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SINGLE

OWN HOME
-$5,338

OR -12%

SINGLE

$6,769

RENT HOME

$6,769

OR 15%

SENIOR CARE BILL 
Annual cost per Genworth Cost Of Care Study 2016

Homemaker services

Adult day care

Assisted living

Nursing home semi-private

Nursing home private

$49,192

$15,600

$54,196

$60,225

$84,315

WI-FI BILL
Median annual cost among AT&T, Google, TWC Single

Couple

Family with two children

$540

$540

$540

CABLE BILL

Median annual cost among AT&T, DirectTV, TWC 

Single

Couple

Family with two children

$720

$720

$720

CELL PHONE BILL
*Median annual cost among four major cell phone providers; assumes 3GB of data per person

Single

Couple

Family with two children

$720

$1,200

$1,200

SINGLE

$20,113
RENT APARTMENT

$20,113

OR 44%

earnings to spend elsewhere, 
and Southwest Austin families 
are, on average, left with more 
than double that amount of 
disposable income. 

By comparison, singles and 
couples at median income lev-
els for all three parts of the city 
have more flexibility with their 
budgets, especially those who 
choose to rent apartments. On 
average, couples and singles in 
apartments have 55 percent of 
their median income remain-
ing after the basic necessities 
are covered. 

Median incomes for the dif-
ferent areas vary, contributing 
to the wide-ranging amount 
of discretionary income; how-
ever, when applying citywide 
median incomes across the 
three regions, Central Austin 
proves to be the most expen-
sive area of the city. 

AFFORDABILITY: A LIST THAT 

COULD ‘GO ON FOREVER’ 

Affordability has been a 
stated 2017 focus for Austin 
City Council, though council 
members agree the subject is 
too vast to talk about generally. 

District 6 Council Member 
Jimmy Flannigan, whose dis-
trict spans Northwest Austin, 
said one of the biggest chal-
lenges for the city in measur-
ing affordability is the amount 
of economic disparity, not 
only across the city but also 
within council districts. 

“It’s hard to add it all into 
a single number to determine 
whether or not an area is 
affordable,” Flannigan said. 

Housing and transportation 
in Northwest Austin, he said, 
are the largest contributors 

 CONTINUED FROM 1
to budget stress. While much 
of the housing conversation 
has been focused on provid-
ing diversity in housing types 
across the city, Flannigan said 
more public transportation 
options are needed as well. 

“We don’t give people enough 
transportation choice,” Flan-
nigan said. “We end up with 
families and couples with two 
cars who can really do it with 
one if we were able to provide a 
more robust bus service or more 
high-capacity transit options.” 

District 8 Council Member 
Ellen Troxclair, whose district 
covers Southwest Austin, said 
talking about affordability in 
general would require a list 
that would “go on forever.”

“The way to bring prices 
down overall is to take action 
on the things we do have 
direct control over and free 
up money to allow people to 
spend it in other ways that 
their families and budgets 
necessitate,” Troxclair said.

For Troxclair, that means a 
fiscal resistance against rais-
ing property taxes by the 8 
percent legal limit each year. 
Although property taxes take 
up the smallest percentage of 
a family’s budget compared to 
housing, transportation, child 
care and health care, she said 
it is a portion that is increas-
ing and one the city has direct 
control over. 

Earlier in March, Troxclair 
proposed to council an Afford-
ability Action Plan, which 
incorporated all of the initia-
tives currently on council’s 
plate into a single bucket while 
also proposing new efforts, 
such as directing the city 
manager to present a 2017-18 

budget with no effective tax 
rate increase. The plan was 
met with heavy criticism from 
council members, who said the 
property tax increases were 
necessary to fund government 
functions. Action on the item 
was postponed indefinitely. 

“Local government doesn’t 
have a direct control over child 
care or health care [costs],” 
Troxclair said. “But we do have 
direct control over property 
taxes, housing and transpor-
tation, so let’s focus on those 
first.” 

District 9 Council Mem-
ber Kathie Tovo, who voted 
against Troxclair’s plan, said 
one of her biggest critiques 
was the absence of a plan to 
help families with child care. 
The mayor pro tem and Cen-
tral Austin representative said 
housing and transportation 
often dominate the conversa-
tion and consequently keeps 
child care out of focus. 

Food deserts in the city rep-
resent one issue that has come 
into focus for council over the 
past five years, Tovo said. 

“We’re really thinking about 
food accessibility as an issue, 
not just in terms of health and 
basic needs but one of afford-
ability because families have 
to travel to get the groceries 
they need to feed themselves, 
and that drives up their costs,” 
Tovo said. 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture defines a food desert 
as an area where people live 
more than 1 mile away from a 
grocery store in an urban area 
and 10 miles away from a gro-
cery store in a rural area. 

“A mile doesn’t seem like a 
very long distance for a healthy 

and fit individual to get to a 
grocery store without a vehi-
cle, but when you compound 
that with low-income individ-
uals and seniors without good 
sidewalk infrastructure, they 
can barely walk an eighth of a 
mile to get to a grocery store, 
much less a mile,” said Edwin 
Marty, food policy manager 
with the city’s office of sus-
tainability.

The result is a large swath 
of residents relegated to pur-
chasing food from area corner 
stores—businesses not typi-
cally known to carry a wide 
selection of nutritious food. 

Marty said this is acutely 
felt in Central Austin, where 
services for the low-income 
and the homeless population 
are disappearing as the area 
becomes more affluent.

“Affordable food access is a 
primary issue for many, many 
families in Austin," Marty 
said. "The cost of living is 
much higher in Central Aus-
tin. ... Therefore, the afford-
ability piece is particularly 
vexing.” 

As for further change, the 
council members agreed the 
mobility bond and CodeNEXT, 
two of the city’s biggest proj-
ects in recent memory, could 
help ease affordability con-
cerns. Bond projects including 
new sidewalks and bike paths 
are expected to begin this year, 
and the maps for CodeNEXT, 
the rewrite of the land devel-
opment code, are due in April. 

START 
HERE!

This story is the first part in 
a series about affordability 
in Austin. Tell us what 
you think. Comment at 
communityimpact.com.

*Only at Turf & Surf South Lamar. Must present coupon/picture of coupon. 
  One coupon per party. Alcohol not included. ©2017 Lavaca South Lamar LP

 “My taste buds were SINGING!”
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-$5,338

OWN HOME

$6,769

$20,113

COUPLE

$48,214

RENT HOME

$48,214

OR 48%

COUPLE

$57,964

RENT APARTMENT

$57,964

OR 58%

COUPLE

$36,107

OWN HOME

$36,107

OR 36% FAMILY WITH TWO CHILDREN

$11,331
OWN HOME

$11,331

OR 11%

FAMILY WITH TWO CHILDREN

$23,438
RENT HOME

$23,438

OR 23%

FAMILY WITH TWO CHILDREN

$26,990RENT APARTMENT

$26,990

OR 26%

GO

HOUSING

HEALTH CARE

The annual cost of housing across three 
categories: renting an apartment, renting a home and owning a home, averaged among 

Central Austin's 11 zip codes.

Single

Family with two children

Couple

The Kaiser Family Foundation Healthcare 
Calculator estimates the cost of health 

insurance premiums for a silver plan, which is a median plan, according to www.healthcare.gov.

The estimated annual cost of health 
insurance premiums–does not include 

average annual out-of-pocket costs.

RENT APARTMENT

CITY FEES

GROCERIES

RENT HOME OWN HOME †

TRANSPORTATION
HEALTH CARE

?
?
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CHANCE

CHANCE

CHANCE

CHANCE

WHAT'S  LEFT?!

KEY

Average comes from Texas-based Apartment 
Data

Average home rental prices come from 
Austin Board of Realtors

Median home price according to ABoR, 
median taxable value according to Travis 

County Appraisal DistrictSingle

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

Single

Couple

Family with two children

$12,072

$15,936

$21,864

$1,286

$1,580

$2,482

$3,304

$7,268

$11,903

$25,416

$25,416

$25,416

$37,523

$37,523

$37,523

$5,778

$11,556

$11,556

$3,269

$6,538

$10,169

CITY FEES

TRANSPORTATION

GROCERIES

In order to provide certain services, the city 
charges its customers fees. These include 

Austin Water, Austin Energy, Austin Resource 
Recovery, Clean Community, Transportation 

and drainage utility fees. 

The annual combined cost of city fees, 
averaged between paying homeowners 

and renters.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, roughly 
75 percent of Austinites drive to work. 

Transportation cost includes the average 
annual cost of owning an automobile.

According to city estimates, assumes each 
driver owns 4-year old Toyota Camry

The United States Department of 
Agriculture's "Health Food Plan" estimates the cost of supplying a nutritious diet across different budget, age and gender categories.

Annual cost assumes moderate budget, 
averages between male and female, 

assumes 19-to-50-year-old adults and 
children between 2- and 8 years old. 

END HERE! 
Check the bills below to see how much and 

what % of your annual income remains.

CHILD CARE

*According to 2016 Texas Child Care Market 

Survey, assumes 1 infant and 1 school age child

Single

Couple

Family with two children

$0

$0

$17,060

MEDIAN INCOME
$45,822

MEDIAN INCOME $100,572

MEDIAN INCOME

$102,024
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Eyelid Surgery
by

Eyelid Specialists

toceyeandface.com(512) 458-2141
Austin’s Trusted Eye and Face Surgeons

DESIGNED BY: MIRANDA BAKER

† For homeowner: median home price; 
20% down payment; 30-year mortgage; 

4% interest rate; 4% home owner's 
insurance + median taxable value at 

2.23% property tax rate with applicable, 
non-senior homestead exemptions

3301 Hancock Dr #5, Austin, TX 78731  (512) 371-7815


