near major 
shopping destinations have had a significant increase. 

“IT GOES BACK TO CONSUMER 
CONFIDENCE AND DISPOSABLE 
INCOME. KATY USED TO BE A 
BLUE-COLLAR MARKET, BUT IT’S 
SHIFTED. YOUR DENSITIES HAVE 
DOUBLED AND YOUR INCOMES 
HAVE GONE UP.”

— JAZZ HAMILTON, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT WITH 
RETAIL BROKERAGE SERVICES AT CBRE COMMERCIAL 
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RETAIL RATESKaty Area
The following retail spaces are listed 
for lease in the Katy area at the rental 
rates per square foot. Officials say 
the retail vacancy rate is 4 percent. 
SOURCE: LOOPNET.COM/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

ParkWest

Katy Mills

LaCenterra

* Rates as of 3/13/17.
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2016 • COMMERCIAL  
REAL ESTATE REPORT

2,101 
total 
acres of 
land sold

70.3% percent of 
purchases ranged in size 
between 1 and 9 acres

Median sale price  

$6.98  
per square foot

A total of more than 91 
transactions took place

4 transactions of 50 acres or more

Commercial land is in demand in the 
Katy area, according to realty groups.

SOURCE: CALDWELL COMPANIES/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

near the Katy Boardwalk project, 
which will add 60,000 square feet of 
retail space to the area.  

ParkWest officials said they, too, 
have capitalized on the location of their 
shopping center and the thriving Katy 
market. 

“The expansion of Interstate 10 and 
completion of Grand Parkway have 
spurred immense residential growth in 
this trade area over the last few years,” 
said David Stukalin, president of the 
Retail Connection’s Houston office and 
a spokesperson for the shopping center. 

ParkWest brokers are leasing for the 
third phase of the shopping center, 
which will include 150,000 square feet, 
Stukalin said. 

Sarah Tober, communications direc-
tor for the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, said a survey the 
Austin-based company conducted last 
year showed that the No. 5 challenge 
among small-business owners was 
property taxes, which she said could 
be a factor in why rents are rising. If a 
landlord’s taxes go up, the cost could 
be passed on to the leaseholder via 
rent, she said. 

“I think rent is a real and prevalent 
issue,” she said. “Small-business own-
ers are hit on a lot of different levels. 
We’ve seen property tax, franchise tax 
and inventory tax become big issues. A 
lot of times landlords tack on the prop-
erty tax hikes to their small-business 
owners, and ultimately the costs are 
passed down to the customer.”

SMALL BUSINESS STRUGGLES

Although Katy area shopping cen-
ters have a high occupancy rate and no 
shortage of traffic volume, some small 
businesses in the area have struggled to 
keep up with the rising rental rates.  

Eric Salmon, owner of Red Oak Grill, 
said his rent nearly doubled since he 

opened his restaurant on South Mason 
Road in 2006, prompting him to close 
the doors late last year. 

“That’s a lot of money to do busi-
ness,” Salmon said. “It’s just not feasi-
ble for the mom and pop stores.”

The struggle to keep up with rising 
rent also exists for those who need 
office space, said Cyril Thomas, who 
founded The Hive on Fenhurst Drive 
in Katy to offer smaller, less expensive 
space for businesses struggling to get 
started or stay afloat. 

“I definitely think the higher rents are 
squeezing out the mom and pop busi-
nesses,” he said. “There comes a point 
where you can’t run a business out of 
your house but you can’t afford any-
thing else because of the sheer sizes.”

The Hive offers spaces that are 80 
square feet to 600 square feet and lease 
for about $599 to $1,200 per month. 
Thomas said he believes it is important 
for small businesses to have options 
and to work in an environment where 
they can collaborate with other entre-
preneurs.

Thomas said that he is in the process 
of opening a restaurant but has stalled 
the project for nine months.

“It’s just so expensive,” he said. “It 
just floors me what the lease spaces are 
going for.”

Richardson said there is an ongoing 
dialogue among many of Katy’s small 
business owners about the cost of 
doing business.  

“There is a concern about rising 
rents,” he said. “At some point, higher 
rents aren’t sustainable. Landlords are 
starting to be somewhat sensitive to 
the fact that you can’t keep raising rent 
when the margins aren’t enough for 
them to make any money.” 

Lance LaCour, president and CEO of 
the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council, said the vacancy rate in the 
Katy area is below 4 percent for retail, 
about 12 percent for industrial and 15 
percent for office space. 

“Retail is doing well,” he said. 
“That’s where you see most of our 
growth. The general public is interested 
in retail, but they’re also interested in 
higher-paying jobs.”

Retail in Katy shows no signs of slow-
ing business down, Richardson said. 

“There’s a little bit of a herd men-
tality,” he said. “If you have a great 
lineup of tenants, other tenants want 
to come. Income, population, density 
and, to some degree, daytime traffic 
drive that.”

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

Spring Over and Find Your New Shea Home.

Cane Island
from the $450s
832-869-4026

sheahomes.com

This is not an offer of real estate for sale, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, to residents of 
any state or province in which registration and other legal requirements have not been 
fulfilled. Pricing does not include options, elevation, or lot premiums, effective date of 
publication and subject to change without notice.  All square footages and measurements 
are approximate and subject to change without notice. Trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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5 bedroom / 4.5 bath 4,334 sq. ft. $569,900 
John Newton  
RE/MAX Generation 281-904-4205

5 bedroom / 4.5 bath 4,455 sq. ft. $798,000 
Josie Lin  
RE/MAX United 832-618-5898

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Located at 2600 Katy Flewellen Road, the 
community is convenient to I-10 from an 
extension of Spring Green Boulevard that will 
ultimately connect to Westpark Toll Road. Avalon 
at Spring Green is in the Katy school district, 
and its young residents attend Woodcreek 
Elementary, Woodcreek Junior High and Katy 
High School. The neighborhood is surrounded 
by a variety of shopping and dining choices and 
family-friendly activities. 

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99
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10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: Still in build-out

Builders include: Taylor Morrison, Coventry 
Homes 

Square footage: 3,287-6,289

Home values: $455,738-$929,480

HOA dues (estimated): $1,700 annually 

Amenities: Lakes with sparkling fountains 
create a serene backdrop for many waterfront 
home sites. Walking trails link a pavilion and 
individual neighborhoods, giving residents 
easy lake access and opportunities for 
morning jogs or evening strolls. 

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Katy  0.5067 
Katy ISD  1.5166 
Fort Bend County General  0.4580 
Fort Bend Drainage  0.0160
Fort Bend MUD #163 (utility tax)  0.9000 
Total (per $100 valuation) 3.3973

$626,956

AVALON AT SPRING GREEN, 77494 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$134.49$16,222 203

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 3/17/17

8 2

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Jamie McMartin, CNAS 
Coldwell Banker United • 281-961-5151 • www.coldwellbanker.com

4 bedroom / 4.5 bath 4,361 sq. ft. $524,990 
Jimmy Franklin  
RE/MAX Grand 281-347-2200

4 bedroom / 4 bath 4,607 sq. ft. $998,900 
Ben Caballero  
Taylor Morrison Realty of Texas 281-780-4652

2834 Hollingsworth Pine Lane

2518 Winsford Horizon Lane

2603 Hollingsworth Pine Lane

2735 Hollingsworth Pine Lane

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD  FEB. 2016 VS.  FEB. 2017

-34.0%

-0.7%

+12.3%
+1.0%

+3.1%

ON THE MARKET  (MARCH 2017)
Number of homes for sale by ZIP code/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less 0 18/30 0 5/23 0

$150,000-$199,999 0 103/44 15/32 14/38 2/142

$200,000-$299,999 3/102 100/45 57/65 109/65 128/71

$300,000-$399,999 10/39 2/40 43/55 82/99 248/68

$400,000-$499,999 4/65 0 18/81 32/159 117/71

$500,000-$599,999 3/49 0 19/55 9/165 71/85

$600,000-$799,999 4/101 0 5/73 9/83 55/86

$800,000-$999,999 10/159 0 1/4 5/244 12/175

$1 million + 2/41 0 6/211 3/85 15/54

MARKET DATA

©2016 Coldwell Banker is a registered service mark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
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Katy is where you rest and discover
sports like family trampolining.THIS IS WHERE

AWAWA ESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS. Katy Office | 281.579.2300
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BRITANNIA SOCCER CLUB

Competitive Soccer Teams for Boys 
and Girls, with 
soccer coaching for every team!

INTRODUCING

 PROFESSIONAL

• Ages 10 to 15, Boys and Girls
• Professional Coaching
• Highly Qualifi ed Trainers
• Player Development

Tryout Dates
Monday - Wednesday, April 24 - 26th
Location: Bob Lutts Park,
Harlem Road, Richmond, TX 77406
See website for age group times. 

www.britanniasoccerclub.com
info@britanniasocceracademy.com • 281.802.4484

SUMMER SOCCER CAMPS

Girls Only
June 

26th - 29th
5-8pm

July 
3rd - 6th

5-8pm

July 
10th - 13th

5-8pm

July 
17th - 20th

5-8pm

1 2 3 4

SUMMER SOCCER CAMPS
UP TO

25%
OFF

See website for age group times. See website for age group times. See website for age group times. 

Are you looking for a change?

Ages 10 to 15, Boys and Girls

SUMMER SOCCER CAMPS

Are you looking for a change?

REGISTER 
FOR 

TRYOUTS
ONLINE
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OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

*XCIKS11703*

O
F

F

10

$

Change Oil & Filter

Check/Top Off Fluids  

Set Tire Pressure

INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

.

.

.

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only. Cannot 

combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

XCIKS11703

Clean facilities, nice staff, play room for kids,

quick in-and-out service. Great experience.

“

AUTOMOTIVE

First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE

Louetta

4019 FM 1463   832.437.5722

“

IS YOUR STICKER DUE?

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

STATE INSPECTOR 

ALWAYS ON DUTY!

OPEN SATURDAYS    3 YR/36,000 MILE REPAIR WARRANTY    FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES

R.D. Katy,TX

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

A

Approved

Auto Repair

A+

RATED

Good for one single dish or cone. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s locations.
Expires 5/31/2017. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

JERSEY VILLAGE
FM 1960 & Eldridge

NINE HOUSTON LOCATIONS

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

COPPERFIELD
Hwy 6 & FM 529

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Frwy

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

DAIRY ASHFORD
1111 Dairy Ashford Rd.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy.

SPRING
19370 I-45 +

2920  +  Kuykendahl

ONE FREE
SINGLE DISH

OR CONE!

®
FreddysUSA.com

The original
double

steakburger...
a real

 game changer!

281-829-0444 - texasmesquitegrill.com
20095 Katy Freeway

SUNDAYS & MONDAYSSUNDAYS & MONDAYSSUNDAYS & MONDAYSSUNDAYS & MONDAYSBUCKET      CRAWFISH
$23.95

4 LBS. OF STEAMING HOT CRAWFISH 
WITH POTATOES AND CORN.

FREE*
BUY 2 POUNDS OF CRAWFISH 

Not valid with Sunday Monday or any other promotion.  
Valid tuesday- Saturday.  

Offer expires 4/26/17.

Live music on the patio every Sunday.

G
E

T
 O

N
E

&  W E L L N E S S  B O U T I Q U E

Your Neighborhood  
Pharmacy with  
Personalized Service
Working with your doctor to  
make fill ing prescriptions easy

+ New and Transferred Prescriptions

+ Compounding

+ Ideal Protein Weight Loss

+ Homeopathic Products

+ Nutritional Supplements

+ Natural Skin Care

9727 Spring Green Blvd. 
Suite 150 
Katy, Texas 77494

832-913-6905 
ritechoicepharmacy.com

SAME CO-PAY

WE DELIVER TO  
YOUR FRONT DOOR

Like us on:

RC-CIN-QtrPage-031017-v1.indd   1 3/13/17   4:50 PM
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www.koldprezz.com
829 S Mason Rd, Unit 250, Katy, TX 77450 | order@koldprezz.com | (346)704-KOLD(5653)

We care about people so our juices are designed with taste and NUTRITION in mind. 

We invest in the best ingredients, materials and machinery to off er the highest QUALITY juice available.

We take pride in building relati onships and provide our customers a sense of SATISFACTION.

Hours: Monday to Saturday 7 am - 7 pm | Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

$5 OFF 
on 1 Day 

Cleanse package

$20 OFF 
on 5 Day 

Cleanse package

$10 OFF 
on 3 Day 

Cleanse package

BUY ONE 
single juice get 2nd juice 

50% OFF
Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. 
No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

100% Organic Cold-pressed Juice 

No Added Sugar 

No Added Water 

No Preservati ves

Unpasteurized

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. 
No Cash Value. Expires 04/20/17.
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HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NOW THROUGH MAY 31ST

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES 
NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Heater Service and Installations, Kitchen and Bath Faucets, 
Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems, Replace Shower Base and Tubs, Toilets, Disposals, 

Backfl ow, Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and Line Locators, Hydrostatic Testing, 
Hydro-Jet/High Pressure Services, Sample Wells

Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

CYPRESS 281-256-2239
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
www.joetheplumber.net • Fully Licensed (Master License #13044) and Insured

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

CONTRACT US FOR A FULL HOUSE 
RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM 

WATER HEATER INSTALLED WITH 
AN 8 YEAR WARRANTY FOR FREE! 
* Restrictions apply: Two bath minimum requirement. 

Ask your technician for more details.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM 

Everyday Hours: 11AM–2AM • Happy Hours: 3PM-7PM and 9PM-11PM 
24515, Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77450 • www.oldchicago.com

281-347-0090
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$10 off $30 PURCHASE
Limit one per table per visit. Not valid on 
gift cards or alcohol. Dine-in only. Excludes 

tax and gratuity. Expires 4/26/17.

Save the hassle and time, 
simply order online!

Old Chicago just made getting our delicious food even easier! 

1

2

3

Go to oldchicago.com

Click on your location

Click the 
order online button

www.cowboychicken.com

ORDERING ONLINE 
HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

 PEACH OR APPLE 
COBBLER

with any entreé purchase

FREE
Expires 4/26/2017

Please download our app from the APP STORE

CHECK OUT OUR 
MENU ONLINE!

NWAL is Texas’ biggest summer 
swimming league with almost 

100 teams and 15,000 swimmers 
participating annually.  

Swimming is fun, great exercise and a 
great way to meet your neighbors.

Open to ages 5 to 18.

REGISTER TODAY!
There’s a team close to you, � nd it by visiting:

nwal.swim-league.us

Northwest Aquatic League
Summer Swimming League

Specializing in the tax issues of the higher income individual

Tax specialist 30+ years
Tax preparation ~ Planning

It’s complicated...
Don’t try this at home!

Call or text 713-305-5048  |  www.kucera-cpa.com
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katy@snapology.com       Call: 281-889-5470       please visit katy.snapology.com for events.

Summer Camps at Aliana
Use coupon code SNAPAL25 for  

$25 OFF 
Expires May 15, 2017

SIGN UP NOW!

Have a feeding frenzy?

Catering & Delivery

19901 Kingsland Blvd. | Houston, TX 77094

(281) 385-9778
Mon - Sat 11am - 9pm
Closed Sundays

SurLatinFood.com

Experience a bite of Peru in every flavor!

We are celebrating our 3 Year Anniversary!

(281) 385-9778
Mon - Sat 11am - 9pm $5OFF

With the purchase 
of 2 adult entrees. 

Not valid with 
lunch specials or any 

other o� er.
Exp. 4/26/2017

(281) 676-4913
ashworthlandscapes.com

PROVIDING QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL LAWN & LANDSCAPING SERVICES AT REASONABLE PRICES. 

4 FREE 
MOWS
WITH NEW SERVICE

INSURED • ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

CERTAIN CONDITIONS APPLY. 
CALL FOR DETAILS

Servicing zip codes 
77450, 77494, 77094

Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494
(Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

 Open 7 Days a week | Mon-Thur. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494

Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pmFr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm

Free all day 
delivery

$12 minimum 
(restrictions apply)

Party trays 
and catering 

service 
available.

Lunch special 
7 days a week 

starting at 
$6.75.

10% off Senior 
Citizens 60 or older 

w/ ID.  Dine in only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.

Buy 1 entree & 
get 1 entree 1/2 off 

w/ 2 drinks.
Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine in only. 
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 4/26/17

Good for dine in, take out & delivery. Must pres-
ent coupon. One coupon per customer, cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Exp. 4/26/17

FREE 
fried rice
(value up $7.95)
with any $35 order or more.
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Alicia's serves delicious authentic 

Tex-Mex made with only the 

freshest, high-quality ingredients.

Get ready to have your 

tastebuds amazed!

visit www.aliciasmexicangrille.com 

or call 281-347-1800

25725 Katy Fwy.

Katy, TX 77494

small queso with lunch 
or dinner entrée and 
beverage purchaseFREE

Limit one per table; cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 5/31/17

SIZZLING PERFECTION!

www.marvinositaliankitchen.com
www.galianas.comwww.galianas.comwww.aliciasmexicangrille.com

www.dariossteakhouse.comwww.dariossteakhouse.com

Enjoy all Grupo 

Herrera Restaurants

Honey Bunnies
Perfect for a table centerpiece or 

tucked into a child’s Easter basket! 

Honey Bunny Gift Baskets
A lovely gift for a hostess, friend, 

loved one or child! 

Hot Cross Buns 
This year enjoy traditional

& lemon varieties! 

Lemon Blueberry
Cake Bread 

Fantastic for a brunch or simply 
served with fresh coffee & tea! 

S.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.             

WE CATER!(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm

Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy
Indoor/Outdoor 

Seating Available

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

Good for $2.00 OFF your next bread purchase!
Expires 4/26/2017. With Coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

EASTER  GOODIES!
Let us do your Easter Baking!

We are always thrilled to be a part of your Easter meal traditions. We’ll do 
the baking again this year, so you can enjoy more time with loved ones! 

Order yours by April 12th!
SAVE .50 CENTS ON YOUR POP 

FROM 3PM - 6PM, M - F!

18318 UNIVERSITY BLVD • SUGARLAND, TX • P: 281.313.5666
This may not be combined with any other offers, promotions, or discounts.  

Cannot be combined with any other offers, promotions, or discounts.

6

5918318 UNIVERSITY BLVD
SUGARLAND, TX
P:  281.313.5666

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #185
Katy, TX 77494
P: (513) 588-3664

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Comm
ercial Center Blvd.

99

N

NOW OPEN IN 

LaCenterra!

Cannot be combined with any other offers, promotions, or discounts.

6

5918318 UNIVERSITY BLVD
SUGARLAND, TX
P:  281.313.5666

GOURMET POPS
buy 7 get one free



Katy edition • March 2017 53

Offer valid 3/27/17-4/23/17. Available only on New York-Style crust in the X-Large size. X-Large is served on a Family Size tray. No substitutions. 
Available at participating locations. Not valid with any other offers.

Extra Large 
New York style Pizza

Giant Pepperoni, Ground Sausage, Garlic Red 
Sauce and Fresh-Grated Parmesan all on an extra 

large, foldable New York Style Crust

 

XLNYXLNYXLNY
It’s a huge DEAL    

TM

JUST

X-LARGE

$7

we welcome
at participating locations

 ©2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC25279-IMP-XLNY7

MASON RD 
1560 S Mason Rd

next to 24 Hour Fitness 
832-437-8237

SPRING GREEN 
1721 Spring Green Blvd 

at FM 1463 | across from Kroger 
281-392-7272 (PAPA)

Online ordering valid only for participating locations.

phone ahead or order online at

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating 
locations for a limited time. Not valid with other 
offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. 
Limit 3. 751-IMP040717

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular 
menu price. Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® 
and Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only. Valid at 
participating locations. Not valid with other offers. 
Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  
1662-IMP040717

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating 
locations for a limited time. Not valid with other 
offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. 
Limit 3. 1800-IMP040717

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Excludes Stuffed 
Pizzas, Mini Murph®, FAVES®, and Desserts. Valid 
at participating locations for a limited time. Not valid 
with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or 
duplicated. Limit 3. 1839-IMP040717S
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FAMILY
SIZE

$12$10FREE
Family Size $2 More

With purchase of a Large or 
Family Size Pizza at 
regular menu price 

Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh 
Pan, and Create Your Own Pizza 

up to 5 Classic Toppings. 
Additional charge for Gourmet toppings

Choose any regular menu 
Gourmet Delite® Pizza

Any Gourmet Delite® PizzaLarge PizzaCookie Dough

$3OFF
FAMILY SIZE

$2OFF
LARGE

$1OFF
MEDIUM

Choose Your Size  
and Save!
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Visit our other location
KATY/MASON | 1560 S Mason Rd | next to 24 Hour Fitness | 832-437-8237

25177-1S-CBAHCM8 © 2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC

Choose Your Size and Save!
Your Pizza

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular menu price. 
Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® and Desserts. Fresh Pan in 
Large only. Valid at participating locations for a limited time. Not 
valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. 
Limit 3. 1662-GOPNT022717

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular menu 
price. Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® and Desserts. Valid at 
participating locations for a limited time. Not valid with other 
offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
812-GOPNT022717LS
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Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh Pan, 
and Create Your Own Pizza up to 5 Classic Toppings. 

Additional charge for Gourmet toppings

Large Pizza

$10 LARGE

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Excludes Stuffed Pizzas, FAVES®, 
Mini Murph®, and Desserts. Valid at participating locations for a 
limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred 
or duplicated. Limit 3. 1839-GOPNT022717

Chicken Raised Without Antibiotics,
Creamy Garlic Sauce, Tomatoes,

Green Onions, Herb & Cheese Blend

Chicken Garlic Pizza

$9LARGE

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations for a 
limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred 
or duplicated. Limit 3. 851-GOPNT022717

$1OFF$2OFF
LARGE

$3OFF
FAMILY SIZE

MEDIUM

GRAND OPENING SAVINGS!

$2OFF

Thursday, March 2nd - Sunday, March 5th!
SATURDAY, MARCH 4TH ONLY!

Free Large Pepperoni Pizzas to the First 100 Customers - Doors open at 11am - Don’t be late! 
Balloon artist, face painting, sno-cones, FREE pizza, door prizes and more!  

GRAND OPENING

15
mins
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o

t o

ut of your oven i n
 o

nly

KATY | 1721 Spring Green Blvd
at FM 1463 | across from Kroger | 281-392-7272 (PAPA)
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HIGHLAND KNOLLS RD.

Visit our other location
KATY/MASON | 1560 S Mason Rd | next to 24 Hour Fitness | 832-437-8237

25177-1S-CBAHCM8 © 2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC

Choose Your Size and Save!
Your Pizza

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular menu price. 
Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® and Desserts. Fresh Pan in 
Large only. Valid at participating locations for a limited time. Not 
valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. 
Limit 3. 1662-GOPNT022717

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Discount off regular menu 
price. Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES® and Desserts. Valid at 
participating locations for a limited time. Not valid with other 
offers. Cannot be sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3. 
812-GOPNT022717LS
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Includes Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Fresh Pan, 
and Create Your Own Pizza up to 5 Classic Toppings. 

Additional charge for Gourmet toppings

Large Pizza

$10 LARGE

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Excludes Stuffed Pizzas, FAVES®, 
Mini Murph®, and Desserts. Valid at participating locations for a 
limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred 
or duplicated. Limit 3. 1839-GOPNT022717

Chicken Raised Without Antibiotics,
Creamy Garlic Sauce, Tomatoes,

Green Onions, Herb & Cheese Blend

Chicken Garlic Pizza

$9LARGE

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations for a 
limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, transferred 
or duplicated. Limit 3. 851-GOPNT022717

$1OFF$2OFF
LARGE

$3OFF
FAMILY SIZE

MEDIUM

GRAND OPENING SAVINGS!

$2OFF

Thursday, March 2nd - Sunday, March 5th!
SATURDAY, MARCH 4TH ONLY!

Free Large Pepperoni Pizzas to the First 100 Customers - Doors open at 11am - Don’t be late! 
Balloon artist, face painting, sno-cones, FREE pizza, door prizes and more!  

GRAND OPENING

15
mins

h
o

t o

ut of your oven i n
 o

nly

KATY | 1721 Spring Green Blvd
at FM 1463 | across from Kroger | 281-392-7272 (PAPA)
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MEAT MARKET • BAKERY • TAQUERIA

for biweekly deals, visit lamichoacanameatmarket.com

5650 Roberts Rd.
Katy, TX 77494
281-395-8457

25% OFF
CHICKEN

Wednesday only. 
Excludes marinated

TORTA 
(MEXICAN MEAT SANDWICH)

ANY KIND OF MEAT

for $3.99 
Must present coupon.

Expires 4/26/17

99

10

90

Available through 
the WAITR App

Lunch plate with two meats, rice, 
beans, tortillas, and a � avored water 

$5.99

2731 FM 1463, Ste. 800, Katy, 77494
281-394-7280

Monday-Saturday: 10:00am - 9:00pm
Sunday: Closed

Serving Lunch and Dinner

NOW 
OPEN!

1463

S. Firethorne Rd.

$3 OFF 
ANY MEAL

Includes sandwich, side, and 
drink. Must present coupon. 

Exp. 4/26/2017.

$10 OFF 
A $30 

PURCHASE
Must present coupon. 

Exp. 4/26/2017.

J O I N  U S  F O R

B R U N CH

SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH |  10 AM - 3 PM

CARVING STATION •  CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN

DESSERT STATION •  AND MUCH MORE!

CALL 281.665.3337 FOR 

DETAILS AND RESERVATIONS

A L L  Y O U  C A N  E A T  B U F F E T

A T  A G A V E  R I O

1138 FM 1463,  Katy,  Texas 77494 |  www.agaverio .com

Free Dessert
with entrée Wed-Fri. Offer expires 4/17

Steaks • Chops • Fresh Fish

Restaurant & Patio Oasis @agave_r io facebook.com/agaverio

Text RIOVIP to 38470 to 
jo in the Fr iends of Agave VIP Club

W
eeke

nd B
ru

nch

Now O
pen fo

r L
unch

!
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KATY EDITION

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, to 
construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Equal parts relaxing oasis and exciting adventure,
Cane Island o  ers regular community events, thoughtfully 
unique amenities and a resort experience you have to
live to believe.

FROM THE MID-$200s TO THE MILLIONS | KATY ISD
I-10 WEST, EXIT CANE ISLAND PKWY 

2016 
COMMUNITY OF 

THE YEAR

AND THERE’S 
RESORT LIFE.

THERE’S 
SUBURBAN LIFE

HERE,  YOU CAN 
HAVE IT ALL .

14 MODELS & CUSTOM HOMES AVAILABLE
• CALATLANTIC 

• COVENTRY 

• DAVID WEEKLEY 

• PERRY 

• SHEA 

• TOLL BROTHERS 

• TRENDMAKER

•  HALF-ACRE 
CUSTOM HOME 
SITES

CANEISLAND.COM
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