
By Amelia Brust
Three business parks and a new 

college campus are filling in devel-
opment in Missouri City’s last 
underdeveloped areas. But officials 
said the city needs to ensure its 
infrastructure can handle the influx 
of workers and traffic.

Major thoroughfares and new 
housing are playing a part in the 
city’s economic growth, but indus-
trial projects are the city’s fast-
est-growing sector, officials said. 
Industrial business parks abound 

in the Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8 cor-
ridor, and city officials said they are 
hoping a relocated Houston Com-
munity College campus can breathe 
new life into Texas Parkway.

 “I don’t know that we can do 
much more on Hwy. 6,” Missouri 
City Mayor Allen Owen said. “But 
I think the major corridors now 
[for development] would be the 
Fort Bend Toll Road, [the Hwy.] 
90 corridor [and] Texas Parkway.”

Grady Prestage, Fort Bend 
County Precinct 2 commissioner, 

said Missouri City’s economic 
growth is comparable to that of the 
rest of Fort Bend County. How-
ever, the city is also mimicking the 
county’s trend of rapidly dimin-
ishing available land.

He said infill development, or 
the development of vacant land 
within an urban area, is on the 
rise, which could explain why 
large-scale projects are taking 
off in Missouri City’s historically 
underused pockets.

By Carrie Taylor 
 As Sugar Land continues to grow, the city’s police 
department has managed to keep crime rates low.

According to the department’s annual report 
released Feb. 16, the number of crimes committed per  
1,000 residents rose from 17.65 in 2014 to 17.84 last 
year. However, the number is a nearly 12 percent 
decrease from 2013, and violent crimes saw a nearly 23 
percent drop in 2015, the report states. 

To help the police department train its officers, the 
city of Sugar Land has begun designing a public safety 
training facility to benefit both the police and fire 
departments. Officials said they hope to open the facility 
by 2020 to coincide with the city’s planned annexations. 

“The target is 2020 [because] between now and then 

Police department implements initiatives, 
new training facility slated for 2020

Construction workers lay cement at Park 8Ninety, a new industrial park at Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8 in Missouri City.
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In 2015, Sugar Land had its second-lowest 
crime rate in 20 years. 

17.84

33.92*

Source: Sugar Land Police Department 2015 Annual Report/Community 
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Officials: Sugar Land 
crime rates well 
below state averages
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Industrial projects thrive in Missouri City
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Business parks, HCC campus filling out city’s underdeveloped corridors

*Statewide 2015 data for Texas has not yet been released.
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I am so pleased to 
introduce myself to you as 
the new general manager 
for the Sugar Land and 
Missouri City edition 
of Community Impact 
Newspaper. 

Although there are a lot 
of things to look forward 
to, I’m most excited to be 
a part of such a vibrant 
and close-knit commu-
nity that offers big-city 

benefits while maintaining its small-town charm. I 
am also looking forward to having the opportunity to 
meet and shake hands with local community leaders, 
business owners and residents and learn firsthand 
what makes this thriving, diverse and passionate 
community tick. 

Part of our mission at Community Impact Newspa-
per is to create communities of informed citizens, and 

one of the key ways we strive to do this is by providing 
comprehensive, unbiased election guides. Starting 
on Page 22, we feature Q&As with all the candidates 
running for contested positions on Missouri City and 
Sugar Land city councils and Fort Bend ISD’s board 
of trustees. I hope you take the time to read about the 
candidates and gain insight on their viewpoints so you 
can feel confident when you cast your ballot May 7. 

I look forward to hearing your feedback on this 
month’s issue—please feel free to reach out to us with 
any comments and suggestions and to let us know the 
issues that are important to you. If you don’t already, 
please follow us on Facebook and Twitter for breaking 
news and updates throughout the month. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Kristina Shackelford 
GENERAL MANAGER

kshackelford@communityimpact.com

What type of art venues would you like 
to see more of in Sugar Land?
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kindergarten through eighth-grade 
students as well as teacher training 
for pre-K through fifth grade. 
Poore also offers parent training 
to show parents how to help their 
children with school work and 
incorporate lessons into everyday life. 
Homeschool parent training is also 
offered. Tutoring is available before 
and after school as well as on Fridays 
and Saturdays by appointment.  
281-886-7575.  
www.asolidfoundation4u.com

5 Salons by JC opened March 28 in 
the Colony Square shopping center. 
Located at 16742 Hwy. 59, Sugar 
Land, the salon offers hair, nail and 
skin care; cosmetics; and massage 
services. The salon rents 54 private 
suites to individual stylists.  
832-422-8384.  
www.salonsbyjc.com/sugar-land-
suites

6 Simply Math opened at  
4407 Sienna Parkway, Ste. 200, 
Missouri City, in March. The 
business offers individualized math 
help for middle- and high-school 
students. Simply Math is located 
approximately 1 mile from Baines 
Middle School and is open daily. 
Afterschool and summer programs 
are available. 908-391-6471

Coming Soon

7 Vishala Grocery will open a new 
location in April at 2881 Dulles Ave., 
Missouri City, in the Pecan Plaza 
shopping center. The company has 
three other locations in Houston and 
Katy. Vishala sells Indian grocery 
items and imported food, including 
spices, daal, produce and frozen foods. 
The new store is 3,893 square feet.  
281-492-2020.

Now Open
1 ReConnect Chiropractic & 

Holistic Center opened March 8 at 
Sienna Village at 8770 Hwy. 6,  
Ste. 200, Missouri City. Theresa 
Buede, owner of Body Mind and 
Spirit—Living It personal coaching, 
runs the office with Dr. Logan 
Barbiche. ReConnect offers 
chiropractic services and therapeutic 
massage services. The center also has 
an infrared sauna for detoxification 
and offers nutritional evaluations and 
support. 281-778-4325.  
www.reconnectchiropracticholistic.com

2  Smallcakes Cupcakes and 
Creamery opened March 8 at  
6261 Hwy. 6, Ste. 100B, Missouri 
City. Smallcakes sells ice cream and 
12 cupcake flavors—from hot fudge 
sundae and red velvet to pink vanilla 
and lemon drop. The cupcake bakery 
chain has locations in 22 states and 
three countries. 832-539-6890.  
www.smallcakescupcakery.com

3 Memorial Hermann Sugar Land’s 
Ironman Sports Medicine Institute 
opened April 4 at the hospital’s 
Medical Plaza 2, located at  
17520 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 100, 

Sugar Land. The 15,000-square-foot 
facility offers physical, speech and 
occupational therapy as well as a 
human performance component 
of strength conditioning, a BOD 
POD body composition assessment, 
a sports dietician and concussion 
rehabilitation. 281-725-5895. 
 www.ironman.memorialhermann.org

4 A Solid Foundation Consulting 
Firm and Tutorial Services opened in 
February at 2440 Texas Parkway,  
Ste. 118, Missouri City. Owner 
Cynthia Poore offers tutoring in 
reading, writing and math for 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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News or questions about Sugar Land or Missouri City? 
Email us at slmnews@communityimpact.com.

 8  Bahama Buck’s, at 9402 Hwy. 6, 
Ste. 100, Missouri City, will open in 
June in an 1,800-square-foot space with 
a drive-thru. Bahama Buck’s is known 
for its shaved-ice treats in various 
flavors. The business also has smoothies 
and coffee on its menu. 806-771-2189. 
www.bahamabucks.com

9  Memorial Hermann Urgent Care 
will open April 20 in the Savannah 
Square shopping center in Telfair near 
the intersection with New Territory 
Boulevard at 1227 Museum Square 
Drive, Ste. A, Sugar Land. The facility, 
which will be open daily from 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m., will offer wellness and imaging 
services as well as treat conditions that 
require immediate attention.  
281-265-8125.  
www.mhmg.memorialhermann.org

10  Urban Air Trampoline Park will 
open this spring at 9848 Hwy. 90, Sugar 
Land. The park will offer a foam pit, 
dodgeball courts, a slam dunk zone, 
a runway tumble track, a warrior 
obstacle course, a children’s area for 
ages 7 and younger, and an Apex 
bouncing wall and floor. Urban Air is 
designed for all ages and fitness levels. 
Open jump, reservations and party 
bookings will be available. 800-960-4778. 
www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com

11  Yet-to-be-named gymnastics 
and swim facilities are coming to 
Missouri City near the intersection 
of Knights Court and Hwy. 6. 
Brett Dodd, owner of Westwood 
Gymnastics in Katy, is building 
the 30,000- to 46,000-square-foot 
gymnastics, tumbling and cheer 
facility as well as the 8,000- to 
10,000-square-foot swim academy. 
Along with about 60,000-65,000 
square feet of commercial space, the 
$3 million project will be located 

on about 28 acres. Construction on 
the gymnastics facility will start 
this summer, followed by the swim 
academy in 2017 and the retail space 
in 2018 or 2019. 

12  Burlington, formerly Burlington 
Coat Factory, will open a store in the 
future University Commons shopping 
center in spring 2017. The center 
is located near the intersection of 
University Boulevard and Hwy. 59 in 
Sugar Land. Burlington sells women’s, 
men’s, and children’s and infant apparel 
as well as shoes, furniture, housewares, 
baby supplies and gifts. Burlington will 
employ 50-100 people and encompass 
50,000 square feet, according to 
company spokesperson Clare Buse. 
www.burlingtoncoatfactory.com

Relocation

13  Cynde Lomonte’s Dance 
Dimensions relocated to 4407 Sienna 
Parkway, Ste. 100, Missouri City 
on March 7. The dance school and 
studio opened to the public March 21 
in the new 1,050-square-foot space. 
It offers ballet, modern and lyrical, 
tap, acrobatics, jazz and pointe dance 
classes for ages 2 1/2 years old and 
older. Competitive and recreational 
programs are available. 281-499-1111. 
www.cldance.com

Anniversaries
14  Eye Level, an after-school learning 
center that helps pre-K through 
12th-grade students with math, 
reading and writing, celebrated the 
first anniversary of its Missouri City 
location April 1. The tutoring business 
is located at 8720 Hwy 6 S., Ste. 300, 
Missouri City. Owner Safia Jafri also 
has a location in Sugar Land.  
281-712-1725.  
www.eyelevelmissouricitysouth.com

15  The Restorative Center for 
Mind, Body, Spirit celebrated its first 
anniversary Feb. 19. Located at  
14015 Hwy. 59, Sugar Land, the 
wellness center offers counseling 
for issues ranging from anxiety and 
depression to trauma. Counseling 
for expectant parents is available. 
Lisa Dávila O’Toole is the licensed 
professional counselor-supervisor and 
marriage and family therapist on staff. 
Owner Amy Bradley also offers yoga, 
and Denise Hulett offers nutrition 
services and on-site, small-group fitness 
classes. 832-987-4334.  
www.restorativecentermbs.com

Expansions

16 CHI St. Luke’s Health—Sugar 
Land Family Birthing Center 
opened Feb. 29 at 1317 Lake Point 
Parkway, Sugar Land. The center was 
expanded to 23,387 square feet for 
about $1.5 million. The facility includes 
15 birthing suites and five Level II 
neonatal intensive-care rooms. All 
rooms are private, and parents are able 
to stay with their infants in the NICU 
rooms. Wi-Fi, double beds for guests 
and lactation education-trained nurses 
are also available. The center uses a 
Bluetooth-enabled Novii Wireless Patch 
System to monitor a baby’s heart rate 
and uterine activity. 281-637-9095.  
www.chistlukeshealth.org/
sugarlandhospital

17  Sienna Gymnastics and Karate 
will expand its facility at 4545 Sienna 
Parkway, Missouri City, by  
2,100 square feet to accommodate its 
growing number of students. The 
additional space will be completed in 
July and will house the center’s Safety 
America karate program. The Sienna 
location has more than 400 students.  
281-778-7822.  
www.siennagymnastics.com

ReConnect Chiropractic & Holistic Center 
offers therapeutic and massage services.
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Smallcakes Cupcakes and Creamery sells ice 
cream and a variety of cupcake flavors.
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Cynde Lomonte’s Dance Dimensions relocated 
to 4407 Sienna Parkway, Ste. 100, on March 7. 

13

CHI St. Luke’s—Sugar Land expanded its 
Family Birthing Center to 23,387 square feet.

16

Compiled by Amelia Brust and  
Bethany Knipp

R
o

b
yn

 V
er

g
el

d
ed

io
s/

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

H
I S

t.
 L

uk
e’

s 
H

ea
lth

—
S

ug
ar

 L
an

d
A

m
el

ia
 B

ru
st

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8



Sugar Land | Missouri City Edition • April 2016 9

The team at Palm Professionals 
Tropical Nursery knows palm 
trees better than just about 

anyone else, according to its owner. 
“I like to say we’re the only true 

palm tree experts in Houston, and I 
believe that’s a true statement,” owner 
Gary Kennemer said.

All four of Kennemer’s employees 
have at least 10 years of experience 
working with palm trees and have 
completed several courses regarding 
the trees, he said. Kennemer has been 
working with palm trees for 20 years, 
but he has been working with trees 
and shrubs much longer.

“I was a teenager when I first 
started,” Kennemer said. “I had a lawn 
mowing business, which became a 
landscaping business. I’m also an art-
ist, so I did landscaping renderings for 
my clients to show them what I had in 
mind for their landscape.”

Within a year, Kennemer sold his 
landscaping business and pursued 
an opportunity to sell palm trees and 
learn the business.  

Kennemer’s first business in the area 
opened in Sugar Land in 1996 and 
offered installation and maintenance 
of palm trees, focusing on businesses 
and high-end residences. In 2006, he 
moved his business to Houston, but he 
returned to Sugar Land in 2011.

“I’ve learned a lot working with 
these trees. There are literally thou-
sands of palm varieties, including 
about 50 that are cold-hardy, and a 
few that can tolerate temperatures 
below freezing,” Kennemer said. “We 
sell palm trees all over the world, 
from Canada to Japan. There are a lot 
of people in cold climates who really 
want palm trees.”

Kennemer said the most popular 
palm tree in the Greater Houston area 

is the queen palm, followed by the 
pygmy date palm. Both of these variet-
ies are also reasonably priced, he said. 

“The queen palm is the tall palm 
you usually see around resorts and 
swimming pools,” Kennemer said. “It 
grows fast and can reach 40 feet, and 
it’s fairly easy to maintain. The pygmy 
date is a miniature version of the date 
palm, and we use it a lot as a comple-
ment to other trees.”

Kennemer, who is the third genera-
tion of his family to work with plants, 
said the palm tree market is rising, 
partially because of people moving to 

the area from colder climates.
“We have a lot of people moving 

from areas where there are only a few 
palm trees,” he said.  “When they get 
here, they want the whole experience, 
including palm trees in their yards 
and around their pools.”

Palm Professionals, which does 
consulting for many large botanical 
gardens including Moody Gardens, 
is a member of the International 
Palm Society.

“We’re growing—we’ve got growing 
fields all over Houston, and we’re still 
expanding,” Kennemer said. 

Owner Gary Kennemer has 20 years of experi-
ence working with palm trees.

The nursery also sells flowers, including 
tangerine beauty crossvines.

Palm Professionals Tropical Nursery
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713-621-7256
www.palmprofessionalstropicalnursery.com
Hours: Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.,  
Mon.-Fri. hours vary

Palm Professionals Tropical Nursery sells more than 100 species of palm trees. 
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Garden offers a variety of palm tree species 
Palm Professionals Tropical Nursery
By Trish Johnson

BUSINESS PROFILE
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43

A fter 59 Diner closed its Missouri City loca-
tion, Ramesan Sreedharan did not want to 
pass up the opportunity to acquire the prime 

space. With his Satya Indian Grocery store operat-
ing next door since 2011, he opened a restaurant in 
November 2014 at 6302 Hwy. 6, Ste. Q, Missouri City.

Sreedharan’s son Vyashag Ramesh works at both 
businesses. Ramesh said his father learned to cook 
from Ramesh’s grandmother, and his skills pro-
gressed from there. 

“He was actually a chef in 2001 in New York [at] 
the Taj Mahal restaurant,” Ramesh said.

An electrical assembly and technician position for 
Powell Industries brought Sreedharan to Texas. He left 
the industry, and once the grocery store was off the 

ground, he felt it was time to expand. Ramesh said the 
location has contributed to the business’ success.

“It’s [in] the heart of Missouri City,” Ramesh said. 
“We’re pretty much in the middle of Riverstone and 
Colony Lakes [developments].”

In an effort to distinguish the two businesses, 
most of the store’s merchandise is found in Sreed-
haran’s native southern Indian cooking, but the 
restaurant offers more northern Indian dishes, 
Ramesh said. Differences tend to include coconut 
oil and mustard seed in southern Indian cuisine, 
while north Indian dishes favor cumin, said Prasad 
Varanamkodath, Satya’s head chef. 

Nevertheless, Ramesh said kitchen staff 
will run to the store for last-minute supplies.                
Varanamkodath updates the specials often and 
will soon introduce an original dish called a Kaddi 
Roll—made with a naan outer shell and filled with 
chicken tikka masala and egg.

The restaurant offers daily dinner and lunch spe-
cials as well as a buffet on weekends. Happy hour is 
5-7 p.m. weekdays, and weekends remain the busiest 
time for the restaurant, he said.

Sreedharan followed his own model by opening a 
Satya Indian Grocery in Pearland in November with 
a takeout restaurant to follow this year. Ramesh said 
his father wants to open a location north of Houston, 
although that would likely happen closer to 2017.

Satya Indian 
Restaurant and 
Grocery

By Amelia Brust

DINING PROFILE

1  Satya owner Ramesan Sreedharan, left, runs the business with son Vyashag Ramesh, right, and chef Prasad Varanamkodath.

2  The Satya Grocery store sells staple ingredients of southern Indian cooking, and the restaurant sells northern Indian dishes.

3  Satya’s tandoori chicken comes with vegetables ($10.95).

4  The Madras pepper shrimp appetizer features shrimp cooked with fresh spices ($6.95).
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Family business offers a 
taste of north and south

How did you learn to cook?
It’s a long story going back 12 years. I started in India; 
then Abu Dhabi, Dubai; then on cruise lines; and now 
I’m here. Once I started, it was just a job. Now it’s a 
passion, and I don’t think of it as a job.

What ingredients do you like to use?
All of our masalas are made with the same basic 
spices: cinnamon, cardamom, chili, cloves, bay 
leaves and cumin. For the curries we just add onions, 
peppers [and] tomatoes. With those to start, you can 
make almost anything in Indian cooking. We also have 
gravies ready because we want to get orders on the 
table in 20 minutes. The gravies are made with tomato, 
spinach or onion bases. 

Where do you look for new ideas?
I always ask everyone who works in the kitchen, ‘If you 
have any ideas tell them to me.’ We are students, always, 
no matter what work we’re doing.

Ask the chef 
Prasad Varanamkodath

Univ
ersity Blvd.

Glen
n Lakes Ln.

6

6302 Hwy. 6, Ste. Q (restaurant), Ste. S (grocery), 
Missouri City
281-741-5600
www.satyaindianrestaurant.com 
www.satyaindiangrocery.com  
Restaurant hours: Mon., Wed.-Fri. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
5-9 p.m., Sat. and Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-10 p.m., 
closed Tuesdays  
Grocery hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

Butter chicken—tandoor 
baked chicken in a 
creamy tomato sauce 
($11.95)  

Chicken tikka masala—
boneless white meat 
chicken marinated in 
yogurt, garlic and spices, 
and barbequed in a clay 
oven ($11.95) 

Madras pepper 
shrimp—an appetizer of 
shrimp roasted in black 
pepper and fresh spices 
($6.95)

Chicken vindaloo—
specialty chicken in 
very spicy Goan sauce. 
($11.95). 

Popular dishes 
Chicken dishes are some of Satya’s 
more popular choices:

Satya Indian Restaurant and Grocery



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12

Funding sources: city of Sugar 
Land, Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone No. 3

4   University Boulevard North 
extension and rail relocation 
University Boulevard North in Sugar 
Land is being extended approximately 
1,000 feet from Union Pacific Railroad to 
connect to Stadium Drive. Construction 
on Phase 1 of the project started in 
August and is expected to be completed 
by October, when Union Pacific is 
expected to finish relocating the single 
track that leads to Nalco Champion. 
Phase 2 of the project will be funded 
and led by Johnson Development and is 
expected to be completed by 2018. 

Timeline: August 2015-summer 2016 
Cost: $10.64 million (Phase 1) 
Funding sources: city of Sugar Land, 
Fort Bend County, Sugar Land tax 
increment reinvestment zone district

5   Sweetwater Boulevard 
pavement repairs 
Sugar Land delayed repairs to 
Sweetwater Boulevard from the Colony 
Park subdivision to Palm Royale 
Boulevard until March 28. Work was 
expected to last until the end of the 
month, weather permitting. Sweetwater 
is one of several streets identified in the 
city’s Capital Improvement Program for 
pavement rehabilitation. 
 
Timeline: March-April 2016 
Cost: $3.1 million for 2016 
Funding sources: city of Sugar Land 

Palm Royale Blvd.

2   Turtle Creek Drive 
reconstruction
The project to replace water lines and 
remove and replace the road surface on 
Turtle Creek Drive from Hilton Head to 
Mission Valley drives in Missouri City is on 
schedule for completion in June. Phase 3 
has begun with pavement removal, and 
traffic has been transitioned to one-way 
movement traveling westbound. Removal 
of the intersection at Turtle Creek and 
Mission Valley drives lasted from March 
14-20. There are alternate lane closures 
throughout the duration of the project.  

Timeline: May 2015-June 2016 
Cost: $2.2 million 
Funding sources: city of Missouri City

3   Festival Site roadway project 
As part of Sugar Land’s 2013 Parks 
Bond Program, the city is building a 
52-acre festival site adjacent to the 
Brazos River and Hwy. 59. Grading 
and utility construction was completed 
in February. Installation of an irrigation 
system and turf as well as extending 
power to the site are ongoing. The 
project includes a deceleration lane 
on the Hwy. 59 frontage road, a 
four-lane divided concrete roadway, 
6 feet of sidewalk, parking and trail 
access, an overlook sidewalk, drainage 
improvements and lighting for the 
roadway and parking lot.  

Timeline: February 2015-2018 
Cost: $2.6 million 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at slmnews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Amelia Brust 

completed in March. Landscaping, 
paving work and final approval from 
the city of Sugar Land were still 
needed as of press time April 1. The 
construction includes a four-lane, 
curb-and-gutter roadway from just 
north of University Boulevard to just 
south of Commonwealth Boulevard. 
A single-lane roundabout connects 
Commonwealth and LJ Parkway 
north of the Centerpoint easement. 
 
Timeline: July 2015-March 2016 
Cost: $2.4 million 
Funding sources: Riverstone 
Development

1   LJ Parkway extension 
Work on the LJ Parkway connection 
to Commonwealth Boulevard, 
intended to provide a new route 
for the Riverstone Development in 
Sugar Land, was expected to be 
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Fort Bend Children’s Discovery Center set to open at Imperial Market
Interactive learning destination will echo Houston attraction
By Amelia Brust 

Mixed-use development Imperial 
Market’s first amenity will be a fam-
ily-friendly attraction. The Fort Bend 
Children’s Discovery Center, affil-
iated with the Children’s Museum 
of Houston, will open its interac-
tive exhibits May 28 in the former 
container warehouse of the Imperial 
Sugar Refinery site.

The Children’s Discovery Center 
will have 12,000 square feet on the 
building’s first floor. Tracy Golden, 
director of development for the Fort 
Bend Children’s Discovery Center, 
said the six educational exhibits are 
aimed at children up to 12 years old 
and will focus on mathematics, cul-
tural diversity, science, civic life and 
business, and toddler play.

“We have guides for parents [to 
engage with the exhibits],” Golden said.

An outdoor exhibit—titled “Can I do 
that?”—will open at a later date, Golden 
said. Although center visitors will 
eventually be able to park throughout 
Imperial Market, only street parking 

and the Sugar Land Heritage Founda-
tion lot will be available by May 28.

The CMH sees about 800,000 
visitors annually, but the building is 
designed to serve only about 650,000 a 
year. With about 20 percent of visitors 
coming from Fort Bend County, 
Golden said a satellite location was 
desired.

The Children’s Discovery Center will 
be capable of serving 90,000 people 
annually. Golden said officals raised 
about $3.65 million for the facility for 
capital construction costs and opera-
tions for the first three years.

Like the CMH, the Children’s     
Discovery Center will have a 
“Kidtropolis” exhibit where children 
can pretend to run for mayor, work in 
a diner, go grocery shopping, make a 
bank deposit, report for a newspaper, 
go to art school or assemble a car.

Steve Porter, Sugar Land City Coun-
cil member, said teaching children 
about public office is important—par-
ticularly local government.

“I don’t think we do enough of that 

DEVELOPMENT

in Sugar Land,” he said. “One of the 
things important for people to know 
is that while national and state gov-
ernments appear in the news, it’s the 
local governments that provide all of 
the services that people use.”

Exhibits in the Children’s Discovery 
Center display the names of busi-
nesses in Fort Bend County, including 
H-E-B and Mercedes-Benz of Sugar 
Land. Derek Brown, vice president of 
business development and marketing 
for the dealership, said the business 
wanted to help the Children’s Discov-
ery Center promote science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and math, or 
STEAM education.

“This is a localized educational 
experience that the community doesn’t 
have,” Brown said. “We’re cutting a 
literal vehicle in half [for the exhibit].”

Porter and Geoffrey Jones, owner 
and developer of Imperial Market, 
said the facility will boost spending 
at Imperial’s retail and restaurant 
offerings.

“We think that they’ll contribute 
mightily to the mixed-use project,” 
Jones said.

Construction continues on the Kidtropolis exhibit 
at the Fort Bend Children’s Discovery Center.
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By Jeff Forward
A new water park is set to open in 

Katy on May 28 and will be the closest 
water park to the Sugar Land and Mis-
souri City area.

Typhoon Texas—on 25 acres adjacent 
to Katy Mills—features nine water 
rides, multiple dining options and a 
slate of summer activities including 
movies, concerts and a summer camp.

“Guests will experience an unparal-
leled environment, rides—and just fun,” 
said Keith Dalton, one of the co-owners 
of the water park. “Day one, we will be 
the most advanced water park in the 
country. We built this big park to take 
on the big crowds.”

The water park was a joint idea of 
Dalton and fellow co-owner Terry 
Hlavinka. The pair attended Texas 
A&M University and have worked on 
other construction projects together 
in the past.

Several years ago, the two friends 
decided they wanted to build a different 
kind of project, Hlavinka said.

“We wanted it to be fun. We took 
about six months studying the market, 
we focused on something entertain-
ment related,” Hlavinka said. “We 
both came up with a crazy idea of 
building a water park.”

The result of all their planning is 
one of the largest water parks in the 
state with one-of-a-kind rides and 
amenities, said Steve Mayer, the park’s 
marketing director.

“This is the biggest privately built 
water park in the United States in the 
past 10 years,” Mayer said. “The park 
will be lit at night, and we’ll do private 

corporate picnics and church events.”
Mayer said there will be nine differ-

ent water features, including rides for 
thrill-seekers, options that allow up to 
six people to ride together and a new 
feature ride that mixes gaming with a 
water slide where competitors can track 
progress on their cellphones.

“I kind of see the industry going in 
the direction of mixing rides with video 
games and social media,” Mayer said.

Additional amenities will include 
weekly movie nights, music concerts on 
a stage near the wave pool and a sum-
mer camp for children, he said.

 “It’s the customer experience [that 
will set us apart]. We’ve tried to not do 
some of the things other water parks 
do,” Hlavinka said. “In relation to food 
service, we’re cooking our foods from 
scratch. We brought in [Roegels Barbe-
cue Co.].”

Roegels will have a $70,000 smoker 
on-site to make barbecue dishes, 
Mayer said.

 “We are a regional park,” Dalton 
said. “The Grand Parkway is the key. 
We’re going to reach all the people 
around the Grand Parkway. It’s a big 
driver for us.”

Typhoon Texas water park set to 
open May 28 near Katy Mills 
Project to feature 9 rides, 30 slides and dining options

DEVELOPMENT
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555 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy
www.typhoontexas.com 
832-426-7071
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Typhoon Texas

Making a splash

3,000-10,000  
visitors expected per day

800 
seasonal employees

9 water rides/features
• Tidal Wave Bay
• Snake Pit
• Lazy T River

• Buckaroo Bayou 
• The Gully Washer
• Monster Storms

• Howdy Hollow
• Duelin Daltons
• Lone Star Racers

3 million
gallons of water

1,500
 foot Lazy River

Co-owners Keith Dalton, left, and Terry Hlavinka will open Typhoon Texas in May.
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There will be nine water rides at Typhoon Texas, including the children’s themed Gully Washer.

2,000
 lounge chairs

Source: Typhoon Texas/Community Impact Newspaper
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800 
seasonal employees

Houston, nearby cities working on 
game plan for 2017 Super Bowl
By Bayan Raji  

Houston may be the official host 
city of the 2017 Super Bowl, but Sugar 
Land is considering its own plans 
to potentially benefit from the more 
than 1 million estimated attendees 
expected to converge on the Greater 
Houston area next year.

About 1.1 million people attended 
events associated with the 2016 Super 
Bowl in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said he expects the same number of 
visitors, if not more, to attend the 
event in Houston in 2017. 

The Super Bowl Host Committee is 
in active discussions with nearby cities 
to determine what types of events they 
can host and what the economic ben-
efits will be, said Hasting Stewart, the 
committee’s executive vice president 
of public affairs. 

“One thing we’re excited about is 
showcasing there’s a lot that’s changed 
in Houston since it hosted the game in 
2004,” Stewart said. “We’re a growing, 
innovative, culturally diverse and 

exciting city. We’re more than just an 
energy town.”

Teresa Preza, the tourism admin-
istrator for Visit Sugar Land Conven-
tion and Visitor Services said the city 
does not have any concrete plans for 
Super Bowl-related events yet, but that 
could change if partnership opportu-
nities arose. 

“What we are currently doing is 
researching the impact of other Super 
Bowls on a community our size,” 
Preza said. 

She said Sugar Land’s shopping and 
dining options as well as the regional 
airport would be affected with more 
traffic from Super Bowl patrons. 

Randy Bloom, the vice president 
and general manager of the Smart 
Financial Center—a performing arts 
venue that will open in January of 
2017—plans to host Super Bowl events. 

Those ideas range from themed 
concerts to corporate events that 
would happen up to 10 days before 
the Super Bowl. 

“I think there’s going to be an 

TOURISM

The 2017 Super Bowl will be held in Houston, which is preparing for 1 million attendees.
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enormous amount of excitement in 
town around the event,” Bloom said. 
“People are going to want to get out 
and be entertained.” 

Taylor Scott, the event program 
manager with PCD Management, 
which manages Sugar Land Town 
Square, said Town Square would 
potentially host events, with details to 
be released in the coming months. 

Turner and other city officials met 
with their counterparts in San Fran-
cisco during this year’s Super Bowl to 
prepare for next year. 

One of the easiest ways for the 
city to introduce visitors to the best 
shopping, dining and amenities of the 
Greater Houston area will be through 
the host committee’s volunteer force, 
where 10,000 people are needed, 
Stewart said. 

“We are looking for the best and 
brightest across Houston to showcase 
the best of the city and make sure 
folks visiting have a wonderful experi-
ence,” Stewart said. 
 
Additional reporting by Bethany Knipp
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Fort Bend County Detention Center’s welding and plumbing training center broke ground in 
March and is expected to be open in the fall. 

SUGAR LAND Construction is 
moving forward on Phase 3 of the 
Sugar Creek drainage project in Sugar 
Land. City Council approved a design 
for work along Longview Drive and 
at the Sugar Creek Country Club golf 
course to reduce street ponding in the 
area, while a construction contract was 
approved March 15.

The project will involve storm-drain 
improvements along Longview Drive, 
and underground pipes will run along 
the homes on Bendwood Drive that 
back up to the sixth and ninth holes 
on the golf course. The existing lake 
will be expanded, and a new lake will 
be built, Sugar Land Senior Engineer 
Shashi Kumar said.

The project will transform an open 

drainage system concept to an under-
ground concept and move the align-
ment further away from the homes as 
well as the foundations, he said.

Kumar said the country club will 
lead the construction done on its own 
property—to be reimbursed by the 
city—which he said would last from 
May to September. 

The city would begin work on 
Longview Drive after the golf course 
construction is finished. Kumar said 
that portion of the work could last 
eight to 12 months.

He said he did not expect any 
streets to have to be completely closed 
to conduct the drainage work.

The city originally budgeted  
$10.23 million for the Longview Drive 
and golf course work, according to the 
2016-20 Capital Improvement Plan.  

The alternative design being used 
would add about $2 million to the 
construction cost, Kumar said. 

“We do have sufficient funds to do 
this piece [of the drainage project],” 
he said.

The drainage project started in 
2005 after a study of the Sugar Creek 
Watershed determined flood control 
mechanisms were needed, according 
to city documents. 

Together, the Longview Drive and 
country club work are one of five com-
ponents within Phase 3.

Residents on Bendwood Drive 
opposed the original design for the 
Longwood Drive work because they 
were concerned an open drain system 
behind their homes would affect 
property values and aesthetics.

“I’d like to thank the council for 
bringing this [new design] forward,” 
Bendwood Drive resident John 
Loper said.

FORT BEND COUNTY Inmates at 
the Fort Bend County Detention Center 
will soon have an opportunity to learn 
about welding and plumbing with the 
construction of a new training center. 

Fort Bend County officials broke 
ground in March on a 2,800-square-
foot space. Inmates already have the 
option to pursue electrical and H-VAC 
skills in a similar training center, said 
David Marcaurele, chief deputy of the 
Fort Bend County sheriff’s office. 

“This is one of those initiatives that 
will allow us to expand some of those 
training courses for inmates,” he said. 

The project is expected to be com-
pleted in the fall. 

The welding and plumbing train-
ing center project is estimated to 

CITY & COUNTY
News from Sugar Land, Missouri City and Fort Bend County Compiled by Amelia Brust and Bethany Knipp

Sugar Land City Council
Meets at 5:30 p.m. the first, third and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. Its next 
meeting is April 19.
2700 Town Center Blvd. N.,  
Sugar Land
281-275-2730
www.sugarlandtx.gov 

FBC Commissioners Court
Meets at 1 p.m. the first, second and 
fourth Tuesday of every month. Its next 
meetings are April 12 and 26.
401 Jackson St., Richmond
281-342-4311 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Meetings

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_slm

Tweetings

Fort Bend County officials break ground 
on inmate education building 

Sugar Creek drainage project moves ahead

Fairway Dr.

Storm drain

Underground storm drain

Bendwood Dr.

Existing pond

Golf course

New pond

Longview
 D

r.

Country Club Blvd.

To reduce street flooding 
in the Sugar Creek 
watershed, underground 
pipes will manage 
ponding below the Sugar 
Creek Country Club golf 
course.

Source: city of Sugar Land/Community Impact Newspaper

Drainage proposal

cost up to $300,000 and is paid for 
through inmate commissary funds. 
Profits from the commissary can go 
to security or educational endeavors, 
Marcaurele said. 

The jail also teaches some sewing, 
GED prep and basic computer classes. 

The welding and plumbing training 
center will be a hands-on teaching 
environment with instructors con-
tracted through Wharton County 
Junior College, Marcaurele said. 
Inmates who want to participate in the 
course trainings are vetted, he said. 
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Fort Bend ISD is preparing to over-
haul its classroom structure at Briargate 
and Ridgemont elementary schools for 
the start of the 2016-17 school year. A 
newly crafted program called Educa-
tors Dedicated to Growing Excellence, 
or EDGE, will replace the traditional 
classroom environment with a more 
flexible and fluid model.

“This is really about rebuilding 

the entire culture and climate of the 
school as well as rebuilding the entire 
staff,” FBISD Assistant Superinten-
dent Anthony Indelicato said at a 
Feb. 29 board of trustees meeting. 
“We need to do something big, some-
thing different, and we do feel that 
the time is now.”

At each EDGE campus the schools 
are undergoing improvement plans. 
Grades K-5 will have a team of EDGE 
instructors to teach an entire grade. 
Throughout the school week, students 
will move among different groups 
while meeting with a master teacher, a 
mentor teacher, an EDGE teacher and 
an EDGE instructional aide, accord-
ing to FBISD meeting documents.

“The greatest thing is that the master 
teacher is an ongoing resource for 
every student on that grade-level team,” 
FBISD Assistant Superintendent Mark 
Foust said.

EDGE schools will follow the same 
curriculum as all other district schools.
Full story by Amelia Brust

Westwood Gymnastics owner 
Brett Dodd is expanding his business 
into Missouri City.

Missouri City City Coun-
cil approved Dodd’s rezoning          
application March 7. Approximately 
28 acres southwest of the intersection 
of Knights Court and Hwy. 6 will be 
rezoned from suburban district use 
to planned development district use.

Dodd plans to build a 30,000- to 
46,000-square-foot gymnastics, 
tumbling and cheer facility as well 
as an 8,000- to 10,000-square-foot 
swim academy. The site will also have 
about 60,000-65,000 square feet of 
commercial space.

“It’d be a great place to open 
up another facility between [mas-
ter-planned communities] Sienna 
Plantation and Riverstone,” Dodd said.

The $3 million project—which 

includes the cost of land—will be built 
in three phases. Construction on the 
gymnastics facility will commence in 
July or August, followed by the swim 
facility in fall 2017 and the retail devel-
opment in 2018 or 2019, Dodd said.

Although the location is near Dance 
Works and the Athletic & Performing 
Arts Center, Dodd said he does not 
anticipate a conflict. He does not offer 
dance classes, and his gymnastics pro-
gram will not offer as many competi-
tive levels as the APAC, he said.

“There’s a lot of kids in Missouri 
City and Sugar Land, and I think 
we can [all] coexist,” he said. “We 
try to focus on the recreational side 
of things.”

Dodd has not yet named the new 
gymnastics facility. 
Full story by Amelia Brust

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/slm

Program to revamp FBISD schools

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_slm

Gymnastics 
site coming to 
Missouri City

Source: Fort Bend ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

Fort Bend ISD provided a selection 
of possible student-teacher grouping 
rotations in the new EDGE program.

Grouping possibilities

Below grade level

Above grade level

Performance

At grade level

EDGE teacher

Master teacher

Mentor teacher

Intervention groups

Master teachers may teach intervention 
groups comprising students of both 
mentor teachers and EDGE teachers.

Visual

Auditory

Learning style

Tactile

Mixed
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LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE
Compiled by Amelia Brust

COUNTYWIDE POLLING PLACES

SUGAR LAND

Austin Parkway Elementary School
4400 Austin Parkway
Clements High School
4200 Elkins Drive
Club at Riverstone
18353 S. University Blvd.
Commonwealth Clubhouse
4330 Knightsbridge Blvd.
Dickinson Elementary School
7110 Greatwood Parkway
First Colony Conference Center 
3232 Austin Parkway
Fort Bend County Library-Sugar Land
550 Eldridge Road
Fort Bend County Library-University
14010 University Blvd. 
Four Corners Community Center
15700 Old Richmond Road

Garcia Middle School
18550 Old Richmond Road 
Houston Museum of Natural Science at 
Sugar Land
13016 University Blvd.
Imperial Park Recreation Center
234 Matlage Way
Kempner High School 
14777 Voss Road
Knights of Columbus-Sugar Land
1401 W. Pecan St.
Lost Creek Community Center
3703 Lost Creek Blvd. 
Randalls
5800 New Territory Drive 
River Park Recreation Center
5875 Summit Creek Drive 
Sugar Creek Country Club
420 Sugar Creek Blvd.

Sugar Lakes Clubhouse
930 Sugar Lakes Drive 
Sugar Land Church of God
1715 Eldridge Road
Sugar Land City Hall 
2700 Town Center Blvd. N. 
Townewest Towne Hall 
10322 Old Towne Lane 

MISSOURI CITY

Briarchase Missionary Baptist Church
16000 Blue Ridge Road
Brightwater Clubhouse
2410 Brightwater Drive
Chasewood Clubhouse
7622 Chasewood Drive
Elkins High School
7007 Knights Court
Fort Bend County Library-Sienna
8411 Sienna Springs Blvd.  
 

Hightower High School 
3333 Hurricane Lane 
Hunters Glen Elementary School 
8295 Independence Blvd. 
Lake Olympia Marina Clubhouse
180 Island Blvd. 
Lantern Lane Elementary School
3323 Mission Valley Drive
Lexington Creek Elementary School
2335 Dulles Ave. 
Missouri City Baptist Church 
16816 Quail Park Drive
Missouri City Old Municipal Court
1522 Texas Parkway
Missouri City Parks & Recreation
2701 Cypress Point Drive
Quail Valley Elementary School
3500 Quail Village Drive 
Quail Valley Fund Office
3603 Glenn Lakes Lane

Sources: www.sos.state.tx.us, Fort Bend County/Community Impact Newspaper

Voters in Fort Bend County can cast their ballot at any polling place in the county during early voting and on election day. A complete list of polling places and times is at www.fortbendcountytx.gov.

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the May 7 local election ballot in the communities defined by 
Community Impact Newspaper’s Sugar Land/Missouri City coverage area. Only contested races are listed. 
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT
COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

Last day to register to vote: April 7
In-person early voting: April 25-May 3
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 26
Election day: May 7

IMPORTANT DATES

SUGAR LAND BALLOT INITIATIVES

PROPOSITION 1

Shall Section 1.06 be amended to clarify 
that the charter remains whole even if 
another section or sentence is declared 
unconstitutional?

PROPOSITION 2

Shall Sections 2.01 and 2.03 be amended to 
increase the terms for the council members 
and mayor to three-year terms; change the 
term limitations to three consecutive terms 
in a 10-year period for one person holding 
any single position; and be effective for the 
district positions as of May 2017 and May 
2018 for the mayor and at-large positions?

PROPOSITION 3

Shall Section 2.06 be amended to provide 
that vacancies for terms greater than 12 
months be filled by election, in accordance 
with the 2011 amendment to the Texas 
Constitution?

PROPOSITION 4

Shall Section 2.07 be amended to clarify that 
the City Council’s powers include exclusive 
jurisdiction over all public property of the 
city?

Source: city of Sugar Land/Community Impact Newspaper

As part of the May 7 local election, voters in the city of Sugar Land will vote on eight proposed amendments to the city’s charter. The amendments concern sections 1-3 of the charter, specifically 
topics related to charter constitutionality, petitions, City Council term limits and vacancies, and the responsibilities of council members.

PROPOSITION 5

Shall the City Charter be amended to add 
a new section titled “Interference with 
Management” to prevent City Council or its 
individual members from interfering with the 
daily operations, giving orders or directing 
city employees and officers subject to the city 
manager, except through the city manager? 

PROPOSITION 6

Shall the charter be amended to add 
definitions for the words and phrases “city 
council,” “council,” “council member,” 
“member of the city council” and “member of 
the council” to ensure consistent application 
and interpretation throughout the charter?

PROPOSITION 7

Shall section 3.04(a)(1) be amended to make 
the required petition percentage for initiative 
and referendum “at least 15 percent of the 
registered voters of the city as of the initial 
petition date?”

PROPOSITION 8

Shall section 3.04 be amended to make the 
required petition percentages to recall the 
mayor or an at-large council member 15 
percent of the registered voters of the city 
as of the initial petition date and to revise 
the required petition percentages to recall a 
single-member district council member 15 
percent of the registered voters residing in 
the district as of the initial petition date?
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Occupation: president of Hancock 
Mortgage Partners
713-826-4044
myatt@myatthancockforsugarland.com

Occupation: engineer
832-338-3202
campaign@harishjajooforsugarland.com

Occupation: fleet and internet 
manager for Sterling McCall Toyota
713-253-3401
sarwarkhan001@yahoo.com

Occupation: logistics and systems 
analyst for Loumos Group 
713-620-8096
kyle@kylestanley.org

Occupation: director of development 
for Cobb Fendley & Associates
713-725-9924
joe@joe zimmermanfor mayor.com

KYLE STANLEYSARWAR KHANHARISH JAJOOLLOYD MYATT 

HANCOCK

JOE ZIMMERMAN

[My top priorities are to be the] 
safest city in America, [to] invest in 
infrastructure, [to provide] responsible 
city government, [to encourage] strong 
local economy supported by a focused 
economic development policy [and to] 
make Sugar Land a great place to live, 
work and play. I am Sugar Land proud.

My experience, both in municipal 
government and the private sector [make 
me qualified]. In the private sector, I have 
served in senior positions in multiple 
industries, including an international 
assignment in Tripoli, Libya. On the 
municipal side, I have served on City 
Council for the past four years and prior 
to that was chairman and a member 
of the Sugar Land Planning and Zoning 
Commission for more than nine years. 
I also have an extensive record of 
community involvement.

Zoning, and the protections it provides 
for our residents, has allowed the 
city of Sugar Land to develop into a 
great place to live, work and play. 
However, due to the public’s concern 
for apartments and how they could 
possibly impact our schools, we 
have asked the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to review the language 
contained in the planned development 
section of the development code to 
determine if changes are needed.

As the next mayor of Sugar Land, my 
top two priorities will be to provide 
honest, forward-thinking, conservative 
leadership when it comes to quality 
of life issues, economic development 
and taxation, and to promote quality 
development within our green spaces, 
our neighborhoods and especially 
our mixed-use corridors. That is how 
you make Sugar Land a “suburb of 
choice” for all of Greater Houston and 
especially the millenial generation 
that is going to become ever more 
important to our city’s future.

Given my status both as an outsider 
and as the only candidate under the 
age of 60, what makes me uniquely 
qualified is that I have within myself 
the ability to express my views and 
convictions and, at the end of the day, 
win the respect of stakeholders on all 
angles of the issues at hand. With the 
ongoing disconnect we are witnessing 
between our city and the voters, I 
intend to bring forth fresh ideas that 
strike a positive balance.

There is no doubt that multifamily 
housing in Sugar Land should be held 
to the highest standards and that we 
definitely need to impose caps. To 
that extent, I support maintaining the 
limit of 200 apartments in nonplanned 
developments, plus new caps of 400 
apartments in planned developments 
and 800 apartments within two square 
miles. I also believe that townhomes 
and condominiums should not count 
toward the multifamily caps I propose 
since they are far more desirable 
compared to apartments.

My No. 1 priority would be to bring 
education to the city of Sugar Land. 
The city is very behind in education 
compared to other cities. I would like to 
do a full-[fledged] community college 
and university, where we can train 
skilled workers in various fields [such 
as] medical, IT, automobile technicians, 
and engineers. My second priority will 
be making education affordable for the 
students of the city of Sugar Land.

I have great self-esteem and good 
confidence, which makes me willing to 
seek out and accept challenges, which 
I may not appear to be able to deliver 
on initially. I am not afraid of failure. In 
fact, I think it is an essential part of the 
experimental process that gets you to 
success. I am a very good negotiator. 
It is a part of my sales business, and in 
my life to negotiate with people, and I 
know how to get work done. 

Yes, the city of Sugar Land should 
change its zoning laws, particularly 
those related to multifamily 
developments. I am totally against 
multifamily housing and support single-
family housing because multifamily 
developments bring overcrowded 
schools and traffic congestion. The 
city should seek to have low-density, 
single-family affordable housing over 
high-density development.

The current political climate that we 
are seeing, across the nation, speaks 
to a sense of estrangement between 
the electorate and government. As 
mayor, I would work toward bridging 
that gap by actively listening and 
responding. A second priority is to 
address taxes. Right now, even without 
an increase in the property tax rate, 
families find themselves paying more 
because of the rising value of their 
homes. We need to find a way to rein in 
the taxes and lower the tax rate.

My background and experience 
as well as being a councilman for 
five years provides me a thorough 
understanding of what it takes to get 
things done for our community, be 
it infrastructure, intergovernmental 
agency coordination, City Council 
considerations, maximizing capital 
investment dollars or interacting with 
citizens to explain how their money is 
being spent efficiently. My work life 
provides me the skill set. 

Multifamily housing is a necessary 
component of multiuse development. 
The intent is to strike a balance that 
will not strain our resources and 
be able to hold a special place for 
Sugar Land. A predictable number of 
multifamily in any planned development 
will be helpful to all the stake holders: 
residents, developers and city staff. 
We need to find out what kind of city 
the residents want us to be. Again, we 
need to listen to the community.

My first priority would be to cap the 
number of apartments in any new 
planned developments to 200 and 
specifically halt the Newland Homes 
plan to build 900 additional apartments 
in Telfair. Secondly, I want to find more 
efficient ways to run the city. With the 
rapid increase in home values in the 
last few years, the property taxes we 
pay have gone up tremendously.

Besides serving on public and private 
boards previously—including a 
10,000-home Sugar Land homeowners 
association, a charitable board and 
a bank board—my many years of 
owning and operating businesses have 
given me management experience that 
is unique in this election. My telecom 
company operated internationally and 
my current mortgage banking company 
operates in over 15 states and is state 
and federally regulated.

Yes, I believe we should cap multifamily 
housing units at 200 for each planned 
development.

What would your top two priorities be if you are elected?

What makes you uniquely qualified to be mayor?

Do you think Sugar Land should change its zoning laws regarding multifamily housing?
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HIMESH GANDHI* DIANA MILLER

For the past five years, I have been a leader in the community advocating for our citizens. My professional 
experience includes over 25 years of executive level experience in commercial real estate including having 
managed a real estate portfolio valued in excess of $1 billion for the federal government.

Not if we accept developer traffic studies such as the Town Square planned development where developers 
indicated there would be no negative effect on surrounding traffic.

Sugar Land provides outstanding services and enjoys the second lowest tax rate in Texas. I don’t believe it’s a 
case of what our city is “lacking” but that we need to continually plan for what’s ahead. While on City Council, 
I would like to focus on addressing public safety, addressing mobility challenges especially along Hwy. 6 and 
ensuring that we address areas with aging infrastructure that affect drainage and roads.

I have served on the Sugar Land City Council for nearly four years and am proud of my accomplishments 
during this time. I offer a balance of experience and understand the need for thoughtful, long-range 
planning necessary to achieve the vision for Sugar Land’s best possible future. I have shown my character 
and proven my abilities in many ways while representing our citizens on City Council. I grew up in Sugar 
Land and have always stayed in the area.

Yes. City Council identified “superior mobility” as part of our Vision 2025 for the city. It’s not just about 
cars. We have approved and have begun implementing the Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan. We also 
have an aggressive Capital Improvement Plan that addresses issues that can affect mobility, such as 
improvements to aging streets and sidewalks. As part of our best practice, we continually evaluate higher 
traffic areas and work to mitigate traffic in those areas.

 I would like to see greater emphasis on public safety.

What makes you uniquely qualified to serve on City Council?

Do you think Sugar Land’s transportation infrastructure is able to support the city’s growing retail and housing sectors?

What resources or services do you think the city is lacking?

*Incumbent

Occupation: attorney
832-755-9790
himesh.gandhi@gmail.com

Occupation: real estate broker
713-724-3113
dmiller@realtor.com
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RONALD BLOCK

Occupation: retired
832-808-1848
mary@maryjoyceforsugarland.com

Occupation: attorney 
281-748-2867
rblock5@yahoo.com

Occupation: real estate   
investor 
832-640-3927

Occupation: director of Artifacts 
Guru
281-725-0189

MARY JOYCE NAOMI LAM PETER SIMONS

My experience on the Fort Bend ISD board of 
trustees certainly makes me qualified for it. I 
dealt with everything from financial matters to 
educational matters. I was really dealing with the 
same kind of issues that City Council deals with, 
including bond issues, engineers, and all the laws 
we have to follow from the federal government and 
from the state government.

It is horrible right now, and we need to make some 
changes. It is my understanding that a year and a 
half ago the city hired an outside transportation 
consultant. It seems like ever since we’ve had a 
worse and worse traffic problem. I’m not an expert 
in this so I cannot tell you exactly what has to be 
done. Hwy. 6, I think, is probably one of the worst 
areas in the whole city with frequent backups at 
traffic lights. I think more has to be done.

I have lived in Sugar Land for 31 years. The last 
five to six years, I was really involved with the city. 
I served as a trustee for Fort Bend ISD from  
2001-03. I know what Sugar Land needs. Also 
I was a business major in college. I’m also a 
real estate broker, and I have several real estate 
properties. I know how the city can impact 
residents if we don’t head into the right direction.

If you put any multifamily in, we’re going to have 
problems with our traffic. Right now, we’re OK.

I have actually worked for the city, I’ve lived in the 
city since 1975, and I have a good understanding 
of how the city works. I think the four years that 
I worked as manager of the Sugar Land Regional 
Airport have really given me a good working 
knowledge of how the city’s budget and budget 
process works. That is a huge advantage over 
anyone else.

It all depends on the future growth. If we’re going 
to continue to see more future growth, we’re going 
to need to rethink the [transportation] system. I 
know we’ve recently increased the size of Hwy. 90. 
I think Hwy. 6 is starting to become an issue.

I am proud to seek this office because of my 
educational background, business experience, and 
extensive city and community involvement. I have 
degrees in accounting and finance, plus 25 years of 
corporate experience managing multimillion-dollar 
budgets and projects. I bring expertise in business 
management and will be able to immediately address 
city issues.

The decisions made by City Council in the areas of 
growth and development will impact and determine 
how our infrastructure holds up and is prepared 
to meet future demands.  Studies suggest that 
our city and state cannot build enough roads to 
meet our increasing demand. We need to look at 
all areas impacting mobility, including improved 
flow of traffic and lights, alternative modes of 
transportation and new technology.

What makes you uniquely qualified to serve on City Council?

Do you think Sugar Land’s transportation infrastructure is able to support the city’s growing retail and housing sectors?
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Occupation: owner of National Protection Solutions
832-390-1940, 832-882-2909
pernell@pernelldavis.com

PERNELL DAVIS JERRY WYATT*

My knowledge and experience of city government has afforded me voter confidence where I have received 
no less than 65 percent of the vote in every contested election I’ve had [for the past 10 years]. I believe 
citizens recognize that I come to council meetings prepared and ready to work on behalf of all citizens. 
I have over 30 years [experience] serving the citizens of Missouri City and have chaired the finance, 
compensation and benefits, planning, development and infrastructure, consultant selection, and sidewalk 
committees.

As new growth takes place, the city has ordinances in place to address infrastructure needs that include 
streets and drainage. Transportation infrastructure is a part of all development in Missouri City. Our major 
highways are all state highways, and we work with The Texas Department of Transportation when necessary. 
Missouri City is the only city in Fort Bend County that is a member of [the Metropolitan Transit Authority of 
Harris County] and provides funds from the 1 percent sales tax to help with transportation needs.

I can bring a fresh approach to City Council. I will bring a fresh set of eyes to City Council, and I will 
attempt to make us one city instead of a divided community. I will also emphasize that we must realize 
that how, when and where land is used in a community affects traffic circulation, utility infrastructure 
needs, housing choices, the environment, and the proximity of shopping, parks and schools. I have a 
history of fighting for progressive principles.

No. Every $1 billion of investment in the transportation infrastructure supports 36,000 jobs, 67 percent of 
which replace lost blue-collar jobs with “green” jobs. Public transportation also moves people to and from 
their jobs. The 36,000 jobs supported and created by public transportation result in roughly $3.6 billion in 
business sales and generate nearly $500 million in federal, state and local tax revenues. Overall, every $1 
invested in public transportation generates $4 in economic activity.

What makes you uniquely qualified to serve on City Council?

Is the city’s transportation infrastructure able to support the city’s economic growth?

Occupation: retired bank executive
281-416-8986, 281-437-7000
mayorowen@yahoo.com

ALLEN OWEN* 

Occupation: business owner, consultant
936-244-5298, 832-722-4482
fredtaylor03@yahoo.com

FRED TAYLOR

I am the best choice for mayor because I will focus on all of Missouri City. Allowing some neighborhoods to 
deteriorate will only depreciate the value of our city. All of Missouri City’s neighborhoods must flourish for 
us to enjoy prosperity.

My top two priorities are to the people and businesses that choose to call Missouri City home. I am 
committed to keep taxes low, keep our neighborhoods safe, fix our sidewalks, repair our street lights, 
increase the number of first responders, clean up our neighborhoods and bring life back to Texas Parkway.

No. Missouri City needs to focus on the future, and the future is light rail. Connecting the city to our 
neighboring cities is essential to the prosperity and growth of Missouri City.

I have served the city for over 35 years. I worked my way up by having the experience in other areas of the 
city that gives one the knowledge to learn what it takes to lead the city. I was on the city’s planning and 
zoning commission, a council member and I have served as mayor for 22 years. I was a bank executive for 
39 years, and I hope that I have contributed the financial knowledge from that experience to help manage 
the city’s budget and long-range plans.

I want to make sure we are financially prepared to meet the future as well as the current needs of our city. 
That includes our infrastructure needs, our public safety needs, and continuing to be one of the best and 
safest cities in the U.S. to live in and call home. My top priority is to make sure our citizens are proud of 
the “Show Me City.”

This is our main concern financially. We can support the growth in areas that have newer and better 
streets, but our concerns are related to residential infrastructure. Newer subdivisions do not have this 
issue. It is our older ones that have begun to show the need for major street and sidewalk replacement. 
We will continue to look for ways to improve transportation needs with things like the Hwy. 90A Commuter 
Rail project as well as maybe looking at some bus routes along major corridors.

What makes you the best choice for mayor?

What would your top two priorities be if you are elected?

 Is the city’s transportation infrastructure able to support the city’s economic growth?

Occupation: retired
281-437-8891, 713-826-8759
jwyatt@missouricitytx.gov
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CYNTHIA GARY CHRIS PRESTON SUSAN SOTO

I’m excited about Missouri City’s future and believe that I’m uniquely 
qualified to be on City Council because I am extremely passionate 
about service to my community. I have had the opportunity to serve 
successfully in both city and county government. I’ve served as a 
member of the Missouri City City Council and also a member of the 
Fort Bend Independent School District board of trustees.

With [the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County’s] plan for 
more rapid transit in the Houston region along Hwy. 90 from the Fannin 
South rail station to Beltway 8 in Missouri City, our city’s transportation 
infrastructure will be able to support the city’s economic growth. This 
rail system will play an integral role in [generating] revenue for our city 
as we reach out to potential businesses and corporations to make our 
city a possible hub for their companies.

As a product of Missouri City, I’ve witnessed firsthand the changes our 
city has been through. Furthermore, the city needs young, vibrant and 
energized leadership. I represent a generation that’s underrepresented 
on City Council despite the fact that millennials make up the majority 
of the population. We’re the generation that’ll sustain the economic 
development and prosperity of Missouri City. As such, we should be 
engaged in the decision-making process.

No, Missouri City is a growing city, and the current infrastructure is 
inadequate to support the commuter population that travels each day 
into Houston’s medical center and central business district. Missouri 
City is a very attractive place to live and raise a family. As such, we 
will realize continued growth with new residents moving into the city.

Working as an educator in Texas public schools for 17 years gave 
me experience and insight into governmental operations. Managing 
staff, serving the local community and overseeing a publicly funded 
budget all helped me to develop skills that will serve Missouri City 
constituents. I am now a solo attorney with my own law office and as 
a small business owner, I understand the needs of business owners 
in our community. I am comfortable reviewing and interpreting policy 
and law.

With its direct access to Hwy. 90, the Fort Bend Toll Road and 
Beltway 8, and near access to Hwy. 59, Missouri City has built an 
excellent foundation for transportation infrastructure. Those major 
thoroughfares will serve business and commerce in the outlying areas 
of Missouri City well. The challenge now is to be forward thinking. The 
improvements to Texas Parkway are a good start, but infrastructure 
improvements must keep pace with economic growth.

What makes you uniquely qualified to be on City Council?

Is the city’s transportation infrastructure able to support the city’s economic growth?

Occupation: educator
346-888-7931
cgary51@gmail.com

Occupation: business owner
832-988-2499
prestonforcitycouncil@gmail.com

Occupation: attorney
832-831-9936, 713-874-7965
susansoto2016@gmail.com
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I have served on the board of trustees 
for four years, serving as board vice 
president for the past two years.  
Typically, it takes years for a board 
member to understand their role and 
how the governing body can positively 
impact the direction of a school district. 
Four years ago FBISD was headed in 
the wrong direction. I have been part 
of the team that has begun to change 
that direction, striving to make FBISD a 
district of choice.

Our diversity brings unique challenges 
that require a board member who 
understands the needs of all of our 
students and who sees the district 
as a whole, not simply an east side 
versus west side dichotomy. We 
have implemented the [Educators 
Dedicated to Growing Excellence] 
program for struggling students 
in two elementary schools, moved 
forward on an expanded career and 
technical education center for skill-
based training, and expanded career 
pathways and endorsements for high 
schools.

FBISD’s truancy policy changed over 
the past year. I think all agree that 
referring about 6,000 students to the 
Truancy Court, as was done years ago, 
was ridiculous. The district is now 
focused on preventing truancy, with 
clearly defined procedures and a focus 
on helping students and parents stay 
out of trouble. A great example of this 
is the restorative discipline program 
in Missouri City Middle School.  
Combined with great leadership, this 
program is greatly reducing discipline 
and suspension issues.

I’m a 27-year education veteran. I 
worked at Willowridge, Kempner, 
Elkins, Bush and Marshall high schools, 
and Christa McAuliffe Middle School. 
I feel what I bring to the board is, first 
of all, the educator viewpoint and the 
parent viewpoint. I’m someone who 
actually knows what’s going on. I’ve 
worked and lived in Fort Bend County, 
and it’s a matter of what I can truly 
bring as far as experience. My children 
attended FBISD schools, and my son is 
graduating this year.

I think the diversity starts with 
accountability to all stakeholders, 
making sure we’re fiscally responsible. 
We must continue with the character 
education that’s there. It’s being 
accountable to parents, teachers 
[and] administrators as well as being 
responsible. How do [new programs] 
change what’s going on in the school? 
I want every school to be a popular 
school. How do we make Christa 
McAuliffe Middle School [better]? It’s 
not really money; it’s bringing up a 
climate.

It’s all about relationship building. 
[For example], restorative discipline at 
Missouri City Middle School is simply 
working with children and building 
relationships. At Bush High School we 
had a program called Saved by the 
Bell with truancy officers who would 
come to the school. When we do 
that as teachers and administrators, 
we encourage students to come to 
school. How can we make that better? 
In my experience, the way you make 
that better is building the culture and 
climate.

My children are FBISD students. I have 
been a classroom teacher, therefore 
I know firsthand the challenges that 
teachers face daily. I have been a 
principal in FBISD in two different 
campuses, including a Title I campus.
Each campus is unique and needs 
programs to fit its specific needs. 
I have an educational business 
background and extensive knowledge 
in Texas Association of School Boards 
policy due to working in human 
resources in FBISD and now Alief ISD.

I would advocate to ensure campuses 
are seen as unique communities of 
learners with distinct and specific 
needs. The district needs to be 
proactive rather than reactive. 
[Educators Dedicated to Growing 
Excellence], long over due, appears 
to be a good plan for the two pilot 
campuses. It will need to be given 
the opportunity for longevity and 
consistency. The district is heading 
in the right direction, and I want to 
continue to be a part of the great work 
that is taking place.

We need to have programs to interest 
students in coming to and staying in 
school. If students feel valued and 
see the value in coming to school, 
they will come. We need to expand 
our career and technology education 
programs and promote them. We need 
to offer more social and academic 
clubs in elementary and middle school. 
In addition, these programs should 
be unique to the campus and its 
community. They are not all the same.

I am qualified to serve the schools in 
the FBISD communities because I have 
a desire to help my world be the best 
world that it could be. I have worked in 
public schools as a speech language 
therapist in Louisiana, Galena Park ISD, 
Houston ISD, Aldine ISD and Virginia. 
My experience exposed me to the 
challenges and successes of education 
as well as its impact on parents, 
students, teachers, administrators, 
cafeteria workers, janitorial staff and 
the bus drivers.

To meet the needs of FBISD’s diverse 
population, I would work to help 
district leaders, principals, teachers, 
parents and students understand 
the role of cultural nuances and the 
impact that cultural differences play in 
the perception of attitudes, behavior, 
language and social interactions within 
the school environment.

To address disparities in discipline, the 
district should ensure that all school 
employees be taught and trained to 
recognize cultural differences versus 
inappropriate verbal and physical 
actions, and ensure school employees 
are more [tolerant] of the cultural 
differences. Employees also need to 
understand that students come to 
us with different levels of trauma. 
The district should develop policies 
related to truancy that are hierarchical 
in nature at the school level and not 
through the courts or law enforcement.

My public education came from 
FBISD, and I’ve immersed myself in 
service while living here. I received my 
undergraduate degree in community 
communication from the University 
of Kentucky and earned my master’s 
degree in public administration. My 
MPA gives me the tools needed to 
analyze each situation independently 
and provide realistic solutions to 
presented challenges. This skill set, 
coupled with a servant mindset and 
familiarity with this community, 
prepares me to serve FBISD. 

To prevent stagnation, I’ll make sure 
we identify the connection between 
our schools, the businesses we 
support and neighborhoods we live 
in. [Although] we boast our diversity 
numbers, we lack true inclusion of 
every member of our community. 
Our students need a board that’s 
representative of our diverse 
community. It’s my job to bring the 
collective to the table. I’ll strive to be 
the bridge builder our district needs to 
ensure student success.

Truancy and literacy are among my 
top priorities. It’s disheartening to see 
African Americans make up  
67 percent of suspensions. What’s left 
of our truancy program has become 
practice for prison for students. I would 
promote a more balanced diversion 
program that would eliminate the need 
for a county collaboration like Saved 
by the Bell. My [truancy] prevention 
plan would include a roundtable 
discussion at the student’s school, 
not a courtroom, with everyone who 
understands the importance of that 
child’s success. 

What makes you qualified to represent the schools and communities of Fort BendISD?

If elected, how would you work to meet the needs of FBISD’s diverse student population? 

What intervention or prevention tactics should FBISD use to stem truancy and prevent disparities in discipline, as has happened in the past?

*Incumbent

Occupation: project manager at VALIC
281-261-2664
jamesforfbisd@gmail.com

Occupation: speech therapist
757-218-5911
voteleonardfbisd@gmail.com

Occupation: Alief ISD human 
resources director
281-498-8110
ramirez4fbisdbot 2016@gmail.com

Occupation: principal of Phillis Wheatley 
High School in Houston ISD
281-799-5065
srose4@houstonisd.org

Occupation: geophysicist for LSNA 
Energy Group
281-685-1081
dave.rosenthal@fortbendisd.com

SHIRLEY  

ROSE-GILLIAM

LAURA RAMIREZSONJA NELSON 

LEONARD

JAMES DAVIDSON DAVE ROSENTHAL*
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16 Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, 
Rock Earth Day celebration 

The Earth Day and recycling awareness 
celebration includes entertainment 
from Vocal Trash, The Wyland Mobile 
Learning Experience and Texas Snakes. 
Approximately 30 additional exhibits 
provide interactive environmental 
activities that address recycling, 
upcycling, gardening and more. Keep 
Sugar Land Beautiful accepts cellphones 
and eyeglasses to be recycled at its 
booth. Proshred of Houston provides 
complimentary paper shredding in the 
City Hall parking lot throughout the event. 
1-5 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town Square, 
15958 City Walk, Sugar Land. 
 281-242-2000. www.kslb.org 

23 Spring Corvette Car Show
The Corvette Owners Club of 

Houston presents the 12th annual car 
show with more than 100 Corvettes 
in attendance, voting for the People’s 
Choice Award and other activities. All 
proceeds benefit local charities.10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town Square, 
15958 City Walk, Sugar Land.  
281-242-2000. www.sugarlandtown 
square.com/play/upcoming-events 

24 Resolve Walk of Hope 
The community walk and 

event is presented by Resolve and 
the National Infertility Association. 
The event supports those struggling 
with infertility. The 1-mile walk begins 
and ends at Sugar Land Town Square 
and is open to all ages. Registration is 
required. 8-11 a.m. Free (fundraising 
opportunities available).  
www.resolve.org/walk-of-hope 

25 2016 State of the City
Mayor Allen Owen presents 

Missouri City’s 2015 accomplishments 
and celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
incorporation of the city. 11:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m. $35 (nonmembers). City Centre 
at Quail Valley, 2800 La Quinta Drive, 
Missouri City.  
www.fortbendchamber.com

29 Dancing Under the Stars 
The Fred Astaire Dance Studio 

and the Sugar Land Town Square host a 
night of dancing and fun with instructors 
from the studio. 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Sugar 
Land Town Square, 15958 City Walk, 
Sugar Land. 281-242-2000.  
www.sugarlandtownsquare.com

April

08 Rock the Block with 
Sessions Music 

Sessions Music hosts an evening of live 
music performed by Sessions instructors 
and students. Sessions Music teaches 
modern and classical music lessons, and 
each performing instructor offers lessons. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town 
Square, 15958 City Walk,Sugar Land. 
281-242-2000. www.sugarlandtown 
square.com/play/upcoming-events

08 Family Fun Night  
Missouri City hosts an animal 

themed evening featuring the Houston 
Zoo, the Fort Bend Master Gardeners, 
Brazos Bend State Park and the 
Missouri City Animal Shelter. Families 
can enjoy crafts and other activities. 
The evening features an open format, 
but registration is required. Snacks and 
drinks are provided. Parent supervision 
is required throughout the evening. 
6-8:30 p.m. Free. Rec & Tennis Center, 
2701 Cypress Point Drive, Missouri City. 
281-403-8637. www.missouricitytx.gov

10 Bistro Brunch 
The final event of the Sugar 

Land Wine and Food Affair features a 
full menu of bloody marys, mimosas, 
and foods from both around the 
world—Argentina, France, Spain, 
Germany, Italy—and stateside—
California, Texas, Oregon and 
Washington. Live music from The Mix 
features Yvonne Washington on the 
Meritage Homes Stage. The event is 
open to attendees age 21 and older.  
11 a.m.-2 p.m. $50 and up. Sugar Land 
Town Square, 15958 City Walk, Sugar 
Land. 713-747-9463. 
www.sugarlandwineandfoodaffair.com/
event/bistrobrunch

15 Rhythm and Brews
Easy Street performs a wide 

variety of Top 40 rock ‘n’ roll songs from 
the ’60s and ’70s. Jupiter Pizza and 
Waffles serves beer and wine at the event 
for $5 apiece. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs 7:30-9:30 p.m. Free 
(admission). Sugar Land Town Square, 
15958 City Walk, Sugar Land.  
281-242-2000.   
www.sugarlandtownsquare.com/play/
upcoming-events 
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30 Sugar Land Jr. Superstar 
Finale 

The finale of Sugar Land’s 11th annual 
American Idol-like singing competition 
for ages 9-13 is hosted by Sugar Land 
Town Square. Finalists perform and 
compete, and a winner will be named                   
the 2016 Sugar Land Jr. Superstar.  
7-9 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town Square, 
15958 City Walk, Sugar Land.  
281-242-2000. www.sugarlandtown 
square.com/play/upcoming-events

30 Fort Bend Pets Alive Shelter 
Pet Expo

This event features adoptable pets from 
local shelters and local pet-friendly and 
pet service businesses. Local shelters 
in the Fort Bend Area are bringing pets 
for adoption and are available to answer 
questions about adoption or volunteering 
at a shelter. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Sugar 
Land Town Square, 15958 City Walk, 
Sugar Land. 281-242-2000.  
www.sugarlandtownsquare.com/play/
upcoming-events

Ongoing

09 Movie Under the Moon 
The monthly event is hosted 

by First Colony Church of Christ. This 
month’s movie is “The Lego Movie.” 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town 
Square, 15958 City Walk, Sugar Land. 
281-242-2000.  
www.sugarlandtownsquare.com/play/
upcoming-events

09 Farmers Market at 
Imperial Sugar Land 

Open every Saturday, rain or shine, 
the farmers market features a wide 
variety of fresh fruits, vegetables, 
homemade prepared foods, artwork, 

artisan jewelry, soaps and coffees. 
There is live entertainment, food trucks 
and activities for children. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Free. Farmers Market at Imperial,  
198 Kempner St., Sugar Land.  
281-677-7996. www.imperialsugarland.
com/farmersmarket

15 P.A.W.S. Reading Program 
Children of any age and 

ability can join this ongoing event on 
Fridays and Saturdays to practice 
reading aloud to therapies and rescue 
animals brought with their owners and 
handlers. 10 a.m. Free (members), 
$15-$25 (nonmembers). The Houston 
Museum of Natural Science at Sugar 
Land, 13016 University Blvd., Sugar 
Land. 281-313-2277.  
www.hmns.org/hmns-at-sugar-land

22 Time Warp Concert Series 
The monthly series features ZZ 

ROXX in April, a Houston band that pays 
tribute to the legendary ZZ Top.  
7:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Sugar Land Town 
Square, 15958 City Walk, Sugar Land.   
281-242-2000.   
www.sugarlandtown square.com/play/
upcoming-events
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Find more or submit Sugar 
Land/Missouri City events at 
communityimpact.com/slm-calendar

To have Sugar Land/Missouri City 
events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the 
month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Meredith Mohr

        through  23 
Wild West Brew Fest
The annual beer festival brings 

more than 500 craft brews and more than 
125 brewers to Katy. In its fifth year, the event 
features food, craft beer and entertainment 
and is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Katy. 
7-10 p.m. (April 22, launch party), 4-9 p.m. 
(April 23, beer festival). Prices vary depending 
on activities. Katy Mills, 5000 Katy Mills Circle, 
Katy. www.wildwestbrewfest.com

A P R
22

C
o

ur
te

sy
 K

ar
en

 A
li 

P
ho

to
g

ra
p

hy

Worth the TRIP

C
o

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f S

ug
ar

 L
an

d
 



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com30



Sugar Land | Missouri City Edition • April 2016 31

PEOPLE

By Amelia Brust 

D ennis Parmer’s influence is  
evident at the Sugar Land 
Heritage Foundation.  

The foundation is preparing to 
move into an 8,000-square-foot 
space at the redeveloped Imperial 
Market—an agreement he helped 
engineer with Johnson Develop-
ment. Parmer said he looks forward 
to displaying the city’s history 
beyond the refinery. 

“There’s a much bigger story here 
than Imperial,” he said.

Although not a native resident, 
Parmer has lived in the city for 34 
years and is known throughout the 
community for his civic involvement. 
He served on Sugar Land City Council 
from 2003-09, during which time the 
Imperial Sugar refinery closed and 
residents often asked about the site’s 
future redevelopment.

“Being on City Council and this 
[being] in my district, I had the same 

questions,” he said. “I started saying, 
‘Well, how do we preserve this?’”

He led the foundation’s formation 
in 2008 not only to tell the story of 
Imperial Sugar but also the heritage 
of Sugar Land from the 1800s to the 
present. He served as the president of 
the foundation’s board of directors 
from 2008-13 and became executive 
director in 2013.

“The birthplace of Texas was in 
this area,” Parmer said, referring to 
the region’s history as the first Texan 
home of 300 settlers brought by Ste-
phen F. Austin in the 1820s.

Aside from the sugar refinery, Par-
mer wants to highlight Sugar Land’s 
heritage as a hub for farmers, railroads 
and immigrants. He said he wanted to 
use his passion for history to give back 
to the community.

“I’ve always thought public service 
was important,” he said.

Originally from Meridian, Mis-
sissippi, Parmer received bachelor’s 

degrees in math and computer science 
from Mississippi State University. His 
work for Shell Oil Co. brought him to 
Fort Bend County.

“My wife and I consider this abso-
lutely home,” he said. “I’ve always 
liked it.”

Martin Nicholas, the foundation’s 
board president and Parmer’s pastor 
at Sugar Land Methodist Church, has 
known him for nearly 20 years and 
said he is impressed by his dedication 
to his work.

“I think his effort and energy are 
indispensable,” Nicholas said. “For 
someone to come into a community 
and his wealth of passion for heritage, 
you see that in a lot of people who 
have been here for generations.”

Former City Council Member 
Michael Schiff’s time in office from 
2002-11 overlapped with Parmer’s. 
Schiff said Parmer is “one of the few 
people who you can trust what he says.”

“He’s a no-nonsense guy,” Schiff 
said. “He’s a passionate guy and is 
willing to put his time and effort into 
things he cares about.”

Parmer said he has known 
Sugar Land City Council Mem-
ber Amy Mitchell for a decade and 
advised her when she ran for office. 

Mitchell described him as “intelligent,     
enthusiastic and conscientious.”

“I think the world of him,” she said. 
“He thinks extremely highly of this 
community.”

Parmer has since left the oil indus-
try but said he could think of nowhere 
else he and his wife, Becky, would 
rather live.

“There is truly a ‘we can do it’ 
mentality here,” he said. “If it’s worth 
doing it, then we’re going to try our 
best to do it well.”

Executive Director Dennis Parmer observes 
the organization’s office construction.
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Dennis Parmer
Executive director of Sugar Land Heritage 
Foundation foresees organization’s future
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KATY Private and charter schools 
are moving into Katy, giving area 
children more education options 
and meeting the needs of residents 
who have relocated to the area for 
jobs, the weather and good schools. 

Several schools are planned for 
Katy in the next three years including 
the British International School of 
Houston, International Leadership of 
Texas charter school and the Epiph-
any School with Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Community church. 

“Katy’s already got some of the best 
public schools in the entire country,” 
said Andrew Derry, British Interna-
tional School of Houston principal. 
“For us to be able to move there and 
be part of that and be another option 
for that is one of the major reasons [we 
chose Katy].” 

While Katy ISD is expected to grow 
from its existing enrollment of more 
than 73,000 students to nearly 100,000 
students by 2025—according to a 2015 
KISD demographic study—the new 
private and charter schools will also 
be enrolling thousands of students on 
several different campuses. 

Private schools 
The British International School of 

Houston is moving its campus to the 
intersection of Westgreen Boulevard 
and Franz Road in Katy in August, 
relocating from its Watonga Boule-
vard campus  in Houston. 

“There were many areas in Houston 
this building would have worked,” 
Derry said. “Parents really, really care 
[in Katy].” 

After a four-year planning process, 
the British International School—
known for its partnership with 
The Juilliard School in New York 
City—is building an $80 million, 
175,000-square-foot campus.  

Featuring glass and open space, 
the campus is not constructed like a 
traditional brick and mortar school, 
BIS Project Management Director Ed 
Schmidt said.

“The design was intentionally 
flexible,” he said. “None of these 
classrooms have a front wall where a 
teacher stands there and talks all day.” 

Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Com-
munity Church, on Norwalk Drive off 
Highland Knolls Boulevard, is fund-
raising to build a school on its campus. 

“Epiphany Catholic is trying to 
build the first Catholic elementary and 
middle school in Katy,” fundraising 
campaign director Michael Henkenius 
said. 

Henkenius works for Steier Group 
in Omaha, Nebraska, which works 
with Catholic parishes nationally. 

Katy already has a Catholic high 
school, St. John XXIII College Prepa-
ratory, but there are no elementary or 
middle school options, Henkenius said. 

St. John Communications Director 
Karen Casillas said the school would 
appreciate the Epiphany addition. 

“We like that,” Casillas said. 
“They’d be a direct feeder to us.”

The parish has raised $2.9 million 
so far for the $8 million-$10 million 
school, which would have kindergar-
ten through eighth grade classes.
Full story by Bethany Knipp

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

TOP STORY

Schools looking to plant roots in Katy
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The British International School of Houston is one of three schools establishing a first campus in Katy. 

Full stories online at communityimpact.com
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Industrial parks 
When Dallas-based real estate devel-

oper Trammell Crow Co. looked for a 
location for industrial parks near Hous-
ton about a decade ago, the company 
could not find land north or northwest 
of the city, principal Jeremy Garner said. 
However, Missouri City had the space 
available along Beltway 8 from Hwy. 90 
to Fondren Road.

Trammell Crow’s first industrial park 
in the area, Lakeview, opened in 2008.  
Eleven of the park’s buildings total-
ling 1.3 million square feet are already  
100 percent occupied, although 9.6 acres 
among six tracks of land were still avail-
able for sale as of February. 

Garner estimated the nine businesses 
already occupying Lakeview brought in 
about 1,000 jobs to Missouri City.

The developer’s second business park, 
Park 8Ninety, will open Phase 1 this 
summer with three buildings and a com-
bined 332,957 square feet. The buildings 
are projected to be constructed by May 
or June, and Garner said he expects 
leases to be signed by the summer. 

“The tract upon which we’re building 
Park 8Ninety is a very complicated tract, 
which probably historically kept other 
developers from building on it,” Garner 
said.

The two sites were annexed into Fort 
Bend Water Control and Improvement  
District No. 2 to provide the industrial 
parks with water and sanitary sewer ser-
vices. Trammell Crow also put in public 
roads to serve the parks, Garner said.

“I see absolutely no downside from 
the development of high-end business 
parks,” said Jeff Wiley, president and 
CEO of the Greater Fort Bend Eco-
nomic Development Council. “They 

represent employment centers for the 
community and a new source of com-
mercial tax base for taxing entities.”

Gateway Southwest Industrial Park 
is also in development near Hwy. 90 
and Beltway 8. Conor Commercial Real 
Estate began developing the 36-acre tract 
in December 2014 with three buildings. 
Phase 1 ended late last year with two 
finished buildings, and Phase 2 includes 
one building that can be built to suit.

No tenants have signed on to the site. 
Conor Commercial declined to com-
ment on the project.

“[The Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8 cor-
ridor] is one area in the oldest part of 
the city that continues to see a lot of 
growth,” said Joe Esch, Missouri City 
economic development director. “Jux-
tapose that with the newest part of the 
city by Fort Bend Toll Road and Hwy. 6, 
[which] has more retail growth.”

Texas Parkway’s predicament
Despite its development potential, 

Owen said Texas Parkway has been an 
economic challenge for the city over the 
years. He said businesses come and go 
in the shopping centers along the road, 
and space for new projects is limited.

“These are old shopping centers, and 
these owners who don’t live here, they 
don’t have to see [the storefronts] every 
day. We do,” he said. “All we can do is 
work with them to attract better tenants.”

Owen said he recommended the  
shopping centers along Texas Parkway 
spruce up their storefronts to compete 
with newer, more heavily trafficked 
businesses on Hwy. 6.

“[The city] created a tax increment 
reinvestment zone in that area. We’ve 
improved lighting on Texas Parkway, 
new sidewalks,” Owen said. “We’ve 
done our share.”

Wiley said capital investment in  
primary corridors, such as Hwy. 
59 and the Grand Parkway, may be 
making investment along second-
ary corridors, like Texas Parkway, 
seem less attractive to developers,  
particularly in areas where redevelop-
ment is necessary.

“The development of Hwy. 6 has had 
three specific advantages over Texas 
Parkway,” he said. “It has been largely 
greenfield [and] new development; it is 
close in proximity to both Hwy. 59 and 
the Fort Bend Toll Road; and it has two 
of the fastest-growing master-planned 
communities in the country in Sienna 
Plantation and Riverstone.”

One major new development along 
Texas Parkway—the largest in decades, 
Esch said—is the relocated HCC cam-
pus across from Missouri City City Hall 
opening in 2017. 

The new $21.5 million campus will 
total about 70,000 square feet, hous-
ing classrooms, lab space, exhibition 
space, a student lounge, administration 
and faculty offices, conference rooms, 
a server room, multipurpose rooms, 
security and facilities maintenance 
areas, and parking.

The campus will replace HCC’s 
Sienna Plantation campus while serv-
ing as the college system’s new Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship, Technology 
and Health. HCC system teachers will 

lead approximately 75 to 100 class sec-
tions per semester on the new campus, 
according to Madeline Burillo, interim 
president for HCC-Southwest.

“[The campus is] going to be a huge 
boost, I think, for that corridor and try-
ing to get some different types of devel-
opment, maybe a town center, along 
there,” Owen said. 

Future growth areas
With the $30.3 million Fort Bend Toll 

Road overpass due to be completed by 
the end of this year and the roadway’s 
extension south and west of Sienna 
Parkway moving forward, city officials 
predict more commercial development 
will crop up around the highway.

Going forward, Owen said, the city’s 
primary development concern will be 
to create an infrastructure that supports 
growth. As Missouri City turns 60 years 
old this year, roads and sidewalks will 
need attention in some areas, he said.

 “I’m talking about Quail Valley and 
Hunters Glenn, and Hunters Green 
and Fondren Park,” he said. “We have a 
choice: We either continue to let them 
dilapidate and it affects home values, or 
we can face it head-on.”

The city also pays for street repairs 
through bond issuances and tax increases, 
but Owen said the latter is highly unpop-
ular. Nevertheless, he said he believes 
people would support an increase if they 
knew how the money would be used.

“When we [replace] a street, it’s  
millions of dollars. It’s not thousands 
of dollars anymore,” Owen said. “We 
may need to have a tax increase at some 
point in time.”

Development
Continued from | 1

Tax incentives Missouri City offers tax incentives to businesses and developers to encourage economic development in the 
city, according to Joe Esch, Missouri City economic development director. Incentives depend on a participating 
business’ size and type.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

“I see absolutely no downside from the 
development of high-end business parks.”
—Jeff Wiley, president and CEO of the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council

OFFERED BY MISSOURI CITY

• Available for improvements to real 
property owned by the applicant and/or 
on new personal property brought to the 
site by the applicant

• Comes with special terms and  
conditions

• Project must be expected to provide an 
increase of $1 million to the appraised 
ad valorem property value

GOODS IN TRANSIT
• Missouri City can create tax incre-

ment reinvestment zones.
• Tax increments are taxes attribut-

able to new improvements.
• Increments are set aside in a fund 

to finance public improvements 
within the boundaries of the zone.

• Used by governments to publicly 
finance structural improvements 
and enhance infrastructure

TAX ABATEMENT:
IMPROVING PROPERTY

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING:
SUBSIDIZING INFRASTRUCTURE

FREEPORT TAX EXEMPTION:

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• Allows goods in transit to be exempt from 
ad valorem taxation

• Good must be acquired or brought into 
the state by businesses and held for no 
more than 175 days before being shipped 
out of state

• Business or industry must assemble, 
manufacture, process, store, maintain, 
fabricate or distribute its products in Texas 
and ship them out of state to be eligible
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

TO BUSINESS
Getting down Large-scale developments, such as industrial 

parks and Houston Community College’s campus 
relocation, are the most prominent projects 
currently in Missouri City. Texas Parkway,  
Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8 are hubs for growth.

HCC CAMPUS

Sources: Trammell Crow Company, Houston Community College, Conor Commercial Real Estate/Community Impact Newspaper
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 Buffalo Run

Missouri City Dr.

Lexington Blvd.

The new campus at the corner of 
Texas Parkway and Missouri City 
Drive will replace HCC’s Sienna 
Plantation site.

70,000 SQ. FT.• Located at Fondren Road 
and Buffalo Run

• 159 acres
• Opened in 2008

LAKEVIEW BUSINESS PARK

Amelia Brust/Community Impact Newspaper

1.3 MILLION SQ. FT. • Niagara Bottling
• Southwest Electronic Energy
• Bimbo Bakeries
• Rich Products
• CNC Manufacturing
• LT Foods USA (Kusha)
• Lufkin Automation
• Flair Flexible Packaging
• Allied Fittings/Warren Alloy

OCCUPANTS

classes to be 
offered per 

semester

75-100 

• Located at Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8
• 36 acres
• Phase 1 ended late 2015

GATEWAY SOUTHWEST 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

Rendering courtesy Conor Commercial Real Estate

OF 525,800 SQ. FT. COMPLETE
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66%

• Located at Hwy. 90 and Beltway 8
• 129 acres
• Phase 1 to be completed in June 2016

PARK 8NINETY 

Rendering courtesy Trammell Crow Company

OF 1.8 MILLION SQ. FT. COMPLETE
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we would move forward with the annex-
ation of Greatwood and New Terri-
tory, which would increase the need to 
increase the size of the police depart-
ment and certain aspects of the fire 
department,” City Manager Allen Bog-
ard said. “[The annexation] would take 
us to a 100,000 population, and that is 
really the trigger of when we feel like we 
need this facility operating by.”

The police department has used sev-
eral new technologies over the past few 
years to improve its effectiveness, such as 
license plate and body cameras, but Sugar 
Land Police Chief Doug Brinkley attri-
butes his force’s success to tactics that do 
not always rely on advanced technology.

“Mostly it’s just old-fashioned police 
work,” he said. “[We] try to stay active 
and visible in the community. Some of 
our most successful tools are public edu-
cation tools, like Facebook and using the 
Internet to talk about trends that we see.”

The department was able to reduce 
the number of car break-ins by remind-
ing individuals to keep their valuables 
out of sight if objects were left in their 
cars. Officers attended neighborhood 
meetings and left notes on cars in com-
mercial districts cautioning visitors and 

Crime
Continued from | 1
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From 2011-15, the most frequently committed crimes in Sugar Land were thefts, burglaries, and robberies.
RETURNING TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME

CRIME DECLINE Crime rates in Sugar Land have dropped during the last few years. Rates are 
based on number of crimes per 1,000 residents.
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residents, Bogard said.
Brinkley said he also frequently com-

municates with law enforcement in Mis-
souri City to review crimes occurring 
in the community. The chiefs typically 
meet once a week, and there is a larger 
meeting once a month with each depart-
ment’s investigative teams, he said.

“We will talk and see if we have the 
same group of crooks breaking into 
Radio Shack or Verizon, and we just 
share info,” he said. “As basic as that 
seems, we have one of the best relation-
ships with area police chiefs and sheriffs 
and have enjoyed that for some time.”

New technologies 
Brinkley said the police department 

has owned license plate cameras for the 
past nine years but started using them in 
a different way in 2015. Several cameras 
are now deployed in stationary positions 
throughout the city, so when a vehicle 
passes the camera it captures the license 
plate. That data is used as an investiga-
tive tool to help solve crimes that involve 
a hunt for a specific vehicle. 

The city’s red light cameras continue 
to be successful in terms of changing 
traffic behavior, he said. Traffic stops 
continue to decline with 33,962 stops in 
2015—a decrease from 53,063 in 2011, 
according to the department’s annual 

crime report. In terms of actual car 
accidents, the No. 1 cause for collisions 
is a driver’s failure to control his or her 
speed. There were 363 collisions in 2015, 
which is down from 376 in 2014 and 397 
in 2013, according to the report.

Since SPD first received body cam-
eras three years ago, more officers have 
received a camera each year, and the 
force is nearly fully equipped, he said. 

“[The cameras] are more for us and 
for the protection of our officers but 
also a tool of the community so they 
can have trust in our officers—especially 
with everything that is going on world-
wide with communities not trusting 
their officers as much,” he said.

Brinkley said there will be a bigger 
emphasis on reducing shoplifting in 2016, 
including officers working more closely 
with area big box retailers and commer-
cial areas to educate security officers. 

The department also aims to increase 
officer visibility at Sugar Land’s major 
intersections where the most accidents 
occur—typically at Hwy. 90A and  
Hwy. 6 and also by Hwy. 59 and the 
Grand Parkway, he said.

“There is going to be so much evolv-
ing technology … but good old-fash-
ioned police work is far and above the 
most successful tactic,” he said.

Training facility
Sugar Land’s public safety training 

facility is in the design phase, and the city 
is still finalizing its specifications, Bogard 
said. City officials are in the middle of 
negotiating with the Texas General Land 
Office to acquire about 238 acres south 
of the Sugar Land Regional Airport—at 
Hwy. 90A and Hwy. 6—in the north and 
west quadrants of the intersection. 

About 22 acres would be used for the 
training facility, 121 for a potential busi-
ness park and 95 acres for airport expan-
sion, Bogard said. A cost estimate for the 
city-funded training facility has yet to be 
determined, but Bogard said construc-
tion would be a gradual process to keep 
the construction costs within the city’s 

annual budgets. He said the city hopes 
to complete the facility by 2020.

“This would be a facility we develop 
over time as the financial resources 
come available,” he said. “We would have 
all of the land we would need for future 
training needs of our departments and 
would like to include things like a driv-
ing track, indoor and outdoor shooting 
for the police department and training 
buildings for the fire department where 
they can use their trucks to put out fires.”

In addition to Sugar Land’s new law enforcement initiatives, the Missouri City Police 
Department adopted the use of police cameras this year and officially trained its officers 
in February. The training was led by certified Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 
instructors, and it covered legal considerations, Second Amendment rights, expectation 
of privacy, and the details of control and access to the video, city officials said. 

MISSOURI CITY BODY CAMERAS

• All sworn personnel are to be issued body-worn cameras.
• Cameras will be turned on when officers are conducting any law 

enforcement operations, with exceptions made to honor an offi-
cer’s right to privacy.

• The body camera footage will be stored on an internal city server.
• The total cost of cameras and necessary accessories was $62,421.

Source: city of Missouri City/Community Impact Newspaper

What initiatives would you like to see local police 
departments focus on?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/slm-poll
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  REAL ESTATE

Avalon Sugar Land sits on approximately 
427 acres, including more than 70 acres 
of lake. Nearby attractions include Sugar 
Land’s Memorial Park, the University 
of Houston’s Sugar Land branch and 
shopping. The community is located near 
Hwy. 59 and is zoned to Fort Bend ISD 
schools.   

Avalon, 77479

6 Saint Christoper Court  $899,000 
3-4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath   3,845 sq. ft.
Agent: Aida Younis
RE/MAX Southwest   281-491-1776

5506 Azalea Train Lane  $470,000 
4-5 Bedroom / 4 Bath   3,423 sq. ft.
Agent: Toke Ettehadieh
Century 21 Olympian Galleria  832-553-8300

5230 Ivystone Court  $999,800 
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath   4,800 sq. ft.
Agent: Aida Younis
RE/MAX Southwest   281-491-1776

5003 Queensbury Court  $619,000 
5 Bedroom / 4 Bath   3,965 sq. ft.
Agent: Cathy Stubbs
Keller Williams Realty–SW  281-340-4120

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 3/17/16.

Build-out year: 2005

Square footage: 2,200-6,500

Home values: $300,000-$1.4 million 

HOA dues (estimated): $1,865 annually

Amenities: clubhouse, public lagoon-style 
swimming pool, tennis courts, jogging trails, 
fishing ponds for canoeing and sailing

Schools: Commonwealth Elementary School, 
Fort Settlement Middle School, Clements High 
School

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Sugar Land  0.32 
Fort Bend County Drainage  0.02 
Fort Bend County General Fund  0.47 
Fort Bend ISD  1.34 
Fort Bend LID          0.20 
Total (per $100 value) 2.35

23

Homes on 
the market*

$13,250

Median annual 
property taxes

$750,000

Median 
home value

66

Average days on 
the market*

2

Homes under 
contract*

$201

Median price 
per square foot

99

6

69

59

Missouri City

90

Neighborhood data provided 
by Jenn LaRocca 

The Cathy Stubbs Team
281-340-4120

www.cathystubbs.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.  

Sugar Land

77459

77479

77478
77498

77489

Market Data
On the market  (February 2016)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$149,999 or less 3/17 - - 26/65 9/39

$150,000-$199,999 6/61 - 1/62 8/42 12/30

$200,000-$299,999 78/62 14/60 55/63 2/83 26/49

$300,000-$399,999 80/51 13/45 63/51 - 21/66

$400,000-$499,999 42/62 8/141 111/74 - 12/42

$500,000-$599,999 30/109 12/172 59/64 - 4/43

$600,000-$799,999 41/93 11/78 34/60 - 3/69

$800,000-$999,999 13/105 4/160 23/95 - -

$1 million + 10/134 4/131 44/111 - -

Price 77459 77478 77479 77489 77498

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

Median price of homes sold  Feb. 2015 vs.   Feb. 2016

+23%
-5%

+10%

+4%

-14%
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